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IT  is  with  extreme  regret  that  we  finct 
ourfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  apo¬ 
logizing  for  the  late  appearance  of  the 
prefent  Volume.  In  confequence  of 
Mr.  Dodsley’s  advanced  time  of  life 
(whofe  zeal  and  aiTiduity  in  effe&ing  a 
regular  publication  of  many  preceding 
Volumes  will  not,  we  truft,  be  forgotten 
by  the  Public)  we  have  been  unwil¬ 
lingly  compelled  to  engage  with  a  new 
Publifher,  and  that  too  at  a  period  when 
the  Volume  ought  to  have  been  actually 

l 

in  the  prefs.  Reduced  to  the  unpleafant 
alternative,  either  of  relinquifhing  the 
Work  entirely,  of  of  profecuting  it  vtfith 
redoubled  and  unremitting  vigour,  we 
hefltated  not  a  moment  to  adopt  the 
latter  determination;  but  it  was  im-* 
poffible  to  form  a  contract,  and  fettle 
arrangements  of  feme  extent,  without 
incurring  a  confiderable  delay. 
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The  juncture,  too,  was  peculiarly  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  recovery  of  our  loft 
time.  Such  was  the  importance  of  the 
fubjeds  to  be  treated  in  the  Hiftory  of 
1791,  that  we  could  not  in  confcience 
run  them  over  lightly,  nor  confufe  them 
by  an  affeded  brevity.  T  he  parliament 
of  this  year  was  inceffantly  occupied  by 
bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  not 
only  to  the  individual  interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  but  to  the  general  balance  of 
power,  as  well  in  Europe  as  the  Eaft 
Indies,  both  which  demanded  not  a 
little  introdudory  explanation.  We  have 
alfo  taken  more  than  common  pains  to 
draw,  from  a  minute  comparifon  of  dif¬ 
ferent  authorities,  a  more  faithful  repre- 
fentation,  than  any  before  given,  of  the 
difpute  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burkh, 
becaufe  it  has  been  produdive  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  influence  on  our  domeftic  affairs, 
and  becaufe  we  confider  it  lefs  as  a 
breach  between  two  friends,  than  as  a 
political  fchifm,  involving  public  prin- 
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cip1  es  of  the  firft  magnitude.  But  above 
all,  that  great  conftitutional  queftion,  the 
abatement  or  non-abatement  of  Impeach¬ 
ments  on  a  diffolution  of  parliament, 
feemed  to  require  the  minuted;  inveftiga- 
tion.  Not  merely  confining  ourfelves  to 
the  ftatement  of  the  principal  arguments 
advanced  in  parliament  upon  this  long- 
agitated  queftion,  we  have  traced  the 
matter  a  little  higher,  and  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  for  in¬ 
formation,  from  whence  we  have  fpared 

fto  labour  to  colledt  what  we  flatter  our-. 

s  « 

felves  may  a  little  tend  to  the  elucida¬ 
tion  of  an  interefting  conftitutional 
point,  as  well  as  of  a  remarkable  period 
in  EnglilhHiftory. — In  addition  to  thefe 
impediments,  which  the  nature  of  the 
fubjects  threw  in  our  way,  an  unforefeen 
sircumftance  of  fome  moment  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  retarded  us.  After  our  State  Papers 
were  printed,  two  material  articles  in 
them  (the  Declaration  of  the  King  of 
France  on  his  leaving  Paris,  and  the  An- 
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fwer  of  the  National  Affembly)  which 
had  been  copied  from  the  beft  Englifh 
channels  of  information,  were  found  to 
be  fo  extremely  mutilated  and  inaccurate, 
fo  fabricated  for  the  worft  purpofes  of 
fraud,  that  we  could  not,  Confident  with 
our  duty  to  the  Public,  permit  the  Vo¬ 
lume  to  appear  without  giving  a  new 
tranilation  of  them,  and  prefixing  fome 
introductory  obfervations ;  a  talk,  in  the 
performance  of  which  a  greater  portion 
of  time  was  unavoidably  confumed,  than 
could  well  be  fpared. 

Such  were  the  difficulties  which  we 
had  to  encounter,  and  the  diligence 
vvnich  we  have  employed  to  furmount 
them,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  current  year. 
But  we  had  alfo  a  heavy  arrear  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  North 
and  North-Eaft  of  Europe.  We  omit¬ 
ted  the  whole  of  this  fubjeCt  in  our  laft 
Volume,  partly  from  necefiity  and  partly 
from  choice;  for  we  view  the  progrefilve 
pacification  of  all  the  belligerent  powers, 
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during  the  campaigns  of  1790  and 
1791,  as  one  connected  train  of  events  ; 
to  which,  notwithftanding  many  fubfe- 
quent  battles  of  extraordinary  carnage, 
the  firft  opening  was  made  by  the  death 
of  the  emperor  Jofeph,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  former  year.  We  know  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  this  part  of  our  talk,  and  our 
Readers  have  had  occalion  to  know  it 
too,  in  the  frequency  of  our  complaints 
refpeCting  the  poverty,  confulion,  and 
contradiction  of  our  materials,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Dnieper,  the  Niefter,  and 
the  Danube.  We  are  fure,  however,  that  it 
is  nq  departure  from  modefty  to  fay,  that 
the  Reader  will  find  here  a  more  intelligi¬ 
ble,  copious,  . and  fair  account  than  he  has 
yet  feen  of  events  fo  ferioully  affeCting 
the  balance  of  Europe  in  that  quarter. 

We  had  prepared,  and  in  part  actually 
printed  for  this  Volume  (though  already 
fwelled  beyond  its  ufual  fize)  a  narrative 
of  the  Polilh  revolution  to  the  end  of 
1791 5  but  on  mature  confederation  we 

have 


have  thought  it  beft  to  poftpone  this, 
together  with  the  Hiftory  of  France,  to 
the  enfuing  Volume.  Our  reafons  of  ex¬ 
pediency  for  this  diftribution  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  our  IXth  Chapter ; 
and  we  truft  they  will  prove  fatisfa&ory. 
We  do  not,  therefore,  mean  to  offer  any 
apology  on  this  head  ;  and  we  hope  to 
have  little  occafion  for  apologies  of  any 
kind  in  future,  as  we  are  taking  mea- 
fures  to  bring  forward  our  publication 
by  degrees  to  the  current  year. 

The  Volume  for  1792  is  already  in  the 
preis,  and  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  forwardnefs 
as  to  enable  us  to  promife  it  early  in  the 
following  winter.  But  while  we  ufe  every 
poiTible  exertion  to  regain  -the  ground 

a 

which  we  have  loft,  we  fhall  not  relax 
in  our.  ufual  endeavours,  to  felect  with 
difcrimination,  and  narrate  with  fidelity. 
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RetrofpeBive  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands  in  the  years  1 7 89  and 
1790.  Emperor  aholijhes  all  the  ancient  privileges  and  immunities  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  '  which  increajes  the  emigration  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  the 
neighbouring  countries  in  a  prodigious  degree.  Several  decrees  at  length 
ifued  againji  emigration ,  and  the  nobility  and  clergy  charged  to  return  under 
the  penalty  of  forfeiture  \  but  this  proclamation  produces  no  effect.  City  and 
lordjhip  of  Breda  feem  to  become  the  head-quarters  cf  the  emigrants.  Va¬ 
rious  caufes  which  induced  the  neighbouring  governments,  as  well  as  their 
fulfils  at  large ,  to  be  much  ihterefted  in  favour  of  the  Netherlander.  Em- 
peror  fequefi rates  all  the  abbeys  in  Brabant,  and  appoints  civil  officers  for 
the  adminifration  of  their  revenues.  Impolicy  of  this  meafure.  Co?f piracy 
in  Bruffels  for  Move  in g  up  the  houfes  of  the  Counts  Dalton  and  Vrauimauf- 
dorff,  and  the  feizure  of  that  city,  fortunately  dif covered.  States  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  afcmbled  at  Breda ,  vote  themfelves  a  regular  and  legal  affembly,  and 
pafs  a  Jirong  remonfirance  to  the  Emperor,  which  they  fend  by  exprefs  to 
Vienna.  Letter  from  the  Archbijhop  of  Moline s  to  the  Pope.  Infurgents 
commence  hofilities  on  the  borders  of  Dutch  Flanders ,  where  they  take  the 
forts  Lillo,  &c.  General  Count  Schroeder  difpatched  with  a  frong  body  of 
Imperial  troops  to  reprefs  the  infurgents,  who  retreat  to  the  fmall  town  of 
B'urnhout.  Action  at  Vurnhout,  in  which  the  Aufrians  are  defeated  with 
much  l of  .  Faults  charged  upon  Schroeder* s  conduit,  vcho  is  fi ripped  of  his 
military  commands,  and  recalled  to  Germany.  Indignation  of  the  Emperor 
at  this  defeat.  Savage  cruelties  charged  upon  the  Auf  rians'  at  Turubout. 
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This  fuccefs  ferves  as  a  general  fignal  for  the  recal  of  the  exiles ,  who  noni) 
burfi  into  the  frontiers  on  every  fide ,  and  afi'ume  the  name  of  the  Patriotic 
Army.  Caufes  why  the  great  exertions  of  the  Generals  Dalton  and  Bender 
produce  no  fuitable  effect.  Extreme  cowardice  and  profligacy  of  the  veteran 
foldiers  in  the  Netherlands,  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  laxity  of  difeipline 
in  which  they  had  been  long  indulged,  through  the  miftaken  policy,  and  by 
the  abfolute  command  of  fiofeph.  Auflrians  continually  defeated,  and  the  ac¬ 
tions  very  bloody.  General  Bender’s  unfuccefsful  attack  upon  Tirlemont, 
where  great  flaughter  and  many  cruelties  are  faid  to  have  taken  place.  Great 
caution  to  be  obferved  in  receiving  as  fads  the  horrible  accounts  of  cruelty 
now  publijhcd.  Severe  encounter  in  the  open  field,  in  which  General 
d’Arberg  is  defeated  by  the  Patriots.  Army  faved  by  the  gallantry  of  the 
regiment  of  Bender.  Prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau  killed.  Ghent  recovered  from 
the  Auflrians,  after  a  courfe  of  fevere  conflicts  which  lafled  fame  days,  by  a 
handful  of  the  Patriotic  troops.  Conciliatory  declaration  iffued  by  the  Emperor 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries.  Sovereign  authority  affumed  by  the 
States  of  Flanders ;  who  declare  the  Emperor  to  have  forfeited  all  right 
and  title  to  it.  Signal  and  unaccountable  expulfion  of  General  Dalton  and 
the  Auflrians  from  Bruffels  by  a  body  of  the  burghers.  ’That  general  ob¬ 
liged  to  capitulate,  and  to  evacuate  the  town  directly  with  the  remainder  of 
his  troops.  Moderation,  good  temper,  and  excellency  of  condud ,  obferved  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Bruffels  in  this  revolution.  General  Dalton  abandons 
Namur,  and  retires  with  the  remains  of  his  baffled  troops  towards  Luxem- 
burgh.  Count  Cobentzel  fent  from  Vienna  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  matters. 
Ultimatum  of  the  States  of  Brabant.  'Act  of  union  offenfeve  and  defenfive 
between  the  States  of  Flanders  and  Brabant ;  which  is  foon  acceded  to  by 
ail  the  other  provinces,  except  Limbourg,  III  effects  produced  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  by  the  example  of  France,  and  the  induflry  of  the  difciples  to  its  new 
doctrines,  h  oederal  union  formed  between  the  provinces  ;  the  confederacy  to 
be  diflinguijhed  by  the  appellation  of  the  United  Belgic  States.  Ill  fuccefs 
of  the  Brabanters  in  their  unjuft  attack  upon  Limbourg ,  Citadel  of  Ant¬ 
werp  taken,  Englijh  volunteers ,  and  a  Britifh  legion  formed.  Difcord  and 
fa  then  appear  early  in  the  new  commonwealth ,  and  foon  diflraCi  ' all  the 
operations  of  government .,  Lcje  by  their  ill  conduct  and  dffentions  the  flriend- 
Jhip  and  protection  of  the  allied  powers,  hufl  of  power,  and  the  contention 
for  it,  the  great  four ces  of  difcord,  and  of  all  the  evils  that  fell  upon  the 
country.  Some  account  of  the  principal  parties.  Patriotic  ajfembly  in  Bruf¬ 
fels  hears  no  fmall  refemblance  to  the  flacobin  Society  in  Paris.  Death  of 
the  Emperor .  Memorial  from  Leopold  on  his  accejfion ,  produces  no  effect. 
Some  account  of  General  y  under  Merfch  .*  he  is  appointed  Generaliffimo  by 
his  officers,  but  Congrefs  refufe  to  confirm  the  nomination.  Vander  Merfch 
arrefls  the  deputies  who  are  fent  to  the  army  by  the  Congrefs  \  and  iff  lies  a 
declar  ation  to  tee  people.  V iolent  rcfolves  of  the  officers.  Appearanies  of  a 
civil  war .  Jit  my  abandons  their  general,  who  is  fent  prijoner  to  the  caflle 
tf  Antwerp.  Dij contents  increafe  to  the  highefl  pitch.  Government  lofg 
all  reputation,  and  fail  in  raifing  money  at  home  and  abroad.  Towns  of 
Flanders  refufe  to^  aid  Brabant  in  an  expedition  againfl  the  Auflrians. 
Confirmation  of  Congrefs  on  receiving  notice  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had 
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acknowledged  Leopold  as  Duke  of  Brabant,  Propofals  for  raifng  a  great 
patriotic  army  come  to  nothing .  Manifefo  of  the  Emperor.  Speedy  down-, 
fall  of  the  Congrefs  evident ;  yet  they  obfinately  perfevere  in  carrying  on  a 
fruitiefs  war  on  the  borders ,  notwithflanding  all  the  reprefentations  of  the 
mediating  powers.  Convention  at  the  Hague  between  the  mediating  powers 
and  the  Emperor ,  by  which  a  new  confitution  is  granted  to  the  Auftrian 
Low  Countries.  Obfiinacy  of  the  Congrefs  fill  continuing ,  General  Bender 
advances  to  Bruffels ,  at  whofe  approach  they  difperfe ,  and  fly ,  in  the  utmofi 
tear  or ,  to  the  neighbouring  countries.  Inauguration  of  Leopold  as  Duke  of 
Brabant. 


THE  French  revolution,  with 
other  momentous  affairs, 
which  have  fo  deeply  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  public,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  former,  which  has,  in  a  lefs 
or  greater  degree,  been  the  means 
offpreading  conflernation  and  alarm 
through  almofl  every  flate  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  been  the  involuntary 
caufes  which  delayed  for  fo  long  a 
time  the  purfuit  of  our  obfervations 
on  the  broils,  troubles,  dangers,  and 
war,  in  which  onr  near  neighbours, 
the  Netherlanders,  have  been  fo 
deeply  involved.  During  that  in¬ 
terval,  after  bravely  recovering, 
and  for  a  time  as  bravely  fupport- 
ing  their  liberty,  they  Shewed 
themfelves  in  the  iffue  incapable 
of  retaining  the  precious  acquisi¬ 
tion,  and  of  rendering  the  blefling 
in  any  degree  permanent.  When 
the  foreign  yoke  was  call  off,  no 
wife,  difinterefted,  and  equitable 
form  of  government  being  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  Supply  its  place,  but  every 
man  purfuing  the  vain  imaginations 
of  his  own  heart,  difcord  and  fac¬ 
tion,  with  their  numerous  train  of 
internal  diforders  and  evils,  like 
noxious  weeds  in  a  rich  but  aban¬ 
doned  foil,  fprung  up  with  fuch  rapi¬ 
dity,  that  they  foon  filled  the  void, 
and  left  no  room  for  the  growth  of 
any  thing  tifefu!  or  valuable. 
sWe  defcribed  in  a  former  vo- 
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lume  *  the  difmay  and  defolation 
which  the  harfh  government  of 
Trautmanfdorff,  with  the  military 
executions  of  Dalton,  operating  un- 
der  the  imperious  mandates  and  in¬ 
flexible  alfpofition  of  Jofeph  the 
Second,  had  fpread  through  the 
Netherlands ;  and  took  notice,  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  great  emigra¬ 
tion  of  the  fuperior  orders  of  the 
people  to  the  adjacent  countries, 
which  was  taking  place  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  17-89.  This  emigration, 
was  particularly  increafed  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  decree  iffued  by  the 
emperor  towards  the  end  of  June 
in  that  year,  by  which  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  hates  of  Brabant,  then 
fitting,  was  fuppreffed,  or  diflolved  ; 
the  council  of  Brabant  abolifhed ; 
all  the  articles  of  the  joyeufe  entree 
revoked ;  a  new  Supreme  council, 
compofed  of  members  appointed 
by  himfelf,  eftablifhed  at  Malines 
for  the  conduft  of  the  public  bufi- 
nefs ;  and  thus,  fo  far  as  it  was  in 
his  power  to  govern  futurity,  were 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immu¬ 
nities  of  that  great  and  flourishing’ 
province  for  ever  annihilated. 

The  exiles  foon  became  very  nu¬ 
merous  along  the  frontiers,  but  were 
more  particularly  fo  in  the  lordlhip 
and  neighbourhood  of  Breda  (lying 
in  the  dominion  of  Holland,  and  a 
patrimony  belonging  to  the  prince 
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of  Orange)  which  they  feemed  to 
confiaer  as  their  head-  quarters ; 
nor  was  the  emigration  Jong  con¬ 
fined  to  the  nobility,  clergy,  and 
people  of  property,  for  they  were 
continually  joined  by  great  num¬ 
bers  of  the  mod  a&ive  and  refolute 
young  men  from  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces,  all  perceiving  their  own 
fate  to  be  involved  in  that  of  Bra¬ 
bant.  This  latter  clafs  of  emigrants 
could  have  had  no  other  objeCt  in 
view  than  that  of  being  ready  at 
hand  to  fupport  their  fuperiors  by 
their  perfonal  fervice  in  whatever 
efforts  they  fliould  make  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  their  country  ;  while  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined  but  that  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  provided  freely 
for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of 
thofe  patriotic  refugees,  on  vvhofe 
future  exertions  and  courage  all 
their  hopes  muff  have  ultimately 
reded.  The  government  were  fo 
flack  in  the  beginning  in  taking 
any  meafure  to  check  the  emigra¬ 
tion,  that  it  feems  probable  they 
deemed  it  a  fortunate  circumdance, 
that  the  country  was  thus  cleared, 
without  any  trouble,  of  fo  great  a 
number  of  difaffedted  perfons ;  but 
as  they  became  formidable  on  the 
frontiers,  this  political  idea  was 
perceived  too  dangerous  to  be  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  the  condudt  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  changed.  Severe  decrees 
were  then  iffued  againff  emigra¬ 
tion  ;  the  magiftrates  were  forbid¬ 
den  to  grant  paffports ;  and  the 
exiled  nobles  and  clergy  were 
charged  by  proclamation  to  return 
within  a  limited  time,  under  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  forfeiture.  Thefe  decrees 
produced  no  effect.  The  magif¬ 
trates  were  themfelves  too  much 
intereded  in  the  common  caufe,  to 
lay  any  redraint,  which,  could  poff- 
bly  be  avoided,  upon  thofe  who 


were  difpofed  to  take  a  more  attive 
part  in  it ;  while  the  nobility  and 
clergy  laughed  at  the  threat  of  for¬ 
feiture,  which  they  well  knew  no 
compliance  could  avert,  if  the  em¬ 
peror  had  power  fufficient  to  infiiCl 
the  penalty ;  and  to  fubjedt  their 
perfons  as  well  as  their  edates, 
without  any  reafonable  ground  or 
motive  for  fuch  a  rifque,  to  his  ca¬ 
pricious  and  arbitrary  will,  they 
could  confider  only  asabfolute  infi¬ 
nity. 

The  emigration  accordingly  con¬ 
tinued  as  freely  as  it  had  done  be¬ 
fore,  and  confiderable  bodies  of 
men  affembled,  and  were  daily  aug¬ 
menting,  on  different  points  of  the 
frontiers.  Indeed,  nothing  lefs  than 
a  powerful  army,  poffeffed  of  nu¬ 
merous  and' well-chofen  pods  and 
garrifons,  could  in  any  degree  have 
effectually  reftrained  emigrations 
from  provinces  fo  peculiarly  dtuated 
as  thefe  are ;  fo  open  on  all  fides ; 
their  noble  fortreffes,  as  we  have 
formerly  fhewn,  being  long  fince  de-; 
ftroyed,  through  the  crooked,  weak, 
and  difhoned  policy  of  J  ofeph ;  confi- 
dering  likewife,  the  freedom  of  in- 

O  t  ^  t 

tercourfe  which  their  innumerable 
rivers  and  canals  afford  with  all  the 
neighbouring  countries ;  and  that 
uncommon  variety  of  unconnected 
dates  and  fmall  governments  with 
which  they  are  every  where  fur- 
rounded.  To  which  may  be  add¬ 
ed,  the  drong  didike  and  jealoufy, 
with  which  the  dangerous  ambition, 
the  violent  attempts,  with  the  ever- 
redlefs  and  infidious  policy  of  jo- 
feph,  had  infpired  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers,  who  were  eager  to  feize 
any  opportunity  that  offered,  for 
lowering  his  pride  and  interrupting 
hisdedgns.  And  while  the  govern¬ 
ing  powers  in  the  adjoining  dafe 
were,  from  motives  of  policy,  thus 

favour- 
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favourably  difpofed  to  the  Nether- 
landers,  their  fubjedts,  from  long 
habits  of  commercial  intercourfe, 
ties  of  blood  and  affinity,  private 
friendffiips,  and  above  all,  a  gene¬ 
ral  commiferation  of  the  wrongs 
which  they  fuftained,  were  hill  much 
more  lincerely  and  zealoufly  inte- 
refted  in  their  behalf,  generoufly 
affording  them,  in  thefe  days  of 
their  tribulation,  every  kindnefs, 
affiftance  and  protedlion  in  their 
power. 

A  meafure  purfued  by  general 
Dalton,  of  drawing  detachments 
from  different  garrifons  to  parade 
through  and  fcour  fome  parts  of  the 
country  which  were  deemed  the 
moir  difaffedled,  with  orders  to  take 
up  all  fufpedied  perfons,  together  with 
all  thofe  whom  they  were  pleafed  to 
conlider  within  the  deferiplion  of 
idle  vagabonds,  the  application  of 
which  reded  entirely  with  them- 
felves,  produced  as  little  good  effedt 
as  mod  of  the  other  plans  adopted 
by  that  commander  had  long  done; 
ferving  only  to  fill  the  prifons  with 
unhappy  perfons,  who  were  cut  off 
from  all  means  and  hopes  of  re- 
drefs,  and  to  increafe  to  the  high  eft 
pofiible  pitch  that  general  odium 
and  abhorrence  with  which  the 
Auftrian  government  and  minifters 
were  regarded. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor, 
glad  of  the  favourable  opportunity 
which  was.  now  prefented,  of  recur¬ 
ring  to  Ids  old  and  darling  fyftem 
of  lequeftration,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  judging  rightly,  that  much  of 
the  ferment  in  the  Low  Countries 
proceeded  from  the  clergy,  and  ftill 
more  particularly  from  the  abbots, 
he  iffued  a  d  ecree  to  fequeftrate  all 
the  abbeys  of  Brabant,  and  appoint¬ 
ed  civil  officers  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  their  revenues.  We  have. 


in  our  former  accounts  of  the  dif- 
putes  between  that  prince  and  the 
people  of  thefe  provinces,  fhewn, 
that  along  with  great  eftates,  the 
abbots,  by  the  long-eftablifhed  con- 
ftitution  of  Brabant,  poffeffed  a 
large  fhare  in  its  legislation  and 
government ;  and  what  rendered 
them  ftill  more  formidable,  they 
poffeffed  an  unbounded  influence  on 
the  minds  of  the  people.  Under 
thefe  circum  fiances  it  appears  too 
evidently  to  admit  almoft  of  a  quef- 
tion,  that  nothing' could  have  been 
more  ill -judged  and  impolitic,  in 
fo  very  critical  a  jundlure,  than  this 
meafure  of  violence.  But  fuch 
fhort-fighted,  rafh,  andunprovident 
meafures  of  policy  were  too  com¬ 
mon  in  the  conduct  of  this  monarch, 
for  any  particular  inllance,  at  this 
time,  to  excite  much  notice. 

The  peculiarly  characteriftic  tem¬ 
per  of  the  people,  long  brooding  in 
fullen  filence  over  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  their  injuries,  which  ferved 
to  render  them  the  more  determined 
in  their  refolves,  the  more  dange¬ 
rous  in  their  deftgns,  and  the  more 
implacable  in  their  refentments, 
when  urged  to  the  laft  extremity, 
now  began  to  difplay  its  effedt  in 
the  vvorft  manner.  A  confpirscy, 
in  which  it  was  fuppofed,  and  from 
its  nature,  a  very  great  number  of 
perfons  muft  have  been  concerned, 
was  formed  and  condudled  in  the 
very  feat  of  government,  and  in 
the  heart  of  the  capital  city  of  Bruf- 
fels ;  the  delign  reaching  to  under¬ 
mine  the  houfes  of  count  Traut- 
manfdorif  and  general  Dalton,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  guard-houfe,  and  to 
blow  thefe  buildings,  with  their  pof- 
feftbrs,  into  the  air  with  gunpow¬ 
der.  During  the  confufion  occa- 
fioned  by  this  explofton,  the  defign 
extended  to  the  feizure  of  the  ar- 
[J]  3  fenal? 
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fenal,  of  the  city- gates,  and  to  the 
admiffion  of  feveral  ffnall  bodies  of 
emigrants,  who  were  to  be  prepared 
and  at  hand  for  the  purpole.  The 
fortunate  difcovery  of  this  new  gun*, 
powder  plot,  which  was  laid  in  the 
month  of  Augud,  and  intended  to 
be  fpeedily  carried  into  execution, 
poffibly  faved  that  beautiful  city 
from  being  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
rubbilh.  Above  twenty  of  the  fup- 
pofed  confpirators  were  immediate-- 
ly  taken  up,  and  the  number  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  much  in- 
crealed,  and  a  long,  fucceffion  of 
fevere  punifhments  enfued,  if  the 
intervention  of  the  coming  troubles 
had  not  fpeedily  put  an  end  to  that 
and  to  all  fimilar  enquiries. 

About  the  middle  of  September, 
the  duke  d’Aremberg  and  d’Urfel, 
with  the  other  nobles  who  had  re¬ 
tired  to  Breda,  being  now  joined  by 
the  primate,  the  archbilhop  of  Mech¬ 
lin  or  Malines,  as  head  of  the 
clergy,  and  by  mod,  if  not  all,  the 
dates  of  Brabant,  both  civil  and 
ecclefiadical,  as  well  as  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  lately  fupprefled  high 
council,  they  adopted  a  meafure 
which  was  well  to  be  confidered  as 
a  prelude  to  the  mod  decifive  con- 
fequences.  They  Conftituted  and 
declared  themfelves  to  be  the  regu¬ 
lar  and  legal  alfembly  of  the  dates 
of  that  province,  endowed  with  all 
the  powers  which  they  at  any  time 
Sent  i  i  Poffeffecb  and  in  that  cha- 

178a  **  rafter  ur>animoufly  paded 
‘  a  drong  remondrance  to 
the  emperor;  which  was  fent  off 
exprefs  to  Vienna.  Ip  that  piece, 
after  lamenting  with  the  mod  me¬ 
lancholy  regret,  the  fad  necellity 
which  compelled  them  to  ademble 
in  a  foreign  land,  under  the  deplo¬ 
rable  character  of  a  banidied  legif- 
lature,  they  entered,  with  a  freedom, 
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which  could  not  but  be  galling  and 
painful  in  the  extreme  to  a  man  of 
his  temper  and  difpofition,  into  a 
rigid  examination  of  various  parts 
of  his  condutt.  They  dated,  in 
clear  and  exprefs  terms,  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  the  province 
of  Brabant  had  enjoyed  from  the 
mod  remote  times;  rights  fanc- 
tioned,  confirmed,  and  extended  by 
a  long  fucceffion  of  fovereigns ;  they' 
reminded  him,  without  ceremony, 
of  the  folemn  oaths  by  which  he  was 
himfelf  bound  to  maintain  and  .de¬ 
fend  them ;  and  then  reprefented, 
with  as  little  fcruple,  the  wanton 
and  oppreffive  infractions  of  them, 
with  the  lawlefs  and  fhameful  fub* 
verfion  of  their  conditution,  which 
had  taken  place  during  his  reign.— 
They  concluded  with  a  declaration. 
That  inheriting  the  loyalty  and  the 
“  fpirit  of  their  ancedors,  although 
tf  they  were  ready  to  facrifice  their 
lives  and  fortunes  for  the  profpe- 
“  rity  and  glory  of  their  fovereign, 
ef  they  were  by  no  means  prepared 
for  a  dadardly  and  perfidious 
“  furrender  of  thofe  rights  which 
**  they  held  in  trull  for  their  fellow 
citizens  and  their  poderity ;  they 
<c  therefore  earnedly  adjured  him, 
**  that  by  an  immediate  revocation 
f<  of  his  illegal  edicts,  and  rein- 
“  datement  of  the  province  in  its 
“  rights,  he  would  abfolve  them 
<f  from  the  cruel  neceffity,  which 
“  the  mod  facred  duties  mud  im- 
“  pofe  upon  them,  of  an  appeal  to 
“  God  and  their  fwords.” 

This  manifedo,  (which  it  truly 
in  all  points  is)  if  the  circumdanceS 
and  fituation  of  the  refpeCtive  par¬ 
ties  is  thoroughly  confidered,  will, 
perhaps,  appear  among  the  bolded 
meafures  which  hidory  has  prefent- 
ed  to  us,  as  having  been  adopted 
by  any  fimilar  body  of  men.  To 

form 
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form  a  due  eftimate  of  its  degree,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  keep  in  view 
the  immeafurable  difparity  of  power 
between  the  parties,  and  to  con- 
fider  the  immenfe  landed  property 
which  the  ftates  themfelves  and 
their  adherents  flaked  upon  this 
decifion.  If  they  failed,  their  great 
eflates,  their  ancient  hereditary 
titles,  honours  and  dignities,  were 
loll  for  ever,  themfelves  banifhed 
from  their  country  and  coniidered 
as  outlaws,  and  their  poflerity  flut¬ 
tered  over  the  earth  without  home 
or  name.  While,  to  render  the 
meafure  flill  more  defperate,  the 
probabilities  then  were,  upon  every 
rational  fcheme  of  calculation,  that 
they  never  could  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  once  even  ufmg  thofe  (words 
to  which  they  appealed  in  the  lafl 
refort.  This  was  fo  well  under- 
flood  by  Jofeph,  that  upon  the  firfl 
rumour  of  their  intentions  at  Breda, 
he  obferved,  in  a  letter  to  gene¬ 
ral  Dalton,  that  the  certain  confe- 
quences  of  forfeiture  of  their  eflates, 
and  banifhment  from  their  country, 
afforded  a  full  certainty  of  their  not 
hazarding  fuch  a  meafure. 

Such  was  the  virtue  difplayed  by 
the  Brabanters,  while  neceflity,  and 
common  danger,  cemented  their 
union,  and  exalted  their  minds  to 
a  genuine  love  of  their  country  ! 
We  (hall  hereafter  fee  how  unable 
the  fame  men  were  to  refift  the  ill 
effedls  produced  by  profperity,  and 
to  withfland  the  fafcination  of  thofe 
illuflons  to  which  it  gave  birth. 

Some  particulars  relative  to  the 
enfuing  revolution,  and  to  the  con- 
dudl  of  the  emperor,  which  were 
communicated  to  the  pope  in  a  let¬ 
ter  written  by  the  cardinal  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Malines,  although  a  few 
months  pofterior  in  order  of  time  to 
the  events  of  which  we  are  immedi¬ 


ately  treating,  will  not  be  mifplaced 
by  their  infertion  here,  during  the 
paufe  which  took  place  on  both 
iides  previous  to  their  recourfe  to 
the  lafl  extremities. 

That  prelate  allures  his  hoiinefs, 
that  every  effort  had  been  ufed  by 
the  bifhops  and  clergy  to  prevent 
the  revolution  ;  and  lays  the  whole 
blame  of  it  diredlly  upon  the  em¬ 
peror,  who,  he  fays,  by  the  fluctu¬ 
ation  of  his  councils,  the  unfleadi- 
nefs  of  his  meafures,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  inconflancy  of  his  condudt, 
precipitated  affairs  into  their  prefent 
fituation — That  his  laws  and  his 
decrees,  which  were  perpetually  fuc- 
ceeding,  and  in  continual  variance 
with  each  other,  if  they  had  any 
objedi  at  all,  were  intended  not 
only  to  overturn  the  difeipline  of 
the  church,  and  to  efface  from  the 
minds  of  the  people  every  trace  of 
their  native  piety  and  religion,  but 
likewife  to  annihilate  the  national 
cufloms  and  ufages,  the  rights  of  the 
cities, and  the  liberties  of  the  citizens. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  the 
firfl  adds  of  hoftility  were  exhibited 
on  the  borders  of  Dutch  Flanders, 
where  a  body  of  infurgents  having 
appeared  fuddenly  in  arms,  they 
attacked  and  took,  with  little  diffi¬ 
culty,  the  two  fmall  forts  of  Lillo 
and  Liefenfhock ;  in  the  former  of 
which,  befides  the  military  flores, 
we  And,  by  a  publifhed  letter  of  the 
emperor’s,  that  they  feized  a  ccn- 
fiderable  fum  of  the  public  money. 
They  likewife  feized  a  frigate, 
which,  in  a  vain  parade,  of  appear¬ 
ing  to  protedl  a  navigation  that 
was  not  permitted  to  exifl,  that 
prince  had  ftationed  off  Lillo.  We 
have  formerly  fhewn,  that  thefe 
fortrefles  had  been  originally  con- 
ftrudled  by  the  Dutch,  to  prevent 
all  intercourfe  between  Antwerp 
[^]  4  and 
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and  the  Tea,  and  that  being  of 
little  value  or  importance,  as  the 
paifage  of  the  river  was  fufficiently 
barred  without  them,  they  had  been 
part  of  the  peace-offering  made  to 
gratify  the  vanity  of  the  emperor, 
in  adj  lifting  the  late  conteft  which 
he  had  with  that  republic  relative 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt. 

General  Dalton,  upon  the  firft 
intelligence  of  this  invafion,  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  general  count 
Schroeder,  (an  officer  then  in  con- 
ftderable  military  reputation)  at  the 
head  of  4,000  difciplined  Imperial 
troops,  to  chaftife  the  infurgents, 
and  if  he  could  not  reach  complete¬ 
ly  to  deftroy,  at  leaft  to  chace  them 
entirely  out  of  the  country,  under 
fuch  impreffions  of  terror  and  dan¬ 
ger,  as  fhoulci  ferve  fufficiently  to 
deter  them  from  venturing  foon 
again  upon  flmilar  predatory  incur- 
lions.  The  infurgents,  upon  the 
advance  of  this  force,  immediately 
relinquifhed  the  two  forts  which 
they  had  fo  lately  acquired  ;  and 
it  being  underftood  that  they  were 
retreating  towards  the  fmall  town 
of  Turnhout,  which  lies  about 
eight  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
Scheldt,  the  Imperialifls,  who  wifh- 
ed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  to 
come  up  with  them  in  the  open 
field,  which  would  afford  them  fuch 
fuperior  advantages  over  raw  un- 
dilciplined  troops,  beyond  what 
they  could  derive  from  a  blind  con¬ 
flict  in  the  narrow  ftreets  of  a 
town,  and  undoubtedly  placing  no 
Lfuft  in  the  favourable  difpolition 
of  the  inhabitants,  purfued  them 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  But 
with  all  their  diligence  they  could 
barely  obtain  fight  of  a  fmall  party, 
which  probably  brought  up  their 
tear,  and  who  were  immediately 
received  within  the  gates,  before 


they  could  come  within  reach.  The 
flying  infurgents  being  admitted, 
the  gates  were  immediately  fall 
cloffd;  but  the  Impe-  Qfl  . 
rialifts  were  not  long  in  ‘ 

forcing  them,  and  in  making  good 
their  way  into  the  town. 

The  Brabanfers,  as  they  retreat¬ 
ed  along  the  main  ftrect,  not  only 
did  it  with  a  degree  of  or»er  which 
could  not  fail  to  furprize  the  regu¬ 
lars,  but  they  maintained  a  hot  fire, 
not  without  execution  upon  their 
enemy.  In  this  manner  the  pur- 
fuers  were  led  on,  until  Schroeder, 
with  his  whole  force  in  a  enmpadt 
body,  arrived  at  the  market-place. 
Here  a  new  and  unexpe&ed  feene 
was  fuddenly  opened.  The  Auf- 
trians  were  faluted  by  a  roar  of  ar¬ 
tillery  from  different  openings  ;  but 
this  was  a  trifling  impediment, 
compared  with  the  tremendous  fire 
of  fmall  arms  which  was  poured 
inceftantly  upon  them  from  the  roofs 
and  windows  of  all  the  furrounding 
houfes.  Every  houfe  from  the  cel¬ 
lars  to  the  top  was  armed  and 
Jioftile.  The  ftrength  and  number 
of  the  affailants  was  now  their  mif- 
fortune,  and  afforded  a  fevere  and 
inftant  chaftifement  to  the  mifeon- 
duft  of  their  commander,  in  wedg¬ 
ing  his  whole  force  in  a  body, 
within  the  blind  and  dangerous 
toils,  which  crofs  ftreets,  houfes, 
lanes,  and  unknown  paftages,  had 
every  where  fpread  for  him.  In 
this  dangerous  fituation,  general 
Schroeder  difplayed  great  perfonal 
courage,  and  no  lefs  prefence  of 
mind,  under  circumftances  fo  un¬ 
fortunate  as  to  render  them  ufelefs. 
Two  horfes  were  fhot  under  him, 
and  he  was  beftdes  feverely  wound¬ 
ed.  But  all  his  efforts  were  fruit- 
lefs  in  endeavouring  to  preferve  or¬ 
der  among  his  troops,  or  in  in¬ 
i'  firing 
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iplring  them  with  fufficient  condan- 
cy  to  withftand  the  intolerable  fire 
to  which  they  were  expofed.  They 
fell  into  irremediable  confufion,  and 
were  compelled  to  make  a  mod 
diforderly  retreat  out  of  the  town 
by  the  gate  at  which  they  entered. 
Their  iol's  was  very  fevere,  being 
edimated  at  nolefs  than  feven  hun¬ 
dred  men,  befides,  at  lead,  two 
pieces  of  cannon ;  for  the  reports 
given  in  of  this  unfortunate  affair 
were  fo  confufed  and  inaccurate, 
that  the  emperor  himfelf  could  not 
make  out  from  them,  whether  two 
or  four  pieces  of  artillery  had  been 
lod.  The  rage  of  the  Audrians 
at  this  unexpe&ed  defeat  and  lofs 
was  fo  extreme  as  to  tranfgrefs  all 
bounds  of  reafon  and  humanity ; 
and  they  are  charged  with  the 
mod  favage  cruelties  in  the  dreets 
through  which  they  recreated,  where 
they  are  faid  to  have  broke  open 
the  doors  of  the  houfes,  and  to 
have  maffacred  man,  woman,  and 
child,  without  didinftion  or  mercy. 

Nothing  could  exceed,  or  indeed 
well  equal,  the  indignation  of  the 
emperor  at  receiving  intelligence 
of  this,  as  he  confidered  it,  mod 
ihameful  affair.  The  defeat  of  fuch 
a  body  of  regular  forces,  in  whom 
he  placed  his  pride  and  confidence, 
by  an  undifciplined  rabble,  whom 
he  held  in  the  utmod  contempt,  be¬ 
fides  the  dangerous  confequences 
which  in  example,  as  well  as  imme¬ 
diate  eifeft,  it  was  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing,  and  the  fevere  wound  which 
it  gave  to  his  pride,  was  rendered 
dill  more  infupportable,  from  its 
being  totally  fubverfive  of  all  his 
military  ideas,  and  overthrowing-  all 
the  fettled  opinions  of  his  life. 
Schroeder  immediately  felt  the  ef- 
le<ds  of  his  indignation,  being  drip¬ 
ped  gf  all  his  military  commands. 


and  ordered  to  return  to  Germany : 
where,  it  is  more  than  poflible,  that 
the  death  of  his  mader,  which  took 
place  not  long  after,  was  to  him  a 
matter  of  no  final]  good  fortune. 
Even  the  great  favourite,  general 
Dalton,  now,  for  the  fird  time,  was 
dedined  to  experience  a  change  in 
the  countenance  of  his  mader ;  and 
to  fubmit  to  fevere  cenfures,  as 
well  with  refpedt  to  his  condutt  in 
general,  as  to  feveral  didinfl  parts, 
which  were  anirp  ad  verted  on  in  fo 
pointed  a  manner,  as  could  notbtit  be 
fenfibly  felt  by  a  man  fo  long  ufed 
to  the  mod  unbounded  approbation, 
and  who  undoubtedly  valued  him¬ 
felf  upon  the  poffeffion  of  confider- 
able  talents  and  abilities. 

Schroeder’s  misfortune  evident-  . 
ly  arofe  from  the  contempt  in 
which  he  held  the  enemy,  the  over¬ 
weening  confidence  which  he  placed 
in  the  number  and  difcipline  of  his 
forces,  which  he  thought  mud  pro¬ 
duce  fuccefs  under  any  circum- 
dances  of  difadvantage,  and  his  ea- 
gernefs  to  monopolize  entirely  to 
himfelf  the  praife  and  renown, 
which  he  concluded  to  a  certainty 
were  within  his  grafp,  of  crufliing 
the  infurreftion  in  the  bud,  and  be¬ 
ing  the  means  cf  reducing  the  pro¬ 
vinces  to  their  wonted  date  of  obe¬ 
dience.  For  there  were  two  other 
columns  of  troops  marching  at  the 
time  to  join'  him  ;  fo  that  by  only 
enclofing  the  infurgents  in  the 
town,  the  want  of  provilions  mud, 
in  a  few  days,  have  compelled  them 
to  fiurrender;  and  that  probably 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  or  even 
firing  a  fhot. 

This  fuccefs  at  Turnhout  ferved 
as  a  general  fignal  for  the  recal  of 
the  exiles,  who  henceforth  affumine 
the  name  and  diftindlicn  of  patriotic 
troops,  and  patriotic  army,  pene¬ 
trated 
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trated  the  open  frontiers,  in  bands 
more  or  lefs  numerous,  on  every 
quarter,  full  of  indignation,  well 
armed,  and  eager  for  action;  while 
the  difaffe&ion  of  the  people  to  go¬ 
vernment  was  foftrong  and  univerfal, 
that  almoft  every  man  who  felt  vi¬ 
gour  and  ftrength  fufiicient  for  the 
purpofe  in  his  compofition,  burned 
with  impatience  for  the  moment 
which  could  afford  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  joining  them,  fo  that  he 
might  claim  fome  ft  are  of  the  praife 
due  for  the  deliverance  of  his 
country  from  foreign  tyrants, 
which  were  among  the  kindeft 
terms  now  applied  to  the  Auf- 
trians. 

The  generals  Dalton  and  Bender, 
(the  latter  of  whom,  with  his  regi¬ 
ment,  were  juft  arrived  from  Lux- 
emburgh)  were  by  no  means  flack 
or  remifs  in  their  endeavours  to 
check  that  fpirit  of  infurreCtion 
which  was  now  becoming  too  po¬ 
tent  to  be  fubdued  by  any  force  in 
their  pofTeffion.  But  they  were  not  by 
any  means  men  well  calculated  for 
the  conduCt  of  any  bufinefs  which 
required  other  means  than  the  point 
of  the  fword  for  its  completion. 
They  were  both,  haughty,  fevere, 
arbitrary,  and  cruel  in  the  extreme ; 
and  as  ignorant  of  the  means,  as 
they  were  incapable  through  na¬ 
ture  and  education  of  the  practice, 
of  mollifying  the  rough  edges  of 
authority  by  any  fkill  or  addrefs  in 
the  manner  or  circumftance  of 
application.  What  feems  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  was  the  total  lack  of 
difeipline  which  prevailed,  and 
which  became  every  day  more  vi¬ 
sible*  in  thofe  veteran  troops  which 
they  commanded,  and  which  had 
been  fo  long  inured  to  fervice. 
This  could  only  have  proceeded 
from  the  long  fcope  of  licentioufnefs 


in  which  they  had  been,  upon 
fyftem,  fo  freely  indulged  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  troubles  in 
the  Netherlands.  For  it  had  been 
a  maxim  long  and  clofely  prefled 
by  the  emperor  upon  his  com¬ 
manders  in  that  country,  to  render 
the  duty  of  the  foldiers  as  light  and 
as  pleafant  to  them  as  poftible  > 
particularly  directing  that  they 
fhould  not  be  wearied  or  c’dfgufted 
by  an  attention  to  the  trifling  parts 
or  minutiae  of  difeipline ;  as  if  he 
intended  to  transform  them  from 
foldiers  into  an  heterogeneous  mix¬ 
ture  of  civil  and  military  officers, 
who  were  to  be  dedicated  folely  to 
the  fervice  of  the  police.  From 
this  miftaken  principle,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  military  indulgence,  operat¬ 
ing  along  with  the  habits  they  had 
been  in  of  frequently  mafTacring 
a  tlefencelefs  people  without  danger 
or  refiftance,  the  troops  feemed  to 
change  their  nature  as  well  as  cha¬ 
racter;  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
engaged  in  real  fervice,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  face  an  enemy  upon  equal 
terms,  they  fhewed  themielves  to 
be  as  bafe  and  cowardly,  as  they 
were  in  all  inftances  profligate  and 
cruel.  This  only  can  account  for 
their  being  now  frequently  and 
fhamefully  beaten,  with  equal,  and 
even  inferior  forces,  by  the  raw 
Brabanters,  who  had  fo  newly  taken 
arms  into  their  hands. 

The  conflicts  which  took  place  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  were  accordingly  bloody  and 
cruel  in  the  extreme.  The  exorbi¬ 
tances  committed  on  one  fide  draw¬ 
ing  forth  fevere  retaliation  from  the 
other,  and  every  encounter  ferving 
to  increafe  the  animofity  and  fan- 
guinary  difpofition  of  the  hoftile 
parties. 

The  large  town  of  Tirlemont  was 

deftined 
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deftiried  to  prefent  one  among  the 
fearlieft  and  the  mod  horrid  of  thefe 
bloody  fcenes.  It  appears  that  a 
weak  body  of  patriots  being  clofely 
purfued  by  the  Auftrians  under 
general  Bender,  had  taken  re¬ 
fuge  in  that  place.  The  town  be¬ 
ing  open,  Bender  forced  his  way 
fword  in  hand  into  the  place,  where 
the  inhabitants  univerfally  taking 
part  with  their  countrymen,  gene- 
roufly  determined  to  protect  or  to 
perifh  along  with  them.  In  this 
date  of  things,  Tirlemont  feemed 
for  fome  hours  to  exhibit  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  affair  at  Turnhout,  with, 
however,  thefe  material  differences, 
that  there  were  no  artillery  in  the 
former,  that  the  inhabitants  were  in 
all  other  refpe&s  badly  provided 
and  armed,  and  that  the  patriotic 
troops  were  few  in  number.  Yet 
notwith  Handing  thefe  effential  de¬ 
feats,  the  defence  was  obftinately 
maintained  ;  the  inhabitants  and 
the  patriots  keeping  up  as  conftant 
a  fire,  from  the  roofs  and  windows 
of  the  houfes,  as  their  provifion  of 
arms  and  ammunition  could  poffibly 
fupply,  and  defending  every  houfe, 
ftreet,  and  avenue  with  the  utmoft 
intrepidity.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  aflailants  broke  open  the  houfes, 
and  even  the  churches  are  faid  to 
have  afforded  no  fanCtuary  or  pro¬ 
tection,  from  the  indiferiminate  maf- 
facre  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  that  came  within  their  reach. 

The  refiftance  being  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  with  unabated  obflinacy,  and 
the  defign  of  carrying  the  to  wn  be¬ 
ing  in  no  degree  of  completion,  the 
approach  of  night  put  an  end  to 
this  cruel  conflict.  General  Ben¬ 
der,  being  molt  unwillingly  com¬ 
pelled  to  l'ubmit  to  the  difgrace  of 
relinquifhing  his  enterprize,  found 
it  neceffavy  to  draw  off  his  troops 
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in  the  dufk  of  the  evening.  The 
lofs  of  lives,  in  this  paltry  affair, 
was  faid  to  amount  to  thirteen  hun¬ 
dred  on  both  fides,  including  in 
that  number  both  fexes,  with  all 
ages  and  conditions-. 

If  the  following  circumftances  be 
true,  it  would  feem  as  if  difafter 
and  misfortune  had  been  deftiried 
to  follow  or  to  meet  the  Auftrian 
troops  wherever  they  directed  their 
fleps.  It  is  Hated,  that  on  Ben¬ 
der’s  retreat  from  Tirlemont  by 
night,  he  met  general  Dalton  full 
in  his  way,  who  was  marching  .a 
flrong  detachment  with  great  dif- 
patch  to  his  affiftance.  That  under 
the  double  mi  flake  of  each  party 
miftaking  its  oppofite  for  the  ene¬ 
my,  they  fired  upon  each  other  in 
the  dark  ;  and  that  a  furious  en¬ 
counter  took  place,  in  which  feveral 
hundreds  were  killed  and  wounded 
on  both  fides,  before  the  error  was 
detected.  Although  fuch  fatal  mifl- 
takes  have  too  often  happened  to 
admit  any  doubt  of  their  poffibility, 
yet  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  time  tended  fo  much  to  the  fa¬ 
brication  of  falie  and  interefted  re¬ 
ports,  that  the  faCl  in  this  inftance 
may  well  be  confidered  as  doubt¬ 
ful. 

Precifion  and  truth  are,  indeed, 
little  to  be  hoped  for  in  the  reports 
of  fuch  a  warfare  as  the  prefent, 
and  under  fuch  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  violent  prejudices,  ani- 
mofity,  and  rage,  as  thofe  which  at 
this  time  prevailed  in  fpreading  de- 
folation  through  the  Low  Countries. 
Great  allowances  muft  therefore  be 
made  for  exaggeration  on  that  fide, 
which  alone  publifhed  any  detail  of 
thefe  tranfadiions ;  for  the  Auftrians 
were  entirely  filent  under  their  mis¬ 
fortunes.  It  is  neceflary  like  wife 
to  receive,  with  the  moft  guarded 
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caution,  the  charges  of  horrible 
cruelties  which  are  continually  made 
Epon  the  Auftrians,  as  if  they  had 
been  more  particularly  inhuman 
and  favage  than  other  nations.  For 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  and  fhould  be 
conlbmtly  kept  in  mind  while  read¬ 
ing  thefe  atrocious  charges,  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  troops  which  at  this  time 
•ierved  in  the  Netherlands  were 
compofed  of  regiments  railed  in 
the  country,  and  that  the  fblJiers 
were  confequently  natives.  Great 
cruelties  were  undoubtedly  com¬ 
mitted  ;  and  they  are  probably,  in 
a  certain  degree,  infeparable  from 
civil  wars.  It  mull:  likewife  be 
acknowledged,  however  it  may  be 
lamented,  and  however  flattering 
the  denial  might  be  to  our  vanity, 
that  cruelty  is  a  much  more  general 
ingredient  in  the  compofition  of 
mankind,  and,  when  it  can  be  exer- 
cifed  with  fafety,  difplays  itfelf 
openly  with  all  its  horrors  in  a 
much  greater  number  of  individu¬ 
als,  than  can  be  conceived  or  ima¬ 
gined  by  thofe,  who  have  happily 
pahed  their  lives  under  the  fmiling 
aufpices  of  peaceful  feafons. 

The  affair  at  Tirlemont  hap¬ 
pened  early  in  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  only  a  few  days  after 
the  adfion  at  Turnhout ;  but  dates 
and  many  other  effential  particulars 
are  very  imperfedily  given  in  many 
of  thefe  details.  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  foon  followed  by  the  defeat  of 
general  d’Arberg,  to  whom  the 
if  rabanters  gave  battle  in  the  open 
field.  We  are  here  left  without 
any  diredt  fpecification  of  the  time, 
or  even  the  place  of  adtion  ;  it, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  very 
bloody  to  the  Auftrians ;  and  it  is 
fai  l,  that  they  would  have  been  en¬ 
tirely'  cut  off  in  their  diiorderly 


flight  over  the  Scheldt,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  noble  Hand  fnade  by 
the  regiment  of  Bender,  who  brave¬ 
ly  formed  an  impaffable  body  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  to  cover  their 
retreat.  This  corps,  which  from  its 
manners  had  probably  been  drawn 
from  fome  of  the  rough  and  un¬ 
tamed  nations  bordering  on  Turkey, 
were  univerfally  abhorred  and  de- 
tefted  by  the  Netherlanders,  who, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  defcribe 
them  as  being  the  moll  favage,  fe¬ 
rocious,  and  cruel  of  mankind, 
acknowledge  that  they  were  by  far 
the  braved  of  all  the  Imperial 
forces.  A  prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau, 
faid  to  be  a  near  relation  to  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia,  fell  in  this  adtion  ; 
and  as  he  had  been  lately  guilty  of 
fome  peculiar  'acts  of  cold-blooded 
cruelty,  the  Brabant  ters  confidered 
his  death  as  nothing  lefs  than  an 
immediate  judgment  from  Heaven. 

The  Auftrians  are  faid  to  have 
loft  a  thoufand  men  in  this  adtion 
and  purfuit ;  and  they  are  charged 
with  the  molt  inhuman  cruelties  in 
every  part  of  the  country  which 
they  palled  through  after  the  de¬ 
feat  ;  particularly  the  inhabitants  of 
Vilflingen,  a  village  not  far  from 
Aloft,  are  faid  to  have  expiated,  by 
a  general  conflagration  and  mafia-? 
ere,  thofe  patriotic  difpofttions,  and 
emotions  of  joy  at  the  fuccefs  of 
their  countrymen,  which  they  had 
imprudently  been  too  forward  in 
(hewing.  It  is  even  faid  that  their 
cure,  a  very  old,  heiplefs,  and  inof- 
fenfive  man,  was  dragged  from  the 
altar,  whither  he  had  fled  for  re-, 
fuge,  and  put  to  death  without 
mercy.  It  may  not  perhaps  be  un¬ 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  ftriking 
contempt  for  religion,  and  for  every  ♦ 
thing  appertaining  to  it,  which 
this  time  fo  fla  grant!  v  marked  the 
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conduct  of  the  foldiery,  had  entirely 
fprung  up  in  the  Audrian  armies 
under  the  aufpices  of  Jofeph  II.  ; 
for  under  the  government  of  his 
predeceflors,  and.  particularly  of  his 
mother,  whatever  their  diforders  and 
irregularities  in  other  refpefls  might 
have  been,  they  were  at  lead  Chrif- 
tians  in  appearance. 

The  peafants  were  now  embody¬ 
ing,  without  waiting  for  particular 
orders,  or  even  for  leaders,  in  every 
part  of  Brabant  and  Flanders,  where 
the  immediate  prefence  of  the  Auf- 
trians  did  not  redrain  their  motions  ; 
and  large  detachments  from  Namur, 
Hainault,  and  other  neighbouring 
provinces,  were  every  day  arriving 
to  join  in  the  common  caufe.  In 
the  mean  time  the  patriots  gained 
pofleflion  of  Odend,  Bruges,  Lou¬ 
vain,  and  fome  other  conliderable 
places,  without  any  conted.  The 
ancient  and  turbulent  city  of  Ghent, 
fallen  and  depopulated  as  it  now  is, 
was  dedined  to  become  one*  more, 
what  it  had  been  fo  often  in  better 
days,  a  fcene  of  blood,  ruin,  and 
maflacre. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  November  1789,  a  fmall  body  of 
patriotic  troops,  amounting,  it  is 
(aid,  only  to  about  feven  hundred 
men,  marched  with  unparalleled 
boldnefs  and  audacity  to  attack  the 
city  of  Ghent,  which  contained,  in¬ 
cluding  the  citadel,  a  garrifon  of 
between  three  and  four  thoufand  re¬ 
gular  troops.  They  directed  their 
courfe  to  the  gate  which  takes  the 
name  of  Bruges,  and  which  after 
fome  conflict  they  forced.  During 
this  time  the  bridges  within  the 
walls  were  all  taken  up,  and  every 
other  meafure  of  precaution  adopt¬ 
ed,  which  could  tend  to  retard  or 
prevent  their  prog  refs  when  they 
entered  the  town.  A  battle  enfued 


in  die  ftreet,  immediately  upon  their 
entrance,  which  continued  for  fome 
hours ;  until  the  patriots  at  length 
drove  the  Audrians  before  them 
with  fuch  impetuolity,  that  one  part 
of  them  fled  for  refuge  to  the  cita¬ 
del,  and  the  remainder  retired  for 
fhelter  to  their  barracks,  which  they, 
however,  prepared  refolutely  to  de¬ 
fend.  Thefe  buildings  mud  have 
been  of  conliderable  drength,  and. 
well  dored  with  ammunition,  for  the 
fiege,  if  fo  it  may  be  called,  conti¬ 
nued  from  Friday  to  the  following 
Monday.  On  that  day  they  hung 
out  a  white  flag,  and  colonel  Lunden, 
who  commanded,  with  a  garrifon 
of  live  hundred  men,  were  oblige i 
to  give  up  their  arms,  and  to  lur- 
render  prisoners  of  war. 

We  have  no  information  what 
part  the  inhabitants  took  in  thefe 
conflicts ;  they  are  not  even  once 
mentioned  in  the  details,  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  any  part  of  what  we  have 
yet  hated.  It  leems^Tiowever,  not 
to  admit  of  a  doubt  that  they  eflbn- 
tially  aflided  the  patriots ;  for,  with¬ 
out  reckoning  on  the  general  tem¬ 
per  and  difpolition  of  the  people, 
it  would  not  other  wife  be  recon- 
cileable  to  reafon,  that  fuch  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men,  who  feemed  lod  in  the 
magnitude  of  fo  great  a  city,  Ihould, 
by  a  feries  of  fierce  and  continued 
attacks,  keep  it  for  feveral  days  in 
a  date  of  the  utmod  uproar,  and 
finally  triumph  over  and  reduce 
a  garrifon  fo  vaftly  luperior  in 
drength,  number,  and  all  military 
advantages  to  themfeives  ;  even  fup- 
pofing  the 'p  all  the  charges  of  noto¬ 
rious  cowardice,  with  which  the  af- 
failants  branded  the  regular  troops, 
had  been  well  founded. 

During  the  time  of  the  attack 
upon  the  barracks,  inllead  of  any 
vigorous  attempt  to  relieve  the  be- 
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fieged,  the  citadel  was  wholly  occu¬ 
pied  in  throwing  bombs  and  com- 
buhibles  of  different  forts  into  thofe 
parts  of  the  city  which  weie  the 
belt  inhabited,  and  where  the  build¬ 
ings  were  clofeft  or  moft  valu¬ 
able,  with  a  full  view  of  caufing 
fiuch  a  general  conflagration  as 
fhould  entirely  deflroy  it.  Whether 
they  were  not  furniftied  with  a  fuf- 
jfrcient  flock  of  combuftibles,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe  it  proceeded, 
this  fire  produced  only  a  partial, 
and  comparatively  very  fmall  effect 
to  what  was  to  be  expedled.  About 
thirty  capital  houfes,  with  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  greater  number  of  others, 
were  totally  dehroyed,  many  da-- 
maged,  feveral  of  the  flreets  ren¬ 
dered  impaffable  by  the  ruins,  and 
the.  inhabitants  kept  in  a  Itate  of 
conflant  terror  and  confuiion  by  the 
fires  which  were  continually  break¬ 
ing  out  in  different  quarters.  The 
cowardly  garrifon  of  the  citadel, 
who  dared  not  venture  to  the  relief 
of  their  diflreffed  fellows  in  the 
barracks,  were,  however,  fufficient- 
ly  alert  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
diforder  and  confufion  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  town.  They  made 
frequent  fallies  into  the  flreets,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  night,  where,  befides  ra- 
ine,  rapes,  murders,  and  the  mofl 
orrid  crimes,  were  faid  to  have 
marked  their  footft'eps. 

The  patriots  obliged  colonel  Lun- 
den  to  write  an  order  to  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  citadel  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  furrender  of  that  fortrefs, 
which  the  commandant  very  pro¬ 
perly  refufed  to  obey ;  fio  that  the 
affailants  found  the  work  and  mofl 
difficult  part  of  their  work  was  kill 
to  be  done,  efpecially  as  it  does  not 
feem  that  they  poffefled  any  artil¬ 
lery.  But  the  cowardice  of  the 
commander,  augmented  by  a  krong 


fenfe  of  the  punifhment  due  to  his 
cruelty  and  crimes,  operating,  pro¬ 
bably,  with  a  defire  of  preferring 
the  pillage  he  had  obtained,  ferved 
to  fupply  all  thefe  defe&s.  For  in 
the  dead  of  the  night  he  evacuated 
the  citadel,  and  marched  off  with 
his  whole  garrifon,  bag  and  bag¬ 
gage  ;  having  at  his  departure  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf,  if  poflible,  more  in¬ 
famous  than  before,  by  the  cruel 
pillage  and  maffac:  e  of  which  he 
was  guilty  in  all  the  houfes  and 
flreets  which  lay  within  reach  of  the 
fortrefs, 

Such  were  the  circumflances  un¬ 
der  which  Ghent  and  its  citadel, 
poffeffed  by  a  powerful  and  nume¬ 
rous  garrifon  of  regular  forces, 
were  mofl  unaccountably  reduced 
by  a  handful  of  raw  infurgents, 
who  could  icarcely  be  fuppofed  to 
know  the  ufe  of  the  arms  which 
they  carried.  The  inhabitants,  as 
foon  as  they  were  freed  from  the 
prefence  and  terror  of  the  enemy, 
took  immediate  meaiures  for  the 
re-ehablifhment  of  order,  and  for 
its  further  prefervation.  One  of 
their  earlieft  determinations  was  the 
taking  a  body  of  three  thoufand 
men  into  immediate  pay,  who  were 
to  be  provided  and  armed  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  city. 
The  taking  of  this  place  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  greatefl  confequence  to 
the  patriots ;  the  more  particularly 
as  it  removed  the  reftraint  which 
difabled  the  hates  of  Flanders  from 
aflembling  there,  which  they  ea¬ 
gerly  wifhed  to  do,  for  the  purpofe# 
of  legalizing  their  public  proceed¬ 
ings,  as  thofe  of  Brabant  had  done, 
for  giving  a  form  to  their  intended 
new  conftitution,  and  to  conclude  a 
league  and  federal  union  with  the 
other  .provinces. 

The  rapid  and  brilliant  fucceffes 
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of  the  patriots  were  fo  adonifhing 
to  general  Dalton,  that  he  feecned 
in  a  great  meafnre  to  be  confound- 
ed  and  over  -  powered  by  them. 
Perhaps  the  painful  talk  of  recount¬ 
ing  fo  many  fhameful  defeats  to  the 
eniDeror,  and  of  endeavouring  to 

A  O 

account  for  or  excufe  the  failure  of 
the  troops  in  every  indance,  which 
implied  fo  much  cenfure  on  his  own 
conduct,  judgment,  and  defigns,  was 

not  the  lead  of  the  vexations  which 

*  / 

he  then  endured.  Thus  involved, 
funk  in  hope,  and  diftreffed,  he  fhut 
himfelf  lip  in  Bruffels,  where  for 
feme  time  the  gates  were  kept  clofe 
fhut,  and  drongly  guard&d  by  day 
as  well  as  by  night ;  but  perceiving 
at  length  that  this  novel  meafure 
was  underdood  as  an  open  confef- 
lion  of  his  weaknefs  and  apprehen- 
fion,  and  was'  become  a  fubjeft  of 
ftanding  jed  and  ridicule  among 
the  people,  he  thought  it  conve¬ 
nient  to  admit  the  gates  to  be  again 
opened  by  day.  But  even  in  thefe 
liritoward  circumdances,  he  dill  per- 
fevered  to  the  lad  in  the  fame 
haughtinefs  and  ungracioufnefs  of 
manner,  and  purfued  the  fame  hardi 
and  arbitrary  conduft,  which  had 
already  rendered  him  fo  univerfally 
odious.  Among  the  numerous  in¬ 
dances  of  this  kind,  was  the  fend¬ 
ing  above  forty  of  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bruffels,  merely  upon 
fufpicion,  prifoners  to  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp,  which  was  then  judly  con¬ 
fide  red  as  the  Badille  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands. 

The  prefent  alarming  date  of  af¬ 
fairs  induced  the  emperor,  notwith- 
danding  his  haughtinefs  and  natu¬ 
ral  obdinacy,  and  notwithdanding 
the  total  want  of  faith  in  his  pro- 
mifes  or  engagements,  which  he 
could  not  but  know  was  univerfally 
prevalent,  to  commit  himfelf,  as  a 
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lad  effort,  to  paper,  and  to  publifli, 
what  in  fome  degree  might  be  con* 
fidered  as  a  penitentionary  declara* 
tion,  add  reded  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Low  Countries.  In  this  piece, 
which  was  dated  at  Vienna,  cm  the 
2Gth  of  November  1789,  along  with 
expreffmg  great  forrow  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  troubles,  and  fome  furprize  at 
the  violent  meafures  which  were 
purfued,  he  exhorts  the  mal-contents 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  trud 
to  his  clemency  and  paternal  affec» 
tion,  for  the  redrefs  of  any  real 
grievances  which  they  fudained. 
He  places  in  a  drong  light  the  de- 
druftion  which  mud  enfue  to  their 
country,  and  the  inevitable  ruin  to 
its  inhabitants,  if  by  their  obdinacy 
they  fhould  compel  him  to  relin- 
quifh  the  great  line  of  conoued 
which  he  was  now  purfuing,  and  to 
pour  in  for  their  fupprefuon  thofe 
numerous  and  conquering  armies, 
which  were  now  fo  fuccefsfully  em¬ 
ployed  againd  a  foreign  enemy. 
He  endeavours  partly  to  juftify,  and 
partly  to  apologize  for  and  explain, 
feveral  of  the  mod  obnoxious  parts 
of  his  pad  conduct.  He  expreffes 
much  furprize  that  they  fhould 
abufe  the  holy  name  of  religion, 
by  reprefenting  that  as  the  motive 
of  their  condudl  ;  and  dates,  that 
the  edablilhment  of  a  ge  neral  femi- 
nary  at  Louvain  was  to  add  to  the 
glory  of  the  clergy  and  of  religion. 
He  has,  however,  he  fays,  already 
re-edablilhed  the  epifcopal  femina- 
ries ;  and  he  promiles  that  the  new 
feminaries  at  Louvain  fhall  from 
that  moment  ceafe.  He  likewife 
fufpends  the  teaching  of  theology 
at  Louvain,  and  the  operation  of 
the  ecciefiadical  laws  at  Bruffels, 
until  the  prefent  diforders  are  quel¬ 
led,  and  the  neceffary  arrangements 
made.  He  concludes  by  an  order, 

that 
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that  no  perfon  fhall  be  arreded  for 
&ny  caufe,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  but  according  to  the  ex- 
iliing  laws  and  edabliihed  ufages ; 
and  by  granting  a  genera],  full,  and 
perpetual  amnedy  to  all  who  lhall 
return  to  their  duty  within  a  certain 
ipecified  but  confiderable  portion  of 
time,  the  leaders  of  the  revolt  alone 
excepted. 

But  the  feafon  for  negotiations  to 
fucceed,  or  for  promifes  or  concef- 
fions  to  produce  efreft,  was  now  to¬ 
tally  paft.  The  dates  of  Flanders, 
without  waiting  for  the  interpofition 
of  any  conciliatory  propofals  from 
the  emperor,  boldly  feized,  without 
hefitation,  the  fovereign  authority 
in  their  province  ;  and  in  imitation 
of  their  Dutch  neighbours,  afiumed 
the  dyle  of  High  and  Mighty  States. 

their  did  meeting 
palled  fix  refclu- 
5,  by  the  Ard  of 
which  they  declared-tne  emperor  to 
have  forfeited  all  right  and  title  to 
the  fovereignty  of  Flanders.  By  the 
others  they  agreed  to  raife  imme¬ 
diately  an  army  of  20,000  men,  in¬ 
cluding  a  thoufand  who  were  to  be 
armed  with  rifles,  but  exclufive  of 
the  quotas  which  were  to  be  fur- 
nilhed  by  the  towns.  They  ap¬ 
pointed  commiflioners  for  raifing 
and  organizing  this  army,  with  au¬ 
thority  to  purchafe  fufficient  arms 
and  ammunition  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers  for  their  fupply. 
And  they  laflly  refolved  to  unite 
themfelves  with  the  dates  of  Bra¬ 
bant  and  Hainault ;  and  decreed, 
that  the  council  of  Flanders  Ihould 
tio  longer  be  confidered  as  pro¬ 
vincial  but  fovereign. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bruflels  be¬ 
came  too  impatient  of  the  defpotifm 
of  Dalton,  to  wait  the  iffue  of  the 
numberlefs  provifions  and  flow  pre- 
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parations,  which  the  patriotic  army, 
yet  in  a  great  meafure  unformed, 
and  deditute  almod  of  all  military 
means  of  Regular  fervice,  was  of 
necelflty  to  make,  before  it  could 
proceed  upon  fo  great  and  hazard¬ 
ous  an  enterprize  as  that  of  attempt¬ 
ing  their  deliverance.  Their  impa¬ 
tience  and  indignation  were  farther 
excited,  and  the  grievance  became 
the  more  intolerable,  from  their  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  happy  date  of  their 
furrounding  neighbours  and  coun¬ 
trymen,  who  had  almod  every  where 
fhaken  olf  the  yoke,  while  they 
were  peculiarly  and  difgracefully 
marked  by  dill  groaning  under  the 
fame  odious  tyranny.  A  feleCt  num¬ 
ber  of  the  braved  citizens,  infpired 
by  thefe  fentiments  with  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  enthufiafm,  formed  the  ge¬ 
nerous  and  gallant,  but  apparently 
defperate  deflgn  of  re/cuing  Bruf- 
fels  from  its  prefent  tyranny,  or  of 
perifliing  in  the  attempt.  The 
deflgn  was  undoubtedly  worthy 
the  inhabitants  of  a  Grecian  city, 
in  the  mod  Alining  days  of  that 
country.  This  confpiracy,  if  fuch 
it  may  be  called,  for  it  feemed  to 
be  conduced  with  too  much  open- 
nefs  and  fairnefs  to  come  under  that 
denomination,  was  by  no  means  ge¬ 
neral  among  the  inhabitants ;  and 
it  is  aderted,  that  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  adailants  engaged  in  the 
fird  attacks  upon  the  Audrians  did 
not  exceed  five  hundred,  while  the 
number  of  the  latter  was  edimated 
at  between  five  and  fix  thoufand. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved  that 
th'e  Audrians,  through  the  number 
of  pods  which  they  occupied  in  the 
city  and  fuburbs,  were  greatly  di¬ 
vided,  and  feparated  by  confiderable 
didances. 

No  riot  or  tumult  was  made  or 
pretended  to  cover  the  real  deflgn, 

nor 
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ftor  was  it  commenced,  as  ufual  in 
fuch  cafes,  by  furprize  or  aftaffination ; 

but  about  four  o’clock  in 
eS’  9*  an  afternoon,  as  if  it  had 
*7  9*  been  a  trial  of  military 
fkill  and  manceuvre9  this  band  of 
heroic  citizens  marched  boldly  and 
openly,  to  attack  and  feize  the  fol- 
diers  who  we,re  appointed  to  guard 
the  mint, as  well  as  all  thofe  who  were 
ftationed  or  quartered  in  the  diffe¬ 
rent  convents.  In  thefe  enterprizes 
they  fucceeded  without  difficulty; 
for  general  Dalton,  contrary  to  his 
ufual  temper  and  difpofition,  having 
direfled  his  views  entirely  to  paci¬ 
fication,  and  to  the  conclufion  of*  an 
armiftice,  placed  fo  much  trull  in 
the  hope  of  attaining  that  objeft, 
that  he  did  not  choofe  to  exafperate 
matters  for  the  prefent  by  any  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  patriots.  The  ne- 
gociation  on  this  fubjefl  feems  to 
have  oceafioned  a  paufe  on  both 
fides,  for  feveral  hours,  during  the 
evening  and  night;  but  our  infor¬ 
mation,  which  is  extremely  imper¬ 
fect  in  all  its  parts,  is  particularly 
fo  with  refped  to  the  order  of  time  ; 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguifh, 
with  any  precifion,  thofe  actions 
which  took  place  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night,  from  thofe  which  were 
decided  on  the  following  day.  At 
all  events,  the  delay  mult  have  been 
highly  ufeful  to  the  band  of  patriots, 
as  it  afforded  time  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  to  colled  their  thoughts 
and  refoludon,  and  to  determine 
upon  the  part  which  it  was  fit  for 
them  to  take.  It  appears  upon  the 
whole,  that,  the  negociation  for  an 
armiftice  not  fucceeding,  both  par¬ 
ties  had  recourfe  to  arms  during 
fome  part  of  the  night. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  although 
the  circumftance  is  not  mentioned, 
and  was  undoubtedly  omitted  on 
Vo L.  XXXIII. 


purpofe,  but  that  the  500  original 
infurgents  had  by  this  time  been 
joined  by  a  great  number,  if  not 
by  the  generality  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  A  reinforcement  of  800 
men,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon 
(which  they  planted  in  the  great 
fquare)  had  likewile  arrived  during 
the  night  to  the  aid  of  the  Andri¬ 
ans.  The  firft  attack  was  made  by 
general  Dalton,  who,  upon  the  failure 
of  the  propofed  armiftice,  fent  a 
ftrong  detachment  to  deliver  the 
officers  and  foldiers  who  had  been 
made  prifoners  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  infurreCtion,  and  who 
were  confined  in  the  lower  town. 
This  motion  ferved  as  an  imme¬ 
diate  fignal  for  general  action  to 
the  patriots,  who  furioufty  attacked 
and  routed  the  detachment  on  its 
march  ;  after  which  they  inverted 
the  great  market-place,  which  feems 
to  have  been  rendered  a  principal 
place  of  arms.  Here,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  conflict,  they  carried 
every  thing  before  them,  became 
mailers  of  the  corps-de-garde ,  took 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  made 
above  400  Auftrians  prifoners.  Dif¬ 
ferent  engagements  were  now  car¬ 
ried  on  with  great  fury  in  every 
quarter  of  the  city,  and  in  a  few 
hours  the  infurgents  became  mailers 
of  the  barracks  and  of  the  maga- 
zines,  in  which  they  found  2,000 
mulkets,  befides  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition  and  ready-made 
cartridges. 

General  Dalton,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  troops,  or  at  leaft  fo  many 
as  could  be  collected  in  the  prelent 
confufion,  had  retired  into  the  park, 
and  the  royal  fquare,  the  only  places, 
of  defence  they  had  now  left,  where 
they  were  fupported  by  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon.  .Tne  infurgents 
haftened  from  all  quarters  to  drive 
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them  from  this  lafl  re  fort  ;  and 
.about  noon  they  were  furioufty  at¬ 
tacked  on  all  lides.  A  very  heavy 
firing  tookjfface,  and  was  well  fup- 
. ported  on  both  fides  for  more  than 
an  hour.  But  affairs  at  length  be¬ 
came  fo  defperate,  and  the  courage 
and  fury  of  the  patriots  were  fo  ir- 
refiilible,  that  general  Dalton,  with 
-ail  his  known  military  Ikill,  and 
long-tried  valour,  and  with  the  great 
Hakes,  involving  both  his  own  for¬ 
tune  and  that  of  his  mailer,  which 
were  depending,  was  compelled  to 
endure  the  mortification  of  defiring 
to  capitulate.  The  terms  were  few, 
and  not  long  in  agitation.  They 
admitted  a  fafe  but  immediate  re¬ 
treat  to  him  and  to  the  remains  of 
his  garrifon and  within  an  hour 
the  Auilrian  troops  marched  out, 
with  great  precipitation  and  no  lefs 
diforder,  through  the  gate  leading 
to  Namur.  The  prifoners  taken  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  various  actions 
were  netf  included  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion,  and  the  Brabanters,  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  elated,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  by 
their  luccefs,  beaked  that  they  had 
3,000  of  them  in  their  poffeflion. 
This  extraordinary  ftroke  might  be 
confidered  as  nearly  putting  an  end, 
at  leak  for  the  prefent,  to  the  Auf- 
trian  dominion  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  nothing  now  remaining  which 
they  could  hope  to  retain  but  the 
dutchy  of  Luxemburgh;  a  fmall 
.  garrifon  which  they  Hill  held  in 
the  citadel  of  Antwerp  being  of  no 
account. 

The  burgeffes  of  Bruffels  valued 
tliemfelves,  with  great  propriety 
and  juftice,  Hill  more  highly,  upon 
the  continence  which  they  preleiv- 
.  ed  in  their  condud-,  both  in  and  af¬ 
ter  the  rage  and  fury  of  thefe 
.  bloody  addons,  than  even  upon  the 
.valour  with  which  they  had  fub- 


dued  fo  dangerous  and  powerful  an 
enemy.  Not  a  man  was  killed  in 
cold  blood,  nor  quarter  refufed  to 
any  who  demanded  it  in  the  heat  of 
addon  :  not  a  fmp-le  houfe  was  burnt 

o 

or  plundered,  although  the  owners 
who  were  inimical  to  the  revolution 
were  well  and  generally  known  ; 
nor  was  hurt  or  ihjury  offered  to 
any  perfon  except  in  fair  and  open 
hoftility.  General  Dalton,  with 
the  remainder  of  his  baffled  and  dif- 
graced  troops,  fpeedily  evacuated 
Namur,  and  quitting  the  country 
entirely,  retired  towards  Luxem¬ 
burgh,  not  committing  the  fmallefl 
hoftility  or  depredation  in  any  of 
the  places  they  palled  through ;  thus 
affirming  a  moderation  and  lenity 
when  it  was  too  late,  which  would 
have  been  eminently  ufeful  in  the 
proper  feafon.  Count  Trautmanf- 
dorrf,  with  fome  other  principal 
members  of  the  late  government, 
retired  to  Liege  ;  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen, 
nor  of  the  arch-duchefs,  fo  that  it 
is  probable  they  had  previoufly 
quitted  Bruffels;  but  the  lenity  of 
their  government,  fo  far  as  their 
own  inclinations  were  allowed  to 
operate,  the  continual  applications 
which  they  were  known  to  have 
made  at  Vienna  in  favour  of  the 
provinces*  along  with  their  many 
excellent  private  qualities,  had  fo 
effectually  endeared  them  to  the 
people,  who  were  forward  on  every 
occaffon  in  expreffmg  their  gratitude 
that  they  were  certain  in  all  fitu- 
ations,  and  under  whatever  oircum- 
ftances,  of  commanding  their  utmoft 
attention,  refpeCt,  and  even  affec¬ 
tion.  So  eaiily  may  popularity  be 
acquired  by  the  great,  if  the  fit  fea- 
fons  are  chofen  for  making  the  ac* 
quifition  ! 

About  the  time  of  iffuing  the 

laft 
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!ad  memorial  from  Vienna,  the  em¬ 
peror  difpatched  count  Cobentzel, 
-an  able  minider,  particularly  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  diplomatical  knowledge 
and  abilities,  from  that  capital  to 
Bruffels,  in  the  flattering  hope  of 
his  being  able  to  accomplifh  a  pa¬ 
cification  and  re-union  with  the 
Belgic  provinces.  The  powers  of 
this  minifter  were  fupreme  and  un¬ 
limited,  he  being  accountable  only 
to  his  mailer  for  his  conduit ; 
while  thofe  hitherto  held  by  the 
counts  Dalton  and  Trautmanfdorff, 
if  not  abfolutely  fufpended,  were  at 
lead  fecondary  and  fubfervient,  dur¬ 
ing  the  unknown  term  of  his  mif- 
fion.  The  lofs  of  Bruffels  was  not 
forefeen  at  the  time  of  this  appoint¬ 
ment  ;  and  Cobentzel’s  ill  health, 
along  with  his  defire  of  obtaining 
all  the  information  that  was  poffible 
of  the  date  of  public  affairs  before 
he  arrived  at  the  fcene  of  bufinefs, 
having  delayed  him  on  the  way,  lie 
had  the  fortune  of  arriving  jud  at 
the  time  of  breaking  up  the  old  go¬ 
vernment,  and  when  the  former 
miniders  had  fled  from  the  country. 
Cobentzel,  however,  did  not  defid 
from  endeavouring  to  fulfil  the  pur- 
pofes  of  his  million,  and  accordingly 
opened  a  negociation  with  the  new 
government. 

It  was  probably  in  confequence 
•f  this  negociation,  that  the  dates 
'•  of  Brabant  tranfmitted  to  Vienna  a 
•document,  which  might  be  confi- 
-dered  as  their  ultimatum ,  containing 
thofe  articles  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  rights,  privileges,  and  liber¬ 
ties,  the  punctual  fulfilment  of  which 
could  alone  induce  them  to  fubmit 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  emperor. 
Thefe  conditions  were  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  knowing  Jofeph’s  tem¬ 
per  and  character  fo  well  as  they 
did,  the  dates  certainly  could 
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expedt,  and  probably  did  not  wifh, 
he  ihould  comply  with. 

The  fird  article  went  to  the  ex- 
tendon,  in  the  fulled  manner,  of  all 
the  articles,  privileges*  and  immu¬ 
nities,  whether  ancient  or  modern, 
which  were  included  in  the  joyeuft 
entree ,  to  all  the  other  Belgic  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  they 
had  been  granted'  to  or  enjoyed  by 
Brabant.  Another  dipulated,  that 
no  law  fhould  be  promulgated  in 
any  of  thofe  provinces,  which  had 
not  fird  been  approved  of  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  fovereign  council  of 
Brabant.  By  the  third,  to  defeat 
all  future  attempts  of  the  fovereign 
to  loofen  or  diffolve  the  union  of 
the  provinces,  no  feparate  fubddy 
was  to  be  granted  by  any  of  them. 
The  ancient  dates  general,  but 
now  organized  in  a  new  manner, 
the  number  of  commiilioners  being 
proportioned  to  the  extent  and  con¬ 
futation  of  the  refpedlive  provin¬ 
ces,  (upon  which  principle  Brabant 
and  Flanders  were  to  fend  twelve 
each,  while  the  fmaller  were  con¬ 
fined  to  fix  deputies  only,  that  is, 
to  two  from  each  order)  were  to 
meet  annually  at  Bruffels,  for  the 
purpofe  of  granting  fubddies,  and 
to  difpatch  the  general  bufinefs  of 
the  provinces.  It  was  likewife  laid 
down  as  a  rule,  that  all  perfons  who 
in  future  fhould  compofe  the  go¬ 
vernment  general  mud  have  been 
born  in  the  Netherlands ;  with  a 
fingle  exception  in  favour  of  the 
governor  or  captain  general,  (of¬ 
fices  which  hereafter  were  to  be 
veiled  in  the  fame  perfort)  when  he 
is  of  the  blood  royal.  Other  arti¬ 
cles  went  to  guard  the  purity  of 
the  courts  of  jtfltice,  and  to  prevent! 
the  poffibility  of  any  interference 
or  influence  of  the  fovereign  from 
operating  in  their  proceedings  2 
[JH  2  That 
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That  the  univerfity  of  Louvain 
fhould  be  re-eft? blilhed  in  all  its 
privileges :  That  a  national  coun¬ 
cil  fhould  be  held  every  two  years 
under  the  prefidency  of  their  pri¬ 
mate,  the  archbilhop  of  Malines, 
which  fhould  regulate  the  difcipline 
of  the  Belgic  church,  and  have  the 
direction  of  all  ecclefi&dical  affairs  : 
And  laftly,  that  the  kings  of  France, 
England,  Pruffia,  and  the  dates  of 
the  United  Provinces,  fhould  be 
guarantees  of  the  conflitution  of 
Belgic  Auftria. 

It  may  be  eafily  judged,  from  a 
review  of  thefe  preliminary  articles, 
that  the  negociations  and  abilities 
of  count  Cobentzei  were  not  likely 
to  produce  much  edeft  in  the  pre- 
fent  date  of  things. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rejoicings 
in  Brudels  were  extreme,  and  the 
mod  folcmn  offices  of  religion  were 
Celebrated,  as  well  to  return  thanks 
for  their  happy  deliverance,  as  to 
offer  up  their  orifons  for  the  fouls  of 
thofe  brave  men  who  had  fallen  in 
the  caufe  of  their  country.  Sove¬ 
reignty  now  .appeared  in  every 
thing.  The  ancient  courts  of  juf- 
tice  were  redored,  and  appeared  in 
all  their  cudomary  forms  and  fplen- 
dor.  Gazettes  were  publifhed  un¬ 
der  the  aufpices  of  government;  a 
new  oath  of  allegiance  was  admi- 
nidered  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
date,  as  well  as  to  the  deputies  of 
the  committee  of  the  dates  of  Bra¬ 
bant ;  while  that  city  enjoyed  fo 
profound  a  tranquillity,  that  a  newly- 
arrived  dranger  would  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  believe,  it  had  fo  lately 
prefenteda  fcene  of  blood  and  con- 
fufion. 

On  the  lad  day  of  the  year  1789, 
the  dates  of  Brabant  being  affem- 
bled  at  Brudels,  bound  themfelves 
by  oath,  in  the  prefence  of  the  citi¬ 


zens,  religioufly  to  preferve  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  conditution 
of  their  country ;  and  then  admi- 
nidered  the  fame  oath  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fovereign  council  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  amidd  the  general  acclama¬ 
tions  and  rejoicings  of  the  people. 

Within  a  few  days  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  year  1790,  the  dates  of 
Flanders  concluded  and  publifhed 
an  a 61  of  union,  offenlive  and  de- 
fendve,  with  thofe  of  Brabant.  By 
this  aft  the  parties  were  mutually 
bound,  that  neither  of  them  fhould 
enter  into  any  negociation  or  agree¬ 
ment  whatever  with  any  foreign 
date,  particularly  with  their  late 
fovereign,  without  the  confent  and 
approbation  of  the  other.  And  the 
dates  of  Flanders,  in  order  to  give 
thofe  of  Brabant  every  proof  of  pure 
cordialicy  and  dncere  friendfhip,. 
and  to  man i fed  a  defire  of  cement¬ 
ing  an  indiffoluble  union  with  them, 
agree  to  the  propofal  already  made 
by  the  former,  that  the  faid  union 
fhall  compcfe  a  fovereignty  of  the 
two  dates,  in  fucji  manner,  that 
all  the  power  and  exercife  of  that* 
fovereignty  be  concentered  in  a 
congrefs,  which  fhall  be  compofed 
of  a  prefcribed  number  of  deputies 
from  each  party,  according  to  arti¬ 
cles  and  regulations  hereafter  to  be 
fettled.  Provided,  however,  that 
the  powers  of  that  fovereign  af- 
fembly  fhall  go  no  further  than  to 
mutual  defence,  to  the  right  of  mak¬ 
ing  peace  and  declaring  war,  confe- 
quently  to  the  railing  and  fupport 
of  a  national  militia,  to  the  main¬ 
taining  of  neceffiary  fortifications, 
to  the  entering  into  alliances  with 
foreign  powers,  and  to  fuch  other 
matters,  in  which  the  common  iftte- 
reds  of  both  daces  are  mutually  con¬ 
cerned. 

This  treaty  being  fpeedily  ac¬ 
cepted 
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cepted  and  ratified  by  the  ftates  of 
Brabant,  was  foon  acceded  to  by 
Hainault,  and  all  the  other  late 
Auftrian  provinces,  excepting  Lim- 
burgh. 

Succefs  and  profperity  foon  be¬ 
gan  to  produce  fome  of  their  ufual 
eifefts,  in  the  fentiments  even  of  a 
people,  deemed  fo  flow  in  their  paf- 
iions,  and  fo  moderate  in  their  con- 
du6l  and  difpofition,  as  the  Nether- 
landers  have  ufually  been  conftder- 
ed.  Scarcely  yet  aiTured  of  their 
emancipation,  their  power  by  no 
means  eftablifhed,  nor  any  force  at 
all  adequate  to  its  prefer vation  form¬ 
ed,  fubjeft  to  have  all  their  hopes 
overthrown  by  every  blaft  of  for¬ 
tune,  and  while  the  fcourge  of  a 
vindictive  fovereign  was  ftiil  hang¬ 
ing  heavily  over  their  heads ;  yet, 
in  thefe  doubtful  and  precarious  cir- 
cumftances,  nothing  lefs  was  now 
talked  of  than  the  conqueft  of  the 
dutchy  and  ftrong  city  of  Luxem- 
burgh  ;  and  fo  wide-fpreading  was 
the  blind  fpirit  of  ambition,  already 
grown,  that  hints  were  thrown  out, 
though  with  fome  obfervation  of 
caution,  of  the  propriety  of  re-unit¬ 
ing  the  barbed  French  provinces  in 
the  Low  Countries  to  their  old 
neighbours,  the  members  of  the  new 
Belgic  republic.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  ferment  and  diforders  in  F  ranee, 
with  the  unwearied  labours  of  their 
political  miffionaries,  who  were 
fpread  in  all  countries,  and  whofe 
zeal  in  the  propagation  of  their  new 
doClrines  was  without  example  in 
ancient  or  modern  hitlory,  were  pro¬ 
ducing  a  gradual  but  wonderful  ef¬ 
fect  upon  the  people  of  the  Low 
Countries.  Along  with  the  general 
laxity  of  morals,  and  licentioufnefs 
of  manners  which  that  nation  was 
ever  eminent  in  difleminating,  their 
new-fangled  doctrines  in  religion 


and  politics,  had  been  the  means 
of  fetting  afloat  ftrange  and  loofe 
opinions  in  both  refpedfs,  which 
had  till  then  been  unthought  and 
unheard  of  among  that  ferious,  ra¬ 
tional  people. 

The  ftates  of  Flanders  ft  ruck  a 
medal  to  commemorate  the  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  an  example  which  was  fpee- 
dily  followed  by  thofe  of  Brabant. 
In  the  month  of  January,  the  ftates 
general  of  the  united  Netherlands 
fettled  the  terms '*of  their  federal 
union,  the  confederacy  being  in  fu¬ 
ture  to  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  title 
of  the  United  Belgic  States.  The 
treaty  of  union  was  figned  by  the 
deputies  of  Brabant,  Flanders,  Weft 
Flanders,  Flemifh  Guelderland, 
Hainault,  Namur,  Tournay,  the 
Tournefis,  and  Mechlin.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fair  and  equitable 
than  the  conditions  of  union,  with 
refpedl  to  the  diftinCl  rights  of  each 
province,  A  perfeCl  equality  was 
eftablifhed  among  all,  each  being 
fovereign  and  independant  in  the 
exercife  of  its  internal  p-overnment; 
but  the  fovereign  power,  which  was 
to  regulate  the  great  and  general 
affairs  of  ftate,  was,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  ftated,  to  be  veiled  entirely 
in  the  congrefs. 

Though  the  province  of  Lim- 
burgh  had  fent  three  deputies  to  the 
meeting,  they  evaded  figning  the 
adt  of  union  and  confederacy,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  their  not  being  in- 
ftrudled  on  that  head  by  their  con- 
ftituents;  but  the  real  caufe  was,  the 
meafure  being  contrary  to  the  poli¬ 
tical  principles,  likings,  or  opinions 
of  the  pepple  of  that  province.  This 
failure  or  defection  of  Limburgh, 
was  fo  highly  refented  by  the  Bra- 
banters,  that  in  the  excefs  of  that 
pride,  generated  by  their  new-born 
fovereignty,  eight  hundred  of  them 
[■5]  3  ’  J'et 
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fet  out  immediately  for  the  invafion 
of  that  country,  and  to  punifh  ano¬ 
ther  people  for  exerciling  that  free¬ 
dom  of  mind  and  conduct  on  the 
poffieffion  of  which  they  fo  much 
valued  themfelves.  The  river  Meufe 
was  found  upon  this  occafion,  as 
well  as  others  that  fucceeded,  a  for¬ 
tunate  barrier  to  the  people  of  Lim- 
burgh ;  and  this  haltv,  raih,  and 
unjnfl  enterprize,  experienced  the 
fortune  to  which  it  was  fo  fully  en¬ 
titled.  We  are  not  informed  of  the 
time,  place,  or  particular  circum- 
flances  of  the  enfuing  aftion ;  but 
only  in  general,  that  the  Brabanters 
being  encountered  by  a  party  of 
Auftrians,  were  entirely  defeated, 
and  driven  back  in  great  confulion, 
with  the  lofs  of  three  hundred  of 
their  number. 

This  lofs  and  difgrace,  ferved  to 
increafe  the  rage  ag^iinft  the  Lim- 
burghers;  and  a  ftrong  divifion  of 
the  patriotic  army,  furnifoed  with 
artillery,  was  accordingly  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  formal  invafion  and  con- 
qiipft  of  that  province.  But  the 
Meufe  lay  ftill  in  the  way,  and  the 
only  apparent  method  for  furmount¬ 
ing  that  difficulty,  was  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  people  of  Liege,  to  grant 
leave  to  the  army  to  pais  the  river 
at  the  bridge  of  that  city  ;  a  requeft 
of  which  no  doubt  was  entertained 
but  it  would  have  been  freely  grant-' 
ed,,  It  happened,  however,  fortur 
Lately  to  the  country  which  was 
thus  threatened  with  war  and  defo¬ 
liation,  that  a  P ruffian  general,  then 
Rationed  at  Liege,  poffeffied  f«ch 
influence,  if  not  command,  over 
that  turbulent  people,  that,  contrary 
to  their  own  difpolition  and  wifhes, 
which  accorded  entirely  with  thofe 
©f  the  Brabanters,  he  procured  a 
refufal  of  the  requcll.  Thus  was 
Limb.urgh  laved  for  the  prefentj 


G  i  S  T  E  R,  1791. 

nor  was  the  fcheme  of  invaflon, 
though  often  afterwards  talked  of, 
ever  carried  into  effect. 

The  Belgic  forces  were,  how¬ 
ever,  more  fuccefsful  in  feveral  other 
fmall  engagements  with  the  Auf¬ 
trians  that*  they  had  been  on  the 
flde  of  Limburgh;  and  the  ftates 
were  abundantly  confoled  for  that 
difappointment,  by  the  unexpected 
and  unaccountable  furrender  of  the 
citadel  of  Antwerp.  That  fortrefs 
was  faid  to  have  been  capable  of 
making  a  very  troublefome  and 
even  long  defence,  confldering  how 
ill  calculated  and  provided  the  af- 
failants  were  for  fuch  an  undertak¬ 
ing  ;  and  though  its  furrender  was 
at  firffc  reprefented  to  the  common 
people  as  a  fort  of  miracle,  it  was 
foon  openly  faid,  and  much  more 
generally  believed,  that  the  trea¬ 
chery  of  the  governor  had  render¬ 
ed  all  fupernatural  aid  needlefs, 
and  that  a  prudent  application  of 
gold  had  afforded  cheaper  as  well 
as  eafier  means  for  its  recovery, 
than  could  have  been  procured  from 
cannon-balls  and  gunpowder.  If  the 
charge  of  treachery,  fo  loudly  raifed 
again!!  the  governor, was  well  found- 
ed,  he  probably  owed  his  efcape 
from  the  puni foment  which  he  fo 
juilly  merited  to  the  difordered  Hate 
of  the  times. 

The  fpirit  of  enterprize  and  mar¬ 
tial  ardour  which  has  at  all  times 
fo  ftrongly  marked  the  charafter  of 
Englifornen,  induced  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  moll  of  whom  had  ferved 
as  officers  in  the  lali  war,  to  pafs 
over  as  volunteers  to  the  Low 
Countries.  The  caufe  of  an  op- 
preffed  people,  their  old  friends 
and  near  neighbours,  and  who  by 
their  prefent  ConduCt  feemed  to  de- 
ferve  that  freedom  which  they  were 
bravely  contending  for,  was  highly 

congenial 
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congenial  to  their  feelings;  and  as 
the  court  and  government  of  Great 
Britain  feemed,  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  to  hold  fentiments  not  very 
dilfimilar,  no  oppofition  was  made 
at  home  to  the  gratification  of  their 
wifhes  in  this  refpeCt.  Thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  received  with  open 
arms  by  the  Netherlanders,  and  mod, 
if  not  all  of  them,  were  appoint¬ 
ed  to  immediate  commands.  Their 
numbers  foon  became  fo  confider¬ 
able,  and  feveral  'of  them  pofTeffing 
fufiicient  influence  in  their  refpec- 
tive  countries  for  the  levying  of 
men,  that,  in  conformity  to  propo- 
fals  made  to  them  by  the  congrefs, 
they  railed  and  formed,  under  the 
name  of  the  Britijh  legion,  a  body 
of  troops,  compoled  entirely  of  Eng- 
lifh  and  Irifli. 

,  .  The  dates  of  Flanders 

Ju.rn.i2c  ’puffed  a  decree  at  Ghent, 

179°’  which,  after  dating,  that 
as  an  indefinite  liberty  of  the  prefs 
was  liable  to  give  birth  to  number- 
lefs  publications  fubverfive  of  mo¬ 
rals  and  good  order,  and  dedrudtive 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  that  there¬ 
fore  all  publications  whatever,  with¬ 
out  any  exception,  fliould  con¬ 
tinue,  as  ufual,  to  be  previoufly' 
fubjedt  to  the.examination  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  clerical  or  lay  cenfors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  matter 
treated  of  in  fuch  publications  ; 
and  that  all  printers,  bookfellers, 
and  hawkers,  Ihould  be  anfwerable 
for  the  matter  contained  in  the 
books,  pamphlets,  or  papers  which 
they  fhould  publish. 

About  the  dime  time  a  formal 
religious  ceremonial  which  was  ex¬ 
hibited  at  Ghent,  for  the  purpofe 
of  bedowing  a  folemn  benedi&ion 
on  the  dandards  and  colours  of  the 
troops,  and  which  drew  thither  a 
vad  concourfe  of  people  from  all 


the  furrounding  country,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  without  its  political  ufe 
in  the  prefent  feafon  and  date  of 
things ;  particularly  with  a  people, 
who  have  at  all  times  been  more 
attached  to  fhews  and  proceflions 
than  almod  any  other  in  Europe. 

In  the  mean  time,  at  this  early 
period,  before  the  infant  govern¬ 
ment  was  yet  fully  formed,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  civil  concerns  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  in  any  degree  fettled,  or 
proper  lines  of  demarcation  drawn, 
to  define  or  reconcile  the  clafhing 
intereds  and  claims  of  the  refpec- 
tive  orders  of  the  date,  cabals,  par¬ 
ties,  and  fa&ions,  fprung  up  in  the 
centre  of  the  congrefs  itfelf,  and 
were  not  flow  in  fpreading  their 
baleful  effects  through  the  whole 
mafs  of  the  people.  It  is  not  eafy, 
through  the  mid  in  which  things 
have  been  fullered  to  appear,  to 
form,  any  accurate  ideas  of  the  date, 
real  motives,  or  ultimate  views,  of 
the  dinerent  lablions  which  were 
now  to  rend  the  new  common¬ 
wealth,  and  which  finally  fervcd  to 
frudrate  and  defeat  all  the  great 
and  happy  effedls,  which  the  revo¬ 
lution  teemed  otherwife  capable  of 
affording,  and  poflibly  of  rendering 
permanent,  to  the  people  or  tire  Low 
Countries.  For  when,  by  their, 
fhameful  intedine  difientions,  they 
had  fne wn  themfelves  unworthy  of 
and  incapable  of  enjoying  that  li¬ 
berty  which  they  had  obtained  with 
fo  much  peril,  when  ambitious,  in- 
tereded,  and  fordid  views,  feemed 
predominant  in  all  their  conduft, 
and  when  it  became  apparent,  that 
this  perveriion  of  mind,  and  dere- 
liTion  of  principle,  had  rendered, 
them  incapable  of  framing  or  adopt¬ 
ing  any  wife  or  equitable  fydem  for 
the  admitiidration  of  their  own  go¬ 
vernment,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
[-S]  4  the 
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the  allied  powers,  who  partly  from 
political  motives,  and  partly  like- 
wife  from  fome  more  generous 
movements  in  the  human  mind, 
had,  in  the  beginning  of  the  conteft, 
fhewn  fo  lively  a  difpofition  in  their 
favour,  found  it  neceflary  ar  length 
to  abandon  them  to  their  fate,  add 
fuffer  them  to  revert  to  that  ftate 
and  condition  from  which  they  had 
been  fo  lately  emancipated. 

For  they  muft  be  little  verfed  in 
the  politics  of  nations,  and  ill  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general  ftate  of 
public  affairs  which  prevailed  at 
the  time  in  Europe,  who  will  not 
perceive,  that  nothing  could  have 
been  more  conducive  to  the  inte- 
refts,  eafe,  convenience  and  fecurity 
of  the  three  allied  powers,  England, 
Holland,  and  Pruftia,  than  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Belgic  nation  into  an 
independent  and  powerful  ftate ; 
circumftances  of  which,  from  fttua- 
tion,  richnefs  of  foil,  excellence  of 
cultivation,  variety  of  products,  im¬ 
mediate  wealth,  and  the  peculiar  in- 
duftry  of  the  inhabitants,  the  coun¬ 
try  was  moll  eminently  capable. 
The  advantages  which  the  allied 
powers  would  have  derived  from 
fuch  an  arrangement,  will  afford  a 
better  teftimony,  than  any  words  or 
declarations,  of  what  their  real 
willies  and  defigns  were  in  this  bu- 
finefs.  By  fuch  an  arrangement 
two  of  them  would  have  got  entire¬ 
ly  rid,  and  the  third  would  have 
been  freed  on  one  fide  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  from  all  connection  with  an 
ambitious,  litigious,  exceedingly 
vexatious,  and  dangerous  neigh¬ 
bour,  whofe  caprice  was  unaccount¬ 
able,  and  whofe  frith  was  always  to 
be  fufpe&ed.  By  it  an  excellent 
barrier  would  have  been  formed  to 
Holland,  to  the  neighbouring  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  king  of  Pruftia, °and  in 


fome  degree  to  England  itfelfj 
while  it  would  tend  much  to  confo- 
lidate  and  add  weight  to  the  alli¬ 
ance  between  the  three  coalefced 
powers,  and  ferve  to  reftrain  the 
hoftile  encroachments  of  France,  as 
well  as  entirely  check  the  domi¬ 
neering  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of 
.Aufttia  on  that  fide.  With  fuch 
obje&s  of  advantage  in  view,  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  intentions  of  the  allies  with 
refpeft  to  the  Netherlander,  until 
their  own  unhappy  difcordance 
fhewed,  that  they  wrere  incapable  of 
becoming  ufeful  allies,  and  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  lefs  difficulty  to  let 
them  pafs  backwards  to  their  former 
ftate,  than  the  vain  endeavour  of 
attempting  to  reform  their  difor- 
ders,  which  could  only  be  done  by 
the  fruitlefs  and  dangerous  experi¬ 
ment  of  forcing  a  new  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  upon  them. 

No  civil  contentions  perhaps 
ever  took  place  in  any  of  the  wef- 
tern  countries  of  Europe,  fince  the 
ufe  of  printing  became  general, 
which  were  fo  totally  barren  of  all 
public  detail  and  explanation,  as 
thofe  which  from  this  time  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  Low  Countries.  The 
fiiort  duration  Of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment,  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  eyents, 
the  continual  fluctuation  in  the  ftate 
of  parties,  which  rendered  the  af¬ 
fairs  that  feemed  interefting  and 
important  on  one  day,  totally  out  of 
mind  and  notice  on  the  next,  all 
coincided  in  producing  this  effeCt ; 
and  along  with  the  veils  by  which 
the  feveral  leaders  endeavoured  to 
cover  their  real  motives  of  aCtion, 
and  confequently  their  ultimate  de- 
iigns,  ferved  to  involve  the  whole 
in  almoft  impenetrable  obfeurity. 
Something  perhaps  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  in  this  refpeCl  to  the  re- 

ftraints 
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ffralnts  on  the  prefs ;  but  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  England  and  Holland,  and 
the  eafy  mode  of  publication  in 
thefe  countries,  leave  little  indeed 
to  be  charged  to  that  account. 

It  is,  however,  difcoverable  that 
power  was  the  great  fource  of  dif- 
cord,  and  that  the  lull  of  attaining 
it  operated  more  particularly,  as 
might  be  expe&ed,  upon  the  two 
fuperior  orders  of  the  date,  the  no¬ 
bility  and  clergy ;  who  feemed 
equally  defirous  of  engroffing  it  en¬ 
tirely  to  themfelves.  The  two  par¬ 
ties  feemed  pretty  equally  balanced 
in  point  of  ftrength  and  pretenflons. 
The  nobility,  befides  the  influence 
neceflarily  incident  to  great  landed 
property,  poflefled  a  large  portion 
derived  from  the  high  antiquity  of 
their  families,  the  reverence  with 
which  their  anceftors  had  through  a 
long  courfe  of  ages  been  regarded, 
as  well  as  the  virtues  which  at  the 
prefent  day  characterized  and  adorn¬ 
ed  feveral  of  their  principals.  They 
had  likewife  a  itrong  claim  upon  the 
opinion  and  gratitude  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  for  the  great  fhare  which  they 
had  in  the  accomplilhment  of  the 
revolution,  and  the  extraordinary 
liakes  which  they  hazarded  on  that 
occafion.  But  with  all  this  influence 
and  all  thefe  claims,  they  were  ren¬ 
dered,  by  their  mutual  jealouues  and 
fufpicions,  loofe  and  disjointed ;  the 
envy  of  thofe  who  were  lower  in 
point  of  fortune  and  condition, 
joined  with  their  private  and  fepa- 
fate  views,  exciting  their  enmity 
againft  thofe  who  were  vaftly  fupe- 
rior  to  them  in  thefe  and  other  re- 
fpeCls,  and  thereby  preventing  any 
common  bond  of  union  from  being 
formed,  which  could  cement,  and 
give  force  and  effect  to  the  order. 
Through  thefe  caufes,  the  nobility 
as  a  party,  were  comparatively  to 


be  confldered  as  little  more  than  a 
rope  of  fand,  incapable  of  cohefion, 
which  could  not  but  afford  a  mani- 
feft  fuperiority  to  their  competitors 
for  power.  It  feetns  probable  that 
a  few  of  the  nobility,  who  poflefled 
the  largeft  eftates,  with  the  greatefl 
fhare  of  popularity  and  influence, 
hoped,  in  the  crafh  and  diviflons  of 
parties,  to  have  been  able  to  draw 
the  whole,  or  at  leaft  a  principal 
fhare  of  the  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs,  within  their  own  hands,  and 
perhaps  thofe  of  a  few  feleCt  friends 
chofen  by  themfelves.  Although 
the  nobility  in  general,  as  well  as 
thefe  we  have  jufl:  mentioned,  wifh- 
ed  much  to  circumfcribe,  if  not  to 
curtail,  the  power  of  the  clergy,  yet 
their  difcordant  *  and  interefled 
views  led  them  in  aCl,  to  fruffrate 
and  defeat  their  own  wiflies. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  clergy 
had,  even  from  time  immemorial, 
been  poflefled  of  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  power  in  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  and  which  had  continued 
unimpaired  under  all  fucceflions  and 
through  all  changes  of  government, 
until  the  rafh  attacks  lately  made 
upon  them  by  the  excentric  Jofeph 
the  Second.  They  likewife  held, 
at  the  prefent  day,  very  large  land¬ 
ed  pofleflions,  and  no  fmall  fhare  of 
perfonal  wealth ;  and  what  might 
well  be  confldered  of  greater  con- 
fequence  than  both,  the  peculiar 
and  extreme  bigotry  of  the  common 
people  had  thrown  them  fo  totally 
into  their  hands,  and  the  ties  of  at¬ 
tachment  to  their  dominion  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  fo  indifloluble,  that  the 
whole  mafs  could  fcarcely  be  re¬ 
garded  in  any  other  light  than  that 
of  an  abfolute  and  inalienable  pro¬ 
perty.  They  likewife  poflefled 
great  advantages  peculiar  to  that 
body  in  all  cafes  of  conteff  with 

others. 
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ethers.  Their  union,  their  difei- 
pline,  the  clofenefs  with  which  their 
defigns  were  concealed,  their  un- 
ceaflng,  though  filent,  purfuit  of 
their  objedl,  which  was  never  given 
over  through  difficulty,  nor  aban¬ 
doned  through  caprice ;  and  above 
all,  the  facility  with  which  their 
united  powers  were  concentrated 
in  a  point,  and  the  force  of  the 
many  brought  to  aft  with  the  ener¬ 
gy  of  an  individual,  ferved,  alto¬ 
gether,  to  afford  them  a  wonderful 
fuperiority  over  their  loofe  and 
disjointed  antagonifts. 

The  third  order  of  the  fate, 
which,  as  in  ether  countries,  might 
be  fuppofed  to  include  the  people  at 
large,  was,  however,  in  this  cafe, 
through  the  blind  attachment  of  the 
common  fort  to  the  clergy,  virtual¬ 
ly  confined  to  the  burghers  and  in- 
habitants  of  the  towns,  reckoning 
in  that  number  the  trading  and  ma- 
nufafturing  parts  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  however  fituated.  This  v/as  a 
numerous  and  refolute  clafs  of  men, 
capable  of  looking  forwards  to  dis¬ 
tant  confequences,  of  forming  a 
right  judgment  on  prefent  affairs, 
of  concert  and  deflgn  in  their  ac¬ 
tions,  and  were  endued  with  fufii- 
cient  courage,  if  the  neceffity  re¬ 
quired,  to  execute  boldly  what  they 
determined.  Thefe  were  intermix¬ 
ed  with  that  numerous  and  faft-in- 
creaflng  clafs  of  men,  who,  as  we 
have  before  feen,  had  imbibed,  what 
about  this  time  began  to  be  called, 
the  f  rench  contagion ;  and  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  adopted  the  new  doc¬ 
trines,  in  philofophy,  politics,  and 
even  religion,  which  had  taken  fuch 
fall  poffeffion  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general  of  that  ill-fated  country. 
Though  their  views  extended  far 
beyond  thofe  of  the  burghers  at 
large,  who  wifhed  for  nothing  more 
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than  that  the  third  eflate  fhould  pof- 
fefs  fuch  a  reafonable  fhare  in  the 
conftitution  of  their  country  as  would 
be  fufficient  to  fecure  them  from 
wrong  and  oppreflion,  yet  the  for¬ 
mer,  who  hoped  in  due  time  to  find 
an  opportunity  of  realizing  their 
new  do&rines,  by  the  fubverfion  of 
all  eftablilhments,  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious,  and  by  the  forming  of  an 
Utopian  government,  on  a  lyftem  of 
general  equality,  however,  thought 
it  neceffary  for  the  prefent  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  remote  defigns ;  and 
deemed  it  to  be  confident  with  their 
fecret  views,  and  capable  of  afford¬ 
ing  the  bell  means  for  their  further¬ 
ance,  not  only  to  join  the  majority 
in  every  thing,  but  to  be  the  fore¬ 
moil  and  loudell  in  their  outcries 
againff  the  m’eafures  and  defigns  of 
the  congrefs.  They  confidered,  and 
,  m  un wifely,  if  the  principle  and 
defign  on  which  they  afled  had  been 
founded  in  jullice  or  wifdom,  that 
while  by  purfuing  this  condudl  they 
acquired  great  credit  and  popula¬ 
rity,  from  being  placed  in  the  firft 
rank  of  thofe  who  were  admired  as 
true  patriots,  they  Ihould  thereby 
not  only  have  a  continual  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fomenting  the  difeord  which 
they  wifhed,  but  when  men’s  minds 
were  heated  by  controverfy,  and  by 
oppofition  to  their  claims  and  de¬ 
fires;  when  they  were  kept  difturb- 
ed  and  agitated  by  frequent  difeuf- 
fions  of,  or  conftant  ruminations  on, 
real  or  imaginary  grievances ;  and 
above  all,  when  they  were  inflamed 
by  flrong  liquors  at  their  political 
clubs  and  meetings,  they  jfhould 
then  be  able  to  draw  the  moft  mo¬ 
derate  into  the  adoption  of  the  moft 
violent  and  extravagant  of  their 
own  opinions  and  meafures :  ftill 
concealing  carefully  from  public 
view,  until  the  proper  hour  of  dif- 

clofure 
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clofure  arrived,  their  grand  and  ul¬ 
timate  objed. 

The  military  men,  and  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  brave  officers,  without 
whole  bold  enterprize  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  exertions,  in  bringing  for¬ 
ward  raw  men  unufed  to  arms,  to 
encounter  and  defeat  in  the  open 
field.,  upon  equal,  and  often  inferior 
terms,  difciplined  and  veteran  troops, 
the  revolution  could  not  have  been 
accompliffied,  being  themfelves  molt- 
ly  of  the  third  ellate,  were  highly 
diflatisfied  at  finding,  that  the  emi¬ 
nent  fervices  which  they  had  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  dangers  which  they 
had  encountered,  had  produced  no 
effect  whatever  in  bettering  their 
condition.  They  thought  it  was  to 
fmall  purpofe  indeed  that  they  had 
fucceeded  in  ffiaking  off  the  Auf- 
trian  yoke,  if  it  was  only  to  be  ex¬ 
changed  for  a  fimilar  defpotifm, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few  of  their 
own  countrymen  ;  a  tyranny,  which 
from  that  circumftance,  as  well  as 
from  the  diffimilarity  of  condition 
in  the  rulers,  would  prove  more 
odious  and  intolerable  than  even 
that  of  a  great  foreign  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  third  order 
thought  they  too  plainly  perceived, 
that  the  great  leaders  of  the  nobi¬ 
lity  and  clergy,  without  the  fmalleft 
attention  to  them,  or  defign  of  en¬ 
larging  their  reprefentation,  or  in- 
creafing  their  privileges,  were  en¬ 
tirely  engaged  in  a  violent  and 
fhameful  conte If,  for  the  engroffing 
of  all  power,  whether  as  orders  or 
individuals,  to  themfelves. 

Thus  the  feeds  of  jealoufy,  diffen- 
tion,  faction  and  cabal,  were  fown 
thick  in  the  very  formation  of  the 
infant  republic. 

The  inhabitants  of  Brufiek,  who 
held  themfelves  high,  through  the 
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reputation  which  their  valour  in  the 
expulfion  of  the  Auitrians  had  fo 
juftly  obtained,  ■  affumed  greater 
port,  and  were  more  free  and  bold 
in  the  difclofure  of  their  fentiments, 
than  thofe  of  other  places.  Before 
the  ink  was  yet  well  dry  on  the 
fignatures  of  the  deputies  from  the 
refpedive  provinces  who  had  figned 
the  articles  of  union,  a  numerous 
fociety  was  formed  in  that  city,  un¬ 
der  the  eyes,  it  might  be  faid,  of 
the  congrefs,  which  affumed  the 
name  of  the  Patriotic  Affembly  ;  this 
new  body  held  regular  feffions; 
difcuffed  quell; ions  of  ftate  and  go¬ 
vernment  ;  decided  on  them  by 
vote;  paffed  refolutions;  and  pro- 
pofed  feveral  innovations  or  reforms 
with  refped  to  thefe  fubjeds.  The 
fimilarity  between  this  affembly  and 
that  of  the  Jacobins  in  Paris,  can¬ 
not  efcape  any  obferver;  the  re- 
femblance  only  failing,  where  a  de¬ 
ficiency  of  power,  and  perhaps  of 
equal  natural  arrogance,  affeded  the 
former.  It  was  in  vain  that  thefe 
meetings  were  prohibited  by  the 
committee  of  the  hates;  the  new  af¬ 
fembly  met  regularly  as  before,  car¬ 
ried  on  its  proceedings  publicly 
without  difguife,  and  was  continu¬ 
ally  reinforced  by  the  addition  of 
new  members,  many  of  whom  were 
refpedable  from  condition  and  cha¬ 
racter.  Among  their  other  ads, 
they  drew  up,  printed,  and  publifli- 
ed,  a  piece  under  the  title  of  “  An 
Addrefs  to  the  States  of  Brabant,” 
in  the  name  of  the  people  at  large, 
but  more  particularly  of  the  fub- 
fcribers.  In  this  document,  they 
pointed  out  many  fuppofederrorsand 
vices  in  the  new  arrangement,  and 
in  the  conilitution  derived  from  it, 
among  which  the  negled  of  the 
third  eftate  bore  a  principal  part; 

and 
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and  in  a  very  iliort  time  they  pro¬ 
cured  above  two  thoufand  fignatures 
to  this  document. 

The  Hates  found  no  more  effec¬ 
tual  means  to  oppofe  to  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  to  endeavour  to  lay 
the  fpirit  from  which  they  origi¬ 
nated,  than  that  of  employing  the 
cures,  or  parifh  priefts,  both  of  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  province, 
to  vifit  their  refpeitive  parifhioners, 
and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influence  to 
induce  them  to  fign  a  counter-ad- 
drefs,  in  which  the  ftates  were  re- 
quefted  to  feize  and  punifli,  in  an 
exemplary  manner,  all  thofe  difturb- 
ers  of  the  public  tranquillity,  who 
wifhed  to  introduce  innovations  and 
changes  in  the  religion,  in  the  con¬ 
stitution,  or  in  the  prefent  form  in 
which  the  nation  is  reprefented  by 
the  three  orders  of  the  ftates,  which 
it  has  chofen  for  its  reprefentative. 
The  priefts  being  habituated  thro’ 
life  to  hold  the  greateft  intimacy 
and  friendfhip  with  their  pariftiion- 
ers,  beftdes  their  being  fubjeit  them- 
felves  to  embrace  the  opinions  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  hourly  con¬ 
verged,  found  it  otherwife  a  very 
unpleafmg  and  embarrafting  talk, 
to  be  under  a  neceflity  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  perfuade  their  friends  to 
adopt  a  meafure,  which  they  often 
knew  was  direitly  contrary  to  their 
liking.  The  counter-addrefs  ac¬ 
cordingly  dragged  on  very  heavily  ; 
nor  have  we  any  information  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  ever  prefented  :  but 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  ferment 
among  the  people  increafed  inftead 
of  diminiftiing,  and  diffatisfa&ion, 
party  divifions,  and  civil  difi'entions 
became  every  day  more  prevalent 
and  general. 

Feb.  20th, It,  w“  that 

I7qo>  death  of  the  Empe- 

' 7  J ror  J ofeph  the  Second, 


and  the  acceftion  of  his  brother 
Leopold,  grand  duke  of  Tufcany, 
to  the  Auftrian  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions,  would  have  afforded  the 
means  of  reftoring  peace  and  order 
to  the  Low  Countries,  by  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  and  re-union 
between  the  Belgic  people  and  the 
new  fucceffor  of  their  late  fove- 
reign,  who  was  not  implicated  in 
any  of  the  caufes  of  dillike  or  aver- 
fion  which  hang  fo  heavily  about 
his  predeceffor.  Much  indeed  was 
expeited  from  the  moderate,  ap¬ 
parently  unambitious,  and  pacific 
charaiter  of  Leopold,  as  well  as 
from  the  mild  and  equitable  admi- 
niftration  of  his  government  during 
fo  many  years  in  the  grand  dutchy, 
whereby  he  had  gained  no  fmall 
degree  of  applaufe  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  well  fecured,  in  general, 
the  attachment  and  affeflion  of  his 
own  fubjecls. 

A  memorial,  however,  which  he 
addreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Netherlands,  fpeedily  after  his  arri¬ 
val  at  Vienna,  by  no  means  an- 
fwered  the  expeitations  which  had 
been  formed  from  a  review  of  his 
former  conduit  and  fuppofed  cha¬ 
racter,  and  was  ftill  farther  from 
affording  any  fatisfaition  to  the 
people  to  whom  it  was  directed.  In 
that  document,  although  intermixed 
with  no  unfparing  degree  of  blame 
upon  the  conduit  of  his  predeceffor, 
with  great  profeftions  on"  his  fide  of 
lenity,  of  kindnefs,  of  affeition  for 
the  people,  along  with  declarations 
of  his  difpofition  and  intention  to 
redrefs  all  real  grievances,  he  how- 
ever  entered  upon  an  ungrateful 
fubjeit,  which,  in  a  firft  addrefs,  and 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  would 
feem  to  have  been  better  omitted, 
by  afferting,  in  as  high  terms,  his 
undoubted  right  to  the  fovereignty 
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of  the  Auftrian  Low  Countries,  as 
Jofeph  himfelf  could  have  ufed  in 
the  plenitude  of  his  power,  before 
they  had  yet  Ihaken  off  his  domi¬ 
nion,  and  affumed  the  name  and 
character  of  a  free  and  independent 
Hate.  And,  as  if  it  had  been  to 
render  this  claim  and  language 
more  unpalatable,  it  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  what  might  be  confi- 
dered  virtually  as  a  threat,  that  no 
power  on  earth  lhould  deprive  him 
of  his  right  while  he  poffeffed  the 
means  of  maintaining  it. 

This  ill-judged  memorial  was 
accordingly  very  ill  received,  and, 
fo  far  as  we  are  informed,  did  not 
even  produce  an  anfwer  from  the 
Belgic  dates ;  but  it  gave  birth  to 
many  comments,  and  to  feveral  fe- 
verepafquinades  in  the  public  prints. 
Among  thefe  it  was  obl’erved,  that 
as  power  fmooths  the  way,  fo  ambi¬ 
tion  always  quickens  its  purfuits ; 
that  although  the  men  were  changed, 
the  object  was  dill  the  fame,  and 
the  defire  of  arbitrary  rule  as  pre¬ 
valent  as  ever ;  and  that  Leopold, 
who  feemed  fo  pacific,  while  cir- 
cumfcribed  in  a  narrow  dominion, 
incapable  of  exertion,  would  now, 
feeling  his  drength,  endeavour  to 
tread  in  the  tracks  made  by  his  ever- 
redlefs  and  all-grafping  predecedor. 
This  memorial,  however,  had  the 
effect  of  reviving,  or  at  lead  of  calling 
into  notice,  a  new  party,  in  a  coun¬ 
try  already  torn  to  pieces  by  fac¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  party  of  the 
loyalists,  or  friends  of  the  Houfe  of 
Audria,  who  now  began  to  declare 
themfelv.es  openly,  to  be  didinguilh- 
ed  by  cockades  of  a  different  co¬ 
lour  from  thofe  of  the  patriots,  and 
who,  being  probably  joined  by 
many  perfons  of  other  parties,  who 
were  didatisfied  with  the  prefent 
date  of  affairSj  appeared  to  be  far 
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more  numerous  than  they  had  been 
before  imagined. 

The  nobility,  finding  that  the 
power  of  the  clergy  was  becoming 
predominant  on  the  one  hand,  and 
that,  on  the  other,  the  people  were 
every  day  growing  more  difcon- 
tented,  and  their  afpedl  more  alarm¬ 
ing,  thought  it  neceffary  in  the 
month  of  February  to  endeavour  to 
regain  their  popularity,  by  making; 
on  their  part  confiderable  conde- 
fcendons  to  the  third  edate.  But 
whether  any  impediments  were 
thrown  in  the  way,  which  prevented 
thefe  difpofitions  from  being  car¬ 
ried  into  full  effe£t,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  other  caufe  it  proceeded,  the 
general  difcontent  and  jealoufy,  in¬ 
dead  of  being  lefiened,  was  in- 
creafing  to  the  utmod  pitch.  A 
rumour  was  fpread,  and  feemed  by 
the  effect  to  be  generally  believed, 
that  a  few  of  the  dates  had  formed 
the  atrocious  dedgn  of  feizing  all 
the  powers  of  the  date  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  eftablidung  an  odious 
defpotifm  among  themielves.  It 
fignified  little  whether  this  plot  was 
real  or  imaginary,  the  effeft  with 
refpedt  to  the  people  was  the  fame 
as  if  it  had  been  fully  authenti¬ 
cated.  The  confequence  was,  that 
ftrong  parties  of  horfe  and  foot  con¬ 
tinually  patrolled  the  public  dreers 
in  Brudels  and  other  principal 
cities,  by  day  and  by  night;  and 
the  new  commonwealth  began  to 
bear  the  appearance  off  a  military- 
government.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
prifons  were  crowded  with  fufpe&ed 
or  obnoxious  perfons,  whofe  wants 
and  fufferings  rendered  them  ripe 
for  a£ts  of  the  utmod  defpera- 
tion ;  while  the  fympathy  of  thole 
without  could  only  be  redrained 
by  force-  from  co  -  operating  with 
them. 

5. 
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Of  all  the  officers  who  had  diflin- 
guifhed  themlelves  in  the  Belgic 
reyolution,  general  Vander  Merfch 
flood  the  foremoft,  and  from  the 
brilliance  and  fuccefs  of  his  nume¬ 
rous  military  enterprizes,  had  not 
only  borne  the  palm  in  a  fupreme 
degree  from  all  competitors,  but 
■was  regarded  with  admiration  in 
other  countries,  and  acquired  no 
{mail  degree  of  renown  in  every 
part  of  Europe.  He  was  rendered 
particularly  remarkable  by  his  ear¬ 
ly  and  abrupt  defertion  ol  the  em¬ 
peror’s  fervice,  in  which  he  held  the 
rack  of  colonel,  to  embrace  the 
caufe  of  his  country,  in  which  he 
bore  fo  confpicuous  a  part.  This 
took  place  at  or  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  revolt ;  and  ex¬ 
cited  the  indignation  and  rcfent- 
ment  of  jofeph  the  Second  in  fo 
extreme  a  degree,  that  by  an  imme¬ 
diate  order  in  bis  own  hand  to  ge¬ 
neral  Dalton,  Vander  Merfch  was 
hanged  in  effigy  in  the  front  of  the 
army,  which  was  drawn  out  for  the 
purpofe ;  that  prince,  in  the  fame 
letter,  expreffing  his  fanguine  hopes 
or  wifhes,  that  this  mock  execution 
would  foon  be  realised  with  full 
effect.  The  condemned  general 
found  fufScient  opportunities,  before 
the  emperor’s  death,  to  retaliate  this 
affront  in  fuch  a  manner  as  procured 
him  ample  fatisfa&ion. 

General  Vander  Merfch  was  one 
of  that  very  great  number  of  men, 
who  had  become  highly  diffatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the  congrefs, 
or  at  leak  of  thofe  fecret  leaders 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  all  its  actions.  As  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  concealing  opinions  or 
.  principles  is  not  generally  very 
eminent  among  military  men,  he  of 
courfe  became  obnoxious  to  the 
cabal ;  but  his  great  popularity 


among  the  people  at  large,  and  t he 
fupreme  influence  which  he  was 
fuppofed  to  poffefs  with  every  degree 
of  men  in  the  army,  made  it  appear 
imprudent  to  quarrel  with  him  upon 
flight  grounds.  We  are  probably 
in  the  dark  as  to  many  intermediate 
fleps,  and  perhaps  brangles.  But 
it  appears,  that  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  month  of  March,  (that 
month  which  was  once  fo  fatally 
ominous  to  a  much  greater  general 
and  man)  the  diffentions  between  the 
parties  were  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch, 
and  fo  openly  avowed,  that  depu¬ 
ties  were  fent  by  the  congrefs  to 
Namur,  where  the  adting  part  of  the 
army  employed  againft  the  Auf- 
trians  then  was,  under  the  gene¬ 
ral’s  orders,  evidently  with  a  view 
of,  at  leak,  -  removing  him  from  his 
command,  if  not  of  arrefling  his 
perfon.  In  this  new  fltuation,  an4 
in  thele  difficult  and  dangerous  cir- 
cumflances,  Vander  Merfch  deter¬ 
mined  upon  a  bold  ftroke,  which, 
however  great  the  peril,  afforded 
the  only  profpefl  left  of  retrieving 
his  affairs,  and  even  of  efcaping 
the  horrors  of  a  prifon ;  without 
reckoning,  that  life  itfelf  was  no 
lefs  at  flake  than  honour  and  li¬ 
berty.  He  accordingly  ordered  the 
deputies  from  the  congrefs  to  be 
immediately  arrefled,  and  commit¬ 
ted  them  to  prifon. 

Pie  followed  this  aft  ,  ,  ,  . 

1  •  rr  •  j  r  March 

by  liming  and  pub- 

Hilling  a  declaration,  I/9°* 
in  which,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  the  congrefs  by  name,  he  ob~ 
ferves,  that  ill-intentioned  perfons, 
and  who  were  ilrongly  fufpefled  of 
having  fomented  the  execrable 
practices  of  pillage  and  proscrip¬ 
tion,  which  had  taken  place  in 
B ruffe! s,  were  arrived  there  for  the 
purpofe  of  Airring  up  the  people  to 
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fedition,  and  to  calumniate  the  loyal 
intentions  of  the  general,  and  of 
the  army ;  that  it  was  therefore 
thought  neceffary  to  remove  every 
caufe  of  alarm  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  himfelf  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  army  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
fending  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
with  the  civil  and  religious  rights, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and 
that  he  would  not  fufFer  thefe  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fmalleft  injury  or  diminu¬ 
tion  whatfoever. 

It  appears  that  the  corps  of  of¬ 
ficers  belonging  to  that  army  had, 
in  the  couri'e  of  thefe  difputes,  and 
under  circumdances  of  which  we 
are  not  informed,  nominated  Van- 
der  Merfch  to  be  generaliffimo  of 
the  Belgic  forces,  and  had  applied 
to  the  congrefs,  without  effetd,  for 
the  confirmation  of  their  choice. 
They  had  undoubtedly  gone  too  far 
in  the  adoption  of  that  meafure, 
and  it  can  be  no  wonder  that  con¬ 
grefs  did  not  comply  with  their  de¬ 
mands  ;  but  they  were  determined 
to  go  dill  farther,  and  to  venture 
upon  a  meafure  which  druck  at  the 
root  of  all  government.  For  on 
the  day  fucceeding  that  upon  which 
the  declaration  had  been  iffued, 
they  unanimoufiy  paffed,  and  pub- 
lifned  the  four  following  violent  re- 
folutions: — That  general  Vander 
Merfch  diall  continue  generaliflimo 
of  the  Belgic  army  :  That  the  duke 
d’Urfel  diall  indantly  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  war  department: 
That  the  prince  of  Aremberg, 
count  de  la  Marck,  (fon  of  the 
duke)  vvhofe  military  talents  are 
generally  known,  .and  who,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution, 
gave  fuch  proofs  of  patriotifm  in 
offering  his  fervices  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  at  Breda,  fhall  be  appointed 
fecond  in  the  command  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  next  to  general  Vander 


Merfch ;  and  that  addreffes  of  fup- 
plication  fhall  be  fent  to  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  inviting  them  to  co-operate 
with  the  army  in  reforming  abufes 
and  re-edablifhing  order. 

The  fupreme  congrefs*  upon 
thefe  proceedings,  immediately  if¬ 
fued  orders  for  the  troops  at  Bruf- 
lels,  and  various  other  dations,  to 
march  towards  Namur  ;  near  which 
a  place  of  rendezvous  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  where  they  were  to  co- 
alefce,  and  advance  in  a  body  to 
bring  the  oppofite  army  to  reafon  ; 
fo  that  every  thing  now  bore  the 
appearance  of  a  civil  war,  which  in¬ 
deed  feemed  to  be  inevitable. 

We  are  totally  unable  to  give 
any  account  by  what  means  this 
event  was  prevented  :  or  by  what 
unaccountable  revolution  in  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  or  by  what  party  ma 
noeuvre,  that  body  of  officers,  and 
that  army,  who  feemed  jud  now 
to  pafs  all  bounds  in  the  irregu¬ 
larity  and  violence  of  their  deter¬ 
minations,  and  who  had  undoubt¬ 
edly  been  the  caufe  of  Vander 
Merfch’s  purfuing  the  meafures 
and  proceeding  the  lengths  which 
he  did,  Ihould  in  a  few  days  be 
fo  thoroughly  debauched,  as  mod 
fhamefully  to  abandon  their  general 
to  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and 
thereby  forfeit  all  pretenfions  to 
principle,  honour,  or  charadler, 
which  Ihould  have  operated  upon 
them,  whether  as  men  or  as  fol- 
diers.  Yet  fuch  was  the  cafe  now; 
and  the  dragging  out  of  a  miferabie 
exidence  in  the  dungeons  of  the 
citadel  of  Antwerp,  (which  at  this 
time  as  fully  merited  the  charadler 
of  a  date  Badilie,  as  it  even  had  done 
under  the  fo  much  execrated,  tyran¬ 
ny  of  general  Dalton)  was  the  re¬ 
ward  which  the  brave  general  Van¬ 
der  Merfch  obtained  for  ail  his 
eminent  fervices. 
t  '  ’  The 
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The  charges  laid  by  the  congrefs 
againft  Vander  Merfch,  for  which 
they  at  firlt  defigned  to  bring  him 
to  trial,  and  aimed  at  his  life, 
were  the  following  “  That,  for¬ 
getting  that  he  derived  all  his  au¬ 
thority  from  them,  he  had  permit¬ 
ted  himfelf  to  be  chofen  generalif- 
fimo  by  the  officers  of  his  army,  and 
endeavoured  to  retain  that  fituatioti 
by  force ;  that,  with  equal  violence, 
he  had  caufed  the  deputies  who 
were  fent  from  the  congrefs  to  the 
army  to  be  arrefted  ;  and,  that  by 
thefe,  and  other  violent  proceed¬ 
ings,  he  had  nearly  involved  the 
country  in  a  civil  war.” 

Few  triumphs  have  been  fhorter- 
lived,  or  have  afforded  lefs  roal 
caufb  for  fatisfaclion  in  the  recollec¬ 
tion,  than  that  which  their  prefent 
viflory  afforded  to  the  ruling  fac¬ 
tion.  Scarcely  any  other  adt  in 
their  power  to  perform,  could  have 
rendered  them  fo  univerfally  unpo¬ 
pular,  or  fo  generally  odious.  All 
men  fympathized  in  the  unhappy 
fate  of  Vander  Merfch,  and  were 
difpofed  to  curfe  the  authors  of  it ; 
while  his  gallant  exploits  rofe  full 
in  every  view,  as  if  they  had  been 
reflected  through  a  microfcope. 
The  people  of  Flanders  (whofe 
countryman  he  was)  refented  this 
asanadtof  the  moft  injurious  and 
outrageous  nature ;  and  if  the  pub¬ 
lic  inclination  had  power  to  adt, 
it  would  have  occafioned  a  rupture 
between  the  two  great  provinces  of 
the  union,  unlefs  a  mutual  agree¬ 
ment  had  taken  place  for  changing 
the  prefent  rulers.  In  the  mean 
time,  Vandernoot  and  Van  Eupen, 
the  abhorred  agents  and  inftruments 
of  the  cabal,  and  particularly  of 
the  clergy,  became  virtually  polfeffed 
of  all  the  executive  powers  of  the 
ftate;  two  men  to  whom  may  be 


principally,  if  not  entirely,  attri¬ 
buted  the  ruin  of  the  Belgic  repub¬ 
lic;  and  who,  during  their  ihort  and 
inglorious  reign,  feemed  to  rule 
every  thing  without  controul. 

From  this  time  the  hiftory  of  the 
new  commonwealth  prefents  little 
that  is  interelHng.  The  govern¬ 
ment  loll  all  reputation  abroad,  as 
it  had  done  the  good  opinion  and 
attachment  of  the  people  at  home. 
The  allied  powers  became  every 
ciay  more  flack  in  their  zeal  for  the 
profperity  and  independency  of  a 
people  who  they  faw  could  not  be 
fer  ved.  The  army  feemed  to  have  loll 
its  fpirit  along  with  its  general ;  and  ' 
defeats  from  thofe  Auflrians  who 
had  lately  been  fo  much  defpifed,  be¬ 
came  not  unfrequent.  So  totally  was 
government-  funk  in  credit,  that  it 
could  not,  in  that  rich  country, 
borrow  money  even  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  purpofes  of  defence.  It  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  its  attempts 
to  raife  money  in  England  and 
Holland.  The  fcheme  of  a  grand 
expedition  being  formed  by  go¬ 
vernment  againft  the  Auflrians,  they 
committed  the  condudl  of  it  to 
Vandernoot ;  which  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  render  it  odious, 
and  to  mar  the  enterprize,  if  the 
people  had  even  been  in  a  much 
better  ftate  of  temper  and  difpofition 
in  other  refpedls  than  they  by  any 
means  were.  A  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  Brabanters  were,  however, 
brought  together ;  but  the  towns  of 
Flanders  peremptorily  refufed  to 
fend  a  Angle  man  to  join  them. 
Even  in  Brufiels,  where  the  military 
fpirit  lately  rofe  fo  high,  they  could 
fcarcely  find  a  man,  who  would  en¬ 
courage  the  enterprize  by  enrolling 
his  name  as  a  volunteer.  The 
confequence  was,  that  the  cabal, 
after  confiderable  expence,  were 

obliged 
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obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  difgrace  of 
relinquilhing  their  enterprise,  the 
Brabanters  were  fent  home,  and 
Vandernoot  underwent  the  inex- 
prefiible  mortification,  of  not  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  eclipfing 
Vander  Merfch’s  renown,  and  of 
eftablifhing  his  own  charadter  as  a 
general  in  his  place. 

As  difdke  and  difaffedtion  to 
government  became  daily  more  pre¬ 
valent,  and  fpread  more  extenfively 
among  the  people,  fo  the  royalifl  or 
Auftrian  party  received  fuch  conti¬ 
nual  acceflions  in  force,  numbers, 
and  courage,  as  afforded  fufficient 
caufe  of  alarm  to  the  congrefs. 
The  peafants  broke  out  into  open 
revolt  in  different  parts,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  feveral  villages  aflfem- 
bling  in  bodies,  wearing  Auftrian 
cockades,  difplaying  Auftrian  ftan- 
dards,  and  proceeding  to  various 
adts  of  irregularity  and  violence, 
until  the  troops  had  time  to  colledt 
for  their  difperfion. 

Thus  affairs  were  every  day 
growing  from  bad  to  worfe,  and 
every  body  was  fenfible  that  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  government  could 
not  long  hang  together,  although 
the  means  and  the  manner  of  its 
diffolution  were  not  eafily  forefeen. 
A  letter,  which  congrefs  received 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft  from 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  afforded,  how¬ 
ever,  a  fad  warning  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  fate,  and  threw  them  into 
paroxyfms  of  confternation  and  ter¬ 
ror.  The  great  differences  which 
had  fubfifted  between  the  courts  of 
Berlin  and  Vienna  being  at  length 
/terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Rei- 
chenbach,  which  was  concluded  on 
the  27th  of  July,  and  the  war 
which  had  fo  long  feemed  inevit¬ 
able  between  thofe  powers,  being 
thereby  moft  unexpededly  prevent- 
Vct,  XXXIII. 


ed,  the  letter  we  mentioned  was  to 
give  notice  to  the  congrefs,  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia  had  acknowledged 
Leopold  (vvhofe  eledtion  to  the 
empire  was  now  fettled)  to  be  duke 
of  Brabant — -an  acknowledgment 
which  of  courfe  carried  with  it  his  , 
f'ucceffion,  under  different  titles,  to 
all  the  other  Auftrian  provinces  of 
the  Netherlands. 

The  means  adopted  to  prevent  or 
alleviate  the  immediate  effedt  of  this 
tlnmder-ftroke  were,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  to  conceal  the  purport  of  th® 
letter  from  the  public ;  and  this 
weak  refource  was  fucceeded  by  an 
extraordinary  affedtation  of  vigour,, 
courage  and  bravery,  cloathed  in  all 
the  language  of  power  and  con¬ 
fidence.  On  this  ground  they  iffued 
long  printed  propofals,  branched 
out  into  a  numerous  lift  of  articles* 
for  the  immediate  railing  and  form¬ 
ing  of  a  vaft  patriotic  army,  which, 
indeed,  if  it  could  poftibly  be  done, 
might  well  bid  defiance  to  all  their 
opponents.  But  as  they  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  loft  all  influence 
over  both  the  perfons  and  purfes  of 
the  people,  this  fcheme  foon  vanifh- 
ed  in  fmoke,  and  their  fpeedy  down- 
fal  became  evident. 

A  manifefto  iflued  by  qq 
Leopold  at  Frankfort  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  coro-  1  co¬ 
nation,  and  addreffed  to  the  people 
of  the  Netherlands,  produced,  how¬ 
ever,  no  effedt  on  the  condudt  of  the 
congrefs.  On  the  contrary,  in  a 
fhort  printed  paper  which  was 
handed  about  as  their  anfwer,  but 
which  wanted  every  formality  that 
could  render  it  capable  of  being 
prefented  or  received,  they  totally 
denied  his  claim  of  any  right  de¬ 
rived  from  his  anceftors  to  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  that  country ;  and 
afferted,  that  though  many  of  them 
[GJ  w  '  had 
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Jiid  been  in  that  fituation,  they 
fcwed  it  entirely  to  the  free  choice 
and  appointment  of  the  people, 
who  had  a  right  to  choofe  whom 
they  pleafed  to  be  their  governors. 

Notwithftanding  the  weaknefs 
of  government,  and  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  there  was  fo  much 
fpirit  ftill  left  in  the  army,  and  fo 
much  obftinacy  not  only  in  the 
rulers,  but  in  the  republican  party, 
to  whom  it  was  death  to  think  of 
fubmitting  again  to  the  government 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  that  the  war 
.was  renewed  with  great  animofity 
#n  the  borders,  and  much  blood 
wantonly  and  fruitlefsly  ipilled ;  and 
this  in  contravention  to  the  in- 
ceffant  amicable  interpofidon  of  the 
allied  powers,  who  did  every  thing 
pofiible  tq  prevent  that  fatal  effedl ; 
and  repeatedly  fhevved  to  the  con¬ 
grefs  the  futility  and  cruelty  of  thefe 
vain  efforts. 

Thefe  powers  were,  however, 
deftined  to  be  the  means  of  finally 
putting  an  end  to  the  mixed  fyllem 
of  tyranny,  anarchy,  and  difordcr, 
which,  through  the  prefent  admini- 
ftration  of  affairs,  had  produced  fo 
much  calamity  in  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands.  By  their  continued 
interpofidon  with  the  emperor  (who 
was  by  no  means  difpofed  on  feveral 
occafions  to  be  flexible)  they  pro¬ 
cured  an  exsellent  conftitution  for 
tiie  people  of  the  Low  Countries, 
of  which  they  were  themfelves 
to  be  the  perpetual  guarantees. 
The  minifters  of  the  allied  powers 
and  of  the  emperor  held  a  congrefs 
at  the  Hague,  where  they  fpent  fe¬ 
veral  weeks  in  difcuffmg  and  fetding 
this  important  bufinefs.  The  new 
conftitution  was  highly  favourable 
to  the  people,  and  placed  them  upon 
a  much  better  footing  than  they  had 
ever  been  before  *.  for,  befides  a  re-* 
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nevval  and  confirmation  of  all  theft  i 
ancient  immunities,  and  the  placing 
them  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which 
they  had  deemed  themfelves  fo 
happy,  under  the  much-applauded 
government  of  Maria  Therefa,  fe¬ 
veral  new  fiipulations  were  now 
added,  to  reftrain  the  fovereign, 
whatever  his  difpofition  might  be, 
from  being  capable  of  any  material 
invafion  of  their  rights,  privileges, 
or  liberties.  The  only  condition 
binding  on  or  expefted  from  the 
Belgians,  being  merely  a  quiet  and 
peaceable,  but  immediate  fubmlf- 
fion  to  the  fovereignty  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  Leopold ;  this  article  being 
likewife  guaranteed  by  the  allied 
powers,  as  well  as  thofe  which  fe- 
cured  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people ;  and,  if  a  ftridt  interpreta¬ 
tion  were  followed,  rendering  the 
reft  conditional.  This  convention, 
including  a  general  amnefty,  was 
executed  at  the  Hague  on  the  10th 
of  December  1790. 

But  the  obftinacy  and  rafhnefs  of 
the  ruling  faction  would  not  permit 
them  to  relinquilh  their  fruidefs  war 
while  they  had  a  man  left  to  carry 
it  on.  All  the  reprefentations  and 
exhortations  of  the  negociating  mi¬ 
nifters  were  offered  in  vain.  Re¬ 
peated  defeats  produced  as  little 
effect.  Though  they  could  not  but 
be  fenfible  that  the  hour  of  diffolu- 
tion  was  at  hand,  yet  they  could  not 
face  the  thought  of  refigning  their 
ill-ufed  power  to  the  laft  moment. 
Through  this  unaccountable  and 
fhameful  conduct,  which  no  words 
can  palliate,  affairs  were  precipi¬ 
tated  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  thrown 
into  a  ftate  of  fuch  unforefeen  con- 
fuiion,  as  might  well  not  only  have, 
difturbed  the  proceedings  of  the 
congrefs,  but,  under  other  circum- 
ftances  than  the  prjgfent,  might  have 

defeated 


defeated  all  the  intentions  of  the 
mediating  powers,  and  prevented 
the  happy  conclufion  of  the  conven¬ 
tion. 

For  general  Bender  having  con¬ 
tinually  routed  their  troops,  and 
Carried  every  thing  before  him  on 
the  frontiers,  at  length  penetrated 
the  country,  and  advanced  toward 
Bruffels;  when,  however, he  halted, 
and  fent  a  melfage  to  the  congrefs, 
afligning  a  certain  fhort  number  of 
days  in  which  they  were  to  de¬ 
termine  on  the  queftion.  Whether 
they  would  accede  to  the  conditions 
propofed  by  the  mediating  powers 
or  not  ?  alluring  them  at  the  fame 
time,  and  confirming  it  by  an  oath, 
that  if  at  the  expiration  of  that  term 
they  put  him  under  the  neceflity  of 
drawing  on  his  boots,  he  would 
never  take  them  off  again  until  he 
had  chafed  them  out  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  The  time  elapfed— no  an- 
fwer  was  returned — the  general 
drew  on  his  boots,  and  marched 
rapidly  for  Brulfels.  Then,  all  at 
once,  overwhelmed  with  conlterna- 


tion  and  fear,  each  man,  apprehen- 
live  that  his  own  life  would  be  the 
forfeit  for  the  mifdeeds  of  the  whole, 
the  congrefs,  the  members  of  the 
War  department,  with  Vanderncot 
and  Van  Eupen,  all  lied  different 
ways  in  the  greateft  confufion  and 
terror,  fome  efcaping  to  Holland, 
feme  to  France,  and  others  to  Ger¬ 
many.  General  Bender  uied  his 
fuccels  with  great  moderation  and 
lenity :  but  this  changed  the  whole 
face  and  nature  of  things;  for  the 
convention  was  not  yet  concluded, 
and  the  country  was  become  fubjedl 
to  Leopold  by  right  of  coriqiie&j  a 
title  which,  it  is  laid,  he  was  well 
difpofed  to  profit  by,  and  which  it 
cod:  the  allied  powers  no  fmall 
trouble  to  prevent  his  adopting; 

All  differences  and  doubts  being, 
however,  at  length  amicably  fettled* 
the  emperor  was,  on  the  30th  of 
June  1 79 1,  inaugurated  at  Bruffels, 
as  duke  of  Brabant;  the  duke  of 
Saxe  Tefchen  afting  as  his  proxy 
in  that  ceremonial. 
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Meeting  of  the  new  parliament .  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrefs  voted  ty 

the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Fox's  remarks  on  the  addrefs.  Addrefs  voted 
by  the  houfe  of  lords.  Lord  Stanhope's  fpeecb  upon  the  occafwn.  Copies  of 
the  declaration  and  coiner-declaration  figned  at  Madrid ,  and  of  the  con¬ 
vention  with  Spain,  laid  before  both  hotifes.  Debates  upon  this  fubjeCi  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty>  co?igrc,tufci( ivg  him  upon  the 
fuc.cefs  of  the  late  negociations.  Objections  of  Mr.  Fcx  to  this  addrefs',  an - 
fwered  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Houfe  of  lords.—— Marquis  of  Latfdowne.  Committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  def  ray  the  expences  cf  the  late  armament.  Debates 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  upon  the  quefion,  whether  an  impeachment  abated 
by  a  diffolution  of  parliament . — In  the  he  fe  of  lords.  Mr.  Burks's  motion 
for  the  limitation  of  Mr.  Haf  ings's  impeachment, 

THE  new  parliament  affembled  of  a  fpeaker.  Mr.  Addington,  the 
on  the  25th  of  November,  fpeaker  of  the  late  hoiife  of  commons, 
1790,  and  proceeded  to  the  elc6Uo,n  was  nominated  by  the  mailer  of  the. 
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Tolls,  and  took  the  chair  with  the 
marked  and  unanimous  approbation 
of  the  houfe. 

On  the  following  day  the  fefiion 
was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  majelty  in¬ 
formed  parliament  that  the  differ¬ 
ences,  which  had  arifen  with  the 
court  of  Spain,  v/ere  brought  to  an 
amicable  conclufion. — That  a  fepa- 
rate  peace  had  been  made  between 
Rixfiia  and  Sweden. — That,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  allies,  he  had  em¬ 
ployed  his  mediation  for  the  pur- 
pole-  of  negociating  a  definitive 
treaty  between  Rufiia  and  the  Porte, 
and  likewife  of  endeavouring  to  put 
an  end  to  the  differ; fions  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.  Towards  the  conclusion 
of  the  fpeech  his  majelty  adverted 
to  the  interruption  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  tranquillity  of  our  In¬ 
dian  poffeffions,  and  recommended 
to  parliament  a  particular  attention 
to  the  ftate  of  the  province  of  Que¬ 
bec. 

•On  the  motion  for  an  addrefs, 
made  by  Mr.  Mainwaring  and  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Carew,  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  Mr.  Fox  obferved, 
that  he  by  no  means  wifhed  to  de- 
ilroy  that  unanimity  which  lie  troll¬ 
ed  would  prevail  in  the  houfe  upon 
the  occalion,  but  confcffed  that  he 
did  not  feel  himfelf  inclined  to 
adopt  the  principles,  and  fandlion  ail 
the  collateral  obfervations,  advanced 
by  the  honourable  gentlemen,  who 
fupported  the  addrefs.  To  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  convention  with  Spain, 
he  did  not  think  himfelf  bound  to 
fubfcribe  by  giving  Ms  vote  for  the 
motion  before  the  houfe,  as  fufficient 
documents  had  not  been  produced 
to  enable  him  to  form  a  proper 
judgment  upon  that  fubjedU  It  had 
been  hated  that  it  was  policy  in 
shis  country  to  promote  the  return 


of  the  Netherlands  to  the  dominion 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  order  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  another  power  likely  to 
prove  dangeroufiy  inimical  to  this 
country*  He  conceived  that  France 
mull  have  been  the  power  alluded 
to.  But  how  came  France  fo  fud- 
denly  a  greater  object  of  terror  to 
us  at  this  than  at  any  former  period? 
He  did  not  wilh  to  enter  into  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  lituation  of  France  ; 
but  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
might  exili  upon  that  fubjedl,  all 
parties,  he  trufted,  would  agree  that 
the  interference  of  the  French  Ra¬ 
tion,  for  very  obvious  reafons,  was 
little  to  be  dreaded  at  the  prefent 
moment.  With  regard  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Europe  in  general,  fo  novel 
an  order  of  things  had  lately  pre- 
fented  themfelves,  and  the  intereds 
of  different  powers  had  taken  fuch 
various  turns,  that  he  thought  Great 
Britain  might  feleft  what  allies  fhe 
deemed  mod  proper ;  and  that  hi* 
majefty’s  miniilers  would  be  highly 
culpable,  if  they  did  not  profit  by 
the  fingular  fituation  of  other  na¬ 
tions.  On  the  fubjedl  of  India,  he 
obferved,  that  if  we  meant  only  to 
defend  our  ally  when  attacked,  we 
Mould  adl  upon  principles  which 
met  with  his  hearty  concurrence ; 
but  that  if  we  made  a  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  two  native  princes  a  pretext 
for  carrying  on  a  war  from  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  obtaining  for  ourfelves  new 
territorial  acquifitions,  he  lhould 
enter  his  determined  proteft  againft 
the  injufiice  of  fuch  a  proceed¬ 
ing. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
remarked,  in  reply,  that  voting  for 
the  addrefs  was  certainly  not  in¬ 
tended  to  imply  an  approbation  of 
the  convention  with  Spain.  With 
iefp«&  to  foreign  alliances,  his  ma- 

jefty’s 
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jelly’s  minifters,  he  faid,  were  nei-  no  vulgar  writer,  but  of  one,  who 
ther  fo  idle  nor  fo  inattentive  to  was  formerly  the  fir#'  miniiter  of 
their  duty,  as  to  overlook  any  fa-  Hate  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  of 
vourable  opportunities,  which  might  no  lefs  a  man  than  Monfieur  Ca- 
occur,  for  the  improvement  of  for-  lonne,  late  premier  of  France  !  This 
mer  treaties,  or  for  the  contraction  publication,  in  his  lorddiip’s  opinion, 
of  new*  ones.  He  concurred  with  after  recommending  a  fort  of  civil 
Mr.  Fox  in  his  obfervations  upon  war  in  France,  moll  audacioufiy 
the  injudice  and  imprudence  of  prefumed  to  infmuate  that  the  caufe 
making  war  in  India  for  the  pur-  of  the  French  king  again  ft  the 
pofe  of  extending  territory;  but  French  nation  would  be  efpoufed 
conceived,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  fortu-  by  every  crowned  head  in  Europe  ; 
nate  termination  of  the  war  in  an  expredion  fufficiently  cornpre- 
vvhich  we  were  likely  to  be  involv-  henfive  to  include  the  king  of  Eng- 
ed,  we  Ihould  be  fully  judified  in  land.  And  dares  any  man,  ex- 
obtaining  for  our  injured  ally  an  claimed  his  lordfhip,  impute  to  his 
adequate  compenfation,  and  for  majedy,  who  has  always  fhewn  the 
ourfelves  a  reasonable  indemnifea-  fmcereft  love  for  his  people,  even 
tion.  inclinations,  much  lefs  intentions,  of 

Nothing  remarkable  occurred  in  fo  pernicious  a  tendency  ?  If  there 
the  houfe  of  lords  upon  the  fubjeCt  are  any  in  this  houfe,  if  there  hr« 
of  the  addrefs  to  his  majedy  for  his  any  in  adminidration,  who  counte- 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  nance  fuch  atrocious  proceedings 
except  fome  lingular  obfervations  as  thofe  which  are  recommended 
from  lord  Stanhope.  His  lordfhip  by  M.  Calonne,  it  is  full  time  that 
lincerely  congratulated  the  houfe  they  fhould  be  pointed  out  to  us  and 
and  the  nation  upon  the  continuance  to  the  public, 
of  peace,  which  he  conceived  was  Not  a  lingle  remark  was  made 
principally  to  be  attributed,  under  by  any  noble  lord  upon  the  preced- 
Divine  Providence,  to  the  glorious  ing  obfervations.  Immediately  a f- 
revolution  of  France.  Nothing,  his  ter  lord  Stanhope  had  concluded, 
lordfhip  obferved,  would  more  tend  the  lord  chancellor  put  the  quedion 
to  make  it  permanent,  than  a  upon  the  motion  for  the  addrefs ; 
deady  and  well-formed  alliance  with  when  it  was  declared  that  the  con- 
that  great  and  free  country  :  an  al-  tents  had  it  mm .  dijj'. 
liance,  if  completely  edablilhed  and  On  the  3d  of  December  copies  * 
confirmed,  likely  to  prove  produc-  of  the  declaration  and  counter-de- 
tive  of  the  mod  falutary  confe-  claration  exchanged  at  Madrid, 
quences  to  both  nations.  Towards  J  uly  24th,  1 790,  and  of  the  convenr 
the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  he  tion  with  Spain,  figned  the  28th  of 
wifhed  to  draw  the  mod  ferious  at-  October  1790,  together  with  the 
tendon  of  the  houfe  to  a  very  ex-  expences  of  the  late  armament,  &c. 
t-aordinary  fubjeCt,  to  a  publica-  were  prefented  to  both  houfes  of 
tion,  which  he  termed  a  mondrous  parliament.  A  motion  was  made 
and  fcandalous  libel  againd  his  ma-  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the 
jedy,  a  publication  from  the  pen  of  13th,  for  the  production  of  ali  the 

#  Inferted  among  the  State  Papers  of  our  lad  volume,  „p.  300,  and  303. 
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papers  relative  to  the  affair  at 
Nootka  Sound.  The  propriety  cf 
producing  thofe  papers  was  ftrongly 
urged  by  oppofition,  upon  the 
.ground,  that,  it  the  convention  were 
a  bad ohe,  culpability  might  attach, 
where  in  juffice  it  ought,  to  his 
rnajeffy’s  minifters;  if  a  good  one, 
that  the  houfe  might  be  enabled  to 
leffify  an  approbation,  which  would 
be  the  more  valuable  in  proportion 
to  the  more  accurate  minutenefs  of 
Its  enquiry.  Much  eloquence  like- 
wife  was  exerted  to  dilfuade  the 
other  iide  of  the  houfe  from  placing, 
what  was  termed,  a  blind  and  trea¬ 
cherous  confidence  in  minifters. 

To  the  arguments  of  oppofition 
it  was  anfwered,  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  papers  requefted  was 
hot  only  unnecefTary  (the  papers 
already  prefented  to  the  houfe  fur- 
hiffiing  furficient  documents  for  a 
decifion  upon  the  general  merits  of 
the  proceeding)  ;  but  might  be  mif- 
chievous,  by  communicating  ne- 
gociations  with  other  courts  and 
with  our  allies,  which  were  by  no 
means  proper  to  bring  under  the 
public  eye.  It  was  contended  that 
the  acknowledged  right  of  the  houfe 
to  call  for  papers  of  every  kind, 
ought  not  to  be  exercifed  but  upon 
great,  folemri,  and  weighty  occa- 
fions,  when  fufficient  caufe  appeared 
for  blame,  or  fufpicion  of  blame, 
upon  the  face  of  any  treaty.  That 
as  to  the  doctrine  of  confidence,  mi- 
niflry  only  wiffied  to  obtain  that  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence  which  would 
enable  them  to  carry  on  without  fri¬ 
volous  obffru&ions  the  executive 
government  of  the  country.  Upon 
a  divifibn,  the  numbers  were  ayes 
134— -noes  .258.—- Majority  124. 

An  addrefs  to  his  rhajefty,  con¬ 
gratulating  him  upon  the  fuccefs  of 
..the  fate  negociations,  was  moved 


December  14th,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  principal  topics 
urged  by  the  gentlemen  who  opened 
the  debate,  were  the  great  commer¬ 
cial  advantages  likely  to  accrue  t$> 
Great  Britain  from  the  llipulations 
acceded  to  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
particularly  in  the  whale-fifhery  and 
the  fur-trade.  Thofe  pofitions  were 
controverted  and  treated  as  dejufive 
by  the  pppofition.  Mr.  pox  en¬ 
tered  .into  a  difeuffion  of  the  merits 
of  tke  convention,  wfiich  he  termed 
a  treaty  of  conceffions  rather  than  of 
aequifitions.  He  obferved,  that 
there  were  two  objects  to  be  con- 
fidered  pi  this  negociation;  iff,  the 
reparation  for  the  inful$  received  $ 
sdiy,  the  arrangement  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  future  difputes.  The 
reparation'  which  had  been  ob¬ 
tained,  he  thought  insufficient.  Ia 
the  altercation  re fp editing  the  Falk¬ 
land  Iflands,  jn  the  year  1771,  re¬ 
paration  was  the  only  objedl  in 
view',  and  it  was  obtained  in  its 
fulleft  extent.  Spain  then  agreed 
to  put  every  thing  exactly  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  before  the  infult 
was  committed,  which  agreement 
file  punctually  fulfilled.  In  that 
cafe  there  was  a  complete  reftora- 
tion ;  in  the  prefent  there  was  only 
the  declaration  of  a  difpofition  to 
reffore.’  The  reftitution  promifed 
appeared  to  him  to  be  at  belt  but 
incomplete;  nor  had  even  the  lit¬ 
tle  which  had  been  promifed,  been 
performed.  On  the  fubjeCt  of  re¬ 
paration,  therefore,  he  conceived 
that  we  had  no  caufe  for  boaffing— 
the  arrangement  made  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  future  difputes  feemed 
in  his  eye  to  be  equally  culpable*. 
It  confilied  more  of  conceffions  on 
our  part,  than  on  the  part  of  S„pain, 
Previous  to  this  difpute,  we  poflef- 
ted  and  exercifed  the  free  naviga- 
‘l  >  :  tioi* 
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tion  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  without 
reftraint  and  without  limitation. 
We  poftefted  and  exercifed  the 
right  of  carrying  on  fifheries  in  the 
South  Seas  alike  unreftrained  and 
unlimited.  But  the  admifiion  of  a 
part  only  of  thefe  rights  was  all  that 
we  had  obtained  by  the  convention. 
Formerly  we  claimed  the  privilege 
of  fettling  in  any  part  of  South  or 
North  Weft  America,  not  fortified 
againft  us  by  previous  occupancy  ; 
now  we  contented  to  the  limitation 
of  fettling  in  certain  places  only, 
and  even  there  under  various  re- 
ftriCtions.  Our  right  of  fiftting 
before  extended  to  the  whole  ocean; 
it  was  now  refufed  us  within  par¬ 
ticular  diftances  of  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlements.  We  were  allowed  indeed 
to  form  colonies  on  the  north  of  the 
parts  occupied  by  Spain,  and  to 
build  temporary  huts  to  the  fouth ; 
but  the  Spanilh  boundaries,  beyond 
which  fuch  permiflions  were  granted 
us,  could  not  be  accurately  deter¬ 
mined.  Certainty,  in  Jiis  eftimation, 
was  of  more  value  than  extent  of 
territory.  He  fhould  therefore  have 
thought  it  better  to  have  obtained 
in  the  firft  inftance  a  precife  line 
of'  demarkation,  even  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  few  leagues  of  country, 
from  fuch  an  account  as  Spain  her- 
felf  might  choofe  to  give  of  the 
limits  of  her  occupancy.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  obferved,  that  we 
had  refigned  what  was  of  infinite 
confequence  to  Spain,  and  retained 
what  was  infignificant  to  ourfelves ; 
and  that  what  we  had  retained  was 
fo  vague  in  its  defcriptiqn,  fo  un¬ 
defined  in  its  limits,  and  confe- 
quently  fo  liable  to  be  again  dif- 
puted,  that  we  had  conceded  much 
jnore  in  point  of  right,  than  we  had 
Required  in  point  of  fecurity. 
yhe  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
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on  the  other  hand,  contended,  that 
the  reparation  for  the  injury  which 
we  had  received  was  complete.  In 
the  controverfy  refpe&ing  the  Falk¬ 
land  Hands,  the  minifter  of  the 
time  had  indeed  obtained  a  repa¬ 
ration,  but  left  the  claim  of  right 
unfettled.  Upon  the  prefent  oc- 
caiion,  by  the  firft  article  of  the 
convention  we  had  gained  all  that  we 
could  have  reafonably  expefted  oa 
the  point  of  reftitution,  the  Spanifh 
court  pledging  itfelf  to  reftore  the 
lands,  of  which  we  had  been  un- 
juftly  difpoflefted ;  and  by  the  fe«* 
cond  article  our  claim  of  right  was 
acknowledged  and  adjufted.  In 
anfwer  to  Mr.  Fox’s  objections  to 
the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  as 
being  replete  with  conceffions  rather 
than  acquifitions,  he  obferved  that  our 
gains  confifted,  not  perhaps  in  the  ac¬ 
quirement  ofnew  rights,  but  certaiiv 
ly  of  new  advantages.  He  admit¬ 
ted  that  we  before  had  a  right  to  the 
Southern  whale-fifhery,  and  a  right 
to  navigate  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as 
well  as  to  trade  on  the  coafts  of  any 
part  of  North  Weft  America :  thofe 
rights  however  had  been  difputed 
and  refilled,  but  by  the  convention 
they  were  now  fecured  to  us;  cir- 
cumftances  which  conftituted  new 
and  confiderable  advantages.  When¬ 
ever  a  concefiion  was  made  on  our 
part,  he  afterted,  that  a  ftipulation 
equally  favourable  to  us  was  made 
by  Spain.  On  the  fubjeCl  of  the 
line  of  demarkation,  he  remarked, 
that  it  was  judged  moft  expedient  to 
leave  undefined,  what  at  the  prefent 
moment  it  was  impoflible  to  afeer- 
tain  with  fufficient  accuracy.  The 
addrefs  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of,  124. — Ayes  247 — noes  123. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  addrefs 
was  fupported  and  oppofed  upon 
grounds  limilar  to  thofe  which  had 

[  C  ] .4  been 
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been  previoufly  fele&ed  in  the  houfe 
cf  commons.  The  marquis  of 
Lanfdowne  entered  into  a  long  dif- 
cuffion,  not  merely  of  the  merits  of 
the  particular  treaty  under  confe¬ 
deration,  but  of  the  general,  views 
and  political  tranfadions  of  minif- 
ters  with  refped  to  foreign  powers, 
from  the  period  when  he  himfelf 
refigned  his  official  lituation  in  the 
cabinet ;  of  all  which  the  mod  noble 
marquis  completely  difapproved. 
The  previous  quellion  was  moved 
on  the  addrefs,  and  loft  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  43.— Contents  30— -non¬ 
contents  73. 

On  the  15  th  of  December,  the 
houfe  of  commons  having  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  fubmitted  to  the  committee  a 
plan  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
late  armament,  and  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  charges  of  an  additional  num¬ 
ber  of  leamen  voted  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year.  The  follow¬ 
ing,  lie  faid,  were  the  expences  in¬ 
curred  by  the  armament : 

£. 

For  the  navy  -  1,505,000 

army  -  -  .  64,000 

ordnance  -  151,000 

For  proviflons  to  the  Ead 

and  Wed  Indies  -  41,000 

Making  in  the  whole  1,831,000 
To  which  was  to  be 
added. 

The  vote  of  credit  ex¬ 
pended  -  -  1,000,000 

Making  a  total  ex  pence 

for  the  armament  Of  2,821,000 

From  this,  however, 

£.  200,000  might  be  de¬ 
ducted  for  naval  do  res 
on  hand,  but  this'  he 
fhould  avoid,  tvifhing 


to  have  every  expendi¬ 
ture,  occafioned  in  any 
degree  by  the  arma^ 
ment,  dated  feparately, 
as  he  had  pledged  him, 
felf  that  it  fhould  be, 
and  feparately  provid¬ 
ed  for ;  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple  he  fhould  include " 
the  expences  of  the  ad¬ 
ditional  6,000  feamen 
at  312,000 

Left  to  be  provided  for  3,133,000 

Previoufly  to  dating  the  mode  in 
which  he  propofed  to  raife  the  above 
fum,  he  took  a  comparative  view  of 
the  date  of  the  nation  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  lad  war,  and  at  the 
prefent  period,  when  our  circum- 
flances  were  peculiarly  fortunate 
and  flouriftiing.  The  former  par¬ 
liament,  which  found  the  country 
deprefted  and  apparently  burdened 
beyond  meafure,  had  not  only  laid 
the  grounds  of  a  gradual  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  but  had  beheld 
its  endeavours  in  a  degree  crowned 
with  luccefs.  The  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment  had  not,  he  conceived,  the 
fame  difficulties  to  encounter ;  for 
the  country  was  obvioufly  more 
equal  to  the  burdens,  with  which 
the  late  armament  compelled  minif- 
ters  unwillingly  to  load  it.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  houfe 
would  meet  the  addition  of  debt 
with  firmnefs  and  energy ;  that  it 
would  not  be  contented  to  defray 
the  intereft:  and  leave  the  capital  a 
permanent  burden,  but  that  it  would 
convince  the  world  of  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  our  refources,  as  well  as  of 
the  increafe  of  our  power.  With 
this  view  he  fhould  bring  forward  a 
plan  of  ways  and  means  adapted  to 
the  occafion,  and  fhould  propofe 

taxes* 


/ 
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taxes,  which  would  in  a  fhort  time 
pay  off  the  whole  of  the  additional 
debt.  The  fird  refource,  which  he 
fhould  fugged,  was  the  balance  of 
the  iffues  of  public  money  for  par¬ 
ticular  purpofes,  which  had  accumu¬ 
lated  from  unpaid  dividends  in  the 
hands  of  the  diredtors  of  the  bank 
of  England.  On  the  moil  evident 
principles  of  prudence,  of  juilice, 
of  good  faith,  and  ceconomy,  the 
public,  he  conceived,  flad  a  right  to 
avail  itfelf  of  this  balance,  a  balance 
which  arofe  from  public  iffues. 
His  intention  was  to  give  the  cre¬ 
ditor  equal  fecurity,  whenever  a  de¬ 
mand  might  be  made,  in  the  con- 
folidated  fund.  He  dated  that  this 
balance  had  been  uniformly  increaf- 
ing  from  the  year  1727.  In  that 
year  it  was  43,000 1. ;  in  1 774  it  had 
amounted  to  292,0001.;  in  1775 
it  decreafed  800 1.  being  only 
284,0001.:  but  in  1786  it  was 
314,0001.;  and  in  July  5th,  1789, 
when  the  lad  amount  was  made  up, 
it  rofe  to  547,000!.  On  the  12th 
of  lad  Odlober  there  remained  a 
floating  balance  of  660,000  1.  He 
propofed  to  appropriate  from  thi-s 
fum  to  the  public  ufe  500,000!. 
which  would  leave- 160,000  i.  foe. 
the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  to 
anfwer  any  cafual  demand. 

His  next  propofal  was  to  adopt 
fuch  temporary  taxes,  as  with  the 
addition  of  the  unclaimed  dividends, 
and  one  permanent  tax,  might  pro¬ 
duce  a  difeharge  of  the  whole  debt 
in  the  fpace  of  four  years.  In  the 
fird  year  he  would  endeavour  to 
find  the  means  of  paying  off,  inde¬ 
pendant  of  the  intered,  800,000 1. 
of  the  capital.  In  the  fecond  year, 
by  the  continuation  of  the  fame 
taxes,  he  hoped  to  pay  off  another 
800,000 1.  Thus  the  500,000!. 
which  he  propofed  to  appropriate 
from  the  balance  of  the  unclaimed 
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dividends,  and  the  two  payments  of 
800,000 1.  each,  would  form  a  dif¬ 
eharge  of  more  than  half  the  capi¬ 
tal  in  the  two  fird  years ;  after 
which  period  part  of  the  taxes 
might  be  taken  off,  and  the  others 
continued  for  the  payment  of  the 
remainder  in  the  two  fubfequent 
years,  forming  a  complete  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  capital  in  four 
years.  The  fird,  which  he  fhould 
propofe,  would  be  upon  an  article 
of  general  confumption,  fugar,  pay¬ 
ing  at  prefent  a  duty  of  12  s.  4d. 
per  cwt.  to  which  he  fhould  annex 
an  additional  2  s.  8d.  Hence  he 
expected  to  raife  241,000!.  The 
fecond  would  be  on  fpirits,  which 
he  confidered  as  not  likely  to  be 
evaded,  when  impofed  for  a  fhort 
time,  and  in  a  dight  degree.  Bri- 
tifh  fpirits  were  already  taxed  in  the 
wafh  at  6d.  per  gallon ;  brandy  at 
5s.;  and  rum  at  4  s.  He  lhould 
here  add  one-fixth  of  the  exiding  du¬ 
ty,  which  would  produce  240,000 1. 
The  third  would  be  on  malt,  to  be 
enforced  only  for  the  two  fird  years, 
on  which  he  fhould  propofe  an  ad¬ 
ditional  3  d.  a  bulhel.  This  he 
calculated  at  1 22,000 1.  The  fourth 
would  be  a  tax  of  10I.  per  cent.  on. 
all  affeffed  taxes  (except  the  com¬ 
mutation  and  land  taxes)  which  he 
edimaled  at  1 00,000 1,  Ladly,  he 
diouid  propofe  a  double  tax  on. 
game-keepers,  and  the  addition  of 
one-third  more  on  game-licences. 
The  whole  recapitulated  would  be 

o  £- 

Sugar  -  -  241,000 

Briddi  fpirits  -  86,000 

Brandy  -  -  -  87,000 

Rum  -  -  -  67,000 

Malt  -  -  -  122,000 

Affeffed  taxes  -  100,000 

Game  licences  -  25,000 

728,000 

This, 
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This,  he  remarked,  was  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  hum,  even  with  the  500,000!. 
of  the  unclaimed  dividends,  for  the 
purpofes  which  he  had  dated.  To 
make  up  the  deficiency,  he  intended 
to  modify  an  exifting  tax  upon  bills 
of  exchange  and  receipts  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  the  frauds  hi¬ 
therto  prad'tifed  in  evading  it,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  increafe  the  re¬ 
venue  at  lead  300,000  k  The  re¬ 
gulations  cf  this  tax  he  meant  to 
make  not  temporary,  but  perma¬ 
nent. 

If  the  plan,  which  he  thus  pro- 
pofed,  diouid  be  carried  into  effedl, 
the  confolidated  fund,  he  obferved, 
would  gain  by  the  500,000  k  from 
the  bank,  and  the  800, cook  of  the 
produce  of  the  fird  year,  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  1,300,000  k  which  fum  he 
lhould  move  to  be  iiTaed  for  the 
year  1791  ;  and  as  a  temporary 
iource  for  the  remainder,  he  fhould 
propofe  the  adoption  of  exchequer 
bills  to  the  amount  of  1,800,000  1. 

All  the  above  arragements  were 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  except  the 
propofal  of  appropriating  to  the 
public  ufe  the  500,000  1.  of  the  un¬ 
claimed  dividends.  This  meafiire 
being  reprefented  as  likely  to  prove 
in  fome  degree  injurious  to  the  na¬ 
tional  credit,  the  minider  confented 
to  accept  from  the  bank  a  loan  of 
the  fame  fum,  as  long  as  a  floating 
balance  to  that  amount  lhould  re¬ 
main  in  the  hands  of  their  calhier. 

The  next  fubjedt  which  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  was  one  of  the  utmofl  import¬ 
ance,  not  only  to  the  deleft  privi¬ 
leges  of  that  houfe,  but  to  the  very 
exidence  of  the  conditution  itfelf. 
The  quedion  was,  whether  an  im¬ 
peachment  brought  by  the  com- 
jnons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament 
^fiembled,  in  their  pwn  name,  and  in 


the  name  cf  their  conftituents,  did  not 
remain  in  fiatu  quo,  notwithdanding 

the  intervention  of  a  dilfolution?  On 
the  17th  of  December,  in  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Sir  Peter  Bur¬ 
rell  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Burke  made  a 
motion  to  the  following  effedt :  “  It 
appears,  that  an  impeachment  of 
this  houfe,  in  the  name  of  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parlia¬ 
ment  aflembled,  and  in  the  name  of 
all  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
againd  Warren  Hadings,  efq.  late 
governor  general  of  Bengal,  for 
fundry  high  crimes  and  mifdemea- 
nors,  is  now  depending.” 

This  motion,  he  obferved,  in¬ 
volved  no  abftradt  quedion,  but  was 
a  plain  practical  aflertion  of  their 
privileges,  as  handed  down  to  them 
by  their  predecelfors  through  an 
uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  years.  In  all  the  convulfions. 
of  our  government,  in  all  the  drug¬ 
gies,  conteds,  and  incidental  or 
progrefiive  changes  of  the  fundtions 
and  powers  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  this  alone  had  remained  im¬ 
mutable— that  an  impeachment  was 
pever  to  be  defeated  by  collufion 
with  a  minider,  or  by  the  power  of 
the  crown.  That  an  impeachment 
abated  by  a  dilfolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  contended,  was  not  to  be 
found  in  plain  exprefs  terms  on  the 
journals  of  the  houie  of  lords,  or^ 
the  journals  of  the  houfe  pf  com¬ 
mons,  nor  in  the  minutes  of  the 
conferences  between  the  two  houfes. 
It  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  book 
of  authority,  or  in  any  good  report; 
of  law  cafes. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  wifhing  to  gain 
time  for  deliberation,  moved,  “  That; 
Sir  Pete;-  Burrell  might  leave  tlie 
chair.”  A  debate  of  unufual  length 
enfued.  The  arguments  advanced 
in  favour  of  an  abatement  (argu- 

inent'i 
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jnents  afierted  on  the  other  fide  to 
have  been  loaded  with  much  extra¬ 
neous  matter  and  irrelevant  rea- 
foning)  were  principally  grounded 
upon  analogies  derived  from  the 
general  complexion  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  proceedings,  and  from  the 
principles  of  the  courts  of  common 
law,  and  upon  precedents  extra&ed 
from  the  journals  of  the  houl'e  of 
lords. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  idea 
of  taking  up  any  proceeding  of  a 
former  parliament  was  refuted  by 
an  impartial  furveypf  all  the  powers 
exercifed  by  the  houfe,  as  limited 
by  immemorial  ufage.  If  a  day 
were  appointed  for  attendance,  but 
that  day  did  not  arrive  until  after  a 
(diffolution,  the  fucceeding  parlia¬ 
ment  could  not  ad  upon  it.  If  the 
commons  imprifoned  for  a  contempt, 
the  door  of  their  prifon  was  opened 
immediately  upon  the  expiration  of 
parliament.  If  the  commons  had 
framed  a  bill,  and  their  melfenger 
was  carrying  it  up  to  the  lords 
when  the  king  diftolved  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  no  Subsequent  houfe  could 
proceed  upon  that  ftage  of  the  bill, 
but  the  whole  muft  again  be  taken 
up.  If  fuch  a  bill  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  public  charge  againft  a  culprit 
of  ftate,  as  an  attainder  and  bills  of 
penalty,  the  fame  rule  attached  up¬ 
on  it,  and  the  culprit  would  efcape, 
unlefs  the  proceeding  fhould  again 
commence  de  novo.  It  was  afked, 
what  could  prevent  Mr.  Haftings, 
if  he  pleafed,  from  quitting  the 
kingdom?  What  penalty  of  bail 
was  a  guard  over  him  or  his  friends  ? 
Would  any  lawyer  afTert,  that  Mr. 
Haftings,  or  his  bail,  could  be  touch¬ 
ed  by  an  order  of  the  lords  between 
parliament  and  parliament  ?  Upon 
the  Supposition  then,  that  the  lords 
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could  not  imprifon  or  bail  for  a 
fpace  of  time  beyond  the  duration 
of  an  exifting  parliament,  yet  might 
proceed  in  jiatu  quo  at  the  meeting 
of  a  new  one,  would  not  fuch  a 
power  of  proceeding  be  ridiculous 
in  the  extreme,  when  they  poflefted, 
not  the  means  of  fecuring  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  culprit? 

It  was  admitted,  that  the  nature 
of  a  trial  by  impeachment  deprived 
the  accufed  of  many  advantages, 
which  the  law  had  provided  for  the 
fafety  of  accufed  perfons  in  all  other 
cafes;  and  that  therefore  the  rea¬ 
soning  by  analogy  from  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  general  would  not  clofe- 
ly  apply.  It  was  neverthelefs  con-, 
tended,  that  a  ray  of  light  might 
be  thrown  upon  the  queftion  from 
that  quarter ;  and  that  if  a  trial  by 
impeachment  under  the  beft  regu¬ 
lations  violated  fome  of  the  ella- 
blilhed  principles  of  Englilh  law, 
the  continuance  of  it  from  parlia¬ 
ment  to  parliament  violated  them* 
all. 

The  firft  maxim  of  law  adduced 
in  Support  of  the  above  argument 
was  this  — -  that  perfons  accufed 
fhould  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial, 
in  order  to  prevent  long  imprifon- 
ments,  and  all  the  miferies  inciden¬ 
tal  to  a  ftate  of  tedious  and  cruel 
fufpence. 

But  if  impeachments  were  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  extended  in  the  manner 
propofed,  it  was  obferved  that  they 
might  continue  for  life,  operating 
to  perpetual  imprifonment ;  which 
would  reduce  the  liberty  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject  not  to  a  dependance  on  the  Jaw, 
but  to  a  dependance  on  the  will 
alone  of  one  branch  of  the  legifla- 
ture. 

The  Second  maxim  adduced  was. 
that  the  individuals  who  are  ap¬ 
pointee! 
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pointed  to  try  the  caufes,  fhould  be 
purified  from  all  prejudices  by  the 
challenges  of  the  prifoner. 

It  was  confefiedj  that  the  very 
conftitution  of  a  court,  where  the 
judges  fit  by  inheritance  or  the 
creation  of  the  crown,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  militated  again!!  this  great 
maxim ;  but  it  was  obferved,  that 
fuch  a  departure  from  an  eftabliilr- 
ed  rule  could  not,  confidering  the 
number  of  the  judges,  be  very  dan¬ 
gerous  in  a  fingle  parliament.  Sup- 
pofing,  however,  that  an  impeach¬ 
ment  continued  from  parliament  to 
parliament,  the  perfon  imptached 
might  at  laid  be  judged  not  only  by 
peers,  who  would  be  total  firangers 
to  all  the  primary  proceedings,  but 
perhaps  by  feme  of  his  very  accu¬ 
sers. 

The  laft  maxim  adduced  was ; 
that  a  trial  once  commenced  fhould 
go  on  without  alteration  or  repara¬ 
tion  to  prevent  imprefiions  from  any 
fource  but  the  evidence,  which 
fhould  be  given  by  the  witnefi’es  in 
the  prefence  of  the  profecutor,  the 
prifoner,  and  the  court;  and  that 
the  verditt  fhould  be  formed  on  the 
recent  view  and  recolle&ion  of  the 
circumftances. 

It  was  indeed  admitted,  as  in  the 
former  inftance,  that  the  conflitu- 
ticn  of  the  court  in  queilion  was 
not  exa&ly  regulated  by  the  above- 
mentioned  principle ;  neverthelefs 
it  was  afferted,  that,  confidering  an 
impeachment  as  a  trial  confined  to 
one  parliament  only,  the  evil,  how 
much  foever  to  be  lamented,  had 
its  limits.  The  profecutors  were 
the  fame;  the  court  partly  fo  ;  and 
the  evidence,  after  adjournment  or 
prorogation,  might  be  recollected 
by  the  aid  of  notes.  But  if  im¬ 
peachments  were  to  be  continue*! 
from  parliament  to  parliament,  the 


changes  which  might  unavoidably 
take  place  in  the  profecutors^  by 
the  election  of  new  managers,  and 
in  the  court,  by  the  admiffion  of 
new  peers,  might  make  it  impoffi- 
ble  fer  either  party  to  proceed  up¬ 
on  any  but  written  evidence  in  di¬ 
rect  oppofition  to  the  genius  of 
Englilh  law.  On  fuch  kind  of 
evidence,  on  evidence  which  mult 
be  taken  upon  truft,  where  the  de¬ 
meanor  of  the  vvitneffes  could  not  be 
obferved,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  main¬ 
tained,  that  their  lordfhips  ought 
not  to  pluck  a  feather  from  a  fpar- 
row’s  wing. 

With  refpeCl  to  precedents,  it 
was  faid,  that  the  proper  place  to 
fearch  for  them  was  in  the  journals 
of  the  houfe  of  lords.  Viewing  an 
impeachment  in  the  light  of  a  pro- 
fecution  on  the  accufation  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  before  the  houfe 
of  lords,  could  any  man  doubt  by 
which  houfe  every  queflion,  likely 
to  affeCt  the  interefl  of  the  prifon¬ 
er,  fhould  be  adjudged?  Common 
fenfe  and  common  juflice  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  a  judgment,  confe- 
quential  perhaps  to  the  fate  of  the 
culprit,  delivered  by  his  accufers. 
It  feemed,  therefore,  reafonable, 
that  every  point  refpeCting  the  ex¬ 
iting  fiate  of  an  impeachment 
fhould  be  determined  by  that  court, 
where  the  commons  had  by  law 
lodged  it. 

The  principal  precedents  which 
were  brought  forward  on  this  occa- 
fion,  were  thofe  which  occurred  in 
the  years  1673,  1678,  1685,  1690, 
1701  and  1717.  The  precedent 
of  1673  was  conceived  to  relate 
only  to  writs  of  error,  and  not  to 
impeachments.  It  was  faid  to  be  a 
mere  refolution  of  the  lords  upon  a 
reference  to  their  committee,  and 
fimply  intended  to  decide  the  quef- 
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tion,  Whether  writs  of  error  abated 
by  a  prorogation  ?  preferving  a  to¬ 
tal  filence  on  the  point  of  a  dilfolu- 
tion. 

The  precedent  of  1678  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  favourable  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  a  non-abatement ;  but  to 
diminilh  the  authority  of  this  pre¬ 
cedent  it  was  remarked,  that  at  the 
period  in  which  it  had  been  framed, 
the  nation  was  excited  to  the  highell 
poffible  pitch  againil  popery,  when 
neither  the  voice  of  reafon  nor  of 
law  could  be  heard.  On  the  12th 
of  March,  1678,  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  to  declare,  that 
writs  of  error,  which  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  1673  keen  confidered 
as  continuing  from  feffion  to  feffion, 
continued  from  parliament  to  par¬ 
liament;  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fearch  for  precedents. 
This  was  merely  to  give  colour  to 
their  fubfequent  conduct;  for  only 
two  days  after,  without  taking  any 
Heps  in  confequence  of  the  hrft  or¬ 
der,  it  was  added  as  an  inftruelion 
to  the  committee,  that  they  Ihould 
make  enquiries  into  the  hate  of  the 
impeachments  which  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  preceding  parlia¬ 
ment.  Accordingly,  on  the  19th 
of  the  fame  month,  report  was  made 
to  the  houfe,  that  on  perufal  of  the 
journal  of  the  29th  of  March  1673, 
it  appeared  that  the  hate  of  the 
impeachments  was  not  altered.  The 
houfe  acceding  to  this  opinion,  the 
order  of  1678  was  made.  The  or¬ 
der,  therefore,  in  quefdon,  was  faid 
to  have  been  eftablifhed  upon  no 
antecedent  cuftom  of  parliament, 
but.  to  have  been  framed  upon  a 
ft  rained  and  abfurd  analogy  to  writs 
of  error.  * 

But  if  the  precedent  of  1678  was 
againil  the  argument  on  this  fide 


the  quellion,  that  of  1685  diredlly 
fupported  it.  The  precedent  of 
1685  completely  annihilated  th® 
former ;  for  its  language  was,  “  Re- 
folved,  that  the  order  of  the  19th 
of  March,  1678,  lhall  be  reverfed 
and  annulled  as  to  impeachments.’ * 
If  the  lords  had  jurifdiflion  to 
make  the  order  of  1678,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  mull  have  had  jurifdi&ion  to 
unmake  it. 

The  next  precedent  was  that  of 
the  year  1690.  The  lords  Sjlif* 
bury  and  Peterborough,  who  had 
been  impeached  by  a  former  parlia- 
ment,  petitioned  the  houfe  of  lords 
to  be  difcharged  from  their  impri- 
fohment,  pleading  a  dihblution  of 
parliament  as  a  caufe  for  that  dif- 
charge,  and  likewife  a  free  and  ge¬ 
neral  pardon.  The  operation  of 
the  pardon  was  referred  to  the 
judges,  upon  the  reception  of  whofe 
anfvver  the  prifoners  were  admitted 
to  bail,  but  not  difcharged.  The 
lords  appointed  a  committee  to 
fearch  for  precedents.  On  the  re¬ 
port  of  this  committee  alone,  with¬ 
out  the  leafl  reference  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  pardon,  they  were  fuppcfed  to 
have  releafed  the  prifoners  from 
confinement.  As  an  additional 
proof  of  the  accuracy  of  this  ftate- 
ment,  it  was  afferted,  that  if  the 
parties  had  been  entitled  to  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  pardon,  it  mull  have 
been  argued  before  the  lords  in  bar 
to  the  impeachment,  when  the 
commons  would  have  had  a  legal 
right  to  have  been  heard  againil 
that  plea;  but  no  fuch  right  was 
exercifed  or  claimed.  About  the 
fame  time  Sir  Adam  Blair,  Mole, 
Gray,  and  Elliott,  who  had  been 
previoully  impeached,  were  faid  to 
have  been  liberated  upon  nmiiar 
grounds,  without  any  communica¬ 
tion 
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tion  with  the  commons,  and  with¬ 
out  any  fubfequent  obje&ion  or  dif- 
fatisfa&ion. 

The  cafe  of  the  duke  of  Leeds  in 
1701  was  next  adduced.  Upon 
the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament, 
the  houfe  of  lords  difmiifed  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  impeachment  againft  that 
nobleman,  entering  on  their  jour¬ 
nals  :  “  That  in  the  former  parlia¬ 
ment  the  duke  of  Leeds  had  been 
impeached;  articles  brought  up,  hnd 
anfwer  put  in ;  but  that  the  commons 
not  profecuting,  he'was  difcharged.” 
This  difcharge  was  argued  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  Jbrds  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  termination  of  their 
jurifdi&ion,  and  not  by  an  adl  of 
judicature  upon  a  fubfifting  im¬ 
peachment. 

The  laft  precedent  quoted,  was 
that  of  1717,  when  lord  Oxford  pe¬ 
titioned  to  be  releafed  from  con¬ 
finement,  upon  the  fuppofition  that 
a  prorogation  alone  was  fatal  to  an 
impeachment.  This  petition  was 
rejected  by  the  houfe.  It  was  how¬ 
ever  confidently  maintained,  that 
the  fatality  of  a  diffolution  was  a 
point  acceded  to  by  both  parties 
in  the  debate.  This  conclufion  was 
drawn  from  the  language  of  the 
proteft,  which  was  figned  upon  this 
cccafion,  the  protefting  lords  ex- 
prefiing  their  fears,  left  the  vote  of 
that  day  fhould  weaker  the  order 
of  1685. 

Very  full  and  complete  anlwers 
were  given  to  the  preceding  ar¬ 
guments  by  the  molt  dillinguifhed 
fpeakers  on  both  Tides  of  the  houfe. 
But  it  was  previoufly  argued  upon 
every  principle  of  reafon  as  an  ab- 
furdity  to  conceive,  that  the  confli- 
tution  could  have  given  to  the  com¬ 
mons  the  power  of  exhibiting 
articles  of  impeachment  again!!  a 
fiate  delinquent,  yet  perhaps  in  the 
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mod  important  cafes  have  withheld 
the  means  of  profecuting  to  convic* 
tion. 

Parliament,  it  was  obferved,  ex- 
ercifed  two  powers,  legiflative  and 
judicial,  which  had  their  diftind 
limits  and  duration.  The  confu- 
fion  of  thofe  powers  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fource  of  all  the  doubts  upon 
the  queflion.  Every  legiflative  ad 
was  terminated  both  by  prorogation 
and  diffolution ;  but  no  judicial  ad 
was  influenced  by  either.  Under 
this  lafl  head,  impeachments  were 
to  be  claffed. 

The  high  court  of  parliament  was 
aflerted  to  be  at  all  times  an  exif- 
ting  court;  and  although,  from 
diflolution  or  other  caufes,  it  might 
not  be  fitting  to  do  juftice,  it  was 
fdid  to  be  always  open  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  appeals  and  writs  of 
error.  The  authority  of  the  peers  in 
parliament  did  not  depend  upon  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  although  it 
was  during  that  period  that  they 
exercifed  their  authority  injudicial 
proceedings.  The  moment  that 
the  king  affixed  the  feal  to  the 
patent  of  a  peerage,  the  dignity  and 
privileges  which  belonged  to  it 
continued  to  the  perfon  during  his 
natural  life,  and  at  his  death  de¬ 
fended  to  his  posterity  without 
change  or  diminution.  The  meet¬ 
ing,  therefore,  of  parliament,  was 
to  them  no  more  than  a  notice  and 
dire&ion  from  the  crown  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  exercife  of  their  pri¬ 
vileges  ;  but  which  the  crown  could 
neither  take  away,  abridge,  or 
render  void.  Such  was  the  cafe 
of  the  judges  in  impeachment* 
What  was  the  cafe  of  the  profecu- 
tors  ?  An  impeachment  ought  not 
to  be  confidered  as  the  a£t  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  alone,  but  of  all 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  the 
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proceeding  being  in  the  name  both 
of  conftituents  and  reprefentatives. 
The  houfe  of  commons  <tvas  only 
the  legal  organ  of  inftituting  im¬ 
peachments,  as  the  attorney  general 
was  of  filing  bills  ex  officio ,  or 
an  indiftment  in  the  name  of  the 
crown.  In  the  one  cafe  the  king 
profecuted ;  in  the  other  the  whole 
commons  of  the  realm.  If  there¬ 
fore  neither  the  judges  nor  the  pro- 
fecutors  of  an  impeachment  were 
either  politically  or  phyfically  an¬ 
nihilated;  if  it  were  true,  that, 
although  the  means  of  afting  were 
for  a  time  fufpended,  the  right  re¬ 
mained  ;  it  followed,  that  every  ju¬ 
dicial  proceeding,  in  which  they 
were  engaged  before  fuch  an  event 
took  place,  revived  on  their  meeting 
again ;  and  that  during  fuch  an  in¬ 
terval  every  fuch  proceeding  mult 
be  Hill  depending. 

In  reply  to  the  argument  of  ana¬ 
logies  derived  from  the  general 
complexion  of  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings,  it  was  obferved,  that  this 
argument,  if  it  proved  any  thing, 
proved  too  much;  becawle  it  equally 
tended  to  annihilate  an  impeach¬ 
ment  after  prorogation  as  after 
diffolution.  Whatever  queition 
occupied  the  houfe  in  its  legiflative 
capacity,  it  terminated  alike  in  both 
inflances.  If  a  legiflative  a<Si  was 
in  its  progrefs,  a  prorogation  was 
known  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  com¬ 
pletely  and  effectually  as  a  diffolu- 
tion.  It  was  only  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  furvived  the  one  or 
the  other.  During  the  interme¬ 
diate  period  occafioned  by  either, 
the  high  court  of  parliament,  indeed, 
could  not  fit,  any  more  than  the 
courts  of  common  law,  in  the  in¬ 
terval  between  term  and  term  ;  but 
when  parliament  again  affembled, 
judicial  proceedings  revived,  juft 


F  EUROPE.  [47 

as  in  the  inferior  courts  after  a 
vacation.  In  this  manner  wer«  the 
proceedings  on  an  impeachment 
fufpended  by  every  prorogation,  and 
the  committee  of  managers  dif- 
folved.  After  the  prorogation  tho 
committee  was  always  re-appointed, 
and  the  trial  refuifted. 

On  the  point  of  analogies  deduced 
from  the  principles  of  the  courts 
below,  it  was  obferved  that  if  a  / 
right  admitted  for  centuries  wer® 
to  be  fuppofed  doubtful,  beeaufb 
fome  ingenious  men  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  bring  it  into  queftion  by 
forced  analogies  to  the  rules  of 
other  courts,  eftablifhed  on  very 
different  principles,  and  handing  on 
circumfiances  entirely  diftinCt  from 
thofe,  in  which  the  two  houfea 
flood  with  refpeft  to  any  proceed¬ 
ings  before  the  houfe  of  lords  in 
its  judicial  capacity,  there  was  no 
right,  fo  fanblioned  by  immemorial 
ufage,  which  might  not  be  con¬ 
troverted  ;  no  privilege,  however  va¬ 
luable,  which  might  not  become  a 
fubjeCt  of  cavil  and  altercation. 

Much  confufion  of  idea,  and 
many  unneceffary  attempts  to  draw 
parallels,  where  no  parallel  exiited, 
it  was  remarked,  would  have  been 
avoided,  had  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  taken  the  lea  ft  pains 
to  acquaint  themfelves  with  the 
only  law  applicable  to  the  queftion 
under  debate — the  law  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  By  this  law,  every  point 
which  affected  the  privileges  of 
parliament  fhould  be  decided,  and 
not  by  diftorted  rules  extracted 
from  imaginary  comparifons  with 
the  practice  of  inferior  courts.  The 
law  of  parliament,  as  extant  in  all 
its  ancient  cuftoms  and  ufages,  was 
not  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  law 
of  the  land,  but  a  great  and  iiimor- 
.tint  part  of  it.  It  was  the  fuprerre 
f  and 
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and  fovereign  law  of  the  conditu- 
tion,  plain  and  pra&ical,  deformed 
by  no  theoretical  conceits,  no 
quibbling  fubtleties.  It  fpoke  a 
language  level  to  every  capacity, 
which  the  moaned  could  not  mif- 
apprehend,  and  which  the  fublimeft 
mud  admire. 

Analogies  of  the  kind  alluded  to 
were  faid  to  be  capable  only  of  mif- 
leading,  becaufe  the  proceedings 
and  principles  of  aftion  were  fun¬ 
damentally  different.  The  court 
of  the  king  in  parliament  could  not 
with  the  lead  propriety  be  com¬ 
pared  to  a  common  trial  by  jury. 
When  a  jury  was  impannelled  to 
try  a  caufe,  a  judge  prefided.  The 
judge  took  notes,  but  there  was  no 
dop  to  take  down  the  quedion,  no 
hop  to  receive  the  anfwer,  no  form 
which  made  the  evidence  a  fpecies 
of  record;  but  all  was  done  on  the 
general  immediate  impreffion.  The 
jury  could  notfeparate  until  they  had 
given  their  verdift ;  and  if  they  re¬ 
tired  they  retired  in  the  cuftody  of 
a  bailiff.  The  cafe  of  the  court  of 
the  king  in  parliament  was  quite 
didinfl.  There  the  proceedings 
became  a  matter  of  record ;  for  the 
quedion,  indead  of  being  direftly 
put  to  the  witnefs,  was  propofed  to 
the  court  by  the  managers  or  the 
counfel ;  the  chancellor,  who  pre- 
iided,  then  put  it  to  the  witnefs, 
when  both  the  quedion  and  the' 
anfwer  were  written  down  by  the 
clerk  previous  to  any  fubfequent 
proceeding.  Thus  not  the  general 
eiFeft,  but  the  precife  terms,  were 
taken  down  and  preferved  for  the 
benefit  of  the  court.  An  impeach¬ 
ment  was  obferved  to  be  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  cafe,  which  did  not  admit  of 
being  conducted  upon  the  fame 
rules  as  an  ordinary  trial.  In  the 
latter  indance  <vi-vd  vcce  evidence 


Was  deemed  requifite;  but  in,  the 
former  it  was  necelTary,- Trom  the 
very  conditution  of  the  court  itfelf, 
that  judgment  fhould  be  formed  upon 
written  evidence.  Were  the  rules  of 
the  court  of  king’s  bench  to  obtain 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  quedion 
would  be  entirely  at  an  end,  and  the 
benefit  of  impeachment  at  once  an¬ 
nihilated;  fince  it  would  then  be 
better  to  file  an  indi&ment  in  one, 
than  prefer  an  impeachment  in  the 
other.  But  the  very  foundation  of 
impeachments  reded  upon  a  power 
of  bringing  delinquents  to  judice, 
who  would  have  efcaped,  if  tried 
according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of 
the  courts  of  judicature.  It  was 
like  wife  remarked,  that  even  in  thofe 
courts  written  evidence  was  by  no 
means  novel.  .  Upon  this  fpecies  of 
evidence  the  court  of  chancery  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  almod.  all  its  decifions. 
It  was  alfo  well  known  that  nine, 
tenths  of  mifdemeanors  were  tried 
at  fittings,  and  the  record  being  re¬ 
turned  to  the  court  from  which  it 
ilfued,  fentence  was  there  pro- 
nouncedby  judges  \vho  had  heard  no 
part  of  the  oral  evidence,,  who  had 
feen  nothing  of  the  demeanor  of  the 
prifoner  or  witneffes,  who  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  cafe  or 
its  circumdances,  but  what  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  notes  of  the  judge 
that  tried  it.  Upon  the  whole  it 
was  obferved,  that  almod  every  ar¬ 
gument  derived  from  the  fource  of 
what  had  been  termed  legal  ana¬ 
logies,  not  only  militated  againft 
any  future  proceedings,  but  againft 
the  very  exiftence  itfelf  of  that  high 
court,  which  had  been  for  centuries 
the  bulwark  of  Britifli  freedom. 

'  When  the  topic  of  precedents 
was  difcufted,  it  was  premifed,  that 
upon  a  quedion  of  privilege  it  had 
always  been  the  pra&ice  of  their 

predeceftors 
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jjf'edeceffors  to  confult  their  own 
journals,  and  not  thole  of  the  houfe 
of  lords.  Their  own  journals  con¬ 
tained  not  the  lhadow  of  a  doubt 
upon  the  fubjedt.  The  right  of  the 
commons  to  profecute  a  date,  delin¬ 
quent  to  convidtion,  in  defiance  of 
all  opposition  from  the  crown  or  its 
minifters,  in  defiance  of  prorogation 
or  diflblution,  had  always  been  con- 
fidered  in  that  houfe  as  a  great 
and  conftitutional  privilege,  without 
which  the  controul  of  the  people 
over  the  executive  branch  of  ?o- 
Vernment  would  be  rendered  inef- 
fedtual.  So  decided  had  their  pre- 
decelfors  been  upon  this  point,  that 
the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  have  never  been  difgraced  by 
a  fingle  furmife  of  an  oppofite  ten¬ 
dency.  But  even  if  recourfe  were 
had  to  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
lords,  not  one  authority  could  there 
be  found  on  the  other  fide,  but  the 
milerable  decifion  of  1685,  which 
was  faid  to  have  been  raked  from 
the  afhes,  where  it  had  long  lain 
defpifed  and  forgotten  by  the  very 
houfe  that  made  it,  and  contami¬ 
nated  by  the  defpicable  circum- 
ftances  which  had  given  it  birth, 
"and  the  unprincipled  times  in  which 
it  had  been  framed. 

To  render  precedents  of  full  au¬ 
thority,  it  was  ftated,  that  they 
ought  to  be  numerous,  and  not  fcat- 
tered  here  and  there— to  be  con¬ 
current,  and  not  contradidlory — to 
have  been  made  in  p-ood  confiitu- 
ttonal  times,  not  to  have  been 
framed  for,  the  purpofe  of  ferving  a 
particular  occafion— and  laftly,  to 
be  agreeable  to  'the  general  tenor 
of  legal  principles,  which  Ihould  al¬ 
ways  over-rule  them.— But  nothing 
of  this  kind  had  been  proved,  or  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  proved. 

The  firfb  precedent  which  had 
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been  quoted,  was  the  refolution  of 
1673.  On  this  it  had  been  ohferv- 
ed,  that,  fmce  no  mention  was  made 
in  it  of  impeachments,  a  diflblution. 
operated  in  abatement  of  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings.  But  it  was  anfv/ered, 
that  the  very  contrary  ft-emed  de- 
ducible  from  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  which  exprefsly  compre¬ 
hended  not  only  writs  of  error  and 
petitions  of  appeal,  but  in  general 
“  any  other  bufinefs  nxherein  their 
“  lord  flips  a£t  as  in  a  court  of  judi- 
“  caturc,  and  net  in  their  legijicitinje 
“  capacity .”  All  fuch  bufmefies 
were  declared  to  extend  from  fef- 
fion  to  fefiion,  which  was  confider- 
ed  as  tantamount  to  an  extenliort 
from  parliament  to  parliament ;  the 
eftedt  of  a  prorogation  and  of  a  dif- 
folution  being  prccifely  the  fame, 
putting  an  end  alike  to  all  pending 
meafures  of  a  legislative  nature,  and 
alike  leaving  untouched  all  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings,  unlefs  impeach¬ 
ments  could  be  fhc^vn  to  be  a  fingle 
anomalous  exception.  In  fact,  the 
precedents  contained  in  the  report 
went  equally  to  a  continuation  from, 
parliament  to  parliament,  as'  from 
feffion  to  feffion,;  and  they  were 
taken  indifferently  from  civil  and 
criminal  caufes,  whether  in*  the 
appellate  or  original  jurifdidlion  of 
the  lord5,  ,and  by  whom  ever  infti- 
tuted,  at  the  fuit  of  an  individual, 
the  crown,  or  the  commons.  The 
refolution  of  1673,  therefore,  mult 
have  been  defigned  to  include  im¬ 
peachments  ;  'and  fo  it  was  under- 
food,  by  the  belt  arid  molt  authen¬ 
tic  interpreters  of  its  meaning,  the 
lords  themfelvds ;  who,  only  five 
years  after,  grounded  themfelves 
immediately  upon  it,  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  impeach¬ 
ments  from  parliament  to  parlia¬ 
ment. 
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In  the  precedent 

of  1678,  it  was  allowed  that  the 
times  were  times  of  much  ferment ; 
but  it  was  contended  that  the  new 
refolution  grew  naturally  out  of  the 
former  report  and  refolution  of 
1673,  and  that  the  queftion  at  that 
time  debated  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  po- 
pilli  plot,  it  referred  fimply  to  the 
cafe  of  lord  Danby.  who  had  been 
impeached  for  crimes  totally  dif- 
tind  from  the  plot,  and  was  de¬ 
cided  by  a  houfe  not  particular¬ 
ly  inimical  to  that  minifter.  But 
the  faired  mode  would  be,  not  to 
eilimate  the  character  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  by  the  character  of  the  times, 
but  rather  b)*  its  conilitutional  a£ls, 
both  in  its  legillative  and  judicial 
capacity.  In  that  point  of  view  it 
was  afferted  that  there  was  not  one 
important  or  material  privilege  of 
perfonal  freedom,  parliamentary  in¬ 
dependence,  or  conilitutional  prin¬ 
ciple,  afterwards  ena&ed  at  the  re¬ 
volution,  which  had  not  been  en¬ 
forced  and  carried  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  1678;  and-  that  therefore 
its  reputation  flood  as  high  as  any 
in  the  annals  of  our  hiftory.  At  a 
fubfequent  period  the  queition  was 
again  mentioned  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  managers  of  lord 
Danby’s  impeachment,  among  other 
things,  reported,  that  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  refpeding  the  impeachment, 
one  of  the  lords  reminded  the  com¬ 
mons  that  they  had  obtained  a 
great  point  in  that  parliament,  viz. 
a  declaration  that  impeachments 
did  not  abate  by  a  diffolution  ;  when 
the  managers  replied,  that  nothing 
had  been  gained,  as  the  point  in 
queftion  “  was  nothing  but  what 
tc  was  agreeable  to  the  ancient 
“  courfe  and  methods  of  padia- 
“  ment.” 


Two  years  after,  and  when  an¬ 
other  parliament  had  been  diffolved, 
the  lords  hefitated  not  to  leal  this 
refolution  with  fome  of  the  nobleft 
blood  of  their  own  illuffrious  order, 
in  the  trial,  condemnation,  and  exe¬ 
cution,  of  lord  Stafford ;  refufmg 
even  to  hear  his  counfel  againff  it, 
in  arreff  of  judgment.  And  what¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  merits  of 
the  fentence  by  which  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  nobleman  perifhed  on  the 
fcaffold ;  the  regularity  of  the  pro- 
ccfs  againff  him  has  never  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  vitiated.  No  error 
was  affigned  on  that  ground  in  the 
bill  for  reverfmg  his  attainder, 
which  under  the  fucceeding  mo¬ 
narch  was  lent  down  by  the  lords, 
and  rejected  by  the  commons. 
Again,  after-  lord  Stafford’s  death, 
and  after  a  third  diffolution,  the 
lords  acted  judicially  on  this  fame 
rule,  by  appointing  a  day  to  conff- 
der  the  demand  made  by  the, com¬ 
mons,  for  judgment  againff  lord, 
Danby ;  and  they  alfo  acted  judi¬ 
cially  upon  it  about  the  fame  time 
in  another  impeachment,  which  had 
been  brought  up  at  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  parliament  againff  Sir  William 
Scroggs,  chief  j-uffice  of  the  king’s 
bench,  and  to  which  in  the  new  par¬ 
liament  they  recorded  his  anfwer. 

Nor  does  the  authority  of  the 
precedenc  ffop  here.  The  princi¬ 
ple  of  it,  while  it  yet  exiffed  only 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  report  and  refo¬ 
lution  of  1673,  received  the  appro¬ 
bation  of 'the  third  branch  of  the 
legiilature ;  for  in  opening  the  par¬ 
liament  of  1678,  the  lord  chancel - 
v  lor,  by  command  ef  the  king,  in¬ 
formed  the  two  houfes  of  the  appli¬ 
cations  made  by  the  impeached 
lords  to  be  tried  on  their  indift- 
ments  in  the  interval  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  e(  but  (continued  he)  his 
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**  majeky  thought  it  fitter  to  re- 
“  ferve  them'  to  a  more  public  and 
<e  confpicuous  trial  in  parliament, 
“  for  which  caufe  their  trials  ought 
now  to  he  hafiened”  After  the  rule 
was  given,  the  king  himfelf  twice 
recognized  and  enforced  it  from  the 
throne,  by  recommending  to  the 
two  fucceeding  parliaments'  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  fame  impeachments. 
In  the  ekimation  of  thofe  who  truly 
know  and  value  the  constitution  of 
this  country,  nothing  can  be  want¬ 
ing  beyond  the  concurrence  of 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  oh  a 
rule  of  proceeding  in  parliament  ; 
but  in  truth,  it  had  alfo  the  fandtioh 
of  all  the  fages  of  the  law.  The 
chancellor,  who  in  the  king’s  name 
opened  the  parliament  of  1 67 8*,  was 
Finch  lord  Daventry,  afterwards 
earl  of  Nottingham,  a  name  of  high 
refpeft  in  the  la'#:  nor  did  he.. ex- 
prefs  merely  the  Sentiments  of  his 
maker,  of  himfelf,  and  the  other 
minifters  of  the  crown :  he  fpolte 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  who  at  the  council  table 
had  declared,  that  “  the  impeach- 
(e  ments  being  lodged  in  parliament, 
“  no  other  profecutibn  could  be 
againk  the  lords,  till  the  projscu- 
“  tion  of  the.  commons  was  deter- 
gc  viined di're&ly  implying,  that 
the  impeachments  had  not  abated 
by  the  intervening  diffblution.  A 
‘principal  member  of  that  venerable 
body,  chief  jukice  Scroggs,  two 
years  after,  atteked  his  opinion  in 
the  krongek  manner  by  his  own 
condudl;  and  in  the  cafe  of  Fitz- 
harris,  when  feme  were  prefent  on 
the  bench  who  had  concurred  in 
the  opinion  relative  to  the  five 
lords,  the  court  not  only  did  not 


contradict  the  faft  of  the  Opinion 
then  kated  to.  them,  and  the  doc¬ 
trine  drawn  from  it,  but  virtually 
admitted  the  general  principle  by 
avoiding  the  quekion,  and  deciding 
in  that  in'kance  on  the  pleadings 
alone  that  the  impeachment,  as 
there  pleaded,  did  not  apply  with 
any  certainty  to  the  crimes  laid  in 
the  indi&ment.  The  judges  too, 
who  having  twice  refufed,  did 
at  lak  bail  lord  D’anby,  in  1683, 
after  ah  imprifonment  of  five  years, 
bound'  him  to  appear  on  the  firk 
day  of  the  next  parliament;  by 
which  proceeding  their  immediate 
fucceffbrs  underkood  them  to  have 
affirmed  his  cbmmitm'enty  and  confe- 
quently  the  validity  of  the  refolu- 
tion  of  1678,  as  indeed  lord  Danby 
himfelf  had  exprefsly  argued  in  his 
application  to  the  court. 

Such  was  the  precedent  of  i6y2» 
fo  fortified  by  authorities  of  every 
defeription.  What,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  was  the  bo'aked  precedent  of 
r6'8'5  ?  This  was  faid  to  have  been 
made  on  the  firk  day  of  the  firk  and 
only  parliament  dfjames  th'e  Second, 
in  the  moment  of  adulation  and  fer- 
vility.  If  ever  there  were  a  time 
dangerobs  to  the  liberty  of  this 
country,  that  was  afferted  to  have 
been  the  period :  a  weak  and  bi- 
gotted  prince  upon  the  throne ;  a  * 
packed  and  garbled  houfe  Of  com¬ 
mons,  almok  named  by  the  king,  in 
co'nfequCnce  of  the  violent  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  dekru’&ion  of  die  charters 
of  different  corporations ;  and  a 
people  worn  down  by  their  repeat-? 
ed  ftruggles  with  the  crown.  To 
this  it  might  be  added,  that  to  have 
proceeded  with  the  impeachment  in 
quekion,  would  have  been  impof- 


*  On  the  very  day  that  the  precedent  of  1685  bears  date,  the  howfe  of  com* 
tVions  having  offered  to  (land  by  the  king  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  againk  the 
duke  of  Argyle’s  rebellion,  they  were  told  in  anfwer,  that  “  he  could  not  expert 
“  leis  from  a  heufe  of  commons  fo  compofed  as  (Gcd  be  thanked)  they  were.!’ 
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fible,  as  the  principal  witneffes  had 
been  convidted  of  perjury.  Yet,  at 
fuch  a  time,  and  under  fuch  circum- 
llances,  was  the  houfe  of  lords 
afhamed  to  declare  the  refolution 
of  1678  to  be  contrary  to  law ;  for, 
on  the  very  day  when  the  infamous 
Jefferies  took  his  feat  as  a  peer,  it 
was  reverfed  without  putting  any 
declaration  in  its  place,  without  en¬ 
quiry,  without  examination,  with¬ 
out  the  knowledge  of  the  commons ,  and 
without  daring  to  look  in  the  face 
the  very  refolution  about  to  be  re¬ 
verfed  ;  the  proteft  exprefsly  fating, 
that  it  was  not  e~oen  allowed  to  be 
read,  although  repeatedly  called  for. 
Could  fuch  a  precedent,  it  was  afk- 
ed,  be  feriouily  brought  forward  as 
fufhcient  to  overturn  eftabliflied 
law,  deftroy  every  conftitutional 
principle,  and  trample  upon  the 
privileges  of  the  commons  ? 

How  did  the  commons,  when  the 
kingdom  began  again  to  enjoy  free 
parliaments,  treat  this  precedent  ? 
With  total  difrcgard.  Lord  Danby 
was  one  of  the  peers  difcharged 
under  it.  On  the  revolution  lie  was 
appointed  prefident  of  the  council, 
and  foon  after  created  marquis  of 
Carmarthen.  In  the  year  1690  how¬ 
ever,  becoming  once  more  obnox¬ 
ious  to  the  commons,  in  a  grand 
committee  on  the  fate  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  remove  him  from  the  king’s 
councils,  and  menaces  of  reluming 
the  former  impeachment  thrown  out 
againft  him*.  “  You  may  demand 
judgment  againfl  him ,”  faid  Sir 
John  Guile,  “  he  has  nothing  to  plead 
“  but  the  pardon  and  though  the 
lord  prefident  had  many  to  defend 
him,  fomewho  represented  the  hard- 
iliip  of  reviving  an  old  impeach¬ 


ment,  and  others  who  urged  his  me¬ 
ritorious  Share  in  the  revolution,  and- 
his  diligence  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country  ;  yet  no  man  ventured  to 
objeft  his  difcharge,  under  the  pre¬ 
cedent  of  1685,  as  a  bar  to  any  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  the  impeachment.  Why 
then  fhould  the  commons  of  this  day 
look  with  reverence  to  a  precedent,* 
paffed  over  with  filent  difdain  by 
their  anceitors,  and  abandoned  even, 
by  thofe  in  whole  favour  it  was 
made  ?  1 

As  to  the  fuppofed  precedent  of 
1690,  in  the  releafe  of  the  lords  Pe¬ 
terborough  and  Salisbury,  it  was 
afferted  that  it  did  not  apply  to  the 
queftion  ;  or  if  at  all,  that  it  applied 
the  other  way.  One  thing  it  proved 
beyonddifpute,  that  the  houfe  of  lords 
(and  indeed  the  courts  of  common- 
law)  feemed  to  pay  no  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  the  commons  to  the  pre¬ 
cedent  cf  1685.  A  new  parliament 
met  on  the  20th  of  March  1689, 
and  continued  fitting  nearly  four 
months,  yet  all  this  while  the  two 
lorcff  remained  clofe  prifoners  in 
the  tower,  under  the  impeachment ; 
and  neither  they,  nor  any  lord  oil 
their  behalf,  (and  they  afterwards 
appeared  to  have  many  friends  in* 
the  houfe)  once  dreamed  of  claiming 
the  benefit  of  that  which  is  now 
maintained  to  have  been  an  exifting 
rule  of  law,  binding  in  its  authority, 
and  entitling  them  to  their  imme- 

O 

elate  discharge.  They  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  petition  that  they  might 
even  be  bailed  ;  but,  during  one  of 
the  prorogations  which  enflied,  lord 
Salisbury  had  recourfe  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  the  king’s  bench.  The  court 
however  remanded  him  to  the  tower, 
grounding  themlelves  principally 
on  the  tiial  of  lord  Stafford,  as  a 


■  *\  Gray’s  Debates,  vol.  x.  p.  144. 
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<cafe  of  clear  and  found  law  ;  as  well 
us  on  the  condition  of  the  bail-bond 
taken  from  lord  Danby,  as  involving 
an  affirmance  of  the  fame  principle. 
When  parliament  re-aftembled  for 
the  difpatch  of  bufmefs,  the  two 
lords  did  petition  the  houfe.  And 
what  faid  their  petitions  ?  Did  they 
rely  on  the  precedent  of  1685?  Did 
they  raife  a  queftion  of  law  on  the 
abatement  of  impeachments  by  a 
•diffolutian  f  No  fuch  thing.  Lord 
Saliibury  did  not  even  glance  at  it. 
He  made  the  length  ofhis  imprifon- 
rnent,  and  the  aft  of  pardon  that 
had  palled  in  the  former  feffion, 
the  foie  grounds  of  his  application. 
Lord  Peterborough,  it  is  true,  did 
mention  it ;  but  how  ?  Incidentally, 
and  mingled  up  with  other  topics, 
addrefied  to  commiferation, — “  that 
“  he  had  been  kept  a  prisoner  in 
“  the  tower  almoit  two  years,  not- 
“  with  Handing  a  dijjolation ,  and  Jc- 
“  <veral  prorogations ,  as  abfo  an  a -51 
<e  °f  general  pardon Thefe  peti¬ 
tions  were  delivered  and  read  on 
the  fecond  of  Odober  1690,  yet  the 
two  lords  were  not  fmallv  difeharged 

*  D 

till  the  thirtieth  of  the  lame  month  : 
on  that  day  the  order  hood  for 
receiving  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  fearch  for  pre¬ 
cedents  refpedting  the  continuance 
of  impeachments.  This  report,  it 
was  oblcrved,  is  meagre,  imperfect, 
confufed,  in  lome  paffages  demon- 
ftrably  erroneous,  and  contains  not 
even  the  fuggeftion  of  an  opinion 
on  the  true  rule  of  law.  Jt  was 
read,  and  many  things  moved,  which 
do  not  appear  on  the  journals ;  till 
at  la  ft  a  queftion  was  put  and  car¬ 
ried,  rcfolving  that  “  the  two  lords 
halt  be  no xv  difeharped-.”  Now 

*  O 

this,  it  had  been  contended,  mull 
have  been  done  in  confequence  of 
the  abatement  of  their  impeach¬ 


ments  from  the  operation  of  the 
diftolution.  On  the  contrary  it  was 
anfwered,  that  the  only  ground  of 
the  vote  was  the  general  pardon,. 
To  omit,  the  inferences  refulting 
from  tiie  whole  courfe  of  antece¬ 
dent  tranfa6lions,  the  proteft,  it  was 
remarked,  could  not  be  read  with¬ 
out  a  full  con  viftion  of  the  aftertion. 
The  reafons  of  diftent  affigned  were , 
that  tlie  queftion  moved  had  no  re¬ 
lation  to  the  real  debate  before  the 
houfe,  and  was  urged  hipon  them, 
not  for  the  fake  only  of  the  two  lords 
mentioned  ; — that  they  fbould  have 
examined  the  effects  of  a  pardon, 
where  an  impeachment  was  con¬ 
cerned,  as  weil  as  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  an  a£t  of  grace,  and  an  a 61  of 
indemnity  and  that  they  ought  in 
juftice  firft  tor  have  heard  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  were  parties. 
What  then  was  the  real  debate  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  ?  It  was  to  receive 
the  report  of  precedents,  and  to 
afeertain.  the  law,  and  uftige  of 
parliament  on  that  fun)  e  61 :  and  that 
is  the  very  thing  which  is  now  con¬ 
tended  to  have  been  done,  but  it  is 
alfo  the  very  thing  which  the  pro- 
tefting  lords  complain  was  not  done. 
They  complain  that  another  queftion 
was  urged  upon  them,  and  they 
add,  “  not  for  the  fake  only  of  the 
“  two  lords  mentioned.”  At  whom 
do  they  glance  ?  At  the  marquis  oJt 
Carmarthen,  whom  Sir  John  Guife, 
and  other  members  of  the  lower 
houfe,  had  recently  threatened  with 
his  old  impeachment.  His  profe- 
cution  had  killed  to  the  fourth  par¬ 
liament,  without  any  objedlion  on 
his  part  to  the  principle  of  conti¬ 
nuance.  That  point  therefore  he 
could  not  now  with  any  grace  ad¬ 
vance  ;  but  at  the  moment  when 
the  la  ft  parliament  of  Charles  the 
I  Id.  was  fuddenly  diffolved,  he  was 
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at  iffiie  with  the  commons  as  to  the 
effedt  of  a  pardon  which  he  had  long 
before  pleaded  in  bar  of  their  im¬ 
peachment.  Neither  could  any 
thing  be  imagined  more  ridiculous 
than  the  remaining  reafons,  if  the 
lords  had  been  difeharged,  becaufe 
the  impeachment  had  previoufly  a- 
bated.  To  have  amufed  tfiemfelves 
with'  defining  adts  of  grace,  and  adts 
of  indemnity,  would  have  been  idle, 
had  the  debate  been  wholly  taken 
on  a  difiindl  and  feparate  ground:  to 
have  examined  into  the  effect  of  a 
pardon  on  an  impeachment  would 
have  been  kill  more  abfurd,  had  the 
decifion  fuppofed  that  the  impeach¬ 
ment  had  ceafed  to  ex  id  nine  months 
before  ;  and  to  have  heard  the  com¬ 
mons  as  parties  would  have  been 
impofiible,  fmee  there  can  be  no 
parties  where  there  is  no  caufe. 

The  cafe  of  Sir  Acfiim  Blair 
and  others,  was  dated  to  be  as 
little  to  the  purpofe  as  the  for¬ 
mer  c'-fe,  with  which  if  was  co¬ 
temporary.  No  attempts  were  made 
by  the  commons  to  go  on  with  the 
profecution  in  the  new  parliament, 
and  yet  the  lords  held  the  parties 
accufed  to  bail  for  nearly  eight 
months,  which  was  wholly  incon- 
iident  with  the  notion  of  an  abate¬ 
ment.  But  in  one  point  of  view 
this  cafe  was  important,  as  con- 
ne&ed  with  the  former  cafe.  Sir 
Adam  Blair,  and  the  perfons  im¬ 
peached  with  him,  did  not  apply  to 
be  freed  from  the  obligation  of  their 
recognizances,  till  more  than  a  month 
after  the  two  earls  had  been  com¬ 
pletely  fet  at  liberty.  Nor  did  their 
petitions  (when  they  did  come)  in 
any  manner  allude  to  that  event,  or 
to  the  operation  of  the  previous  dif- 
folution ;  captain  Mole  reprefented 
that  he  was  a  foreigner,  and  una¬ 
ble  to  fuofiil  under  fuch  redraintj 


and  the  red  contented  themfelve§ 
with  humbly  {hewing,  how  long 
they  had  been  in  attendance  on  the 
orders  of  the  houfe.  S  uch  conduct, 
and  fuch  language,  were  utterly  ir¬ 
reconcilable  with  thq  interpreta¬ 
tion  no\y  put  on  the  difeharge  of 
lord  Peterborough  and  lord  Sa¬ 
il  fbury. 

The  next  precedent  of  1701 
was  aliened  to  be  dill  more  unfor¬ 
tunate  than  the  two  former.  It  was 
the  cafe  of  the  duke  of  Leeds. 
This  nobleman,  it  was  remarked, 
feems  to  have  been  born  for  the 
purpofe  of  illudrating  and  exempli¬ 
fying,  in  his  political  life,  all  the 
do&rines  of  impeaphment.  In  his 
perfon,  when  he  was  lord  Danby, 
all  the  great  quedions  of  1673  were 
difeuffed;  he  was  one  of  the  lords 
difeharged  under  the  refolution  of 
1685;  for  his  fake,  when  he  was 
marquis  of  Carmarthen,  the  pre¬ 
cedent  of  1^90  was  underdood  tq 
have  been  made;  and  in  1695  he 
was  again  impeached,  as  duke  of 
Leeds.  He  piit  in  his  anfwer  with¬ 
out  delay;  but  the  commons  nop 
proceeding,  when  the  feflion  was 
drawing  to  a  clofe  the  lords  fent 
down  a  meflage  with  an  intimation 
to  that  purport,  and  an  oiter  tq  ap¬ 
points  day  for  the  trial.  That  very 
parliament,  after  fitting  between  five 
and  fix  years,  had  lately  pafied  the  tri¬ 
ennial  bill ;  and  under  thefe  circum- 
dances  it  was  obvious  that  a  proro¬ 
gation  and  difiolution  would  be  onq 
and  the  fame.  The  commons  an¬ 
fwer  ed,  that  they  could  not  proceed 
for  warit  of  their  principal  witnefs, 
who  had  withdrawn  himfelf ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  communication 
the  lords,  on  the  lad  day  of  the 
fedion  (the  lad  day  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  they  mud  have  been  con- 
feious)  addreffed  the  king  to  iffue  a 
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proclamation  fof  fhutting  up  all  the 
ports.  Now  to  what  did — to  what 
could,  that  addrefs  point,  but  to  the 
produ&ion  of  that  witnefs  in  the 
next  parliament  ?  The  witnefs  how¬ 
ever  was  not  founds  and  the  im¬ 
peachment  remained  in  that  ftat;e 
for  five  years,  and  through  federal 
fucceJJtHoe  parliaments.  At  length  in 
1701  the  houfe  of  lords  took  up  the 
cafe,  but  by  no  means  declared  that 
the  impeachment  had  been  long  at 
an  endT  On  the  contrary  they  dif- 
charged  it,  not  as  a  thing  paft,  not 
as  that  which  might  not  have  been 
carried  into  effect  up  to  the  exilling 
moment  of  time,  but  as  that  which 
was  to  have  no  operation  in  future : 
<c  the  commons  not  profecuting  fays 
the  order,  “  the  impeachment  and  ar- 
fC  ticks  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
“  difmiffedf—r an  irrefragable  proof 
that  the  impeachment  in  queftion 
abated  by  the  voluntary  adt  of  the 
commons,  and  not  by  the  operation 
of  a  diffolution. 

With  refpect  to  the  laft  prece¬ 
dent  of  1717,  in  the  cafe  of  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  it  was  afierted  that  the 
reafoning  upon  the  proteft,  which 
had  been  figned  upon  that  occafion, 
was  extremely  fallacious.  Inftead 
of  arguing  from  thence  that  the 
dodlrine  of  an  abatement  by  a  dif¬ 
folution  was  acceded  to  by  botfi 
fides  of  the  houfe,  all  that  fairly 
could  be  deduced  from  it  was  this, 
viz.  that  both  fides  of  the  houfe 
coincided  in  the  opinion  that  difib  - 
lution  and  prorogation  were  the 
Tame  thing.  If  therefore  the  houfe 
decided,  that  prorogation  did  not 
put  an  end  to  an  impeachment,  the 
obvious  conclulion  would  be,  that 
they  conceived  diflolution  to  be 
equally  ineffeftual. 

Two  other  authorities,  one  of  a 
jnore  antieijt  and  the  other  of  a  more 


modern  date,  feem  to  deferve  par¬ 
ticular  notice,  as  much  reliance  was 
placed  upon  them  by  the  two  great 
political  antagonifts,  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Fox,  who  on  this  occafion 
united  in  defence  of  the  conftitutibn. 
The  example  which,  in  the  early 
pages  of  ourhiftory,  moft  forciblv 
fir uck  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pitt,  was 
the  cafe  of  theduke  of  Suffolk,  prime 
minifier  and  favourite  of  Henry  YI. 
Fie  was  impeached  in  1^50  for  high 
treafon,  and  on  a  fublequent  day 
for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours; 
both  which  lets  of  articles  the  com¬ 
mons  prayed  to  be  recorded  and 
proceeded  upon  “  during  the  fame 
“  parliament ,  as  the  matters  and  caufes 
“  required.”  But  wherefore  did  they 
make  this  exprefs  prayer,  and  why 
did  they  think  it  neceTiary  to  -fupport 
it  with  a  motive  drawn  from  the 
fpecial  nature  of  the  cafe,  if  it  was 
the  ordinary,  legal,  and  only  courfe 
of  proceeding  ?  They  certainly  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  lords  might,  and 
probably  feared  that  they  would, 
give  a  day  in  a  future  parliament; 
and  they  wilhed  at  leafi  to  fecure  the 
anfwer  of  the  impeached  minifier  on 
record;  well  aware  that  he  mufi  ad^ 
mit  nearly  all  the  fadls  charged 
upon  him,  and  juftify  himfelf,  as  he 
attempted  to  do,  on  the  concurrence 
of  fome  of  his  colleagues,  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  privy  council,  or  the  po- 
fitive  authority  of  the  king.  What 
the  ifiue  was  in  that  parliament,  is 
well  known.  The  king,  who  on  the 
firft  prefentment  of  the  articles  to 
the  lords  had  in  vain  ordered  the 
confideration  of  them  to  be  refpited 
till  he  was  otherwife  advifed,  at  laft, 
when  the  duke  had  been  brought  to 
his  anfwer,  endeavoured  to  compro- 
mife  with  the  ftern  juftice  of  par¬ 
liament  for  the  life  of  his  favourite, 
and  pafled  upon  him  an  arbitrary  and 
[fl]4  anomalous 
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anomalous  ;  fentence  of  baniihment 
for  five  years ;  againil  which  the 
lords  folemnly  proteffed.  When  the 
next  parliament  met,  the  commons  , 
relumed  the  bufinefs;  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  as  he 
was  going  into  banishment,  having 
been  violently  put  to  death,  they 
could  not  demand  judgment  a  gain'll 
him  in  a  judicial  courfe.  They  did 
therefore,  what  was  ufual  in  Similar 
cafes,  they  brought  in  a  bill  of  at¬ 
tainder  and  forfeiture,  but  not  in  the 
ufual  manner.  They  did  not  in  the 
preamble  ground  themfelves  fub- 
ftantively  on  his  crimes,  but  dire&ly 
on  the  impeachments,  and  the  infuf- 
ffciency  of  his  anfvvers,  annexing  the 
' pro cefs  as  their  proof ;  and  becauie 
<c  judgment  was  not  then  had,  as 

juftice  according  to  his  merits 
“  required,”  they  go  on,  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
bill  of  attainder  of  the  fame  period, 
to  ordain  that  by  the  authority  of 
the  prefen t  parliament  he  may  be 
*c  adjudged ”  a  traitor.  The  lords 
concurred  with  the  commons;  the 
bill  was  actually  enrolled,  but,  in  a 
form  not  common,  the  royal  nega¬ 
tive  appears  to  have  been  afterwards 
er.dorfed  upon  it.  This  formidable 
impeachment,  however,  fo  alarmed 
the  advifers  of  the  court,  who  were 
the  friends  and  connections  of  the 
deCeafed  rniniffer;  and  the  king’s  pre¬ 
rogative,  which  had  been  irregu- 

O  <J 

larly  exerted  throughout  the  quef- 
tion  with  the  commons,  was  fo  far 
inYnlicated  ;  that  to  get  rid  of  the 
fubjeCl  altogether  a  lingular  expedi¬ 
ent  was  employed  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  '  en fuing  parliament; 
when,  from  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
dukeof  Y ork  inhisinarch  to  London, 
the  elections  had  gone  wholly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of 'the  court.  A  pretence  was 
taken  from  the  Keiuiih  rebellion. 


which  had  been  fuppreffed  fome 
months  before  the  holding  of  the  laff 
parliament. .  But  now  a  bill  was  pal¬ 
led  for  the  attainder  of  Cade,  which 
was  perfectly  unneceffary,  as  he  had 
been  already  attainted  by  an  a£t  Hill 
on  the  ftatute-rol!  ;  all  the  indict¬ 
ments,  with  their  dependencies, which 
had  been  brought  before  his  commiff 
ffoners  by  his  authority,  and  all  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  blood  in  conlequence,vvere 
fet  a  fide, — as  they  would  have  other- 
wife  been  by  operation  of  law ;  th? 
fame  remedy  was  provided  againft  li- 
milar  adts  in  all  cafes  of  future  rebel¬ 
lion  and  in  fur  re&ion,  which  the  very 
cafes  themfelves  would  equally  well 
have  provided :  and  laffly  (in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  concluding  part  of 
the  recital,  that  untrue  articles  and 
petitions  had  been  forged  by  Cade) 
all  petitions  againil  the  king’s  in¬ 
tent,  and  not  agreed  by  him,  wer<p 
ordered  to  be  put  in  oblivion,  quajhed, 
avoided,  and  annulled  for  ever.  This 
is  the  only  real  enadffment  in  thp 
bill ;  and  whatever  collateral  object 
it  might  have  in  view,  is  diredlly  le¬ 
velled  at  the  propofed  bill  for  the  at¬ 
tainder  of  the  duke  ofSuff'olk:  fines 
that  is  the  only  petition  on  record 
of  the  laff  parliament,  which  had  any 
refejence  to  articles,  or  which  re¬ 
ceived  an  unqualified  and  ab folate 
negative  from  the  king.  The  au¬ 
thors  of  this  extraordinary  meafure 
could  not  have  cpnfidered  what  they 
were  thus  anxious  to  deffroy  as  a  mere 
bill  of  attainder,  which,  like  every 
other  Iegiffative  meafure  not  agreed, 
muff  have  expired  with  the  lefiion  ; 
and  it  is  imrofiible  to  look  through 
all  the  circumftanoes  of  this  cpntell, 
and  not  be  convinced  that  none  of 
the  parties  concerned  in  it  enter¬ 
tained  a  thought  of  an  impeach¬ 
ment  abating  by  a  diffblution  of  par¬ 
liament, 
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The  argument  of  Mr.  Fox,  to 
which  allufion  has  been  made,  was 
founded  on  a  fact  in  the  hi  dory  of 
parliament,  connected  with  the  fu)o- 
je£t  of  the  prefent  impeachment. 
This  was  the  explanation  originally 
given  to  that  houfe,  of  a  claufe  in 
the  India  Bill  of  1773;  the  very 
bill,  by  which  Mr.  Hadin gs  was 
firlt  appointed  governor  general  of 
Bengal.  Among  other  regulations 
of  this  law,  are  introduced  feveral 
provifions  for  facilitating  proceed¬ 
ings  in  parliament  again (l  the  de¬ 
linquents  of  the  Eaft;  power  is 
given  to  the  chancellor  or  fpeaker 
of  either  houfe  of  parliament,  to 
ailue  warrants  for  taking  evidence 
abroad;  and  in  all  fuch  cafes  it  is 
enafled,  by  the  forty-third  fecl’ion, 
that  no  proceedings  in  parliament 
ihall  be  difeontinued  by  any  proro¬ 
gation  or  dilTolution.  Impeach¬ 
ments  here  are  undoubtedly  in¬ 
cluded.  But  what  was  the  induce¬ 
ment  to  this  ena&ment  ?  How  is  it 
fet  forth  in  the  fhort  preamble  to 
it  ?  Is  it  becaufe  impeachments  are 
difeontinued  by  a  prorogation  or 
diffolution  ?  No;  but  becaufe  fuch 
is  the  lavy  and  cuftom  of  parliament 
with  regard  to  “  proceedings  by  bill” 
The  claufe  was  fo  worded  by  the 
wife  jealoufy  of  the  late  Mr.  Dyfon, 
who,  bred  under  fpeaker  Onflow, 
became  eminent  for  the  knowledge 
which  diftinguifhed  his  great  maf- 
ter.  He  feared,  as  he  informed  the 
houfe,  left  in  after-times  the  enact¬ 
ment,  if  it  'were  not  fo  guarded, 
might  be  conftrued  to  have  given 
fome  new  right  to  the  commons  in 
one  partial  clafs  of  impeachments, 
and  thus  prejudice  and  endanger, 
in  its  general  exercife,  the  great 
conftitutional  privilege  of  that 
houfe;  which  otherwile,  as  to  the 
jdodtrine  of  continuances,  he  be- 
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lieved  too  firmly  eftablifhed  on  prin¬ 
ciple  and  pra&ice  ever  to  be  fhaken. 
Thus  the  whole  legiflature,  by  the 
ad  which  conferred  on  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  his  high  office,  gave  him  no¬ 
tice,  that  an  enquiry  into  his  con- 
dud,  if  lie  fnould  be  charged  with 
having  abufed  the  power  entrufted 
to  him,  might  laft  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  of  one  parliament ;  and  the 
commons,  at  a  time  when  no  paffion 
can  in  any  degree  have  warped 
their  judgments,  declared  profpec- 
tively  their  calm  and  deliberate  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  right  fo  to  continue 
their  profecutions  againft  all  ftate 
criminals  ; — an  opinion  which  in 
fome  raeafure  received  the  fandion 
of  the  other  eftates  of  the  realm, 
by  the  final  palling  of  the  a<^  fo 
worded,  and  fo  explained.  The 
fnanagers  were  not  ignorant  of  this 
claufe.  They  even  confuked  upon 
it,  previous  to  the  diffolution,  whe¬ 
ther  they  iliould  not  apply  for  the 
fpeaker’s  warrant  to  India:  but  on 
mature  confideration  they  refolved 
to  reft  the  whole  queftion  on  the 
bafe  where  their  anceftcrs  had 
placed  it ; — “  the  ancient  '‘courfe 
and  ‘methods  of  parliament.57 

Such  were  the  outlines  of  fome 
of  the  leading  arguments  brought 
forward  on  this  occafion,  in  a  de¬ 
bate  which  laffed,  by  adjournments, 
for  three  days.  Mr.  Erfkine,  Mr. 
Hardinge,  and  Sir  John  Scott, 
with  feveral  other  gentlemen,  prin¬ 
cipally  lawyers,  argued  for  'the 
abatement.  On  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion,  the  lead  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Anftruther,  Mr.  Adam,  and 
Mr.  Addington  the  fpeaker,  who 
difplayed  much  learning  in  the 
more  early  records  of  parliament  — 
On  a  divifion  upoh  Mr.  Erfkine’s 
motion.  That  Sir  Peter  Burrell  do 

leave 


58]  ANNUAL  RE 

Jeave  the  chair,  the  numbers  were 
ayes  30,  noes  j 43.— Majority  113. 

'  Mr.  Bearcroft,  though  he  did 
■  not  (peak,  is  yet  faid  to  have  voted 
.on  this  occafion  with  the  majority; 
as  did  alfo  Sir  William  Scott,  and 
feveral  other  profeffional  gentlemen. 
Mr. Burke’s  original  motion  was  then 
put  and  carried  without  adivilion. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  Mr- 
Burke  made  a  motion  for  limiting 
'  the  impeachment  to  a  Bugle  charge 
more.— -But  this  fubjeft  we  mud  for 
the  preient  podpone,  in  order  to 
purfue  the  great  queftion  of  the  jpon- 
llitution  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  is 
enough  here  to  remark,  that  Mr. 
Burke’s  new  motion  was  carried,  as 
wellasfome  other  motions  ofcourfe, 
neceflarily  preparatory  to  the  actual 
refumption  of  the  trial. 

When  the  commons  were  ready, 
a  meiiage  was  fent  to  the  lords, 
who  in  confluence  appointed  a 
committee  to  fearch  for  prece¬ 
dents.  They  fpent  a  conljderable 
time  in  preparing  their  report, 
which  however,  having  been  at 
length  made,  lord  Portcheder,  on 
the  1 6th  of  May,  moved,  “  That 
a  mefTage  be  fent  to  the  com¬ 
mons,  to  inform  them,  that  the 
lords  were  ready  to  proceed  on  the 
trial  of  Warren  Hadings,  efq.” 
Another  motion,  under  the  form,  of 
an  amendment,  was  made  by  the 
earl  of  Radnor,  propofmg  to  leave 
put  all  the  words  in  the  original 
motion  after  the  word  that ,  and 
infert  the  following  in  their  place  : 
f*  it  be  referred  to  the  twelve  judges 
as  a  queilion,  to  examine  the  bond 
of  recognizance  entered  into  by 
the  fureties  of  Warren  Hadings, 
efq;  and  to  report  to  the  houfe,  on 
Wednefday  next,  their  opinions  on 
the  fame.”  In  the  debate  which 
Xucceeded,  a  line  of  argument  was 
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purfued  nearly  fimilar  to  that  which 
had  been  adopted  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  lord  chancellor, 
lord  Kenyon,  and  marquis  of  X,anf- 
downe,  with  other  lords,  contended 
for  the  abatement;  lord  Lough¬ 
borough,  the  earl  of  Guildford,  and 
lord  Grenville,  were  the  principal 
fpeakers  againd  it.  The  fpeech  of 
lord  Loughborough,  in  anfwer  to 
the  chancellor’s,  was  particularly 
elegant  and  impredive.  An  union 
of  opinion,  no  lefs  driking  than  that 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  took  place  on 
this  occafion  in  the  upper  houfe,  be¬ 
tween  two  great  profeilional  and 
political  rivals?  earl  Camden  and 
earl  Mansfield :  both  of  whom  au¬ 
thorized  lord  Loughborough  to  de¬ 
clare  their  fentiments,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  conformable  to  the  law  of 
parliament,  ^nd  confident  with  pre¬ 
cedent.  Lord  Camden,  who  had 
been  prefent  during  the  early  part 
of  the  debate,  left  as  the  ground  of 
his  opinion  a  written  reference  to 
the  authority  of  Selden,  (who  had 
been  a  manager  againd  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  miniller  of  Charles 
the  Id)  that  a  new  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  might  proceed,  if  they  clipfe 
it,  on  an  impeachment  brought  up 
in  a  former  parliament. 

The  collection  of  precedents 
printed  by  the  houfe  is  very  vo¬ 
luminous,  and  highly  valuable.  The 
whole  is  arranged  into  three  claffes 
— impeachments ; —  criminal  cafes 
at  the  fuit  of  individuals  or  of  the 
crown; — and  fuch  civil  cafes  as 
feemed  to  throw  light  on  the  matter 
referred  to  the  committee.  All 
the  forms  of  bail  in  criminal  cafes, 
which  appear  on  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  are  alfo  added,  as  well  as  a 
copious  table  of  references  to  the 
cafes  in  the  law  books  in  any- 

wife 
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,wife  illuftratjve  of  the  fubjeft.  The 
report  itfelf  occupies  more  than 
an  hundred  pages,  and  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  large  appendix  to  each 
jof  the  three  claffes  of  precedents. 
Lord  chancellor  Thurlow,  it  is  true, 
complained  that  t£ie  precedents  of 
writs  of  error  are  defective ;  and 
perhaps  in  all  the  clafies  feveral 
bmiffion-s,  of  more  or  lefs  impor¬ 
tance,  may  be  difcovered ;  hill  the 
compilation,  fuch  as  it  is,  does 
much  honour  to  the  diligence  and 
ability  employed  in  the  talk,  ana 
is  altogether  the  purell  and  moil: 
abundant  fource  from  which  the 
lawyer,  the  antiquary,  and  the 


hiftorian,  may  derive  information  of 
every  kind,  conne&ed  with  the  ju¬ 
dicature  of  the  peers  in  parliament. 
There  is,  beiides,  one  table  more, 
which  may  prove  of  Hill  more  ex- 
tenfive  utility  to  the  hiilorian.  This 
is  a  table  of  the  dates  of  the  writs, 
the  commencement,  adjournments, 
prorogations,  and  d  idol  Lit  ion  of 
every  parliament  of  which  any  mo¬ 
numents  remain  on  the  rolls  or  the 
journals,  down  to  the  fecond  year 
of  William  the  II]  dj  particulars,  in 
all  which  our  bell  hiflorians,  (not 
excepting  that,  which  profeffes  tc> 
be  a  parliamentary  hiftory  of  Eng- 
land)  are  too  frequently  erroneous. 


CHAP.  III. 


Refumed  account  pf  Mr.  Burke'' s  motion  for  the  limitation  of  the  impeachment* 
Caufes  ajjigned  by  him  for  the  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  the  trial.  Various  ad-, 
verfe  motions  made ,  and  negati  ved.  Original  motion  carried  without  a  divi- 
fion.  Progrefs  of  the  trial.  Mr.  Love  den s  motion  for  the  continuation  of 
the  fejjion  until  the  impeachment  jhould  be  concluded.  Mr.  Hajlings's  fpcech  at 
the  clofe  of  the  trial  of  the  year.  O.bfervations  on  the  great  quejlion  decided 
this  fefjion ,  ‘  That  impeachments  do  not  abate  by  a  diffolution  of  parliament.9 
JDangerous  tendency  of  the  opinions,  that  this  deeifion  was  according  to  the. 
principles  of  the  conjlitution,  but  contrary  to  the  prattice  of  parliament.  Di - 
greffion  to  the,  hiflory  of  the  frfl  impeachments  on  record  in  the  “  Good  Parlia¬ 
ment ”  of  Edward  the  Third.  Our  beji  7nodern  hijlorians  deficient  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  interejling  period.  State  of  political  parties  in  that  parliament. 
Condition  of  the  kingdom  under  the'  duke  of  Lancajler's  adminif  ration. 
Preparatory  jieps  and  adlual  unpeachments  of  the  duke' s  party.  Return  of 
that  party  to  power,  after  the  dfjolution  of  parliament.  Their  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings  againjl  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare  and  their  other  political  opponents.  New 
parliament  under  the  diredi  infuence  of  the  duke  of  Lancajler.  Proceedings 
'of  that  parliament  relative  to  the  unpeachments.  Authority  of  Selden. 
Nature  of  the  proof  anciently  admitted ’,  fhewn  f  rom  the  P afl on  papers.  Ar¬ 
gument  drawn  from  it.  Accejfon  of  Richard  the  Second. — Conclufion  of  this 
important  fubjedi. 


HAVING  condu&ed  the  narra¬ 
tive  to  the  final  deeifion,  that 
in  all  probability  fettled  for  ever  the 
right  of  the  commons  to  continue 
their  impeachments  as  well  after  a 
diffolution  as  aft^r  a  prorogation. 


we  may  now  revert  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Burke,  which  was  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  lad  chapter,  for  the  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
prefent  impeachment. 

Mr.  Burke  prefaced  what  he  had 

to 


fro]  A  N  N  U  A  L  R  E 

to  fabmit  to  the  houfe,  by  forne 
pertinent  remarks  on  the  many  im¬ 
proper  attempts  which  had  lately 
been  made  to  excite  commifera- 
tion  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Haftings,  who 
had  been  reprefented  as  kept  unne- 
cefi'ariiy  under  the  rod  of  profecu- 
tion  for  an  unufual  length  of  time. 
He  then  proceeded  to  prove  that 
no  premeditated  delay  could  be  im¬ 
putable  to  the  managers.  Three 
*  years,  he  obferved,  had  indeed 
elaofed  fmce  the  commencement  of 

-i 

the  trial ;  but  of  thofe  three  years, 
the  proceedings  upon  the  trial  had 
only  occupied  fixty-feven  days,  at 
the  average  of  about  four  hours  in 
each  day ;  during  which  period, 
fifty  criminal  allegations  had  been 
proved.  It  had  been  lamented  that 
in  fuch  a  fpace  of  time  the  mana¬ 
gers  had  only  gone  through  (what 
were  called)  four  articles.  But  it 
fhould  be  remembered,  that  the 
crimes  of  the  culprit,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  number,  had  been 
divided  not  as  ufual,  into  fo  many 
fingle  and  feparate  articles,  but  ra¬ 
ther  into  fo  many  comprehenfive 
chides.  Under  each  of  thofe  dalles 
(in  form  indeed  called  articles)  were 
included  a  number  of  charo-es,  alone 
fufheient  to  have  cc-nilituted  a  dif- 
tindt  impeachment;  and  perhaps, 
he  remarked,  in  the  whole  body  of 
charges,  taken  coilediively,  as  much 
criminal  matter  was  included,  as 
had  occurred  in  all  the  impeachments 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Enyliih  hif- 

,  o 

tory.  •  The  preliminary  difeuffion 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  had  oc¬ 
cupied  nearly  as  many  days,,  and 
many  more  fitting  hours,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  than  the  trial  in  Weftmin- 
flcr-hall. 

Among  the  obftrudHons  with 
which  the  managers  had  contended, 
he  enumerated  the  prevalence  of 
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Indian  .interell.  This  pernicious 
influence,  he  obferved,  had  found 
its  way  into  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  exerted  itfelf  incerfantly 
to  work  upon  the  public  mind,  not 
only  by  the  weight  of  its  own  au¬ 
thority,  but  by  every  little  art  of 
lophiltical  miheprefentation. 

But  of  all  the  obllacles  which  had 
impeded  the  progrefs  of  the  ma¬ 
nagers,  none  had  been  mere  per¬ 
plexing,  or  more  predudlive  of 
delay,  than  thofe  that  arofe  from 
the  limitations  upon  the  fubjccl  of 
evidence  impofed  upon  them  by 
the  high  court  before  which  they 
pleaded,  in  compliance  with  the 
perpetual  objed'tions  of  the  prifon- 
er’s  counfel.  Mr.  Burke  contended, 
from  incontrovertible  authorities, 
and  from  the  uniform  pradtice  of 
their  anceflors,  that  the  tribunal  of 
the  upper  houfe  ought  not  to  be 
regulated  by  the  forms  of  the  civil 
or  the  common  law,  or  by  any 
cu  lie  ins  of  inferior  courts.  That 
it  pdllelfed  a  law  and  ufage  of  its 
own,  perfedtly  diftindt,  and  of  lu- 
perior  dignity.  That  the  managers 
of  an  impeachment  had  always 
claimed,  as  a  privilege,  an  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  municiDal  law;  and 
without  confiderinp-  therafelves  as 

O 

bound  by  any  forms,  had  always 
adted  merely  from  the  fails  before 
them,  upon  the  evident  principles 
of  common  fenfe.  That  they  had 
conflantly  pleaded  in  the  plained: 
language,  and  not  in  the  technical 
terms  of  the  courts.  That,  as  the 
privilege  of  impeachment  had  been 
intended  for  the  fecurity  of  liberty 
and  law,  it  ought  not  to  be  ilraitened 
in  its  operation.  That  they  would 
betray  the  conllitution  itfelf,  ir  they 
did  not  ftrcnuoufly  argue  for  a  law 
of  parliament,  di  Hindi  from  the  law 
of  Wdlminfter-hall,  paramount  to 

it. 
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It,  and  capable  of  fuperfeding  and 
coiitrditling  it  in  every  thing  hoilile 
to  fubftantial  juftice. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  fupport  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  pofltions,  entered  into  a  long 
detail  of  authorities ;  and  proved, 
that  the  managers  had  been  moll 
unreafonably,  moll  illegally  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eflablifhed  law  of 
parliament)  and  moll  unconfdtu- 
tionally  cramped  and  fettered  in  all 
their  proceedings. 

He  concluded  by  obferving,  that 
it  was  not  his  wifi  to  give  up  the 
proof  of  a  fmgle  charge  againll  Mr, 
Haflings,  all  of  which  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  managers  were  able  to  fub- 
ilantiate,  if  the  temper  of  the  times, 
and  tjie  criminal  impatience  of  too 
many  perfcns,  would  permit  them. 
But,  as  all  mankind  mull  bend  to 
circum fiances,  in  compliance  with 
the  unhappy  difpofition  of  the  times, 
he  meant  to  propofe  a  motion  for 
the  limitation  of  the  impeachment, 
lie  then  moved  :  That  in  confi- 
cteration  of  the  length  of  time, 
which  has  already  elapfed  lince  car¬ 
rying  up  the  impeachment  now  de¬ 
pending  againll  Warren  Haflings, 
efq;  it  appears  to  this  houfe  to 
be  proper,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  iubftantial  juilicc  with  as 
little  delay  as  poflible,  to  proceed 
to  no  other  parts  of  the  laid  im¬ 
peachment  than  thofe  on  which  the 
managers  of  the  profecution  have 
already  clofed  their  evidence,  ex¬ 
cepting  any  fuch  parts  of  the  im¬ 
peachment  as  relate  to  the  con- 
t rafts,  penlions,  and  allowances.” 

Mr,  Ryder  moved,  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  that  the  latter  part  of  the 
motion,  which  contained  the  ex¬ 
ception,  fhould  be  omitted.  Mr. 
Jekyl  afterwards  propofed  a  fecond 
amendment,  viz.  “  that  after  thefe 
Words  in  the  original  motion;,  f  in 
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confderation  of  the  length  of  time 
which '  has  already  elapfed,  fmee 
carrying  the  impeachment  now  de¬ 
pending  againll  Warren  Haflings, 
efq;’  it  be  added,  ‘  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  do  refoive  to  proceed  no  far¬ 
ther  in  this  bulinefs.’” — Mr.  Sum¬ 
ner  moved  the  queflion  of  adjourn¬ 
ment. 

The  home  divided  for  the  ad¬ 
journment.  — -  ayes  26,  noes  231. 
On  Mr.  Jekyl’s  amendment— -ayes 
54,  noes  194.  On  Mr.  Ryder’s 
*  amendment,  ayes  79,  noes  161. — 
The  original  queflion  was  then  put 
and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

B elides  the  three  gentlemen  who 
made  the  feveral  motions  already 
related,  Mr.  Burke  was  oppofed  in 
different  flages  of  the  debate  by 
Major  Scott,  Mr.  Wigley,  Mr, 
Ballard,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Stanley, 
member  for-  Wocttcn  Baft  bit,  and 
one  or  two  others.-— He  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  Mr.  Luihington,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  court  of  direftors. 

Mr.  Piit  on  this  occafion  was. pe¬ 
culiarly  eloquent  and  animated. 
His  fpeech  poflelTcd  all  his  ufua! 
perfpicuity  both  of  order  and  ex- 
preflion,  with  more  than  his  ufual 
ipirit  and  cogency  of  argument. 
Pie  took  a  clear  and  comprehend ve 
view  of  the  whole  merits  of  the. 
profecution,  pointing  out  as  he  went 
along  all  the  bearipgs  of  the  charge 
now  propofed  on  the  ether  charges 
previpufly,  in  evidence  before  the 
lords.  The  jufliiicatory  plea  let  up 
by  the  party  impeached,  had  ever 
been  ftate-necefiity ;  but  this,  he  oh- 
fefved,  would  anticipate  and  repel 
that  topic  of  exculpation,  by  (hew¬ 
ing  that  in  three  or  four  inftances 
only,  of  corrupt  and  criminal  pro¬ 
fusion,  the  late  governor  general 
had  lav i Hied  all  that  lie  acquired. 
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by  violence;  extortion;  and  fraud* 
from  Benares,  Gude,  and  Bengal. 

This  only  remaining  head  of 
charge  was  opened  by  Mr.  St.  John, 
on  the  23d  of  May,  to  which  pe¬ 
riod  the  delay  already  noticed  in 
the  ho ufe  of  "lords  neceffarily  poll- 
poned  the  aftnal  continuation  of  the 
trial.  In  two  days  more  the  evi¬ 
dence  was  all  adduced,  except  to  one 
fingle  point.  On  this,  as  it  was  £ 
matter  of  account;  the  managers 
offered  to  examine  Mr.  Wright,  the 
company’s  auditor  of  Indian  ac¬ 
counts  $  but  though  he  had  often 
been  examined  on  fimilar  fubje&s  in 
the  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  the 
cournel  for  Mr.  Hailings  now  ob¬ 
jected,  and  infifted  on  the  original 
books.  The  point,  therefore,  was  re- 
fervid  t;ll  the  next  fitting  day,  when 
it -was  to  be  fupplied,  immediately 
previous  to  the  fpeech  of  the  mana¬ 
ger  who  was  to  fum  up  the  charge. 

In  this  Itate  of  the  bufinefs,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  when  the  court  broke 
up,  Mr.  Loveden  made  a  motion 
relative  to  the  impeachment,  which 
had  it  been  at  all  feafible,  would 
have  met  the  approbation’  and  fup- 
port  of  all  parties :  it  was  to  the 
following  effeCt,  “That  his  majeily 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  feflion  until  the  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  profecution  has  b’een 
clofed,  Mr.  HaHings’s  defence  heard, 
and  judgment  finally  given.”  An 
amendment  of  a  more  practicable 
tendency  was  moved  by  Mr.  Fox, 
who,  together  with  Mr.  Burke,  did 
not  fee  in  the  propo  fed  add  refs  that 
violation  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
which  formed  the  principal  objec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Dundas.  Major  Scott 
cf  courfe  took  this  occafion  to  tell 
his  cuHomary  tale  of  the  number  of 
criminal  charges  contained  in  the 
articles,  and  the  expences  of  the 


folicitor’s  fell;- — Mr.  Fox’s  amend® 
ment  was  loll  by  a  majority  of  83. 
The  original  motion1  .was  then  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  diviiion; 

When  the  court  next  affembl£d 
in  WeHmlnfler-hall,  Sir  James  S't; 
Glair  ErfJrine,  having  fummed  up 
this  branch  of  the  accufation,  thq 
managers,  faving  to  the  houfe  all 
their  undoubted  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges,  declared  their  intention  of 
felling  their  profecution  where  it 
then  Hood;  Mr.  Haftings  then 
arofe,  and  verbally  made  a  prayer 
to  the  lord's  ffniilar  in  purport  to" 
Mr.  Loveden’s  motion  in  the  houfe 
of  commons;  but  if  that  could  nOt 
be  granted,  he  requefted  one  day 
more  to  add  refs  the  court  before 
their  reparation  f&t  the  year.  In’ 
the  latter  alternative  he  was  in¬ 
dulged  ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  2d 
of  June,  read  for  tv/Cf  hours,  from  a 
written  paper,  a  general  anfwer  to 
the  obfervations  of  the  managers; 
He  fpoke  highly  of  his  own  merits/ 
and  addreffed  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  the1  language  of  Lear  to 
his  ungrateful  children : — “  I  gave 
you  all ;  and  you  have  rewarded  me 
(added  he)  b/difgrace,  accufation, 
and  a  life  of  impeachment.”  He 
profeffed  himfelf  ready  to  go  im¬ 
mediately  to  judgment ;  but  if  that 
could  not  be,  concluded  ny  defiling 
that,  not  with  Handing  what  he  had 
now  faid;,  his  counfel  next  year 
might  be  at  liberty  to  conduii  his 
defence  in  any  manner  whidh  they 
might  think  moH  expedient— It  is" 
well  knov/n  that  they  ufed  this  li¬ 
berty/  and  began  the  neXt  fefiion 
with  fpeeches  of  eight  days. 

If  there  was,  as  mull  be  admitted/ 
fume  hardfhip  off  the  individual  in 
the  How  progrefs'  of  the  trial  thi'a 
year,  the  public  on  the  other  hand 
had  no  common  intcreff  in  the 

cauffe 
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tcaufe  of  it.  The  rule  in  favour  of 
which  the  lords  determined,  and 
upon  which  both  houfes  a£led, 
touches  the  conilitution  more  nearly 
perhaps  than  any  queilion  which 
has  been  agitated  in  parliament 
during  the  prefent  century.  That 
the  decifion  was  certainly  agreeable 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  conilitution, 
nay,  that  a  contrary  event  would 
have  been  dangerous  if  not  fatal 
to  it,  feems  to  be  generally  ad¬ 
mitted  :  but  doubts  have  been  ne- 
verthelefs  entertained,  whether  in 
reality  the  greater  weight  of  pre  ¬ 
cedent  was  not  on  the  other  fide ; 
and  it  was  probably  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  fome  fuch  confli&ing  no¬ 
tions,  that  a  propofltion  was  made 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  drop 
the  prefent  impeachment,  and  then 
by  a  profpedlive  law  eftablilh  the 
principle  of  continuance  in  future. 

Thefe  opinions  may  be  fincere; 
they  may  be  propagated  with  no 
bad  defign,  fince  they  come  to  us 
•with  the  fandtion  of  grave  men, 
whofe  intentions  we  are  not  war¬ 
ranted  to  fufpedl  1  like  all  inter¬ 
mediate  opinions,  balancing  diflent 
with  approbation,  they  carry  with 
them  the  recommendation  of  a  fpe- 
cious  candour ;  and  the  apparent 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  conili- 
tution,  with  which  the  doubts  in 
this  inftance  are  accompanied,  lend 
them  an  additional  colour  of  falfe 
authority,  to  which  many  good  and 
eafy  minds,  without  enquiring,  will 
yield  an  implic.it  obedience.  In 
other  times,  it  is  pofiible  they  might 
be  innocent  of  any  very  evil  con- 
fequences,  beyond  their  immediate 
and  obvious  tendency  to  prejudice 
the  people  unfairly  againfl  the  pro- 
fee  ution  Hill  maintained  by  their 
reprefentatives,  as  having  become, 
in  its  progrefs,  whatever  it  may 
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have  been  in  its  origin,  oppreflive 
and  unjuft.  But  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that,  (hould 
fuch  conclufions  be  generally  adopt¬ 
ed,  a  more  malignant  ufe  might  be 
made  of  them  by  thofe  who  are 
perpetually  hunting  after  defe&s  in 
the  conilitution  of  their  country, 
which  they  never  praife  but  to  re-  . 
commend  fome  change  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  a  reform ;  and  who  are  in- 
defatigably  labouring  to  weaken 
and  fubvert  the  credit  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  the  deftrudlion  of  which 
alone  they  can  hope  to  make  way  for 
their  own  anarchical  projects  of  re- 
prefentative  government.  To  adver- 
faries  like  thefe,  more  dexterous  than 
fcrupulous,  it  would  certainly  afford 
fome  advantage  of  ground,  if  the 
fadl  were  allowed,  that  under  the 
law  and  ufage  of  parliament  a  dan¬ 
gerous  practice  has  overpowered  the 
principle  of  the  conilitution;  and 
the  great  privilege  of  the  commons 
has  remained  for  ages  imperfedl 
and  palfied  in  one  of  its  mod  ef- 
fential  parts,  except  during  one 
fhort  interval  of  violence  and 
blood. 

It  was  to  meet  all  perverfions  on 
this  head,  that  the  fummary  of  the 
arguments  which  ultimately  pre¬ 
vailed  in  thefe  debates  (more  efpe- 
cially  fuch  as  were  drawn  from  pre¬ 
cedents)  has  been  here  given  with 
a  fullnefs  of  detail  not  compatible 
in  all  inflances  with  the  genera! 
plan  of  this  hiltory.  Nor  have  the 
common  printed  reports  been  alone 
trufted :  fome  afliftance  has  been 
derived  from  private  recolleftion ; 
and  care  has  been  taken  to  confute 
the  records  of  parliament  through¬ 
out,  and  by  the  guidance  of  that  fafe 
clue,  to  corre<5l,  or  occaflonally  even 
to  fupply  the  ilatement  of  thofe  mi¬ 
nute  but  neceflary  circum fiances, 

which 
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which  can  have  been  retained  with 
precifion  by  no  human  memory, 
or  which  in  (peaking  to  an  affem- 
bly,  who  had  all  the  documents  on 
their  table,  may  have  been  convey¬ 
ed  in  a  naked  reference,  or  tranfient 
allufion.  With  the  fame  view,  it 
may  be  perhaps  ufeful,  certainly  not 
unarm  uiing,  to  mount  a  little  higher 
into  antiquity  on  this  fubjeft.  We 
fhall  there  witnefs  a  complete  tri¬ 
umph  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh 
conftitution :  we  fhall  have  the  fa - 
tisfadtion  of  finding,  that  the  right 
of  the,  commons  to  continue  their 
impeachments  from  parliament  to 
parliament,  is  clearly  recognized  iin 
the  fir  ft  regular  records  of  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  have  defcended  to 
pofterity. 

There  are  fufficient  traces  from 
very  early  times  to  fnevv  the  agency 
of  the  commons  in  public  accufa- 
tions,  though  not  the  exa&  mode  in 
which  it  was  exercifed ;  but  there 
is  no  formal  entry  of  an  impeach¬ 
ment,  till  we  come  down  to  the  roll 
of  a  parliament  fummoned  by  Ed- 
ward  the  Third,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  reign.  The  juft  feverity  of 
the  profecutions  then  inftitutcd,  was 
fa  dear  to  the  nation,  that  the  par¬ 
liament  of  that  year  has  been  dif- 
tinguiftied  above  all  others  bv  the 
title  of  “  The  Good  Parliament 
and  defervedly  *,  fays  Wallingham, 


who  lived  before  the  genuine  itrL 
preflion  of  their  conduct  was  worn 
away.  This  popularity,  however, 
had  little  eftedd  on  their  fucceffors 
in  the  next  and  lad  year  of  Edward 
the  Third.  It  is  in  the  difpofition 
of  this  latter  parliament,  to  reverfe 
all  the  judicial  adts  of  the  former, 
that  the  chief  drength  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  lies  :  for  that  pod  mud  be  in¬ 
deed  impregnable,  which  an  open 
enemy,  poffeffmg  all  means  of  at¬ 
tack,  does  not  venture  to  affail.  To 
,  illudrate  the  whole  force  of  the  rea-* 
foning  in  this  refpedt,  it  will  be  pro-* 
per  to  fay  open  a  little  the  date  of 
political  parties  in  thefe  two  parlia¬ 
ments  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  f 
our  general  hidorians  of  the  greated 
reputation  glide  over  the  affairs  of 
this  period-  with  an  unimpreffive 
rapidity. 

When  the  Good  Parliament  met, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  better  known 
by  the  appellation  of. the  Black 
Prince,  had  long  been  languifhing 
under  an  incurable  difeafe,  and  was 
now  hadening  to  the  grave.  He 
had  but  one  child,  afterwards  the 
unfortunate  Richard  the  Second,  at 
that  time  a  boy  of  nine  years 
old  ;  next  to  whom,  in  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  throne,  dood  Philippa, 
daughter  of  Lionel  duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence,  and  her  defeendants.  This 
princefs  had  married  Edmund  Mor- 


*  The  mod  fatisfaeftory  account  of  the  two  lad  years  of  Edward  the  Third,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  4th  feflion  of  Lowth’s  Life  of  William  of  Wykeham.  The 
learned  and  elegant  biographer  makes  happy  iffe  of  fome  manuferipts  in  the  li¬ 
braries  of  Lambeth  and  the  Britifft  Mufeum,  which  it  were  to  be  wiihed  might  be 
publi/hed,  efpecially  as  all  the  latter  part  of  Edward  the  Third's  reign  is  wanting 
in  Knyghton,  and  the  whole  reign  in  the  continuator  of  Croyland.  The  continuator 
of  Adam  Murimuth  and  Walfingham,  though  they  are  both  fuller,  have  much  ill 
common  with  the  only  paffage  quoted  by  Dr.  Lowth  from  MS.  Lambeth, 
No.  340  :  as  Stowe  has  whole  fenterces  almod  word  for  word  the  fame  as  in 
MS.  HarT  No.  62,17,  and  in  fome  particular  points  differing  from  other  autho¬ 
rities.  ,  There  are  fome  few  fragments  in  Leland’s  Collectanea,  of  no  great  mo¬ 
ment,  but  as  they  confirm  the  general  opinion  of  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare  and  his  im¬ 
peachments. 

f  lit  two  different  places,  anno  1377,  Ed.  HI.  and  Pvic,  II.  of  his  lu-ftory. 

timer,. 
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timer,  earl  of  Marche,  a  powerful 
nobleman,  who  feems  to  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  of  her  heroic 
uncle,  and  to  have  lhared  with  him 
in  the  affedlions  of  the  people ; 
fmce  in  the  preceding  parliament 
he  was  one  of  five  lords  afligned,  at 
the  particular  demand  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  to  confer  with  them  upon  the 
fubfidies,  in  which  committee  he 
was  joined  witSi  the  bifliops  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Winchefter,  two  prelates, 
known  to  be  in  the  ftri&elt  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  prince.  But  a  fenfe 
of  common  danger  now  more  clofe- 
ly  united  thefe  two  branches  of  the 
royal  family  in  a  .  common  caufe 
againft  the^duke  of  Lancafter ;  who 
through  the  influence  of  Alice  Per- 
rers,  the  king’s  miftre.fs,  had  for 
fome  time  engrofled  to  himfelf  and 
his  adherents  the  entire  ,admini- 
ilration  of  public  affairs,  and  was 
generally  fufpedted  of  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  death  of  the  prince,  his 
only  furviving  elder  brother,  now 
vifibly  approaching,  and  that  of  the 
king  his  father,  not  very  remote, 
as  opening  a  way  to  his  own  ufurpa- 
tion  of  the  crown. 

The  condition  of  the  kingdom  un¬ 
der  the  duke  of  Lancafter’s  govern¬ 
ment,  was  not  fuch  as  to  conciliate 
the  favour  of  the  commons.  Bur- 
thened  with  a  war  of  ruinous  ex¬ 
pence  and  inglorious  difaflers,  the 
nation  had  not  yet  recovered,  what 
it  had  recently  fuffered  from  the 
two  other  great  fcourges  of  man¬ 
kind,  peftilence  and  famine.  A 
fcarcity  of  money  and  bullion, 
which  had  begun  to  be  felt  fome 
time  before,  grew  every  day  more 
alarming.  Ufury  rofe  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  that  a  fevere  ordinance  had 
been  made  againfl:  it  in  London. 
The  native  merchants  were  falling 
into  decay,  while  foreigners  drew 
to  themfelves  not  only  the  external 
Vol.  XXXIII. 


commerce,  but  even  the  retail  trade 
in  the  cities  and  boroughs;  and 
yet  all  foreign  articles  of  confump- 
tion  advanced  rapidly  in  price.  The 
walled  towns  were  in  ruins ;  riots 
and  armed  infurre&ions  prevailed 
over  the  country;  and  the  navy  was 
nearly  annihilated.  The  fupplies 
granted  by  the  lafl:  parliament  for 
two  years  had  been  accompanied 
with  the  exprefs  conditions,  that 
they  Ihould  be  expended  on  the 
war,  and  if  the  war  did  not  lalt 
above  one  year,  Ihould  then  cea fe„ 
Repeated  truces  had  taken  place  5 
yet  the  revenues  were  fquandered, 
and  the  treafury  exhaulled.  The 
diftrefles  of  the  crown  were  aggra¬ 
vated  by  new  loans  on  the  mod 
ufurious  terms,  in  the  profits  o£ 
which  the  king’s  favourites  were 
underftood  to  have  fhared,  by  ad¬ 
vancing  him  his  own  money  ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  purchafed 
the  old  debts  at  an  enormous  dis¬ 
count,  and  then  paid  themfelves  the 
full  value,  in  exclufion  of  the  fair 
creditors.  To  recruit  the  coders 
v/hich  they  had  emptied,  the  y  had 
recourfe  to  many  corrupt  and  vexa¬ 
tious  methods  of  irregular  finance, 
from  which  too,  they  were  them¬ 
felves  believed  privately  to  have 
benefited.  They  fold  patents  of  mo¬ 
nopolies,  charters  of  privileges,  and 
licences  of  trade,  contrary  to  the 
franchifes  of  corporations ;  protec¬ 
tions  of  the  moll  ample  kind,  under 
the  great  feal,  to  Lombards  and 
others  who  owed  large  fums  to 
Englifli  •  merchants ;  and  licences 
for  the  exportation  of  corn,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  late  failures  of  the 
crops.  But  the  meafure  of  this  kind, 
that  feems  to  have  excited  moll  dif- 
fatisfadion,  was  the  grant  of  parti¬ 
cular  licences  for  the  exportation 
'of  wool,  and  other  commodities,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  itaples. 

[  E  ]  This 
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This  had  been  the  fubjeCt  of  a 
petition  in  the  lail  parliament 
from  the  commons,  who  repre- 
fented  it  as  one  great  caufe  of  the 
fcarcity  of  money :  and  the  guilt 
of  continuing  the  practice  was  now 
increafed,  by  grafting  upon”  it  the 
condition  of  paying  for  everypack  of 
wool  an  extraordinary  tax  not  iaid  by 
parliament;  an  evafon  of  the  rights 
of  the  lords  and  commons,  which 
was  alfo  introduced  in  a  monopoly 
granted  by  patent  for  the  fale  of 
fvveet  wines  in  London.  Againlt 
thefe  illegal  exactions,  the  fubject 
might  have  found  fome  relief  in  a 
pure  adminillration  of  the  law;  but 
that  alfo  was  full  of  abufes.  Im¬ 
proper  jultices  of  the  peace  and  fhe- 
riffs  were  made  through  place- 
brokers  at  court;  jurors  were  im- 
pannelled  who  were  not  of  the  vici¬ 
nage  ;  and  judges  of  alfize  were  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  fpot  of  their  reli- 
dence,  in  the  midft  of  their  relations 
and  connections.  At  the  fame  time 
vexatious  jurifdiCtions  were  extend¬ 
ed  or  created.  The  court  of  the 
palace  meddled  with  pleas  forbid¬ 
den  by  law ;  the  efcheators  in  many 
initances  took  illegal  inqueits,  and 
found  falfe  titles  for  the  crown  ; 
but  as  probably  thefe  officers  were 
not  all  equally  complaiiant  to  the 
court,  comroiffions  of  a  new  de- 
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fcription  were  iffued,  to  men  of  bad 
character,  and  every  way  unquali¬ 
fied,  who  were  llyled  “  approvers 
for  the  king:’’  and  upon  colourable 
returns,  made  in  one  or  other  of 
thefe  ways,  ancient  proprietors  were 
difpoffeffed,  and  grants  of  their 
efiates  corruptly  procured  by  the 
king’s  favourites.  Nor  were  any  of 
the  fuperior  courts  of  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  temporal  or  fpiritual,  free  from 
all  fuipicion  of  taint — for  there,  to 
the  fcandal  of  ail  public  decency, 
fate  Alice  Perrers  on  the  bench,  or 
by  the  chair,  openly  foliating  the 
favour,  or  endeavouring  to  over¬ 
awe  the  opinions,  of  the  judges. 

This  piClure  is  dark,  but  in  ths 
general  refemblance  unqUeflionably 
faithful.  There  is  no  need  of  ar.y 
other  proof  than  to  look  around  *, 
fay  the  commons,  in  one  of  their 
ftrongeft  petitions ;  and  they  afcrib# 
the  mifchiefs  of  which  they  com¬ 
plain,  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  king’s 
counfels  and  government.  It  is 
true,  many  of  thefe  evils  had  taken 
root  before  the  duke  of  Lancafter’s 
acceffiion  to  power,  fome  from  natu¬ 
ral  caufe s,  and  others  from  the  for¬ 
mer  bad  policy  of  the  commercial 
code ;  but  many  had  been  fown  by 
him,  or  had  then  firlt  fprung  up,  and 
all  had  vegetated  more  vigorouily 
in  the  foul  air  of  his  adminillration. 


*  Rot.  Pari.  50  Ed.  III.  No.  59. — All  the  circumftances  of  the  Hate  of  the  coun¬ 
try  are  drawn  from  the  fame  fource,  the  records  of  parliament. — Scarcity  of  money, 
47  Ed.  III.  No.  17  and  18.  50  Ed.  III.  No.  16. — Ufury,  ib.  158. — State  of 
trade,  &c.  ib.  No.  15  and  59 — Riots,  ib.  No.  164. — Terms  of  the  former  fubfidies, 
a  7  Ed,  III.  No.  12. — Frauds  as  to  the  king’s  debts,  and  violation  of  the  laws  of 
*he  ilaples,  50  Ed.  III.  No.  15. — Charters  of  privileges,  licences,  proteClions, 
Sec.  See.  ib.  No.  54,  1 6,  60,  156.— New  impofuions  on  wool,  &c.  ib.  No.  17, 
33,  and  163. — Abufes  of  the  1  w,  ib.  No.  67,  74,  83,  186,  53,  75.— Palace 
court,  ib.  No.  91,  182. — Efcheators,  ib.  88. — Approvers,  ib.  No  55. — Alice 
Perrers,  No.  45. — See  alfo  A,  Murimuth  ;  MS.  Lambeth,  No.  340  ;  VValiingham, 
&c. — Many  particulars  might  have  been  added;  but  thefe  feemed  to  be  moil  con¬ 
nected  with  the  principal  points  of  the  fublequent  impeachments.  Scarcely  any 
intelligible  trace  of  thefe  things  is  to  be  found  in  Cotton’s  Abridgment,  which 
has  hitherto  been  the  general  guide  of  hiltorianr. 

The 
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The  colle&ive  grievances  of  the 
ten  preceding  years  do  not  equal 
the  bulk,  and  Hill  lefs  the  import¬ 
ance,  of  the  reprefentations  with 
\vhich  the  king  and  his  minillers 
were  now  overwhelmed  in  parlia¬ 
ment  :  but  the  decorous  moderation 
and  orderly  firmnefs  with  which  the 
commons  proceeded  on  this  trying 
occafion,  both  in  providing  a  remedy 
for  the  future,  and  in  puniihing  pad: 
delinquency,  reflefls  high  honour 
on  the  illuftrious  leaders  of  the  po¬ 
pular  caufe,  and  is  worthy  the  re¬ 
gard  and  imitation  of  pofterity. 

The  two  houfes  foon  difcovered 
what  influence  prevailed  among 
them.  The  commons  chofe  *  for 
their  fpeakcr  fir  Peter  de  la  Mare, 
one  of  the  members  for  Hereford- 
fhire,  and  fteward  to  the  earl  of 
Marche.  The  lords  placed  the  bi- 
fhop  of  London  and  the  earl  of 
Marche  refpeftively  at  the  head  of 
the  fpiritual  and  temporal  peers, 
whom  they  named  to  treat  with  the 
commons  on  the  fublidies. 

We  lhal!  now  follow  the  track  of 
the  two  houfes  on  the  rolls  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  firft  bufmefs  before 
them  was  the  fupply  required  by 
the  crown.  To  have  refufed  all  aid, 
would  have  been  indecent ;  and  to 
have  been  too  liberal,  might  have 
endangered  the  diflolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  midft  of  the  fubfe-' 
quent  meafures.  A  middle  way 
was  taken.  The  former  fublidies, 
which  had  been  found  to  be  inade¬ 
quate  under  the  late  mifmanage- 
ment,  were  continued  for  three 
years  from  the  enfuing  Michael¬ 
mas,  when  they  would  otherwife 
have  expired.  From  doing  more 
at  prcfent,  the  commons  excufed 


themfelves,  on  account  of  the  na¬ 
tional  diftrefs ;  but  fhould  any  ur¬ 
gent  bufmefs  intervene,  promifed 
to  afiift  the  king  beyond  ail  exam¬ 
ples  of  any  age  or  country. 

Their  next  ftep  was  to  ftrengthen 
and  purify  the  government.  To  this 
end  they  addreifed  the  king  to  aug¬ 
ment  his  privy  council  wj,th  prelates 
and  peers  of  the  realm,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  ten  or  twelve,  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  whom  Ihould  be  necefi'ary 
to  the  validity  of  any  aft,  and  Ihould. 
always  relide  near  the  king.  The 
requeft  was  granted,  and  additional 
proviflons  afterwards  ordained,  which 
plainly  glanced  at  the  malverlations 
of  the  late  counfellors :  for  an  oath 
was  fettled  for  the  members  of  the 
new  council,  and  for  the  great  of¬ 
ficers  of  fiate,  binding\thcm  to  take 
no  prefents ;  and  reports  from  the 
council  to  the  king*  were  forbidden 

O 

to  be  made  but  by  the  whole  body, 
or  two  members  chofen  by  the  com¬ 
mon  confent  of  the  reft. 

Having  put  this  check  on  the  cor¬ 
rupt  power  of  the  duke  ofLancafter, 
the  commons  turned  their  attention 
to  fecure  the  fupport  of  the  city  of 
London.  Their  franchifes  had  been 
direflly  infringed  by  the  monopoly 
of  fweet  wines.  That  trade  there¬ 
fore  was  thrown  open  again ;  but 
the  confideration  of  the  illegal 
tax,  of  which  that  monopoly  had 
been  made  the  vehicle,  was  referved 
as  the  ground  of  an  impeachment 
againft  the  patentee. 

The  commons  now  approached 
their  grand  object.  Accordingly 
they  prefented  an  addrefs,  or  as  it 
is  called,  a  requeft,  to  the  king, 
which,  after  renewed  profeilions  of 
loyalty,  pointedly  attributes  the 


*  The  Parliamentary  Hiftory  after  Tyrrel,  fays,  this  is  a  miftake  of  Walfinpf- 
ham  -but  that  it  is  not,  fee  A.  Murimuth  ;  MS.  Lambeth,  No.  340  ;  and  MS, 
Lamb.  No.  6.  in  Lowth's  Life  of  W.  Wykeham,  p,  iioj  as  alfo  Leiand’« 
Colled,  part  i.p.  40S* 

[£]  2 


wafte 


6S]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791. 

wafte  of  the  royal  treafures,. 
and  the  ruin  of  the  national 
commerce,  to  fome  individuals  in 
the  king’s  private  confidence  — 
adjures  him,  by  motives  of  leli- 
gion  and  public  duty,  to  punifh 
the  guilty,  whole ,  fines  alone,  they 
fay,  will  relieve  all  his  wants ; 
and  fpecifies  the  heads  of  alledg- 
ed  crimfnality,  in  the  violation 
of  the  law  of  the  ftaples,  and 
the  double  fraud  relative  to  the 
king’s  debts  --but  ft  ill  does  not  name 
any  of  the  criminals.  A  readinefs, 
hoyvever,  is  profelTed  to  make  a 
fuller  declaration  in  fpecial,  any 
hour  that  the  king  will  appoint 'to 
hear  it.  In  all  likelihood  they 
wlfhed  the  king  to  be  perfonally 
prefent  at  their  accufations  of  his 
evil  counfellors ;  in  this,  however, 
they  were  difappointed.  Nothing 
therefore  remained  but,  without  the 
king,  to  take  that  meafure  to  which 
every  ftep  regularly  tended  from  the 
opening  of  the  parliament  r  it  was 
done  without  more  delay,  and  im¬ 
peachments  fell  heavy  and  thick  on 
the  partizans  of  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter.  Thefe  profecntions  were 
avowedly  fupported  by  the  influence 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  were  en- 
trufted  to  the  foie  management  of  the 
fpeaker.  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare,  a 
friend  and  dependent  of  the  earl  of 
Marche;  Nor,  if  we  may  believe 
the  concurrent  teftimony  of  hifto- 
rians,  could  a  man  better  qualified 
for  the  talk  have  been  feleCled ; 
fince,  with  wifdom  to  conduct,  and 
eloquence  to  enforce, 1  the  great; 
caufe  committed  to  his  care,  he  pof- 
felfed  a  fpirit  not  to  be  daunted, 
and  an  integrity  not  to  be  cor¬ 
rupted. 

The- fir  ft,  whom  the  commons  at¬ 
tacked,  was  Richard  Lyons,  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  wealth  and  eminence  in 


London,  and  farmer  of  the  great 


cuftoms.  Though  he  was  conne£bi<$ 
with,  the  duke  of  Lancafter’s  party, 
no  effort  feems  to  have  been  made 
in  his  favour.  After  a  fhort  hearing, 
therefore,  a  fentence  was  paffed 
upon  him,  couched  in  the  harlheli 
language,  as  well  as  highly  penal 
in  iubftance,  “  according  to  the  hor- 
ribility  of  his  ■offence.”  Probably 
he  was  facrificed  in  the  hope  of  fay¬ 
ing  others  ;  as  probably  too,  the 
manager  for  the  commons  forefaw 
it,  and  for  that  reafon  began  with, 
him  ;  for  the  crimes  of  which  he 
was  found  guilty  againft  the  laws  of 
the  ftaples,  and  in  relation  to  the 
king’s  debts,  were  the  ground-work 
of  fome  other  more  important  accu¬ 
fations  that  followed.  - 

Animated  by  their  fucceftr  the 
commons  now  took  higher  aim,  and 
at  a  conference  impeached  lord  La- 
tymer..  They  went  parti  yon  two  old 
charges  of  peculations  committed  by 
himfelf  and  his  lieutenants,  while  he 
commanded  in  Brittany ;  and  part¬ 
ly  on  two  new  charges,  that  he  had 
been  an  accomplice  in  the  offences  of 
Lyons,  and  that  he  had  oceafionedi 
the  lofs  of  different  forts,  as  well  as 
by  his  own  proper  authority  had  re¬ 
leafed  fpies  and  other  felons  im- 
prifoned  by  the  king,  which  was 
laid  to  be  an  accroachment  of  royal 
power.  This  lord  was  a  member 
of  the  privy  council,  chamberlain 
to  the  king,  and  chief  confident  of 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  :  confequently 
to  impeach  him,  was  felt  to  be  link¬ 
ing  at  the  duke  himfelf.  Here 
then  arofe,  as  might  be  expedted* 
the  principal  llruggle  between  the 
oppofite  parties.  Lord  Latymer  at 
the  outlet  endeavoured  to  make  it  a 
perfonal  queftion,  by  calling  for  an 
individual  accufer;  but, the  commons 
refglving  to  maintain  their  im¬ 
peachment  in  their  corporate  capa¬ 
city,  lie  at  length  gave  his  anfwers. 

On 
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On  the  'old  part  .of  the  charges, 
there  was  little  conteft  ;  but  on  the 
third  article  witneftes  were  pro¬ 
duced  and  fworn  ;  *  many  fpeeches 
and  arguments  were  made  in  fup- 
port  both  of  the  profecution  and  the 
defence,  in  full  parliament,  and  in 
the  houfe  of  lords ;  many  farther 
examinations  were  had,  as  well 
before  fecret  committees,  as  in  open 
court ;  and  after  ail  it  was  not 
without  ions:  debates  that  fentence 
patted  againft  him  on  the  third  ar¬ 
ticle  :  neither  was  it  f  without  pref¬ 
ixing  reprefentations  from  the  reft 
of  his  party,  that  the  duke  of  Lan¬ 
caster  was  induced  to  give  way  to  the 
removal  of  the  impeached  lord  from 
all  his  offices  and  the  king’s  coun- 
fels  for  ever.  Richard  Lyons,  on 
his  conviction,  had  been  fent  to  the 
tower ;  but  lord  Latymer  was  a- 
warded  to  the  cuftody  of  the  earl 
marftial.  This  may  have  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  lenity,  but  perhaps  it 
rather  marks  the  deciftve  victory  of 
his  enemies ;  for  that  marftial  was 
the  earl  of  Marche,  a  principal  au¬ 
thor  of  his  difgrace*.  The  prifoner 
however  was  foon  releafed  on  bail, 
on  which  occatton  he  gave  for  his 
fureties  a  long  lift  of  fpiritual  and 
temporal  peers,  and  among  them 
lord  Percy,  who  had  originally  dif- 
tinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  zcfal  for  the 
profecutions,  but  at  the  clofe  of  this 
parliament  appeared  in  avowed  con¬ 
nection  with  the  d-uke  of  Lancaster. 

In  the  remainder  of  their  career, 
the  commons  found  little  impedi¬ 
ment.  They  profecuted  William 


Elys,  a  deputy  of  Lyons,  and  far¬ 
mer  of  a  branch  of  the  petty  cuf- 
to'ms;  and  they  obtained  judgment 
againft  William  Peechee,  patentee 
of  the  monopoly  of  fvveet  wines ;  a- 
gainft  lord  Neville,  a  privy  coun- 
fellor,  and  fteward  of  the  houfe- 
hold ;  and  againft  Alice  Perrers 
herfelf;  the  two  laft  of  whom  were, 
like  lord  Latymer,  removed  from 
the  king’s  counfels,  and  the  lady 
farther  prohibited,  by  a  profpe&ive 
ordinance,  from  foliciting  any  fuit 
in  any  of  the  king’s  courts,  under 
pain  of  an  univerfal  forfeiture  of 
property,  and  perpetual  exile.  It  is 
probable,  though  not  certain  f ,  that 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  rettgned  im- 
r  mediately  after  the  conviction  of 
lord  Neville,  and  the  new  conn* 
cil  of  twelve  was  then  appointed, 
of  which  the  earl  of  Marche  was  a 
member,  as  wrell  as  the  bifhops  of 
London  and  Winchefter.  But  in 
the  mid  ft  of  thefe  civil  triumphs, 
no  lefs  honourable  to  his  memory 
than  his  military  exploits,  within  a 
fortnight  from  the  date  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  againft  lord  Latymer,  died  the 
prince  of  Wales.  He  lived,  how¬ 
ever,  long  enough  to  accomplilh  the 
great  objeCt  of  his  anxious  cares,  in 
breaking  the  faftion,  from  which 
he  apprehended  danger  tc  his  fon* 
His  friends,  fteady  in  their  duty  to 
him  and  to  their  country,  finifhed 
what  remained.  The  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  without  lofs  of  time,  addrefted 
the  king  to  call  the  young  prince 
Richard  to  parliament,  that  they 
might  lee  and  honour  him  there  as 


*  Rot.  Pari.  50  Ed.  III.  29,  t  MS.  Harl.  6217. 

I  The  continuator  of  A.  Murimutb,  a  cotemporary  author,  places  the  appoint¬ 
ment  or  the  new  council  after  the  conviction  of  lord  Latymer  and  other  great 
officers  of  the  king,  and  before  the  proceedings' againft  Alice  Perrers.  He  ex- 
prelsly  fays  it  was  done  by  an  ordinance  in  parliament,  at  the  petition  of  the  com¬ 
mons.  Ten  entries  are  loft  from  the  roll  juft  in  this  part.  The  appointment  of 
the  new  council  feems  to  be  placed  after  the  impeachment  of  Alice  Perrers  in  MS. 
Lambeth,  No.  340. 
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heir  apparent  of  the  crown ;  and  to 

this  theyaddedarequedthathemight 

be  created  prince  ol  Wales.  Nor  did 
they,  in  the  mean  while,  flacken 
their  profecutions :  they  perMed 
in  exhibiting  frelh  articles  to  the 
very  laid  d?.y  of  the  parliament. 
Such  of  the  impeachments  as  are  to 
the  prefent  purpofe,  will  hereafter 
require  more  particular  attention ; 
at  prefent  it  will  be  bed  to  purlue 
the  thread  of  the  dory. 

Soon  after  the  parliament  was 
dilfolved,  the  duke  of  Lancader  re¬ 
turned  to  court,  and  with  him  re¬ 
turned  Alice  Pcrrers,  and  the  red, 
who  again  took  poffeffion  and  ac¬ 
quired  a  more  abfolute  afcendancy 
than  before  over  the  old,  defence- 
lefs,  and  affii&ed  monarch.  The  new 
council  was  fuddenly  difmiffed.  Sir 
Peter  de  la  Mare,  by  an  ad  of  arbi¬ 
trary  authority,  was  fent  a  prifonerto 
*  Newark  cattle ;  and  fo  far  was  the 
duke  difpofed  to  carry  his  violence 
againft  him,  that  it  was  reported 
he  gave  fecret  orders  to  have  him 
beheaded  in  the  next  wood,  but  was 
tiiduaded  by  lord  Percy. 

The  bilhop  of  Wincheder,  late 
the  confidential  friend,  and  now, 
with  the  bilhop  of  London,  joint- 
executor  of  the  Black  Prince,  was 
next  attacked,  and  articles  were 
brought  againit  him  before  the  privy 
council ;  aiming,  though  in  vain,  to 
retort  upon  him  the  dilapidations 
of  the  king’s  treafury,  Iiis  exalted 
rank  in  the  church  probably  faved 
him  from  the  fate  of  Sir  Peter  de  la 
Mare,  but  his  temporalties  were 
feized,  and  f  “  he  had  not  where  to 
lay  his  head,”  even  among  the 
foundations  of  his  own  munificence. 
Neither  did  the  affinity  of  the  earl 


of  Marche  to  the  royal  family  alto¬ 
gether  lhelter  him  from  the  dorm. 
He  was  directed  to  repair  to  Calais, 
in  the  execution  of  his  office  as 
marlhal ;  but  to  avoid  this  banilh- 
ment,  as  in  efredl  it  was,  and  fuf- 
pedting  fome  fnare  for  his  liberty 
or  his  life,  he  refigned  his  daff,  and 
lord  Percy  immediately  obtained  it 
as  the  reward  of  his  defection — - 
Such  was  the  date  of  parties,  when 
the  adtive  preparations  for  war, 
which  had  been  long  making  by 
the  confederated  powers  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Scotland,  rendered  the 
fummoning  of  a  parliament  indif- 
penfable.  Every  intrigue,  there¬ 
fore,  was  employed  by  the  court  to 
enfure  a  majority  of  the  commons ; 
and  the  duke  of  Lancader  is  relat¬ 
ed  J  to  have  made  this  parliament  at 
his  pleafure.  The  whole  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  counties  was  changed, 
except  twelve  members. 

Here,  as  before,  the  complexion 
of  the  parliament  was#foon  vidble. 
The  fpeaker  of  the  commons  was 
Sir  Thomas  Hungerford,  the  friend 
and  deward  of  the  duke  of  Lancaf¬ 
ter,  and  feven  out  of  eight  lords,  af- 
dgned  to  confer  with  the  commons, 
were  taken  from  the  bail  bond  of 
lord  Latymer.  An  ineffectual  ef¬ 
fort  indeed  was  tried  in  the  lower 
houfe,  by  one  of  the  old  county 
members,  to  excite  a  fpirit  there  in 
the  caufe  of  their  late  fpeaker, 
and  to  have  him  brought  to  a 
public  trial,  if  he  were  charged 
with  any  crime ;  but  the  mover  of 
the  quedion  was  compelled  to  de¬ 
fid,  under  menaces  of  death.  The 
parliament  that  bore  this,  might 
well  bear  alfo  to  be  told,  as  they 
were,  in  derogation  of  the  great 


*  See  MS.  Hail.  6217.  and  Stowe.  Others  fay  Nottingham. 
t  Pet.  i#  Pari.  51  £d.  Ill,  No.  85.  J  MS.  Had.  62175  and  Stowe. 
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charter  fo  often  confirmed  in  this 
reign,  that  the  king  was  not  willing 
to  lay  any  charge  on  his  fubje&s 
without  the  confent  of  the  two 
houfes,  except  in  cafes  of  neceflity, 
and  for  the  defence  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  then  as  far  only  as  rea- 
fon  would  allow :  nor  (hall  we,  be 
furprized  to  find  them  fet  the  firfl: 
example  of  a  poll-tax,  which  foon 
after,  under  the  fucceeding  mo¬ 
narch,  occafioned  one  of  the  molt 
formidaffie  infurre&ions  in  our  hif- 
tory.  No  precedent  made  by  fuch 
a  parliament  in  favour  of  the 
dominant  party,  before  whom  they 
were  fo  proftrated,  could  have 
weighed  a  feather  in  the  fcale  of 
jultice  ;  but  any  principle  which 
they  may  have  admitted  on  the 
other  fide,  mult  be  of  the  molt  in¬ 
controvertible  authority. 

With  this  clue  let  us  now  revert 
to  the  impeachments  of  the  former 
parliament. 

Lord  Latymer,  it  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obierved,  was,  among  other 
things,  impeached  on  two  old 
charges  of  peculation  in  Brittany. 
The  firfi  related  to  tranfadlions  of 
feveral  years  Handing.  In  his  an¬ 
fwer  he  exprefsly  fays,  that  he  had 
formerly  been  in  like  manner  im¬ 
peached  before  the  king  himfelf ;  he 
confeffes  the  acquifition  often  thou- 
fand  pounds,  but  juflifies  it;  though 
he  fubjoins  that,  as  to  this  fum,  he 
did  before  fubmit,  and  always 
fhould  be  willing  to  fubmit  himfelf 
to  the  king’s  mercy.  The  com¬ 
mons  fallen  upon  this  anfwer,  (in 
which  it  fhould  be  remark  id*  that 
he  does  not  dire&ly  make  a  prefent 
fubmiflion,  but  refers  to  that  which 
}ie  had  before  made)  and  they  de¬ 
mand,  not  judgment  as  upon  a  con- 
fefiion,  but  execution  as  upon  a  former 

*  Judic,  in  Pari,  chap 
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judgment;  for  (add  they)  he  knew 
that  he  had  formerly  been  impeach¬ 
ed  on  the  fame  charge,  and  had 
made  that  very  fubmiflion,  yet  now 
fhews  no  agreement  with  the  king, 
pardon,  or  other  releafe.  The  lords 
do  not  objedl  to  the  principle ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  promife  that  a 
report  fhall  be  made  to  the  king, 
and  right  done. 

If  the  former  impeachment  here 
mentioned  were  certainly  an  accu- 
fation  of  the  commons,  the  cafe 
would  be  clear.  But  in  thofe  day? 
the  term  was  of  general  ufe.  ft 
feems,  however,  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  commons  added  upon  it, 
to  have  been  their  fuit ;  and  fo  it 
was  underflood  by  the  learned 
*  Selden,  who,  in  abflrafling  the 
anfwer,  Amply  gives  it,  that  he  was 
impeached  before ;  a  word  which 
he  employs  throughout  his  work 
in  the  appropriate  ienfe  of  modern 
times. 

The  fecond  charge  was  introduced 
by  the  commons,  with  an  exprefs  re¬ 
cital,  that  “  again  another  time  he 
had  been  accufed”  of  certain  extor¬ 
tions  pra&iled  by  his  lieutenants, 
for  the  particulars  of  which  they  re¬ 
fer  to  a  bill  (fo  they  then  called 
their  own  articles  of  impeachment) 
delivered  before  in  parliament;  and 
they  there  infert  it.  The  narrative 
before  given,  in  addition  to  the 
plain  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  mult 
latisfa&orily  fhew  that  it  could  not 
have  been  in  the  fame  parliament, 
which  had  then  juft  met.  Yet  on 
this  head  he  anfvvers  without  objec¬ 
tion,  “  as  to  the  bill  delivered  be¬ 
fore  in  parliament.”  The  whole 
queftion  then  was  put  on  a  point  of 
law,  Whether  he  was  refponfible, 
and  how  far,  for  his  lieutenants  ? 
On  which  the  lords  poftpone  their 

,  3.  towards  the  end. 
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decidon,  to  confult  the  judges. — 
Nothing  more  appears  on  the  old 
charges  ;  he  was  convicted  on  the 
third  article  alone. 

That  the  ground  of  abatement 
Ihould  net  have  been  even  inti¬ 
mated  on  the  trial  of  a  minider,  in 
whofe  perfon  two  hodile  parties 
were  contending  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  at  lead,  if  not 
for  the  crown  itfelf,  is  fufficiently 
flrong ;  but  what  was  the  conduct  of 
the  duke  of  Lancafter’s  own  parlia¬ 
ment  ?  Lord  Laiymer  was  then  in 
'  the  plenitude  of  power,  and  a  mark¬ 
ed  attention  to  his  cafe  was  early  ma- 
nifeded.  The  commons  *  <e  think¬ 
ing  it  for  the  good  of  the  realm,  as 
they  truly  underdoed,”  prefented  a 
petition,  that  by  award  of  parlia¬ 
ment  he  might  be  reilored  to  his 
former  rank,  and  edate.  They  fay 
that  he  was  condemned  (that  is, 
upon  the  third  article)  through  un¬ 
true  fuggedions,  and  without  due 
procefs.  At  what  fuppofed  error 
■  they  glance,  we  know  not ;  contrary 
to  ufage,  they  did  not  chute  to  par¬ 
ticularize  :  but  this  v  e  know,  that 
eager  as  they  were  to  find  fault  with 
•all  the  proceedings  of  the  lad  par¬ 
liament  againd  him  and  his  accom¬ 
plices,  they  infinuate  not  a  fyllable 
againd  his  being  brought  to  anfwer 
on  the  old  charges.  Indeed,  fuch 
as  the  petition  is,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  ever  to  have  received  the  con¬ 
currence  of  a  majority  of  the  lords,' 
who  are  the  bed  judges  of  their 
own  procefs ;  for  the  royal  afTent 
was  given  at  the  prayer  of form  pre¬ 
lates  and  lords,  as  well  as  of  the 
commons.  A  fmall  number  of  the 
peers  may  have  been  warped  by 
ambition,  but  they  had  not,  like  the 
commons,  fufFered  a  total  chan  ye. 


They  preferved,  with  becoming 
firmnefs,  the  integrity  of  their  ju¬ 
dicial  character. 

The  cafe  of  William  Elys  is  dill 
more  direct  and  fatis factory,  be- 
caufe,  like  the  profecution  againd 
Mr.  Hadings,  it  was  interrupted  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evidence.  He 
was  impeached  for  extortion  in  tak¬ 
ing  duties  from  fome  merchants  of 
Scotland,  contrary  to  treaty.  He 
admitted  his  office  and  his  execu¬ 
tion  of  it,  but  generally  denied  any 
extortion.  The  faff  of  the  money 
being  paid  was  proved  by  his  own 
confeffion,  the  day  before,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  by  the  tef- 
timony  of  four  witnedes  examined 
in  open  court.  He  then  judifiecj, 
the  taking,  as  having  been  condi-r 
tional  under  a  dipulation  to  repay 
the  money,  if  the  king  diould  de¬ 
termine  nothing  to  be  due ;  and  he 
affirmed  that  he  had  repaid  it  ac¬ 
cordingly  :  in  proof  of  which  he  pro¬ 
duced  a  full  releafe  in  the  name  of 
John  Fauxhide,  as  general  agent 
for  the  merchants  of  Scotland.  The 
powers  of  John  Fauxhide,  however, 
as  well  as  the  authenticity  of  the 
indrument,  were  difputed ;  and  the 
releafe  was  delivered  to  lord  Percy, 
who  was  commidioned  to  make  in- 
qued  of  the  truth  on  the  next  day 
of  the  marches  on  the  fide  of  Scot¬ 
land.  Elys  in  the  mean  time  f  was 
committed  to  prifon,  where  he  lay 
upwards  of  three  months. 

After  the  diffolution  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  when  the  duke  of  Lancader 
recovered  his  power,  Elys  was  li¬ 
berated  ;  but  on  what  terms  ?  Fie 
was  bailed,  like  lord  Danby  fome 
centuries  after,  to  the  n ext  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  this  condition,  as  in  the 
indance  of  lord  panby,  can  only  be 


*  Pet.  in  Park  51  Ed.  III.  No.  75. 

j*  For  this,  and  all  the  following  faffs  of  this  cafe,  fee  31  Ed.  Ill,  No.  94. 
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confidered  as  affirming  the  com¬ 
mitment,  and  of  courfe  the  exigence 
of  the  impeachment. 

When  the  next  parliament  af- 
fembled,  neither  of  the  houfes  took 
up  thedofdrine  of  abatement.  The 
lords  added  upon  the  impeachment 
as  fill  pending,  for  they  received 
lord  Percy’s  return  to  his  commif- 
fion,  which  was  in  favour  of  Elys. 
The  commons  of  courfe  did  not 
proceed ;  they  would  not,  difpofed 
as  they  were,  have  proceeded  in 
any  event  of  lord  Percy’s  report. 
Put  did  they  rake  anv  notice  at  all 
of  t'ais  impeachment  ?  They  did, 
and  in  a  manner  which  irrefragably 
proves  that  they  never  dreamed  of 
an  abatement  having  actually  been 
worked  by  the  diifolution. 

Though  a  general  add  of  pardon 
had  palled,  out  of  which  the  biihop 
of  Winchefter  alone  was  excepted, 
■a  fear  feems  to  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  that  fuch  an  add  might  not 
operate  upon  the  impeachments  of 
the  former  parliament.  On  the  laid 
day  of  the  feffion,  therefore,  after 
the  royal  anfvvers  to  the  petitions 
had  been  read,  and  when  all  were 
departing,  the  fpeaker.  Sir  Thomas 
Hungerford,  reppcfented  that  many 
perfons,  men  as  well  as  women,  had 
been  impeached  in  the  laid  parlia¬ 
ment,- adjudged  without  due  procefs 
to  certain  penalties,  and  foreclofed 
of  that  commou  liberty,  which  all 
loyal  fubjedts  ought  to  enjoy; 
wherefore  he  prayed  the  king,  in 
that  his  year  of  jubilee,  gracioufly 
to  reftore  all  fuch  to  their  former 
rank  and  degree,  notwithftanbing 
the  judgments  again  ft  them.  On 
the  part  of  the  king  it  was  alked, 
if  this  application  was  meant  for  all 


who  had  been  impeached,  or  only 
for  a  part  of  them?  This  was  a 
very  neceffiary  queftion,  fince  many 
who  ftood  impeached  (Elys  far 
one)  had  not  received  judgment. 
The  anfwer  was,  for  all.  The 
commons  were  then  diredded  to  de¬ 
clare  diftindlly  in  writing  what  and 
for  whom  they  prayed,  and  the 
king’s  grace  was  promifed  to  them, 
fubjedd  to  the  royal  pleafure. — Here 
ended  the  parliament ;  but  foon 
after  feven  petitions  were  delivered 
and  entered,  without  any  anfwers: 
to  explain  which,  there  is  a  remark 
at  the  end  of  them,  that  no  anfwer 
was  made  by  the  lords  in  that  par¬ 
liament,  nor  could  be,  on  account  of 
the  time  when  they  were  delivered. 

This  after-piece  was  a  farce  ma- 
nifeftly  planned*  between  the  duke 
of  Lancafter,  who  was  virtually  the 
king  in  this  parliament,  and  his 
He  ward,  the  fpeaker.  It  as  plainly 
appears  to  have  been  wholly  con¬ 
trived  for  the  fake  of  Alice  Perrers ; 
lince  the  petition  afterwards  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  name  of  the  commons 
on  her  behalf,  is  the  only  one  of 
the  feven,  that  exadtly  correfponds 
in  all  its  circumftances,  and  for  the 
mold  part  in  its  very  terms,  with  the 
fpeaker ’s  original  application.  We 
have  reafon  indeed  to  iuppofe,that  (he 
had  already  annulled  all  the  former 
proceedings  againid  herfelf  in  her 
own  way.  They  are  not  to  be  found 
on  the  rolls,  but  inftead  of  them  is  a 
chafm  of  no  lefs  than  ten  f  entries  at 
the  very  place  where  we  might  ex¬ 
pend  to  ftnd  them,  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  ordinance  againid  her, 
which  X  clearly  arofe  out  of  the  fadls 
appearing  on  the  charges.  Still  (in 
whatever  mode,  and  at  v/hatever 


*  Rege Jic' volente  (fays  Walfingham)  ferfatta  abjudiccitce  friJUno  Jlatui  reJUtu - 
untur .  j-  From  No.  34.  to  No.  45. 

X  See  the  fubftance  of  the  charges  in  A,  Murimuth  5  MS,  Lambeth  j  Walftng- 
ibm,  &e.  &c, 
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time,  thefe  records  may  have  dif- 
appeared)  it  was  highly  expedient 
that  her  return  to  court  fhould  be 
fandtioned  in  home  manner  by  par¬ 
liament.  There  was  little  hope, 
however,  of  obtaining  tlje  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  lords.  If  a  majority 
of  that  houfe  could  not  be  got  (and 
that  they  could  not,  we  have  already 
feen)  to  agree  in  the  reverfal  of 
the  fentence  againft  lord  Latymer, 
a  nobleman  both  of  talents  and 
courage,  diftinguifhed  in  the  wars 
of  the  continent,  much  lefs  would 
they  be  difpofed  to  favour  Alice 
Ferrers.  It  was  neceftary,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  affair  fhould  fo  be  ma¬ 
naged,  as  not  to  fubmit  the  queftion 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  lords.  Accord¬ 
ingly  it  was  made  a  requefl  from  the 
commons  alone  diredlly  to  the  king ; 
and  the  fpecific  petitions  were  deli¬ 
vered  at  a  time,  when,  as  the  record 
itfelf  obferves,  the  lords  could  not 
take  them  into  confide  ration. 

If  this  explanation  of  the  tranf- 
adlion,  indicated  by  its  own  internal 
evidence,  be  juft,  it  much  ftrength- 
ens  the  authority.  Otherwife  the 
fadt  itfelf  is  funicient,  that,  the  im¬ 
peachment  of  Elys  being  in  the 
hate  above  defcribed,  it  was 
thought  indifpenfable  in  the  fecond 
parliament  to  apply  for  the  king’s 
pardon — to  what  effedt  ?  Not  to  re¬ 
mit  the  penalties  of  a  fentence, 
for  none  had  been  paffed  upon  him, 
but  to  releafe  him  from  his  bail ; 
from  which  he  would  long  before 
have  been  legally  difcharged,  if  the 
impeachment  had  long  before  abated. 

Another  perfon,  for  whom  a  pe¬ 
tition  was  on  this  occafion  prefent- 


ed  in  the  name  of  the  commons, 
was  Adam  de  Bury :  and  there  are 
petitions  word  for  word  the  fame 
in  favour  of  John  de  Leicefter  and 
W alter  Spurrier.  Their  cafes,  there¬ 
fore,  we  may  tonclude  to  have  been 
the  fame ;  though  the  proceeding* 
againft  them  are  loft.  Adam  deBury’s 
cafe,  however,  we  know.  As  foon  a* 
he  had  been  impeached,the  lords  fent 
for  him,  to  anfwer,  but  he  was  not 
to'  be  found.  He  had  fled  into 
Flanders:  the  commons  waited  till 
the  laft  day  of  parliament,  when 
they  exhibited  their  articles  againft 
him.  He  feems,  after  the  duke  of 
Lancafter’s  return  to  power,  to  have 
come  back  and  furrendered  him- 
felf;  for  he  was  now  under  bail  in 
the  new  parliament.  In  confe- 
quence  the  prayer  of  the  commons 
for  him,  was,  that  he  and  his  fureties 
might  be  difcharged. 

This  is  fubjeft  to  the  fame  in¬ 
ferences  as  the  petition  of  Elys: 
but  it  happens  befides  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  a  conftderable  authority, 
the  opinion  of  Selden.  The  com¬ 
mons,  he  obferves,  delivered  their 
impeachment  on  the  laft  day  of 
parliament,  “  to  the  end,  that  the 
particulars  of  their  accufation  might 
remain  upon  record  againft  him 
hereafter  *  — to  what  purpofe,  if 
they  remained  a  dead  letter,  extinft 
for  ever  in  the  very  mopnent  of  their 
birth?  No;  he  here  plainly  implies 
that  right  of  continuation,  which 
he  had  before  direftly  aliened  f  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  againft  the 
duke  of  Buckingham.  For  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  Selden  was  not 
only  eminent  at  the  bar,  particularly 


*  Judic.  in  Pari.  chap.  2. 

See  Whiteloik,  p.  10;  and  Rulh  worth,  vol.i.  p.607:  It  was  probably  to  onq 
of  thefe  that  Lord  Camden  referred.  See  before,  p.  58. — Sir  Edward  Coke,  who 
fpoke  immediately  before  Selden  againft  the  duke,  grounded  hipptfelf  on  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Good  Parliament. 
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(killed  in  our  ancient  records,  and 
a  man  of  the  moll  extenfive  gene¬ 
ral  learning ;  but  an  active  member 
of  parliament,  and  a  manager  of  im¬ 
peachments  :  above  all,  he  was  a  per- 
fon  whom  the  lords  themfelves,  in 
1 6 2 1  ,the  great  year  of  impeachmen  ts 
under  James  the  Firft,  had  felebted 
to  report  to  them  on  the  privileges 
of  the  baronage,  half  of  which  work 
relates  to  their  criminal  jurifdi<5tion, 
and  in  which  the  precedents  of  the 
Good  Parliament  have  a  confpicu- 
ous  place. 

A  fimilar  circumftance  of  acciden¬ 
tal  connexion  with  the  chain  of  mo** 
dern  authorities,  gives  ftill  greater 
importance  to  an  entry  that  follows 
the  feven  unanfwered  petitions,  and 
clofes  the  roll  of  that  year.  It  is 
an  application  of  the  commons,  not  _ 
to  the  king,  requeuing  a  pardon, 
but  to  the  lords,  praying  a  j  udg- 
ment  of  honourable  acquittal  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  fir  Hugh  Faftolf.  The 
terms  of  it  ftrongly  mark  the  vio¬ 
lent  party-fpirit  of  the  commons, 
who,  without  fcruple,  dire&ly  im¬ 
pute  to  the  proceedings  of  their  pre- 
deceflors,  malice  and  hatred,  dander 
and  defamation. 

The  particulars  of  the  impeach¬ 
ment  are  not  known,  as  it  is  one  of 
thofe,  which  have  been  loll  from 
the  records  of  the  former  year ;  but 
at  the  end  of  that  parliament,  the 
commons,  not  being  able  to  bring 
the  caufe  then  to  trial,  had  defired 
that  commiffions  might  ifiue  to  take 
inquefts  generally  on  all  extortions 
and  other  fimilar  wrongs  done  in 
the  two  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  where  the  property  of  fir 
Hugh  Faftolf  lay,  and  fpecially  alfo 
on  the  matters  in  the  articles  exhi¬ 
bited  againft  him.  Seventeen  in¬ 
quefts  had  been  accordingly  taken, 
on  all  which  he  was  acquitted.  The 
commons  now  come  forward,  and 
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pray,  that  the  report  of  the  chief 
commiffioner  may  be  received,  and 
the  fame  of  the  party  impeached 
may  be  cleared.  The  report  was 
accordingly  made  by  fir  John  Ca- 
vendifh,  and  recorded  in  full  par¬ 
liament. 

This  is  one  of  the  precedents  fe- 
lefled  by  the  committee  of  lords  in 
1673,  as  a  foundation  for  the  rule 
then  propofed  and  declared,  that 
all  bufinefs  before  the  houfe  in  their 
court  of  judicature  continued  in 
the  fame  ftate  from  fefiion  to  feflion. 
But  it  clearly  goes  much  beyond 
that  rule.  It  goes  the  whole  length 
to  which  the  rule  was  carried  in 
the  fubfequent  refolution  of  1678; 
finceit  is  the  cafe  of  an  impeachment 
adled  upon  in  a  new  parliament. 

There  ftill  remains,  however,  one 
obfervation  arifing  out  of  this  laid 
impeachment  and  that  of  Elys, 
which  feems  decifive  in  fhevving 
that  the  principle  of  continua¬ 
tion  muft  have  exifted.  It  re¬ 
lates  to  the  mode  of  trial,  the  proof 
being  taken  under  a  commilfion, 
and  then  reported  to  the  houfe,  who 
gave  judgment  agreeably  to  the  re¬ 
port.  This  was  not  unfrequent  of 
old  in  parliamentary  caufes  of 
every  defcription.  It  feems  indeed 
to  have  been  the  right  of  the  pro- 
fecutor  (whether  the  king,  the  com¬ 
mons,  or  an  individual)  fo  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  whenever  the  nature  of  the 
charge,  and  the  locality  of  the  fafts 
charged,  fairly  required  it.  Of  this 
we  have  the  ftrongeft  confirmation, 
in  a  curious  relick,  preferved  among 
the  very  valuable  papers  of  the 
Pafton  family.  It  is  a  fpeech  of 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  on  occafion 
of  his  moving  fuch  a  commiffion  for 
the  proof  of  certain  articles  which 
he  had  brought  againft  the  duke  of 
Somerfet,  the  fhort-lived  fuccef- 
for  qf  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  in 

the 
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the  favour  of  Henry  the  Sixth. 
After  reciting  the  ftate  and  grounds 
of  his  accusation  *,  “  I  require 
“  you  (fays  he,  addrefiing  the 
lioufe  of  lords)  “  for  as  much  as 
<c  the  greater  part  of  the  deeds 
ft  committed  by  the  duke  of  So- 
«f  merfet  have  been  committed  in 
f  (  the  realm  of  France,  that  by  the 
«  laws  of  France,  prccefs  be  made 
“  thereupon;  and  that  all  things 
<e  which  I  have  delivered,  and  fhall 
*{  deliver,  be  feen  and  underftood 
te  by  perfons  having  knowledge  of 
*(  thofe  laws :  and  that  the  deeds 
committed  by  him  in  this  realm, 
*(  be  in  like  manner  feen  and  un- 
“  derllood  by  perfons  learned  in 
e(  the  laws  of  this  land:’* — a  dis¬ 
tinction,  which  may  throw  light  on 
the  prayer  of  the  commons  in  their 
articles  againft  the  duke  of  Suffolk, 
that  proceedings  might  be  had  <(  in 
**  the  fame  parliament,  as  the  matters 
«  and  caufes  required,”  all  the  facts 
there  alledged  having  been  com¬ 
mitted,  or  being  capable  of  proof, 
in  England,  and  upon  the  fpot.  The 
noble  accufer  then  goes  on  to  move 
the  lords,  “  that  for  proof  of  the 
«  charges  they  would  grant  com- 
«  miffions  to  enquire  thereof,  as  by 
“  reafon  and  of  cultom  it  ought  to 
€t  be  doned’—Now  fhew  fuch  a  cuf- 
tom,  and  you  immediately  fhew  the 
neceffity  of  allowing  the  principle 
of  continuation  :  for  what  return 
in  thofe  times  could  have  been  made 
to  fuch  a  commifTion  within  the  ufual 
term  of  a  fingle  parliament  ?  Down 
to  the  reign  ofHenry  the  Sixth,  the 
common  duration  of  a  feffion  (which 
was  then  alfo  the  common  duration 
of  a  parliament)  was  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  days ;  very  few  fate  more 
than  forty  days;  and  the  Good  Par¬ 
liament  was  the  foil  that  lafted  up- 

*  See  our  volume  for 
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wards  of  two  months.  It  would 
have  been  a  mockery  and  a  denial  of 
juftice  to  have  laid,  in  anfwer  to  fuch. 

'an  application,  “  Take  your  com- 
miffion,  but  let  the  proof  fo  obtain¬ 
ed  be  reported  before  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  parliament,  or  there  at  once 
abates  your  profecution.”  But  no 
fuch  anfwer  ever  was  made,  no  fuch 
anfwer  could  be  made,  for  the  peers 
and  judges,  fome  of  whom  were  al¬ 
ways  named  on  fuch  com  millions* 
were  neceffarily  attending  in.dif- 
charge  of  their  duty,  as  long  as  the 
legiflature  was  affembled ;  it  was  in 
the  intervals  only,  that  they  thus 
gave  facility  to  juftice,  and  matured 
caufes  of  ftate,  to  receive  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  enfuing  parliament. 

Such  then  was  the  perfection  in 
which  our  anceftors  eftablilhed  the 
inquifitorial  power  of  the  commons, 
on  the  memorable  occafion,  where 
we  firft  trace  its  exercife.  The 
Good  Parliament  retrofpeflively  a f- 
ferted  the  principle  of  continuation 
in  the  very  outfet  of  their  career, 
on  the  impeachment  of  lord  Laty- 
mer;  thqy  afferted  it  again  profpec- 
tively  at  the  goal  of  their  labours, 
in  the  articles  which  they  exhibited 
againft  Adam  de  Bury;  and  in 
fome  other  of  their  profecutions,  by 
praying  commiffions  for  the  trial  of 
the  fails,  they  afferted  it  under  co¬ 
ver  of  an  accuftomed  practice,  that 
implies  it  as  a  neceffary  and  inva¬ 
riable  confequence.  They  aid  all 
this  without  objection  at  the  time : 
and  what  they  did  was  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  and  this  alone,  afterwards 
fanilioned  by  a  packed  parliament, 
which  was  exprefsly  made  for  the 
obliteration  of  thefe  very  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  with  which,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  every  kind  or  undue  influence 
and  unworthy  artifice  was  employed, 

1788,  Antiquities,  p.  1x3. 
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If  we  purfue  this  point  a  fingle  moderation.  For  when  the  com- 
flep  farther  in  hiflory,  we  fhall  find  mons  petitioned  for  a  council  of 
that  the  fame  great  men  feem  alfo  nine  to  be  named  by  the  lords,  in 
to  have  vindicated  another  leading  addition  to  the  great  officers  of  hate; 
principle  in  the  privilege  of  im-  aiming  by  this  meafure  to  exclude 
peachment.  The  commons*,  to-  lord  Latymer,  and  one  or  two  others 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  Good  Par-  of  the  duke  of  Lancaiter’s  princi-t 
liament,  petitioned  that  none  of  the  pal  friends,  whom,  to  reconcile  all 
perfons  then  impeached  and  judged  parties,  the  great  council  of  the  lords 
might  receive  any  pardon,  and  that  had  previoufly  placed  there;  they 
a  law  to  that  effedl  might  be  ena&ed  fubjoined  J,  “  That  they  did  not  at 
for  all  fitnilar  cafes  in  future.  Par-  “  all  defire  then  to  take  vengeance 
dons,  however,  were  obtained  by  the  “  of  any,  who  had  done  amifs  in 
intervention  of  the  commons  in  the  “  time  pafl,  but  that  in  time  tocome 
manner  above  related,  as  if  the  roy-  “  fuch  evil-doers  might  be  duly 
al  prerogative  alone  were  admitted  “  punifhed.”  This  may  account 
to  be  not  fully  competent.  Soon  why  they  did  not  attempt  to  proceed 
after  this  the  king  died.  On  the  with  any  of  the  unfmifhed  profecu- 
acceffion  of  Richard,  power  once  tions.  It  could  not  have  been  from 
ttiore  changed  hands.  A  pardon  any  regard  to  the  pardons  ;  for 
was  granted  to  the  bifhop  of  Win-  where  judgment  had  been  given, 
chefter,  who  before  had  been  fingly  they  fet  afide  the  pardons  as  mere 
excepted ;  if  it  could  be  called  a  nullities,  -without  condefcending 
pardon,  which  not  fo  much  remitted  to  mention  them.  They  petiti- 
any  offences  to  him,  as  folemnly  de-  oned  that  §  “  all  the  evil  counfellors 
dared  his  innocence.  Sir  Peter  de  “  of  the  late  king,  that  had  before 
la  Mare  was  releafed  from  prifon,  “  been  convi&ed  on  full  evidence, 
and  had  his  pardon  alfo.  A  great  “  and  attainted,  might  be  removed 
council  was  fummoned,  when  the  “  from  the  king’s  councils  ;  and 
lords  appointed  a  new  council  of  “  that  neither  they,  nor  others  like 
twelve,  and  at  the  head  of  it  placed  c<  them,  might  ever  be  admitted 
the  bifhop  of  London  and  the  earl  “  near  the  king’s  perfon,  nor  bear 
of  Marche,  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion  “  office  under  him.”  What  was 
of  the  people,  as  we  are  diftindly  thus  done,  as  well  as  the  impeach- 
told  by  the  ancient  hiflorians  f .  ment  of  Alice  Ferrers  in  this  par- 
Under  thefe  aufpices,  a  parliament  liament,  it  is  certain,  cannot  in 
was  not  long  after  called ;  and  the  ltrift  propriety  be  called  a  continu- 
houfe  of  commons,  to  which  were  ation  of  the  proceedings  in  the  two 
now  returned  all  the  old  members  former  parliaments,  yet  the  impref- 
excluded  from  the  laft  by  the  in-  hon  which  thefe  meafures  made  on 
trigues  of  the  duke  of  Lancatfer,  the  public  clearly  fhews  the  general 
immediately  chofe  fir  Peter  de  la  fenle  of  the  do&rine  lately  fo  dif- 
Mare  for  their  fpeaker.  The  bu-  puted.  An  hiftorian,  who  lived 
fmefs  of  the  houfe  was  by  him  con-  near  the  time,  mentions  the  bu- 
dudled  with  the  fame  ability  as  be-  fmefs  of  this  parliament  almoft  in 
fore,  and  if  poffible  with  greater  the  terms  of  the  refolution  adopted 

*  50  Ed.  III.  No.  188,189.  f  Walfingham, confirmed  fhortly  by  G. Thorn* 
%  Rot.  Pari.  1  Ric.  II.  No.  5.0,  §  lb,  No,  4-9. 
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by  the  lords  in  1673  *  :  te  Thefe 
«  former  members  of  the  Good  Par- 
«  liament  (fays  he)  re  fumed  their 
«  proceedings  in  the  lame  place, 
“  where  they  left  them.” 

Many  other  meafures  were  taken 
by  this  parliament  in  the  fame  fpi- 
rit ;  but  as  they  are  not  connected 
with  the  prefent  fubjeCf,  we  pafs 
them  by.  It  is  glory  fufficient  for 
the  diflinguifned  men  of  that  time 
to  have  fixed  this  key-ftone  of  the 
Englilh  conftitution.  The  power 
of  impeachment  is  alike  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  people  and  the  prince ; 
it  protects  the  people,  by  hold¬ 
ing  forth  a  falutary  terror  to 
ininiAers,  and  by  attaching  on  their 
refponfibility  reconciles  to  public 
fafetv  the  maxim  of  our  conili- 
tution,  which  attributes  a  fort  of 
divinity  to  the  king,  that  he  can  do 
no  wrong:  at  the  fame  time  it  is 
a  privilege  of  the  commons,  that 
calls  into  activity  the  noblefl  privi¬ 
lege  of  the  peers,  tas  hereditary 
judges  of  the  realm,  in  their  origi¬ 
nal  jurifdiCtion,  which  alone,  circum- 
fcribed  by  no  local  limits,  and  fetter¬ 
ed  by  no  rules  but  thofe  of  fubftan- 
tial  juftice,  extends  with  the  extent 
of  our  empire,  and  reaches  acrofs  half 
the  globe  every  offence  of  crimi¬ 
nals,  however  powerful,  that  touches 
tire  profperity,  honour,  or  dignity  of 
the  Britifh  name.  Thus  important  in 
every  confiueration,  it  ought,  even 
for  the  fake  of  the  crown  itfelf,  to  be 
capable  of  being  carried  to  its  def- 
tined  end  uninterrupted  by  the  aCt 
off  the  crown,  whether  direclly  by 
a  pardon,  or  indirectly  by  a  diffo- 
lution ;  and  after  jarring  prece¬ 
dents,  though  of  unequal  authority, 
tinder  the  family  of  Stuart,  we  now 


juftly  reckon  it  a  double  victory 
the  conftitution,  that  the  very  law 
which  fettles  the  crown  on  the  line 
,  of  the  reigning  fovereign,  provides 
againft  the  pleading  of  a  royal  par¬ 
don  in  bar  of  an  impeachment ;  and 
that  the  right  of  the  commons  to 
continue  their  profecutions  from 
parliament  to  parliament  feems  at 
length  to  be  for  ever  afcertained  by 
the  late  folemn  determination :  yet  we 
find  that  in  both  thefe  refpeCts,  we 
have  only  re-eftabliftied  that  purity 
of  principle,  with  which  this  vital 
energy  of  our  confl.it  ution  began. 

The  period,  to  which  this  fubjeCt 
has  led  us,  is  in  itfelf  highly  inte- 
refting.  It  is  the  clofe  of  a  reign 
that  lhines  with  Angular  luftre,  both 
in  our  civil  and  military  annals. 
It  prefents  to  us  the  Black  Prince, 
the  favourite  hero  of  Engiifn  ftory* 
exerting  himfelf  in  the  lafl  moments 
of  his  life,  not  merely  to  fecure  a 
fceptre  to  his  fon,  but  to  fecure  to 
him  alfo  a  well-governed  and  hap¬ 
py  people  :  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
very  (ame  tranfaClions,  we  fee  the 
origin  of  a  long  train  of  fubfequent 
events,  in  the  connection  then  form¬ 
ed  between  the  duke  of  Lancafter 
and  lord  Percy,  who,  for  his  own 
ruin,  and  the  deflruCtion  of  his 
houfe,  was  the  principal  inftrument 
of  railing  Henry  the  Fourth  to  the 
throne.  But  undoubtedly  the  moff 

•*  0 

prominent  objeCl  of  attention  is 
the  completion  which  was  given,  by 
thefe  impeachments  of  the  Good 
Parliament,  to  all  the  conflitutional 
Aruggles  of  this  long  reign  which 
he  muft  accurately  examine  in  the 
records  of  parliament,  who  would 
well  underftand  the  conflitution  of 
his  country.  Till  we  come  down  to 


*  Walfingham,  who  after  telling  us  of  what  members  this  parliament  confifted, 
goes  on  thus  :  “  Hi  itaque  refumentes  petitiones  fuas  eo  in  loco ,  quo  prius  dimife - 
t(  rant >  inftiterunt  de  bannitione  illius  Alicioe  Perrers,  See.  &c.”  He  publifhed 
his  Hypodeigma  Neuflrise  in  1418,  within  forty  years  from  the  time  of  this  par¬ 
liament.  But  the  padage  quoted  in  this  note  is  from  his  hiftory,  which  was  written 
later. 
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the  great  conteft  between  the  king  pugnant  to  the  truth  of  the  record, 
and  parliament,  in  the  time  of  He  muft  neverthelefs  call  in  to  his 
Charles  the  Firft,  (and  the  commons  aid  all  the  lights  which  he  can  ob- 
then  grounded  themfelves,  in  fome  of  tain  from  all  the  hiftorians  who 
their  firft  and  beft  meafures  *,  on  the  lived  neareft  to  the  times  ;  and  from 
precedents  of  the  Good  Parliament)  them  he  muft  gather,  where  he  can, 
all  the  reft  ofourhiftory  put  together  the  party -fpirit  and  complexion  of 
does  not  afford  fo  much  matter  for  the  feveral  parliaments.  From  a 
ufeful  obfervation,  as  the  reigns  of  negleft  of  this  neceflary  caution, 
Edward  the  Third,  Richard  the  writers  of  confiderable  merit  have 
Second,  and  the  firft  years  of  Henry  milled  their  readers  by  taking  their 
the  Fourth.  It  is  much  to  be  wifh-  notions  of  the  conftitution  indif- 


ed,  that  a  new  narrative  were  writ¬ 
ten  of  the  proceedings  in  parlia¬ 
ment  during  thefe  reigns.  The 
rolls  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  public.  The  hiftorian  would 
not,  like  former  writers,  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  draw  his  intelligence  from 
(hallow  and  deceitful  fources.  Fie 
would  have  the  means  of  avoid - 


criminately  from  parliaments  of  the 
beft  and  worft  authority.  They 
make  no  difference  between  the 
two  laft  parliaments  of  Edward  the 
Third,  or  between  the  firft  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Richard  the  Second,  of  fo 
excellent  a  compofition  as  we  have 
feen  it  to  be,  and.  the  laft  parliament 
of  the  fame  prince,  which  was 


ing  the  grofs  errors  into  which  packed  by  intrigues  with  the  fhe- 
they  have  fallen  by  following  the  riffs,  and  fate  in  Wellminfter  Flail 
abridgment,  that  goes  under  the  furrounded  by  an  armed  force,  with 
name  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton;  a  work  bovvs  bent,  and  arrows  levelled  at 
iliort,  confufed,  and  in  fome  very  their  breads. 

memorable  inltancesf  direftly  re-  Had  fuch  a  work  exifted,  much 

*  See  the  fpeech  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  607. 
f  There  is  a  ftri king  proof  of  this  charge  in  the  17th  year  of  Edward  the 
Third.  It  is  well  known  that  the  king  had  revoked  and  abrogated,  by  a  procla¬ 
mation  lent  round  to  the  (heriffs,  a  famous  ftatute  of  the  laft  parliament  j  yet,  it  is 
uniformly  obferved  by  our  hiftcrians,  that  the  commons  (17  Ed.  III.)  (o  far  from 
taking  notice  of  this  arbitrary  conduft,  conl'ented  to  a  regular  repeal :  and  fo  the 
Abridgment  reprefents  their  petition,  p.  39.  No.  27. — But  the  real  petition  is  di¬ 
reftly  the  reverie.  It  ftrongly  demands  the  obfervance  of  the  ftatute  in  quettion, 
as  having  been  purchafed  with  the  valuable  conlideration  of  heavy  fubfidies  for 
two  years.  It  is  true,  that  the  laft  entry  but  one  on  the  ftatute  roll  is  a  repeal, 
nearly  the  fame  in  words  as  the  king’s  anfwer  to  the  petition  of  the  commons  j 
and  it  is  faid  to  have  been  <c  accorded  and  affented — but  by  what  authority  is 
not  faid.  The  neareft  preceding  entry,  which  does  fpecify  at  all,  fpecifies  only 
the  accord  of  the  king  and  the  great  men ,  and  the  entry  immediately  preceding  is 
clearly  an  aft  of  the  king  and  the  lords  alone,  in  their  judicial  capacity;  after 
which,  this  repeal  follows  with  an  “  Item.”  But  what  was  the  conlequence  ?  In 
the  next  parliament  (18  Ed.  III.)  for  the  firft  time,  the  commons  inlifted,  and 
with  effeft,  that  they  might  have  redrefs  of  their  grievances  before  the  end  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  that  a  committee  of  their  houfe  (houid  be  appointed  to  ftay  and  fee, 
that  the  commons  did  not  remain  without  remedy.  Now,  whence  arofe  this 
marked  jealoufy  at  this  particular  period  for  the  firft  time  ?  It  mult  have  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  trick  recently  played  the  commons  after  they  were  gone ;  the 
repeal  is  the  only  thing  on  the  roll  of  the  laft  parliament  to  which  we  can  fairly 
apply  it.  The  check  thus  put  on  the  fraudulent  making-up  of  the  ftatute  roll 
was  afterwards  enforced  at  different  times  in  the  fame  reign,  and  was  the  corner- 
ftone  that  gave  (lability  to  the  power  of  the  commons.  Yet  here  we  find  in  the 
abridgment  a  total  filence,  as  before  a  compleat  milfeprefentation, 


of 
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of  this  chapter  might  have  been 
fpared.  Such  as  the  digreftion  has 
been,  the  fubjeft  and  the  prefent 
crifis  feemed  to  demand  it.  Never 
was  it  fo  neceffary  to  infpire  men 
with  a  veneration  for  the  wifdom  of 
their  ancestors.  While  they,  who 
hid  not  the  means  of  information, 
were  contented  to  admire,  it  was 
of  little  comparative  moment  to  alk 
why  they  did  fo ;  the  conftitution 
wasfafe  in  that  admiration.  Perhaps 
their  attachment  was  the  ftronger, 
as  they  fubftituted*  the  impetuous 
ardour  of  an  honed  palfion  for  the 
flow  affent  of  patient  conviction. 
This  may  be  called  prejudice,  yet 
Purely  it  was  a  prejudice,  laudable  in 
its  foundation,  and  ufeful  in  its  ef¬ 
fects  to  the  community  ;  it  was  ra¬ 
ther  a  fair  preemption  in  favour 
ol  a  conftitution,  under  which  they 
felt  themfelves  to  be  happy.  There 
is  much  greater  danger  at  prefent 
of  their  running  into  an  oppofite 
prejudice,  of  the  moll  mifchievous 
tendency  to  fociety.  The  bufy  part 
of  the  people,  not  having  leifure  for 
long  difquifitions,  may  take  it  for 
granted,  that  they  ought  not  to  ad¬ 
mire  at  all,  what  they  are  told  they 
mud  not  admire  without  an  enquiry 
which  they  cannot  make.  At  the 
fame  time  they  are  flattered  into  a 
ready  belief  of  their  own  fuperiori- 
ty  over  their  forefathers.  It  is  for 
ever  rung  in  their  ears,  that  the 
prefent  is  an  enlightened  age.  All 
now  is  one  blaze  of  difeovery.  To 
fhew  our  title  to  wifdom,  it  is  e- 
nough  that  we  were  born  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
Into  minds  fo  prepared  it  is  then 
eafily  inftilled,  that  our  boafted  con- 
flitution  is  but  a  clumfy  piece  of 
Gothic  patch-work ;  that  the  great 
leaders  of  former  times  knew  no¬ 
thing,  obtained  nothing,  fecured 
nothing ;  only  opprefiion  was  fome- 
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times  reflfted  at  the  inflant  with  a 
fpirit  worthy  of  imitation  for  no¬ 
bler  ends.  Nay,  it  is  fgmetimes 
infilled,  that  the  molt  fplendid  at~ 
chievements  of  liberty  were  but  fo 
many  compromifes  made  by  trea¬ 
chery  or  ignorance;  yet  what  is  thus 
condemned,  it  is  not  thought  necef- 
fary  to  examine.  To  refill  the  effeCl 
of  thefe  bad  arts,  every  opportunity 
fhould  be  feized  to  teach  the  people, 
that  if  they  loved  the  conftitution  of 
their  country  without  reafon,  be- 
caufe  without  knowledge,  yet  their 
affeCtion  was  not  againft  reafon. 
To  this  end,  we  have  dwelt  the 
longer  cn  the  good  deeds  of  a  par¬ 
liament,  which  was  moll  dear  to 
thofe  who  were  the  bell  judges  of  its 
merits;  and  of  this  we  are  perfuad- 
ed,  that  he,  who  moll  carefully 
fearches  into  the  monuments  of 
thofe  times,  will  have  leaft  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  new  light  of  mo- 
deru  philofophy.  He  will  leave 
all  exultation  on  this  head  to  thofe 
who,  concealing  under  an  arro¬ 
gant  contempt  of  antiquity  their 
own  want  of  diligence  to  invefti- 
gate,  or  of  capacity  to  underftand, 
fhut  their  eyes  to  every  thing  before 
the  Revolution;  who,  in  thatlaftof 
many  great  epochs,  look  to  nothing 
that  was  done  by  the  illullrious 
aCtors  in  it,  nothing  that  was  de¬ 
clared  by  the  legiftature,  but  mere¬ 
ly  to  lome  latent  principle  which  is 
now  pretended  to  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  it;  and  who  think  it  only 
w  orthy  of  being  cherifhed,  as  it  may 
be  the  fruitful  feed  and  germ  of 
future  revolutions,  and  not  as  it  is 
the  root  of  an  eftablifhment  which, 
under  the  blefling  of  Providence,  has 
ftruck  its  fpurs  deep  into  the  foil, 
and  all  the  branches  of  which,  vve 
truft,  may  continue  to  defy  the 
ftorms  that  beat  upon  it,  and  threaten 
boon  to  affail  it  with  redoubled  fury. 

CHAP*. 
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War  ‘with  'Tippoo  Sultan.  General  ‘view  of  our  policy  towards  the  Mahom~ 
medan  powers  of  India.  Our  conduit  towards  Hyder  Ally  and  his  fon 
\ Tippoo  Sultan.  Immediate  caufe  of  the  war.  Mr.  Hippefey’s  motion  on  tbi\ 
fubjelt.  Debates .  Mr.  Dundas’s  refolutions  approving  the  conduit  of  lord 
Cornwallis.  XJnfuccefsful  attempt  to  procure  an  abolition  of  the  fave  trade . 
Mr.Wilberforce’  sfpeech.  Summary  of  arguments  on  both  fides.  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  protefing  Roman  Catholics  introduced  by  Mr.  Mitford.  Mr.  Fox 
objects  to  it ,  as  including  Roman  Catholics  only  of  a  particular  defcription. 
Fke  Bench  of  Bi/hops  fupport  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Speech  of  the: 
bijhop  of  St.  David’s. 


THE  excurfion  which  we  made 
in  the  laft  chapter,  into  the 
antient  hiftory  of  our  own  confti- 
tution,  arofe  out  of  an  enquiry  in- 
ftituted  by  parliament,  into  the 
condud  of  our  firrt  governor  gene¬ 
ral  of  Bengal :  we  now  are  con- 
dueled  back,  by  the  train  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  parliament,  to  another 
quarter  of  our  extenfive  empire  in 
the  Eaft.  The  king’s  fpeech  al¬ 
luded  to  hoflilities  which,  in  the 
year  1790,  had  broken  out  in  the 
Southern  extremity  of  Indollan, 
and  in  which  the  Englifh,the  Mak- 
rattas,  the  nizam  of  the  Deccan, 
and  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  were  com¬ 
bined  againft  the  fultan  of  Myfor6. 
Our  relation  of  the  various  events 
of  this  war  we  ihall  referve  till  the 
year  1792,  when  it  was  happily  and 
wifely  terminated  by  the  peace  of 
Seringapatam.  Here,  to  make  the 
debates  on  the  juftice  and  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  meafure  more  intel¬ 
ligible,  we  fhallpremife  alhort  view 
of  our  general  policy  towards  the 
Mahommedan  powers  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  our  refpedive  presi¬ 
dencies,  and  our  adual  condud  to¬ 
wards  Hyder  Ally  Khan  and  his 
fon. 

The  Mahommedan  power  in  My- 
fore  was  wholly  founded  by  Hyder. 
The  events  which  led  to  his  elta- 

Yol.  xxxih.  * 


blilhment,  as  an  independant  poten¬ 
tate,  were  nearly  coeval  with  the 
revolutions  in  Bengal,  which  ended 
in  the  acquifition  of  the  Dewannee 
by  the  company,  and  in  effed  gave 
us  the  dominion  of  a  rich,  fertile, 
and  populous  territory.  Our  ag¬ 
grandizement  fprang  out  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  Mogul  empire, which 
in  confequence  of  fucceflive  inva- 
fions  from  the  fide  of  Perfia,  had 
been  broken  in  pieces  ;  all  the 
viceroys  and  governors  afluming 
independence  in  their  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces  and  diflrids,  and  exhaufting 
their  ftrength  in  mutual  conten¬ 
tions.  But  the  fame  circumftances, 
which  now  favoured  us,  had  long 
before  afiifled  the  great  Hindoo 
power,  the»confederacy  of  the  Mah- 
rattas,  to  extend  their  conquers  inter¬ 
nally  from  the  northern  circars  of 
the  nizam,  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel,  to  the  confines  of  Agra  and 
Delhi,  and  acrofs  from  fea  to  fea, 
from  the  gulf  of  Cambay  to  the  bay 
of  Bengal.  From  their  geographical 
lituation,  in  the  center  of  the  penin- 
fula,  they  prefled  with  a  compad 
and  confolidated  force  againfi;  the 
divided  relics  of  the  Mahommedan 
empire,  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded.  To  the  government  of 
Bengal  they  were  peculiarly  art  ob- 
jed  of  jealcufy  and  alarm :  fince, 
[TJ  under 
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under  an  old  grant  from  the  court 
of  Delhi,  they  afferted  a  claim  to 
the  receipt  of  chout,  or  a  tribute 
of  one-fourth  part  from  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  that  province.  This  had 
been  enforced  by  them  with  an  im- 
menfe  army  of  cavalry,  that  pillag¬ 
ed  all  the  frontier  dillrifls  of  Bengal, 
for  ten  fueceffive  years,  in  the  time 
of  Aliverdy  Khan.  The  internal 
embarraffments  of  thei'rown  govern¬ 
ment  at  length  obliged  them  to  de¬ 
bit,  but  the  ground  of  their  demand 
they  have  never  abandoned. 

Thefe  circumltances  feemed  to 
point  out  an  obvious  policy.  It  was 
our  interefl  to  prefe.rve  all  the  con¬ 
terminous  foubahdars  and  nabobs 
In  fuch  a  Hate  as  to  form  a  barrier 
againfl:  the  common  enemy,  the 
Mahrattas.  To  have  obtained 
that  fecurity  for  the  peace  of  our 


own  polfeffions,  we  fhould  have 
employed  all  our  good  offices.  Hy- 
der  Ally,  more  efpecially,  was  qua¬ 
lified  to  have  been  at  the  head  of 
fuch  a  fyftem.  He  had  raifed  him- 
felf  on  the  ruin  of  an  ancient  dynalty 
of  Hindoo  kings.  While  he  pof- 
feffied  but  a  fmall  part  of  Myfore, 
in  the  chara&er  of  regent,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  fortunes  was  oppofed 
by  the  Mahrattas.  They  befieged 
him  in  the  fortrefs  of  Bangalore 
but  he  repulfed  them,  and  after  he  had 
become  mailer  of  the  whole  king¬ 
dom,  retaliated  upon  them  the  in¬ 
juries  which  they  had  done  him. 
He  was  daily  enlarging  his  bounds 
at  their  expence. 

The  court  of  directors  clearly 
faw,  and  *-  in  their  difpatches  mark-’ 
ed  out  the  track  which  their  fer- 
vants  ihould  follow.  But  the  in- 


*  There  is  one  dlfpatch  of  tfie  directors  in  1769,  which  recapitulates  the  fub- 
ftance  of  their  former  inftruflions  fo  pointedly,  and  fo  clearly  lays  down  the 
policy  which  lord  Cornwallis  purfued,  as  far  as  eircumft-anees  would  allow,  in  the 
treaty  ol  Seringapatam,  that  we  lhall  infert  k  here; 


<e  General  Letter  to  Bengal,  June  30th,  1769. 

Par.  3.  .  “  Tn  feveral  of  our  letters,  fince  we  have  been  engaged  as  principals 
in  the  politics  of  India,  and  particularly  during  the  lalt  two  or  three  years,  we 
have  given  our  opinion,  that  the  moll  prudent  fyllem  we  could  purfue,  and  the  mofl 
likely  to  be  attended  with  a  permanent  fecurity  to  our  polfeffions,  would  be  to 
mcline  to  thole  tew  chiefs  of  Indoltan,  who  yet  preferve  an  independence  of  the 
Mahratta  power,  and  are  in  a  condition  to  Hruggle  with  them;  for,  lb  long  as 
they  are  able  to  keep  tip  that  llruggle,  the  aequilitions  of  the  company  will  run 
•no  rilk  of  dilturhance. 

Far.  4.  ‘‘I  he  Rohillas,  the  Tints,  the  nabob  ©f  the  Decan,  the  nabob  of 

Oude,  and  the  Myfere  chief ,  have  each  in  their  turn  kept  the  Mahrattas  in  action, 
and  we  wilh  them  Hill  to  do  it ;  it  is  therefore  nvitb  great  concern  <zve  fee.  the  <ivar 
continuing  •with  Hyder ,  and  a  probability  of  a  rupture  with  Sujah  Dowla  and 
Nizam  Ally.  In  fuch  wars,  we  have  every  thing  to  fofe  and  nothing  to  gain  ; 
for,  fuppofmg  our  operations  to  he  attended nvitb  the  utmof  fuccefs,  and  our  enemies 
reduced  to  cur  mercy ,  ave  can  only  nvijh  lo  fee  them  refored  to  the  condition  front 
wltu  n  they  let  out,  that  is  to  fuch  a  degree  of  force  and  independence  as  may  enable 
them  Jtii l  to  keep  up  the  cent eft  nvitb  the  Mahrattas,  and  nvitb  each  other.” 

( 

_For  the  inveterate  enmity  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  Hyder  Ally,  fee  the  *  Analyfi* 
of  n  ia,  by  Mi.  R.  J.  Sullivan,  a  gentleman  whole  authority  is  imqueftionable  in 

tc  P,  ’  as  ’e  ^ia'*  an  agent  of  the  nabob;  See  alia  our  volumes  for 
,769  anu  iySz. 

.  ..  -  ffaeace 
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fluence  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  over 
the  prefldency  of  Madras,  is  well 
known;  and  he  was  the  inveterate 
enemy  of  the  Myfore  chief.  At  Once 
to  gratify  his  ambition,  and  to  emu¬ 
late  the  late  fplendid  acquifltions 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the 
prefident  and  council,  about  the  year 
1767,  entered  cm  a  plan  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  foubahdarry  of  the  Deccan 
for  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  of  re- 
inflating  the  royal  family  of  Myfore, 
under  the  protection  of  the  fame 
nabob  and  the  Englilh.  This  was 
met  by  a  counter-treaty  of  partition 
between  Hyder  and  the  nizam.  A 
war  enlued.  Beaten  in  the  field,  Hy¬ 
der  Hill  had  the  addrefs  to  baffle  all 
our  operations,  by  avoiding  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement,  cutting  off  our  gar- 
rifons,  and  intercepting  our  con¬ 
voys  ;  while  his  fon  Tippoo,  then 
a  youth  of  eighteen,  at  the  head  of 
a  confiderable  detachment  of  horfe, 
furprizecl  the  town,  and  almoft  car¬ 
ried  the  fort  of  Madras.  After  one 
campaign,  a  treaty  was  concluded 
with  the  nizam  ;  and  it  was  made 
an  exprefs  Aipulation,  that  he  fliould 
join  in  punifhing  his  late  ally  as  a 
rebel  and  ufurper;  .while,  for  a  dif- 
tridt,  formerly  wrefled  by  Hyder 
from  the  nizam,  and  now  ceded 
to  us  by  the  latter,  we  agreed  to  pay 
chout  to  the  Mahrattas.  But  we 
were  faved  the  payment  of  this 
chout,  for  we  never  were  able  to 
get  poffeflion  of  the  lands ;  and  the 
hext  year  the  rebel  and  ufurper  dic¬ 
tated  a  peace  to  us  at  the  gates  of 
Madras. 

The  difgrace  which  we  had  thus 
fuffered  feems  to  have  made  a 
deeper  impreflion  on  our  minds 
than  the  moderation  with  which 
Hyder  ufed  his  advantage.  Nor 
did  the  nabob  of  Arcot  ceafe  to 
employ  all  his  influence  to  inflame 
our  hpimofity.  The  treaty  fixed  the 


rate  at  .which  affiflance  was  to  be 
mutually  afforded :  Hyder  often  ap¬ 
plied,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the 
Mahrattas,  but,  the  company  not 
being  pofltively  bound  by  the  letter 
of  the  treaty,  no  aid  was  ever  given. 
During  ten  years  of  peace  he  was 
more  and  more  alienated  from  us. 

The  year  17 79  opened  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fcene.  The  Mahrattas 
were  at  war  both  with  the  Englifh 
and  with  the  chief  of  Myfore. 
They  were  inclined  to  an  accom¬ 
modation  with  uS,  in  the  hope  of 
gaining  our  affiflance  for  the  ruin 
of  Hyder.  On  his  part,  he  pro- 
pofed  a  treaty  of  clofer  amity  with 
us.  We  declined  both ;  and  fuch 
was  the  infatuated  conduct  of  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  though  dil- 
approved  by  the  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bengal,  that  the  nizam  at 
the  fame  time  was  fo  exafperated 
by  them,  as  to  projefl  and  form 
the,  great  league  between  three 
powers  the  moil  rootedly  hoflile— > 
himfelf,  Hyder  Ally,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  members  of  the  Mahratta 
confederacy;  among  whom  may  be 
reckoned,  on  this  occafion,  the  ra¬ 
jah  of  Berar.  We  now  once  more 
fmarted  under  the  vengeance  of 
Hyder.  He  again  invaded  the  Car¬ 
natic,  defolating  the  country  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  carrying  fire,  {Word, 
and  famine  to  the  gates  of  Madras. 
Upon  him,  therefore,  as  our  moft 
formidable  antagonifl,  all  our  in¬ 
dignation  was  turned  :  and,  prefled 
as  Mr.  Haflings  was  in  1780,  by 
the  complicated  difficulties  of  the 
war  (fo  prefled,  as  to  purchafe  the 
neutrality  of  Berar  with  a  large 
fum  of  mpney,  which,  on  whatever 
pretence  it  may  have  been  paid,  was 
received  under  the  name  of  chout 
from  Bengal)  he  yet  urged  it  as  a 
neceflary  condition  of  peace  with 
the  Mahrattas,  that  they  fliould  joiq 
[f  2]  their 
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their  troops  with  ours,  for  the  ex-  and.  hircarrahs  to  penetrate  thele 
tirpation  of  their  confederate  and  myfteri.es  of  the  Duroar.  Mr.  Haf- 
partner  of  the  war.  But  they  re-  tings  himfelf  published  them  in  the 
jetted  the  propofilion  with  ftrong  Eaft,  with  his  narrative  ol  the  in¬ 
language  of  difdain  :  <c  Would  not  furredftion  in  Benares.  The  nabob, 
«  this,”  faid  they,  “  fix  the  ftamp  therefore,  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
€<  of  infamy  upon  us  for  ever?  the  plot  for  his  deffruftion:  how 
“  Would  any  prince,  for  genera-  the  knowledge  of  it  affected  him, 
tior.s  to  come,  ever  after  affift  or  he  did  not  live  to  ma^ufeil  by  his 


“  unite  with  the  pefhvva?”  At 
the  fame  time  they  regretted  the 
lofs  of  the  former  opportunity, 
“  which  would  not  have  left  a  trace 
of  Hyder and  they  hinted  far¬ 
ther,  “  that,  as  for  the  fake  of  ap- 
pearances  a  pretence  was  necef- 
#£  fary,  they  would  confult  and  fmd 
*£  out  fome  accufation  again#  him 
<£  the  fir#  opportunity.”  Andfub- 
jed  to  this  mental  refervation,  this 
fecret  underftanding,  inimical  to 
Hyder,  was  the  treaty  with  the 
Mahrattas  ultimately  concluded. 
The  governor-general,  in  a  fhort 
fet  of  rnftrudlions  to  Mr.  Anderfon, 
one  of  his  negociators,  recurs  no 
lefs  than  three  times  to  the  topic  of 
Hyder  Ally.  This  is  the  burthen 
of  all — “  We  want  nothing  of  the 
<c  Mahrattas  but  their  affiftance 
again#  Hyder.”  In  decency,  he 
admits,  they  cannot  make  a  pofi- 
tive  engagement  to  this  effedl : 
4£  but  prevail  upon  them,”  adds  he, 
<(  to  invade  his  dominions ;  pretexts 
4<  will  not  be  wanting  when  they 
“  fhall  perceive  the  facility  of 
*(  making  conquefts  upon  him.” 

Hitherto  the  Myfore  chief,  while 
he  complained  of  the  treatment 
1  which  he  received  from  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Madras,  had  profefibd 
much  refped  for  our  other  prefi- 
dencies,  and  the  Englifh  nation  in 
general.  The  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment  had  now  declared,  if  poftible, 
Hill  more  violently  again#  him. 
Nor  was  there  any  need  of  fpies 


adions. 

He  was  fucceede#  by  his  fon 
Tippoo,  who  fir#  affumed  the  title 
of  Sultan.  Young,  enterprifing, 
fuperior  to  his  father  in  military  ta¬ 
lents,  as  inferior  to  him  in  the  diffi- 
mulation  of  Indian  politics,  and 
nurfed  in  conflids  with  the  Engliih* 
from  whom  he  had  gathered  his  fir# 
laurels,  we  cannot  wonder,  if  he  felt 
a  deeper  refentment  of  our  beha¬ 
viour.  He- accepted  indeed  propo- 
fals  for  a  pacification,  which  was 
expedient  for  his  own  affairs  at  the 
commencement  of  his  rdgn  :  yet  it 
is  highly  probable,  that  he  waited 
only  for  a  favourable  occafion  to 
diftrefs,if  not  to  deftroy  us.  The  hof* 
tile  difpofition  evinced  by  our  gover¬ 
nors,  from  the  fir#  eftabiiffiment  of 
his  father’s  power,  could  not  but  have 
,  fixed  a  fufpicion  and  dread  of  us, 
not  to  be  removed  by  the  vvifer.  and 
more  equitable  adminiff ration  of 
one  man.  He  had  too  much  reafon 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to 
confider  us  as  the  unalterable  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  family  and  throne ;  it 
was  natural  therefore,  that  after  our 
la#  intrigues  with  the  Mahrattas, 
he  ffiould  draw  c'ofer  his  alliance 
with  the  ancient  enemies  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  our  inten¬ 
tions  were  now  upright  and  lincere, 
we  could  only  regulate  our  condudl 
by  that  of  the  Sultan.  All  who 
adminifter  public  affairs  are  under 
the  defpotic  controul  of  emitting 

circuni- 
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circumftances.  He  who  ails  with 
confcientious  integrity,  as  they  di¬ 
rect,  does  his  duty.  Some  reference 
may  be  had  to  the  paft,  but  if  we 
formerly  endangered  the  fafety  of 
another,  no  fenfe  of  juftice  directs 
us  in  return  to  betray  our  own.  We 
certainly  did  not  leek  the  pretext 
of  a  quarrel.  It  is  faid,  that  we 
refufed  to  aid  the  Mahrattas  in  the 
invalion  of  Myfore;  and  though 
we  had  too  much  room  to  fufpeift, 
yet  we  did  not  haftily  refent  the 
Sultan’s  evafion  of  the  article  in  his 
treaty,  by  which  he  flipulated  to 
liberate  all  his  Englifh  prifoners : 
but  it  was  impoftible  to  overlook 
his  defigns,  when  he  publicly  fent 
a  fplendid  embafiy  to  the  court  of 
France.  The  condition  of  that 
kingdom  at  the  time,  when  the  re¬ 
volution  was  preparing,  and  almoft 
ready  to  explode,  prevented  any 
unfriendly  interference  from  that 
quarter ;  and  jealous  as  Spain  then 
began  to  be  of  our  new  fettjements 
and  commerce  juft  opening  in  the 
South  Seas,  by  means  of  our  Orien¬ 
tal  poiTeflions,  yet  die  alone  could 
not  venture  to  provoke  the  might 
of  Great  Britain.  Still  it  became 
neceftary  for  us  to  be  vigilant,  and 
to  anticipate,  where  we  could,  and 
when  in  juftice  we  might,  the  eftedls 
of  a  combination,  which  other  times 
might  call  into  addon  injurioully, 
if  not  fatally  to  our  interefts  in  the 
Eaft.  We  could  ill  truft  the  love 
of  peace  profefted  by  the  national 
affembly.  From  the  beginning,  no 
fecret  was  made  of  thofe  views, 
which  foon  after,  and  long  before 
any  difpute  with  this  country,  were 
openly  declared  by  the  leaders  of 
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the  revolution  and  their  adherents ; 
who  inveighed,  in  the  reports  of 
their  committees,  and  in  popular 
publications,  againft  the  former 
negledl  of  India.  They  brought  it 
as  a  principal  charge  againft  the 
old  government,  that,  *  “  under  pre- 
“  tence  of  trade,”  they  had  not  col¬ 
lected  a  great  force  of  lhips  and 
men,  ready  at  the  firft  ftgnal  to 
pour  down  upon  us  from  their 
iflands  in  the  Eaftern  Ocean. 

Of  the  oftenfible  ground  of  the 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  we  fha.ll 
now  give  a  fummary  account. — The 
Dutch,  for  150  years,  had  been  in 
pofleflion  of  two  forts,  Cranganore 
and  Jacottah ;  which  they  took  from 
the  Portugueze,  who  had  been  maf- 
ters  of  them  nearly  as  much  longer. 
They  are  fttuated  between  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Myfore  and  Old  Cochin,  their 
moll  valuable  fettlement  in  India. 
Cranganore,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  boundary  of  the  Myforean 
kingdom,  was  deemed  by  Ryder 
Ally  a  place  of  confiderable  impor¬ 
tance  ;  which  induced  him,  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  rupture  with  the  Englifh, 
in  the  year  1780,  to  feize  and  gar- 
rilbn  it,  under  pretence  that  it  be¬ 
longed  to  his  tributary,  the  rajah 
of  Cochin.  The  Dutch,  however, 
during  that  war,  again  contrived 
to  obtain  poftefiion  of  it,  Hyder  Al¬ 
ly  being  compelled  to  withdraw  all  , 
his  garrifons  from  the  Malabar 
coaft.  Of  the  condudl  of  the 
Dutch  on  this  occafion,  who  were 
at  the  fame  time  leagued  with  Hy¬ 
der  and  the  French  againft  the  Eng¬ 
lifh,  complaints  were  made  by  the 
enraged  nabob.  Afterwards,  by 
the  mediation  of  the  French,  the 


*  See  La  Croix  on  the  Conftitutions  of  Europe,  Engl.  Tranf.  vol.  ii.  p.  340, 
and  the  note.  The  original  was  publifhed  early  in  1791  j  the  tranflation  early  in 
179a.  Briffottoo,  in  his  celebrated  pamphlet  publifhed  in  May  1793,  accufes  his 
opponents  for  not  having  ufed  “  the  implacable  enmity"  of  the  Eaftern  Mithri- 
dates  againft  this  country.  Engl.  Tranf.  p.  66. 
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affair  was  fome  way  or  other  com- 
promifed.  Tippo.o,  however,  in 
the  year  1789,  again  laid  claim  to 
the  fort,  and  relolved  to  fupport  his 
claim  by  the  Iword.  die  marched, 
in  the  month  of  June,  a  formidable 
army  towards  Cranganore,  with  an 
avowed  intention  of  recovering  it, 
Alarmed  at  thefe  preparations,  the 
'Dutch  immediately  propoied  to  fell 
both  the  forts  cf  Cranganore  and 
jacottah  to  the  rajah  of  Travan¬ 
core,  an  ally  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment.  The  rajah,  depending  per¬ 
haps  upon  our  aftiftance,  if  attacked 
by  Tippoo  Sultan,  acceded  to  the 
propofal  of  the  Dutch  ;  who,  by  this 
happy  manoeuvre,  interpofed  the 
terrific  aegis  of  Britifh  protection 
between  the  territory  of  their  rel¬ 
iefs  foe  and  their,  own  rich  but  fee¬ 
ble  fettlement  at  Cochin.  The  ful- 
tan,  irritated  that  the  rajah  fhould 
make  fuch  a  purchafe  without  his 
confent,  to  whom  he  infilled  the 
forts  in  right  belonged,  and  haying 
pretended  that  fome  of  his  rebel 
fubjeCls  had  found  an  afylum  in  the 
rajah’s  dominions,  collefled  a  pow¬ 
erful  force,  and  on  the  29th  of  De¬ 
cember  commenced  a  fudden  attack 
upon  the  lines  (or  boundary)  of 
Travancore.  It  was  impoflible  that 
we  could  behold  a  proceeding  of 
this  kind  with  indifference.  We 
had  no  right  to  decide  on  the  juftice 
of  the  ©ppolite  claims,  without  the 
confent  of  both  parties;  but  even  a 
difputed  title,  in  an  acknowledged 
ally,  was  enough  to  warrant  us  in 
protecting  him  by  arms  again  ft  an 
armed  aggreffion>  efpccially  from 
an  ambitious  monarch,  who  at  that 
very  time  ,  was  fufpeCted  of  plotting 
the  total  deftruCtion  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire  in  India.— Such  was  the  origin 
of  our  interference  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion. 

Jn  conference  of  the  paffage  In 

-f  '  ‘ 


his  majefty’s  fpeech  relating  to  this 
fubject,  Mr.  Hippefley,  on  the  22d 
of  December,  1790,  moved, that  co¬ 
pies  of  the  coirefpondence  relative 
to  the  attack  of  Tippoo  Sultan  on 
the  lines  of  Travancore,  fhould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  He  ftated 
that  the  rajah  of  Travancore,  v/ho 
was  our  ally,  had  purchafed  the  forts 
of  Cranganore  and  jacottah  of  the 
Dutch.  Tippoo  Sultan  obieCled  to 
the  legality  of  this  purchafe,  affert- 
ing  in  his  own  right  a  feudal  claim 
to  the  forts  in  queftion,  as  fovereign 
of  Myfore.  The  rajah  having 
peremptorily  refufed  to  reiinquifh 
the  forts,  Tippoo  marched  towards 
the  Travancore  lines,  (the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  rajah’s  territory)  and 
commenced  hoiiilities.  Such  was 
the  fimple  ftatement  of  the  faCl. 
But  before  we  took  up  the  caufe  of 
the  rajah,  he  contended,  that  we 
ought  to  confider,whether  Tippoo’s 
claim  might  not  be  founded  upon, 
law,  agreeably  to  the  eilablifhed 
feudal  i  yftem  of  India  ;  and  whether 
the  rajah  himfelr  had  aCted  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  entitled  to  our 
fupport.  Cranganore  was  fituated 
north  of  Travancore,  and  of  Cochin. 
Cochin  had  been  indifputably  tri¬ 
butary  to  Hyder  Ally,  and  he 
believed  to  Tippoo.  Cranganore 
was  probably  in  the  fame  predica¬ 
ment  ;  the  prefumption  was  cer¬ 
tainly  in  favour  of  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion,  as  moil  of  the  little  rajah- 
fhips  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  had 
been  at  fome  time  or  other  tributary 
to  the  Myforean  Sultan.  The  cir- 
cumftance  cf  Cranganore’s  having 
been  in  the  poiiefiion  of  the  Dutch, 
was  obferved  to  be  of  no  confe- 
quence,  as  ftill  it  might  have  owed 
fealty  to  Tippoo.  ' 

The  rajah  of  Travancore  had 
long  wiihed  to  obtain  thefe  forts, 
and  had  applied  about  two  years 

before 
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before  to  Sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
then  governor  of  Madras,  for  per- 
miffion  to  negociate  a  purchafe  ;  but 
Sir  A.  Campbell  expreffed  his 
diredt  difapprobation  of  the  mea- 
fure.  After  that  gentleman  had 
left  India,  the  rajah  wrote  to  his 
fucceffor  Mr.  Holland,  briefly  ob- 
ferving  that  he  had  completed  the 
purchafe  of  the  forts  of  Cranganore 
and  Jacottah,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Britilh.  government.  In  l'uch 
a  tranfadion,  he  conceived,  that 
there  appeared,  on  the  part  of  the 
rajah,  more  deceit  than  honour. 

In  defence  of  Tippoo’s  condud, 
lie  thought  likev/ife  it  might  be 
fairly  argued,  that  it  was  impofiible 
for  him,  as  fultan  of  Myfore,  to 
behold  the  transfer  of  thefe  forts 
to  the  rajah  of  Travancore  with  in¬ 
difference.  In  the  hands  of  the 
Dutch,  a  mere  trading  company, 
Cranganore  was  of  little  import¬ 
ance;  but  in  the  pofTellion  of  an 
aCtive  ally  of  the  Britiihgovernment, 
it  alfumed  a  very  different  afped. 

As  he  questioned  the  juflice,  fo 
had  he  his  doubts  upon  the  policy 
of  the  war.  The  Mahrattas  and 
the  nizam  were  to  be  our  allies. 
In  his  opinion,  little  aependance 
could  be  placed  on  either.  Mahratta 
faith  was  as  proverbial  in  India  as 
the  Punica  fides  had  been  in  ancient 
Rome.  And  could  we,  he  exclaim¬ 
ed',  fo  eafily  forget  the' general  con¬ 
federacy  of  1780  among  the  native 
po.vers;  a  confpiracy  headed  by 
the  nizam  himfelf,  the  objed  of 
which  was,  to  exterminate  the 
Britilh  nation  from  India? 

On  the  fubjed  of  refources,  he 
remarked,  that  Tippoo  had  an  army 
of  150,000  men,  a  large  corps  of 
Europeans,  well  officered,  and  an 
admirable  train  of  artillery.  He 
poffeffed  a  revenue  of  five  millions, 
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and  could  boaft  a  treafury  of  at 
Ieafl:  eight  or  nine  millions.  To  all 
this  what  could  we  oppofe,  but  an 
exhaufted  treafury,  and  a  tottering 
credit  ? 

Mr.  Francis  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  argued  againfl  the  im¬ 
policy  of  extending  our  territories 
in  India,  and  of  forming  alliances 
with  the  native  princes  of  that 
country^  He  obferved,  that  there 
exifted  a  mutual  jealoufy  between 
Tippoo  and  the  nizam,  which  it 
was  our  intereft  to  encourage. 
But  the  Mahrattas  were  the  power, 
which  we  had  moft  reafon  to  dread. 
It  would  therefore  be  extremely  un- 
wife  to  extirpate  Tippoo,  if  his 
extirpation  depended  upon  our 
will,  as  fuch  a  circumflance  would 
give  the  Mahrattas  an  extent  of 
territory,  and  a  degree  of  influence, 
which  might  prove  highly  dange¬ 
rous  to  the  Britilh.  interefts  in 
India. 

Mr.  Dundas  ftated,  that  Cranga¬ 
nore,  Jacottah,  and  Cochin  were 
places  of  confidence  ftrength  in 
the  hands  of  the  Dutch.  That 
politic  people,  being  alarmed  at  the 
warlike  preparations  of  Tippoo, 
pointing  towards  the  quarter  in 
which  thefe  poffeffions  were  fituated, 
became  defirous  of  making  over 
the  forts  of  Cranganore  and  Ja¬ 
cottah  to  the  rajah  of  Travancore, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  our  ally ; 
that,  by  thus  in  effeCt  throwing 
them  Solves  under  the  protection  of 
the  Britifh  government,  they  might 
raife  a  barrier  to  Cochin,  their 
molt  valuable  poffeffion  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  India.  After  the  purchafe 
was  completed,  Tippoo  Sultan  fet 
up  a  fort  of  claim  to  the  forts  in 
queltion  hy  way  of  obtaining  a  pre¬ 
text  for  his  holtile  proceedings. 
But  this  was  not  the  firil  time  that 
[F  4]  the 
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the  ambitious  views  ofTippoo  had 
been  manifefted.  In  the  year  1788 
he  advanced  with  a  formidable  army 
to  the  frontiers  of  Travancore, 
without  the  lead  provocation  on 
the  part  of  the  rajah  ;  and  was  with 
difficulty  induced,  notwithftanding 
the  fpirited  remonftrances  of  the 
Britilh  government,  to  retire  to  his 
ov/n  dominions.  He  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  a  reftlefs  tyrant,  ever  bent 
upon  fchemes  of  aggrandizement, 
and  ever  viewing  us  with  a  jealous 
and  a  hoilile  eye.  We  had  on  our 
part  mod  religioufly  kept  the  treaty 
of  Mangalore,  but  he  had  conti¬ 
nually  fhewn  an  inclination  to 
violate  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  remarked,  that,  how 
numerous  foever  the  troops  of  our 
adverfary  might  be,  and  whatever 
might  be  his  revenues,  we  had  Jittle 
to  fear  on  that  head,  as  our  army 
in  India  wa$  perhaps  the  fined  that 
had  ever  appeared  in  that  part  of 
the  world ;  and  as,  indead  of  fup- 
porting  a  war  againd  the  French, 
the  Dutch,  the  Mahrattas,  all  the 
European  and  all  the  native  powers, 
we  fhould  contend  with  only  one 
of  them. 

Mr.  Fox,  in fupporting  the  grounds, 
taken  by  Mr.  Hippefley  and  Mr. 
Francis,  faid,  that  he  truded  that  a 
war  for  conqued  would  never  be 
undertaken  by  England,  either  in 
India  or  in  Europe. 

The  motion  pafled  without  op^ 
petition. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  Mr. 
Hippefley  moved,  that  the  35th 
claufe  of  an  ad  made  in  the  24th 
year  of  his  prefent  majedy,  which 
difavowed  all  fchemes  for  the  ex - 
tenfion  of  our  territories  in  India, 
might  be  read;  and  that  the  id, 
26,  3d,  4th,  5th,  23d,  and  44th  re- 
folutions  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
pn  the  15  th  of  April  1782,  might 


be  likewife  read.  He  then  quoted 
feveral  extracts  from  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  in  the  years  1768,  1770, 
and  1771,  tending  to  prove,  that  it 
would  be  always  our  bed  policy  to 
regard  the  Mahrattas  with  a  dif- 
trudful  dread,  and  to  preferve  at 
any  price  the  friendfhip  of  the 
fultan  of  My  fore. 

Previoufly  to  entering  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  war,  the  members  of 
oppofition  feverely  animadverted  on 
the  treaties  of  offend  ve  and  defenflve 
alliance,  which  had  been  recently 
concluded  with  the  Mahrattas  and 
the  nizam.  As  Tippoo’s  invafion  of 
the  territory  of  Travancore  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  the  origin  of  the  war, 
it  was  remarked,  that  the  defence  of 
the  rajah,  the  reparation  due  to  him, 
and  his  future  fecurity,  ought  to  have 
been  particularly  provided  for  in 
thofe  treaties ;  but  that  in  fad  he 
was  not  once  named  in  them.  Not 
a  Angle  word  occurred,  which  al¬ 
luded  to  the  caufe  of  the  quarrel,  or 
from  which  it  might  be  inferred, 
that  the  interefls  of  the  rajah  were 
ever  thought  of.  We  could  only 
colled  from  .them,  that  Tippoo 
was  a  common  enemy,  that  having 
had  engagements  with  the  three 
contrading  parties,  he  had  aded 
with  infidelity  towards  all ;  and  that 
we  ought  to  deprive  him  of  the 
means  of  diflurbing  the  general 
tranquillity  in  future. 

The  queftion  of  our  interfe¬ 
rence  was  Hated  to  be  Amply  this ; 
whether  by  any  ad  of  guarantee, 
expreifed  or  implied,  in  the  treaty 
of •  Mangalore,  we  were  bound  to 
defend  the  rajah  of  Travancore  in 
thofe  dominions  only,  which  he  poffi 
fefled  at  the  date  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  or  to  extend  our  protedian 
to  fubfequent  acquifitions  made  by 
him*  without  our  confent  or  know- 
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ledge.  Upon  the  fuppcfition  that 
we  were  bound  to  defend  him  in 
thofe  dominions  only,  which  he 
poffeffed  at  the  date  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  (a  fuppofition  certainly  the 
moft  reafonable)  there  could  not 
cxift  the  lead;  poffible  occafion  for 
our  involving  ourfelves  in  the  bufi- 
nefs. 

But  arguments  were  not  only 
brought  againft  the  neceffity  of  our 
interference,  but  againft  the  juf- 
tice  of  it.  The  rajah  was  faid 
to  be  the  aggreffor,  and  not  Tip- 
poo.  In  Support  of  this  opinion, 
Several  extraXs  were  quoted  from 
the  correspondence  of  our  gover¬ 
nors  in  India,  one  of  which  was 
to  the  following  effeX,  “That  the 
rajah,  by  engaging  in  new  con¬ 
nexions  with  the  Dutch,  and  by 
making  conclufive  purchafes  of 
forts  or  places  in  the  territories  of 
one  of  the  tributaries  of  Tippoo 
Sultan  (viz.  the  rajah  of  Cochin,) 
not  only  without  his  confent,  but 
even  at'  the  time  when  Such  tribu¬ 
tary  was  threatened  with  his  refent- 
ment,  would  juftly  draw  Tippoo’s 
refentment  upon  himfelf,  and  by 
the  fame  tranfaXion  forfeit  all  right 
to  the  company’s  friendfhip  or  in¬ 
terference  in  his  favour.”  Thatthe 
rajah  aXed  under  the  confcioufnefs 
of  being  engaged  in  an  unjuft  and 
difnonourable  tranfaXion,  appeared 
from  the  duplicity  which  he  praXifed 
towards  the  Britifh  government; 
for  the  court  of  direXors  de¬ 
clared  that  nothing  exifted  on  the 
Madras  records  to  corroborate  his 
aftertion  of  having  obtained  our 
confent  to  the  purchafe;  and  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  himfelf  ex- 
prefsly  denied,  that  he  had  ever 
given  Such  confent ;  but  obferved, 
th^t  on  the  contrary  he  had  Signified 
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his  entire  disapprobation  of  the 
meafure. 

The  impolicy  of  the  war  was 
ftrongly  urged.  Inftead  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  annihilate  the  My* 
forean  power,  it  was  contended 
that  it  would  be  our  greateft  wif- 
dom  to  Support  hnd  encourage  it; 
and  to  preferve  it  as  a  ufeful  bar¬ 
rier  againft  the  more  formidable 
power  of  the  Mahrattas.  In  this 
point  of  view,  prefen t  fuccefs  would 
prove  future  calamity  ;  and  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  the  tyrant,  whom  we 
oppofed,  our  own  ruin. 

But,  whatever  our  inclinations 
might  be  in  this  re fpeX,  it  was  con¬ 
fidently  afferted  that  we  were  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  expences  of  an 
Indian  war.  It  was  remarked,  from 
the  confeffion  of  our  governors  them- 
felves  in  India,  that  our  revenues 
were  exhaufted ;  that  the  importance 
of  the  places  in  difpute  could  not  be 
oppofed  to  the  ferious  confequences 
of  engaging  in  hoftilities ;  and  that 
it  was  a  conteft,  which,  even  if  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs,  could  not  prove 
advantageous  to  our  affairs.  In 
the  fingle  article  of  bullocks,  it  was 
conceived  that  we  fhould  incur  an 
annual  expence  of  700,000 1.  Un¬ 
der  Such  circumftances,  a  prudent 
government,  inftead  of  yielding  to 
every  flight  impulfe  of  refentment* 
fhould  have  liftened  to  an  accom¬ 
modation  ;  inftead  of  inflaming  the 
quarrel,  fhould  have  laboured  to 
appeafe  it. 

In  reply  it  was  ftated,  that 
an  attack  had  been  aXually  made 
by  Tippoo  Sultan  on  the  lines 
of  Travancore,  which  we  were 
bound  by  the  treaty  of  Mangalore 
to  refent :  on  that  ground  alone  had 
we  entered  into  the  war.  The  con- 
duX  of  the  rajah  bad  not  been  Such 
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as  to  jullify  our  defertion  of  him. 
But  even  granting  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  error,  our  Indian  go¬ 
vernors  would  by  no  means  have 
aided  prudently,  if  they  had  given 
him  up  to  the  vengeance  of  Tip- 
poo.  The  pretended  claim  of  that 
tyrant  to  the  forts,  was  not  the  real 
origin  of  the  war.  Had  this  been 
the  cafe,  he  would  certainly  have' 
xrmoniirated  previoufly  to  any  hof- 
tile  preparations ;  inftead  of  that,  he 
marched  with  1 50,000  men  to  the 
lines  of  Travancore,  before  he  had 
made  the  lead  complaints  again  ft 
the  xajih’s  conduit.  His  plea  of  a 
prior  claim,  was  -a  mere  pretext  af¬ 
terwards  fet  up  to  give  a  colour  of 
juiiice  to  his  ambitious  aefjgns 
againil  the  rajah’s  dominions.  By 
getting  pofiefiion  ofCranganore  and 
jacottah,  the  keys  of  the  rajahfhip 
of  Travancore,  he  hoped  to  obtain 
the  ability  of  overrunning,  at  his 
pleafure,  the  whole  kingdom.  It 
rmift  likewife  be  evident,  that  when¬ 
ever  Tiopoo  fhould  be  mailer  of 
thefe  forts,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
our  own  fecurity  in  the  Carnatic. 

So  far  from  confide  ring  the  Mah- 
rattas  as  our  natural  enemies,  it 
was  faid  that  we  ought  to  regard 
them  as  our  bell  and  moll  ufeful 
allies.  The  only  Indian  prince, 
who  could  be  a  real  objeft  of  dread, 
was  the  enterprizing  and  unprin¬ 
cipled  ufurper  of  My  fore. 

A  peaceful  negociation  was  avert¬ 
ed  to  be  impofiible.  It  had  been 
attempted  at  the  commencement 
of  the  difpute;  but  Tippoo  had 
twice  attacked  the  lines  of  Travan- 
core,  during  the  very  period  in 
which  his  meffengers  were  on  their 
way  to  Madras  with  letters,  breath- 
ing  pretended  profefiions  of  peace. 
Ppon  the  whole,  it  w<ts  contended, 


that  the  war  was  notdefs  founded  in 
jullice  than  in  policy. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  fpoke  with  his 
ufual  energy  again  It  the  war,  a- 
mong  other  things,  reprobated  in 
very  pointed  Jterms  the  alliance, 
which  had  been  entered  into  with 
the  Mahrattas  and  the  Nizam,  for 
the  purpofe,  as  he  conceived,  of  ex¬ 
tirpating  Tippoo,  and  plundering 
his  territories.  It  was  Angular,  he 
obferved,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
enlightened  policy  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  had  abandoned  all  offenfive 
alliances,  as  if  ashamed  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  ever  exifled,  we  fhould  continue 
that  difgraceful  fyflem  in  India,  a 
country  where  we  profeffed  to  main¬ 
tain,  and  declared  that  we  would 
maintain,  the  greateft  moderation. 
The  mpil  ftriking  inflance  of  an 
offenfive  alliance  formed  in  Europe, 
was  the  famil  y  compaft  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon :  that  compact,  as  far* 
as  it  was  offenfive,  became  annihi¬ 
lated,  as  foon  as  a  better  govern¬ 
ment  was  eltablilhed  in  France£ 
and  he  exprelfed  a  conviction,  that 
;t  would  never  be  revived. 

Mr.  JPitt  denied,  that  the  treaties 
to  which  Mr.  Fox  alluded  were  in¬ 
tended  to  aim  at  the  extirpation  of 
Tippoo,  and  the  divifion  ofhis  king¬ 
dom.— -Mr.  Francis  made  a  feries 
of  motions,  tending  to  cenfure  the 
principles  of  the  \yar,  and  to'  pre¬ 
vent  its  farther  profecutipn,  which 
were  all  negatived. 

On  the  7,2 d  of  March  Mr.  Dun- 
das  read  the  following  rpfolutions  : 
“  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that 
the  attacks  made  by  Tippoo  Sultan 
on  the  lines  of  Travancore,  on  the 
79th  of  December  1789,  the  6th  of 
March,  and  15th  of  April,  1790, 
were  unwarranted  and  unprovoked 
jnfra&}ons  of  the  treaty  entered  irv 
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to  at  Mangalore  on  the  ioth  of 
March  1784.” 

“  That  the  condud  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  general  of  Bengal,  in  deter¬ 
mining  to  profecute  with  vigour  the 
war  againd  Tippoo  Sultan,  in  con- 
Tequence  of  his  attack  on  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  rajah  of  Travancore, 
was  highly  meritorious.” 

<(  That  the  treaties  entered  into 
with  the  Nizam  on  the  id  of  June, 
and  with  the  Mahrattas  on  the  7th 
of  July  1790,  were  wifely  calcu¬ 
lated  to  add  vigour  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  war,  and  to  promote  the 
future  tranquillity  of  India;  and 
that  the  faith  of  the  Britifh  nation 
was  pledged  for  the  due  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  engagements  contained 
in  the  faid  treaties.” 

The  arguments,  which  had  been 
advanced  in  the  preceding  debate, 
both  for  and  againd  the  war,  were 
a  fecond  time  brought  forward,  and 
urged  with  new  force  and  ability. 
The  conduct  of  lord  Cornwallis,  in 
making  the  treaties  with  the  Mah- 
rattas  and  the  Nizam,  was  warmly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Dundas  on  every 
ground  of  wife  and  jud  policy. 
— The  refolutions  paded  without  a 
divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the  1  jth 
of  April,  Iqrd  Portcheder  entered 
into  a  long  4ifcuffion  of  the  fame 
fubjed;  and  reprobated,  in  the 
flrongeft  language,  the  whole  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  our  government  in  In¬ 
dia,  pointing  out  the  injudice  and 
difadrous  confequences  of  the  war  ; 
a  war,  which  he  adefted  the  barba¬ 
rous  policy  of  the  board  of  controul 
had  fent  forth  to  defolate  the  plains 
of  India,  and  render  execrable  the 
Britifh  name.  His  lordfhip’s  mo¬ 
tions  for  cenfuring  the  war,  and  for 
procuring  peace  upon  moderate  and 
equitable  terms,  were  negatived  by 
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a  majority  of  7/.  Immediately 
after  the.former  decifion,  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  rofe  and  made  the  fame  mo¬ 
tions  in  approbation  of  the  war,  as 
had  previoully  paded  in  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  which  were  carried 
by  a  majority  of  52. 

The  attention  of  the  Britifh  par-  ‘ 
liament,  which  guards  with  un- 
ceafing  folicitude  the  intereds  of 
our  widely  -  extended  dominions 
(dominions,  from  fome  part  or 
other  of  which,  according  to  the 
old  boad  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
the  light  of  the  fun  may  be  faid 
never  to  be  withdrawn)  was  next 
attraded  from  our  eadern  to  our 
wedern  poffeffions ;  from  the  conii- 
deration  of  the  neceffity  to  whicli 
we  were  driven,  of  profecuting  an 
adive  war  againd  a  powerful  In¬ 
dian  monarch,  to  the  difeufiion  of  a 
milder  and  more  humane  quedion— 
the  propriety  of  abolifhing  our  traffic 
in  flaves. 

So  early  as  the  4th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  Mr.  Wilberforce  had  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  receive  and  examine  evidence  on 
this  fubjed:;  which  motion,  after  a 
fhort  debate,  was  put  and  carried. 
A  conliderable  body  of  evidence 
having  been  thus  taken,  on  the  1 8th 
of  April,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  Mr.  Wilberforce  en¬ 
tered  into  a  long  and  minute  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  fubjed.  Ke  com¬ 
menced  with  giving  an  accurate 
detail  of  the  unfair  manner  in  which 
flaves  were  obtained  on  the  coad  of 
Africa.  He  particularized  many 
ads  of  the  mod  dagrant  cruelties  ; 
and  expofed  all  the  mean  devices 
and  barbarous  policy  of  thole  un¬ 
feeling  men  who  were  concerned 
in  this  bloody  traffic.  Different  tribes- 
of  Indians,  he  faid,  were  encouraged 
to  make  war  on  each  other  for  the 

fake 
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fake  of  taking  prifoners,  and  of 
thus  providing  the  market  with 
flaves;  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
in  moil  parts  of  Africa  was  con¬ 
verted  into  an  engine  of  oppref- 
fion ;  and  every  fraud,  every  vio¬ 
lence,  was  pradtifed,  that  low  cun¬ 
ning  and  brutal  ferocity  could 
fugged.  After  dwelling  for  fome 
time  upon  the  many  difgraceful 
adlions  which  were  committed  in 
the  ufual  mode  of  procuring  the 
Haves,  he  made  a  variety  of  remarks 
upon  their  unparalleled  fufferlngs 
tinder  the  horrors  of  the  middle 
paffage,  and  after  their  arrival  at 
the  deftined  foil  of  fervitude  and 
wretchednefs.  He  next  contended, 
that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  would 
not  operate  to  the  real  detriment  of 
our  Weft  India  iflands.  He  ob- 
ferved  that,  notwithftanding  the 
"barbarous  treatment,  which  the  ne¬ 
groes  have  long  experienced,  their 
numbers  have  not  on  the  whole  de- 
creafed,  but  in  fome  iflands  have 
been  lately  on  the  increafe ;  whence 
be  argued,  that,  when  the  planter 
Ihould  be  deprived  of  all  profpedt 
of  a  future  market,  he  would  be 
induced  to  pay  a  proper  attention 
to  the  health,  morals,  and  comfort 
of  his  Haves,  and  by  thus  conftder- 
ably  augmenting  not  only  their 
happinefs  but  their  numbers,  would 
yender  continual  fupplies  from  A- 
frica  unneceftary.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  confider  the  confequences 
of  the  abolition  in  another  point  of 
view,  in  its  probable  effects  on  the 
marine.  The  Guinea  trade,  inftead 
of  being  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  was, 
in  his  idea,  their  grave.  It  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  Liverpool  and  Brif- 
tol  mufter- rolls,  that  in  350  flave- 
fhips,  having  onboard  12,263  Per_ 
fons,  there  were  loft  2,645  in  twelve 
jnor.ths.  •  All  attempts  to  ^meliorate 
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the  condition  of  the  negroes,  with¬ 
out  the  total  abolition  of  ftavery, 
he  confidered  as  likely  to  prove  in¬ 
efficacious  and  unfafe.  Their  ft- 
tuation,  he  thought,  could  never  be 
much  amended  by  a  gradual  abo¬ 
lition,  or  by  any  laws  of  regulation, 
which  the'  Welt  Indian  legislatures 
might  choofe  to  adopt.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  trade,  in  a  commer¬ 
cial  point  of  view,  he  deemed  it 
alrrioft  an  unbecoming  condefcen- 
fton  to  difcufs;  but  could  its  advo¬ 
cates  prove  (what  he  knew  never 
could  be  proved)  that  it  was  of 
confiderable  importance  to  this 
country,  either  in  its  immediate 
operation,  or  remote  effects,  “  Hill, 
fhould  he  exclaim,  ftill  there  is  a 
fmell  of  blood,  which  all  the  per¬ 
fumes  of  Arabia  cannot  remove.” 
He  concluded  by  moving,  “  That  the 
chairman  be  inftrufted  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  prevent  the  farther  im¬ 
portation  of  flaves  into  the  Britifh 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies.” 

Notwithftanding  the  ftrong  bias 
of  popular  opinion  in  favour  of  all 
fentimental  queftions;  notwithftand¬ 
ing  the  lofs  of  chara&er,  which  was 
hazarded  by  appearing  to  defend 
a  traffic,  branded  with  every  poffi- 
ble  term  of  opprobrium,  and  againft 
which,  as  generally  reprefen  ted, 
every  feeling  of  the  heart  recbils ; 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
Have  trade  was  very  ably  lupported, 
on  the  grounds  of  juftice,  policy, 
and  humanity.  On  the  -juftice  of 
the  trade,  confidered  in  an  abftradfc 
point  of  view,  it  was  remarked,  that 
as  a  man  muft  have  an  equal  right 
to  fell  his  liberty  and  labour  as  any 
part  of  his  property,  a  compadl  of 
fuch  a  kind,  where  no  compulfton 
has  been  ufed,  muft  be  held  binding 
according  to  the  known  law  of  na¬ 
tions.  Voluntary  ftipulations  there- 
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fore  of  this  nature  were  both  legal 
and  juft.  Nor  could  there  be  any 
reafon  to  think  otherwife  of  thofe 
compacts,  by  which  prifoners  of 
war  and  culprits,  vvhofe  perfons 
w  ere  amenable  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  were  fold  to  flavery  againil 
their  wills ;  as  fuch  Unhappy  people 
mull;  be  acknowledged  to  be  under 
the  power,  and  at  the  difpofal,  of 
the  party  who  contracted  in  their 
names.  The  converfe  of  this  pro¬ 
portion,  viz.  that  as  the  trade  was 
juft,  confidered  in  the  abftraCt,  fo 
would  the  abolition  of  it,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  long  fanCtion  given 
to  it  by  parliament,  be  manifeftly 
unjuft,  was  like  wife  urged.  Upon 
the  faith  of  parliament  coniiderable 
property  was  faid  to  be  embarked 
in  this  trade,  the  total  lofs  of  the 
greateft  part  of  which  would  im¬ 
mediately  follow  its  fudden  abo¬ 
lition. 

Its  policy  was  maintained  with 
equal  confidence.  In  oppofition  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  it 
was  ftrongly  aflerted  to  be  an  im¬ 
portant  nurfery  for  feamen.  Lord 
Kodney’s  authority  was  quoted,  who 
had  declared,  that  our  being  ena¬ 
bled  to  obtain  from  the  Guinea 
fhips  fo  numerous  a  body  of  men 
inured  to  the  climate,  when  we 
v/ilhed  to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Well 
Indies,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a 
war,  was  a  conflderation  of  great 
weight.  It  was  Hated  that  Liver¬ 
pool  alone  could  fupply  the  navy 
with  993  fuch  feamen  annually. 
Nor  were  the  deaths  of  thofe,  who 
were  eneaeed  in  the  Have  trade, 
fo  numerous  as  had  been  fuppofed. 
Only  five  men  out  of  a  hundred 
were  faid  to  be  loft  upon  an  ave¬ 
rage.  A  fecond  argument  on  the 
point  of  policy  was  urged  from  the 
confide  ration  of  its  importance  to 
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the  revenue.  The  exports  ta 
Africa  were  eftimated  at  800,000  L 
to  which  might  be  added  the  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports  of  the  Weil  Jn-- 
dian  trade,  to  the  amount  of  at 
leaft  fix  millions  a  year;  a  trade 
very  likely  to  be  materially  affexSl- 
ed,  perhaps  completely  ruined,  by 
the  propofed  abolition. 

But,  although  the  propofition  may 
at  firft  appear  ftrange,  the  humanity 
of  the  Have  trade  was  a  ground  ftre- 
nuoufly  maintained.  It  was  remark¬ 
ed,  that,  bloody  as  it  was  fuppofed 
to  be,  the  effufion  of  blood  would 
be  much  greater,  if  our  fiave-fhips 
were  no  longer  permitted  to  vifit 
the  coafts  of  Africa.  It  was  this 
identical  traffic,  iniquitous  and  in¬ 
human  as  it  had  been  called,  which 
fnatched  many  miferable  wretches 
from  inevitable  death;  it  being^  a 
fad  fufiiciently  known,  that  it 
was  the  general  pradice  of  the 
Africans  to  fell  thofe  prifoners  and 
culprits  only,  whom  otherwife  their 
fanguinary  laws  and  cuftoms  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  murder.  Confidered 
in  this  point  of  view,  fo  far  front 
having  facrificed,  this  calumniated 
trade  has  laved  the  lives  of  thou- 
fands. 

The  various  evidences,  which 
had  been  adduced  to  prove  the  hor¬ 
rid  cruelties  praflifed  upon  Haves* 
were  reprefented  to  be  in  feme  in- 
fiances  falfe,  in  many  partial,' and 
in  almoft  all  exaggerated.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  above  arguments,  con- 
ftdcrable  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  the 
infufficiency  of  our  abolition  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  complete  annihilation  of  Ha- 
very,  as  other  nations  would  imme¬ 
diately  take  up  the  lucrative  traf¬ 
fic,  when  abandoned  by  us.  Or » 
granting  the  abolition  to  be  effec¬ 
tual,  the  confequences  were  afierted 
be  no  lei’s  than  the  total  ruin  of 
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our  Weft  Indian  iftands  for  want 
of  proper  hands  to  cultivate  them. 
At  any  rate,  what,  it  was  afked. 
Could  be  the  immediate  operation 
of  fuch  a  meafure  on  our  colonies, 
what  but  the  creation  of  difguft  and 
alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  injured 
planter,  and  of  a  difpofition  to  re¬ 
volt,  to  commit  afts  of  rapine  and 
murder,  in  that  of  the  unenlightened 
negro? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  injuftice 
of  the  trade  was  warmly  infilled 
upon  by  the  advocates  of  the  abo¬ 
lition  ;  but  their  arguments  feemed 
to  turn  more  upon  moral  than 
legal  injuftice.  It  was  obferved, 
that,  as  no  one  nation  had  a  right  to 
violate  the  happinels  of  another,  to 
introduce  difcord  and  mifery,  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  and  as  our 
interference  among  the  natives  of 
Africa  was  exactly  of  luch  a  dc- 
fcription,  that  interference  mu  ft  be 
confidered  as  an  aft  of  injuftice. 
Befides,  crimes  were  laid  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  perpetrated,  and  wars  pur- 
pofely  made,  to  ibpply  us  with 
{laves;  and  as  trardaftions  of  this 
kind  were  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  founded  on  injuftice,  would  not 
a  fimiiar  imputation  attach  upon 
thole  who,  by  purchafmg  the  ftaves 
when  offered  for  fale,  arfordcd  en¬ 
couragement  to  fuch  atrocious  pro¬ 
ceedings  ? 

The  ground  of  its  policy  was 
much  queftioned  ;  but  that  of  its 
humanity  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms.  Admitting  that  a  few  pri- 
foners  of  war  might  be  murdered, 
if  not  fold  to  our  dealers.  Hill  it  was 
.limned,  that  the  worft  of  deaths 


towards  thefe  wretched  people  too 
horrid  almoft  to  mention ;  and  a 
powerful  appeal  was  made  from 
the  judgment  to  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe  :  but  fuch  accounts  were  con¬ 
fidered,  by  the  oppofite  party,  as 
greatly  mifreprefented,  or  at  bell 
as  only  capable  of  proving  excep¬ 
tions  to  a  general  line  of  milder 
conduft.  It  was  admitted,  that 
other  nations  might  purfue  the 
trade  if  we  abandoned  it.  Proper 
regulations,  however,  might  in'fome 
meafure  prevent  them;  but  at  the 
worft  we  fliould  have  the  confolation 
of  reflefting,  that  the  guilt  would 
not  reft  on  our  heads.  As  a  com¬ 
plete  anfwer  to  the  objection,  that 
the  intended  abolition  would  prove 
the  ruin  of  our  colonies,  it  was  con¬ 
fidently  afterted  that  the  flock  of 
ftaves,  which  they  at  prefent  con¬ 
tained,  if  well  managed,  and  mild¬ 
ly  treated,  would  be  fully  compe¬ 
tent  so  all  the  requifite  labour,  and 
furnifh  a  fufticient  fupply  for  future 
exigences. — Mr.  Wilberforce’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of  75. 

If  the  caufe  of  liberty  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fuffered  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  decifion  on  the  fiave  trade, 
that  of  toleration  was  patronized  and 
lupported  by  the  houfe  in  a  manner 
which  fuHiciently  exculpated  the 
views,  and  reflefted  honour  on  the 
liberality  of  the  church  party.  In 
our  volume  for  1790  *  we  remarked, 
that  the  diflenters,  in  their  laft 
application  to  parliament  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tell  laws,  had  included 
the  cafe  of  their  brethren  (as  they 
called  them)  who  embraced  the 


catholic  religion  ;  thus  attempting 

would  be  preferable  to  a  life  of  to  make  one  common  caufe  with 
flu  very.  Upon  this  occaiion  many-  the  members  of  that  perfuafion. 
inilances  were  quoted,  of  treatment  We  likewise  hinted,  that  this  ap- 
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plication  was  rejebled  principally 
upon  the  ground  of  political  expe¬ 
diency,  and  not  from  any  inclina¬ 
tion  to  controul  the  freedom  of 
religious  opinion.  The  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  prefent  feflion  fufficient- 
ly  evinced  the  truth  of  our  inter¬ 
pretation  in  this  indance.  A  bill 
was  introduced,  and  unanimoully 
carried*  for  the  relief  of  catholics, 
who,  by  cealing  Co  be  formidable 
to  the  ltate  in  a  political  point  of 
view,  had  ceafed  to  become  proper 
objebls  of  legal  penalties  and  dif- 
ablities. 

On  February  2 ill,  Mr.  Mitford 
moved  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  enable  him  “  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  relieve,  upon  con¬ 
dition  and  under  certain  rellribtions, 
perfons  called  protelling  catholic 
dilTenters,  from  certain  penalties 
and  difabilities,  to  which  papifts*  or 
perfons  profeffing  the  popifn  reli¬ 
gion,  are  by  law  fubjebl.”  He 
prefaced  his  motion,  by  obferving, 
that  it  was  well  known  there  was 
great  feverity  in  the  laws  now  fub- 
fifting  again  It  Roman  catholics,  but 
that  the  extent  of  fuch  feverity  was 
not  equally  known.  In  Burn’s  Ee- 
clefiailical  Law,  no  lefs  than  feventy 
pages  were  occupied  with  an  enu¬ 
meration  of  tire  penal  datutes  dill 
in  force  againd  them.  The  prefent 
reign  was  the  only  one  (except  the 
fhort  one  of  James  the  Second)  lince 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  in 
which  fome  additional  feverity  had 
not  been  enabled  againd  this  de¬ 
scription  of  people.  He  remarked, 
however,  that  the  extreme  rinour 
of  the  flatates  in  qnedion  during 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth  could  not  be 
much  a  fubjebl  of  wonder,  when  it 
was  confidered  that  the  Pope  had 
excommunicated  that  queen,  and 


abfolved  her  fubjebts  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
W-yndham.  He  dated  two  princi¬ 
ples,  which  he  conceived  were  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  to  judify  the  en¬ 
abling  of  penal  datutes  againd  per¬ 
fons  of  any  particular  religious  per- 
fuafioms :  one  was  the  ground,  that 
their  opinions  were  in  themfelves 
falfe  and  erroneous ;  the  other,  that 
the  confequences  deducible  from 
fuch  opinions,  were  liable  to  make 
them  bad  citizens,  and  dangerous 
fubjebls.  in  the  ftrd  indance,  he 
thought  that  the  principle  of  ablion. 
might  fairly  be  termed  a  zeal  for 
perfecution ;  in  the  latter,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  it  to  be  of  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  defeription.  In  all  cafes  of  dan¬ 
ger,  he  thought  that  we  lhould  conff- 
der,  id,  the  will  of  thofe  from  whom 
danger  was  apprehended;  and  2dly* 
the  power  which  they  poffeffed,  to 
execute  whatever  it  might  be  their 
will  to  execute,  if  they  could.  In 
this  point  of  view,  he  did  not  conceive 
that  the  condubl  of  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics  had  been  fuch  as  to  warrant 
the  feverity  with  which  they'  bad 
been  treated  in  the  lad  century. 
At  any  rate,  it  was  impoffible  to 
deem  them  formidable  at  the  pre¬ 
fent  period,  when  the  power  of  the 
pope  was  confidered  as  a  mere  fpec- 
tre,  capable  of  frightening  only  in 
tile  darky  and  vanifhing  before  the 
light  of  reafon  and  knowledge. 

Mr.  Stanley,  member  for  Lanca- 
fhire,  obferved,  that  he  had  for 
many  years  refided  in  a  country, 
v/here  the  Roman  catholics  were 
extremely  numerous.  From  the 
opportunities,  therefore,  which  his 
local  fituation  afforded  him  of  ex¬ 
amining  their  condubl,  he  was  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  there  did 

not 
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rot  exift  more  loyal  fubje&s,  or 
perfons  more  attached  to  the  fami¬ 
ly  on  the  throne,  in  any  part  of  the 
kingdom* 

Mr.  Fox  thought  the  propofed 
bill  too  confined  in  its  views;  he 
wifhed  it  to  go  farther,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  complete  toleration.  His  own 
Sdea  upon  the  fubjett  of  toleration 
was,  that  the  flate  had  no  right  to 
enquire  into  the  opinions  of  people, 
either  political  or  religious ;  it  had 
a,  right  only  to  take  cognizance  of 
their  a&ions.  Such  perfection  and 
oppreftion  as  exifted  in  England  did 
not  exift  in  any  other  country.  In 
all  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  dominions 
univerfal  toleration  prevailed ;  in 
the  united  ftates  of  Holland,  in  the 
united  ftates  of  America,  and  in 
France,  there  was  likewife  to  be 
found  univerfal  toleration.  What 
could  be  the  reafon  of  this  ?  Would 
it  be  faid,  that  Prufiia  was  too  little 
monarchical  for  a  monarchy ;  or  Hol¬ 
land  too  little  ariftocratical  for  an 
ariftocracy  ;  or  that  liberty  was  not 
fufficiintly  extended  to  fatisfy  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  America  or  in 
France?  Yet,  although  toleration 
fully  obtained  in  a  monarchical  and 
in  an  ariftocratical  government,  as 
well  as  in  two  democracies,  under 
our  boafted  conftitution  it  was  nar¬ 
rowed  and  confined  in  lhackles  dif- 
graceful  to  humanity. 

In  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  on  the  ift  of  March,  Mr. 
Mitford  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  his  propofed  bill.  He  wifhed 
not  for  the  general  repeal  of  the 
penal  ftatutes  in  queftion  ;  but  mere¬ 
ly  for  an  exemption  from  their  ope¬ 
ration  in  favour  of  a  few ;  an  ex¬ 
emption,  which  he  trufted  could 
give  no  poftible  caufe  for  alarms. 
His  intention  was  not  to  admit  Ro¬ 
man.  catholics  of  any  defcriptjon  to 
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fttuations  of  truft,  or  places  unde? 
government ;  he  only  hoped  to  have 
them  confidered  as  men  of  honour 
and  loyalty. 

Mr.  Fox  confefted,  that  the  alarm 
again  ft  popery  in  the  laft  century 
was  in  fome  degree  founded  in  rea¬ 
fon  ;  but  that  an  improper  mode 
was  taken  to  fupprefs  the  objeft  of 
that  alarm.  But  no  ground  for 
fimilar  apprehenfions  exifted  at  the 
prefent  moment,  or  was  likely  to 
exift  in  future.  It  feemed,  there¬ 
fore,  to  him  perfectly  reafonable, 
that  we  (hould  expunge  from  our 
ftatute  books  thofe  fanguinary  lav/s, 
which  could  not  now  be  defended, 
even  upon  the  hackneyed  plea  of 
ftate  neceflity.  The  papifts,  he 
thought,  without  diftinflion  enti¬ 
tled  to  ample  relief;  they  had  all 
behaved  well,  and  deferved  en¬ 
couragement.  He  concluded  his 
fpeech  with  an  admonition  to  per¬ 
fons  in  power,  quoting  the  old  pro¬ 
verb,  “  As  you  are  ltout  be  merci¬ 
ful  ;”  and  from  thence  recommend¬ 
ing  to  them,  in  proportion  to.  the  fu- 
periority  of  their  ftrength,  neither 
to  tyrannize  over  the  few,  nor  to 
trample  upon  the  weak,  but  to  take 
care  that  their  proceedings  never 
fwerved  from  the  dictates  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  juftice. 

Mr.  Burke  contended,  that  the 
penal  ftatutes  againft  Roman  catho¬ 
lics  ftiould  be  confidered  more  in  a 
political  than  a  religious  point  of 
view.  As  a  proof  of  this  afiertion, 
he  pointed  out  the  preamble  of  the 
27th  of  Elizabeth,  which,  inftead 
of  afligning  any  religious  purpofe 
as  the  ground-work  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing,  exprefsly  decla-ed,  that  the  aft 
was  palled  iolcly  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  a  dangerous  faction  in  the  ftate. 
He  agreed,  however,  that  as  •  the 
motive  which  could  alcne  be  plead - 
z  c<£ 
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fcd  in  juftification  of  fuch  ftatutes, 
no  longer  exifted,  a  repeal  of  them 
was  both  reafonable  and  proper. 
It  was  the  duty  of  government  to 
iriake  the  people  happy ;  but  this, 
he  remarked,  could  not  be  the  cafe, 
while  every  juftice  of  the  peace  was 
made  an  inquifitor*  and  a  man,  who 
worfhipped  God  in  his  own  way, 
liable  to  be  condemned  for  high 
treafon.— -The  motion  was  put  and 
carried  without  oppofition. 

After  the  bill  had  been  brought 
in,  and  had  palled  the  houfe  of 
commons,  upon  the  fecond  reading 
of  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the 
31ft  of  May,  a  debate  commenced 
upon  the  propriety  of  feveral  claufes, 
which  were  afterwards  amended  in 
a  committee.  The  bench  of  bi- 
fliops  took  a  diftinguifhed  and  ho¬ 
nourable  part  in  this  debate.  The 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  bi- 
fhop  of  St.  David’s,  the  bilhop  of 
Peterborough,  and  the  bilhop  of  Sa- 
lifbury,  fpoke  upon  the  occafion. 
The  general  principle  of  the  bill 
was  admitted  by  them  to  be  juft  and 
humane;  and  confequentlv  entitled 
to  their  cordial  fupport.  The  bi- 
Ihop  of  St.  David’s  fpoke  much  at 
length.  His  lordfhip’s  principal 
objection  to  it  was*,  that  the  form  of 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  it  en¬ 
joined,  was  fuch  as  would  moll  pro¬ 
bably  offend  the  feelings  of  thofe, 
whom  the  bill  itfelf  was  intended  to 
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relieve.  He  did  not  objedl,  becaufe 
the  bill  gave  too  much  toleration ; 
but  becaufe  it  would  not  in  fadt  give 
that  degree  of  it  which  it  pro- 
fefted  to  hold  forth;  The  dodtrine, 
that  princes  excommunicated  by  the 
fee  of  Rome  might  be  depofed  and 
murdered  by  their  fubjedls,  was 
declared  by  the  oath  to  be  impious, 
heretical,  and  damnable.  The  ca¬ 
tholics  felt  not  the  lead  difmclina- 
tion  to  exprefs  their  difapprobation 
of  fuch  a  dodtrine ;  but  from  fcru- 
ples,  founded  on  a  tender  regard  for 
the  memory  of  their  progenitors, 
they  could  not  bring  themfelves  to 
brand  it  with  the  harfh  terms,  which 
the  oath  prefcribed.  The  reve¬ 
rend  bilhop  therefore  remarked, 
that  he  was  induced  to  trouble  the 
houfe  with  his  obfervations  upon 
this  occafion,  folely  from  a  hope  of 
imprefting  the  minds  of  their  lord- 
fhips  with  what  he  felt  ftrongly  im- 
preft  upon  his  own,  that  the  objec¬ 
tions  of  thefe  people  were  not  idle 
cavils,  but  fair,  honeli  andconfcien- 
tious  fcruples. 

In  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  on  this  bill,  June  4th,  the  - 
oath,  as  it  at  firft  Hood,  was  upon 
the  bifhop’s  motion  expunged,  and 
the  fame  oath,  which  was  taken  by 
the  Roman  catholics  in  Ireland  in 
the  year  1774,  with  fome  very  flight 
alterations,  fubftituted  for  it. 
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•  C  H  A  Pi  V.. 

Two  meffages  from  the  king ;  one  relative  to  the  government  of  Canada,  am 
the  other  to  the  war  between  Ruff  a  and  the  P orte .  State  of  the  quefio, 
relative  to  the  cejfton  of  Oczakow  demanded  by  the  emprefs .  Debates  on  thi 
fibjed  in  parliament .  Renewed  on  different  days  by  fever al  motions  mad 
on  the  part  of  oppoftion.  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr .  Fox  introduce  the  praife 
cfthe  French  revolution .  Mr.  Burke  rifes  in  great  emotion  i?nmediatel_ 
after  Mr.  Fox ,  but  is  fiopped  by  a  call  for  the  quefion.  Debates  on  th 
fame  meffage  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Mejfage  refpeding  Canada  taken  int 
conf  deration  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Pitt  fully  opens  the  outlines  q 
his  intended  bill ,  forming  a  new  conftitution  for  the  province.  Mr.  F o. 
appears  to  acquiefce  in  the  principle  of  the  propofed  meafure.  Quebec  bil 
not  oppofed  till  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report.  Re-commitmen 
moved  by  Mr.  Huffey.  Seconded  by  Mr.  Fox ,  who  objeds  to  moft  of  th 
leading  principles  of  the  bill :  he  expreffes  a  fatisfadion  at  the  prefent  dij 
fufon  of  knowledge  and  liberty  in  the  world,  and  alludes  to  Mr.  Burke 
book  on  the  affairs  of  France.  Anfwered  by  Mr.  P itt,  who  agrees  to  th 
re- commitment.  Co-incidence  of  the  declarations  relative  to  the  Frenc 
revolution ,  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the  debates  on  the  armc 
?nent  againjl  Ruff  a.  Mr.  Burke  /hews  no  difpofetion  to  introduce  the  fubju 
previous  to  Mr.  Fox’ s  remarkable  panegyric.  Great  alarm  of  oppoftion  c 
the  profped  of  the  difcuffon  by  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  to  adjourn  the  n 
cotnmitment  of  the  Quebec  bill  till  after  the  Eafer  recefs.  A  member  i 
oppoftion  declares  his  intention  of  calling  any  perfon  to  order,  who  on  th. 
quefion  fhall  involve  general  principles  of  government,  and  the  confitutiot\ 
cf  other  countries.  Mr.  Fox  admits  that  he  had  fo  alluded  in  his  formt 
j'peecb  on  this  bill,  and  re-aferts  his  opinions.  Mr.  Burke  profejfes  a  fenfe  c 
public  duty  in  fating  his  principles ,  when  the  occafon  J hall  prefent  itfe 
again.  General  expedation  of  this  difcuffon.  Eafer  recefs.- 

IN  the  courfe  of  this  bufy  feflion  bill,  which  arofe  out  of  this  me: 

two  meffages  were  delivered  from  fage,  proceeded  regularly  throug 
his  majefty,  which  as  they  gave  rife  the  houfe  for  fix  weeks  unoppofej 
to  many  warm  and  important  de-  It  is  principally  interefting,  as  j 
bates,  affetting,  and  yet  likely  to  its  latter  ftages  it  gave  occafion  1 
affe£t,  the  politics  of  this  country,  the  public  declaration  of  a  breac 
and  all  Europe,  will  form  the  con-  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burk 
tents  of  this  and  the  following  -  which  was  the  fore-runner  of  a  moi 
chapter.  The  firft  in  order  of  ferious,  becaufe  much  more  extei 
time  related  to  the  government  of  five  fchifm  in  the  party  of  oppoi 
Canada,  the  regulation  of  which  tion.  But  as  the  immediate  origi 
province  had  confeffedly  been  long  of  this  difpute  in  parliament,  wha 
under  the  conlideration  of  the  king’s  ever  may  have  been  the  remote  an 
miniliers,  and  had  been  curforily  predifponent  caufe,  is  to  be  four 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  houfe  in  the  debates  on  the  other  meffag 
in  former  fcfiions.  The  Quebec  we  mud  here  depart  a  little  fro 
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that  order,  which  we  in  general  pre¬ 
fer  as  the  moft  limple,  of  taking  up 
each  fubjett  chronologically  as  it  be¬ 
gan,  and  purfuing  it  to  a  conclulion. 

The  Quebec  bill  was  (till  in  its 
filent  progrefs  through  the  houfe, 
when  the  other  meffage  was  deli¬ 
vered,  on  the  28th  of  March.  It 
imported  that,  “  as  his  majefty’s 
endeavours*  in  conjunction  with  his 
allies,  to  bring  about  a  pacification 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte  had 
proved  ineffectual,  his  majefty  had 
judged  it  requifite,  for  the  purpofe 
of  adding  weight  to  his  reprefenta- 
tions,  to  make  fome  farther  aug¬ 
mentation  to  his  naval  force.” 

The  ffateof  thequeftion  was  as  fol¬ 
lows.-— -The  emprefs  had  by conqueft 
wrelted  a  very  conliderable  trad 
of  country  from  the  Turks,  who, 
driven  to  extremities,  were  defirous 
of  peace.  It  was  afferted  that 
Great  Britain  and  Pruffia,  who 
aCted  as  mediators  on  this  occafion, 
infilled  that  the .  emprefs  Ihould  re¬ 
sign  the  whole  of  her  newly  acquired 
territories ;  a  reffgnation  which  Ihe 
was  willing  to  make,  excepting  as 
far  as  related  to  the  town  of  Ocza- 
kow  and  its  dependencies,  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Oczakow  Tartars,  be¬ 
tween  the  Neifter  and  the  Bog. 
The  poffeffion  of  this  conqueft  fhe 
feemed  at  all  hazards  determined  to 
retain,  and  it  certainly  was  of  much 
importance  to  her.  That  part  of  Ruf- 
fia,  which  approaches  neareft  to  the 
dillriCl  of  Oczakow  was  laid  to  be 
particularly  weak  and  vulnerable  ; 
whence  at  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  the  T urks,  and  their  tributary 
Tartars,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
over-run  and  plunder  at  pleafure  fo 
unguarded  a  part  of  the  Ruffian  do¬ 
minions.  A  predatory  incurlion  of 
this  kind  into  New  Servia,  at  the 


beginning  of  a  former  war,  is  related 
in  the  Memoirs  of  Baron  de  Tott. 
The  invaders,  when  a  force  fufficient 
to  avenge  their  ravages  was  collect¬ 
ed,  ufed  to  retire,  ahd  were  always 
fure  of  immediate  protection  under 
the  guns  of  Oczakow.  This  mif- 
chief,  however,  was  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  checked  by  the  acquifitions  of 
Ruffia  under  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1774,  which  made  her  miftrefs  of 
Cherfon  and  the  whole  country  con¬ 
terminous  with  New  Servia,  between 
the  Dnieper  and  the  Bog,  as  well  at 
of  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Kinburn, 
on  the  Eaftern  bank  of  the  Dnieper, 
Oppolite  to  Oczakow  : — not  to  men¬ 
tion  her  fubfequent  feizure  of  the 
Crimea  and  Cuban  in  1784.  Still 
Oczakow  was  a  poll  which,  lituated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  and 
fuperior  toKinbarn  as  a  naval  ftation, 
gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
cutting  off  entirely  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  Cherfon,  and  all  the  interior 
dominions  of  Ruffia  on  that  river 
with  the  Black  Sea,  and  of  annoying 
all  the  commerce  of  her  new  poffef- 
lions  in  the  Crimea.  Her  armies 
could  not  advance  toward  Beffara- 
bia  without  danger  of  having  all 
their  fupplies  intercepted.  Much 
time  therefore  was  loft,  and  no  in- 
confiderable  wafte  of  men  and  mo¬ 
ney  incurred,  before  the  emprefs 
could  obtain  fecurity  in  this  quarter, 
fo  as  to  carry  war  into  the  heart  of 
the  Ottoman  empire. 

It  is  true,  that  this  fortrefs  had  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  emprefs  from  the 
latter  end  of  17 88,  and  that  Great 
Britain  had  Ihewn  no  very  anxious 
alarm  on  that  account ;  but  it  was  a 
very  different  queftion,  whether,  un¬ 
der  a  treaty  of  peace,  it  fhould  be 
permitted  to  remain,  and  be  united 
to  Ruffia.  She  had  in  fail  obtained 
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by  the  laft  treaty  every  thing  that 
was  really  effential  to  enfure  her 
tranquillity,  if  indeed  fhe  could  ever 
have  entertained  any  ferious  appre- 
jhenfions,  in  the  prefent  wane  of  the 
Ottoman  crefcent.  What  lhe  now 
demanded  pointed  only  to  oftenfive 
meafures  in  future,  perhaps  at  a 
feafon  when  the  great  neighbouring 
Hates  might  be  lefs  at  liberty  to 
watch  and  controul  her.  We  *  have 
always  coniidered  Oczakow  as  a 
principal  key  of  the  Turkilh  pro¬ 
vinces.  The  change  which  the 
ceftion  of  this  poll  would  make 
in  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two 
powers,  ihould  hoftilities  again 
break  forth,  may  be  ellimated  from 
the  hillory  of  its  reduction  in  1788. 
Though  the  emprefs,  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  had  carried  an  army  in  her 
train  to  Cherfon,  and  in  very  few 
months  after  had  increafed  it  to 
feventy  thoufand  men,  with  a 
hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  for  this  very  fiege,  yet  it  was 
not  till  nearly  a  year  and  a  half 
from  the  date  of  the  firft  hoftili- 
ties,  and  after  the  credit  of  Ruffia 
had  been  ftrained  in  raifing  fupplies, 
that  Oczakow  ultimately  fell.  And 
it  was  then  only  taken  by  an  acci¬ 
dent,  in  a  lail  effort  of  defpair. 

The  fucceffor  of  the  great  Fre¬ 
derick  had  early  lhewn  a  prudent 
and  juft  jealoufy  of  the  ambitious 
Catharine,  and  had  endeavoured  to 
counteradl  her  views  of  aggrandize¬ 
ment.  His  meafures  for  this  pur- 
pofe  have  been  already  in  part  nar¬ 
rated  in  f  our  former  volumes,  and 
will  be  refumed  in  the  eighth  chap¬ 
ter  of  our  prefent  volume.  Here 


it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  tha 
he  had  in  particular  re-animate< 
Poland.  He  had  driven  from  he 
diets  the  influence  of  his  grea 
northern  rival.  Under  his  protec 
tion  lhe  had  taken  fteps  to  re -after 
her  independence :  lhe  had  dare< 
to  require  the  evacuation  of  he 
territories  by  the  Ruffian  armies 
and  had  begun  in  confequence'ti 
aflame  again  her  rank  among  th 
nations  of  Europe.  To  crown  all 
at  the  date  of  this  meffage,  ihe  cour 
of  Berlin  had  approved  the  fchenr 
of  that  conftitution,  which  in  litjtli 
more  than  a  month  from  this  perio< 
was.  carried  into  effedl  by  the  vir 
tuous  but  unfortunate  Staniflaus 
and  Which,  (the  very  antithefis  0 
the  new  French  conftitution)  better 
ed  the  political  condition  of  ever 
man  in  the  kingdom,  from  thi 
prince  to  the  peafant,  withou 
bloodfhed,  in  a  fingle  day. 

To  all,  or  nearly  all  thefe  mea 
fures,  which  had  been  already  pu 
in  execution.  Great  Britain  hac 
given  her  countenance.  We  hac 
alfo,  in  concert  with  Prufiia  anc 
Holland,  offered  to  %  mediate  < 
peace  in  the  Eaft  of  Europe,  fooi 
after  the  fall  of  Oczakow.  We  in' 
terpofed  to  keep  Denmark  fron 
afll fling  Ruflia  againfi:  Sweden ;  anc 
this  was  done  with  a  determination 
avowed  to  the  world,  of  fupportin^ 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  North 
In  the  following  fummer,  we  made 
a  new  treaty  with  Prufiia ;  a  treat} 
of  more  than  defend  ve  alliance,  0: 
ftridl  and  perpetual  union,  to  pro¬ 
tect  not  Only  the  interefls  of  the 
two  contracting  powers,  but  “"the 


*  See  our  volume  for  1769,  p.  17.. 

■f  See  our  volume  for  1789,  from 
rime  year,  p.  341.  _ 

X  See  declaration  from  Mr. Elliott  to  count  Bernftoff,  April  23,  1789. — Annua'; 
Reg.  1789.  State  .Papers,  p.  336. 

4.  tranquillity 
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tranquillity  of  Europe,”  and  “  the 
public  lecurity.”  The  meaning  of 
thefe  terms  was  clear  from  the  time 
when  it  was  negociated,  and  the 
circumftances  out  of  which  it  arofe  ; 
yet  neither  this  treaty  nor  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Mr.  Elliott,  had  drawn 
down  any  cenfure  or  advej-fe  com¬ 
ment.  We  had  now  a  fecond  time 
preffed  our  mediation  on  Ruffia, 
and  a  fecond  time  in  vain. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ruffia  had 
not  only  perfifled  in  declining  our 
interference;  lhe  had  alio  refufed 
to  renew  any  commercial  treaty 
with  us.  At  the  fame  time  lhe  made 
one  with  France,  and  another  with 
Spain :  in  addition  to  which,  fne 
entered,  with  thofe  two  kingdoms 
and  Austria,  into  a  quadruple  alli¬ 
ance,  plainly  pointed  again#  Great 
Britain.  This  was  her  conduct  to¬ 
wards  us  and  our  allies :  while  to  Po¬ 
land  Hie  had  given  notice,  fo  early 
as  17S9,  that  lhe  Ihould  confider  the 
new  arrangements  of  the  republic 
as  a  violation  of  her  treaty  and 
guarantee.  She  had  thus  laid  in 
her  claim  to  a  ground  of  hoftility 
again#  that  unfortunate  country,  at 
a  more  convenient  opportunity. 

Such  was  the  objedt  in  difpute, 
and  fuch  the  political  map  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  far  as  it  is  connedled  with 
this  meflage. — It  was  taken  into 
confideration  the  day  after  it  was 
delivered. 

The  minifter  moved  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  after  the  ufual  form. 
He  fupported  the  meafure,  which 
was  the  objedl  of  the  addrefs, 
upon  the  ground,  that  we'  had  a 
diredt  and  important  intereft  in  the 
war  between  Ru#ia  and  the  Porte; 
and  that  as  our  endeavours  to  effedt 
a  pacification  had  hitherto  proved 
unfuccefsful,  we  were  under  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  arming,  in  order  to  give 


greater  weight  to  our  reprefeuta- 
tions. 

He  conceived,  that  having  en¬ 
tered  into  defenfive  alliances,  which 
were  admitted  to  be  wife  and  poli¬ 
tic,  we  ought  to  adhere  to  them, 
and,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  any 
changes  in  the  general  ftate  of  af¬ 
fairs,  which  might  render  them  nu¬ 
gatory.  Pruflia  was  our  ally;  any 
event,  therefore,  which  might  affedf 
that  power,  and  diminilh  its  influence 
an  the  continent,  would  be  injurious 
to  ourfelves,  as  far  as  our  mutual  in¬ 
tereft  s  were  united.  The  progrefs 
of  the  Ruflian  arms  again#  the 
Porte,  gave  fufiicient  caufe  for 
alarm;  for  fhould  fuccefs  ftill  attend 
them,  and  the  power  of  the  Porte 
be  farther  humbled  by  its  afpiring 
rival,  Pruflia  would  inftantly  fee  1 
it ;  and  not  Pruflia  alone,  but  all 
Europe  itfelf,  which  might  prove 
in  danger  of  being  fhaken  to  its 
very  foundation. 

Mr.  Fox,  after  fome  general  ani- 
madverflons  on  the  dodlrine  of  mini- 
fterial  confidence,  expreffed  his  con¬ 
viction,  that  Pruflia  could  not  be  en¬ 
dangered  by  any  progrefs,  which  the 
Ruffian  arms  might  make  in  Turkey. 
The  real  ftate  of  the  difpute  between 
the  emprefs  and  ourfelves,  he  con- 
fldered  to  be  Amply  this :  the  em¬ 
prefs  offered  to  cede  all  her  con- 
quefts  between  the  Neifler  and  the 
Danube,  and  propofed  only  to  re¬ 
tain  thofe,  which  were  lituated  be¬ 
tween  the  Neifler  and  the  Don;  but 
we  infilled,  that  lhe  fhould  furrender 
all  her  conquefts  without  a  Angle 
exception.  Our  only  ground  there¬ 
fore  of  quarrel,  was  her  unvvilling- 
nefs  to  relign  the  trad  of  country 
alcove  mentioned  ;  which,  although 
in  general  barren  and  unprofitable, 
was  yet  particularly  definable  to 
her,  as  it  contained  a  place  of  much 
[G]  3  value 


102]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791 


value  in  her  eftimation,  the  town 
of  Oczakow.  But  he  remarked, 
that  Oczakow  was  taken  in  the 
year  1788,  fubfequent  to  which 
eriod  we  had  been  informed  by 
is  majefty  from  the  throne,  that 
there  was  every  prolped  of  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  peace.  He  accufed  mi- 
nifters  of  not  having  followed  up 
their  fyftem  of  defenfive  alliance 
with  confiftency.  In  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Reichenbach,  when  they 
found  the  emperor  difpofed  to  peace, 
they  had  negleded  the  opportunity 
of  fecuring  the  emprefs  by  the 
fame  means  and  with  the  fame  ar¬ 
guments,  which  might  then  have 
been  eafily  effeded.  An  alliance 
with  Ruffia  appeared  to  him  the 
inoft  natural  and  the  moft  advanta¬ 
geous,  which  we  could  poffibly 
form. 

The  minifter  contended  in  reply, 
that  the  aggrandizement  of  Ruffia 
and  the  depreffion  of  Turkey  would 
materially  affed  both  our  political 
and  commercial  interefts.  To  the 
queftion,  Why  had  we  not  armed 
fooner?  he  anfwered,  that  during 
our  dilpute  with  Spain  we  had 
neither  been  fo  free  to  ad  as  now, 
nor  was  the  neceffity  then  fo  urgent, 
notwithftanding  the  previous  cap¬ 
ture  of  Oczakow.  He  confidered 
the  uccufation  again!!  minifters,  of 
their  not  having  taken  pains  to  in¬ 
clude  the  emprefs  in  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Reichenbach,  as  trivial  and 
unfounded,  for  when  the  emperor 
manifefted  a  favourable  difpofition, 
it  was  thought  unwife  to  fufpend  the 
negociations  with  him  at  the  ri!k  of 
their  being  entirely  broken  off,  in 
order  to  wait  fpr  the  concurrence 
of  the  emprefs. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  bring  the  Turkifh  empire 
the  confideration  of  the  balance 


of  power  in  Europe  was  extremely 
new,  and  contrary  to  all  former  po- 
litical  fyltems.  He  pointed  out  in 
ffrong  terms,  the  impolicy  and  dan¬ 
ger  of  our  efpoufmg  the  Ottoman 
caufe.  But  the  queftion  feemed  not 
to  be.  Whether  Ruffia  lhould  or 
ftiould  not  difmember  the  Turkilh 
empire  ?  it  was  merely  this.  Whether 
fhe  lhould  poffefs  herfelf  of  Oczakow 
or  not.  When  the  emprefs  con¬ 
ferred  to  cede  all  her  conquefts  be¬ 
tween  the  Neifter  and  the  Danube, 
Ihe  condefcended  in  his  idea  to  do 
more  than  could  well  be  expeded 
from  one  in  the  career  of  vidory. 
He  remarked,  that  the  alliance, 
which  we  had  made  with  Prufliaand 
Holland,  was  never  before  fuppofed 
to  have  been  formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  preferving  the  balance  of  power. 
But  what  would  be  the  confequence 
of  our  interference?  We  were,  it 
appeared,  to  plunge  ourfelves  into 
an  immoderate  expence,  in  order  to 
bring  Chriftian  nations  under  the 
yoke  of  favage  and  inhuman  infidels. 
If  we  aded  *in  this  wanton  manner 
again!!  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  might 
we  not  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  her 
refentment  would  burl!  forth  again!! 
Us,  when  we  the  leal!  expeded  it, 
when  its  effeds  would  be  more 
alarming,  and  when  another  arma¬ 
ment  would  be  requifite  to  repel  her 
threatened  vengeance  ?  The  ad- 
drefs  was  carried  by  a  majority  qf 
93  onlyi — Ayes  228— noes  135. 

The  oppofition  having  divided  in 
fuch  considerable  numbers  upon  the 
preceding  queftion,  Mr.  Grey,  on 
the  1 2th  of  April,  moved : 

j.  That  it  is,  at  all  times,  and 
particularly  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  the  intereft  of  this 
country  to  preferve  peace.” 

2.  “  That  it  is  neither  reafonable 
nor  juft  to  take  up  arms  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  didating  terms  of  peace  be- 
ween  nations  engaged  in  hoflilities, 
without  any  reference  either  to  the 
caufe  of  the  difputes  or  the  cir- 
cumftancesof  the  war.” 

3.  “  That  the  refufal  of  an  offer 
of  mediation  is  no  juft  caufe  for 
war.” 

4.  “  That  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  war  between  Ruflia  and  the 
Porte,  and  fince  the  taking  of  Qc- 
zakow,  this  houfe  has  received  re¬ 
peated  aflurances  from  the  throne, 
that  the  fituation  of  affairs  continued 
to  promife  to  this  country  the  un¬ 
interrupted  enjoyment  of  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace.” 

5.  “  That,  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  affurances  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  throne,  this  houfe 
has  hitherto  confidered  the  interefts 
of  Great  Britain  as  not  likely  to  be 
affe&ed  by  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  arms  on  the  borders  of  the 
Black  Sea.” 

6.  “  That  we  are  not  bound  by 
any  treaty  to  furnifti  afliftance  to 
any  of  our  allies,  except  in  the 
cafe  of  an  attack  upon  them.” 

7.  “  That  none  of  the  pofleflions 
of  this  country,  or  of  any  of  its 
allies,  appear  to  be  threatened  with 
an  hoftile  attack  from  any  foreign 
nation.” 

8.  “  That  the  expence  of  an  ar¬ 
mament  mull  be  burdenfome  to  the 
country,  and  is,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  as  far  as  this  houfe 
is  informed,  highly  inexpedient  and 
unnecessary.” 

A  nation’s  right  to  attack,  Mr. 
Grey  obferved,  could  only  be  rea- 
fonably  founded  on  a  principle  of 
felf-defence ;  no  war,  therefore, 
ihould  be  juftified  upon  the  bare 
ground  of  political  expediency.  To 
redeem  a  right,  to  provide  againft 
ganger,  and  to  repel  an  attack. 


were  the  only  good  rcafons,  which 
could  be  affigned  in  extenuation  of 
an  oftenfive  war.  In  the  inftance 
of  arming  againft  Ruflia,  he  main¬ 
tained,  that  we  had  nothing  of 
this  kind  to  offer  in  excufe  for  our 
conduft.  We  had  no  danger  our- 
felves  to  dread,  nor  had  any  attack 
been  made  upon  our  ally.  But  if  mi- 
nifters  conceived  that  Europe  was 
in  general  endangered,  the  houfe 
fhould  be  informed,  before  the 
country  was  plunged  into  a  war, 
how  the  fimpje  pofleflion  of  the 
town  of  Oczakow  by  the  Ruffians, 
could  make  the  balance  of  Europe 
totter  on  its  beam. 

In  fupport  of  Mr.  Grey’s  argu¬ 
ments  it  was  remarked,  that  the 
court  of  Berlin  had  never  been 
thought  fupine  or  inattentive  to  its 
interefts;  yet  that  the  late  king  of 
Pruflia  had  guaranteed  places  of 
infinitely  more  importance  to  the 
emprefs  than  Oczakow.  So  far 
from  confidering  Ruflia  as  increaf- 
ing  in  ftrengtjh  and  power  by  her 
conquefts  to  the  fouth,  a  convic¬ 
tion  was  declared,  that  every  ac- 
ceflion  of  territory  to  her  in  that 
quarter  was  an  acceflion  of  weak- 
nefs :  and  that  therefore  the  true 
policy  to  be  adopted,  the  true  me¬ 
thod  to  prevent  her  difturbing  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  would  be  to 
permit  her  to  purfue  her  prefent 
fchemes.  But  was  the  idea  to  be 
carried  to  its  utmoft  extent,  was  the 
emprefs  to  realize  all  her  imputed 
views  of  ambition,  was  Ihe  to  get 
pofleflion  of  Conftantinople  itfelf, 
and  expel  the  T urks  from  all  their 
European  provinces;  ft  ill  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  mankind,  fo  far  from 
being  injured,  would  be  confidera- 
bly  benefited  by  it. 

Many  fevere  animadverfions  were 
likewife  made  in  the  co-urfe  of  this 
[G]  4  debate. 
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debate,  upon  that  unlimited  confi¬ 
dence,  which  minillers  were  fuppofed 
to  claim  as  their  due.  The  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  fuch  a  claim  was 
pointed  out,  and  its  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  expofed  in  the  warmed 
terms,  in  language  which  aim  oil 
bordered  on  perfonality. 

The  members  of  the  cabinet  them- 
felves  fludioufly  avoided  all  kind  cf 
difcuffion.  It  was  neyerthelefs  avert¬ 
ed,  by  thofewhofupported  their  mea- 
fures,  that  the  poffeflion  of  Oczakow 
by  the  emprefs  would  facilitate  not 
oply  the  acquifition  of  Conilantino- 
ple,butofall  Lower  Egypt  and  Alex¬ 
andria,  which  would  give  to  Ruffia 
thefupremacy  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  render  her  a  formidable  rival 
to  us,  both  as  a  maritime  and  com¬ 
mercial  power.  The  qudlion  was 
Rated  to  be,  not,  Of  what  intrinfic 
importance  the  Turkifh  empire 
might  be  indtfelf,  individually  con- 
fidered  ?  but  rather,  blow  wduld  a 
defalcation  of  it  in  favour  of  Ruffia 
operate  on  the  general  fafety  of 
Europe,  and  p] re  particular  interdhs 
of  Great  Britain  ?  But  the  ( mprefs 
was  not. only  charred  with  defions 
upon  the  forte ;  her  ambitious 
views  were  fuppofed  to  comprehend 
the  extinction  of  all  the  northern 
powers. 

Mr,  Dundas  remarked,  'that  mi- 
ttUkers  thought  jt  their  duty  to  pre- 
fe.rve  a  total  filence  upon  the  fub- 
jed  before  the  houfe,  while  a  nego¬ 
tiation  was  pending. — The  motion 
was  loll  by  a  majority  of  only  So. 

In  this  day’s  debate  Mr. Sheridan, 
whole  filence  during  the  former 
part  of  the  fefiiop  had  been  matter 
of  lome  fpcculation,  bore  away  the 
palm  cf  oppofition.  Ele  was  ,un- 
commonly  brilliant,  eloquent,  and 
fevere.  Nor  did  he  on  this  cccafion 
Ids  difplay  the  flatefman  than  the 


orator.  He  took  a  wide  range  over 
the  fyfiem  of  Europe,  and  in  con¬ 
cluding  adverted  to  the  French 
revolution ;  on  which  fubjeft  he 
exprefled,  in  very  llrong  language, 
his  immutable  adherence  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  formerly  declared  by  him,  and 
intimated  his  w  illy  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  peace  with  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  nation. 

The  diminutiop  of  the  minifler’s 
majority  upon  the  laft  divifion,  oc¬ 
casioned  another  difcuffion  of  the 
fame  fubjedl  on  the  15  th  of  April^ 
when  Mr.  Baker  moved,  “  That  it 
is  at  all  times  the  right  and  duty  of 
this  houfe,  before  they  confent  to 
lay  any  burdens  on  their  conlli- 
tuents,  to  enquire  into  the  juflice 
and  neceffity  of  the  objeCl,  in  the 
profecution  of  which  iuch  burdens 
are  to  be  incurred. ” 

“  That  no  information  has  been 
given  to  this  houfe,  which  can  fatisfy 
us,  that  the  expences  to  be  incurred 
by  the  prefent  armament  are  necef- 
iary  tolupport  the  interdi  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  or  will  contribute  to  the 
great  and  important  object  of  re- 
lioring  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  ort 
a  iccure  and  lolling  foundation.” 

Much  the  fame  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  as  had  been  adopted  upon  the 
former  occafions,  was  again  urged 
with  equal  force,  and  in  a  tone  of 
triumphant  anticipation.  The  op- 
pofiticn  declared,  that  they  did  not 
v  ifh  to  enquire  into  tfie  lecrets  of 
the  pending  negociation  ;  but  fimply 
to  be  in  formed,  what  were  its  views. 
It  was  the  objeCl  only  of  the  nego¬ 
ciation,  which  they  required  to  be 
divulged ;  and  not  the  means,  by 
which  that  objedl  was  purfued. 

The  minider  obferved,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  many  calls  which 
l  ad  been  made  upon  him,  and  the 
many  harlh  epithets  which  had  been 
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applied  to  his  filence,  his  fenfe  of 
duty  to  his  fovereign  and  his  coun¬ 
try  fhould  Hill  remain  the  rule  of 
his  conduct.  He  meant,  therefore, 
to  enter  into  no  detail  of  the  pend¬ 
ing  negociation  ;  to  offer  no  ex¬ 
planation  inconiiHent  with  his  offi¬ 
cial  dudes.  He  contended,  that 
fufficient  information  had  been  given 
for  the  fimple  aft  of  voting  the  ar¬ 
mament,  his  majefiy  having  ex- 
pre'sly  Hated  in  the  meffage,  that 
fuch  a  meai'ure  was  neceffary  to 
give  effeft  to  the  negociations,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  for  laying 
the  foundation  of  aiolid  and  lalting 
peace.  He  confeffed,  however,  that 
the  houfe  was  not  pledged  to  fup- 
port  a  wdr  without  farther  explana¬ 
tion.  The  ho  lie  might  give  con¬ 
fidence  to  the  fervants  of  the  crown, 
pending  a  negociation  ;  but  that  was 
lubftantially  different  from  pledging 
ltfelf  to  fupport  a  war,  fhould  the 
negociation  prove  unfucceHful. 
That,  which  was  a  fufficient  caufe 
for  an  armament,  might  not  be  a 

lufficient  caufe  for  a  war. 

»  ... 

The  debate  was  concluded  by 
Mr.  Fox,  who  fpoke  with  more  than 
fh is  ufual  force  and  fire.  Among  o- 
ther  things  he  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  to  what  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  Hated  as  the  utmoH  wilh  of 
opposition,  that  rninifters  would  ex¬ 
plain  only  the  object  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  without  enteiing  into  the 
particular  means  which  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  its  profecution.  Of  the 
former,  the  houfe  claimed  an  in- 
difputable  right  to  judge  ;  the  latter 
it  confided  to  the  executive  power. 
In  the  prefent  inliance,  too  much, 
he  conceived,  had  been  difclofed 
for  confidence,  and  too  little  for 
conviftion.  He  maintained,  in  op-' 
pofition  to  the  mini  Her,  that  nothing 
could  juitify  an  armament,  which 


would  not  juflify  a  war.  Mr.  Fox, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  alluded 
to  the  French  revolution,  which  he 
introduced  more  particularly  toward 
the  conclufion,  in  a  manner  fimilar 
to  that  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  for¬ 
mer  debate.  He  was  more  explicit 
than  Mr.  Sheridan  as  to  the  points, 
which  were  the  objefts  of  his  ad¬ 
miration;  and  he  uttered  a  com¬ 
pendious  but  fplendid  panegyric  on 
the  new  conftitution  of  that  country. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Fox  fate  down, 
Mr.  Burke  rofe,  in  much  vifible 
emotion ;  but  the  cry  of  “  Quefiion  !** 
having  been  begun  from  the  oppo- 
fition  benches,  and  caught  by  many 
on  alWides  in  the  houfe  (for  it  was 
then  after  three  in  the  morning),  he 
unwillingly  gave  way  to  the  divi- 
fion. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  92. 

This  important  queHion  was  dif- 
cuffed  for  rhe  laft  time  in  this  feffion, 
on  the  25th  of  May.  it  was  brought 
on  by  a  motion  of  Mr.  T.  Grenville, 
propofing  an  adarefs  to  his  majefiy, 
which  after  afferting  the  right  of 
parliament  to  advile  the  crown  in 
the  exercife  of  the  prerogative  of 
making  war  and  peace,  proceeded 
inciireftly  to  cenfure  the  conduft  and 
fuppofed  views  of  minillers,  and  ad- 
viied  againd  all  fubfequent  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  an  holtile  nature.  Mr. 
Grenville,  in  a  fpeech  of  much  eru¬ 
dition  and  ability,  made  a  variety 
of  remarks  upon  the  right,  which 
that  houfe  poffefied,  of  giving  ad¬ 
vice  on  theie  fubiefts,  and  nro- 

x 

duced  many  precedents  of  its  exer¬ 
cife  from  our  earlieH  records  of  par¬ 
liament:  efpecially  from  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  who  called  no 
lets  than  fixteen  parliaments,  or 
great  councils,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 

pole  of  fubniitting  his  negotiations 
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and  treaties  to  their  conlideration. 
Precedents  alfo  were  cited  from 
more  modern  times,  and  in  the 
prefent  century,  under  the  reigning 
family.  The  next  point  made  was 
againft  the  terms  of  the  vote  of 
credit,  which  was  general  and  un¬ 
limited.  It  was  explained,  that  a 
vote  of  this  kind  having  palled  in 
the  year  1717,  fuch  were  the  abufes 
of  it,  and  fo  large  were  the  fums 
fquandered  in  confequence,  as  to 
give  rife  to  a  fettled  rule,  now  for 
the  firft  time  infringed,  that  a  vote 
of  credit  Ihould  only  be  alked  and 
granted  for  a  certain  and  fpecific 
fum.  The  third  branch  of  his 
argument  related  to  the  grounds  of 
the  prefent  armament,  one  princi¬ 
pal  objedl  of  which,  he  hinted,  might 
be,  to  put  Dantzick  and  Thorn  into 
the  polfeflion  of  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  former  trea¬ 
ties. 

Mr.  Pitt  acceded  to  the  do&rine, 
that  the  houfe  of  commons  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  advife  the 
crown;  but  argued  againft  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  ufing  that  right,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  while  a  nego¬ 
tiation  was  actually  pending.  The 
vote  of  credit,  which  the  houfe  had 
already  palled,  could  not  with  much 
propriety  be  called  a  general  vote 
of  credit,  as  it  put  lefs  in  the 
power  of  minifters,  than  if  a  vote 
had  been  given  for  the  fpecific  fum 
of  a  million,  which  was  known  to 
be  the  ufual  practice  of  the  houfe 
upon  fuch  occalions.  In  one  cafe, 
minifters  would  have  had  the  mil¬ 
lion  exclulive  of  what  might  have 
been  fpared  from  the  fupply  of 
ways  and  means ;  in  the  other,  they 
really  pofTelTed  nothing  more  than 
that  with  which  the  fupply  of  ways 
and  means  alone  furniftied  them.  He 
pofitively  denied  any  intention  on 


the  part  of  minifters,  of  attempting 
to  procure  for  Pruflia  any  acqui- 
lition  of  territory. 

This  addrefs  was  loft  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  94. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  fame 
fubjeft  was  argued  on  the  29th  of 
March,  the  ift  of  April,  and  9th  of 
May.  On  the  29th  of  March,  mi¬ 
nifters  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  thanking  him  for  his  communi¬ 
cation,  &c.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
debate,  which  turned  upon  the  topics 
already  given,  they  declared,  that 
the  propofed  war  was  a  war  of  expe¬ 
diency  only,  and  not  necelfarily  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  treaty  of  alliance 
with  Pruflia,  or  with  any  other  pow¬ 
er.  The  addrefs  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  63. — Contents  97,  non- 
contents  34. 

The  motion,  on  the  jft  of  April, 
was  made  by  earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  the 
principal  obje&s  of  which  were,  to 
difavow  the  necellity  of  our  inter¬ 
ference  between  Ruflia  and  the 
Porte,  as  arifing  from  any  poflible 
conftruttion  of  the  Pruflian  treaty ; 
and  to  declare,  that  there  exifted 
no  reafonable  ground  whatever  for 
any  hoftile  preparation  againft  Ruf¬ 
lia.  In  fupport  of  the  motion,  it 
was  aflerted,  that  if  only  a  diftant 
profpedt  of  danger  to  the  interefts 
of  Pruflia  were  to  be  confidered  as 
a  fufficient  caufe  for  our  engaging 
in  a  war,  and  commencing  holtili- 
ties,  the  Pruflian  treaty,  which  had 
been  termed  a  defenlive  treaty, 
would  be  converted  into  an  offen- 
five  one.  To  this  obfervation  a 
former  anfwer  was  given,  that  the 
war  would  be  folely  a  war  of  expe¬ 
diency.  The  general  arguments 
advanced  by  the  oppofition  were 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  had  been  fo 
fuccefsfully  urged  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  the  diminution  of  the 
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jninider’s  majority,  and  the  com¬ 
plete  embarraflment  of  the  cabinet. 
The  previous  quedion  was  moved 
and  carried. — Contents  94,  non- 
contents  34. 

Earl  Fitz william  took  up  the 
quedion  again  on  the  9th  of  May, 
and  argued  chiefly  upon  the  ground, 
that  a  war  with  Ruflia  would  mate¬ 
rially  injure  our  commercial  inte- 
refts.  His  lordlhip  entered  into  a 
minute  detail  of  the  nature  and  im¬ 
portance  of  our  Ruffian  trade,  which 
he  aflerted  to  be  greatly  in  favour  of 
this  country.  The  imports,  his  lord¬ 
fhip  eflimated  at  one  million  and  a 
half,  and  the  exports  at  nearly 
400,000 1;  but  as  the  imports  con¬ 
fided  chiefly  of  raw  materials,  which 
were  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our  ma¬ 
nufactures,  he  confidered  the  advan¬ 
tage  to  be  clearly  on  our  fide.  The 
principal  articles  of  importation 
were  tallow,  bar-iron,  hemp  and 
deals,  an  exaCt  account  of  the  value 
pf  which  his  lordlhip  very  accurate¬ 
ly  dated  to  the  houfe. 

Lord  Grenville,  on  the  other  hand, 
contended,  that  information  of  fuch 
a  kind  as  that,  upon  which  lord  Fitz- 
william  had  reafoned  (an  informa¬ 
tion,  which  was  alone  collected  from 
the  cudom-houfe  accounts)  might  be 
in  many  cafes  fallacious ;  at  lead  as 
to  the  confequences  built  upon  it; 
and  if  not  fallacious,  was  almod  al¬ 
ways  in  the  eye  of  the  houfe  imper¬ 
fect,  from  the  partial  manner  in 
which  it  was  ufually  dated.  He  af¬ 
fected,  that  admitting  the  importance 
of  the  raw  materials  imported  from 
Ruflia,  a  war  with  that  country  would 
not  deprive  us  of  them,  as  we  might 
be  able  to  obtain  the  fame  commo¬ 
dities,  perhaps  upon  more  advanta¬ 
geous  terms,  from  Poland  through 
the  medium  pf  Pruffia.  “  But  the  ;n« 
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tereds  of  Great  Britain,0  fubjoined 
his  lordlhip,  “  require  us  to  canflder 
the  balance  of  power,  as  well  as  the 
balance  of  trade;  and  to  facrifice,  if 
neceflary,  fome  fmall  commercial 
conveniences,  for  the  prefervation  of 
that  political  profperity,  without 
the  enjoyment  of  which,  commerce 
itfelf  would  be  annihilated.0 — When 
the  houfe  divided,  there  appeared  for 
the  motion  29,  againd  it  96. 

Towards  the  concluflon  of  the  fef- 
fion  it  was  propofed  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  to  “addrefs  his  majedy  not  to 
prorogue  parliament,  until  the  an- 
fwer  lhould  arrive  to  the  lad  meflage 
fent  to  Peterlburgh  concerning  the 
negociation  pending  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ruflia.0 — This  motion 
was  negatived  without  a  diviflon. 

The  adminiflration  of  Mr.  Pitt 
had  never  encountered  fo  rude  a 
fliock  as  from  this  difeuffion.  Yet 
it  is  probable,  that  had  he  been  at 
liberty  to  divulge  all  which  he  then 
knew  of  the  danger  hanging  over 
the  North,  and  which  fubfequent 
events  have  unfolded  to  the  world, 
his  condudl  might  have  been  viewed 
in  a  very  different  light :  at  lead, 
we  have  reafon  fo  to  fuppofe  from 
the  recent  language  of  his  mod  vio¬ 
lent  opponents,  who,  when  it  was 
too  late,  would  have  urged  an  ac¬ 
tual  war  in  defence  of  Poland.  But 
while  he  aCted  from  his  knowledge, 
parliament  and  the  people  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  judging  from 
their  own.  Their  fenfe  was  intel¬ 
ligibly  declared  againd  him:  he 
acknowledged,  and  obeyed  it. 

It  is  faid  that  a  meflenger  having 
been  fent  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  to 
notify  the  delivery  of  the  king’s  mef- 
fage  to  parliament,  he  was  after  the 
firfl  debate  recalled  by  another  mef- 
fenger,  who  proceeded  forward  with 
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difpatches  of  a  very  different  ten¬ 
dency  from  thofe  which  were  ori¬ 
ginally  intended.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment  we  loft  all  weight  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  balance  of  power.  The  con- 
fequences  to  the  affairs  of  that  quar¬ 
ter  we  fhall  hereafter  be  called  to 
relate. — We  now  turn  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  Quebec  bill. 

So  early  as  the  4th  of  March  the 
minifter  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  this  bill.  On  this  occafion  he 
opened  all  the  feveral  heads  of  his 
plan  with  a  detail  unufually  full. 
Scarcely  a  regulation  of  the  molt 
minute  kind  was  left  unexplained. 

It  was  propofed  to  divide  the 
country  into  two  provinces,  and  fub- 
jeft  it  to  two  dillirnft  governments. 
The  legiflature  was  to  confift  of  a 
council  and  houfe  of  aflembly  for 
each  divifion  ;  the  affembly  to  be 
conftituted  in  the  ufual  manner,  but 
the  members  of  the  council  to  be 
members  for  life,  a  power  being  at  the 
fame  time  refenved  to  his  majefty,of 
annexing  to  certain  honours  an  here¬ 
ditary  right  of  fitting  in  the  council. 
All  laws  and  ordinances  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  force,  until  altered  by  the 
new  legiftatures.  The  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  a£t,  which  had  already  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  ordinance  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  was  to  be  continued  as  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  confti- 
tution.  A  provifton  was  to  be  made 
for  the  proteftant  clergy,  in  both  di- 
vifions,  by  an  allotment  of  lands  in 
proportion  to  thofe  which  had  been 
already  granted.  The  tenures, 
which  had  been  a  fubjett  of  difpute, 
were  to  be  fettled,  in  Lower  Cana¬ 
da,  by  the  local  legiflature;  but  in 
Upper  Canada,  as  the  letilers  were 
principally  Britifh,  or  Britifh  colo- 
niftfj  the  tenures  were  intended  to 
be  foccage  tenures.  A  new  re- . 


medy  was  alfo  given  in  caufes  of 
appeal.  The  judgment  of  the  privy 
council  was  no  longer  to  be  final. 
There  was  now  to  be  a  laft  refort  to 
the  houfe  of  lords.  Above  all,  to 
prevent  any  fuch  difcontents  as  had 
occafioned  the  reparation  of  the  unit¬ 
ed  ftates  of  America  from  the  mo¬ 
ther  country,  it  was  provided,  that 
the  Britifh  parliament  fhould  impofe 
no  taxes,  but  what  were  neceffary  tor 
the  regulation  of  trade  and  com- 
merce  ;  and  that  even  thofe  fhould 
be  levied  and  difpofed  by  the  le- 
p  i fiature  of  each  divifion. 

o 

There  was  certainly  nothing  of  an 
over-ftrained  tone  in  this  fyftem. 
On  the  contrary,  the  influence  of 
the  crown  was  taken  below  the 
ftandard  of  the  confiitution-  in  our 
other  colonies.  An  hereditary  ari- 
ftocracy,  mixed  with  an  ariftocracy 
holding  feats  for  life,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  lefs  dependent  on  the 
king  than  counfcllors  named  and 
removed  at  pleafure,  as  in  our  Weft 
India  iilands,  and  in  the  royal 
governments  of  North  America 
before  the  feparation  of  the  united 
ftates.  Nor  was  it  an  innovation 
more  favourable  to  the  prerogative, 
that  an  appeal  now  was  to  lie  from 
the  king  in  his  privy  council,  to 
the  king  in  the  great  council  of  the 
peers  in  parliament.  At  the  fame 
time  the  legiflature  put  bounds  to 
its  own  fupremacy  in  regard  to 
taxation,  and  voluntarily  renounced 
for  ever  a  principle  which  had  been 
afferted  as  juft  and  neceffary,  at  the 
price  of  a  long  and  burthenfome 
war.  / 

On  this  opening  of  the  meafure, 
no  objection  to  the  principle  of  a 
Angle  regulation  was  even  inti¬ 
mated.  Mr.  Fox  alone  fpoke,  and 
very  fhortly.  He  feemed  to  imply 
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at  leaft  his  acquiefcence,  if  not  his 
approbation;  though,  as  he  juftly 
faid,  he  could  not  decidedly  ap¬ 
prove,  what  he  had  not  yet  feen. 
He  did  fee  the  bill.  It  was  read 
without  a  remark ;  it  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  which  is  the  cuftomary 
ftage  of  oppofmg  the  principle,  but 
the  principle  was  not  oppofed. 
The  blanks  were  filled  up  in  the 
committee,  yet  neither  the  pau¬ 
city  of  members,  named  for  the 
aflemblies,  nor  the  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  land  allotted  to  the  church, 
excited  any  hoftile  obfervation. 
On  the  25th  of  March  the  report 
was  made  from  the  committee,  and 
counfel  were  heard,  as  a  petition 
had  been  prefented  again#  the  bill. 
Mr.  Limburner,  the  agent  from 
the  province,  was  alfo  heard  in 
part,  and  delivered  in  the  whole 
of  his  notes,  when  the  minifter 
moved,  that  the  farther  confidera- 
tion  of  the  report  fhould  be  poft- 
poned.  A  converfation  enfued,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  Fox  fug- 
gefted  the  propriety  of  a  re-com¬ 
mitment,  but  declared  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  prefs  it  on  the 
houfe  ;  and  the  mir.ifter’s  -  motion 
was  carried  without  a  divifion,  or 
a  debate. 

Such  was  the  calm  that  ufhered 
in  a  meafure,  defined  in  its  pro- 
grefs  to  be  attended  with  fo  much 
form  and  temped.  Indeed  it 
fecmed  not  unlikely,  that  in  one 
more  fuch  defultory  converfation 
would  have  ended  the  whole  dif- 
cufiion  of  the  Quebec  bill.  But  the 
other  mefifage,  of  which  *an  account 
has  already  been  given,  happened 


in  the  interval ;  and  the  fir#  divi¬ 
fion  of  the  minority  upon  it  run¬ 
ning  fo  unexpectedly  high,  their  ge¬ 
neral  fpirit  of  attack  again#  the 
minilter  was  proportionably  exalted. 
The  Quebec  bill  was  then  before 
the  houfe.  There  was  already  a 
petition  againit  it,  and  more  could 
eafily  be  obtained.  Some  were  of¬ 
fended  becaufe  they  had  not  been 
confulted,  and  others  were  alarmed 
becaufe  they  had  little  to  hope  and 
fomething  to  fear  from  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  any  new  law  on  a  trade  al¬ 
ready  lucrative.  To  cherifh  the 
particular  difcontents  of  thefe  bo¬ 
dies  of  men,  and  add  them  to  the 
general  difiatisfaftion  caufed  by  the 
armament  again#  Rufiia,  was  an 
obvious  policy  and  a  cheap  gain. 
Accordingly  a  ftrong  language  of 
oppofition  was  now  taken  up  for 
the  firft  time  again#  the  Quebec  bill. 

When  the  confideration  of  the 
report  was  to  have  been  refumed  on 
the  8th  of  April,  Mr.  Huftey,  after 
prefenting  a  new  petition,  moved 
the  re-commitment.  Mr.  Fox  fe- 
conded,  and  enforced  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Huftey.  In  breaking  ground, 
he  took  poft  on  the  political  phi- 
lofophy  of  the  day.  He  exprefted  his 
hope,  that,  *  in  promulgating  the 
fcheme  of  a  new  conftitution,  the 
houfe  would  keep  in  view  thofe  en¬ 
lightened  principles  of  freedom, 
which  had  already  made  a  rapid 
progrefs  over  a  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  the  globe,  and  were  every 
day  h aliening  more  and  more  to 
become  univerfal. 

He  objected  to  the  propofed 
plan  of  dividing  Canada  into  two 


This  fentence,  and  one  or  two  others,  containing  allufions  or  ftrong  expref- 
fions  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  are  lupplied  from  the  Parliamentary  Chronicle.  The 
fpeech,  as  given  in  the  Parliamentary  Regifter,  is  very  nearly  the  fame,  except  thele. 
omiflions. — There  is  nothing  on  the  Quebec  Bill,  in  Stockdale’s  Debates,  before 
the  6; h  of  May. 
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rovinces.  The  reafon  which  had 
een  affigned  for  this  divilion  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  ftrongly  to  militate 
againft  it.  It  had  been  remarked 
that  thus  the  French  and  Englifh 
Canadians  would  be  completely 
diftinguifhed  from  each  other. 
But  he  confidered  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  as  big  with  mifchief;  and 
maintained  that  the  wifeft  policy 
would  be  to  form  the  two  defcrip- 
tions  of  people  into  one  body,  and 
endeavour  to  annihilate  all  national 
diftin&ions. 

He  next  obje&ed  to  the  propofed 
mode  of  reprefentation.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  which  the  two  affemblies  was 
to  confift,  the  one  of  fixteen,  the 
other  of  thirty  members,  he  thought 
much  too  fmall.  A  country,  like 
France,  three  or  four  times  larger 
than  Great  Britain,  might  require  a 
proportionably  greater  number  of 
reprefentatives  ;  but  the  reverfe 
therefore  did  not  equally  follow. 
Nor  did  he  approve  of  the  claufe 
which  permitted  the  fame  affem- 
blies  to  remain  undiffolved  for 
the  period  of  feven  years.  Why 
we  fhould  adopt  a  feptennial  bill, 
in  preference  to  an  annual  or 
triennial  one,  he  confeffed  to 
be  beyond  his  comprehenfion. 
By  a  feptennial  bill  Canada  would 
probably  be  deprived  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  few  reprefentatives  that 
were  allowed  it ;  for  as  moll  of  its 
more  refpettable  citizens  were  per- 
fons  engaged  in  trade,  it  was  not 
likely  that  they  fhould  be  able  to 
attend  their  legiflative  duties  for  fo 
long  a  period. 

But  although  the  affemblies  would 
confift  of  fo  fmall  a  number,  the  le¬ 
giflative  councils  in  both  provinces 
were  in  this  refpefl  to  be  unlimited. 
Inllead  of  being  hereditary  conn* 


cils,  or  councils  named  by  the  king* 
as  in  our  Weft  Indian  iflands,  of 
chofen  by  electors,  as  in  the  united 
ftates  of  North  America,  they  were 
to  be  compounded  of  the  former  two. 
For  his  own  part,  he  lhould  have 
preferred  to  all  other  forms  that  of 
a  council  freely  and  frequently  elect¬ 
ed.  On  no  terms  would  he  have 
had  hereditary  counfellors.  He 
meant  not  to  difcufs  the  general 
propofition  of  what  utility  heredi¬ 
tary  powers  and  hereditary  honours 
might  be,  abftraftedly  confidered  3 
but  he  confeffed,  that  he  faw  no¬ 
thing  fo  good  in  them  as  to  make 
him  wifh  for  their  introduftion 
among  a  people  to  whom  they  were 
at  prefent  unknown.  In  kingdom# 
where  they  already  formed  a  part 
of  the  conllitution,  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  deftroy  them ;  but  to 
give  them  birth  in  countries  where 
they  had  no  previous  exiftence,  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  extremely  unwife. 
He  could  not  account  for  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  unlefs  it  was  from  a  wifh, 
that,  as.  Canada  had  formerly  been 
a  French  colony,  an  opportunity 
might  be  afforded  of  reviving  thofe 
titles  and  honours,  the  extinction  of 
which  fome  gentlemen  fo  much  de¬ 
plored,  and  of  awakening  in  the 
Weft  that  fpirit  of  chivalry  which 
had  fo  completely  fallen  into  dif- 
grace  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom. 
He  afked,  if  thofe  red  and  blue  rib¬ 
bands,  which  had  loft  their  luftre 
in  the  old  world,  were  to  Ihine  forth 
again  in  the  new?  It  feemed  to 
him  peculiarly  abfurd  to  introduce 
hereditary  honours  in  America, 
where  thofe  artificial  diftin&ions 
ftink  in  the  noftrils  of  the  natives. 

He  difapproved  of  giving  the 
clergy  fo  large  a  portion  of  the 
lands  as  one  feventh.  Nor  did  he 
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think  the  bill  lefs  exceptionable  as 
far  as  it  related  to  the  regulation  of 
appeals,  the  trial  by  jury,  and  to 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft.  The  two 
lad  provifions  ftiould  have  been 
made  integrant  parts  of  it,  and  not 
have  been  left  to  a  mere  ordinance 
of  the  province :  and  from  the  re¬ 
lation  of  appeals  the  dage  of  the 
ing  in  council  (hould  be  (truck  out, 
and  the  appeal  at  once  be  given  to 
the  houfe  of  lords.  He  hinted  again, 
towards  the  conclulion  of  his  fpeech, 
that  the  governments  edabliffied  in 
the  united  dates  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  would  have  furnilhed  better 
models.  As  the  love  of  liberty  was 
gaining  ground,  in  confequence  of 
the  diffudon  of  literature  and  know¬ 
ledge  through  the  world,  he  thought 
that  a  conditution  (hould  be  formed 
for  Canada  as  confident  as  poflible 
with  the  genuine  principles  of  free¬ 
dom.  This  bill,  in  his  opinion, 
would  not  edablilh  fuch  a  govern¬ 
ment,  and  that  was  his  chief  rea- 
fon  for  oppofmg  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Mr.  Fox;  but  at  the  fame 
time  aflented  to  the  re-commitment 
of  the  bill,  which  he  was  anxious 
to  have  fully  difeufled.  The  divi- 
fion  into  two  provinces  he  confider- 
ed  to  be  a  fundamental  part  of  it, 
as  being  the  mod  likely  method  to 
produce  that  coalition  of  French 
and  Englifli  parties,  which  he  ad¬ 
mitted  with  Mr.  Fox  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  deiirable.  If  there  were 
only  to  be  one  houfe  of  aflembly, 
and  the  two  parties,  as  might  be 
fometimes  expefted,  prove  equal, 
or  nearly  equal,  in  numbers,  a  per¬ 
petual  feene  of  faftious  altercation 
would  fucceed,  and  the  breach  be¬ 
come  wider.  On  the  other  hand, 
by  the  edablifhment  of  two  didinft 
aflemblies,  all  caufe  of  complaint 


would  be  removed ;  while  the 
French  fubjefts,  being  left  to  their 
own  free  choice,  and  not  influenced 
by  the  pride  of  party,  would  mod 
probably  adopt  the  Englifli  laws, 
from  an  unprejudiced  obfervation 
of  their  fuperior  utility. 

He  conceived  that  the  number 
of  which  the  aflemblies  would  con- 
fid,  according  to  the  prefent  popu¬ 
lation  of  Canada,  could  not  with 
propriety  be  augmented ;  but  that, 
when  the  population  was  aftually 
increafed,  there  would  not  be  the 
lead  objeftion  to  any  reafonable  ad¬ 
dition. 

With  regard  to  the  duration  of 
the  aflemblies,  he  thought  the  fpace 
of  feven  years  preferable  to  a  fhorter 
period ;  particularly  as  the  gover¬ 
nor  would  have  lefs  influence  in  the 
Ganadian  councils  and  aflemblies 
than  in  thofe  of  our  Wed  Indian 
colonies. 

He  entirely  differed  from  Mr. 
Fox  in  his  idea  of  the  legiflative 
council,  who  feemed  to  widi  that  it 
might  be  made  eleftive,  according 
to  the  plan  which  had  lately  been 
purfued  in  America.  Whether 
France  and  America  had  chofen 
well  for  themfelves,  under  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circum  dances  of  the  refpeftive 
countries,  he  meant  not  to  enquire  j 
but  he  found  no  difficulty  in  declar¬ 
ing,  that  he  was  convinced  our  own 
conditution  was  the  bed  for  us. 
The  word  republic anifm  he  wifhed 
not  to  ufe  in  an  obnoxious  fenfe, 
but  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that 
none  of  thole  republican  principles, 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  deferibed  as 
refulting  from  a  greater  extenlion 
of  light  and  learning,  and  which 
were  fuppofed  to  give  unparalleled 
fplendour  to  the  conditutions  of 
France  and  America,  would  im¬ 
prove  the  Britiih  conditution.  An 
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ariftocratical  principle  being  one 
neceHary  part  of  a  mixed  govern¬ 
ment,  he  thought  it  proper  that 
there  fhould  be  fuch  a  council  in 
Canada  as  was  provided  by  the 
bill,  and  which  might  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  anfwer  to  our  houfe  of  lords. 

As  to  the  allotment  of  one  fe- 
venth  part  of  the  lands  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  clergy,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  this  proportion  (a 
proportion  much  lefs  than  one  tenth 
of  the  produce  of  the  lands)  had 
almoft  become  an  eftabliihed  cuf- 
tom  in  England,  where  land  was 
given  in  commutation  for  tythes. 
But  this,  as  well  as  every  other  part 
of  the  bill,  if  neceflary,  might  be¬ 
come  a  fubjeft  of  future  revifion. 

It  is  unjuft  to  lean  too  much  on 
particular  words  and  phrafes  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  members  of  either 
houfe.  Our  public  reports  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  parliament  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently  accurate  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe.  But  the  general  tenor  and 
complexion  of  Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech 
cannot  be  miftaken.  Yet  if  he 
fpoke  as  he  felt,  and  was  retrained 
by  no  confiderations  of  prudence, 
his  arguments  were  neither  irregu¬ 
lar  nor  impertinent.  Perhaps,  when 
the  rpinds  of  all  men  were  ferment¬ 
ing  with  the  awful  lehbn  of  theF rench 
revolution,  and  the  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  all  government  and  civil  or¬ 
der  involved  in  the  oppofite  opinions 
of  that  event,  it  was  aim  oft  impoffi- 
ble  but  thcfe  topics,  more  or  lefs, 
mull  colour  the  debates  on  this  occa- 
iion.  It  was  a  queftion  ofexercifing 
the  higheil  power  of  iegiflation  over 
a  country  fir  ft  conquered,  and  after¬ 
wards  ceded  by  treaty  ;  it  aflerted, 

*  See  the  <c  Parallel  between  the  Com 
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therefore,  the  right  of  conqueft,  and 
the  power  of  cefiion,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  the  authority  of  which 
is  llrenuoufly  denied  by  the  great 
teachers  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and 
the  whole  body  of  which  on  this 
very  queflion  has  been  indecently 
called  *  “  an  avowed  code  of  miti- 
“  gated  rapine,  and  fyftematized 
“  murder.”  A  new  conftitution 
was  to  be  formed;  of  courfe  this 
led  to  abftradt  principles,  and  firft 
maxims  of  government.  That  con- 
ftitution  was  to  be  given  to  a  peo¬ 
ple  living  in  America,  but  origi¬ 
nally  colcnifts  from  France;  con- 
fequently  nothing  was  more  natu¬ 
ral  than  to  look  to  the  conllitutions 
both  of  the  ftates  in  vvhofe  neigh¬ 
bourhood  they  are  placed,  and  of 
the  nation  from  whom  they  are 
defee  nded. 

The  fame  remark,  however,  will 
not  apply  to  the  debates  on  the 
other  meffage,  in  which  it  feemed, 
notvvithftanding,  as  if  all  incidental 
opportunities  of  introducing  the 
French  revolution  were  ftudiouf- 
]y  fought,  and  eagerly  feized. 
This  certainly  has  more  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fome  premeditated  de- 
fign.  It  might  be  done  to  fami- 
liarize  parliament  and  the  country, 
in  their  prefent  temper,  to  thefc 
declarations.  The  leaders  of  the 
minority  certainly  now  thought 
the  road  to  power  lay  open  before 
them.  And  had  they  fucceeded,  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  the 
bell  anfwer  to  all  future  attacks  on 
this  fcore  to  have  been  able  to  fay — 
“  Thefe  lentiments  we  have  never 
difguifed;  we  explicitly  avowed 
them  in  the  very  moment  of  your 

U(5l  of  Mr.  Burke  and  that  of  Mr*  Fox/* 
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returning  confidence.”  Poffibly  (and 
it  was  fo  reported)  the  more  im¬ 
mediate  followers  of  Mr.  Fox>Whofe 
fentiments  on  this  fubjeCl  were  in 
unifon  with  his,  demanded  fome 
fuch  dep,  as  neceffary  to  manifeft 
their  independence  of  the  duke  of 
Portland  and  his  friends,  who  co¬ 
incided  in  general  with  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Mr.  Burke.— It  has  alfo 
been  faid  (not  quite  confidently 
With  the  other  report)  that  Mr. 
Sheridan,  having  been  much  cen- 
fured  by  fome  of  his  political  friends 
for  his  indifcretion  on  this  very 
head  in  the  lad  feffion,  had,  in  dif- 
gud,  withdrawn  all  aCUve  fupport 
of  his  great  talents  from  oppofition  ; 
and  that  now,  as  the  price  of  his  re¬ 
turn,  he  infilled  on  being  counte¬ 
nanced  in  a  Ihort  but  explicit  avow¬ 
al  of  his  opinions.  But  whatever 
may  have  been  the  caufe,  the  faCt 
itfelf  is  ilriking. 

From  the  Friday,  when  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  Quebec  bill  was 
moved  and  carried,  nothing  de- 
ferving  the  name  of  a  debate  took 
place,  till  the  Tuefday  following, 
when  Mr.  Grey  made  his  motion 
for  a  committee  on  the  date  of  the 
nation.  It  has  been  already  fee n, 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  then  adverted  to 
the  affairs  of  France:  it  will  be 
now  neceffary  to  date  a  little  more 
particularly  what  he  faid.  All  dif- 
cufiion  on  the  merits  of  the  French 
revolution  he  profeffed  to  waive; 
but  he  affirmed,  in  a  very  emphati- 
cal  manner,  his  adherence  to  his 
known  opinions.  They  dill  remain¬ 
ed  fixed,  he  faid,  and  would  continue 
immortally  the  fame.  He  held  forth 
the  ancient  government  of  France 
as  characterized  by  a  bufy  redlefs 
fpirit  of  intrigue ;  he  considered  the 
enmity  between  the  two  countries 
as  now  wholly  pad  away ;  and  he 


recommended  the  prefervation  of 
peace  on  our  part.  “  He  hoped 
“  that  what  had  happened  in  F ranfce 
“  would  prove  an  ufeful  leffon  here, 
Cf  and  that  wb  Ihoujd  have  leifure  to 
<f  improve  by  dudying  it.”^-In  fome 
reports  he  is  farthei  ieprefented  to 
have  charged  miniders  with  “  being 
“  eager  to  cultivate  all  the  vices  of 
“  the  old  French  fydem,  and  defpife 
rt  all  the  virtues  of  the  new.” 

Mr.  Burke  had  not  been  prefent 
at  Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  on  the  Quebec 
bill ;  he  mud,  however,  have  known 
the  fubdance  of  it,  as  it  had  early 
attraCled  general  notice ;  nor  did  it 
require  his  fagacity  to  difeover  the 
tranfient  farcafm  at  his  beautiful  and 
affeCting  lamentation  over  the  de¬ 
parted  genius  of  chivalry.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan’s  fpeech  in  this  debate  he  did 
hear ;  and  it  was  the  fecond  time, 
within  four  days,  that  the  topic  had 
been  brought  forward.  Yet  he 
fhewed  no  difpofition  to  precipitate 
himfelf  and  the  houfe  into  it,  though 
an  occafion,  if  he  had  chofen  to  take 
it,  was  now  fairly  offered. 

On  the  fucceeding  Friday  Mr. 
Baker  made  a  motion  fimilar  to 
that  of  Mr.  Grey.  Mr.  Fox  on 
that  night  not  only  trod  in  the  foot- 
deps  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  but  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  dill  greater  lengths. 
He  was  more 'direCt  and  fell.  His 
whole  fydem  of  external  politics, 
he  acknowledged,  had  differed  a 
change  with  the  change  of  the 
French  conditutlon.  He  had  for¬ 
merly  been  anxious  for  maintain¬ 
ing  the  balance  of  power,  but  now 
he  owned  hiihfelf  to  be  very  in¬ 
different  about  it ;  not  becaufe  our 
ancient  rival  and  enemy  might  feem 
too  poor  or  too  weak,  to-  give 
us  any  immediate  didurbance,  but 
t<  *  becaufe  die  had  ereCted  a  go- 
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tc  infult  nor  injury  could  be  dreaded  fvver  him  on  the  fpot.  The  con- 
«  by  her  neighbours.”  He  praifed  tention,  he  has  faid,  might  have 
that  government,  in  its  internal  re-  been  fiercer  and  hotter,  but  the  re¬ 
lation,  as  good,  becaufe  it  aimed  to  membrance  of  it  would  not  havefet- 
make  thofe  who  were  fubjeX  to  tied  To  deep,  and  rankled  fo  long  in 
it  happy  ;  and  obferving  that  he  the  heart. 

knew  different  opinions  were  en-  From  this  moment  a  rupture 
tertained  upon  the  point  by  differ-  between  thefe  two  iliuftrious  friends 
ent  men,  he  added,  that  he  for  one  was  diftinXly  forefeen.  The  very 
admired  the  new  conffitution  of  next  morning  the  party,  with  whom 
France,  confidered  altogether,  as*  they  both  aXed,  (hewed  lignsofgreat 
“  the  molt  ftupendous  and  glorious  alarm.  All  within  was  in  commotion. 
*s  edifice  of  liberty  which  had  been  Every  influence,  that  promifed  molt 
€t  erected  on  the  foundation  of  hu-  fuccefs,  was  employed  to  prevent 
4t  man  integrity  in  any  time  or  coun-  by  perfuafion,  the  renewal  of  that*. 
fC  try.”  which  had  beerr  fuppreffed  iir  the 

Mr.  Fox  has  fince  faid,  that  he  firft  inffance  by  clamour.  Some, 
meant  to  approve  only  the  revolu-  even  of  thofe  who  agreed  with 
tion,— -the  deftruXion  of  the  abfolute  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Fox,  threw 
monarchy.  Perhaps  it  might  be  forth  whatever  they  could  of  a 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  metaphor, in  conciliatory  kind  to  Mr.  Burke 
which  all  reports  at  the  time  agreed,  and  his  connexions.  They  pro- 
with  this  correXion  :  but  the  correc-  feffed,  and  appeared,  to  be  fincere- 
tion  he  did  make,  and  had  a  light  to  ly  affiiXed  at  the  confequences^ 
make  it.  Still,  while  the  panegyric  likely  to  flow  from  the  expeXed 
remained  full,  unequivocal  and  ab-  difcuflion.  They  did  not  hefitate 
folute,  pufhed  as  it  was  many  de-  to  accufe  Mr.  Fox  of  imprudence 
grees  beyond  the  g  re  ate  ft  length  to  for  declaring  that,  which  if  he 
which  any  member  had  hitherto  had  not  declared,  the  fame  men 
gone  in  that  afiembly,  it  muff  have  would  probably  have  condemned 
excited  proportionally  ffrong  fen-  him  for  pufillanimity.  On  the 
iations  in  thofe  who,  feeing  no-  other  hand,  many,  who  abhorred 
thing  but  injuffice  in  the  original  the  French  revolution  little  lefs. 
work  of  demolition,  thought  it  only  than  Mr.  Burke  himfelf,  yet  were 
aggravated  to  the  higheit  pitch  by  decided  on  the  expediency  of  paf- 
the  vyeaknefs  and  wickednefs,  appa-  fing  over  for  the  prefent  the  dan- 
rent  to  them  in  the  plan  of  the  edi-  gerous  ientiments,  as  they  thought 
fee  that  was  fubftituted.  Mr.  them,  which  they  bad  recently  heard. 
Burke  felt  it  accordingly,  and  made  They  did  not  hold  it  neceflary  to 
an  effort  to  give  immediate  utte-  feparate  from  their  great  leader  on 
ranee  to  his  feelings  ;  but  the  man-  accountof  mere  fpeculations,  hitch- 
ner  in  which  he  was  flopped  has  ed  into  a  dig refiion,  whatever  might 
been  already  related.  Mr.  Fox  be  the  mifehief  of  their  tendency, 
is  known  fmee  to  have  regretted  and  in  whatever  terms  of  pernicious 
i  the  injudicious  zeal  of  thofe  who  eloquence  th6y  were  conveyed, 
would  not  fuffer  Mr.  Burke  to  an-  They  confidered  it  as  more  juft  to 

*  The  terms  of  this  panegyric  are  taken  from  Mr.  Burke’s  “  Appeal  from  the 
New  to  the  Old  Whigs,”  as  the  beft  authority,  and  hitherto  uncontradiXed. 
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trait  until  the  direft  coh’ifion  of 
thefe  principles  with  the  public  weal 
of  the  ftate  fhould  force  forward 
fome  meafure  that  might  be  made 
a  ted,  not  Of  opinions,  but  of  con¬ 
duit.  In  the  mean  time  they  were 
willing  to  flatter  themfelves  that 
the  train  of  events  ftili  proceeding 
in  France  might  develope  the  at- 
trocious  effects  of  thofe  dcilrines 
in  fo  convincing  a  manner,  as  fulH- 
ciently  to  prove  the  radical  fallacy 
or  iniquity  of  the  whole  fyllem  to 
a  man  like  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  un- 
derftood  even  then  to  admire  only 
in  the  grofs,  and  difapprove  in  the 
detail. 

In  thefe  reafons,  it  is  not  impro¬ 
bable  that  without  being  confcious 
of  it  to  themfelves,  they  may  have 
been  influenced  in  fome  degree  by 
feeling  how  much  it  would  colt  them 
at  once  to  difentangle  themfelves 
from  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and  the 
trammels  of  party.  Mr.  Burke  had 
more  fortitude.  Though  he  had 
always  been  the  champion  of  party, 
in  the  pure  and  genuine  fenfe  of  the 
word,  and  had  a  longer  and  more 
intimate  friendfhip  with  Mr.  Fox 
than  molt  others  of  the  fame  con¬ 
nection,  yet  he  now  heard,  or  be¬ 
lieved  he  heard,  the  imperious  call 
of  a  public  duty,  more  facred  than 
all  the  dearelt  and  itrongeit  bonds 
of  perfonal  and  political  attach¬ 
ment.  He  had  fiom  the  fir  ft  re¬ 
garded  what  was  palling  in  France 
as  calculated  to  ail  in  the  rebound 
upon  this  kingdom.  The  publica¬ 


tion  of  his  “  Reflexions”  for  a 
time  checked,  but  not  flopped, 
the  progrefs  ofthe  affiliated  focieties, 
here.  They  were  ftunned  with  the 
blow  difeharged  at  them*,  but  they 
foon  recovered,  and  again  raifed 
their  heads  higher  than  ever.  They 
now  renewed  their  exertions  with 
redoubled  vigour.  They  applauded 
and  circulated  with  much  activity 
Mr.  Paine’s  “  Rights  of  Man,”  and 
other  fimilar  pamphlets.  The  news¬ 
papers  teemed  with  addrefles,  votes, 
and  refolutions,  and  every  mail  was 
laden  with  frefh  congratulations  and 
incitements  to  the  J acobin  focieties  in 
France.  Bold  and  eager,  they  wanted 
now  only  the  fan&ion  of  fome  more 
diftinguilhed  name  than  they  yet 
poffeffed  to  lead  them.  Mr.  Burke 
knew  the  great  and  juft  authority 
of  his  friend’s  name  :  he  knew  to 
what  purpofes  his  friend’s  panegy¬ 
ric  on  France  might  be  abuled, 
beyond  the  intentions  of  him  who 
made  it.  He  believed  it  therefore 
highly  important  to  his  country, 
that  the  intrinfic  value  of  that  pa¬ 
negyric  fhould  be  brought  to  trial 
in  the  place  where  it  was  uttered ; 
the  more  fo,  perhaps,  as  he  muft 
have  been  allured  that  his  friend 
could  not  (as  he  did  not)  maintain 
it  in  its  unqualified  extent.  Nei¬ 
ther  was  he  at  liberty,  like  others, 
to  pafs  over  for  the  prefent  what  it 
might  be  painful  to  encounter.  He 
flood  already  committed  in  the  face 
of  the  houfe  and  his  country.  Had 
he  Rill  been  filent,  after  this  third 


*  This  fail  appears  ftrongly  marked  on  the  face  of  the  correfpondence  pubiilhed' 
by  the  Revolution  Society.  From  the  month  of  November,  1790,  when  Mr. 
Burke’s  pamphlet  came  out,  there  is  a  linking  chal’rn  till  the  middle  of  March 
following.  They  then  apologize  to  fome  of  the  Jacobin  focieties  of  France  for 
their  long  filence,  becaufe  they  could  not  get  a  fuflicient  attendance  of  members 
before.  Nearly  half  their  lhare  of  the  volume  bears  date  in  March  and  April, 
1791. — It  is  remarkable  too,  that  the  fecret  committee  of  the  houle  of  commons, 
which  fate  in  1794.,  trace  the  plot  divulged  in  their  fecond  report  from  this  very 
period,  and  begin  their  extrails  from  the  books  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  on  the 
23d  of  March  1791.  See  Appendix  C, 
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introdu&ion  of  the  fubjeCt  in  the 
fpace  of  one  week,  they  who  trium¬ 
phantly  thanked  him  for  provoking 
the  difcufiion,  would  have  founded 
a  louder  note  of  triumph  on  his 
ihrinking  from  that  dilcullion.  He 
could  not  be  wanting  to  himfelf, 
without  injury  to  the  public  caufe, 
which  he  had  undertaken.  He 
had  therefore  no  choice.  He  had 
no  way  of  efcaping  from  his  duty. 
Yet  in  difcharging  it,  he  mud  be 
aware  that  he  could  not  but  lofe  his 
friend,  whatever  profefiions  might 
be  made  to  the  contrary :  he  could  not 
expeCt  to  be  followed  even  by  thofe 
among  his  own  party,  who  thought 
with  him ;  for  they  had  pronounced 
what  he  was  going  to  do  inexpe¬ 
dient  :  nor  could  he  look  for  the 
fupport  of  miniflers ;  for  he  nei¬ 
ther  was,  nor  fought  to  be  of  their 
party.  Befides,  they  had  clear  reafons 
of  found  prudence  for  keeping  a 
guarded  refer ve  upon  the  fubjeft, 
which  he  was  not  equally  bound  to 
keep,  as  an  individual  member  of 
parliament,  not  implicating  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  country  by  his  con¬ 
duct. 

His  refolution  was  fixed.  The 
only  remaining  confideration  was, 
how  it  was  to  be  executed.  He 
did  not  think  the  time  yet  come 
for  a  direct  queilion  on  the  mat¬ 
ter;  and  to  have  brought  it  pre¬ 
maturely  forward  in  that  lhape,  and 
then  to  have  failed  in  it,  might  have 
had  a  fatal  effect  on  public  opi¬ 
nion.  The  Quebec  bill  afforded 
a  fair  and  regular  occafion  of 
difcufiing  incidentally  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  all  conilitutions,  efpeci- 
ally  the  American,  the  French,  anci 
the  Englifh ;  and  as  it  was  to.be  in 
a  committee,  he  could  fpeak  as  often 
as  he  pleafed,  in  explanation  or  de¬ 
fence  of  himfelf ;  he  could  (as  he 
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fays)  bring^the  queftions  from  ge*‘ 
neralities  to  fa&s. 

He  now  went  to  fome  of  the 
members  of  adminiflration,  and  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  enough  of  his 
urpofe  to  fatisfy  them,  that  what 
e  meant  to  fay  was  ftridtly  in  or¬ 
der,  he  defired  their  protection  fofar 
as  to  fee ure  him  from  being  again 
filenced  by  clamour.  To  his  friend 
himfelf  he  was  more  explicit.  For 
when,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the 
re-commitment  of  the  Quebec  bill, 
Mr.  Fox,  for  the  lafl  time,  paid 
him  a  vifit,  accompanied  by  a  com¬ 
mon  friend,  he  talked  over  with 
them  the  plan  of  all  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  fay,  opened  the  different 
branches  of  his  argument,  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  limitations  which  he 
meant  to  impofe  on  himfelf.  Mr. 
Fox,  on  his  part,  treated  him  with 
confidence,  and  mentioned  to  him 
a  political  circumftance  of  fome  de¬ 
licacy.  What  it  precifely  was,  Mr. 
Burke  declined  telling,  even  in  the 
heat  of  altercation.  But  from  the' 
tenor  of  the  charge  which  he  feems 
moft  anxious  to  refute,  and  from 
fome  intimations  in  one  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  anfwers,  we  may  form  a  rea- 
fonable  conjecture. 

The  king,  it  feems,  was  repre- 
fented  to  have  ufed  fome  exprelfions 
favourable  to  Mr.  Fox.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  fecure  himfelf  in  his 
lituation,  the  minifter  was  afferted 
to  have  given  out  the  watch -word, 
that  Mr.  Fox  was  by  principle  a 
republican ;  and  it  was  fuppofed, 
that  in  purfuance  of  this  plan,  he 
iniligated  Mr.  Burke  to  the  difeuf- 
fion.  Mr.  Burke  undeceived  his 
friend,  by  relating  the  faCt  as  it 
was.  Still  it  was  requefted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  at  lead  the  difcufiion 
might  not  take  place  on  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  Quebec  bill  5 
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but  Mr.  Burke  had  made  his  choice 
with  too  much  deliberation  to  fore¬ 
go  an  opportunity,  which  he  could 
not  hope  to  find  again  in  any  other 
bufinefs  then  before  parliament,  or 
likely  to  come  before  it.  The  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  interview,  on  the  whole, 
was  (as  is  not  unufual  in  fuch  cafes) 
diredly  contrary  to  the  purpofe  of 
it.  Mr.  Fox  feems  to  have  been 
hurt,  that  the  entreaties  of  friend- 
Ihip  could  not  prevail  over  a  fenfe  of 
public  duty ;  and  Mr.  Burke  pro¬ 
bably  valued  that  friendlhip  a  little 
the  lefs,  when  it  imputed  to  him  the 
folly,  or  the  guilt,  of  being  either  an 
inftrument  or  an  accomplice  in  a 
premeditated  plot  for  the  ruin  of  the 
man  whom  he  loved. 

They  walked,  however,  to  Weft- 
minfter  together,  and  together  en¬ 
tered  the  houfe,  where  they  found 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  in  the  mean 
time  had  moved  to  poftpone  the 
re-commitment  till  after  the  holi¬ 
days.  In  fupporting  his  motion,  he 
declared  that  his  objedions  were 
not  to  any  particular  regulations ; 
they  were  fundamental,  they  went 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill  itfelf. 
He  feems  to  have  been  underftood 
by  the  minifter  as  announcing  an 
oppolition  founded  on  abftrad  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government ;  fomething 
in  the  tone  already  given  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  bill  was  not  fufficient- 
ly  accommodated  to  the  new  lights 
and  modern  philofophy  of  liberty. 
But  this  was  afterwards  denied  by 
Mr.  Sheridan,  who  trufted  alfo  that 
when  the  bill  did  come  under  con- 
fideration,  every  other  difcuflion  but 
that  arifing  from  the  fubjed  of  the 
bill  itfelf,  would  be  averted.  Mr. 
Taylor  caught  up  the  intimation, 
and  carried  it  a  little  further.  He 
obferved,  that  the  bufinefs  had  been 
improperly  treated,  as  involving  the 


confederation  of  general  principles 
of  government,  and  the  conftitutions 
of  other  countries :  on  which  ground 
infinuations  had  been  thrown  out 
again  ft  fome  members  of  the  oppo- 
fition  party.  But  he  gave  notice, 
thjit  if  the  minifter,  or  any  other 
right  honourable  gentleman,  fhould 
wander  from  the  proper  difcuflion 
of  the  fubjed,  he  (hould  call  him  to 
order,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
upon  the  occafion. 

Here  was  a  palpable  allufion  to 
Mr.  Burke.  Yet  he  did  not  rife  to 
anfwer.  Mr.  Fox  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  explaining  what  he  had 
faid  on  the  former  queftion  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Quebec  bill.  After  la¬ 
menting  that  he  had  been  mifun- 
derftood  before,  he  admitted,  that 
in  forming  a  government  for  a  cq- 
lony,  fome  attention  muft  be  pa;4 
to  the  general  principles  of  all  go¬ 
vernments.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
fefiion,  he  faid,  he  had  taken  op¬ 
portunities  of  alluding,  perhaps 
much  too  often,  to  the  French  re¬ 
volution,  and  to  fhew,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  that  his  opinion  on 
the  whole,  was  much  in  its  favour; 
but  on  this  bill  he  had  only  intro¬ 
duced  one  levity,  filly  enough  per¬ 
haps,  and  not  worth  recqtledion, 
that  had  any  relation  to  tfye  French 
revolution;  he  meant  an  allufion  to 
the  extindion  of  nobility  in  France, 
and  its  revival  ,in  Canada.  Cer¬ 
tainly  he  had  fpoken  much  on  the 
government  of  the  American  ftates, 
becaufe  they  were  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Canada,  and  were 
conneded  with  that  province.  Hav-. 
ing  then  obferved  that  the  pru,* 
dence  of  concealing  his  opinions, 
was  a  quality  which  his  dear- 
eft  friends  had  not  very  often  im¬ 
puted  to  him,  and  that  he  thought 
the  public  had  a  right  tQ  the  opi- 
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riions  of  public  men  on  public  mea¬ 
sures,  he  declared,  that  he  never 
had  dated  any  republican  princi¬ 
ples,  with  regard  to  this  country,  in 
or  out  of  parliament:  and  among 
other  things  he  faid,  that  when  the 
Quebec  bill  came  again  to  be  dif- 
cuiTed,  from  the  great  refpedt  which 
he  entertained  for  fome  of  his 
friends,  he  fhould  be  extremely 
forry  to  differ  from  them ;  but  he 
Should  never  be  backward  in  deliver¬ 
ing  his  opinion,  and  he  did  not  wifh 
to  recede  from  any  thing  which  he 
had  formerly  advanced. 

Mr.  Fox  having  thus  come  for¬ 
ward  to  meet  what  he  could  not 
avoid,  drew  fome  remarks  from 
Mr.  Powys,  who  complained  that 
the  debate  had  turned  irregularly 
both  on  retrofped  and  anticipation, 
and  hinted  that  Mr.  Fox  fhould  have 
imitated  the  example  of  Mr.  Burke, 
in  writing,  rather  than  fpeaking 
there,  of  the  French  revolution. 
,Mr.  Dundas  then  took  notice  of  a 
phrafe  uied  by  Mr.  Taylor,  who 
explained :  after  which  the  con¬ 
vention  was  clofed  by  Mr.  Burke. 
He  in  a  very  affecting  man¬ 
ner  allured  the  houfe,  that  nothing 
deprelfed  him  more,  nothing  had 
ever  more  afflidled  him  in  body 
and  mind,  than  the  thought  of 
meeting  his  friend  as  an  adverfary 
and  antagonjfl.  After  noticing  the 
anticipation  which  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  and  the  obfervations  which 
had  been  made,  but  to  which  he 
trufled  that  he  had  given  no  jull 
caufc,  he  declared  his  fenfiments, 
that  in  framing;  a  new  conflitution, 
it  was  nqceffary  to  refer  to  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government  and  examples 
of  other  conllitutions,  becaufe  it 
was  a  material  part  of  every  poli¬ 


tical  queft.ion,  to  fee  how  far  fuch 
and  fuch  principles  have  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  how  they  have  fucceeded 
in  other  places.  His  opinions  on 
government,  he  prefumed  not  to  be 
unknown;  and  the  more  he  confix 
dered  the  French  conditution,  the 
more  forry  he  was  to  fee  it.  Once 
in  the  preceding  felfion  he  had 
thought  himfelf  under  the  necefiity 
of  fpeaking  very  fully  upon  the 
fubjedl ;  but  fince  that  time,  he  had 
never  mentioned  it  either  diredlly 
or  indireCtly;  no  man  therefore 
could  charge  hiiri  with  having  pro¬ 
voked  the  converfa'don  that  had 
paffed.  Fie  fignified,  however,  his 
intention  of  giving  his  judgment 
on  certain  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment  at  the  proper  moment,  in  the 
future  progrefs  of  the  Quebec  bill. 
He  alluded  with  much  candour  to 
Mr.  Fox’s  recent  panegyric  on 
France,  as  well  as  his  own  inef¬ 
fectual  attempt  to  rife  in  anlwer  to 
it,  acquitting  his  friend  from  ail 
defign  of  perfonal  offence  in  it; 
and  he  finiihed  by  faying,  tiiat 
fhould  he  and  his  friend  4’ iter,  he 
delired  it  to  be  recolledted,  that 
however  dear  he  confidered  his 
friendfhip,  there  was  fomething  Hill 
dearer  in  his  mind,  the  love  of  his 
country:  nor  was  he  flimulated  by 
miniilers  to  take  the  part  which  he 
fhould  take  ;  for  whatever  they 
knew  of  his  political  fentiments, 
they  had  learned  from  him,  not  he 
from  them.' 

Mr.  Fox  ha,d  thus  openly  given 
a  challenge,  which  was  accepted 
by  Mr.  Burke  ;  and  a  deteimh 
nation  of  calling  the  latter  to  order 
was  likewife  avowed.  Public  ex¬ 
pectation  was  big  with  the  event* 
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T ranfadions  during  the  recefs.  Re-commitment  of  the  Quebec  bilL  Quefiiou 
put  that  the  bill  be  read  paragraph  by  paragraph .  Mr .  Burke  immediately 
rtfesy  and  /peaks  to  its  general  principle.  States  the  nature  of  the  ad,  which 
the  houfe  is  going  to  do ,  and  their  authority  to  do  it.  Confders  the  confu¬ 
tations  mof  proper  to  be  models  for  the  government  of  a  province  in  America, 
colonized  from  France.  'Touches  on  the  confitution  of  the  United  States  in 
North  America.  Proceeds  to  difcufs  the  new  French  confitution.  After 
fome  time,  is  called  to  order  from  the  oppofition  bench.  Long  and  violent  al¬ 
tercation  on  the  point  of  order.  Mr.  Burke  attacked  by  the  oppofition.  Lord 
Sheffield’s  motion  to  declare  Mr.  Burke’s  fpeech  diforderly.  Mr.  Fox,  in  /peak¬ 
ing  on  this  motion,  goes  into  a  perfonal  accufation  again/  Mr.  Burke  of  poli¬ 
tical  inconfifiency .  Mr.  Burke’s  defence.  Mr.  Fox  rifes  to  reply  in  great 
agitation  of  mind.  Mr.  Burke  complains  of  having  received  a  fecond  and  a 
deeper  wound  under  the  majk  of  friend  flip.  Mr.  Pitt  propofes  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  lord  Sheffield’ s  motion.  Debate  refumed  on  the  nth  of  May. 

,  Mr.  Fox  declares  his  attachment  to  arijlocracy.  Mr.  Burke  confiders  himfelf 
as  abjured  by  his  party.  Refled  ions  on  this  difpute.  Probable  policy  of 
Mr.  Fox .  Real  caufe  of  this  difunion,  and  the  fubfequent  Jeparation  of  the 
party.  \ 


DURING  the  rccefs,  fome  com¬ 
mon  friends  tried  one  or  two 
mere  unavailing  experiments  on 
Mr.  Burke’s  affedlions:  others,  de- 
fpairing  to  lhake  his  refolution,  in¬ 
veighed  againft  him  with  very  little 
referve.  The  daily  prints  in  the  in- 
tereftof  the  oppofition- party  opened 
all  their  fluices  upon  him.  The  plot 
for  the  exclufion  of  Mr.  Fox  from 
power  was  bruited  about,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  had  already  been  in  effeCt 
denied  and  refuted  by  Mr.  Burke; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  papers 
favourable  to  the  minifter  re-echoed 
another  and  more  criminal  plot,  in 
which  they  held  up  Mr.  Burke,  not 
much  more  honourably,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  king’s  evidence,  who 
had  impeached  his  accomplices. 
The  pencil  too  was  called  in  to  the 

*  See  Argus,  2zd  April,  1791 ; 


aid  of  the  pen,  and  paragraphs 
were  embodied  in  caricatures.  In 
the  mean  time,  however,  Mr.  Fox 
enjoyed  one  folid  advantage  from 
that,  which  had  paffed  immediately 
before  the  holidays,  as  the  expla¬ 
nation  which  he  thought  right  to 
give  of  his  former  fpeeches  was  left 
unaccompanied  by  a  iingle  adverfe 
remark  of  Mr.  Burke  or  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  imprefs  itfelf  on  the  minds  of  all 
by  its  own  weight.  *  Accordingly 
his  party  reprellnted  him  as  having 
removed  every  imputation  again!! 
him.  Mr.  Burke  therefore  muft 
have  felt  fo  much  the  lefs  delicacy 
in  bringing  the  fubjeCt  forward,  as 
it  could  no  longer  prove  a  perfonal 
injury  to  his  friend. 

When  the  houfe  re-alTembled,they 
proceeded  on  the  6th  of  May  to  the 

‘  Appeal  to  Old  Whigs,”  p.  23. 
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re-commitment  of  the  Quebec  bill, 
fo  much  expedted  and  dreaded. 
The  chairman  took  the  chair,  and 
began  by  putting  the  uiual  quef- 
tion,  “  Whether  the  bill  Ihauld  be 
read  paragraph  by  paragraph  ?” 
This  is  one  ftage  (though  rather  a 
late  ftage,  according  to  the  ordinary 
forms  of  the  houfe)  for  debating  the 
general  principle;  and  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  as  we  have  feen,  had  actually 
given  notice  that  his  objedtion  would 
go  not  to  the  particular  claufes,  but 
to  the  general  principle. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  Mr. 
Burke  immediately  rofe.  He  re¬ 
marked  that,  as  the  houfe  was 
about  to  appoint  a  legislature 
for  a  diftant  people,  it  ought  firft 
previoully  to  be  Convinced,  that 
it  was  in  itfelf  competent  to  the  af- 
iumption  of  fucha  power.  A  body  of 
rights,  commonly  called  the ‘Rights 
of  Man/  had  been  lately  imported 
from  a  neighbouring  country,  and 
neld  up  by  certain  perfons  in  this 
kingdom  as  paramount  to  all  other 
rights.  A  principal  article  in  this 
hew  code  was,  “  That  all  men  are 
born  free,  equal  in  refpedl  of  rights, 
and  continue  fo  in  fociety.”  If 
fuch  a  dodtrine  were  to  be'adtnit- 
ted,  the  power  of  the  houfe  could 
extend  no  farther  than  to  call  to¬ 
gether  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
and  recommend  to  them  the  free 
choice  of  a  government  for  them- 
felves.  But  he  rather  chofe  to  ar¬ 
gue  from  anotheh  code,  on  which 
mankind  in  all  ages  had  hitherto 
adted^-from  the  law  of  nations. 
On  this  alone  he  conceived  the 
competence  of  the  houfe  to  reft ; 
from  ;  this  we  learnt,  that  we  pof- 
fefted'a  right  of  legiflating  for  Ca¬ 
nada,  founded  upon  a  claim  of  fo- 
yereignty  over  that  country,  which 
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was  at  firft  obtained  by  conqueft* 
but  afterwards  confirmed  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  ceflion  of  its 
former  government,  and  eftablilhed 
by  a  long  uninterrupted  pofieflion.' 

The  competence  of  the  houfe 
therefore  being  admitted,  the  next 
point  to  be  confidered  was,  after 
what  model  the  propofed  conftitu- 
tion  was  to  be  formed.  In  Canada 
there  were  well  known  to  be  many 
ancient  French  inhabitants,  and 
many  new  American  fettlers,  who 
had  migrated  from  the  United 
States.  It  might,  on  this  account, 
be  proper  to  enquire,  whether  the 
conftitutions  of  America  or  France 
poffefled  any  thing  fuperior  to  our 
own  conftitution  ;  any  thing  which, 
if  unprovided  by  the  bill,  might 
make  thofe  people  contemplate  with 
regret  the  happier  fituation  of  their 
fprmer  countrymen. 

The  Americans,  he  believed,  had 
formed  a  conftitution  for  themfelves 
well  adapted  to  their  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances.  They  had  in  fome 
degree  received  a  republican  edu¬ 
cation,  as  their  ancient  government 
partly  partook  of  republicanism 
reftrained  in  its  principles  and  vices 
by  the  beneficence  of  an  over-rul¬ 
ing  monarchy.  The  formation  of 
their  conftitution  was  preceded  by  a 
long  war,  in  the  courfe  of  which, 
by  military  difcipline,  they  had 
learned  order,  fuhmiflion  to  com¬ 
mand,  and  a  regard  for  great  men. 
They  were  trained  to  government 
by  war;  not  by  plots, murders,  and 
afiaflinations.  Another  circiwnftance 
of  confiderable  weight  was,  that 
they  did  not  pofiefs  among  them 
even  the  materials  of  monarchy 
and  ariftocracy.  They  adied,  how¬ 
ever,  too  wifely  to  fet  up  fo  abfurd 
an  idea,  as  that  the  nation  fhould 
•  •  -  .  •  --  ‘  goverq 
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govern  the  nation;  but  formed  a 
conftitution  as  monarchical  and  arif- 
tocratical  as  their  fituation  -would 
permit :  they  formed  one  upon  the 
admirable  model  of  theBritilh  con¬ 
ftitution,  reduced  to  its  primary 
principles.  Yet  he  would  not  fay, 
f  Give  this  conftitution  to  the  peo- 
f  pie  of  Canada;’  for  if  the  bare  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Britilh  conftitution 
was  fo  good,  why  not  give  them,  if 
poffible,  the  thing  itfelf?  Why 
mock  them  with  the  fhadow  of  a 
fhadow,  when  their  fituation,  in  be¬ 
ing  ftill  under  a  mild  and  liberal 
monarchy,  rendered  them  capable 
pf  enjoying  the  fubftance  ?  No¬ 
thing  therefore  feemed  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  difeontent  of  the 
American  inhabitants. 

The  ancient  Canadians  were  the 
next  objefts  of  confideration,  and 
from  their  numbers  entitled  to  the 
greateft  attention.  He  aiked,  fliould 
we  give  them,  ' as  being  French¬ 
men,  the  new  conftitution  of  France  ? 
r—  a  conftitution  founded  on  princi¬ 
ples  diametrically  oppoftte  to  our 
own,  as  different  from  it  as  folly 
from  wifdom,  as  vice  from  virtue  ; 
a  conftitution  founded  on  what  was 
called  the  rights  of  man  ?  The  au¬ 
thors  of  it  had  told  us,  and  their  par- 
fizans,  the  focieties  here,  had  told  us, 
that  it  was  a  great  monument  erect¬ 
ed  for  the  inftru&ion  of  mankind. 
This  was  certainly  done  not  without 
a  view  to  imitation.  But  before  we 
proceeded  to  give  it  to  our  colonies, 
he  thought  that  we  fhould  do  well 
to  conftder  what  would  probably  be 
the  pra&ical  confequences  of  fuch  a 
ftep ;  to  conftder  what  had  already 
been  the  effects  of  a  ftmilar  experi¬ 
ment  on  the  French  Weftlndian  co¬ 
lonies,  where  the  new  principles  of 
Pariftaa  politics  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  and  propagated  with  ardour  ; 
that  we  might  be  enabled  to  form 
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fome  idea  of  the  bleffings  Which  we 
were  about  to  confer.  The  mode 
of  reafoning  from  effe&s  to  caufes 
was  the  old-fafhioned  way.  It  had 
been  adopted  in  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  and  might  with  equal  pro¬ 
priety  be  applied  to  the  philofophy 
of  the  human  mind.  He  fhould 
therefore  ufe  it  now. 

The  French  Weft  Indies,  not- 
withftanding  three  difaftrous  wa-rs, 
were  moft  happy  and  flourilhing, 
till  the  fatal  moment  in  which  the 
rights  of  man  arrived.  Scarcely 
was  this  precious  dodlrine  received 
among  them,  when  Pandora’s  box, 
replete  with  all  mortal  evils,  feem¬ 
ed  to  fly  open,  hell  itfelf  to  yawn, 
and  every  demon  of  mifehief  to 
overfpread  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Blacks  rofe  againft  whites,  whites; 
againft  blacks,  and  each  againft 
the  other  in  murderous  hoftility; 
fubordination  was  deftroyed,  the? 
cords  of  fociety  torn  afunder, 
and  every  man  appeared  to  thirft 
for  the  blood  of  his  neighbour. 
The  mother  country,  not  receiving 
any  great  degree  of  pleafure  in 
contemplating  this  image  of  her- 
felf  refle&ed  in  her  child,  fent  out 
a  body  of  troops,  well  inftrudted 
likewife  in  the  new  principles,  to 
reftore  order  and  tranquillity.  Thefe 
troops,  immediately  upon  their  ar¬ 
rival,  felt  themfelves  bound  to  be¬ 
come  parties  in  the  general  rebel¬ 
lion,  and,  like  moft  of  their  bre¬ 
thren  at  home,  began  the  alfertiou 
of  their  free-born  rights,  by  mur¬ 
dering  their  general.  In  proof  of 
thefe  fa£ts,  he  read  the  account  given 
on  the  35th  of  April  in  the  national 
aflembly  itfelf.  Should  fuch  an  ex¬ 
ample,  he  aiked,  induce  us  to  (hip  oft’ 
for  Canada  a  cargo  of  the  rights  of 
man  ? 

But,  left  it  fhould  be  objetted, 
that  the  diforders  of  the  French 

Weft 
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Weft  Indies  originated  in  local 
caufes,  he  proceeded  to  point  out  the 
deplorable  condition  of  France  itfelf. 
The  national  affembly  had  boafted 
that  they  would  eftablifh  a  fabric 
of  government,  which  time  could 
not  defiroy,  and  the  lateft  pofterity 
would  admire.  This  boaft  had  been 
echoed  by  the  clubs  of  this  country, 
the  Unitarians,  the  Revolution  So¬ 
ciety,  the  Conftitutional  Society,  and 
the  Club  of  the  14th  of  July.  The 
affembly  had  now  continued  nearly 
two  years  in  poffeffion  of  the  abfo- 
lute  authority  which  they  ufurped ; 
yet  they  did  not  appear  to  have  ad¬ 
vanced  a  fingle  ftep  in  fettling  any 
thing  like  a  government ;  but  to 
have  contented  themfelves  with  en¬ 
joying  the  democratic  fatisfa&ion 
of  heaping  every  difgrace  on  fallen 
royalty.  The  conftitution  muft  be 
expetted  now,  if  ever,  to  be  nearly 
complete:  to  try  whether  it  was 
good  in  its  effects,  he  fhould  have 
recourfe  to  the  laft  accounts  of  the 
affembly  itfelf. 

•  They  had  a  king  fuch  as  they 
wifhed,  a  king  who  was  no  king ; 
over  whom  the  marquis  de  la  Fay¬ 
ette,  chief  gaoler  of  Paris,  mounted 
guard.  The  royal  prifoner  having 
wifhed  to  tafte  the  frefhnefs  of  the 
country  air,  had  obtained  a  day-rule 
to  take  a  journey  of  about  five  miles 
from  Paris.  But  fcarcely  had  he  left 
the  city,  before  his  fufpicious  gover¬ 
nors,  recollecting  that  a  temporary 
releafe  from  confinement  might  af¬ 
ford  him  the  means  of  efcape,  fent  a 
tumultuous  rabble  after  him ;  who, 
furrounding  his  carriage,  command¬ 
ed  him  to  flop,  while  one  of  the 
grenadiers  belonging  to  his  faithful 
and  loyal  body  guard,  prefented  a 
bayonet  tp  the  bread:  -t- 

*  Tins  had  juft  before  been 
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Mr.  Burke  was  here  called  to  or¬ 
der  from  the  oppofition  bench.  The 
moment  was  fmgularly  chofen.  The 
regularity  of  difeuffmg  the  new 
conftitution  of  France  in  this  debate 
feemed  to  have  been  admitted,  by 
his  being  fuffered  to  proceed  fd 
long  without  obje&ion ;  and  if  there 
was  any  part  of  his  fpeech,  which 
by  no  poffibility  could  be  dillorted 
into  a  perfonal  application  to  Mr. 
Fox,  it  was  precisely  this,  where 
he  wras  interrupted,  fince  the  fact 
had  happened  fubfequently  to  Mr. 
Fox’s  praife  of  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion,  in  the  debate  on  the  Ruffian 
armament.  A  very  long  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  altercation  enfued,  in 
which  various  members  on  both 
fides  of  the  houfe  took  part.  Mr. 
Fox,  among  other  obfervations, 
called  that  day  a  day  of  privilege, 
when  any  gentleman  might  feledt 
his  mark,  and  with  Mr.  Burke  abufe 
the  government  of  every  other  coun¬ 
try  as  much  as  he  pleafed,  and  that  in 
the  groffieft  terms; — theconftitutions 
of  Zoroafter,  Bramah,  or  Confucius, 
according  to  his  fancy.  He  conclud* 
ed  by  faying,  that  his  f  iend  was  not 
out  of  order.  Mr.  Burke  confidered 
this  as  irony,  but  jultified  what  he 
did  on  the  fame  grounds  as  in  the 
converfation  before  the  holidays; 
and  he  added,  that  there  'was  ceiv 
tainly  no  more  impropriety  in  al¬ 
luding  to  the  French  revolution,  on 
the  queftion  then  before  the  houfe, 
thaln  there  was  in  bringing  it  forward 
on  the  armament  againft  Rufiia,  or 
*  in  a  queftion  of  finance.  He  af¬ 
terwards  declared,  that  he  was  afto- 
niftied  at  the  treatment  which  he 
received,  as  he  had  not  made  the 
leaft  perfonal  reflection  upon  any 
gentleman  whatever.  He  was  fully 

lone  ift  the  houfe  of  lords# 
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Convinced,  that  no  member  cf  that 
houfe  wiffied  to  alter  the  conftitu- 
■  tion.  He  neverthelefs  thought  it 
his  duty  to  difeountenance  certain 
doftrines  which  were  fuppofed  to 
exid  in  this  country,  and  which  were 
intended  fundamentally  to  fubvert 
it. 

Mr.  Burke  endeavoured  no  lefs 
than  feven  times  to  explain,  why 
he  thought  himfelf  in  order;  liut 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  had  hitherto  added  feemed  to 
wilh,  by  repeated  interruptions,  to¬ 
tally  to  filence  him.  He  was  in 
fome  degree  prote&ed  by  the  mi- 
nider,  and  two  or  three  other 
members  on  the  fame  fide.  Mr. 
Martin,  in  particular,  thought  him 
regular;  and  reminded  Mr.  Fox 
of  fome  words  of  his  own  in 
the  converfation  before  the  re- 
eefs.  But  none  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
.own  former  party  fupported  him. 
The  few,  who  were  molt  connected 
jvith  him  by  perfonal  attachment, 
and  who  apreed  with  him  in  their 

'  ’  o 

general  principles  refpeiding  the 
French  revolution,  were  too  fen- 
fibly  affe&ed  to  interfere.  So 
didreffmg  was  the  fcene,  that  the 
minjders,  far  from  feeking  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  own  party- interefls  by 
widening  the  breach,  actually  pref- 
fed  feveral  refpeciable  members, 
who  were  thought  moil  likely  to 
have  weight  both  with  Mr.  Burke 
and  Mr. Fox,  to  interpofe  their  good 
offices.  But  the  talk  was  too  ha¬ 
zardous  and  too  delicatef  This 
was  not  a  difference  arifing  from  a 
private  mifunderftanding,  which 
Would  have  admitted  of  eafy  ac¬ 
commodation  in  two  fup h  minds ; 
but  the  violent  rent  of  an  old 
friendihip  torn  afunder  by  the  force 
of  great  public  principles.  There 
was  no  hope  cf  reconciling,  and 
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much  dagger  of  enfiaming;  an  ef¬ 
fect,  which  feemed  to  have  followed 
all  the  ill-judged  attempts  to  difle 
this  debate,  from  the  moment  that 
Mr.  Burke  arofe  to  anfwer  on  the 
fpot  the  memorable  panegyric  on 
the  F rench  revolution,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Fox  into  the  difeuffion  of  the 
armament  againd  Ruffia.  At  length 
lord  Sheffield  moved,  “  That  differ- 
“  tations  on  the  French  conditution 
<c  are  not  regular  or  orderly  on  the 
“  quedion  ‘That  the  claufes  of  the 
“  Quebec  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time, 
“  paragraph  by  paragraph.’  ”-^-This 
motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Fox. 

The  minider,  who  had  before 
been  called  upon  for  his  opinion, 
both  by  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  now  fhortly  drew  a  didinc- 
tion  between  a  quedion  of  order 
and  a  quedion  of  diferetion.  In 
point  of  diferetion,  he  wiihed  the 
French  revolution  not  to  be  difeuf- 
fed.  But  he  bore  tedimony  to 
Mr.  Burke’s  motives,  which  he 
could  trace  to  no  other  fource  than 
a  pure  regard  for  the  conditution 
of  his  country;  and  he  thought  him 
fully  in  order,  as  the  bill  went  to 
give  a  conditution  to  a  people  at  once 
American,  French,  and  linglifh. 

Mr.  Fox  then  began  a  fpecch, 
which,  though  introduced  on  the 
quedion  of  order,  profeffed  the  me¬ 
lancholy  talk  of  refuting  what  he 
called  charges  brought  wantonly 
and  unprovoked  againd  him.  At 
the  fame  time  he  declared,  that  if, 
after  nve-and-twenty  years,  he  was 
to  lofe  the  friendfhip  of  tke  man  who 
had  fird  and  bed  taught  him  to  feel,  it 
would  hurt  him  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
He  then  paffed  to  the  notion  of  a 
plot  againd  him,  and  faid  that  Mr. 
Burke  had  come  down  to  the  houfe 
not  to  debate  the  claufes  of  the  bill 
then  before  the  committee,  but  to 

fortify 
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fortify  mifreprefentations  of  fome- 
thing,  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  faid 
in  a  former  debate.  This  he  con- 
iidered  as  an  evident  eagernefs  to 
feek  a  difference  of  opinion,  and 
an  anxiety  to  difcover  a  caufe  of 
difpute.  If  Mr.  Burke’s  inten¬ 
tion  had  been  to  preferve  the  con- 
Ilitution  from  any  danger,  with 
which  he  thought  the  conduft  and 
political  fentiments  of  certain  fo- 
cieties  threatened  it,  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  given  notice  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  day  for  the  purpofe,  or  taken  any 
other  occafion  of  doing  it,  than 
that  which  had  furnifhed  the  means 
of  grofs  calumny  againft  his  near- 
eft  and  deareft  friend. 

On  the  fubjeft  of  the  French  re¬ 
volution  he  knew,  that  their  differ¬ 
ent  opinions  were  wide  as  the  poles 
afunder.  Still  however  he  adhered 
to  his  original  fentiments  ;  nor 
would  he  ever  retraft  one  fyllable 
which  he  had  faid  upon  it.  He  re¬ 
peated,  that  he  thought  it,  upon  the 
whole,  one  of  the  mod  glorious 
events  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
But  when  he  fpoke  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  he  wiihed  to  be  underftood  as 
alluding  to  the  revolution  and  not 
to  the  conflitution  of  France,  which 
remained  to  be  improved  by  expe¬ 
rience  and  accommodated  to  cir- 
cumftances.  The  old  defpotifm  was 
annihilated  :  the  new  fyftem  had 
the  good  of  the  people  for  its 
<obje£t ;  and  this  was  the  point  on 
which  he  relied.  With  refpeft  to 
the  effeft  of  the  example  of  France 
on  ourfelves,  when  any  man  could 
prove  that  this  country  was  in  the 
precife  fituation  of  France  at  the 
time  of  her  revolution,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  would  he  declare,  dif- 
regarding  all  the  obloquy  which 
might  be  heaped  on  fuch  a  decla¬ 
ration,  that  the  French  revolution 
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was  an  object  of  imitation  for 
Great  Britain; 

His  political  opinions  he  never 
wifned  to  conceal  ;  but  he  by  no 
means  approved  of  having  a  day 
fixed  to  catechize  him.  At  the 
fame  time  he  hinted  to  Mr.  Burke, 
that  neither  his  pen  nor  his  tongue 
derived  honour  from  a  difcuflion  of 
great  events  without  information. 
Jf  the  committee  fhould  decide, 
that  Mr.  Burke  might  purfue  his 
argument  on  the  French  confti- 
tution,  he  refolved  to  leave  the 
houfe.  He  neverthelefs  meant  not  to 
fhrink  from  the  contefl ;  but,  when¬ 
ever  a  proper  period  for  difcuflion 
came,  feeble  as  his  powers  were, 
compared  to  thofe  of  his  friend  and 
mailer,  he  would  be  ready  to  main¬ 
tain  the  principles,  which  he  had 
aliened,  even  againfl  fuch  fuperior 
eloquence ;  to  maintain,  that  the 
rights  of  man,  how  much  foever 
ridiculed  as  chimerical  and  vifion- 
ary,  thofe  original  rights,  which 
no  prefeription  could  fuperfede,  no 
accident  remove,  were  in  fa£l  the 
bafis  of  every  rational  conflitution, 
and  even  of  the  conflitution  of  Great 
Britain.  Should  he  himfelf  con¬ 
quer,  the  glory  of  the  day  would 
ftill  belong  to  the  conquered ;  for 
(as  he  had  faid  without  a  compli¬ 
ment,  in  the  lafl  feflion)  he  had 
learned  more  from  Mr.  Burke  than 
from  all  books  and  all  men.  All  his 
political  knowledge  was  drawn  from 
Mr.  Burke’s  writings,  fpeeches,  and 
familiar  converfation.  During  the 
American  war,  they  had  rejoiced 
together  at  the  fucceffes  of  a  Wafh- 
ington,  and  fympathized  almofl  in 
tears  for  the  fall  of  a  Montgomery. 
His  friend  then  faid,  that  he  could 
not  draw  a  bill  of  indidlment  againft 
a  whole  people ;  he  had  fince  learn¬ 
ed  to  do  it,  and  to  crowd  it  with 

all 
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all  the  technical  epithets,  fuch 
as  falfe,  malicious,  wicked,  and  fo 
forth,  which  difgraced  our  ftatute 
books.  To  deny  that  the  Britidi 
Gonftitution  was  founded  upon  the 
rights  of  man,  he  confidered  as 
nothing  more  nor  lefs  than  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  libel  that  conlHtution  ;  and 
no  book  which  Mr.  Burke  could 
cite,  no  words  which  he  might  ufe 
in  debate,  however  ingenious,  elo¬ 
quent,  and  able,  as  all  his  writings 
and  fpeeches  undoubtedly  were, 
Ihould  ever  induce  him  to  change 
or  abandon  this  opinion.  Thefe 
topics  were  enlarged  and  imprefled 
with  Mr.  Fox’s  known  force. 

Mr.  Burke  commenced  his  reply 
in  a  grave  and  governed  tone  of 
voice,  obferving,  that  although  he 
had  himfelf  been  repeatedly  called 
to  order,  he  had  neverthelefs  heard 
Mr.  Fox  with  perfedl  compofure, 
and  without  the  lead  interruption. 
He  hoped  that  the  temper,  which 
was  effentially  requifite  on  an  emer¬ 
gency  of  this  important  kind,  would 
attend  him  through  this  painful  con¬ 
tention  ;  yet  he  trufted  that  if  in  the 
warmth  of  his  obfervations,  an  ex- 
preflion  Ihould  drop  which  might 
imply  feverity,  it  would  be  imputed 
to  his  zeal,  and  to  the  anxiety  of  his 
mind,  agitated  as  it  was,  and  not 
to  any  intention  of  perfonal  re¬ 
proach  to  any  individual  vvhatfo- 
ever.  The  fpeech,  he  remarked,  to 
which  he  was  to  reply,  was  perhaps 
one  of  the  moll  diforderly  ever  deli¬ 
vered  in  that  houfe.  His  public  con¬ 
duct,  words,  and  writings,  had  not 
only  been  miireprefented  and  ar¬ 
raigned  in  the  fevered  terms,  but  con¬ 
fidential  converfations  had  been  un¬ 
fairly  brought  forward  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  attempting  to  prove  his  poli¬ 
tical  inconfiftency.  Such  were  the 
inftances  of  kindnefs5  which  he  had 


received  from  one,  whom  he  always 
confidered  as  his  warmed  friend ;  but 
who  after  an  intimacy  of  more  than, 
two-and*  twenty  years,  had  at  lad 
thought  proper,  without  the  lead 
provocation,  to  commence  a  per¬ 
fonal  attack  upon  him.  He  could 
not  conceive  that  the  manner,  in 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  accufed  him  of 
having  fpoken  without  information, 
and  unfupported  by  fafts,  appeared 
to  manifed  any  great  degree  of  ten- 
dernefs  towards  him.  On  the  fub- 
je<d  however  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution,  uninformed  as  fie  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be,  he  had  not  the  lead 
obje&ion  to  meet  that  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  hand  to  hand,  and 
foot  to  foot,  in  a  fair  and  temperate 
difcuflion. 

But  this  it  Teemed  was  not  the 
principal  ground  of  quarrel;  he 
was  accufed  of  having  attempted 
to  bring  forward  a  difcuflion  of 
French  principles,  in  order  to  fix 
a  digma  upon  certain  republi¬ 
can  opinions,  which  Mr.  Fox  was 
faid  to  have  advanced  in  a  folfner 
debate.  This  charge  l»e  denied  in 
the  mod  pofitive  terms ;  and  folemn- 
ly  declared,  that  he  had  made  no 
reference  whatever  to  any  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  fpeeches ;  but  that  he  had 
argued,  as  on  every  other  occafion, 
in  a  plain  and  Ample  manner.  Mr. 
Fox  himfelf  was  no  dranger  to  the 
fubjedl,  which  he  had  propofed  to 
introduce  in  that  night’s  debate. 
He  had  previoufly  to  the  lad  conver- 
fation  on  the  Canada  bill  opened  to 
Mr.  Fox  very  fully  and  particular- 
ly  the  plan  of  the  fpeech  in  which 
he  had  now  been  interrupted;  he 
had  explained  how  far  he  intended 
to  go,  and  what  limits  he  meant  to 
impofe  upon  himfelf,  and  had  Ihewn 
him  all  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  re¬ 
ports,  which  his  friend  had  now  fup- 
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pofed  him  not  to  have  read.  This  he 
had  done  at  his  own  houfe,  from 
whence  they  had  walked  down  to¬ 
gether  to  that  houfe,  converfing  up¬ 
on  the  fubjett  the  whole  way.  Mr. 
Fox  had  then  indeed  di&greed  with 
him  in  opinion,  but  entered  into 
no  quarrel  with  hitti.  He  had  ra¬ 
ther  been  treated  with  confidence, 
and  Come  private  circumftances  of  a 
political  complexion  had  been  men¬ 
tioned  to  him,  to  which,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  what  had  fince  happened, 
he  felt  no  inclination  to  allude. 

For  a  variety  of  reafons  he  confeff- 
ed  that  he  wifhed  to  introduce  the 
fubjedl  of  the  French  conllitution, 
which  he  thought  that  lie  might 
have  done  perfectly  in  order.  In 
the  iirffc  place,  he  felt  defirous  of 
pointing  out  the  danger  of  perpe¬ 
tually  extolling  that  prepollerous 
edifice  upon  all  occafions,  and  in 
the  highell  drain.  Mr.  Fox  had  him- 
felf  termed  it  “  the  moll  llupendous 
and  glorious  edifice  oflibcrty  which 
had  been  erefted  on  the  foundation 
of  human  integrity  in  any  time,  or 
country.”  A  fecond  motive,  which 
had  indeed  fome  little  influence  over 
him,  was  of  a  more  perfonal  na¬ 
ture.  He  had  been  accufed  both 
of  writing  and  fpeaking  of  the  late 
proceedings  in  France  raflily,  un- 
advifedly,  and  wantonly.  This 
charge  he  was  certainly  anxious  to 
refute  ;  but  at  the  very  time,  when 
he  was  about  to  produce  fads  in 
corroboration  0/  his  aflertions, 
blended  with,  private  information 
and  refpedable  authorities,  he  was 
flopped  in  the  mofl  unfair  and  difor- 
derly  manner.  Had  he  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  continue  his  fpeech,  he 
would  have  fhewn,  that  the  ifliie  of 
all  that  has  been  done,  and  of  all 
that  was  then  doing  in  France, 
could  never  ferve  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty,  but  would  inevitably  tend  to 


promote  that  of  tyranny,  oppref- 
lion,  injuflice,  and  anarchy. 

But  what  principally  weighed  with 
him,  and  determined  him  in  his  con- 
ducl,  was  the  danger  that  threaten¬ 
ed  our  own  government, from  prac¬ 
tices,  which  were  notorious  to  all 
the  world.  Were  there  not  clubs 
in  every  quarter,  who  met  and  voted 
refolutions  of  an  alarming  tendency  ? 
Did  they  net  correfpond,  not  only 
with  each  other  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom,  but  with  foreign 
countries  ?  Did  they  not  preach  in 
their  pulpits  dodtrines  which  were 
dangerous,  and  celebrate  at  their 
anniverfary  meetings  proceedings 
incompatible  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifh  conllitution  ?  Did  they  not 
every  where  circulate,  at  a  great 
expence,  the  mofl  infamous  libels 
on  that  conllitution?  At  prefenthe 
faid  that  he  apprehended  no  imme¬ 
diate  danger.  The  king  was  in  full 
power,  peflefled of  all  his  fundlions  ; 
his  minifters  were  refponflble  for 
their  condudl  ;  the  country  was  blefl 
with  an  oppofltion  of  llrong  force  j 
and  the  common  people  themfelves 
feemed  to  be  united  with  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  a  column  of  prudence. 
Neverthelefs  he  maintained,  there 
was  Fill  luflicient  caufc  for  jealoufy 
and  ciicumfpedion.  In  France 
there  were  300,000  in  arms,  who  at 
a  favourable  moment  might  be  hap^ 
py  to  yield  aflillance  ;  befides,  a 
time  of  fcarcity  and  tumult  might 
come,  when  the  greateli:  danger 
was  to  be  dreaded  from  a  clafs  of 
people,  whom  we  might  now  term 
low  intriguers,  and  contemptible 
clubbiils. 

He  again  adverted  to  the  unkind, 
nefs  with  which  Mr.  Fox  had  treated 
him,  who  had  ripped  up  the  whole 
courfe  and  tenour  of  his  public  and 
private  life,  with  a  confiderable  de- 

The  right  ho¬ 
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r.ourable  gentleman,  afterhaving  fa¬ 
tigued  him  with  (kirmifhes  of  order, 
which  were  wonderfully  managed 
by  the  light  infantry  of  oppofition, 
then  brought  down  upon  him  the 
whole  ftrength  and  heavy  artillery 
of  his  own  judgment,  eloquence, 
and  abilities,  to  overwhelm  him  at 
once.  In  carrying  on  the  attack 
again!!  him,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  fupported  by  a 
corps  of  well-difciplined  troops — 

Here  Mr.  Burke  was  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  Grey.  Mr.  Burke  re- 
fufe^to  apologize  ;  but  in  his  fub- 
fequentfpeech,  he  obferved,  that  the 
expreflion  “  well-difciplined”  had 
nothing  offenfive  in  it,  as  being  ap¬ 
plicable  to  any  body  of  men  who 
afted  upon  a  method  and  in  con¬ 
cert. 

It  is  probable  that  a  little  inci¬ 
dent  which  happened  in  the  courfe 
of  Mr.  Burke’s  reply  contributed 
to  draw  from  him  the  expreffions 
confidcrcd  as  difordcrly  by  Mr. 
Grey.  In  his  fpeech  Mr.  Fox  had 
intimated  an  intention  of  leaving 
the  houfe,  if  the  committee  fhoukl 
fuifer  Mr.  Burke  to  proceed.  While 
the  latter  gentleman  was  fpeaking, 
the  former,  being  perhaps  now  re¬ 
solved  on  a  rejoinder,  accidentally 
went  towards  the  lobby  for  home 
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trifling  refrefhment,  with  which  he 
foon  after  returned  to  his  place. 
But  in  the  mean  time  about  twenty 
or  thirty  gentlemen,  of  thofe  moil; 
perfonally  attached  to  him,  miflak- 
ing  his  departure  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  declared  intention,  rofe 
.  from  their  feats,  and  followed  Jiirn 
out  of  the  houfe. 

After  the  interruption  of  Mr. 
Grey’s  call  to  order,  Mr.  Bur^e 
proceeded  to  remark,  that  he  had 
frequently  differed  from  Mr.  Fox 
dn  former  inftances,  particularly  on 
the  fubjeft  of  a  parliamentary  re¬ 


form,  of  the  diflenters  bill,  and  of 
the  royal  marriage  aft;  but  that  no 
one  difference  of  opinion  had  ever 
before  for  a  Angle  moment  inter¬ 
rupted  their  friendfliip.  It  certainly 
was  indifcreet  at  his  time  of  life  to 
provoke  enemies,  or  give  his  friends 
occafion  to  defert  him  ;  yet  if  his 
firm  and  fteady  adherence  to  the 
Britifli  conftitution  placed  him  in 
fuch  a  dilemma,  he  would  rifque  all ; 
and  as  public  duty  and  public  pru¬ 
dence  taught  him,  with  his  lafl 
breath  exclaim,  « Fly  from  the 
French  conllitution  !” 

Mr.  Fox  whifpered,  that  there  was 
no  lofs  of  friendfliip. 

Mr.  Burke  replied,  that  he  was 
forry  there  was.  He  knew  the  price 
of  his  conduft:  he  had  notwith- 
llanding  done  his  duty,  and  loll  his 
friend.  Afterwards,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  two  light  honourable 
gentlemen,  who  were  the  great  ri¬ 
vals  in  that  houfe,  he  expreffed  a 
hope,  that,  whether  they  hereafter 
moved  in  the  political  hemifphere  as 
two  flaming  meteors,  or  walked  to¬ 
gether  like  brethren: hand  in  hand* 
they  would  preferve  and  cherifh  the 
Britifli  conllitution  ;  that  they  would 
guard  it  again!!  innovation,and  pro¬ 
le  ft  it  from  the  peftilentiai  breath  of 
French  philofophy.  He  then  (in 
allufion  to  the  mode  of  reafoning 
under  which  he  ."ad  introduced  the 
topic  of  the  French  confritution) 
broke  into  a  rapturous  apofirophe 
to  the  immeafurable  and  unfpeak- 
able  power  of  the  Deity,  to  whom 
alone,  as  a  being  of  infinite  perfec¬ 
tion,  belongs  the  omnifeience,  which 
fees  all  things  in  their  firftcaufe; 
while  to  us  poor  weak  incapable 
mortals,  there  is  no  rule  of  conduft 
fo  fafe  as  experience,  in  conclu- 
fion  he  moved  an  amendment,  tend¬ 
ing  to  fliew,  by  the  infertion  of 
fome  words  in  lord  Sneffield’s  mo- 


ia8]  ANNUAL  RE 

tion,  the  principle  of  order  which  he 
had  throughout  aiferted. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  from  his  feat  under 
great  agitation  of  mind';  tears  for 
fome  time  impeded  his  utterance  : 
but  after  the  conflict  of  contending 
pafiions  had  a  little  fubhded,  he 
commenced  a  rejoinder  as  much 
diftinguifhed  for  the  farcaftic  fe ve¬ 
rity  of  the  infinuations,  as  for  the 
exceffive,  and  apparently  fincere, 
tendernefs  of  the  profeffions  with 
which  it  abounded.  He  confeffed 
that  he  owed  many  great  obliga¬ 
tions  to  Mr.  Burke;  and  found, 
that  notwithstanding  all  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  harlhnefs,  he  mull:  Hill  love 
him.  If  he  had  given  offence  by 
any  imprudent  or  intemperate  lan¬ 
guage,  he  hoped,  that  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  would  recoiled  their 
pad  friendfhip,  and  forget  it.  It  was 
true  that  they  had  formerly  differed 
in  their  fentiments  upon  other  oc- 
cafions,  without  the  lead  interrup¬ 
tion  of  their  intimacy.  They  had 
differed  on  the  quedion  of  the 
Middlefex  election,  of  the  jury-bill, 
and  many  other  indances ;  they  had 
even  differed  in  their  opinions  of 
the  French  revolution ;  for  when 
Mr.  Burke’s  book  upon  that  fubjed 
was  publifhed,  he  had  condemned 
the  work,  and  every  dodrine  which 
it  contained,  both  publicly  and  pri¬ 
vately.  But  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  his  right  honour¬ 
able  friend  now  appeared  to  dis¬ 
play  fomething  more  than  a  mere 
difference  of  opinion  ;  he  feemed  to 
difcover  a  fecret  wifh  and  difpofi- 
tion  cffentially  to  injure  him  ;  at 
lead  his  conduct  had  that  tendency: 
befides,  as  he  had  before  remarked, 
he  poffeffed  himfelf  a  kind  of  natural 
antipathy  to  the  idea  of  being  cate¬ 
chized  in  his  political  principles  by 
any  man. 
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As  to  his  private  fentiments  of 
the  Britifh  conditution,  he  faid, 
that,  although  he  thought  it  im¬ 
perfect  and  defective  in  theory, 
it  was  admirably  adapted  to  this 
country  in  point  of  practice.  Its 
great  excellence  was  its  corrective 
capacity,  by  which  it  adopted  im¬ 
provements  ;  and  this  was  the  boaft 
of  my  lord  Coke.  He  had  given 
his  fupport  to  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman’s  reform  bill ;  was 
it  now  expeCted  of  him  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  conceived  the  confri-. 
tution  would  have  been  better  with¬ 
out  f  As  an  avowed  enemy  to  all 
teds  whatever,  he  objeded  to  the 
plan  of  putting  every  man’s  politi¬ 
cal  opinions  to  the  ted,  by  obliging 
him  to  abjure  every  other  conftitu- 
tion  but  our  own.  Granting  that 
he  had  been  indifcreet,  and  even 
warm  in  the  terms  of  his  opinion  on 
the  French  revolution,  furely  it 
did  not  deferve  the  fevere  and  point¬ 
ed  epithets  which  had  been  heaped 
upon  him  that  day— 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  loud  enough  to 
be  heard,  that  he  did  not  recoiled  his 
having  ufed  any. 

Mr.  Fox  then  obferved,  that  if 
they  were  out  of  his  right  honour¬ 
able  friend’s  recolledion,  they  were 
out  of  his  own ;  from  that  moment 
they  were  completely  obliterated 
and  forgotten. — He  then  purfued  his 
argument,  andre-afferted  the  mihn- 
formation  of  Mr.  Burke  on  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  France,  but  believed  him  to 
have  advanced  what  he  thought  the 
truth.  Mr.  Fox,  however,  confeffed 
himfelf  not  to.  have  read  what  had 
lately  been  written  on  the  French, 
and  Englifh  conflitutions,  to  which 
tylr.  Burke  alluded— the  works  of 
Mr.  Mackintosh  and  Mr,  Paine.  But 
undemanding  his  friend  to  objed  in 
principle  to  fuch  free  difeuffions,  he 
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declared  generally  in  favour  of  all 
fuch  difcuflions,  as  ufeful  to  politi¬ 
cal  and  moral  truth;  neither  would 
he  arraign  any  man  for  propofing 
to  incorporate  into  the  conftitution 
of  this  country,  what  he  app-oved 
in  the  fyftem  of  another  nation. 

Every  conftitution,  he  faid,  to  be 
good,  muft  be  adapted.  It  was  pre- 
jfiimption,  it  was  bigotry  and  into¬ 
lerance,  beyond  all  precedents  civil 
or  religious,  to  accule  of  folly  and 
vice  a  whole  people,  becaufe  they 
dared  to  think  for  themfelves.  In 
the  year  1780  it  had  been  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  that  houfe,  “  That  the  in- 
“  fluence  of  the  crown  had  increafed, 
“  was  increafing,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
“  miniihed.”  To  this  refolution  his 
right  honourable  friend  had  fub- 
'Ycribed ;  and  would  he  now  refufe 
to  the  French  the  fame  right  which 
he  himfelf  had  exercifed  ?  For,  if 
the  influence  of  the  Britilh  crown 
was  thought  dangerous,  what  in  the 
eyes  of  reflecting  Frenchmen  muft 
-have  appeared  the  influence  of  the 
crown  of  France? — He  would  not 
have  alluded  to  Mr.  Burke’s  con¬ 
duct  in  the  year  1780,  unlefs  he  had 
been  convinced  that  it  redounded  to 
that  gentleman’s  honour,  and  to  the 
glory  of  his  character;  for  where 
could  he  find  an  incident  which  did 
not  ?  It  was  not  for  the  pleafure  of 
drawing  a  malicious  contraft  that 
this  circumftance  had  been  brought 
forward. 

He  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  his 
right  honourable  friend  had  profefled 
an  enthuflaftic  attachment  to  our 
Own  monarchical  conftitution.  Did 
he  remember  that  in  the  year  1783, 
when  his  majeity  in  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne  lamented  the  lofs  which  Ame¬ 
rica  had  fultained  in  being  deprived 
of  the  advantages  refulting  from  a 
monarchical  government,  how  he 
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had  ridiculed  that  fpeech;  and  com¬ 
pared  it  to  a  man’s  opening  the 
door  after  he  had  left  a  room,  and 
faying,  “  At  our  parting  pray  let 
“  me  recommend  a  monarchy  to 
“  you  ?” 

In  applying  this  to  the  defence  of 
the  French  revolution,  Mr.  Fox 
thought  that  event  fuch  an  acquifi- 
tion  to  the  caule  of  freedom,  from 
the  dominion  of  France  over  the 
manners  of  other  nations,  as  to  juf- 
tify  his  former  panegyric;  and  he 
apologized  for  the  excefles  of  the 
French  people  in  its  progrefs,  by 
remarking  that  it  was  natural  for 
them  to  be  guilty  of  many  extrava¬ 
gant  and  abfurd  aClions,  from  the 
apprehcnfion  of  a  fudden  return  of 
that  defpotifm  which  they  had  de- 
ftroyed  ;  experiencing  the  fenfations 
ludicroufly  defcribed  by  our  great 
dramatic  poet,  when  he  makes  Fal- 
llafF  exclaim,  “  I  fear  this  gunpow- 
“  der  Percy,  although  he  be  dead.” 
If  a  fhade  was  wanted  to  contraft 
the  fplendor  of  our  own  conftitution, 
it  was  to  be  found  not  in  the  new 
fyftem,  but  in  the  ancient  defpotifm 
of  France.  He  and  his  friends,  how¬ 
ever,  loved  our  own  conftitution. 
on  grounds  independent  of  all  ex¬ 
ternal  circumftances.  Yet,  he  faid, 
they  thought  the  French  revolution 
would  do  good  to  England.  It 
might  teach  minifters  not  to  endan¬ 
ger  the  juft  influence  of  the  crown 
by  over-ltraining  it;  and  the  people 
of  England,  if  they  fhould  be  dif- 
pofed  rafhly  to  give  way  to  in¬ 
novations,  might  receive  a  warn¬ 
ing  from  the  confufions  which  had 
occafioned  fo  much  lamentation, 
and  which  were  fufRciently  great 
to  deter  others  from  lightly  in¬ 
curring  flmilar  calamities,  though 
they  were  trifling  in  comparifon  of 
the  benefit*  to  which  they  have 
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led.  His  admiration  of  that  event 
(and  he  here  again  repeated  it) 
had  been  mifreprefented  abroad ; 
it  had  been  laid,  that  every  man 
muft  wilh  to  imitate  what  lie  ad¬ 
mired.  But  this  he  denied  to  be 
.  '  conclufive  reafoning.  There  was, 
however,  one  article  of  their  detail, 
in  which  he  was  defirous  of  imi¬ 
tating  the  French;  it  was  a  mea- 
iure  in  which  he  had  been  uniform 
throughout  his  political  life,  and  in 
which  he  and  Mr.  Burke  agreed — 
that  of  univerfal  toleration. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Burke’s  fublime 
apoftrophe  to  the  Deity,  the  found 
philofophy  of  which  Mr.  Fox  admit¬ 
ted,  he  afked,  what  experience  we 
could  have  had  of  the  French  confti- 
tution  ?  It  was,  at  leaft,  a  new  expe¬ 
riment,  though  perhaps  not  a  good 
experiment :  and  he,  for  his  part, 
fufpedted  that  it  was  not  the  belt ; 
becaufe,  if  all  the  wife  ft  men  of  all 
ages  could  be  collected  together  for 
the  purpofe,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  make  a  new  conftitution  of  ori¬ 
ginal  excellence. 

As  to  the  courfe  which  the  de¬ 
bate  had  taken,  he  fhould  have  been 
jfurprized  at  hearing  the  gentlemen 
around  him  called  a  “  well-difci- 
“  plined  corps,”  could  he  be  fur- 
prized  at  any  thing,  after  the  reft 
which  he  had  previouily  heard  that 
night?  He  had  not  requefted  a  fin- 
gle  individual  to  call  Mr.  Burke 
to  order ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
earneftly  entreated  all  around  him 
not  to  interrupt  the  debate.  Did 
his  friend  mean  to  objeCt  altogether 
to  party  as  wrong  ?  Surely  that 
coulcL  not  be  his  opinion,  though 
Mft&Fox  faid,  he  hardly  knew  his 
opinion  on  any  thing.  He  juftified 
and  praifed  the  principle  of  party- 
connexion,  and  gloried  in  that  to 
which  he  himfelf  belonged.  His 
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friend,  who  had  fo  long  been 
member  of  it,  knew  that  no  unbe¬ 
coming  influence  was  exercifed  on 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  aCted  in  it ; 
though,  perhaps,  they  might  think 
that  intreaties  and  folicitations 
ought  to  have  as  much  power  over 
a  friend,  as  a  hint  or  a  nod  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe ;  yet  it 
was  never  fuggefted  that  connexion 
ought  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  duty: 
and  if,  for  the  difeharge  of  his  con- 
fcience,  Mr.  Burke  thought  it  ne- 
ceiTary  to  expofe  what  he  law  alarm¬ 
ing  there,  or  in  the  nation  at  large, 
without  regard  to  friendfhip  or  fa¬ 
vour,  to  this  or  that  fide  of  the  houfe, 
he  ought  to  do  it,  though  he  flood 
alone. 

After  enforcing  in  various  wavs 
all  the  topics  cf  argument  already 
ftated,  he  obferved,  towards  the 
conclufion,  that  he  could  not  help 
laying  again,  that  he  had  been 
unjuftly  and  unfairly  treated;  but 
he  would  not  fuller  that  to  ftep  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  friend.  It 
was  his  intention  to  keep  cut  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman’s 
way,  until  time  and  reflection  had  al¬ 
tered  his  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeCt 
of  their  difference ;  when  he  doubted 
not  but  their  common  friends  would 
endeavour  to  re-unite  them.  An  ap¬ 
peal  was  aifo  made  by  him  to  Mr. 
Burke’s  own  bolom:  he  trufted  that 
the  quicknefs  of  temper,  which  led 
his  friend  to  momentary  heat,  would 
equally  lead  him  to  the  difpofitions 
fo  much  more  congenial  to  his  na¬ 
ture;  and  he  hoped,  that  in  review¬ 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difpute, 
it  would  be  recollected,,  that  they 
had  been  engaged  together  in  a  fyf- 
tematic  oppofition  to  miniftry  fince 
the  year  1784,  at  which  period  Mr. 
Burke  moved  a  reprefentation  to 
the  crown,  fufheient  alone  to  make 
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the  fame  of  any  other  man.  This 
paper  he  connected  with  the  prin-* 
ciples  of  the  Whig  party,  whofe 
profeflion  it  was  to  aftert  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  revolution  in  16885 
and  who  favv,  in  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  reign,  a  difpofition 
to  depart  from  the  condudl,  which 
lad  made  the  laft  two  reigns  To  glo- 
xious,  and  to  make  more  ufe  of 
the  prerogative.  On  this  conftitu- 
tional  point,  he  faid,  it  was  that  in 
1784  they  were  at  iffue;  and  the  event 
of  that  conteft  difplayed  a  power 
that  demanded  a  reform.  He  drew 
from  thence  another  argument,  that 
our  conliitution  is  not  perfect ;  and 
again  acknowledging  the  great  fa¬ 
vours  which  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Burke,  during  fo  many  years  of 
his  life,  he  concluded  with  a  quota¬ 
tion,  expreffing  how  much  keener 
is  the  anguilh  to  be  treated  with 
unkindnefs  by  one  who  has  obliged 
you,  than  one  whom  you  have  ob¬ 
liged. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fpeech,  Mr. 
Fox  appeared  to  confider  it  as  a 
hind  of  charge  made  upon  him  by 
Mr.  Burke,  that  their  intercourie 
had  much  leffened  within  the  lad 
five  years.  But,  in  truth,  the  cir- 
cumftance  was  only  mentioned  by 
the  latter  incidentally,  in  fpeaking 
of  their  habits  of  intimacy,  which 
the  former  had  introduced  into  the 
debate.  Mr.  Fox  explained,  that  it 
had  happened  from  accident  alone, 
and  not  from  any  diminution  of  af- 
feftion. 

Mr.  Burke  now  rofe  again,  with  a 
firmnefs  which  feemed  the  refult 
of  much  internal  effort,  and  com¬ 
mented  upon  what  had  fallen  from 
Mr.  Fox.  He  began  with  remark¬ 
ing,  that  the  tendernefs  which  had 
been  difplayed  in  the  beginning  and 
COnclulion  of  that  gentleman’s 


fpeech,  was  quite  obliterated  by 
what  had  occurred  in  the  middle 
part.  He  regretted,  in  a  tone  and 
manner  of  earneftnefs  and  fervency, 
the  proceedings  of  that  evening, 
which  he  feared  might  long  be  re¬ 
membered  by  their  enemies  to  the 
prejudice  of  both.  He  was  unfor¬ 
tunate  to  fuffer  the  lafh  of  Mr, 
Fox,  but  he  muft  encounter  it. 

Under  the  mafic  of  kindnefs  a  new 
attack  was  made  upon  his  character 
and  conduct  in  the  moil  hoftile 
manner,  and  his  very  jells  brought 
up  in  judgment  againft  him.  Mr. 
Burke  confefled,  that  he  did  not  think 
the  carelefs  expreflions  and  playful 
trifling’s  of  his  unguarded  hours 
would  have  been  recorded,  muftered 
up  in  the  form  of  accufations,  and 
not  only  have  had  a  ferious  meaning 
impofed  upon  them,  which  they 
were  never  intended  to  bear,  but 
one  totally  inconfiftent  with  any 
fair  and  candid  interpretation. — 
Could  his  moll  inveterate  enemy 
have  aded  more  unkindly  towards 
him?  The  event  of  that  night’s 
debate,  in  which  he  had  been  inter¬ 
rupted  without  being  differed  to  ex¬ 
plain,  in  which  he  had  been  ac- 
cufed  without  being  heard  in  his  de¬ 
fence,  made  him  at  a  lofs  to  un¬ 
derhand  what  was  either  party  or 
friend  Chip. 

His  arguments  had  been  mifre- 
prefented.  He  had  never  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  the  Englifh,  like  every 
other  conliitution,  might  not  in 
fome  points  be  amended.  He  had 
never  maintained,  that  to  praife 
our  own  conliitution,  the  bell  way 
was  to  abufe  all  others.  The  ten¬ 
dency  of  all  that  had  been  faid, 
was  to  reprefent  him  as  a  wild  in¬ 
confiftent  man,  only  for  attaching 
bad  epithets  to  a  bad  fubjeft. 

With  the  view  of  ihewing  his  in- 
i  [  /  ]  2  confiftency* 
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Confifiency,  allufions  had  been  made 
to  his  conduct  respecting  his  ceco- 
nomical  reform  in  1780,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  and  the  quefiions  of 
1.784;  but  none  of  thefe  applied. 
If  he  thought,  in  1780,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown  ought  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  limited  ftandard,  and 
with  which  Mr.  Fox  himfelf,  at  the 
time,  feemed  to  be  fatisfied,  it  did 
not  follow  that  the  French  were 
right  in  reducing  it  with  them  to 
nothing.  He  was  favourable  to  the 
Americans,  becaufe  he  fuppofed  they 
were  fighting  not  to  acquire  abfo- 
lute  fpeculative  liberty,  but  to  keep 
what  they  had  under  the  Englifh 
eonfiitution;  and  as  to  his  repre- 
fentation  to  the  crown  in  5784,  he 
looked  back  to  it  with  felf- gratifi¬ 
cation,  fiill  thinking  the  fame.  Yet 
he  knew  not  how  to  devife  a  legifla- 
tive  cure  for  the  wound  then  in  flitted, 
as  it  came  from  the  people,  who 
were  induced  to  decide  for  the 
crown,  againft  the  independence  of 
their  own  reprefentatives. 

The  in  confifiency  of  his  book  with 
his  former  writings  andfpeeches,had 
been  infinuated  and  afiumed,  but  he 
challenged  the  proof  by  fpecific  in¬ 
fiances;  and  he  alfo  aflerted,  that 
there  was  not  one  fiep  of  his  con- 
dud,  nor  one  fvllable  of  his  book, 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  thofe 
men  with  whom  our  glorious  revo¬ 
lution  originated,  and  to  whofe prin¬ 
ciples,  as  a  Whig,  he  declared  an 
inviolable  attachment.  He  was  an 
cld  man,  and  feeing  what  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  introduced  inftead  cf 
the  ancient  temple  of  our  conflitu- 
tion,  could  weep  over  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  new. 

He  again  fiated,  kill  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  the  endeavours  ufed  in 
this  country  to  fupplant  our  own 
fey  the  intrcdu&ion  of  the  new 
French  conftitution;  but  he  did  not 
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believe  Mr.  Fox  at  prefent  had  that 
wifh,  and  he  did  believe  him  to  have 
delivered  his  opinions  abftradedly 
from  any  reference  to  this  country  : 
yet  their  effedl  might  be  different 
on  thofe  who  heard  them,  and  fiill 
more  on  others  through  mifappre- 
henlion  or  mifreprefentations. 

He  replied  to  the  grounds  on  which 
Mr.  Fox  explained  hi.s  panegyric. 
The  lefion  to  kings,  he  was  afraid, 
would  be  of  another  kind.  He  hdd 
heard  Mr.  Fox  own  the  king  of 
France  to  be  the  befi  intentioned  fo- 
vereignin  Europe.  His  good-nature 
and  love  of  his  people  had  ruined 
him.  He  had  conceded  every  thing, 
till  he  was  now  in  a  jail.  The  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  confufions,  on  the 
other  hand,  would  have  very  lit¬ 
tle  operation,  when  it  was  men¬ 
tioned  with  tardy  and  qualified  cen- 
fure,  while  the  praifes  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  were  trumpeted  with  the  loud- 
eft  blafts  through  the  nation. 

He  obferved,  that  Mr.  Fox  him¬ 
felf  had  termed  the  new  French 
fyftem  a  moft  fiupendous  and  glo¬ 
rious  fabric  of  human  integrity. 
He  had  really  conceived,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  poffeff- 
ed  a  better  tafie  in  architedlure, 
than  to  bellow  fo  magnificent  an 
epithet  upon  a  building  compofed 
of  untempered  mortar.  He  con- 
fidered  it  as  the  work  of  Goths  and 
Vandals,  where  every  thing  was 
disjointed  and  inverted. 

As  to  the  church  in  particular, 
it  had  been  faid, that  the  French  had 
abolilhed  all  tefis,  and  given  a  com¬ 
plete  unequivocal  toleration.  Sc 
far  from  it,  Mr.  Burke  infilled  that 
they  had  eftablilhed  the  moll  dia¬ 
bolical  intolerance  that  ever  exilled 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
created  a  new  tell,  not  for  the  fake 
of  fecurity,  but  as  the  means  0: 
cruelty,  opprelfion,  andinjultice,  ir 

ordex 
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order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of 
depriving  many  thoufand individ uals 
of  their  bread.  The  clergy  were 
forced  to  take  this  teft,  or  ftarve  ; 
and  yet  France  was  the  country 
where  there  was  faid  to  be  no  teft  at 
all!  He  drew  a  ftriking  picture  of 
the  perfecutions  to  which  the  reli¬ 
gious  of  both  fexes,  and  the  pious 
few  of  the  laity,  were  expofed, 
throughout  France  :  and  he  particu¬ 
larly  inilanced  the  unmanly  and 
brutal  feverity  inflicted  6n  the  fif- 
terhood  of  the  charity  of  St.  Laza¬ 
rus,  an  order  of  nuns,  who  from  the 
force,  of  pious  zeal  dedicated  them- 
felves  to  the  moil  irklome  of  duties, 
that  of  fpending  their  lives  in  the 
drudgery  of  a  loathfome  hofpital. 
Thofe  meritorious  women  were  feiz- 
ed,  dragged  out,  ftripped,  publicly 
fcourged,  and  turned  adrift  to  get 
their  bread  as  they  could,  where  it 
was  a  crime  for  any  hofpitable  roof 
to  fhelter  them;  and  all  this  was 
for  receiving  the  facrament  from  a 
prieft  who  had  not  taken  the  teft ! — 
The  affembly  knew  of  this  abomina- 
bletyranny, outraging  at  once  piety, 
charity,  and  decency,  yet  they  had 
not  punifhed,  nor  even  cenfured  it. 

But  the  new  conftitution  of 
France  was  faid  to  be  an  experi¬ 
ment.  He  thought,  we  had  feen 
enough  of  it  to  judge  of  its  prac¬ 
tical  effects.  The  new  fovereigns  of 
that  country,  he  greatly  .apprehend¬ 
ed,  would  proceed  from  tyranny  to 
tyranny,  from  oppreftion  to  opprcf- 
fion,  till  the  whole  fyftem  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  complete  ruin  of  that 
miferable  and  deluded  people. 

Mr.  Burke  again  expreftedhis  bor¬ 
row  for  the  occurrences  of  that  day ; 
yet  if  the  good  were  to  many,  he  faid 
that  he  would  willingly  take  the  evil 
to  himfelf.  He  fincerely  hoped, 
that  no  member  of  that  houfe  woul4 


ever  barter  the  conftitution  of  his 
country,  that  eternal  jewel  of 
his  foul,  for  a  wild  and  vifionary 
lyflem,  which  could  only  lead  to 
confufion  and  diforder. 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  having  made  fome 
remarks  upon  the  fingular  fituation, 
in  which  the  houie  then  flood  with 
refpeft  to  the  queftion  before  it;  and 
haying  declared  his  own  opinion  to 
be,  that  Mr.  Burke  had  not  been, 
even  in  the  firft  inftance,  at  all  out 
of  order,  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  by  lord  Sheffield. 

Mr.  Pitt  conceived  that  the  con¬ 
ftitution  could  be  in  no  immediate 
danger;  but  profefled,  that  if  here¬ 
after  there  fhould  appear  to  be  a 
more  ferious  ground  of  apprehen- 
fion,  and  that  ground  Ihould  be 
diftindtly  ftated  by  Mr.  Burke,  he 
fhould  be  eager  to  give  that  gen¬ 
tleman  his  warrneft  and  moft  effec¬ 
tual  fupport.  He  thought  Mr. 
Burke  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of 
his  country  for  having  on  that  day 
in  fo  able  and  eloquent  a  manner  ex- 
prefted  his  fenfe  of  the  degree  of 
danger  which  already  exifted ;  and 
afiured  him,  that  he  would  himfelf 
moft  cordially  co-operate  with  him 
in  taking'  every  poffible  means  to 
preferve  what  he  efteemed  the  moft 
perfect  conftitution  in  the  world,  and 
to  deliver  it  down  to  pofterity  as 
the  beft  fecurity  for  the  profperity, 
freedom,  and  happinefs  of  the  Britilh 
people. 

The  houfe  adjourned  to  the  nth 
of  May  ;  on  which  day  the  claufes 
of  the  bill  were  debated.  Nothing 
very  material  occurred  till  the 
claufe  relating  to  the  legillative 
couucil  was  read,  when  Mr.  Fox 
role  to  objeff  to  it.  He  took  this 
opportunity  of  entering  into  a  de¬ 
claration  of  his  political  opinions. 

[/]  3  There 
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There  could  be  no  good  and  com¬ 
plete  fyilem  of  government,  he  faid, 
without  a  due  mixture  of  monar¬ 
chy,  aridocracy,  and  democracy : 
and  however  unfavourably  one  gen¬ 
tleman  might  condrue  his  fenti- 
ments,  yet  he  confidered  our  own 
aridocracy  as  the  proper  poife  of 
the  conditution,  the  balance  that 
equalized  and  meliorated  the  powers 
of  the  two  other  extremes,  and  gave 
firmnefs  and  liability  to  the  whole. 
He  neverthelefs  did  not  think  it 
wife,  in  an  infant  government, 
where  no  previous  materials  of  fuch 
an  aridocracy  exided,  to  make  that 
branch  of  the  legillature  hereditary. 
Property  was  and  had  ever  been 
efteemed  to  be  the  true  foundation 
of  gridocracy,  and  upon  that  he 
propofed  to  build  the  aridocracy  of 
Canada,  lince  an  a&  of  parliament 
could  not  give  nobility  like  an  Eng- 
Hlh  peerage.  He  thought  it  bed  to 
make  the  council  eleftive,  with  a 
higher  qualification  both  for  the 
ele&ors  and  the  elected,  after  the 
model  of  the  American  conditutions, 
where  the  three  powers  of  monarchy, 
aridocracy,  and  democracy,  were 
judicioudy  blended,  although  under 
different  names.  He  fpoke  at  much 
length  on  thefe  topics. 

This  declaration  feemed  to  give 
great  fatisfaction  to  the  minider, 
who  remarked,  however,  that  a  dif¬ 
ferent  impreffion  refpedling  Mr. 
Fox’s  fentinierts  had  been  made 
both  in  that  houfe  and  abroad,  by 
the  debate  of  the  former  night. 
Believing  him  now  to  be  truly  fin- 
cere,  he  congratulated  himfelf,  that 
he  might  expeCt  to  have,  he  might  be 
fa  re  cf  having,  the  aid  of  fuch  elo¬ 
quence  and  talents  to  redd  any  at¬ 
tempt  at  any  time  to  impair  or  de- 


droy  any  part  of  that  edifice,  which 
for  its  beauty  and  perfection  was  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  world,  and 
the  ineftimable  blefling  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  He  fpoke  in  the  mod  animat¬ 
ed  terms  of  the  principle  of  arifto- 
cracy  in  a  mixed  government ;  but 
combated  the  amendment  fugged- 
ed  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Burke  defired  the  protection 
of  the  houfe  to  the  fituation  in 
which  he  doed.  He  found,  that  * 
fentence  of  banifhment  from  his 
party  had  been  pronounced  againft 
him.  The  houfe  he  hoped  would 
not  confider  him  as  a  bad  man,  al¬ 
though  he  had  been  banilhed  by* 
one  party,  and  was  too  old  to  feek 
another.  Being  thus,  without  an y 
juft  caufe,  feparated  from  his  former 
friends  he  confeded  that  he  feverely 
felt  his  lofs ;  but  that,  what  he  felt 
like  a  man,  he  would  bear  like  3, 
man.  He  truded  at  lead,  that  he 
fhould  meet  a  fair  and  open  hofti- 
lity,  to  which  he  would  oppofe  him- 
felf  with  manly  firmnefs,  for  the  very 
diort  period  that  he  fhould  continue 
a  member  of  that  houfe. 

He  then  once  more  afferted  the  pu- 
rity  of  his  motives ;  and  complained 
of  the  imputations  thrown  upon  his 
conduCt.  And  as  to  the  charge  of 
abufing  republics,  in  order  to  re¬ 
commend  monarchy,  he  affirmed 
that  he  had  never  abufed  any  re¬ 
public,  ancient  or  modern,  but  he  had 
not  termed  France  a  republic:  no, 
it  was  an  anomaly  in  government  $ 
he  knew  not  by  what  name  to  call 
it,  nor  in  what  language  to  deferibe 
it.  It  was  a  compound  (and  he  re¬ 
cited  the  verfes  from  Milton)  of  the 
fublimely  obfeure  and  tremendous 
figure  of  Death,  having  the  likenefs 
of  a  kingly  crown  upon  the  feeming 


*  This  feeins  to  allude  to  the  paragraph,  which  fee  in  p.  2,  of  the <c  Appeal.” 
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head,  with  the  cry  of  hell-hour, ds, 
that  bark  unceafingly  round  the 
waill  of  Sin.  It  was  a  fhapelefs  mon- 
iter,  born  of  Hell  and  Chaos. 

On  the  fubjecl  of  the  claufh,  he 
agreed  with  the  mini  Her.  In  a 
monarchy,  he  contended,  that  the 
ariflotracy  mult  ever  be  nearer  to 
the  crown  than  to  the  democracy, 
becaufe  it  originated  in  the  crown  as 
the  fountain  of  honour  ;  but  in  thofe 
governments  which  partook  not  of 
any- thing  monarchical,  the  arilto- 
cracy  there  necefi'arily  fprang  cut 
of  the  democracy.  He  denied  pro¬ 
perty  to  be  the  foie  foundation  of 
ariltocracy.  He  pointedly  condemn¬ 
ed  a  dole,  and  praifed  an  open,  ari- 
llocracy.  The  power  of  rewarding 
virtue  and  talents  by  a  peerage,  he 
confidered  as  a  royal  prerogative  of 
the  moll  beneficial  kind.  He  en¬ 
tered  into  an  accurate  analyfis  of 
the  houfe  of  lords ;  and  finally  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  council  prcpofcd  by 
Mr.  Fox,  which  he  thought  in  fad. 
to  be  of  a  democratical  conllitution. 
Neither  did  he  find  any  recommen¬ 
dation  of  it  from  experience  ;  and  in 
proof  of  this,  he  went  at  length  into 
the  conllitutions  of  the  American 
colonies  before  their  independence, 
Ihewing  that  all  equally  rebelled. 

He  afterwards  recurred  to  his  own 
fituation  ;  and  defining  with  much 
nicety  the  diftindion  between  a  fac¬ 
tion  and  a  party,  declared,  that  he 
might  be  of  a  fadion,  but  could  not 
be  of  a  party  with  thofe  who  conti¬ 
nued  to  reprobate  the  principles  of 
his  book.  Then,  having  touched  on 
lome  other  points  perfonal  to  him- 
felf,he  doled  hisfpeechby  obferving, 
that  at  a  time  when  open  and  avow¬ 
ed  attempts  were  made  to  circu^ 
late  pamphlets  and  diffeminate  doc¬ 
trines  fubverlive  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  confequently  dangerous 


to  the  conllitution,  it  was  unwar¬ 
rantable  for  any  good  fubjed  to 
be  day  after  day  holding  out  aparade 
of  democracy,  in  order  to  let  the 
unthinking  many  raging  againfl 
the  crown.  He  conceived  that  there 
then  exiued  a  run  againll  mo* 
narchy  ;  but  this  had  been  rafhly 
reprefented  as  the  mere  idle  coinage 
of  nis  own  brain  ;  he  trulled  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  houfe  would  not  rell 
too  fecurely  upon  fuch  a  reprefen- 
tation,  but  take  care  in  time  to 
guard  againfl  the  impending  dan¬ 
ger.  In  faying  what  he  had  upon 
the  fubjed,  he  was  confcious  that 
he  had  done  his  duty;  and  hoped 
that  he  had  in  feme  meafu re  averted, 
what  might  othervvife  have  effected 
the  downfal  of  our  juilly-boafted 
conllitudon — fupported  by  fuch  re- 
fledions,  he  was  not  deprived  of 
confolation,  although  excluded  from 
his  party ;  a  gloomy  folitude  might 
reign  around  him,  but  ail  was  un¬ 
clouded  funfhine  within. 

Mr.  Fox  again  rofe,  and  began 

by  laying,  that  he  had  before  been 

careful  not  to  intermix  anv  remarks 

■/ 

on  French  affairs  ;  but  his  opinions 
remained  unaltered.  Among  other 
things,  he  declared,  that  he  thought 
the  conllitution  was  more  liable  to 
be  ruined  by  an  increale  of  the 
power  of  the  crown,  than  by  anin- 
creafie  of  the  power  of  the  people. 
As  to  Mr.  Burke’s  obfervation  of  his 
being  excluded  from  the  party,  Mr. 
Fox  afferted,  that,  if  that  gentleman 
was  fo  excluded,  it  was  his  own 
choice  ;  for  that  if  he  would  repent, 
he  might  be  allured  that  his  friends 
would  ever  be  ready  to  receive  him, 
to  refpedl  and  love  him.  He  ne- 
verthelefs  at  the  fame  time  infinu- 
ated  that  Mr.  Burke  had  mifufed 
the  functions  and  privileges  of  the 
houfe,  by  holding  long  difeourfes, 

(_  /  ]  4  perfonal 
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perfonal  to  himfelf,  and  relative  to 
imaginary  plots  which  had  no  foun¬ 
dation  in  fad:,  and  bv  thus  prevent¬ 
ing  a  committee  from  doing  its 
duty  in  examining  the  claufes  of  an 
important  bill.  He  hinted  likewife 
that  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  vanity  milled  him,  when  he 
fuppofed  that  the  difcufiion  of  per- 
fonal  topics  in  that  houfe  would 
have  the  ieall  influence  on  public 
opinion. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  reply,  did  not  take 
any  notice  of  thefe  fiefh  attacks  up¬ 
on  him,  of  being  reprefen  ted  -is  a 
vain  man,  a  troublefome  member  of 
the  houfe,  and  a  dreamer  of  viflonary 
dangers;  but  Amply  remarked,  that 
having  pafled  his  youth  without  en¬ 
countering  any  party  difgrace,  he 
had  been  fo  unfortunate  indeed  as 
to  incur  it  in  his  age  ;  nevertheless 
he  wifhed  it  to  be  underflood,  that 
he  folicited  not  the  friendfhip  of  any 
man,  or  of  any  party  in  that  houfe. 
If  heconfented  to  accept. the  return 
of  old  friendfhip  from  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  aded  till  now,  he 
would  enjoy  it  from  their  efteem,  not 
from  their  weaknefs;  from  their 
juftice,  not  from  their  humanity. 

It  was  propofed  to  him  to  repent, 
as  the  condition  of  being  again  re- 
fpeded  and  loved;  but  he  would 
never,  with  contrition  and  peni¬ 
tence,  court  a  reconciliation  to  which, 
as  a  preliminary,  he  muft  make  a 
facriflce  of  thofe  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  in  which  he  had  been 
educated,  and  which  through  life  he 
had  approved,  admired,  and  defend¬ 
ed. 

Thus  ended  a  friendfhip  which 
had  lafled  for  more  than  the  fourth 
par;  of  a  century,  between  two  men, 
of  whom  pofterity  will  only  doubt 
which  to  place  higheft  among  the 
moft  fplendid  examples  of  human 
talents.  We  could  have  wifhed. 
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had  it  been  poflible,  to  have  given 
the  feveral  fpseches  at  full  length  5 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  general 
cafl  and  complexion  of  the  difpute 
have  been  preferyed  with  fidelity. 
To  that  end  all  the  accounts  which 
could  be  obtained  have  been  com¬ 
pared,  and  all  again  tried  by  the  teft 
of  Mr.  Burke’s  Appeal,”  which 
contains  much  of  the  fubflance  of 
thefe  debates,  and  ftands  yet  uncon- 
tradi&ed  in  point  of  fadt;  and  with 
reluftance  it  muft  be  added,  that 
fome  of  the  reports,  commonly  ef- 
teemed  of  good  authority,  required 
the  caution  of  fuch  a  check  in  every 
part.  Neither  has  diligence  been 
fpared  (it  may  be  thought  perhaps 
that  too  much  has  rather  been  ufed) 
in  bringing,  together  every  thing 
which  could  tend  to  illuftrate  the 
immediate  rife  and  progrefs  of  this 
diflenfion,  previous  to  the  re-com¬ 
mitment  of  the  Quebec  bill.  The. 
fubjeifl  feemed  to  demand  it.  It 
was  due  in  juftice  to  an  individual, 
who  has  been  Sometimes  charged 
with  a  deflgn  to  injure  his  friend, 
and  Sometimes  reorefented  as  led 
aftray  by  a  blind  intemperance  ;  but 
who  has  himfelf  conftantly  aflerted, 
that  he  was  discharging,  under  a  fe- 
vere  affliction  of  body  and  mind, 
a  necefiary  duty  to  his  country, 
paramount  to  all  conflderations  of 
private  friendfhip,  by  giving  an 
early  warning  of  a  public  danger,  the 
origin  of  which,  a  fecret  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  has  fince 
referred  to  this  very  point  of  time. 
It  was  alfo  due  to  the  public.  For 
the  reception  which  Mr.  Burke’s 
opinions  have  found  on  the  affairs 
of  France,  and  their  connection  with 
this  kingdom,  has  given  the  whole 
nation  an  intereft  in  his  credit,  and 
the  purity  of  his  motives  in  this  re- 
fpeCt.  That  they  were  pure,  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  whole  tranf- 

a&ienj, 
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action,  fairly  reviewed,  and  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  minister  to  a  part 
within  his  knowledge,  appear  to 
eltablifh.  beyond  a  doubt. 

On  the  other  hand,  tho’  the  charge 
againft  his  confiftency,  brought  by 
Mr.  Fox,  was  wholly  irregular,  both 
as  to  the  queftion  of  order,  or  the 
jnerits  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  was  a  clear  and  direct  perfonal 
attack  upon  him,  we  do  not  think 
that  it  arofe  from  a  want  of  friend¬ 
ship  ;  for  we  believe  the  profeffions 
of  Mr.  Fox  to  have  been  affec¬ 
tionately  fmcere.  Neither  do  we 
think  that  it  was  an  ebullition  of 
that  temper  in  Mr.  Fox,  which  he 
himfelf  confeffed  to  be  warm;  for  it 
was  fo  circumstantial,  and  defend¬ 
ed  to  fuch  minute  points  of  con¬ 
siderable  antiquity,  as  to  carry  with 
it  every  appearance  of  having  been 
remeditated.  It  feems  to  have 
een  extorted  from  him  againft  all 
the  feelings  of  his  heart,  by  the 
exigency  of  his  fituation.  He  pro¬ 
bably  feared  left  the  fchifm,  which 
Was  now  actually  begun,  might 
fpread  farther.  He  wilhed  there¬ 
fore  to  eredt  the  barrier  of  fuppofed 
confiftency  to  ftop  the  fecefiion  of 
others,  and  to  Strengthen  it  by  the 
terror  qf  punifnment  to  ail  who 
Should  pafs  it.  He  endeavoured  to 
eftabliSh  a  bond  of  indiffoluble  union 
againft  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
the  principle  of  the  conteft  in 
1 784.,  and  to  fet  that  above  all  other 
rinciples.  This  policy,  however, 
as  been  ineffectual.  A  reparation 
followed,  where  Mr.  Burke  had 
made  a  crack.  But  in  truth  the 
real  caufe  of  difunion  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  occurrence  of  this  fef- 
Sion,  nor  even  in  the  affairs  of 


France;  thefe  were  only  occasions, 
which  forced  into  notice  a  divifion 
before  existing,  and  arifing  from  a 
real  difference  of  principle.  “  The 
“  political  friends,  with  whom  Mr. 
“  Burke  fet  out  in  life,”  as  he  Said 
in  the  laft  debate,  “  were  moft  of 
“  them  gone  where  he  muft  foon 
“  follow,  and  another  party  had 
‘c  fucceeded  them,  with  whom  he 
“  had  a  died.”  Mr.  Burke,  and  the 
few  who  remained  with  him,  fo  far 
from  being  inconsistent,  adhered  ri¬ 
gidly  to  their  old  principles,  and  ap¬ 
plied  them  to  the  French  revolution, 
while  their  new  aSSociates,  now  form¬ 
ing  a  majority  of  the  party  under 
Mr.  Fox,  floated  down  the  current 
of  the  popular  tide.  This  is  the  clue 
to  the  reparation  very  candidly  and 
truly  given  by  a  writer  full  of  acri¬ 
mony  againft  Mr.  Burke,  and  a 
profeffed  champion  on  the  other 
Side.  He  defcribes  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Burke  on  French  affairs,  as  fet¬ 
tered  by  fyftem  *.  “  The  oracle  of  a 
“  great  aristocracy,”  fays  he,  “  it  had 
“  been  neceffary  for  you  to  form  a 
“  f  creed ;  and  you  had  negledted  the 
“  progress  of  the  human  mind  fub- 
“  fequent  to  its  adoption :”  while 
he  tells  us  that  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  other 
hand,  came  to  the  fubjedt  “  un- 
“  Shackled  by  the  chains  of  fyftem, 
"  at  liberty  to  remark  and  follow 
“  the  progreSs  of  opinion,  and  me- 
“  riting  the  Angular  praife  of  being 
11  more  near  the  level  of  his  age 
“  than  any  profejjed  jiatefman  in 
“  Europe.”  Tiie  history  of  this 
progrefs  of  opinion  in  the  party 
would  be  curious  and  inftrudtive — 
but  we  muft  purfue  our  narrative  of 
the  proceedings  in  parliament. 


*  Parallel  between  the  Condudt  of  Mb*  Burke  and  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  p.  S-. 
f  Thoughts  on  the  CauSes  of  the  prelent  Discontents,  1770* 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  Vlt. 


^hieftion  as  to  the  rights  of  juries  in  cafes  of  libel,  a  difputed  point  of  long 
funding.  Warmly  agitated  in  the  year  1//I.  Bill  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Dovjdefwell :  drawn  by  Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Fox  novo  takes  up  the  bnfnefs. 
He  moves  for  a  grand  committee  on  courts  of  jnfice.  Mr.  Lrjkine  fe~ 
conds  the  motion.  At  the  fuggeficn  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox  withdraws  his 
motion ,  and  obtains  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  removal  of  all  doubts  re- 
fpebling  the  rights  and  functions  of  jury.  Firji  reading  of  ice  bill.  Its 
preamble  rejetted  at  the  feccrid  reading.  The  Conf  deration  of  the  bill  in  the 
houfe  of  lords pofponed  on  the  motion  of  the  lord,  chancellor.  Finance  com¬ 
mittee.  Budget.  Mr.  Sheridan  moves  forty  reflations  relative  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  income  and  expenditure  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Report  of  the 
committee.  India  budget »  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  moves  for  a  repeal  of  the  tef 
att,  in  favour  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland.  Sierra 
Leona  bill.  King’s  fpeech.  Prorogation  of  parliament. 


IN  the  lad  chapter,  we  faw  that 
Mr.  Fox,  while  charging  Mr. 
Burke  with  inconfiftency,  alluded 
to  their  former  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  rights  of  juries:  but  by  a 
Angular  coincidence  of  events,  in 


the  very  next  bufinefs  that  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  hcftife,  he  was 
to  build  no  little  (hare  cf  his  own 
glory  on  his  own  inconfiftency  re¬ 
lative  to  this  fubjedl.  He  was  him- 
felf  to  bring  forward  a  bill  *  very 

iimilar 


*  That  our  readers  may  the  better  compare  the  two  bills,  we  (hall  give  them 
here  in  oppofite  columns.  The  former  is  taken  from  one  of  the  daily  papers 
of  January  the  18th,  1771,  and  is  alfo  to-be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Life  of 
Lord  Chatham ;  the  latter  is  tranfcribed  from  the  ftatute-bcok,  as  it  ultimately 
paffed  the  following  year. 


jury  Bill  of  1771. 

1.  Whereas  doubts  and  controverfieS 
have  arifen,  concerning  the  right  of  ju¬ 
rors  to  try  the  whole  matter  charged  in 
indictments  and  informations  for  (edi¬ 
tions  and  other  libels  ;  for  fettling  and 
clearing  the  fame  in  time  to  come,  be 
it  enabled,  &c.  that  from  and  after,  &c. 
the  jurors  who  (hall  be  duly  impanelled 
and  (worn  to  try  the  iffue  between  the 
king  and  the  defendant,  upon  any  in- 
tiiflment  or  information  for  a  feditious 
libel,  or  a  libel  under  any  other  deno¬ 
mination  or  description,  (hall,  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpcfes,  be  held  and  reputed,  in 
law  and  in  right,  competent  to  try  every 

part 


Jury  Bill  of  179 1. 

I.  Whereas  doubts  have  arifen,  whe» 
ther,  on  the  trial  of  an  indi&ment  or 
information  for  the  making  or  pubhfh- 
ing  any  libel,  where  an  iffue  or  iffues 
are  joined  between  the  king  and  the 
defendant  or  defendants  on  the  plea  of 
not  guilty  pleaded.,  it  be  competent  to 
the  jury  impanelled  to  try  the  fame  to 
give  their  verdifl  upon  the  whole  matter 
in  iffue j  be  it  therefore  declared  and 
ena&ed  by  the  king’s  mod  excellent 
maiefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  lords  Spiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  par¬ 
liament  affsmbled,  and  by  the  authority 
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fimilar  to  that  on  which  he  had 
many  years  before  oppofed  his  late 
friend. 

The  rights  of  juries,  in  cafes  of 
libel,  to  try  the  whole  iffue,  was  a 
queftion  of  long  handing  The 
doftrine  which  prevailed  in  our 
courts  of  juftice  had  certainly  taken 
root  there  long  before  the  time  of 


Jury  Bill  of  1771,  ( continued.) 

part  of  the  matter  laid  or  charged  in  the 
laid  indictment  or  information,  compre¬ 
hending  the  criminal  intention  of  the 
defendant,  and  evil  tendency  of  the  libel 
charged,  as  well  as  the  mere  faft  of  the 
publication  thereof ;  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  by  innuendo  of  blanks,  initial  let¬ 
ters,  pictures,  and  other  devices,  any 
law  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 


II.  Provided  that  nothing  in  the  aft 
be  conftrued  to  prevent  or  reftrain  tire 
judges  or  juftices,  before  whom  fuch 
iffues  fhall  be  tried,  from  inftruftmg 
the  jurors  concerning  the  law  upon  the 
matter  fo  in  iffue,  as  fully  as  may  be 
done  in  other  mifdemeanors,  where  the 
jurors  do  and  ought  to  try  the  whole 
matter  ;  nor  to  reftrain  the  jurors  from 
finding  the  matter  fpecial,  if  the  law  to 
them  fhall  feem  difficult  and  doubtful. 


III.  Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  here¬ 
in  contained  fhall  be  conftrued  to  take 
from  the  defendant,  after  verdiCt  found, 
the  right  of  laying  fuch  evidence  before 
thecourt  in  which  fuch  verdift:  was  found, 
as  may  tend  to  mitigation  or  extenua¬ 
tion  of  his  (aid  offence,  as  has  been 
ufually  praftifed  before  this  aft. 


lord  Mansfield.  But  while  he  pre- 
fided  in  the  king’J  bench,  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Almon,  for  the  re  publica? 
tion  of  Junius’s  Letter  to  the  King, 
happening  in  a  jun&ure  of  public 
ferment,  gave  rife  to  feveral  warm 
debates  in  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  lord  Camden,  in  the  upper, 
and  ferjeant  Glynn  and  Mr.  Dun- 


Jury  Bill  of  1791,  ( continued.) 

cf  the  fame,  that  on  every  fuch  trial, 
the  jury  lworn  to  try  the  iffue  may  give 
a  general  verdift  of  guilty  or  not 
guilty,  upon  the  whole  matter  put  in 
iffue  upon  fuch  indiftment  or  informa¬ 
tion,  and  fhall  not  be  required  or  di¬ 
rected,  by  the  court  or  judge  before 
whom  fuch  indiftment  or  information 
fhall  be  tried,  to  find  the  defendant  or 
defendants  guilty,  merely  on  the  proof 
of  the  publication  by  fuch  defendant  or 
defendants  of  the  paper  charged  to  be 
a  libel,  and  of  the  fenfe  afcribed  to  the 
fame  on  fuch  indictment  or  informa¬ 
tion. 

II.  Provided  always,  that  on  every 
fuch  trial  the  court  or  judge,  before 
whom  fuch  indictment  or  information 
fhall  be  tried,  fhall,  according  to  their 
or  his  difcretion,  give  their  or  his  opi¬ 
nion  and  directions  to  the  jury  on  the 
matter  in  iffue  between  the  king  and 
the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  like 
manner  as  in  other  criminal  cafes. 

III.  Provided  alfo,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be 
conftrued  to  extend,  to  prevent  the 
jury  from  finding  a  fpecial  verdift  in 
their  difcretion,  as  in  other  criminal 
cafes, 

IV.  Provided  alfo,  that  in  cafe  the 
jury  fhall  find  the  defendant  or  defend¬ 
ants  guilty,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  faid  defendant  or  defendants  to 
move  in  arreft  of  judgment  on  fuch 
ground,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  by 
law  he  or  they  might  have  done  before 
the  paffing  of  this  aft,  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding. 
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fling  in  the  lower  houfe,  particularly 
diftinguiftiing  the  the  Ives  on  the  po¬ 
pular  fide.  At  length,  Mr.  Dowdef- 
well,  who  led  the  friends  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  in  the 
heufe  of  commons,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fettling  doubts 
in  this  refpedt.  The  bill  was  ac¬ 
tually  drawn  by  Mr.  Burke.  But  it 
was  ftrongly  attacked  in  the  news¬ 
papers  by  an  anonymous  writer, 
fuppofed  to  be  Mr.  Horne  Tcoke; 
it  received  but  a  hollow  fupport 
from  the  friends  of  lord  Shelburne, 
and  the  leave  to  introduce  it  was 
dire&ly  oppofed  by  the  party  of  Mr. 
George  Grenville.  Mr.  Dovvdef- 
weil’s  motion  was  in  conlequence 
loft.  Mr.  Fox,  in  thefe  difeufiions, 
took  part  with  the  majority.  What 
he  faid  has  not  been  preferred,  but 
feme  veitiges  of  one  of  his  fpeeches 
appear  in  an  anl'wer  of  Mr.  Burke. 

There  is  a  fort  of  underftood  rule 
in  parliament,  that  when  a  member 
has  once  been  in  polfeftion  of  any 
queftion,  it  is  not  to  be  taken  up 
by  any  other  member,  unlefs  the 
original  mover  confents  or  declares 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  renew  it. 
But  a  filence  of  twenty  years  might 
perhaps  be  coniidered  as  a  virtual 
dereli&ion.  However  it  happened, 
Mr.  Fox,  it  is  faid,  did  not  confult 
with  Mr.  Burke  on  this  cccafion, 
though  he  mentioned  his  purpofe  of 
agitating  the  fubjedt  fo  early  as  Fe¬ 
bruary,  two  months  prior  to  any 
fymptom  of  a  public  breach  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  friend. 

On  the  zoth  of  May,  he  moved, 
for  a  grand  committee  on  courts 
of  juftice.  He  entered  into  a  long 
and  argumentative  fpeech  on  the 
doctrine  of  libels,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  jury  ought  not 
only  to  find  the  publication,  and  the 
innuendos.  but  to  decide  upon  the 


intention  ;  that  they  were  judges  as 
well  of  law  as  of  faft. 

From  libels  he  adverted  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench  in  cafes  of  quo  warranto.— 
He  thought,  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  ftatute  regulating  the  conduct  of 
that  court  with  regard  to  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  informations,  and  enabling 
it  to  give  double  cofts  in  cafes  of 
frivolous  applications'. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  who  feconded  the 
motion,  fupported  it  with  much  elo¬ 
quence  and  ability.  To  diminifh 
the  privileges  of  juries,  was  in  his 
idea  to  throw  away  the  only  fecurity 
which  the  people  polfefted  againft 
the  overwhelming  prerogatives  of 
the  crown.  In  civil  cales,  he  re¬ 
marked,  it  was  the  undoubted  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  judge  to  decide  upon 
the  queftion  of  law,  matters  of  pro¬ 
perty  being  too  intricate  for  the 
decifion  of  a  jury  ;  but  this  rule 
ought  never  to  obtain  in  criminal 
cafes,  where  the  guilt,  confiding  in 
the  intention,  feemed  a  point  pecu¬ 
liarly  adapted  to  the  confideration 
of  a  jury,  and  could  only  be  pro¬ 
perly  afeertained  by  their  verdict. 

The  attorney  general  coincided 
in  opinion  with  Mr.  Fox.  He  ne- 
verthelefs  exculpated  the  judges 
from  the  charge  of  having  afted 
with  impropriety  in  countenancing 
a  contrary  do&rine,  conceiving  that 
they  were  in  lome  degree  bound  to 
follow  the  uninterrupted  courfe  of 
precedents,  and  to  be  determined 
by  what  had  been  the  uniform  prac¬ 
tice  of  their  predeceficrs, 

Mr.  Pitt  fupported  the  fame  ar¬ 
gument.  He  declared,  that,  al¬ 
though  he  fhould  with  great  diffi¬ 
dence  fet  up  his  own  opinion  againft 
the  eftablifhed  practice  of  the  judges, 
yet  he  could  not  but  confefs  that  it 
went  dire&ly  againft  that  practice ; 
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for  he  faw  no  reafon  why,  on  the 
trial  of  a  crime,  the  whole  confide- 
radon  of  the  cafe  might  not  precife- 
ly  go  to  the  unfettered  judgment 
of  twelve  men,  who  were  fvvorn  to 
give  their  verdiCt  honeftly  and  con- 
fcientioufly.  He  objected  however 
to  the  going  into  a  committee  ;  but 
recommended  the  plan  of  fettling 
the  whole  bufinefs  by  a  fhort  fepa- 
rate  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  adopted  the  fuggeftion 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  withdrawing  his 
former  motion,  moved  “  For  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  all 
doubts  refpeCting  the  rights  and 
functions  of  juries  in  trial  of  crimi¬ 
nal  caufes.”  He  alio  moved  “  For 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  aCt  of  the  9th  year  of 
queen  Anne,  chap.  20,  relative  to 
quo  warranto.”  Both  motions  paf- 
fed  unanimoufly. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time  on 
the  25th  of  May,  when  Mr.  Mit- 
ford  and  the  folicitor  general  ex- 
prefled  a  wilh,  that  fo  important 
a  bill  might  not  be  hurried  through 
the  hcufe. 

lyir.  Erfkine  argued  for  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  parliamentary  interference 
in  the  prelent  inllance  ;  obferving, 
that  when  a  practice  erroneous  in 
its  principle  had  long  obtained,  as 
in  the  cafe  under  conlideration,  it 
was  not  by  the  authority  of  a  judge, 
but  of  the  legiflature,  that  it  ought  to 
be  corrected. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 
May  31ft,  objections  were  made  to 
the  preamble,  which  ftated,  “  that 
in  all  criminal  profecutions  by  in¬ 
dictment  or  information,  the  jury 
have  always  had,  and  by  the  law  of 
England  were  intended  to  have,  a 
jurifdiCtion  over  the  whole  matter  in 
ifiue.”  After  fome  debate,  the 
whole  paragraph  was  omitted,  upon 


the  ground,  that  it  was  belt  to  avoid 
any  general  proportion  in  the  pre¬ 
amble,  which  was  not  neceflary  to 
introduce  the  enactment  of  the  bill. 

It  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  on  the  8th  of  June,  when  the 
chancellor  oppofed  its  farther  pro- 
grels  in  that  fefiion.  His  lordlhip 
laid,  that  although  its  principle 
met  with  the  concurrence  of  all  thofe 
noble  and  learned  friends,  with 
whom  he  had  converfed  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  yet  in  confideration  of  the  ad¬ 
vanced  flate  of  the  fefiion,  and  the 
importance  of  the  bill,  he  fhould 
move,  “  Thatinltead  of  being  read 
a  fecond  time  on  that  day,  it  lhould 
be  read  a  fecond  time  that  day 
month.” 

Lord  Camden  declared  himfelf 
a  friend  to  the  bill,  not  becaufe  it 
tended  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land, 
but  becaufe  it  eftablilhed  it.  He 
contended,  that  the  jury  already 
did  poflefs,  and  always  had  pofiefled, 
a  legal  right  to  form  their  verdiCt 
on  the  whole  cafe,  law,  faCt,  and  in¬ 
tention,  Jtow  much  fo  ever  this  right 
might  have  beenaifcountenanced  by 
the  judges. 

Lord  Loughborough  purfued  a 
fimilarline  of  argument.  He  con - 
fidered  the  bill  as  a  declaratory  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was,  not  to 
make  that  law,  which  was  previoufly 
fuppcfed  to  be  of  a  different  de- 
fcription,  but  to  declare  and  explain, 
what  was  underftccd  to  be  at  that 
inftant  the  exiiiing  law  of  the  land. 
The  bill,  he  faid,  was  agreeable  to 
the  direction,  which  as,  a  judge  he 
had  himfelf  always  given  in  cafes 
of  libels.  He  wifhed  therefore  to 
be  ranked  among  its  warmeft  advo¬ 
cates  ;  neverthelefs,  fince  they  were 
arrived  at  a  period  of  the  fefiion, 
when  it  was  impofiible  for  them  to 
proceed  with  it  confidently  with  the 

refpeCt 
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*efpe&  which  was  due  to  them¬ 
selves,  to  the  fubjeft  itfelf,  to  the 
rights  and  to  the  tranquillity  of 
England,  he  concurred  in  the  pru¬ 
dent  propofal  of  deferring  it. 

Lord  Grenville  fupported  the 
fame  fide  of  the  quellion.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  unwife  and 
indecorous  for  their  lordihips  to 
proceed  in  fuch  a  bill  without  the 
affiftance  of  the  judges,  from  whom 
a  declaration  of  what  was  under¬ 
wood  to  be  the  exilting  law  upon 
the  fubjeft  would  come  with  more 
weight  and  authority,  than  from  any 
other  quarter. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  fpoke 
!much  in  favour  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs;  but  againil  its  licentiouf- 
nefs.  He  paid  fome  very  high  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  diliinguilhed  abili¬ 
ties,  profound  knowledge,  and  in¬ 
flexible  integrity,  of  the  judges. — 
His  lordfhip  profeffed  himfelf  to  be 
a  zealous  friend  to  the  bill ;  and  ar¬ 
gued  againil;  the  propofed  delay. 

The  lord  chancellor’s  motion  was 
Carried,  and  the  bill  of  courfe  poil- 
poned. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  on 
the  8th  of  April,  upon  the  motion  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
.enquire  into  the  hate  of  the  public 
income  and  expenditure  *.  The 
Report  of  this  committee,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  feveral  accounts  re¬ 
lative  to  the  public  income  and  ex¬ 
penditure,  were  referred  to  the  con* 
iideration  of  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  on  the  18th  of  May. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  ihould  lay 
before  the  committee,  as  fhortlyand 
diftinftly  as  polfible,  the  articles  of 
expenditure,  and  of  ways  and  means, 
of  the  year.  He  thought  it  how¬ 
ever  proper  to  feparate  from  them 
Ihofe  articles,  which  had  been  al- 

#  See  State  P 
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ready  provided  for  in  the  armament 
budget,  and  which  amounted  to  the 
fum  of  3,133,000k 

EXPENDITURE. 

,£• 

Navy  -  2,131,00a 

Army  -  -  -  1,853,000 

Ordnance  -  -  443,000 

Deficiency  of  land  and 

malt  tax  -  -  400,000 

Deficiency  of  grants  -  207,000 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  694,000 

Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  5,728,000 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Land  and  malt  tax  -  2,750,000 
Surplus  of  lall  year  -  303,221 

Lottery  -  -  -  306,25  a 

Surplus  of  the  permanent 
taxes, after  having  de¬ 
ducted  the  interell  and 
charges  of  the  public 
debts,  civil  lilt,  &c.  2,110,000 

Outltanding  balance  of 

accounts  -  -  154,000 

Probable  increafe  of  re¬ 
ceipts  on  tobacco, 
land-tax  arrears,  and 
hemp  duty  -  -  120,000 


,  ,  ,  5^743471 

Deduft  three-quarters  of 

a  year’s  annuity,  due 

to  the  duke  of  Clarence  9,000 

Sum  total  of  ways  and 

means  -  -  £.5,734,471 


Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  that  the  ways 
and  means  exceeded  the  fupplies  by 
a  few  thoufand  pounds  only.  He 
did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  detain 
the  committee  by  entering  into  a 
difeuflion  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances, 
particularly  when  he  confidered  the 

ipers,  p.  200  *, 

Very 
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very  able  and  accurate  report, 
which  they  had  received  from  the 
finance  committee. 

Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  that  the 
day  was  at  laft:  arrived,  when  he 
could  agree  with  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  finance 
was  as  fair  a  report  as  could  be  ex¬ 
pected.  There  were  neverthelefs 
certain  omiflions  on  both  fides  the 
account,  which  would  not  have  hap¬ 
pened,  had  he  himfelf  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee.  It  was  not 
however  his  intention  to  difcufs  the 
report  at  that  time ;  but  he  would 
foon  name  a  particular  day  for  the 
purpofe. 

On  the  3d  of  June  the  houfe  re- 
folved  itfelfinto  a  committee  on  the 
report  of  the  felcft  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  the  feveral  pa¬ 
pers  relative  to  the  public  income 
and  expenditure,  when  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  brought  forward  fome  refla¬ 
tions  on  the  fubjeCl  of  the  finances, 
of  which  he  had  given  a  previous 
notice.  In  the  commencement  of 
his  ipeecjh  he  feverely  cenfured  the 
general  inattention  of  the  houfe  to 
all  revenue  concerns.  It  was  not, 
he  remarked,  a  little  extraordinary, 
when  a  feleCl  committee,  which  had 
been  appointed  to  examine  and  re- 
vife  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
1786,  had  made  an  eflimate  of  the 
probable  expence  of  the  future  peace 
ellablifhment,  exceeding  the  efH- 
mate  of  the  committee  of  1786  by 
half  a  million,  that  the  houfe  Ihould 
have  received  that  eilirnate  with¬ 
out  afking  a  fingle  quefiion  refpeCi- 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  increafe,,  He 
then  drew  a  comparifon  between  the 
report  of  1786  and  that  of  179 1, in 
order  to  ihew,  that  the  expenditure 
had  exceeded  the  revenue.  He 
Shea  read  the  following  refolutions* 
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which  he  fubmitted  to  the  confider* 
ation  of  the  committee: 

1.  Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that 
the  fele£t  committee  of  1786  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  the 
annual  and  permanent  taxes  then 
fubfifting  were  likely  to  produce  a  ma¬ 
nually  the  furn  of  153397,471  1, 

2.  That  the  feleft  committee  of 
1786  ftate,  that  a  farther  confider- 
able  increafe  in  the  then  fubfifting 
taxes  beyond  their  e  dim  ate  might 
be  expefled,  if  the  due  colledfion 
thereof  could  be  fecured  by  mea~ 
fures  adequate  to  the  purpofe,  and 
fuch  as  would  probably  afford  .an 
ample  provifion  for  any  deficiencies 
which  might  at  any  time  be  found 
in  certain  extraordinary  refources, 
before  enumerated  by  the  felefl  com- 
inittee, 

3.  That  it  appears,  by  the  report 
of  the  feleft  committee  of  1791,  that 
the  produce  of  the  faid  taxes,  from 
the  5th  January  1786  to  the  5th 
January  1787,  amounted  only  tg 
the  fum  of  14,405,702  k  being 
991,769  k  lefs  than  the  fum  ehS 
mated  j 

That  the  produce  pf  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  .an  average  of  the  firft 
two  years  (viz.  1786  and  *787) 
amounted  only  to  14,864,834  1.  be-? 
ing  532,637  kiefs  than  the  fum  gfti* 
mated ; 

That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  firfit 
three  years  (viz.  1786,  1787,  and 
1788)  amounted  only  to  1 5 >03  7,263  k 
being  360,208 1.  lefs  than  the  com* 
mittee  eftimated ; 

That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes*  upon  an  average  of  the  fifil 
four  years  (viz.  1786,  1787, 1788, 
and  1789)  amounted  only  to 
15,222,708k  being  174,763],  Jefs 
than  the  committee  eliimated  ? 
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And  that  the  produce  of  the 
faid  taxes,  upon  an  average  of  five 
years  (viz.  1786,  1787,  1788,  1789, 
and  1790)  has  amounted  to 
15,448,4791.  leaving  an  exceeding 
of  51,0081.  beyond  the  eftimate  of 
the  faid  feleft  committee. 

4.  That  in  this  calculation  the  fe~ 
left  committee  of  1791  have  not 
adverted  to  all  the  additional  impo¬ 
sitions  which  ought  to  have  been  de¬ 
duced  from  their  edimate. 

5.  That  the  total  net  produce  of 
the  public  income,  upon  an  average 
of  the  lalt  five  years  (viz.  from  6th 
January  1786  to  5th  January  1791, 
both  inclufive)  has  amounted  an¬ 
nually,  including  a  fifty-third  week¬ 
ly  payment,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding 
the  fum  of  15,618,775  1. 

6.  That  the  average  expendi¬ 
ture  during  the  fame  period,  includ¬ 
ing  the  fums  paid  to  the  American 
loyalids,  and  on  account  of  other 
temporary  mifcellaneous  fervices, 
and  the  fums  ilfued  to  the  commif- 
fioners  for  difcharging  the  national 
debt ;  and  adding  the  edimated  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  militia  for  the  years 
1789  and  1790;  but  exclufive  of 
the  expence  of  the  armament  in 
1790,  and  of  any  addition  to  the 
navy  debt  fince  1786  ;  has  amounted 
annually  to  a  fum  exceeding  the  fum 
of  16,855,1091. 

7.  That  the  average  excefs  of 
expenditure  beyond  the  average 
income,  during  the  above  period, 
has  amounted  annually  to  a  fum  ex¬ 
ceeding  1,236,3341. 

8;  That  the  total  net  produce  of 
the  public  income,  upon  an  average 
of  the  lad  three  years  (viz.  from  6th 
January  1788,  to  5th  January  1791, 
both  inclufive)  has  amounted  an¬ 
nually,  including  a  fifty-third  week¬ 
ly  payment,  to  the  fum  of 
16,030,2861. 


9.  That  the  average  expend!- 
ture  during  the  fame  period,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fums  paid  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  loyalids,  and  on  account 
of  other  temporary  mifcellane¬ 
ous  fervices,  and  the  fums  ilfued 
to  the  commifiioners  for  difcharging 
the  national  debt;  and  adding  the 
edimated  expence  of  the  militia,  for 
the  years  1789  and  1790;  but  ex¬ 
clufive  of  the  expence  of  the  arma¬ 
ment  in  1790,  and  of  any  addition 
to  the  navy  debt  fince  1786;  has 
amounted  annually  to  a  fum  ex¬ 
ceeding  16,978,073  1. 

10.  That  the  average  excefs  of 
expenditure,  beyond  the  average 
income,  during  the  above  period, 
has  amounted  annually  to  947,787!. 

1 1.  That  the  expence  of  the  ar¬ 
mament  in  the  year  1790,  feparate- 
ly  provided  for,  and  not  included 
in  the  above  accounts, has  amounted 
to  a  fum  exceeding  three  millions. 

12.  That  it  appears  that  the  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  navy  debt,  fince  3 id 
December  1785,  is  edimated  by  the 
fele 61  committee  at  457,950  b  and 
that,  by  an  account  delivered  to  the 
houfe  fince  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  this  debt  appears  to  have 
been  farther  increafed. 

13.  That  the  total  amount  of 
the  exceeding  of  expenditure  in 
the  five  years  before  dated,  exclu- 
five  of  this  addition  to  the  navy 
debt,  and  of  the  expence  of  the  ar¬ 
mament  in  1790,  amounts  to  the  futti 
of  6,181,670  1. 

14.  That  the  extraordinary  re- 
fources,  by  which  this  deficiency 
has,been  fupplied  during  the  above 
period,  have  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
6,191,105  b  and  have  arifen  from 
the  following  articles  ;  viz. 
Fromrefpited  duties  paid 

in  by  the  Eaft  India  £• 

company  -  522,500  ' 

From 


From  arrears  of  land- tax  £. 

granted  prior  to  1786  131,467 

Ditto  malt  -  -  14 ,875 

From  fums  remaining  in 
the  Exchequer  on  5  th 
January  1786  -  1*172,1 19 

Fromimpreft  monies,and 

monies  repaid  -  820,165 

From  money  repaid  on 
account  of  advance  for 
foreign  fecret  fervice  34,000 
From  fale  of  French 

prizes  -  -  3,000 

From  army  favings  and 

Chelfea  penfioners  -  1,091,147 
From  profit  on  the  an¬ 
nual  lottery  -  -  1,212,692 

Railed  by  way  of  ton¬ 
tine  -  -  1,002,140 

Ditto  by  granting  fliort 
annuities  -  1 87,000 
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public  income  and  expenditure  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  five  years,  and  alfo  to 
report  to  the  houfe  what  may  be 
expelled  to  be  the  annual  amount 
in  future,  ftate  the  expedted  expen¬ 
diture,  upon  a  permanent  peace  ef- 
tablifhment,  including  the  annnal 
million  to  be  paid  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  at  the  fum  of  1 5,969,1 78  I. 
a  fum  exceeding  .the  permanent 
peace  eftablifhment,:a§  ftated  by  the 
committee  of  1786,  by  490,9971. 

18.  That  ifi  the  report  of  the' IV- 
Iedt  committee  in  1786,  the  ac¬ 
counts  are  ftated  to  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  on  a  calculation  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  peace  eftablifhment  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1790. 

19.  That,,  the  feledt  committee 
of  1791  ftate  no  time  when  their 
eftimate  of  a  permanent  peace  e£ 

.  tablilhment  may  be  expedted  to 
commence. 

20.  That  the  expence  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  according  to  the  fer- 
vices  already  voted,  and  exclufive 
of  any  extra  expence  for  the  prefent 
armament,  will  amount  to  the  fum 
of  16,833,920b  or  more;  exceed¬ 
ing  the  permanent  peace  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  feledt  committeer  of 
1786,  by  the  fum  of  1,355,739  1- 
"and  the  enlarged  eftimate  of  the 
committee'  of  1791,  by  the  fum  of 
864,742  1. 

21.  That  the  feledt  committee  of 

1786  calculate  the  amount  of  the 
permanent  peace  eftablifhment,  un¬ 
der  the  five  heads  of  navy,  army, 
ordnance,  militia,  and  mifcellane- 
ous  fervices,  at  2,013,2741.  viz. 
Navy  -  -  1,800,00b 

Army  -  -  '  1,600,000 

Ordnance  -  "  -  348,000 

Militia  -  .  -  91,000 

‘ Miscellaneous  fervices  74*274 


£.6,191,105 

15.  That  from  the  nature  of  the 
articles  which  have  compofed  thefe 
extraordinary  aids,  no  fimilar  af- 
fiftance,  to  any  confiderable  amount, 
can  be  expedted  in  future,  excepting 
from  the  article  of  a  lottery,  fhould 
the  legiflature  continue  to  think  it 
fight  to  avail  itfelf  of  that  expe¬ 
dient. 

16.  That  the  feledt  committee, 
appointed  in  1786,  to  examine  and 
ftate  the'  accounts  relating  to  the 
public  income  and  expenditure,  and 
to  report  what  might  be  expedted 
to  be  the  annual  amount  of  the  faid 
Income  and  expenditure  in  future, 
have  ftated  the  expedted  future  ex¬ 
penditure  upon  a  permament  peace 
eftabliihment,  including  the  ‘annual 
million  to  be  paid  to  the  eommif- 
fioners,  at  the  fum  of  15,478,181  1.. 

17*  That  the  feledt  committee, 
appointed  in  the  prefent  year  1 79 1 , 
to  examine  into  the  amount  of  the 
Vol;.  XXXIII. . 


m 


/.  3,913,274 
22.  That 


i46]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791. 


22.  That  the  fele£t  committee  of 
1791  Calculate  the  amount  of  the 
permanent  peace  eftablilhment,  un¬ 
der  the  fame  five  heads  of  navy, 
army,  ordnance,  militia,  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  fervices,  at  4,3 47*5691. 
viz. 

Navy  -  -  2,000,000 

Army  -  -  1,748,842 

Ordnance  -  -  375,000 

Militia  -  -  95,3 1 1 

Miscellaneous  fervices  128,416 


£.4,347,569 


exceeding,  in  thefe  five  articles,  the 
eftimate  of  1786,  by  the  fum  of 

434,295  <• 

23.  That  the  fele£l  committee 
of  1791  do  not  appear  to  have 
thought  it  within  their  province  to 
enquire  into,  or  to  Hate  any  ground 
or  neceffity  for  fuch  increafe. 

24.  That  the  fums  voted  for  the 
Service  of  the  prefent  year  under  the 
above  heads,  but  including  no  pro- 
vifion  for  the  prefent  armament,  are 
as  follow : 

Nfvy  -  -  2,131,000 

Army  -  -  1,853,000 

Ordnance  -  4,  443,000 

Militia  -  .  95,311 

Mifcellaneous  Services, 
including  the  fums  to 
the  American  loyal- 
ills,  and  other  allow¬ 
ances  »  -  690,000 


£.  5,212,311 


and  the  eftimate  of  1791,  by  the 
fum  of  558,742!. 

25.  That  the  felett  committee, 
eftimating  upon  an  average  of  the 
three  laft  years,  and  adverting  to 
the  additional  week’s  receipt  in 
1 790,  have  calculated  the  future 
probable  annual  income  at  the  fum 
of  16,030,2861.  exdufive  of  the  pro¬ 
fits  on  a  lottery. 

26.  That  the  receipt  of  each  of 
the  two  laft  years  appears  to  hare 
confiderably  exceeded  that  fum. 

27.  That  in  the  receipt  pf  the 
latter  year,  the  great  increafe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  arilen  under  the  head 
of  excife ;  and  that,  in  the  articles 
of  fpirits  and  fpirit  licences  alone, 
the  exceeding  in  the  receipt  of  the 
year  1790,  over  the  receipt  of  the 
year  1786,  amounts  to  the  fum  of 

S99-3S5 1-  •  , 

28.  That  it  appears  to  have  bee* 
highly  proper  in  the  feledl  com¬ 
mittee  to  calculate,  upon  an  average 
of  three  years  at  leaft,  the  future 
expected  income ;  at  the  fame  time 
it  appears  to* this  committee,  that,! 
on  a  review  of  the  whole  of  the  ac¬ 
counts,  the  future  income  may  rea- 
fonably  be  expe&ed  to  amount  t#j 
the  fum  eftimated  by  the  feled  com¬ 
mittee. 

*9.  That  upon  this  eftimate,  it 
appears  that  our  future  income  isj 
calculated  as  likely  to  exceed  our] 
future  expenditure  bv  the  amount 
of  61,108 1.  per  annum. 


exceeding  the  eftimate  of  1786  by 
the  fum,  of  1*299,0371.  a*d  the  ef¬ 
timate  of  1791,  by  864,742  k  but 
deducting  the  fum  of  306,000!.  of 
the  fum  voted  to  the  loyalifts,  as  be¬ 
ing  to  be  defrayed  by  the  profits  of 
the  lottery,  then  exceeding  the  efti- 
-Atate  of  1786  by  the  fum  of  99^*03  f  I. 


Income 
Expenditure 


16,030,286 

15.969,17$ 


Balance  -  -  £,  61,108 


30.  That  this  balance  is  wholly 
inadequate  to  provide  for  thofe  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  which  are 
aftually  forefeen  and  admitted  hy 
the  feied  committee  ;  for,  though  1 
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the  feleCt  committee  ftate,  that  they 
do  not  conceive  that  “  it  falls  with¬ 
in  their  province  to  confider  what 
other  extraordinary  expences,  not 
included  in  any  eftimate  before 
them,  may  occur  in  a  courfe  of 
years  j”  yet  they  further  ftate,  that 
Mthe  only  article  of  this  nature, 
which  has  been  brought  diftinCtly 
under  tfieir  view,  is  the  amount  of 
the  money  remaining  due  upon  the 
principal  and  intereft  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  and  Eaft  Florida  claims, 
which  has  been  directed  by  parlia¬ 
ment  to  be  paid  by  inftalments 
and  it  further  appears,  that  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  fo  diftinCtly  brought  to  the 
view  of  the  feleCt  committee,  is 
ftated  by  them  to  have  amounted, 
on  10th  of  October  1790,  to 
1,546,062!.  exclufive  of  the  intereft 
payable  on  fuch  part  of  it  as  remains 
undifcharged,  and  exclufive  alfo  of 
further  annual  payments  and  pen¬ 
sions  to  American  loyalifts,  amount- 
ing  to  54,2 1 1 1.  per  annum. 

31.  That  befides  this  article,  fo 
ftated  by  the  committee,  it  appears 
from  the  ordnance  eftimate,  inferted 
in  their  appendix,  that  the  eftimate 
of  the  future  annual  expence  of  that 
office  is,  “  exclufive  of  fuch  fums  as 
are  contained  in  the  eftimate  of  the 
board  of  land  and  fea  officers,  addi¬ 
tional  works  for  fecurity  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  dock-yards,  and  of  any  other 
fortifications ,  or  other  new  works, 
to  be  carried  on  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
North  America,  or  elfewhere. 

32.  That  to  meet  thefe  heavy 
articles  of  inevitable  extra  expence, 
or  the  expence  attending  the  prefent 
armament,  or  for  any  future  exceed¬ 
ing  under  the  head  of  “  mifcella- 
nies,”  beyond  the  fum  laft  eftimated, 
the  feleCt  committee  refer  us  to  no 
extra  refource  than  can  be  relied  on, 
but  that  of  a  lottery. 


33.  That  admitting  the  future 
income  to  meet  the  eftimated  ex¬ 
penditure,  or  even  fo  to  increafe,  as 
with  the  aid  of  a  lottery  to  fatisfy 
the  above  certain  extra  demands,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  five  years  next 
enfuing,  yet  will  the  public  income 
remain  wholly  unequal  to  afford  the 
fmalleft  aid  to  any  new  and  unfore- 
feen  demand  that  may  arife,  either 
for  any  armament  or  any  other  un- 
forefeen  contingency  within  that 
period,  or  to  fpare  the  fmalleft  fur- 
plus  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
unfunded  debt,  already  increafed  to 
a  degree,  and  continued  at  an 
amount,  wholly  unprecedented  in 
time  of  peace,  in  the  annals  of  this 
country. 

34.  That  the  experience  of  the 
three  laft  years,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  the  unexpected  and  heavy 
expence  of  two  armaments  has  been 
incurred  and  fatisfied,  while  a  third 
remains  to  be  provided  for,  would 
render  it  highly  improvident  in  this 
committee  not  to  advert  to  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  fimilar  events  recur¬ 
ring. 

35.  That  the  fum  ftated  by  the 
feleCt  committee  to  have  been  actu¬ 
ally  applied  to  the  difeharge  of  the 
public  debt,  amounts  to  4,750,000!. 
from  which  it  is  admitted  that  there 
fhould  be  deducted  the  tontine  mil¬ 
lion  increafed  on  the  navy  debt,  and 
other  articles  of  debt  contracted,  to 
the  amount  of  1,602,5891.  leaving  a 
balance  of  3,147,41 1 1. 

36.  That  in  the  account  of  the 
debt  contracted,  no  allowance  is 
made  for  fuch  part  of  the  old  navy 
debt  as  now  bears  intereft,  and  which 
mult  be  confidered  as  additional 
debt ;  nor  are  the  fhprt  annuities 
granted  in  17 89  admitted,  although 
the  inftaiment  repaid,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  paid  over  to  the  cpipmiflioners 
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for  reducing  the  national  debt,  was 
applied  to  the  fervices  of  laftyear; 

37.  That  the  annual  interell  of 
the  capital  flock,  Hated  to  have  been 
purchafed  by  the  conimillioners  for 
reducing  the  national  debt,  up  to 
the  id  of  February  179 1,  amounts 
to  the  fum  of  203,170  b  from  which 
is  to  be  deducted  the  increafed  an* 
nual  charge  for  the  interell:  of  the 
tontine  loan,  viz.  42,262  b  leaving 
the  fum  in  favour  of  the  commifi- 
fioners  160,908  b;  and  if  from  this 
fum  a  further  reduction  is  made  for 
the  increafe  of  interell  on  the  navy 
debt,  llated,  fince  the  report  of  the 
felefl  committee,  to  amount  to 
49,888  h  that  fum  will  be  reduced  to 
1 1 1,020 1. 

38.  That  the  permanent  addition 
to  the  peace  ellablifhment,  Hated  by 
the  feledl  committee  of  1791,  as  to 
remain  on  the  five  articles  before  e- 
numerated,  amounts  to  434,295  b;  fo 
that  while  an  annuity  to  the  amount 
of  1 1 1, 020b  has  been  redeemed 
by  the  commilTioners  on  behalf  of 
the  public,  in  the  form  of  re-pur- 
chaiing  debt,  an  annuity  of  four 
times  that  amount  is  propofed  to  be 
entailed  on  the  nation,  in  the  form 
of  increafed  eHablifhment. 

39.  That  upon  due  confideration 
of  the  report  made  this  day  from 
the  committee^  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  whom  the  confideration  of  the 
report  from  the  feleft  committee  of 
1791  was  referred,  and  alfo  upon 
confideration  of  the  two  reports  of 
1791  and  1786,  and  of  the  feveral 
accounts  before  the  houfe  relative  to 
the  public  income  and  expenditure, 
it  appears  proper  and  neceflary  to 
declare,  that  the  great  increafes 
propofed  to  the  permanent  peace 
eHablifhment  in  the  report  of  1791, 
ought  not  to  be  conftdered  as  re¬ 
ceiving  countenance  or  approbation 


from  the  houfe  of  commons,  until 
the  caufes  of  the  fame  fhall  be  e£« 
plained,  and  the  heceffity  of  them 
made  manifeH. 

The  committee  was  adjourned  to 
the  6th,  when  the  fubjedl  was  re¬ 
fumed.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he 
had  endeavoured  to  fhew,  how  dif¬ 
fident  a  finance  committee  Qj.ould  be, 
when  they  wifhed  to  prove,  what 
would  be  the  probable  amount  of 
our  future  revenue  and  expenditure. 
The  committee  of  1786  fell  fhort 
in  their  calculations  by  about 
900,000  b;  and  all  the  accounts 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid  before  the 
public,  year  after  year,  he  conceiv¬ 
ed  to  be  fallacious.  He  remarked, 
that  the  committee  of  1786,  with  a 
great  degree  of  confidence,  had  laid 
down  a  peace  eHablifhment,  which 
was  to  have  taken  place  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1790;  butthatthe.com- 
mittee  of  1791  had  added  between 
4  and  500,000  b  to  that  peace  ef- 
tablifhment,  without  alledging  a 
fingle  reafon  for  fo  confiderable  an 
increafe. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  it  would 
be  unreafonable,  becaufe  the  com* 
mittees  of  1786  and  of  1791  had 
differed  refpedling  the  amount  of 
the  peace  eftabiifliment,  to  place'  no 
confidence  in  any  efiimate  whatever. 
It  was  not  he  thought  extraordinary, 
that  the  committee  of  1791,  per¬ 
ceiving  feveral  particulars,  in  which 
the  committee  of  1786  had  failed, 
fbould  have  made  provifion  for  that! 
failure  in  future;  nor  was  fuch 
trifling  miftakes  to  be  wondered  at, 
as  the  committee  of  1786  was  the 
firft  in  the  hiftory  of  this  coun* 
try,  which  had  been  appointed  tel 
afeertain  the  whole  of  the  peace  ef« 
tablifhment. 

Mr.  Sheridan’s  firft  refolution  wa; 
then  put,  and  pafled  with  an  amend¬ 
ment: 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [149 


ment.  The  fecond  was  negatived.. 
The  third  and  fourth  paffed  with 
amendments. 

On  the  following  day  the  com¬ 
mittee  took  under  its  consideration 
Mr.  Sheridan’s  remaining  refolu- 
tions,  of  which  the  1 6th  paffed 
without  any  alteration  ;  the  nth, 
17th,  20th,  23d,  25th,  and  30th 
paffed  with  various  amendments ; 
the  reft  were  either  negatived,  or 
withdrawn. 

On  the  8  th  the  following  report, 
containing  the  refolutions  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  which  had  paffed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  above  ftatement,  with 
feveral  others,  moved  in  addition  by 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  friends,  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  committee,  and  a- 
greed  to.  ?  ;  ” 

“  Refolved,  That  it  appears  that 
the  fele£t  committee  of  1786  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the 
annual  and  permanent  taxes  then 
ftibfifting  were  likely  to  produce 
annually  the  fum  of  15,397,471!. 
viz.  the  Mid  tax  1,967,650k  the 
malt  duty  632,350k,  and  the  perma¬ 
nent  taxes  1 2,797,47 1 1. 

“  Refolved,  That  it  appears,  by 
the  report  of  the  feled:  committee  of 
1791,  that  the  produce  of  the  faid 
permanent  taxes,  in  the  year  1786, 
was  11,836,531  h,  being  lefs  by 
960,940  k  than  the  fum  eftimated— 
in  .  the  year  1787,  12,754,795  k, 
being  lefs  by  42,676k  than  the  laid 
fum— .in the  year  1788,12,812,952k, 
being  more  by  15,481k  than  the 
faid  fum? — in  the  year  1789, 
13,209,871  k,  being  more  by 
412,400  k  than  the  faid  fum — and 
in. the  year  1790,  13,782,393k, 
being  more  by  984,922!.  than  the 
faid  fum,  including  193,000  k  being 
the  amount  of  one  fifty-third  week¬ 
ly  payment. 

!■  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 


taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  firft 
two  years  (viz.  1786  and  1787) 
amounted  to  12,295,663  k,  being 
501.808  k  lefs  than  the  fum  eftiv 
mated, 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  firft 
three  years,  (viz'.  1786,  1787,  and 
1788)  amountedvTo  12,468,092k, 
being  329,379k  lefs  than  the  fum 
eftimated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  firft 
four  years,  (viz.  1786,  1787, 

1788,  and  1789)  amounted  to 

1 2>653>5371*>  being  I43>9^1-  ^fs 
than  the  fum  eftimated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  five  years, 
(viz.  1786,  1787,  1788,  1789,  and 
1790)  amounted  to  12,879,308  k 
being  81,837k  more  than  the  fum 
eftimated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  laft 
four  years,  (j*iz.  17 87,  1788, 

1789,  and  1790)  amounted  to 
13,140,002k,  being  342,531  k  more 
than  the  fum  eftimated. 

“  That  the  produce"  of  the  faid 
taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the  laft 
three  years  (viz.  1788,  1789,  and 
1790)  amounted  to  13,268,405  k, 
being  470,934  k  more  than  the 
fum  eftimated. 

ft  And  that  the  .produce  of  the 
faid  taxes,  upon  an  average  of  the 
laft  two  years,  (viz.  1789  and  1790) 
amounted  to  1 3,496, 132k,  being 
698,661k  more  than  the  fum  efti¬ 
mated. 

“  Refolved,  That  in  this  calcu¬ 
lation,  the  feleft  committee  of  1791 
have  adverted  to  all  the  additional 
impofitions  which  ought  to  have 
been  deducted  from  their  eftimate, 
except  tobacco  licences,  which  a-* 
mount  in  the  whole  tQ  81,753k  5 
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and  that  they  have  made  no  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  diminution  arifmg 
from  the  exemptions  allowed  in  the 
horfe  tax,  or  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fax  upon  linens  and  {luffs. 

**  Refolved,  That  no  complete 
account  can  yet  be  given  of  the 
produce  of  the  land  and  malt  taxes 
for  the  laft  five  years ; 

“  That  the  net  produce  of  the 
laud  tax  appears  liable  to  no  mate¬ 
rial  variation  from  year  to  year, 
and  maybe  ftated  at  1,972,000b, 
being  5,000b  more  than  the  fum 
cfti  mated ; 

“  That  the  net  produce  of  the 
malt  tax  in  the  years  1786,  1787, 
and  1788,  appears  to  have  been 
upon  an  avverage  597,171  h  being 
3 5, 1 79b  lefs  than. the  fum  efli- 
mated. 

•*  Refolved,  That  it  appears,  by 
the  report  of  the  felcd  committee 
of  1791,  that  the  total  amount  of 
the  intereft  and  charges  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  and  of  the  fums  iffued  for 
ifcte  redu&ion  thereof,  of  the  charges 
upon  the  aggregate  and  confolidat- 
cd  fund,  and  of  the  fums  granted  for 
the  fupplies  (including  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  of  land  and  malt,  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  grants  for  the  year  1785, 
and  the  amount  of  the  prizes  in  the 
lotteries  of  the  feveral  years,  with 
the  charge$  attending  them)  has 
been,  during  the  laft  five  years, 
88,1 16,916 1. ;  and  that  the  whole 
of  the  above  charges  (except  the 
fum  of  20,7,000 1.,  which  remained 
t©  be  provided  for  in  the  prefent 
year,  under  the  head  of  deficiency 
of  grants)  has  been  defrayed  by 
the  produce  within  the  faid  five 
years  of  the  permanent  taxes,  by 
the  annual  aids  on  land  and  malt, 
and  by  the  fums  arifmg  from  ex-, 
traordinary  refources,  -with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  loan  of  one  million  rajfed 
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by  tontine,  and  of  187,000!  raifed 
by  fhort  annuities. 

"  Refolved,  That,  over  and  a- 
bove  the  fums  granted  for  the  fup- 
plies,  there  appears  to  have  been, 
an  increafe  in  the  navy  debt  within 
the  faid  period,  which  is  ftated  at 
457,0501.  and  an  arrear  incurred 
in  tne  ordnance,  under  the  head 
of  Unprovided,  to  the  amount  of 
61,909  b;  and  that,  the  deficiency 
of  grants  of  the  year  1790  exceeds 
that  of  the  year  1785  by  the  fain 
of  80,590b 

“  Refolved,  That  the  fum  voted 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
armament  of  1 790,  and  for  the 
charge  of  6,000  additional  feamen 
fpr  tire  fervice  of  the  prefent  year 
(amounting  to  3,133,000b)  is  not 
included  in  the  above  account ; 
but  that  a  feparate  provifion  ha$ 
been  made  for  difcharging  the 
fame,  independent  of  the  future  in¬ 
come  of  the  country,  as  eftimated 
by  the  committee  of  1791. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  feledl  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  in  1786  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  ftate  the  accounts  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  public  income  and  ex¬ 
penditure,  and  to  report  what  might 
be  expected  to  b,e  the  annual  amount 
of  the  faid  income  and  expenditure 
in  future,  have  ftated  the  expedled 
future  expenditure  upon  a  perma¬ 
nent  peace  eftahliftunent,  including 
the  annual  million  to  be  paid  t<? 
the  commiflioners,  at  the  fum  of 
15,478,181  b 

u  Refolved,  That  the  fele&  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  in  the  prefent 
year  1791  to  examine  into  the  a- 
mount  of  the  public  income  and 
expenditure  during  the  laft  five 
years,  and  alfo  to  report  to  the 
houfe  what  may  be  expe&ed  to  be 
the  annual  amount  in  fatore,  ftate 
the  expelled  expenditure,  upon  a 

permanent 
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permanent  peace  eftablifhment,  in¬ 
cluding  the  annual  million  to  be 
paid  to  the  commiflioners,  at  the 
fum  of  15,969,1781.  which  is  ex- 
clufive  of  the  fum  of  1 2,000 1.  fince 
charged  on  the  confolidated  fund 
for  the  payment  of  an  annuity  to 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence;  and  that  the  above  fum  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  permanent  peaae  eftablifh- 
ment,  as  dated  by  the  committee 
©f  1786,  by  490,997!.  of  which 
42,203  b  is  on  account  of  the  in- 
creafe  in  the  intered  and  charges  of 
the  national  debt;  2,000 1.  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  intered  on  exchequer 
bills;  14,499b  on  the  difference  in 
the  charges  on  the  aggregate  and 
confolidated  funds,  and  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  appropriated  duties ; 
200,000 1.  in  the  navy;  1,148,842  b 
in  the  army  ;  27,000 1.  in  the  ord¬ 
nance;  4,311  b  in  the  militia;  and 
54,142b  in  the  mifcellaneous  fer- 
vices. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  exceeding 
in  the  eflimate  dated  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  1791,  on  the  five  heads  of 
navy,  army,  ordnance,  militia,  and 
mifcellaneous  fervices,  above  the 
cftimate  dated  by  the  committee  of 
1786,  on  the  fame  five  heads,  a- 
mounts  to  the  fum  of  434,295  1. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  feled  com¬ 
mittee  of  1791  do  not  appear  to 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  in¬ 
quire  into,  or  to  date  any  opinion 
refpe&ing  the  ground  or  neceflity 
for  fuch  increase,  under  the  above 
heads  of  fervice,  the  qdimates  and 
accounts  of  which  come  annually 
under  the  revifion  of  parliament. 

**  Refolved,  That  the  expence  of 
the  prefent  year,  according  to  the 
fervices  already  voted,  and  exclufive 
of  any  extra  expence  for  the  prefent 
armament,  will  amount  to  about 
the  fum  of  1 6,833,920 it  exceeding 
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the  permanent  peace  edablifhment 
of  the  feledt  committee  of  1786  by 
the  fum  of  1,355,739b — and  the 
enlarged  edimate  of  the  committee 
of  1791  by  the  fum  of  864,742 1.  ; 
but  that  there  is  included  in  the 
above  fum  of  864,742 1.  an  excefs 
of  131,405  b  upon  the  navy,  which 
is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the 
fum  voted  for  the  repairs  of  fri¬ 
gates  in  merchants  yards,  which 
expence  will  not  recur  again — antf 
an  excefs  of  107,484  b  upon  the 
army,  which  is  more  than  account¬ 
ed  for  by  no  allowance  being  made 
in  the  grants  of  this  year  for  army 
favings,  fimilar  to  that  which  is 
made  in  the  edimates  of  1786  a«d 
1791,  and  by  an  advance  of  7 1,569b 
on  account  of  troops  ferving  in  In¬ 
dia,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  the 
Ead  India  company— and  an  excefs 
of  68,676  b  upon  the  ordnance,  of 
which  61,907  b  arifes  from  the 
difcharge  of  oVdnance  unpro¬ 
vided,  and  alfo,  aq  excefs  of 
557,177b  under  the  head  of  mifcel¬ 
laneous  fervices,  of  which  432,444 1. 
is  on  account  of  American  fuffer- 
ers,  an  article  of  expence  exprefsly 
excluded  from  the  edimates  above 
mentioned,  and  the  remainder  on 
account  of  various  mifcellaneous 
fervices  peculiar  to  the  prefent  year. 

u  Refolved,  That  the  feleft  com* 
mittee,  edimating  upon  an  average 
of  the  three  lad  years,  and  advert¬ 
ing  to  the  additional  week’s  receipt 
in  1790,  have  calculated  the  future 
probable  annual  income  at  the  fum 
of  16,030,286  b  which  exceeds  the 
future  expenditure,  as  edimated  by 
the  faid  committee,,  by  a  fum  of 
61,108 1. — that  the  above  income 
is  calculated  upon  a  revenue  which 
appears  to  have  been  progreflively 
increafing,  and  is  exdudve  of  any 
addition  to  be  expeftcd  from,  the 
[if]  4  amount 
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amount  of  the  taxes  of  1789,  or 
from  the  increafed  produce  of  the 
duties  on  tobacco — and  likewife  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  profits  of  the  lottery, 
which  amounted  in  the  prefent  year 
nearly  to  300,000!.  and  of  any  Sums 
to  arife  from  any  incidental  or  ex¬ 
traordinary  refources. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  money  re¬ 
maining*  due  upon  the  principal 
and  interefl  of  the  American  and 
Eafl  Florida  claims,  which  has 
been  directed  by  parliament  to  be 
paid  by  inftalmefits,  is  hated  to 
have  amounted,  on  10th  Odober 
1790,  to  1,546,062 1.  exclufive  of 
the  interefl  payable  on  fuch  part  of 
it  as  remains  undischarged,  and  ex¬ 
clusive  alfo  of  farther  annual  pay¬ 
ments,  and  pennons  to  American 
loyalifts,  amounting  to  54,21  il. 
per  annum. 

,  .  e<  Refolved,  That,  befides  this  ar¬ 
ticle  fo  hated  by  the  committee,  it 
f-Ppears,  from  the  ordnance  efiimate 
inferted  in  the  appendix,  that  the 
eftimate_  of  their  future  annual  ex- 
pence  of  that  office  is  exclufive  of 
fuch  fums,  as  are  contained  in  the 
ehimate  of  the  board  of  land  and 
fea  officers  for  additional  works  for 
fecurity  of  his  majefty/s  dock-yards, 
a^nd  or  any  other  fortifications,  or 
other  hew  works,  to  be  carried  on 
in  the  Weft  Indies,'  North  America, 
qr  elfewhere. 

.  Refolved,  That  during  the  laii 
; five  years,  the  fum  of  5,424,592b 
including  674,592  b  arifing  from 
annuities  expired  or  unclaimed, 
and  from  dividends  on  hock  bought, 
has*  been  applied  to  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt ;  that  the  Turns 
by  which  the  debt  has  been  in¬ 
creafed  within  the  fame  period, 
,  appear,  by  the  report  of  the  feled 
committee,  to  have  amounted  to 
2,602,589 1,  leaving  a  balance  of 


3,822,003  b;  and  that  the  annual  ip- 
tereft  on  the  hock  bought,  and  the 
prefent  amount  of  the  annuities  ex¬ 
pired  or  unclaimed,  appears  to  be 
254,804  b  :  in  addition  to  the  mil¬ 
lion  annually  charged  on  the  con- 
folidated  fund.” 

When  the  report  of  thefe  resolu¬ 
tions  was  made  to  the  houfe,  Mr. 
Sheridan  moved  his  own  refolutions, 
in  order  to  have  them  entered  upon 
the  journals ;  and  the  minjfter  put 
the  previous  queftion  on  each  of 
them,  except  the  laft.  This  mode 
of  getting  rjd  of  them,  inftead  of 
negativing  them,  was  confidered  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  as  an  implied  ailmil- 
fion  of  his  fads.  When  he  came  to 
the  laft,  which  was  a  refclution 
of  inference,  he  altered  the  pre¬ 
amble  a  little,  fo  as  to  make  it  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  minifter’s  refolutions,  that 
day  received  by  the'  houfe ;  and  in 
that  lhape  it  was  moved  and  nega¬ 
tived.  .  .  ,  , 

There  was  of  courfe  much  debate, 
and  much  conVerfatiori  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  points  contained  in  the  oppofite 
fets  of  "refolutions,  during  the  va¬ 
rious  days  which  this  fubjed  cccu7 
pied.  We  have'hhvyeyer  conceived 
it  unneceftary  to  pf efefve  in  any  de¬ 
gree  all  that  was  faid,  as  the  merit? 
of  the  queftion  between  the  two 
contending  parties  Iriay  beft  be  col¬ 
lected  frdm  the  fad?  and  inference? 
propofed  on  ..the  oiie  fide,  and  thofe 
carried  on  the  other,  in  the  form  of 
refolutions  of  the  houfe.  It  vvas  the 
undoubted  objed  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
by  taking  the  method  which  he  pur- 
fued,  to  have  his  fentiments  clearly 
and  explicitly  ftated  on  record,  and 
the  minifter  profeffed  fairly  to  join 
iffue.  But  the  events  that  followed  on 
the  continent,  and  ultimately  drew 
Great  Britain  into  the  prefent  war, 
have  now  put  an  end  altogether  to 
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this  difpute,  which  related  chiefly  to 
the  balance  of  our  permanent  income 
and  expenditure  in  a  time  of  peace, 
and  the  probable  diminution  of  the 
national  debt,  under  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  without  new  taxes. 

While  the  finances  of  our  ovyn 
(country  were  undergoing  this'  full 
and  accurate  difcuffion,  another  fub- 
jed  of  the  fame  kind  was,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  late  wife  regulation, 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
who  opened  the  Indian  budget  on 
,the  24th  of  May. .  After  much  cof- 
refpondence  with  the  feveral  prefi- 
dencies,he  was  at  length,  for  the  firft 
time,  enabled  to  Hate  the  revenues  of 
our  Oriental  poffeflions  from  fome- 
thing  like  a  regular  account.  Hi¬ 
therto  he  had  been  obliged  to  make 
out  rather  an  eftimate  than  an  ac¬ 
count,  from  a  number  of  detached 
accounts  fent  home  by  the  feveral 
prefi'dencies.  He  was  now  furnilh- 


ed  with  accounts  frorti  each,  fhewing 
the  whole  receipt  and  expenditure  for 
three  years,  on  which  he  could  flrike 
an  average,  and  alfo  with  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  eiiimated  and  adual 
receipt  and  expenditure  for  the  lall 
year,  which  might  ferve  as  a  tell  of 
the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  thofe 
eftimates,  whence  alone  the  balance 
of  the  current  year  muft  always  of 
necellity  be  calculated.  This  mode 
of  keeping  the  company’s  accounts 
was  certainly  a  great  improvement 
in  the  adminiftration-pf  their  affairs  j 
and  the  profpeft  which  this  clearer 
infight  into  their  real  fituation  af¬ 
forded,  was  proportionably  pleaf- 
mg.  Mr.  Dundas  laid  before  the 
houfe,  with  very  few  accompanying 
obfervations,  a  variety  of  papers, 
which  contained  the  following  ge¬ 
neral  information  relative  to  the 
Indian  finances. 


ACTUAL  REVENUES  of  1789-90. 

Sterling;. 

Bengal  ’  -  current  rupees  5,62,06,561  -  £.5,620,656 

Madras  -  pagodas  -  31,39 ,519  -  1,255,808 

Bombay  -  rupees  -  14,42,405  -  167,319 

Total  Revenues  -  7»°43’7^3 


'*v;f  ;  •  *1 

ACTUAL  CHARGES  of  1789-90. 

1  4  ■  '  ■  ■  4  ■  r  .  ,  r  .  '  ‘  4 

Bengal  -  -  current  rupees  3,12,01,486  -  £.3,120,149 

Madras  -  pagodas  -  43>47>537  —  *>739>OI5 

Bombay  -  rupees  -  48,02,685  -  5  5  7> 1 10 

[,•  5>4i6<z74 


Total 


tr 
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Total  revenues,  as  above  -  -  7,043,78$ 

A&ual  charges,  as  above  -  •  5,416,274 


1,627,509 

Expences  of  Bencoolen  and  Pinang  -  43,944 


Net  revenues 

Add  the  amount  of  import  Tales, 

JDedu&  intereft  on  the  debt 
Surplus  revenue 

Mr.  Dundas  expreffed  a  c  on  vie- 
Hon,  that  the  day  was  much  nearer, 
when  the  refources  of  India  would 
furnifh  affiftance  to  this  country, 
than  when  this  country  would  be 
obliged  to  lend  her  aid  and  fupport 
to  India. 

He  candidly  mentioned  one  faft, 
which  it  Teems  a  debt  of  juftice  to 
Mr.  Fox  to  notice.  In  the  month 
•f  November  1783,  when  the 
latter  gentleman  moved  his  cele¬ 
brated  India  bill,  he  eftimated  the 
debts  of  the  company  at  neariy  ten 
millions,  while  the  company  them- 
felves  rated  their  debts  at  only  four 
millions ;  but  in  truth  Mr.  Dundas 
faid,  before  the  year  1785,  they 
actually  did  owe  above  ten  mil¬ 
lions. 

An  inclination  was  fhewn  by  fe- 
veral  members  to  controvert  Tome 
parts  of  the  ftatement  made  by  Mr. 
Dundas.  Mr.  Benfield  in  particu¬ 
lar  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the 
fubjedt.  He  meant  to  have  pro- 
pofed  the  inftitution  of  a  committee 
to  examine  the  papers  and  accounts ; 
but  he  afterwards  waived  it,  in  coh- 
fequence  of  the  late  period  of  the 
feliion,  which,  he  thought,  would 
hardly  allow  time  for  a  report.  The 


-  1*587,765 

and  of  certificates  263,940 


1*847,505 
-  438,426 


.  i>4°9>°79 


principal  objeftions  to  the  Indian 
budget  were,  that  the  expences  of 
the  exifting  war  with  Tippoo  SuL 
tan  did  not  appear,  and  that  no con¬ 
sideration  was  had  of  the  company  ’s 
circumftances  at  home,  and  no  ac¬ 
count  given  of  the  encreafe  or  de- 
creafe  of  their  debts  and  property 
here,  without  which  the  true  fitua- 
tion  of  their  affairs  could  not  be 
feen.  This  latter  objeftion  was  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  but  it  was  anfwered  that  the 
account  of  the  territorial  revenues 
was  the  only  fubjedl  of  that  day,  and 
not  the  commercial  concerns  or  ge¬ 
neral  condition  of  the  company. 
Mr.  Dundas  moved,  and'  carried 
without  a  divifion,  nineteen  refolu- 
tions,  to  the  effect  of  the  ftatement 
which  has  been  given  above. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fef- 
fion  fir  Gilbert  Elliot  endeavoured 
to  obtain  an  exemption  from  the 
teft  a&  in  favour  of  the  members  of 
the  Scottifh  church. — His  motion 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  87. 

On  the  27th  of  May  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  brought  forward  his  promifed 
motion,  relative  to  the  internal  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  royal  burghs  oi 
Scotland;  in  the  confideration  oi 
which  fubjeil,  the  houfe  refolvec 
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to  proceed  early  in  the  next  fef- 
fion. 

The  laft  Jegiflative  meafure  which 
paiTed  the  houfe,  was  a  bill  creating 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  company  at 
Sierra  Leone  on  the  coalt  of  Africa, 
for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  Well 
Indian  and  other  tropical  produc¬ 
tions.  A  fettlement  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  on  the  fame  fpot  fome  few 
years  before;  and  a  fmall  diftritt 
was  purchafed  from  one  of  the  native 
princes ;  bat  the  project  had  entirely 
failed,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  fettlers 
remained.  This  mifcarriage  how¬ 
ever  did  not  prevent  fome  adven¬ 
turers,  of  humane  and  benevolent  in¬ 
tentions,  from  reviving  the  fcheme 
on  a  larger  fcale,  and  with  a  greater 
capital.  Their  objeft  was  to  abolifh 
the  Have  trade,  by  promoting  the 
gradual  civilization  of  Africa,  and 
encouraging  a  commerce  there  in 
the  articles  of  coffee,  cotton,  and  fu- 
gar ;  which  Mr.  Devaynes,  who  had 
long  reftded  there,  averted,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  to  grow  almoll  fpon- 
taneoufly  in  many  parts  not  far  from 
Sierra  £eone.  At  the  fame  time 
they  thought  it  prudent  to  limit 
their  rilk  to  their  refpe&ive  lhares, 
without  involving  their  whole  for- 
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tunes ;  and  in  this  view  the  bill  was 
neceffary  to  them.  It  was  oppofed, 
but  feebly  and  ineffectually,  by  fome 
few  of  the  Weft  Indian  intereft  in 
the  houfe ;  and  palled  on  the  30th  of 
May,  by  a  confiderable  majority. 
The  defign  was  undoubtedly  good 
and  laudauble,  but  the  fuccefs  does 
not  promife  to  be  equal :  at  bell  it 
Hill  hangs  in  fufpence. 

The  felfion  was  at  length  conclud¬ 
ed  on  the  10th  of  June,  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne;  in  which  his  majefty 
exprelfed  his  particular  acknow¬ 
ledgments  for  the  meafures  which 
had  been  adopted  in  defraying  theex- 
pences  of  the  year,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  make  any  permanent 
addition  to  the  public  burthens ;  and 
likewife  for  the  provifions  which 
had  been  made  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  Canada.  His  majefty 
allured  parliament,  that  he  was  not 
yet  enabled  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  refult  of  the  Heps  which  he  had 
taken  to  re-eftablilh  peace  between 
Rulfia  and  the  Porte ;  but  hoped, 
that  this  important  objeCl  might  be 
effectuated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not 
to  difturb  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe.— Parliament  was  then 
prorogued  to  the  16th  of  Auguft. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  .  VIII. 

*  ^  1  'J  i  '  i  l  fc  '  /  /  i  *  ♦  ,  v  •  •  *  %r  ■  • '  Jl 

General  pacification  of  the  North  during  the  years  iqQQ  and  1791*  Seine  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  death  and  char  after  of  the  Emperor  JoJ'eph  the  Second. 
Haughty  memorial  from  the  Hungarian  nobility,  a  few  weeks  before  the  death 
of  the  Emperor.  Their  requifitions  in  general  granted ;  heftation  as  to  the 
refutation  of  the  royal  crown  of  Hungary  ;  which,  however,  is  reft ored  a  few 
days  before  the  death  of  the  Emperor,  and  received  with  an  extravagance  of 
joy .  Leopold,  Grand  Duke  of  Tafc  any,  who  fucceeds  to  the  Auftrian  hereditary 
dominions,  arrives  at  Vienna.  Critical  fate  of  Germany.  Difficulties  and 
embarraffments  of  Leopold,  through  the  mifeonduft  of  his  predecefjbr.  States 
liable  to  be  more  burned  lately  prejudiced  or  endangered  by  a  partition  of  the 
Ottoman  dominions .  Great  objefts  in  view  with  the  P  ruffian  alliance,  to 
bring  Auftria  to  a  ftp ar ate  peace  with  the  Forte .  Obftinacy  of  Jofeph ,  oti 
this  head,  had  been  on  the  point  of  drawing  on  an  immediate  war.  Leopold 
under  a  necefftty  of  appearing  for  fome  time  to  perfevere  in'  the  fame  f f lent. 
King  of  PruJJia' s  ccnduft  with  refpeft  to  Poland .  Leopold Jhackled,  in  his 
ccnduft  with  PruJJia ,  by  many  peculiar  circumftances,  from  which  his  pre¬ 
decefjbr  had  been  free.  Offienfive  and  defenftve  alliance  between  PruJJia  and 

the  Porte  increases  Leopold's  difficulties.  Campaign  opened  on  the  Danube . 
(Jrfova  taken.  Giurgewo  befeged',  and  W iddin  ihenaced.  Gent  Thurii  de¬ 
feated  and  killed,  and  the  fie ge  of  Giurgewo  precipitately  abandoned.  Armi- 
.  ft  ice  on  the  Danube.  Congrefs  at  Reichenbacb,  and  conventional  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Kings  of  Hungary  and  PruJJia ,  under  the  mediation  and 
guarantee  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  Some  particulars  of  this  treaty , 
which  relieves  Leopold  from  all  his  difficulties.  Death  of  the  celebrated 
Marfhal  Laudohn.  Intermarriages  between  the  royal  houfes  of  Auftria  and 
Naples ;  Ferdinand,  Leopold  *s  fe'condfon,  having  previoiifty  obtained  the  grand 
duchy  of  Tufc any.  Diffientions,  factions,  and  diftraftiens  in  Hungary,  with 
their  caufes ,  Deftgns  to  throw  off  the  Auftrian  dominion.  Firm ,  temperate, 
And  judicious  conduft  of  Leopold.  Refufes  to  ftgn  24  articles  prefented  to  him. 

Diet,  fitting  at  Buda ,  reprefeni  their  conftitutional  right  to  be  confulted,  and 
the  necefftty  of  their  concurrence,  to  render  valid  any  queftions  of  war  or  peace . 
Leopold  confcnts  to  their  fending  deputies  to  afftft  at  their  negotiations  with  the 
Porte.  XJnufual  concurrence  of  circumftances  which  tended  to  fruftrate  the. 
deftgns  of  the  malcontents  in  Hungary.  Farther  account  of  the  faftions  and 
parties  which  divided  that  country.  New  diploma  prefented  to  Leopold  for 
his  acceptance  previous  to  the  coronation,  firmly  rejefted  by  him.  Leopold 
cleft ed  King  of  the  Romans,  and  crowned  Emperor  at  Frankfort.  Armiftiye, 
under  the  mediation  rf  the  P ruffian  minifter,  concluded  in  the  Grand  Vizir's 
camp  at  Siliftria  ;  and  ccngrej's  appointed  at  Siftovia for  negociating  a  peace . 
New  Emperor  arrives  at  Prefburgh.  Met  by  the  diet.  States  choofe  the 
Arch- duke  Leopold  to  be  Palatine  of  the  kingdom.  Coronation.  The  Em¬ 
peror  grants,  as  favours,  thoje  conditions  which  h'e  rejefted  as  demands',  and 
gains  the  affeftions  of  the  whole  nation .  Extraordinary  change ,  within  a 
Jew  months,  m  Leopold's  circumftances .  Emperor  reftores  the  rights,  pri-  • 

vileges > , 
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colleges,  and  confiitution  of  the  Milanefie,  of  which  they  were  deprived  by  Jo¬ 
feph.  Enlarges  the  immunities,  granted  to  the  Jews.  Definitive  treat  \  of 
peace  concluded  at  Sifiovia  with  the  Ottoman  Forte 3  under  the  mediation T  of 
the  three  allied  powers. 


THE  pleaftng  event,  which  re¬ 
alized  the  benignant  hopes 
expreffed  by  the  king  in  taking 
leave  of  his  parliament,  we  are  now 
to  relate.-— But  as  the  bleflings  of 
peace  were  gradually  difFufed  over 
the  North,  and  as  we  omitted  the 
whole  of  this  fubjedl  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  preceding  year,  we  mult  here 
purfue  her  progrefs,  itep  by  ftep,  to 
Germany,  Sweden,  and  laftly  in  the 
prefent  year  to  Ruflia. 

One  great  obftacle  to  the  quiet  of 
Germany  was  removed  by  the  death 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph  the  Second, 
which  marked  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1790.  His  long  and  grievous 
illnefs,  frequently  attended  with  ex¬ 
treme  bodily  torment,  rendered  the 
grave,  if  not  a  welcome,  at  leaft  a  ne- 
ceffary  refuge,  from  a  fituationofthe 
greateft  mifery.  He  faced  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  death  like  a  Chriftian  ; 
and  had  the  magnanimity  to  order  a 
prefent  often  thouland  florins  to  the 
phyfician  who  had  the  courage  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him,  not  only  with  the  im- 
poffibility  of  his  recovery,  but  that 
his  diflolution  was  hourly  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  and  that,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  diforder,  the  fatal  ftroke 
was  liable  to  be  fo  fudden  as  not  to 
afford  a  moment's  previous  notice. 
He,  however,  lingered  feveral  days 
after  this  prediction,  and  under  this 
hard  fentence;  during  which  time 
-he  tranfa&ed  as  much  bufinefs  as 
was  well  poflible  in  his  condition, 
and  flgned  a  number  of  difpatches. 
Death  was  rendered  more  than  ufu- 
ally  inkfome  upon  this  occafion, 
through  the  heart-felt  fenfe  which 
he  entertained  of  the  diftraCted  and 


dangerous  Hate  in  which  he  was  to 
leave  his  dominions ;  and,  probably, 
through  bitter  refleftions  on  l&is 
own  conduct,  by  which  they  h*ad 
been  thus  unhappily  involved  :  t  his 
indeed  was  confirmed,  as  well  by 
feveral  circumftances,  as  by  exp  ref- 
fions  which  burlt  from  himfel  f  in 
different  agonizing  paroxyfms.  The 
former  circumflance  induced  hi  m  to 
wifh  ardently  for  a  few  weeks  lo  tiger 
life,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  b»  :able 
in  feme  degree  to  fettle  and  con  ipofe 
public  affairs  before  he  left  the  w  orld. 

In  this  melancholy  Hate,  his  (  fceath. 
was  probably  fomewhat  accelei  rated 
by  a  heavy  private  calamity,  which 
went  to  his  heart,  and  deeply  em¬ 
bittered  his  laft  moments.  This 
was  the  unexpected  death  of  hi  s  be¬ 
loved  niece,  the  arch-duchefs  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  confort  of  his  nephew  Fra  n- 
cis,  whom,  we  have  heretofore  feien* 
he  had  intended  to  propofe  to  the 
electoral  college  as  king  of  t  he  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  confequently  his  fuccef- 
for  in  the  empire.  This  princefs 
was  of  the  houfe  of  Wir  aemberg* 
and  filter  to  the  grand-d  achefs  of 
Ruflia.  Jofeph  felt  the  greater 
interelt  in  her  favour,  fron  i  her  hav¬ 
ing  been  chofen  by  himfl  jUf,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  many  excel’ient  quali¬ 
ties,  to  be  the  wife  of  ^is  nephew. 
He  accordingly  regard ied  her  with 
a  conftant  and  truly  p  sternal  affec¬ 
tion  ;  and  fhe  became  ,  by  many  de¬ 
grees,'  the  greateft  favourite  with 
him  of  his  whole  fa-  jiily.  The  at¬ 
tachment  was  muttf  al,  as  the  event 
unfortunately  fhev  j  ed.  For  the  arch- 
duchefs  '  being  t' nen,  for  the  firft 
time,  great  with  child,  and  the  time 
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of  parturition  approaching,  but  not  death ;  preffing  his  hand  with  2 
arrived,  ftie  was  fo  deeply  (truck  by  fervour  which  could  not  have  been 
the  difmal  fituation  of  the  empe-  imagined,  confidering  his  weaknefs; 
ror,  whom  (he  conftantly  attended,  and  telling  him  at  the  fame  time, 
amd  by  the  evident  figns  of  ap-  that  he  trufted  in  him  for  the  de- 
proaching  diffolution,  which  (he  too 
vrell  perceived,  that  her  affe&ions, 
tlius  violently  moved,  brought  on  a 
premature  labour;  in  which  fitua¬ 
tion,  though  the  infant,  a  daughter,  few,  probably,  who  were  not  blind- 
furvived,  the  princefs  unhappily  ed  by  affedion,  entertained  any 


fence  and  prefervation  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  death, 
and  when  he  was  in  fuch  a  (late  that 


loft  her  life.  The  emperor  was  fo 
continually  urgent  in  his  enquiries 
abottt  the  health  of  the  arch-du- 
cherft,  that  there  was  no  poflibility 


hope  of  his  recovery,  he  received 
a  very  haughty  memorial  from  the 
Hungarian  nobility,  in  which  they 
made  the  following  demands,  in 


of  Concealing  this  fatal  (Iroke  from  very  high  terms  ' The  reftoration, 
himw  His  grief  and  anguifh  were  in  the  mod  ample  manner,  of  their 
fo  extreme  as  to  exceed  all  deferip-  antient  rights  and  privileges— the 
tiont :  and  he  continued  momenta-  return  of  the  royal  crown  of  Hun- 
rily  growing  weaker  and  worfe,  gary,  which  had  been  removed 
from  the  Thurfday  on  which  (he  from  their  capital  to  Vienna,  after 
died,  until  the  fucceeding  Saturday  the  death  of  Maria  Therefa— that 
Feb  •’oth  morn*nS»  when  he  expir-  the  people  lhould  be  at  liberty  to 
‘  ~  *  ed,  between  five  and  fix  lay  by  the  German,  and  to  refume 

l  79°*  o’clock,  in  the 49th  year  of  their  old  native  drefs— and,  that  all 

his  age.  public  ads  fhould  be  kept  and  re- 

He  clofed  his  life  with  great  figns  corded  either  in  the  Latin  or  the 
of  piety  and  contrition ;  and  cer-  Hungarian  language,  inltead  of  the 
tainly  felt,  with  the  utmoft  poig-  German,  as  was  now  the  pradice. 
nancy,  the  diforders  which  had  On  a  compliance  with  thefe  requi- 
fprung  up,  and  the  mifehiefs  which  (itions,  the  noble  Huns  promifed, 
had  fpyead  to  fo  wide  an  extent,  on  their  part,  to  defend  the 
under  Jus  government;  whether  he  kingdom  to  the  lad  drop  of  their 
attributed  them  to  the  real  cau(e  or  blood,  and  to  fupply  the  empe- 
not.  He  was  almoft  conftantly  at-  ror’s  armies  in  general  with  every 
tended,  by  day  and  by  night,  dur-  neceflary  which  their  country  pro- 
ing  the  latter  and  hopelels  ftage  of  duced. 

his  illnefs,  by  his  two  favourite  The  reception  which  this  memo- 
generals,  the  Marfhals  Lacy  and  rial  met  from  Jofeph  fufficiently 
Laudohn,  and  even  very  conftantly  fhevved  how  much  his  difpofitioa 
by  old  Marfhal  Haddick,  noewith-  was  changed,  and  how  greatly 
(landing  his-  great  age  ;  and  he  public  and  private  calamity  had 
feemed,  on  different  occasions,  par-  tended  to  foften  his  temper.  With- 
ticularly  affedled  by  the  thoughts  of  out  any  comment  upon  the  lan- 
parting  from  his  old  military  friends  guage  or  manner  of  the  memorial, 
and  companion's.  He  took  leave  he  complied  with  the  greater  part  of 
of  Laudohn  in  thve  moft  affe&ionate  the  requifitions ;  and  about  three 
manner  a  few  hours  before  has  weeks  before  his  death  confirmed 

the# 


HISTORY  O 

thefe  conceffions  by  a  public  decree. 
Of  all  his  late  regulations,  he  referv- 
ed  only  three  articles,  eftablilhing  a 
general  toleration,  providing  for  the 
fupportof  the  parochial  churches  and 
clergy  out  of  the  revenues  of  fome 
fuppreffed  monafteries,  and  fecuring 
a  degree  of  liberty  to  the  peafantry. 
His  difcriminationin  retaining  thefe, 
perhaps  did  him  no  lefs  honour  than 
his  facility  in  yielding  all  the  reft. 
$e  feemed,  however,  ftill  to  linger, 
as  to  the  reftoration  of  the  royal 
crown,  in  a  manner  which  did  not 
redound  much  more  to  his  credit, 
than  the  fhameful  feizure  of  it  had 
done  in  the  firft  inftance.  For  we 
are  to  bear  in  mind,  that  he  never 
had  worn  that  crown  as  a  king 
which  he  feized  as  a  robber.  The 
arbitrary  projects  with  which  his 
head  was  ever  teeming,  had  pre¬ 
vented  him,  during  the  long  period 
•f  time  which  elapfed  fince  the  de- 
ceafe  of  his  mother,  from  ever  ob¬ 
taining  a  legal  or  formal  poffeftion 
of  that  noble  kingdom,  by  the  ufual 
and  neceft'ary  forms  of  a  coronation, 
becaufe  he  would  not  be  bound  by 
the  eftablilhed  capitulations  or  com¬ 
pass  between  the  fovereign  and  the 
people,  which  were  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  was  to  receive  the 
crown. 

But  his  fpirit  was  now  fo  broken 
down,  and  his  former  projects  ap¬ 
peared  fo  vain,  and  were,  in  the 
effects  which  they  produced,  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  unfortunate  and  ruinous, 
that  at  the  time  of  palling  the  de¬ 
cree  we  have  mentioned  in  favour 
of  the  Hungarians,  he  bound  him* 
felf  by  a  voluntary  promife,  that  if 
he  were  alive  in  the  enfuing  month 
pf  May,  and  was  at  all  able  to  un¬ 
dergo  thd  fatigue,  he  would  pro,- 
ceed  to  that  kingdom  for  the 
puipofe  c >P  being  crowned.  But 
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the  time  was  paft,  and  never  after 
recovered  l 

The  crown,  with  the  reft  of  the 
regalia  of  Hungary,  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  fent  off  from  Vienna,  until  a 
very  few  days  before  the  emperor’s 
death ;  fo  that  thefe  precious  relicks 
of  antiquity,  which  that  people  rated 
at  fo  ineftimable  a  value,  did  not 
arrive  at  their  ancient  capital  of 
Buda,  until  the  day  after  his  de- 
ceafe.  The  joy  of  the  Hungarians 
upon  this  occasion  was  almoft:  be¬ 
yond  credibility.  Triumphal  arches 
were  erefted  in  all  the  towns  thro* 
which  the  cavalcade  paffed;  and 
not  only  the  common  people  affem- 
bled  every  where  in  prodigiois 
crowds  to  receive  it,  but  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  all  the  neighbouring 
nobility;  and  feftivity  and  joy  were 
fpread  through  the  country. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  the  emperor  feemed 
to  liften  not  unfavourably  to  fome 
overtures  of  peace  which  were  made 
by  the  Ottomans.  He  even  pro- 
pofed  the  affembling  of  a  con- 
grefs  at  Buchareft  to  conduft  the 
negociations ;  and  as  a  proof  of  his 
being  ferious  in  this  bufmefs,  he 
immediately  difpatched  expreftes  to 
London,  Paris,  and  Berlin,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  thefe  powers  with  the  pro- 
pofals  and  demands  offered  and 
made,  as  alfo  with  the  intended  con- 
grefs :  at  the  fame  time  he  nomi¬ 
nated  the  barons  Herbat  and  Thu- 
gut,  with  M.  Walburg,  fecretary  of 
the  court,  to  proceed  to  Buchareft! 
on  his  part.  The  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
lia  too  fent  inftru&ions  to  prince 
Potemkin,  at  Jaffy,  containing  at 
once  hef  categorical  demands,  and! 
(he  was  alfo  in  treaty  with  Sweden  ; 
but  about  the  period  of  Jofeph’s 
death  thelaft  lingering  hope  of  peacsfc 
was  known  to  have  vamlhcd. 

We 
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We  have  fo  fully  detailed  the 
conduct  and  actions  of  this  prince 
in  our  former  volumes,  from  the 
time  of  his  acceflion  to  the  Imperial 
throne,  on  the  demife  of  his  father 
in  the  year  1765,  to  that  of  his  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  foie  poflefiion  of  all 
the  vaft  power  and  dominion  then 
appertaining  to  the  houfeof  Auilria, 
which  devolved  to  him  upon  the 
death  of  his  mother,  the  celebrated 
Maria  Therefa,  in  1780,  and  from 
thence  to  the  latter  inaufpicious 
period  of  his  life,  that  an  attempt 
at  any  farther  elucidation  of  his 
character,  than  what  will  naturally 
refult  from  the  perufal  of  thefe 
progreffive  narratives,  may  appear 
fuperfluous.  in  that  courfc,  we 
have  not  been  flack  in  bellowing 
due  praife  on  many  parts  of  his 
early  conduCl ;  and  we  have  fince  as 
freely  cenfured  thofe  a&s  which  we 
deemed  it  our  .  duty  to  condemn, 
and  in  which  we  have  been  very 
generally  fupported  by  the  public 
opinion. 

We  fhall  obferve  upon  the  whole, 
that  few  princes  have  morellrongly 
excited  the  general  expectation  of 
mankind  in  their  favour,  or  raifed 
to  a  higher  pitch  the  hopes  of  their 
own  fubjeCts,  than  Jofeph  did  dur¬ 
ing  the  hrk  years  of  his  reign  as 
emperor;  and  that,  there  are  few 
examples  of  any,  who  forfeited  the 
public  opinion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  loft  the  affeCtions  of  thofe  they 
governed  on  the  other,  more  com¬ 
pletely  than  he  had  the  fortune  to 
do  before  his  death.  An  infatiable 
ambition,  with  its  natural  concomi¬ 
tant,  an  incurable  lull  for  money, 
without  regard  to  the  means  by 
which  it  was  procured,  were  his 
leading  vices ;  and  were  rendered 
Hill  more  degrading  by  duplicity 
and  breach  of  faith.  But  nature, 
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as  if  intending  to  retrain  the  e/Fe£§ 
of  difpofitions  fo  pernicious  and 
dangerous  to  mankind,  had  thrown 
into  his  compofition  fo  llrange  a 
mixture  of  heterogeneous  qualities, 
as  ferved  in  a  great  meafure  ta 
counteract  and  render  impotent 
thefe  vices.  For  he  exhibited  the 
llrange  contrail  in  the  fame  mind, 
of  the  moll  glaring  rafhnefs,  and 
of  the  molt  contemptible  indecifion, 
of  an  invincible  obltinacy,  and  of 
a  temper  the  moll  uncertain,  vari¬ 
able,  and  inconllant  that  exilted; 
fo  that  through  the  continual  jumble 
of  thefe  inconliftencies,  he  ever  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  accomplilhment  of  his 
defigns,  and  was  always  involved 
in  troubles  abroad  or  at  home.  He 
was,  perhaps,  the  greatell  projector 
of  any  age,  at  leait  with  refpect  to 
the  multitude,  if  not  to  the  value 
or  merit,  of  his  projeCls ;  and  yet, 
through  the  fame  caufes,  they  al- 
moll  conltantly  failed  of  effeCt.  No 
man  ever  extended  his  views  far¬ 
ther,  or  laboured  more  for  the  ag¬ 
grandizement  of  his  houfe  and  fa¬ 
mily,  than  he  did ;  and  yet,  by  a 
purfuit  of  ill-judged  and  ill-direc¬ 
ted  meafures,  he  fhook  the  liabi¬ 
lity  of  the  Houfe  of  Auilria,  and 
left  it  involved  in  a  llate  of  affairs, 
which  led  to  its  degradation  arid 
lofs  of  llrength,  in  a  degree,  which 
fcarccly  fecmed  poffible,  a  few  ybars 
before,  to  have  taken  plate  in  fo 
fhort  a  time.  Had  he  the  good 
fortune  to  have  left  the  world  a  few 
years  before  his  mother,  the  em- 
prefs  queen,  he  would  have  left 
behind  fo  high  and  enviable  a  cha- 

raCler,  that  he  would  have  been 

i 

pointed  out  as  a  model  for  the  con- 
duCl  of  other  piinces,  and  meh 
would  have  been  dlfpofed  to  con- 
hder  his  early  departure  a$  a  public 
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As  Jofeph  the  Second,  though 
twice  married,  died  without  iftue, 
his  brother  Leopold,  grand-duke 
of  Tufcany,  now  become  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  arch¬ 
duke  of  Auftria,  fucceeded  of  courfe 
to  the  pofleffion  of  all  his  heredi¬ 
tary  dominions,  the  Low  Countries 
alone  excepted.  But  though  the 
late  emperor’s  death  had  been  fo 
long  forefeen,  and  that  he  had  dis¬ 
patched  feveral  expreftes  to  expe¬ 
dite  Leopold’s  departure  from  Flo¬ 
rence,  it  was  near  three  weeks  after 

March  i  ath,  that  event  before  he 
and  his  eldeft  fon 
79°*  Francis  arrived  at 
Vienna ;  whither  they  were  foon 
after  followed  by  the  new  queen, 
accompanied  by  a  numerous  family 
of  princes  and  princeffes  her  child- 


ten. 

The  affairs  of  Germany  were  at 
this  time  in  a  very  doubtful  and 
critical  fituation.  Befides  the  dif¬ 
ferences  with  the  new  government 
of  France,  which  were  in  no  degree 
accommodated,  we  have  feen  that  a 
powerful  league  had  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  been  formed  within  the  em¬ 
pire,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia,  in 
their  character  of  electors,  to  re- 
ftrain  the  ambitious  conduit,  and  to 
guard  againft  the  dangerous  defigns, 
attributed  to  the  late  Jofeph.  Tho’ 
the  change  which  had  fince  taken 
place  in  the  direction  of  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  prevented  hitherto  the  necef- 
fity  of  calling  that  confederacy  into 
a&ion,  yet  the  common  danger  on 
which  the  union  was  originally 
founded,  feemed  to  be  only  remov¬ 
ed  for  the  prefent  to  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance,  but  in  no  degree  to  be  leffen- 
cd ;  indeed,  it  was  on  the  contrary 
juftly  fuppofed  to  be  much  increaf- 
ed,  by  the  unaccountable  connexion 
Vql.  XXXIII. 


which  had  taken  place  between  Auf¬ 
tria  and  Ruifia. 

We  have  heretofore  fhewn,  upon 
different  occafions,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  Ottoman  war,  h  w  directly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  political  interefts,  and 
how  pregnant  with  danger  to  the 
fecurity,  of  mod  of  tiie  other  na¬ 
tions  in  Europe,  it  would  have  been, 
if  the  combined  empires  of  Auftria 
arid  Ruflia  fhould  fuCceed  in  their 
defig n,  of  making  a  partitiorf,  of 
even  any  great  difmemberment, 
of  the  Turkifh  dominions.  Wd 
even  fhewed  that  thefe  dominion* 
could  not  be  lodged  in  any  other 
hands  fo  conducive  to  the  peace  and 
fecurity  of  Chriftendom  in  general* 
as  in  thofe  of  their  prefent  polfeS 
fors;  and,  as  the  German  league 
was  confined  entirely  to  that  coun¬ 
try,  we  ventured  to  point  out  the 
neceffity  there  would  be  for  a  Well- 
ern  confederacy,  of  a  much  more 
extenfive  nature,  to  counteract  the 
defigns  of  thefe  two  reftlefs  and 
ambitious  powers,  if  they  lhould 
proceed  to  the  lengths  at  which 
they  were  evidently  aiming.  A- 
mong  the  hates,  to  which  their  fuc- 
cefs  in  this  defign  would  be  the 
moft  immediately  alarming  and 
ruinous,  were  the  Germanic  body 
in  all  its  parts,  the  unfortunate  re¬ 
public  of  Poland,  already  defpoiled, 
and  more  than  half  ruined,  with 
the  two  Northern  kingdoms,  one 
of  which  feemed  totally  blind  to  its 
fituation  and  danger. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  was  among 
thole  the  moft  deeply  and  immedi¬ 
ately  interefted  in  fuch  an  event  $ 
but  he  held  in  his  hands  thofe  ef¬ 
fectual  means  of  refiftance  and  pre¬ 
vention  which  none  of  the  reft  pof- 
fefled.  His  alliance  with  England 
and  Holland  was  truly  wife  and  po¬ 
litical,  and  realized  in  no  fmall  de- 
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gree  the  idea  we  mentioned,  of 
a  Weftern  league  to  curb  Eaftern 
ambition.  We  have  likewife  congra¬ 
tulated  him  on  ^hat  apparently 
grand  political  game  which  he 
feemed  to  be  playing  in  Poland,  in 
which  the  cards  were  fo  entirely  in 
his  hands,  that  it  might  be  faid  he 
had  little  more  to  do  than  to  deal 
them  out.  The  means  by  which 
he  has  fince  thrown  away  the  ad¬ 
vantages  thus  held  out  to  him,  will 
hereafter  be  difcufied  in  its  proper 
place.  We  may  obferve  for  the 
prefent,  though  it  be  in  the  nature 
of  a  parenthefis,  that  by  a  deviation 
from  the  right  line  of  policy,  as 
well  as  of  re&itude,  he  has  loll  an 
opportunity  which  probably  will 
never  be  recovered,  of  eftablifiiing 
a  powerful  barrier  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  disjointed  dominions,  on  thofe 
fides  where  they  are  liable  to  be 
ever  expofed  to  the  moll  imminent 
danger.  Policy,  not  feldom,  over- 
fhoots  its  mark;  and  perhaps  it 
poffefies  no  vice  which  fo  frequently 
defeats  its  own  defigns,  as  a  fubfti- 
tution  of  cunning  for  wifdom,  and 
of  craft  for  an  honeft  and  liberal 
policy. 

But,  whatever  uncertainty  or  du¬ 
plicity  the  king  of  Pruflla  fiiewed 
.in  his  conduct  with  refpeft  to  Po¬ 
land,  he  was  fteady  in  his  averfion 
to  the  combination  for  the  ruin  of 
the  Turkifh  empire,  though  ex¬ 
tremely  Sow  and  cautious  in  a- 
dopting  meafures  for  its  preven¬ 
tion.  In  the  mean  time  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin  were  upon  the 
very  word  terms ;  and  the  jealou- 
Les,  animofides,  and  continual  dif¬ 
ferences,  between  the  late  emperor 
and  the  king,  had  latterly  rifen  to 
, Inch  a  pitch,  as  to  threaten  their 
.  proceeding  tq  the  immediate  extre¬ 
mity  of  war.  This  opinion  or  in¬ 


tention  was  fo  predominant  with 
themfelves,  that,  while  one  covered 
Silefia  with  armies,  magazines,  and 
artillery,  the  other  purfued  mea¬ 
fures  exa&ly  fimilar  in  Bohemia. 
Indeed  Jofeph  feemed  on  the  point 
of  renouncing,  at  lead  in  a  great 
meafure,  his  favourite  objects  on 
the  Danube,  by  the  vail  bodies  of 
troops  which  he  drew  from  thence 
to  form  a  powerful  army  in  Bohe¬ 
mia.  Even  marlhal  Laudohn  was 
withdrawn  from  the  feene  of  his 
conquefts,  to  take  the  command  in 
that  country,  and  his  field  equipages 
were  aflually  ordered  thither  from 
Hungary.  Thus  nothing  feemed 
doubtful  to  the  public,  but  which 
of  the  parties  Ihould  commence 
operations  by  giving  the  firft  blow. 

The  great  objeft  which  the  king 
and  his  allies  had  in  view,  was  to 
bring  the  emperor,  by  whatever 
means,  to  relinquifii  the  alliance 
with  Rufiia,  at  lead  fo  far  as  related 
to  the  combination  againft  the 
Turks,  and  to  conclude  a  feparate 
peace  with  the  Porte,  under  the  me¬ 
diation  of  thefe  powers,  if  the  court 
of  Peterlburgh  refufed  to  accede  to 
fair  and  equitable  propofals.  It  was 
eafily  feen  that  this  point,  fo  much 
fought  and  wiihed  for,  could  not  be 
obtained  at  any  lefs  price  than  a 
war.  For  befides  that  neither  the 
ambition  nor  the  obfiinacyof  Jofeph 
were  to  be  eafily  fubdued,  his  ally, 
the  emprefs,  had  obtained  a  perfonal 
afcendancy  over  him,  far  more 
binding  than  any  written  compa&s 
or  treaties.  The  weak  and  waver¬ 
ing  mind  of  Jofeph  feemed  to  fiirink 
over-awed,  under  the  fuperior  ta¬ 
lents  and  the  mafeuline  decifion  oi 
that  extraordinary  woman,  whofe 
fway  over  him  was  fo  unbounded) 
that  file  feemed  fpontaneoufiy  to  di¬ 
rect  his  attion. 

*  II 
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It  feems  probable  that  Leopold 
Was  as  little  difpofed  to  diffolve,  or 
even  to  loofen,  the  connexion  with 
Ruffia,  as  his  predeceffor  had  been; 
but  he  was  involved  in  circumftan- 
ces  and  redraints  from  which  Jo- 
feph  had  been  free,  and  which  to¬ 
tally  changed  the  nature  of  their 
relative  fituation.  His  acceffion  to 
the  hereditarv  dominions  of  Audria 
would  have  been  bald  and  defec¬ 
tive,  if  he  fhould  be  defeated  in  his 
election  for  king  of  the  Romans, 
and  confequently  deprived  of  the 
powers  and  dignity  annexed  to  the 
title  and  office  of  emperor,  which 
through  fo  many  ages  had,  with 
little  interruption,  been  held  by  his 
family.  This  was  no  imaginary 
danger;  for  Jofeph  had  created  fo 
many  enemies,  and  excited  fuch  ge¬ 
neral  apprehenfions  of  his  power 
and  ambitious  defigns  in  Germany, 
that  the  transferring  of  the  empire 
into  another  family,  whenever  his 
death  took  place,  had  been  long 
and  often  a  matter  of  ferious  con¬ 
templation.  Nor  was  the  fuppofed 
pacific  difpofition,  nor  the  real  un- 
military  character,  of  Leopold,  at 
all  fufficient  to  remove  the  preju¬ 
dices,,  or  to  difpel  the  apprehen¬ 
fions,  entertained  of  a  Houfe,  which 
had  ever  been  characterized  by  its 
ambition.  If,  then,  this  general 
temper  and  difpofition  was  to  be 
further  operated  on,  by  the  direCl 
enmity  of  the  two  mod  powerful 
electorates  of  the  empire,  it  may  be 
eafily  feen,  that  any  well-founded 
hope  of  Leopold’s  fucceeding  in  his 
election,  mud  have  been  fmall  in¬ 
deed. 

Leopold  had  likewife  another 
ffiackie  impofed  on  his  conduCt  by 
the  ill  policy  of  his  predeceffor. 
The  Netherlands  were  already  loft, 
and  there  could  not  be  a  hope,  nor 


fcarcely  a  poffibility  of  their  reco¬ 
very,  but  with  the  approbation  of 
the  allied  powers,  which  mud  of 
courfe  fail  if  a  war  took  place  with 
Pruffia.  Their  intrinfic  value  was 
dill  fo  great,  though  it  had  been 
much  leffened  with  refpeCt  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  poffeffion,  by  that  wretch¬ 
ed  policy  which  dismantled  their 
barrier  towns,  that  their  total  lofs 
would  have  been  a  mod  grievous 
droke ;  a  lofs  which  would  have 
been  ill  fupplied  by  the  acquifition. 
pf  any  of  the  defolated  provinces 
on  the  borders  of  the  Danube.  For 
through  the  barbarous  maxims  of 
the  combined  powers,  and  manners 
of  their  troops,  the  extent  of  their 
fucceffes  could  generally  be  well 
defined  by  that  of  the  dedruCtion 
they  made ;  exempting,  however, 
entirely  from  this  datement,  the 
conduCt  of  the  armies  commanded 
by  marfhal  Laudohn,  who  in  all 
cafes  made  war  iike  a  gentleman 
and  a  Chridian,  as  well  as  a  great 
foldier. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  under  all 
the  critical  and  embarrailing  cir- 
cumdances  we  have  mentioned,  that 
Leopold  had  a  mod  nice  and  diffi¬ 
cult  game  to  play,  upon  his  accef- 
lion  to  the  embroiled  dominions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Audria.  He  feemed 
aimed  under  an  inevitable  neceffity 
of  diffolving  his  connexion  with 
Ruffia,  at  the  fame  time  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  or  ih  fbme  refpeCts  to 
his  intered.  For,  befides  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  lcfing  the  friendfhip  of  a 
mod  potent  ally,  he  mud  thereby 
expeCt  to  forego  mod  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  a  war, 
which,  along  with  being  eminently 
fuccefsful  in  its  latter  part,  had  from 
its  commencement  been  attended 
with  fo  prodigious  an  expence  of 
[A]  2,  men 
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men  and  of  treafure,  that  the  com- 
penfations  muft  have  been  vaft  in¬ 
deed,  which  could  afford  any  fuit- 
able  return. 

Little  verfed  as  he  had  ever  been 
in  foreign  politics,  and  ftill  lefs  in 
military  affairs,  he,  however,  per¬ 
ceived  the  propriety  of  bearing  a 
good  countenance,  and  of  not  ap¬ 
pearing  to  dread  a  German  war, 
however  much  he  wifhed  to  avoid 
it,  and  whatever  his  ultimate  deter¬ 
mination  might  be.  The  prepara¬ 
tions  for  war  were  accordingly  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  fame  apparent  vi¬ 
gour  and  defign  with  which  they 
had  been  adopted  by  his  predeceffor ; 
but  nothing  more  was  done.  This 
pr’ocraftinatingconduCl  was  exa&ly 
fuited  to  the  temper  of  his  antago- 
nift,  who  was  much  more  difpofed 
to  military  parade  and  preparation, 
than  to  the  rafhnefs  of  running 
haftily  into  a&ion. 

An  event  which  took  place  a 
little  before  the  death  of  Jofeph, 
feemed  to  increafe  the  difficulties  of 
Leopold’s  iituation,  and  to  bring 
the  queftion  of  war,  or  of  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  wifhes  of  the  allies* 
to  a  point  of  decifion  which  could 
not  be  long  evaded.  This  was  a 
very  clofe  alliance,  offenfive  and 
defenfive,  entered  into  between  the 
king  of  Pruffia  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte ;  the  treaty  of  which  was 
executed  at  Conlfantinople  on  the 
31ft  of  January  1790. 

By  this  treaty  the  king  bound 
himfelf  at  a  given  time  to  declare 
war  againft  Auftria  and  Ruffia,  in 
order  to  compel  them  to  confent 
to  a  moderate  and  equitable  peace. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Porte  en¬ 
gaged  to  employ  all  its  force  to  ob¬ 
tain  at  the  peace  the  reftitution  of 
.  Galicia,  Lodcmeria,  and  all  the  ter- 
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ritory  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  wrefted  from  the  republic  of 
Poland.— By  another  article,  the 
contracting  parties  agree  to  ratify 
a  treaty  of  commerce  before  con¬ 
cluded;  and  the  Porte  guarantees 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Fruffian 
Blips  irv  the  Mediterranean;  and 
farther  engages  to  fecure  that  flag' 
from  the  infults  of  Tunis,  Algiers, 
and  Tripoli. — The  Porte  declares 
its  refolution  not  to  make  peace* 
without  the  reftitution  of  the  for- 
treffes,  provinces,  and  above  all,  of 
the  Crimea,  which  its  enemies  had 
gained :  and  the  king  engaged  not 
to  difeontinue  war  until  the  Porte' 
had  attained  thefe  objeCts.— The 
Porte  likewife  engaged  to  conclude 
no  peace  with  the  courts  of  Vienna* 
and  Peterftmrgh,  without  the  cOn- 
fent  of  Pruffia,  Sweden,  and  Poland. 
—By  the  fourth  article,  Sweden 
and  Poland  appear  to  be  equally  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  immediately  con¬ 
tracting  parties  in  this  alliance  of¬ 
fenfive  and  defenfive  which  it  is 
declared  is  ftill  to  fubftft  between- 
thofe  four  powers-,  notwithftanding1 
the  termination  of  the  war. — By 
the  concluding  articles,  the  con- 
que Its  which  may  be  made  by  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  are  not 
to  be  reftored,  until  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Peterfburgh  agree  to 
fubmitthe  differences  fubflfting  be¬ 
tween  them  and  Poland  to  the  medi¬ 
ation  of  the  former.  The  contraCt- 
i;ng:  parties  likewife  covenant  nob’ 
to  agree  to  any  peace  but  under  the 
mediation  of  England  and  HoJlancL 
And,  the  king  binds  himfelf,  after 
the  concluflon  of  peace,  to  guaran¬ 
tee  all  the  pofleflions  that  then  re¬ 
main  to  the  Porte ;  and  likewife 
engages  to  procure  the  joint  .gua¬ 
rantee  of  England,  Sweden, 

Poland, 
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Poland,  along  with  his  own,  for  all 
the  territories  of  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire. 

The  overwhelming  torrent  of  ftic- 
cefs  which  had  fo  condantly  accom¬ 
panied  the  arms  of  the  combined 
empires  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
which  threatened  the  lpeedy  fub- 
verfion  of  the  Ottoman  dominion, 
at  lead  in  Europe,  was  the  ftimulus 
which  operated  upon  the  king  of 
Pruffia  in  concluding  this ’treaty. 
We  have  given,  in.  our  31ft  vo¬ 
lume  *,  a  particular  detail  of  the 
memorable  events  of  that  cam¬ 
paign,  fo  fatally  ruinous  to  the  Ot¬ 
tomans  ;  and  we  have  there  like- 
wife  {hewn,  that  Selim,  indead  of 
linking  under  fo  heavy  a  weight  of 
misfortune,  not  only  bore  it  with 
great  condancy  and  famnefs,  but 
feemed  already  to  have  derived 
fome  portion  of  counlel  and  .wif- 
.dom  from  that  fevere  but  excellent 
ichool  of  indruCtion.  For  although 
he  had  aCted  in  all  other-  things, 
diametrically  oppodte  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  and  example  of  his  excellent 
juncle,  he  now  recurred  to  that  wife 
part  of  his  policy,  by  which  he  had 
fo  much  endeavoured  to  found  up- 
*on  European  alliances  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem  of  ltrength,  as  might  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  redrain  the  dangerous 
power,  and  to  garb  the  dedmCtive 
ambition  of  his  combined  and  mod 
implacable  enemies,  whom  he  cond- 
4ered  not  only  as  determined  on  the 
abfolute  ruin  of  his  empire,  but  on 
the  final  extermination  and  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  Ottoman  race  an$ 
name. 

Upon  this  principle  Selim  affi- 
duoudy  andanxioufly  fought,  by  all 
poffible  means,  to  cultivate  friend¬ 
ship  and  alliance  with  the  king  of 


Pruffia  and  his  allies ;  but  placing 
his  immediate  hopes  principally  on 
the  former,  whofe  iituation  and  cir- 
-cumftances  enabled  him  to  make  3 
fpeedy  diverdon  in  his  favour.  The 
death  of  the  emperor  was  perhaps 
the  only  thing  which  could  have 
prevented  an  immediate  war  be¬ 
tween  Auftria  and  Pruffia,  upon 
the  new  treaty  concluded  by  the 
laft  with  the  Porte;  but  that  event, 
with  the  acceffion  of  Leopold,  oc- 
cafioned  a  paufe,,  until  it  could  be 
underdood  what  courfe  of  meafures 
and  line  of  -conduCt  the  new  king 
of  Hungary  feemed  difpofed  to  pur- 
fue ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  until  the 
two  rival  monarchs  came  a  little  to 
know  each  other. 

We  have  {hewn,  in  the  volume 
which  we  have  already  cited,  that 
the  feverities  and  incommodities  of  a 
Danubian  winter,  together  with  the 
noble  defence  made  by  the  garrifon 
of  Orfova,  were  no  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  check  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
the  conquering  armies  of  the  com¬ 
bined  powers,  and  thereby  to  afford 
fome  lbort  feafon  for  red,  recovery, 
and  recollection,  to  the  adonidied 
and  confounded  Ottomans. 

Notwithdanding  the  prodigious 
draughts  that  were  made  from  the 
armies  on  the  Danube,  to  counter- 
aft  the  dedgns  of  the  king  of  Pruf¬ 
fia,  on  the  fide  of  Bohemia  and  Mo¬ 
ravia,  the  Andrians  opened  the 
campaign  in  the  former  quarter  un- 
ufually  early,  intending  thus  to 
benefit  by  the  flownefs  with  which 
the  Turks  are  able  to  bring  their 
armies  into  the  The  good 

cffeCt  of  this  aUrtnefs  and  vigour 
foon  appeared  in  the  reduction  of 
the  drong fortrefs  of  Orfova;  which, 
after  all  the  long  and  brave  de- 
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fences  it  had  hitherto  made,  feems 
now,  from  whatever  caufe,  to  have 
fallen  a  very  cheap  purchafe  into 
their  hands.  No  detail  was  pub- 
lifhed  of  the  operations  ;  but  from 
correfponding  circumdances,  this 
event  mud  have  taken  place  in  the 
latter  end  of  April,  or  very  early  in 
May.  We  have  underdood,  from 
private  information,  that  the  Auf- 
trians  having  clofely  blockaded  the 
place  during  the  whole  winter,  and 
a  flight  fliock  of  an  earthquake 
happening  at  length  to  take  place, 
the  garrifon  were  Aruck  with  a 
fudden  panic,  under  the  opinion, 
that  the  motion  of  the  earth  which 
they  perceived  proceeded  from  the 
enemies  having  undermined  the 
fortref,  and  being  on  the  point  of 
blowing  it  up.  This  prepofleflion 
operated  fo  powerfully,  that  they 
inftantly  abandoned  the  place ;  a 
lofs  the  more  vexatious,  as  it  was 
furnifhed  with  a  prodigious  artil¬ 
lery,  and  abundantly  provided  with 
ilores  and  magazines. 

The  next  obje&s  of  the  campaign 
on  the  fide  of  the  Auflrians,  after 
the  taking  of  Orfova,  were  the 
liege  of  Widdin,  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  Servia,  and  that  of 
Giurgewo,  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs  on 
the  Bulgarian  fide  of  the  Danube. 
The  views  of  the  Ruffians  were 
likewife  directed,  in  the  fir  ft  in- 
llance,  to  the  redu&ion  of  the  two 
very  drong  fc  rtrefles  of  Brahilovv 
in  Wal  achia,  and  of  Ifmailow  on 
the  Danube.  The  farther  views  on 
either  tide  were  not  yet  avowed  or 
known ;  but  were  undoubtedly  to 
be  directed  by  future  contingen¬ 
cies. 

For  the  prefent,  and  through  the 

,  fum.' . aowever,  an  aimed  total 
inadavity  prevailed  in  the  Ruffian 
a. vies;  which  mult  be  attributed. 
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to  the  interference  of  the  allied 
powers,  and  the  well-founded  doubt, 
whether  the  very  critical  fituation' 
of  Leopold’s  affairs  vyould  admit 
of  his  perfevering  in  rejecting  the 
propofals  for  a  feparate  peace,  which 
were  fo  drongly  prefled  upon  him, 
and  were  fupperted  by  arguments 
and  motives  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
feemed  fcarcely  to  allow  of  an  al¬ 
ternative.  In  the  cafe  of  Leopold’s 
defertion,  Ruffia  faw  that  fhe  would 
be  left  alone  to  contend  with  the 
allied  powers,  with  Sweden,  Po¬ 
land,  and  the  Ottomans ;  a  conca¬ 
tenation  of  hodile  enmity,  which, 
in  fpite  of  all  her  haughtineis,  could 
not  but  make  her  paufe. 

The  prince  of  Cobourg  having 
advanced  towards  Widdin,  and 
over-run  all  the  country  in  that 
courfe,  is  faid  to  have  obtained  a 
confiderable  victory  over  the  Turks 
in  the  neighbourho©d  of  that  city  f 
though  no  particulars,  even  of  time 
or  place,  have  been  mentioned.  He 
afterwards  made  confiderable  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  fiege  of  that  place, 
which  fome  peculiar  circumdances 
of  didance  and  fituation  feem  to 
have  rendered  tedious  and  difficult ; 
until  the  change  which  had  for 
fome  time  been  gradually  taking 
place  in  the  political  condud  of 
Leopold,  at  length  occafioned  the 
defign  to  be  abandoned. 

But  if  the  war  languifhed  in  other 
parts,  fuvh  was  not  the  cafe  on  the 
fide  of  Giurgewo,  where  the  hodi- 
lities  between  the  Audrians  and 
Ottomans  were  clofed  by  a  bloody 
feene.  The  only  account  we  have 
feen,  which  carries  any  appearance 
of  authenticity,  gives  the  following 
ft  ate  men  t.  of  that  affair.  That 
Leopold  being  at  length  determin¬ 
ed  to  accommodate  the  difputes 
with  the  king  of  P raffia,  and  con-. 

fequendy. 
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fequently  to  fubmit  to  a  peace  with 
the  T arks,  he  humanely  wilhed  to 
prevent  the  unneceflary  effufion  of 
human  blood,  and  for  that  purpofe 
agreed  to  conclude  an  armiftice,  for 
a  certain  fpecified  term,  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Danube. 

It  feems  that  Giurgewo  had  been 
for  fome  time  befieged,  and  that 
the  prince  of  Cobourg  being  cove 
tous  to  obtain  pofleflion  of  that  place 
before  the  armiftice  could  be  rati¬ 
fied,  difpatched  general  Thurn  with 
a  reinforcement  to  prefs  on  the 
fiege  with  fuch  vigour  and  expedi¬ 
tion,  as  might  compel  the  garrifon 
to  a  furrender  within  the  time  de- 
fircd.  But  the  Ottomans  having  a 
good  dead  ihaken  off  their  laft  year’s 
panic,  began  to  refume  their  ufual 
courage  ;  and  being  as  defirous  to 
preferve  their  fortrefs,  as  the  prince 
was  to  attain  it,  they  immediately 
difpatched  a  body  of  troops  to  its 
relief.  The  Auilrians  under  gene¬ 
ral  Thurn,  who  covered  the  fieg.e, 
confident  of  fuccefs  from  their  late 
viftories,  did  not  wait  for  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  enemy,  but  marched 
boldly  to  encounter  him.  They, 
however,  met  with  a  reception 
which  they  little  expefted.  Excited 
to  madnefs  by  a  fenfe  of  their  lodes 
and  difgraces,  the  Turks  fought 
with  undefcribable  fury  ;  and,  afcer 
a  defperate  conflict,  breaking  the 
Auftrian  lines,  they  carried  every 
thing  before  them,  and  in  defiance 
of  difcipline,  as  well  as  of  natural 
and  acquired  valour,  put  them  ab- 
folutely  to  flight. 

The  fate  of  the  brave  general  was 
much  regretted.  After  every  ex¬ 
ertion  which  knowledge  and  cou¬ 
rage  could  didate  or  execute  to  re¬ 
fill  the  impetucfity  of  his  fierce  and 
enraged  foe,  his  head  was  carried  orr 
by  the  blow  of  a  janizary’s  fabre. 


and  afterwards  exhibited  in  triumph 
on  a  pike  through  the  ranks  of  the 
Turkilh  army.  The  Auilrians  left 
feven  hundred  men  dead  upon  the 
field,  and  about  two  thoufand  were 
defperately  wounded.  The  befieg- 
ing  general  abandoned  his  trenches 
and  works,  along  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitation. — Such  was  the 
ifi’ue  of  the  laft  action  in  this  war 
between  the  Auftrians  and  Otto¬ 
mans. 

For  Leopold,  who  juftly  held  in 
very  fmall  ellimadonconquefts  made 
on  the  defolated  borders  of  Turkey, 
when  placed  in  competition  with 
the  rich,  fertile,  and  populous  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and  far¬ 
ther  prompted  by  the  great  and  im¬ 
mediate  objetts  which  were  at  ftake 
in  Germany,  determined  to  extri¬ 
cate  himfelf  at  once  from  all  his 
difficulties,  and  to  remove  the  ob- 
ftacles  which  ftood  in  his  way  to 
the  attainment  of  the  Imperial  dig¬ 
nity  with  all  its  advantages,  by 
a  fpeedy  accommodation  with  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  by  confenting 
to  an  equitable  peace  with  the 
Porte. 

In  jconfequence  of  this  determi¬ 
nation,  a  congrefs  was  held  at 
Reichenbach,  in  Silefia,  compofed 
of  the  minifters  of  the  kings  of 
Hungary,  Pruffia,  Great  Britain, 
and  the  States  General;  the  two 
latter  powers  acting  in  the  double 
capacity  of  mediators  and  guaran¬ 
tees.  ybe  ability  of  the  negocia- 
tors,  along  with  the  difpofitions 
tending  to  tranquillity,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  parties,  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  much  delay  in  bringing  the 
bufinefs  to  a  conclufion.  A  conven¬ 
tion,  which  takes  its 
name  from  the  place 
where  the  congrefs  were 

[£]  4  afiembled* 


July  27th, 


168]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791. 


aftembled,  was  accordingly  execut¬ 
ed,  which  removed  the  jealoufies 
and  differences  on  both  Tides,  and 
not  only  relieved  Leopold  from  a 
heavy  weight  of  care,  anxiety  and 
trouble,  but  opened  and  fmoothed 
the  way  to  the  eafy  attainment  of 
all  his  favourite  objects,  both  in 
Germany  and  the  Low  Countries. 
Nor  did  it  lefs  favour  the  views  of 
the  allied  powers,  by  its  material 
tendency  to  prevent  the  ruin  or  dif- 
memberment  of  tire  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire,  which  had  been  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  interference. 

The  purport  of  the  treaty  was, 
that  Auilria  fhculd  renounce  her  al¬ 
liance  with  Ruffia.  That  fhe  {hall 
open  a  negociation  for  peace  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  under  the  me¬ 
diation  of  the  three  allied  powers, 
conclude  an  armiftice  for  the  in¬ 
terim,  and  renounce  all  the  con- 
quefts  made  during  tl)e  war.  That 
the  king  of  Plungary  {hall,  however, 
be  at  liberty  to  obtain  from  the 
Porte,  by  friendly  negociation,  any 
fortreffies  or  places,  which  {he  may 
amicably  confent  to  giye  up  Tor  the 
adjuflment  or  fecurity  of  his  fron¬ 
tier;  but  that  if  any  acquifition  of 
territory  is  fo  obtained  on  that  fide, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  {hall  receive  an 
equivalent  for  it  of  equal  value  on 
that  of  Upper  Silefia.  That  the 
king  of  Hungary  {hall  retain  the  two 
provinces  of  Galicia  and  Lodome- 
ria,  which  he  already  poffiefies  in  Po¬ 
land.  That,  ihould  Ruffia  perfift  in 
carrying  on  the  war  againft  the 
Porte  and  Sweden,  and  thefe  powers 
demand  the  affiftance  of  Pruffia,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  treaties  fubfifting  be¬ 
tween  them,  his  PndTian  majefty 
{hall  be  at  free  liberty  to  fulfil  thefe 
engagements,  without,  the  court  of 
Vienna  taking  any  part, -directly,  or 
indiredly,  in  die  'conteft.  On  the 
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other  hand,  the  king  of  Pruffia  en« 
gages  to  give  Leopold  his  vote  on 
the  approaching  eletticn  for  the 
imperial  throne,  but  under  the  ex- 
prefs  condition,y?K£  qua  non ,  that  the 
emperor  of  the  Romans  fhall  never 
enter  into  any  alliance  with  Ruffia, 
in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled,  as 
chief  of  the  Germanic  empire,  to  re- 
fift  any  attack  which  Ruffia  might, 
at  a  future  period,  be  induced  to 
undertake  againft  it,  The  king  of 
Pruffia  engages  to  co-operate  with 
the  maritime  powers  in  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  appeafe  the  troubles  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands,  but  upon  the 
exprefs  condition  that  Leopold  ftiall 
reftore  to  them  all  their  ancient  pri¬ 
vileges  ;  which  are  to  be  confirmed 
and  guaranteed  by  the  three  allied 
powers. 

A  little  before  this  convention 
was  executed,  an  unfortunate  event 
took  place,  which,  if  Leopold  had 
been  before  othervvife  difpofed,  „ 
would  have  been  a  motive  fully  fuf-^ 
ficient  for  inducing  him  to  adopt* 
pacific  meafures :  indeed  it  might  be 
faid  that  he  thereby  loft  his  fworej. 
arm.  This  was  tire  demife  of  that 
juftly  celebrated  and  truly  great 
commander,  the  venerable  field 
martial  Laudohn,  who,  after  hav¬ 
ing  encountered  as  many  dangers 
in  the  field  as  perhaps  any  man  ever 
did,  clofed,  in  a  fick  bed,  a  long 
life  covered  with  laurels  and  glory. 
He  departed  this  life  at  his  head 
quarters  in  Moravia,  on  the  14th  of 
July  1790,  in  the  75th  year  of  his 
age ;  and  was  generally  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  lamented,  on  account  of  hi§ 
private  virtues,  as  well  as  of  his 
military  talents,  and  great  public 
fervices.  He  was  a  native  of  Livo¬ 
nia,  a  foldier  of  fortune,  who  with¬ 
out  money  or  intereft  rofe  merely 
by  his  perfonal  merit,  from  being  a 
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fubaltern  to  the  higheft  military  ho¬ 
nours.  After  a  long  apprentice- 
fhip  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  under 
thofe  celebrated  mailers  of  war, 
count  Munich  and  general  Lacy, 
he  came  into  that  of  the  houfe  of 
Aullria  about  the  year  1756 ;  where 
he  rofe  with  a  rapidity  beyond  all 
example.  The  great  Frederic  of 
pruffia  faid,  that  he  fometimes  ad¬ 
mired  the  pofition  of  other  generals, 
but  that  he  always  dreaded  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Laudohn.  He  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
firffc  general  in  Europe. 

Leopold  being  now  fecured  as  to 
his  principal  obje&s,  of  peace,  of  his 
ele&ion,  and  of  the  recovery  of  the 
Netherlands,  had  leifure  to  look 
into  and  adjull  his  private  and  fa¬ 
mily  concerns.  He  had  already 
fettled  his  fecond  fon  Ferdinand  in 
polfeffion  of  the  grand  duchy  of 
Tufcany;  an  arrangement  which 
had  for  fome  time  been  a  matter  of 
public  as  well  as  political  doubt  and 
fpeculation.  He  now  determined 
to  cement  the  union,  and  to  draw 
the  ties  of  affinity  more  clofely  be¬ 
tween  his  own  family  and  his  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  houfe  of  Naples  by  in¬ 
termarriages.  His  two  elded  fons, 
Francis  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  the  new  great  dtike  of  Tuf¬ 
cany,  were  accordingly,  foon  after 
a  f  ,  the  eonclufion  of  the 
1  ’  treaty  of  Reichenbacb, 

married  to  the  elded  princeffies, 
daughters  of  the  king  of  Naples; 
and  about  a  month  after  the  third 
arch-duchefs,  daughter  of  Leopold, 
was  married  to  the  prince  royal  of 
Naples:  that  princefs  having,  firit 
made  a  formal  renunciation  of  all 
right  of  fucceffion  to  any  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria. 

4s  troubles,  or  at  lead  the  feeds 


of  trouble,  in  aimoft  all  parts  ofhis 
widely-extended  dominions,  were 
appendages  which  Jofeph  had  an- 
nexed  infeparably  from  their  pof- 
feffion  to  his  fucceffior ;  fo  Leopold 
had  dill  much  difficulty  to  encounter 
with  his  new  fubjedts  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Hungary.  For  the  evi¬ 
dently  forced  conceffions  which  his 
predeceftor  had  been  induced  to 
make,  under  all  the  paroxyfms  and 
agonies  of  pain,  terror,  weaknefs, 
and  approaching  death,  were  in  no 
degree  fuffici^nt  to  remove  the  ef- 
fedi  of  that  continued  fydem  of  ir¬ 
ritation  and  defpotifm,  with  which 
he  had  fo  long  infulted  all  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  that  brave  and  generous, 
but  exceedingly  high-fpirited,  fierce, 
and  refenfful  people.  Their  here¬ 
ditary  and  inveterate  animofity  to 
the  Germans,  whom  they  had  ever 
confidered  as  lawlefs  ufurpers  and 
tyrants,  the  fcourge  and  ruin  of 
their  country,  with  that  abhorrence 
which  feemed  incurable,  and  reached 
to  every  thing  German,  to  laws, 
manners,  and  even  language,  as  well 
as  government,  had  in  a  very  great 
degree  been  foftened  or  worn  away, 
during  the  long  and  lenient  adminif* 
tration  of  Maria  Therefa;  whofe 
marked  attention  and  favour  to  this 
people,  was  probably  not  more  to 
be  attributed  to  gratitude,  than  to 
a  juft  and  wife  fyilem  of  policy* 
Had  this  fyftem  been  continued  with 
equal  wifdom,  all  the  ancient  animo¬ 
sities  and  national  prejudices  would 
not  only  have  worn  away,  but  in 
time  their  very  memory  would  havo 
been  obliterated. 

But  her  fucceflbr,  who  feemed 
dellined  to  take  every  thing  by  the 
wrong  handle,  or,  if  he  happened  to  , 
feize  it  by  the  right,  was  fure  to 
pufh  it  to  an  extreme  which  render¬ 
ed  it  wrong,  not  only  revived  all 
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the  ancient  animodties,  but  fupplied 
them  with  a  keener  edge,  than  they 
had  before  poffeffed,  iince  the  ages 
immediately  fucceeding  the  era  that 
gave  them  birth.  It  is  accordingly 
reported,  and  the  report  is  proba¬ 
bly  well  founded,  thatfeveral  of  the 
great  palatines  and  principal  nobi¬ 
lity,  had  it  ferioufly  in  contempla¬ 
tion,  to  emancipate  their  country 
from  the  Audrian  yoke;  that  a  plan 
for  that  purpofe  had  been  actually 
framed;  and  that  the  means  had 
been  pointed  out  for  militating  and 
conllantly  fupporting  a  grand  army 
©f  150,000  men,  for  their  prefent 
and  future  defence  and  protection. 
The  memorial  which,  we  may  re¬ 
member,  the  Porte  illued  early  in 
the  war,  offering  its  utmoit  affift- 
ance  to  the  Hungarians,  in  the  re¬ 
covery  of  their  ancient  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  rank  among  nations, 
with  the  mofl  liberal  and  difinte- 
refled  offers  of  perpetual  alliance 
*nd  friendfhip  after  that  was  ac- 
complifhed,  ferves  flrongly  to  coun¬ 
tenance  thefe  reports  and  opinions; 
for  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
court  of  Condantinople  was  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  the  affairs 
©f  Hungary  with  the  temper  of  the 
people,  and  with  the  views  and 
w iflres  of  the  great  men. 

Such  was  the  diford ered  and  cri¬ 
tical  date  in  which  Leooold,  through 
the  ill  conduct  of  his  predeceffor, 
found  the  nobleft  portion  of  his  heri¬ 
tage  involved  at  the  time  of  his  ac- 
ceilion ;  but  the  great  relief  which  the 
treaty  of  Reichenbach  afforded  him 
in  lo  many  other  things,  fortunately 
extended  likewife  to  enable  him  to 
encounter  this  difficulty. 

While  the  conferences  at  Reich¬ 
enbach  were  dill  in  agitation,  but 
evidently  drawing  to  a  ccncludon 
which  would  render  Leopold  eafy 


in  his  affairs,  a  number  of  deputies 
arrived  at  Vienna,  from  Hungary, 
who  prefented  a  long  lid  of  twenty- 
four  articles  to  the  king,  which 
they  drongly  urged  him  t©  lign,  pre* 
vious  to  his  coronation  for  that 
kingdom.  Many  of  thefe  articles 
went  to  the  redrefs  of  prefent, 
and  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
pad  grievances,  while  others  tend¬ 
ed  to  afford  fecurity  againft  future 
oppreffion.  Leopold  having  ma¬ 
turely  conddered  the  articles,  and 
holding  them  to  trench  too  much 
upon  the  fovereignty,  as  likewife, 
perhaps,  confidering  the  Hunga¬ 
rians  to  be  too  importunate  and  pe¬ 
remptory  in  their  demands,  upon 
thefe  or  other  accounts  he  refufed 
figning  them.  And  dill  perfever- 
ing  in  this  determination,  upon  the 
further  urgent  folicitaticn  of  the 
deputies,  he  is  faid  to  have  told 
them,  with  much  apparent  indiffer¬ 
ence,  that  he  was  not  at  all  anxious 
about  being  crowned  in  Hungary, 
and  that  he  had  given  orders  to  re- 
cal  thofe  who  had  been  ferit  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  coronation. 

Immediately  after  the  treaty  of 
Reichenbach,  the  diet  of  Hungary, 
then  fitting  in  full  affembly,  lent  a 
letter  to  the  fovereign,  in  which 
they  dated,  that  having  underdood 
that  negociations  for  terminating 
the  prelent  war  were  on  the  point 
of  being  opened,  they  could  not 
but  obferve,  that,  to  the  great  grief 
of  the  dates,  and  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
this  war  had  been  commenced 
without  their  knowledge ;  and 
that  they  would  be  penetrated  with 
dill  greater  grief,  if  now,  that  they 
were  ad'embled  in  diet,  and  bent 
upon  the  re-eftablilhment  of  their 
rights,  the  treaty  of  peace  diould 
be  concluded  without  their  concur-  1 
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rence.  They  (hewed,  that  thofe  ef- 
fential  laws  which  they  quoted,  do 
not  permit  a  king  of  Hungary  to 
begin  a  war  in  the  kingdom,  or  in 
the  provinces  united  to  it,  without 
the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the 
nation;  and  that  peace  with  the 
Turks  cannot  be  concluded,  either 
within  or  out  of  the  kingdom,  but 
with  the  advice  of  an  Hungarian 
council.  Prefuming  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  readily  acknowledge  the 
equity  of  thefe  reprefentations,they 
propofed  deputies,  men  of  approved 
integrity,  knowledge,  and  ability 
in  public  affairs,  to  attend  the  con¬ 
ferences  of  peace,  and  other  nego¬ 
tiations  for  the  public  good.  They 
conclude,  by  befeeching  the  king  to 
admit  them  to  the  negociations,  in 
conformity  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Hun¬ 
garian  laws  and  conftitution,  which 
they  will  confider  as  a  particular 
proof  of  his  majefty’s  juftice,  and 
as  a  tie  which  will  bind  more  ftrong- 
Jy,  that  free,  faithful,  and  obedi¬ 
ent  nation. 

Leopold  relaxed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  or  rather  feemed  to  comply, 
through  grace  and  perfuafion,  with 
an  application,  which  he  not  only 
fecretly  wifhed  to  be  made,  but  had 
himfelf  been  inftrumental  in  procur¬ 
ing.  For  the  malcontents  were  fo 
numerous,  and  affairs  had  juft  be¬ 
fore  run  fo  high  in  the  diet,  that  it 
had  been  propofed,  and  the  propo- 
fal  ftrongly  fupported,  to  fend  mi- 
nifters  dire&ly  from  the  nation  to 
Conftantinople,  without  taking  no¬ 
tice  of,  or  paying  any  regard  to  the 
king,  who  were  to  negociate  in  its 
name,  and  entirely  on  its  own  ac¬ 
count,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Ottoman  perte.  It  required,  there¬ 
fore,  all  the  addrefs  of  the  king’s 
minifters  at  the  diet,  and  all  the 
weight  and  influence  neceflarily  ap- 
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pendent  to  the  crown,  to  over- rule 
this  attempt,  and  to  procure  the  ad¬ 
drefs  in  queftiom 

Every  thing  now  all  at  once  con¬ 
curred,  in  damping  the  hopes  and 
frulf rating  the  deftgns  of  the  mal¬ 
contents;  the  new  coalition  between 
Auftria  and  Prufha,  in  the  place  of 
a  war,  which  was  confidered  as  un¬ 
avoidable,  and  the  confequent  open¬ 
ing  of  a  peace  with  the  Ottomans, 
feemed  a  double  fatality  conveyed 
by  a  fingle  blow.  They  were  in¬ 
deed,  at  one  time,  fo  numerous,  and 
appeared  fo  formidable,  that  Leo¬ 
pold  had  entertained  ferious  appre- 
henfions  as  to  the  fecurity,  and  per¬ 
haps  prefervation  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  it  was  intended,  when  the  peace 
took  place,  to  fend  the  Hungarian 
army  to  the  Low  Countries,  and  to 
replace  them  entirely  in  that  king¬ 
dom  by  German  regiments.  But 
the  internal  fa&ions  and  diften- 
tions,  by  which  they  were  them- 
felves  torn  to  pieces,  prevented 
their  being  capable  of  forming  any 
great  and  general  union,  and  proved 
to  him  a  bond  of  fecurity ;  enabling 
him  to  play  off  the  different  parts, 
one  againft  the  other,  and  thereby 
to  disjoint  and  weaken  the  whole. 

Of  the  parties  which  thus  divid¬ 
ed  the  kingdom,  the  proteftants  and 
Roman  catholics  were  in  a  ftate  of 
avowed  enmity,  the  magnats,  and 
the  noblefle  in  general,  were  nearly 
at  daggers  drawn ;  the  peafants  ab¬ 
horred  the  nobles,  and  the  latter 
were  not  behind-hand  in  their  re¬ 
gards  to  them.  With  refpect  to  the 
fovereign,  the  bulk  at  leaft  of  the 
clergy.  Hill  holding  a  bitter  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  late  Jofeph,  and  not 
much  better  fatisfied  with  many 
parts  of  Leopold’s  conduct  in  Tuft- 
cany,  were  totally  adverfe  to  his 
interefts;  the  magnats  and  comitats, 

excepting 
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excepting  thofe  who  held  great  of¬ 
fices  under  the  crown,  were  entirely 
bent  upon  a  revolution ;  and  while 
the  poffibility  remained,  w  ere  eager 
to  cement  the  clofoft  alliance  and  uni¬ 
on  that  could  be  formed  with  the  king 
of  Pruffia  and  the  Porte.  The  nobleffe 
were  divided;  many  of  them,  from 
the  jealoufy  and  envy  which  they 
bore  to  the  magnats  and  great  pa¬ 
latines,  were  favourably  difpofed  to 
the  fovereign  ;  while  others  were 
willing  to  facrifice  their  private  ani- 
mofities  for  what  they  deemed  the 
good  of  their  country.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  protellants,  from 
the  circumftances  of  their  lituaticn, 
were  necelfarily  bound  to  the  crown ; 
and  the  p.eafants,  fenfible  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  they  derived  through 
fofeph,  and  like  wife  knowing,  that 
nothing  but  a  fimilar  interpodtion 
£ould  increafe  them,  or  even  pre- 
ferve  what  they  had  already  obtain¬ 
ed,  were  violent  in  their  attachment 
to  Leopold. 

While  affairs  hung  thus  in  a  fort 
of  equilibrium  between  the  parties, 
but  the  feale  dill  rather  preponderat¬ 
ing  on  the  fide  of  the  malcontents, 
it  was  fuddenly  weighed  down  to 
the  ground  on  the  fide  of  the  crown, 
by  an  acceffion  as  extraordinary,  as 
it  was  unexpected,  and  even  un- 
thought  of  on  all  fides.  An  incre¬ 
dible  number  of  Greeks,  Walla- 
chians,  Serviotes,  and  Rafcians, 
yv ho  are  reprefented  as  amounting 
to  four  millions,  declared  them¬ 
selves  to  a  man  firmly  attached  to 
the  caufe  of  Leopold,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupport  it  at  all  events, 
and  in  all  cafes.  This  changed  in 
an  inffant  the  whole  face  of  things, 
and  overthrew  at  once  ail  the  hopes 
and  defigns  of  the  factions.  The 
effedl  was  immediate  in  the  diet ; 
for,  the  blow  being  well  followed 
:yp  and  fupporjed  by  the  mini  Hers 


and  friends  of  the  crown,  abov<? 
fifty  of  the  mod  violent  malcontents 
were  expelled  from  that  body  in  one 
day,  while  thole  who  remained 
were  glad  to  bow  down  their  heads 
in  filence. 

There  was  {till,  however,  a  very 
considerable  and  refpe&able  party, 
which  demanded  and  deferved  at¬ 
tention,  and  which  was,  perhaps, 
more  truly  patriotic  than  any  we 
have  yet  defcribed.  This  was  com- 
pofed  of  what  may  be  termed  and 
deemed  moderate  men.  They  had 
never  gone  the  lengths  of  the  vio¬ 
lent  malcontents ;  nor  did  they  by 
any  means  endeavour  to  produce, 
or  even  wifb  that  the  event  fhould 
take  place,  of  an  abfolute  rupture 
of  the  kingdom  from  the  Aullrian 
dominion*  after  fo  long  and  fo  ino¬ 
rnate  a  connexion  between  them, 
now  endeared  by  habit,  and  ce¬ 
mented  by  numberlefs  ties  of  friend- 
fhip,  affinity,  and  mutual  kindnefs 
or  fervice.  But  this  party  anxi- 
oufly  and  eagerly  wiffied  the  refto- 
ration  of  their  ancient  conllitution 
in  all  its  parts,  and  in  all  its  origi¬ 
nal  purity ;  and  farther,  from  a  Jong 
and  bitter  experience  of  the  little 
reliance  that  was  to  be  placed  on 
the  faith  of  the  Aullrian  princes, 
as  well  as  of  the  domineering  fpirit 
which  ever  marked  the  conduCt  of- 
the  Germans,  whenever  they  were 
entrulled  with  the  exercife  of  pow¬ 
er,  they  like  wife  wanted,  and  pro- 
pcfed,  that  their  conllitution,  thus 
renewed,  fhould  be  fecured  by  the 
p-uarantee  of  the  three  neighbour- 
mg  powers  of  Pruffia,  Sweden,  ana 
Boland.  Under  thefe  conditions 
they  declared  they  would  ever  fhevv 
themleives  to  be  the  moll  zealous, 
faithful,  and  loyal  of  his  fubjedts. 

A  deputation  from  the  q  ,  , 
diet  waited  upon  Leo-  | 

pcld  at  Vienna,  with  an  invitation  , 
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to  requeft  his  perfonal  prefence  at 
their  deliberations,  and  particularly 
at  the  coronation.  They  like  wife 
prefented  what  was  called  a  new 
diploma,  containing  fupplementary 
articles  to  thofe  which  it  had  been 
cufiomary  hitherto  for  the  monarchs 
to  fign  and  fvvear  to,  and  which  it 
was  hoped  and  requeued  he  would 
accept.  The  king  returned  an 
•anfwer  by  count  Palfi,  the  great 
chancellor  of  Hungary,  that  he 
had  intended  his  coronation  in  Hun¬ 
gary  Ihould  have  taken  place  of  that 
at  Frankfort ;  but  that  the  delays  in 
their  own  proceedings  having  ren¬ 
dered  that  new  impracticable,  he 
(hould,  however,  endeavour  to  fulfil 
his  purpofe  in  that  refpeCl  by  the  1 5  th 
of  November  at  farthelt ;  obferving 
that  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  would 
necefiarily  preclude  his  proceeding 
farther  into  the  country  than  P'ref- 
burg,  which  mull  of  courfe  render 
that  city  the  place  of  celebrating 
the  coronation.  We  are  to  under- 
Hand,  that  Buda,  the  ancient  capi¬ 
tal,  was  the  place  which  the  Hun¬ 
garians  had  fixed  for  that  purpofe, 
in  oppefition  to  Freiburg,  the  new 
capital,  which,  on  account  of  its 
vicinity  to  Vienna,  the  Auftriana 
had  long  rendered  the  aCtual  feat 
of  government* 

With  refpeCl  to  the  newly-pre- 
pofed  diploma,  Leopold  declared, 
that  he  was  firmly  and  invariably 
refblved  npt  to  approve  or  confirm 
fey  oath  any  diploma  but  thofe 
which  the  confiitutions  of  Charles 
the  Sixth  and  Maria  Therefa  had 
already  prefcribed  to  all  the  kings 
of  Hungary.  That  he  was  the 
more  firmly  and  invariably  fixed  in 
this  refolution,as  he  was  determined* 
religioully  to  fulfil  the  flipulations 
fo  prefcribed,  according  to  the  fpi- 
rit  and  tenor  of  certain  articles,  to 
which  he  referred.  That  after  the. 


coronation,  he  will  not  refufe  to  Men: 
to  the  grievances,  the  wilhes,  and 
the  Applications  of  his  faithful 
Hates,  and  after  mature  public  de¬ 
liberation,  to  adopt  refolutions 
thereupon,  agreeable  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  laws  and  the  true  interefis  of 
the  realm.  He  concludes  with  an 
expectation  that  the  Hates  will  co¬ 
operate  with  him,  with  zeal  and  fi¬ 
delity,  in  the  accomplifhment  of 
thefe  objeCts  ;  an  expectation  oil 
which  he  truHs  with  the  greater 
confidence,  as  they  may  be  certain 
on  his  part,  that  whatever  is  con¬ 
formable  to  the  laws,  whatever  does 
not  derogate  from  the  royal  rights,  in 
a  word,  whatever  contributes  to  the 
general  good,he  will  freely  concur  in. 

Leopold  was  eleCted  king  oLthe 
Romans  on  the  30th  of  September* 
and  made  his  public  entry  inta 
Frankfort  on  the  4th  of  October  £ 
being  the  fame  day  of  the  month 
on  which  his  father,  the  emperor 
Francis,  had  heretofore  made  a  ft- 
milar  proceffion.  The  coronation* 
which  took  place  a  ,  . 

few  days  after,  was  °a°berS»th* 
unufually  fplendid  ;  l79°* 

and  befides  the  perfonal  attendance' 
of  the  three  ecdefiafiical  electors*, 
with  a  great  number  of  other  Ger¬ 
man  princes,  was  rendered  more 
brilliant  by  the  prefence  of  the 
king  and  queen  of  the  two  Sicilies^ 
with  the  long  train  of  princes  and 
princefles  appertaining  to  the  two 
prolific  houfes  of  Naples  and  Vi¬ 
enna  ;  including  in  the  number  the 
grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  and  all  the 
newly- married  pairs. 

In  the  interim,  while  thefe  affairs- 
were  in  agitation,  an  armifiice,  un¬ 
der  the  mediation  of  count  Lull* 
the  Pruffian  minifier,  was  concluded 
on  the  izoth  of  September,  between, 
the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  on  the 
part  of  the  court  of  Vienna*  and 

the 
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the  grand  vizir,  in  his  camp  at  Si- 
liftria,  on  that  of  the  Ottomans, 
At  the  fame  time  it  was  agreed, 
that  a  Congrefs  for  the  final  eon- 
clufion  of  peace  fhould  be  aflembled 
at  Buchareft  or  Siftovia,  as  fhould 
be  found  mod  convenient  to  the 
plenipotentiaries,  to  be  compofed 
of  the  minifters  of  the;  principal 
parties,  and  of  thofe  of  the  three 
allied  mediating  powers. 

Leopold  arrived  at  Prefnurg  a 
few  days  previous  to  that  appointed 
for  the  coronation.  Notwith Hand¬ 
ing  all  the  bickerings  that  had  taken 
place,  and  the  numberlefs  jealoufies 
which  fo  long  fubfifled,  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  mark  of  the  ut- 
moft  joy  and  enthufiafm  both  by 
the  people  and  the  dates.  The  diet 
foon  afforded  a  fignal  indance  of 
their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  their 
new  fovereign.  For  Leopold  having, 
according  to  the  edablilhed  cudom, 
prefented  the  names  of  four  of  the  fird 
nobility  of  the  kingdom  to  the  diet> 
of  whom  they  were  to  choofe  one  to 
be  palatine  of  the  kingdom,  an  of¬ 
fice  of  the  higked  trud  and  dignity, 
which  rendered  the  poffeffor  the  fe- 
cond  perfon  in  it,  the  dates  unani- 
moufly  requeded  the  fovereign  that 
he  would  indulge  their  wifhes,  by 
granting  to  the  nation  as  their  pa¬ 
latine  the  arch-duke  Leopold,  his 
fourth  fbn,  who  was  then  prefcnt. 
As  nothing  could  be  more  flatter¬ 
ing  than  this  propofal,  we  fcarcely 
need  fay  that  it  was  gladly  a  (Tented 
to ;  and  the  new  palatine  had  the 

Nov  irth  haPPinefSi  three  days 

1 7nn  after>  of  placing  the  an- 

'  '  cient  crown  of  St.  Ste¬ 
phen,  fo  long  and  fo  greatly  the 
objed  of  Hungarian  veneration, 
upon  the  head  of  his  father. 

Leopold’s  fpeech  to  his  fon  upon 
his  infialment,  in  the  prefence  of 


the  diet,  does  him  fuch  high  her* 
nour,  and  contains  fentiments  fo  no¬ 
ble,  that  we  fhould  confider  our- 
felves  guilty  of  little  lefs  than  a 
crime,  if  we  omitted  its  infertion* 
— “  I  hope,”  faid  he,  prefenting 
his  fon  to  the  nation,  “  you  will 
<c  never  forget  that  you  are  my  fon; 
“  but  fhould  it  ever  be  your  lot,  in 
“  the  execution  of  your  office,  to  be 
**  obliged  to  defend  the  rights  of 
“  the  nation  againft  your  father,  I 
“  defire  you  will  then  forget  that 
“  you  are  my  fon,  and  that  you  will 
“  flridly  ad  in  fupport  of  the  laws.” 
— He  then  addreffed  the  nation  in 
the  following  words :  “  This,  my 
“  beloved  fon,  I  prefent  to  you,  as 
(<  a  pledge  of  my  fincere  regard  for 
“  you ;  that  he  may  ad  between 

you  and  me  as  a  difinterefted 
“  mediator  and  promoter  of  mutual 
“  afFedion.” 

We  have  feen  that  the  Hunga¬ 
rians  had  fome  time  before  propofed 
feveral  conditional  articles  to  Leo¬ 
pold,  which  he  peremptorily  refufed 
to  accept.  The  application  was 
now  again  renewed  before  the  co¬ 
ronation,  it  being,  probably*  fup- 
pofed,  that  in  the  prefent  feafon  of" 
good-humour,  joy,  and  feflivity, 
nothing  could  be  refufed.  But  Leo¬ 
pold,  adhering  to  his  former  firm- 
nefs,  declared,  that  he  would  re* 
ccive  the  crown  on  no  other  con¬ 
ditions  than  thofe  on  which  it  had 
been  accepted  by  his  mother ;  and 
he  thought  its  luflre,  and  the  ho¬ 
nour  attached  to  it,  would  be  tar- 
ni(hed,  if  it  was  made  the  fubjed  of 
a  bargain.  After  this  difplay  of  a 
firmnefs  which  feemed  approaching 
to  'an  ungracious  obflinacy,  the  ad¬ 
miration,  gratitude,  and  joy  of  the 
Hungarians  will  be  more  eaiily  con¬ 
ceived  than  defcribed,  when,  on  the 
day  fucceeding  the  coronation,  he 
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of  his  own  free  motion,  when  every 
hope  of  conceflion  was  at  an  end, 
granted  them  every  favourable  con¬ 
dition,  and  every  future  fecurity, 
which  they  could  with  reafon  and 
propriety  delire.  Thus  he  gained 
at  once  the  hearts  and  hands  of  that 
numerous,  brave,  and  powerful  na¬ 
tion. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  judi¬ 
cious  and  excellent  conduct  of  Leo¬ 
pold  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  com¬ 
munication  with  this  people.  When 
they  were  apparently  at  the  point 
of  proceeding  to  the  laft  extremi¬ 
ties  entirely  to  throw  off  the  Aus¬ 
trian  dominion  ;  when  he  was  him- 
felf  unfettled  in  government,  embar- 
raffed  on  every  hand,  involved  in 
difficulties  which  feemed  almolt  in¬ 
extricable,  and  furrounded  with 
enemies  and  dangers ;  in  that  peril¬ 
ous  filiation,  he  difplayed  a  firm- 
nefs  with  refpe£t  to  the  Hungarians 
which  aftonilhed  every  body.  Nor 
did  he  relax  in  any  degree  from 
that  firmnefs  until  he  had  broken 
and  fubdued  the  fa&ions,  and  faw 
himfelf  in  full  poffefTion  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  then,  by  a  well- 
timed,  unexpe&ed,  wife,  and  ge¬ 
nerous  exertion  of  condefcenfion 
and  favour,  he  totally  annihilated 
difaffe&ion  and  faction,  and  in  an 
inftant  gratified  a  whole  nation. 

We  lhevved  in  our  firft  chapter, 
.the  circumftances  which  happily  led 
to  Leopold’s  recovery  of  his  loft 
dominion  in  the  Netherlands.  Upon 
the  whole,  it  will  fcarcely  efcape 
any  obferver,  that  few  men  have 
had  the  fortune,  in  fo  Ihort  a  fpace 
of  time,  not  only  to  extricate  their 
affairs  from  the  molt  embarrailed, 
difficult,  and  dangerous  fituation 
which  could  well  be  imagined,  but 
in  the  fame  time  to  have  arrived  at 
the  completion  of  their  molt  diftant 
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hopes  and  wifhes,  and  to  have  at¬ 
tained  within  a  few  months  all  thofe 
honours  and  advantages,  which 
might  have  been  well  deemed  the 
fruits  of  a  profperous  life.  It  may 
likewife  be  faid,  that  few  treaties 
have  afforded  greater  benefits  to 
any  of  the  parties  than  Leopold  de¬ 
rived  from  that  of  Reichenbach,  to 
which,  indeed,  he  entirely  owed  the 
happy  fiettlement  of  his  affairs. 

Leopold  feemed  now  in  a  train 
and  difpofition  of  doing  wife,  juft, 
and  popular  things ;  for  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  he  took  care 
to  remember  and  fulfil  a  tranfient 
promife  which  he  either  made,  or 
afforded  hope  of  his  performing,  by 
reftoring  to  the  ftates  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe  their  ancient  conftitution  and 
laws,  and  reinftating  them  in  the 
full  pofTeffion  of  all  their  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  by  Jofephr 
a  violence  and  injury  which  had 
ever  fince  rankled  forely  in  their 
minds,  and  excited  the  ftrongeft 
averfion  to  his  perfon,  government, 
and  even  name. 

He  likewife,  about  the  fame  time, 
granted  new  favours  to  the  Jews, 
for  whom  Jofeph  had  done  a  great 
deal,  and  indeed  mended  their  con¬ 
dition  fo  much,  that  it  did  not  feem 
they  had  much  more  to  expert  or 
require.  Leopold,  however,  ex¬ 
tended  their  privileges  ftill  further, 
by  decreeing,  that  in  all  his  heredi¬ 
tary  dominions,  thofe  Jews  who  had 
received  a  proper  education,  and  ac¬ 
quired  the  necefiary  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge,  fliould  be  allowed  to  take  aca- 
demical  degrees  in  the  lay-faculties, 
and  to  a£l  as  advocates ;  a.nd  in  the 
latter  quality  to  plead  the  caufe  either 
of  Jews  or  Chriftians  indifferently. 
In  confequence  of  this,  permiffion, 
iyir.  Raphael  Joel,  a  Jew,  being 
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duly  examined,  and  having  given 
fatisfaftory  proofs  of  his  ability  and 
qualifications,  was,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1791*  admitted,  by  the 
nniverfity  of  Prague,  to  the  degree 
cf  Do&or  in  the  Civil  Law. 

The  court  of  Vienna  was  occu¬ 
pied,  during  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  1791,  in  negociating  and  fet¬ 
tling  the  terms  of  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Porte  at  Siftovia, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  three 
allied  powers,  whofe  minifters  at¬ 
tended  the  whole  time,  and  who, 
with  equal  zeal  and  ability,  were 
indefatigable  in  their  attentions  and 
endeavours  to  falve  the  fore  remem¬ 
brances  of  hoftility,  and  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  oppofite  views  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  parties.  Many  difficulties  oc¬ 
curred,  and  unexpefted  obftacles 
were  thrown  in  the  way,  as  well  by 
the  emperor  himfelf,  as  through 
the  means  of  Rulfia.  Thefe  werfe, 
however,  at  length  happily  fur- 
mounted,  by  the  powerful  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  mediating  powers,  and 
the  unwearied  application  of  their 
miniftefs ;  although  the  differences 
feemed  at  one  time  fo  irreconcile- 
able,  that  it  was  apprehended  the 
congrefs  would  have  broken  up 
without  effedl. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  fet¬ 
tled,  a  moll  fair  and  equitable  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  the  Porte,  conft- 
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dering  her  fallen  and  ruined  flttfsr* 
tion,  a  moll  happy  and  advantage* 
ous  one,  was  finally  con-  *  , 

eluded  at  Siftovia;  and  * 

the  ratifications  fpeedily 
after  exchanged.  The  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  of  the  allied  powers  (whofe 
names  and  quality,  as  mediators, 
were  affixed  to  the  treaty),  in  order, 
fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  to  exter¬ 
minate  the  feeds  of  all  future  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  empires,  and 
even  to  cut  off  the  pretences  for 
quarrel,  fucceeded  in  procuring  on 
the  fame  day  the  execution  of  a 
convention  for  the  precife  fpecifi- 
cation  and  exaft  adjuftment  of  the 
limits,  which  were  to  be  the  bourn*  - 
daries  of  their  long-extended  fron¬ 
tiers.  By  this  accommodation,  the 
haughtinefs,  perverfenefs,  and  am¬ 
bition  of  Ruflia  only  remained  to  be 
fubdued,  in  order  to  obtain  the  re* 
ftoration  of  tranquillity  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Europe  and  Afia,  and  the 
putting  an  end  to  the  moft  favage, 
cruel,  aefolating,  and  bloody  war 
which  has  been  known  in  modern 
times.— -But  before  we  proceed  to 
relate  the  iffue  of  the  meafures*  fo 
long  purfued  by  the  allies  for  that 
purpofe,  we  muft  turn  our  view 
back  to  the  laft  campaign,  and  the 
peace  which  fo  fuddenly  followed, 
with  Sweden. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  IX.  \  . 

'Preparations  made  by  the  king  of  Sweden  for  renewing  the  war  againfl  Rufi 
Jia  with  vigour  in  the  campaign  of  1 7 90'.  Adopts  new  and  extraordinary , 
but  fuccefsful  me  afire's,  for  gaining  the  ajfeftion  and  fupport  of  the  commons , 
and  of  the  people  at  large ,  independently  of  the  nobles  ;  and  calls  in  fome  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy ,  and fome  of  the  burghers ,  to  fit  in  his  council,  and  to  ajfifi  in 
the  principal  departments  of  government.  Extreme  danger  of  the  confluences 
which  this  rafh  innovation  was  liable  to  produce.  Guflavus  obtains  great 
and  unufual /applies  from  the  fates  for  the  prof  cut  ion  of  the  war.  Campaign, 
opened  ujiufually  early  in  Finland ;  where  the  Swedes  penetrate  the  Ruffian 
„  frontier,  and  poffefs  '  tbemfelves  of  fever  al  fir  eng  and  advantageous  pofis. 
Bloody  action  at  Karnankofki,  where  a  fmall  body  of  Swedes,  being  attacked 
by  i  0,000  Ruffians  under  General  Ingl eft rom  and  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  the 
former  are  rep'ulfed  and  defeated  with  great  lofs;  that  prince,  with  other  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  being  among  the  number  who  fell  in  the  conflict,  Succefs  of  the 
king  in  perfon,  hi  the  defperate  attack  upon  Valkiala  ;  takes  Wilmanflrand 
and.  other  places  ;  fixes  his  head  quarters  at  Bor  go,  to  form  a  junttion  with 
his  galley  fleet.  Ruffian  grand  fleet  being  divided ,  and  fill  in  their  winter 
fiat  ions  at  Cronfiadt  and  Revel,  the  duke  of  Sudermania  becomes  mafier  of  the fea. 
Defperate  and  unfortunate  attempt  made  by  the  duke  to  deflroy  the  Ruffian 
fquadron  in  the  port  of  Revel,  in  which  he  lofes  two  fhips  of  the  line.  Gufi 
tavus,  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  his  flotilla ,  Juddenly  appears  before  Frede- 
riejham,  where  he  forces  all  the  defences  of  the  harbour ,  and  takes  or  deflroy  s 
a  large  divifion  of  the  Ruffian  galley  fleet ,  which  was  there  flationed ;  burning 
and  deflroy  ing  all  the  naval  arfenals,  fores,  and  magazines.  Ruffians  having 

collected  their  force,  the  tide  of J'uccefs  by  land  and  fea  begins  to  turn  againfl 
the  Swedes  j  who  lofe  every  thing  which  they  had  gained  in  Carelia,  and 
are  obliged  to  repafs  the  Kymene  with  lofs.  Sea-fights  on'  the  third  and 
fourth  of  June.  Rafh  attempt  upon  Wybourg .  Deplorable  fit  nation  of  the 
Swedes ;  enclofed  by  all  the  united  fleets  of  Ruffi a  in  the  bay  of  Wybourg ;  and 
no  communication  open  with  the  fea,  but  by  a  narrow  fir  ait,  which  is  Jlrongly- 
guarded  by  the  enemy  :  and  fcarcely  any  means  of  deliverance  left.  Defpe¬ 
rate  and  bloody  fights  on  the  third  and  fourth  of  July  ;  the  Swedes  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  force  thfir  way  through  the  narrow  inlet,  and  then  to  evade  the  fupe - 
nor  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  open  fea.  Prodigious  lofs  of  men  and  fhips  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Swedes  in  their  efcape.  Duke  of  Sudermania ,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  ruined fleet,  arrives  at  Sweabourg.  Guflavus,  with  his  light 
fleet,  involved  in  fimilar  detnger;  but  though,  fuflaining  great  lofs,  it  is 
not  quite  in  proportion  to  that  of  his  brother.  Sudden  and  extraordinary 
reverfe  of  fortune.  The  king  arriving  at  Swenk  Sound,  meets  there  the 
Pomeranian  divifion  of  galleys  under  colonel  Cronfiadt :  puts  again 
immediately  to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Ruffian  light  fleet  under 
the  prince  of  Naffiau,  which  are  on  their  way  to  Fredericfham. 
Glorious  and  decifeve  victory  obtained  by  Guflavus  over  the  prince  of  Naffiau, 
on  tfpe  yth  and  10 th  of  July .  Sudden  and  unexpected  peace  between 
Ruffia  and  Sweden.  Some  observations  on  the  caufes  and  confequences  of  that 
event.  King  loaded  with  obloquy  and  reproach  by  his  European  allies  for 
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this  defection.  Defends  himfelf  fuccefsfully  again jl  their  invedives',  but 
fnds  it  much  more  difficult  to  vindicate  himfelf  frosn  the  charge  of  violate 
ing  all  faith  and  treaty  in  his  conduct  with  refped  to  the  Ottoman  Porte • 
Ruffian  piratical  fquadron  in  the  Archipelago  defrayed  ly  the  Algerines * 
Scheme  for  a  winter  campaign  on  the  Danube  formed  by  the  Ruffian  generals  9 
which  affords  them  prodigious  advantages  over  their  enemy .  Batal  Bey  routed \ 
and  his  army  totally  ruined ,  on  the  fide  of  Afia.  Ruffian  armies  are  put  in 
motion  in  the  month  of  October .  Some  account  of  the  fiatey  condition ,  and 
firength  of  Ifmailow.  Taken  by  form  by  general  Suwarow,  after  a  long  and 
mofi  noble  defence .  Dreadful  and  unequalled  maffacre.  Account  of  the  num¬ 
bers  who  are  faid  to  have  perifhed  on  both  fides.  Some  fucceeding  actions 
between  the  Ruffians  and  Turks  during  the  futnmer .  Treaty  of  peace  fu si¬ 
de  nly  concluded  at  Galatz,  Behaviour  of  the  emprefs  to  the  Britifh  court. 
T trms  of  peace .  Clofe  of  1 79 1  an  epoch  of  reflection*  Nevj  leagues  and 
confederacies  in  this  year.  New  conflitutions  of  Poland  and  France  this 
year.  Short  contrafl  of  the  revolutions  in  thofe  two  countries ,  fro?n  theif 
origin  in  1789.  lnva/ions  of  thofe  two  countries  afcribed  to  unjufl  and  am¬ 
bitious  combinations  of  the  neighbouring  fovereigns.  Treaty  for  the  partition 
of  Poland  and  France ,  pretended  to  have  been  figned  at  Paviat  a  coarfe  and 
clumfy  forgery.  Congrefs  at  Pilnitz.  Paper  purporting  to  contain  the  fe- 
eret  articles  agreed  at  Pilnitz  unauthenticated  and  d if  avowed  :  utterly  in ->< 
Confiflent  with  the  pretended  treaty  of  Pavia  as  to  the  affairs  of  Polandy  and 
both  inconfiflent  with  the  fad.  Uninterrupted  narrative  of  the  Polijh  revo¬ 
lution  to  the  end  of  1 792,  will  he  given  in  the  next  volume.  Congrefs  of  Pil¬ 
nitz  did  relate  to  France.  General flate  of  the  queflion  raffed  upon  it  by  the 
oppoflte  partizans.  To  judge  fairly  of  it ,  neceflary  to  take  a  connected  view 
of  the  preceding  and  fubfequent  events y  from  the  beginning  of  1 79 1  to  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war  by  France  againfl  Auflria,  in  April  1792.  That  fubjed 
referved  to  the  next  year.  Preparatory  obfervations  on  the  flate  of  Europe , 
when  the  French  revolution  broke  out  in  1 789,  compared  with  the  clofe. of 
1791.  French  revolution  the  hinge  of  all  the  politics  of  Europe  from  tins 
period.— ^General  conclufon. 

*  1 

The  Ruffians  thereby  became  maf- 
ters  of  the  narrow  feas  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Baltic;  but  the  latenefs 
of  the  feafon  prevented  their  being 
able  to  derive  any  further  advantage 
from  that  fuccefs. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  whofe 
ever-adive  mind  fcarcely  feemed 
ever  to  {lumber,  while  any  profped 
of  enterprize  or  danger  was  in 
view,  ufed  every  poffiblc  exertion 
to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  war, 
by  the  moil  effedive  preparations 

*  See  Ann.  Rejg.Vol,  xxxi.  HHl.  Art.  pp.  198  to  20a. 
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WE  have  feen  that  the  campaign 
of  1 7 89, after  being  tolerably 
fuccefsful  in  the  preceding  part, 
and  after  the  performance  of  many 
diiiinguiihed  ads  of  the  moft  lignal 
bravery,  ended  unfavourably  to 
the  king  of  Sweden,  through  the 
very  great  fuperiority  of  force 
Ivhich  the  Ruffian  galley  fleet  under 
the  prince  of  N affair  poflefled,  in 
that  left  moil  obilinate  and  bloody 
naval  engagement  which  took  place 
between  the  contending  nations*. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE,  [179 


.for  the  enfuing  campaign;  as  it 
were  intending  to  compel  nature 
to  give  way  to  that  invincible 
ardour,  with  which  he  hoped  to 
overcome  the  prodigious  fuperiority 
of  force  he  was  constantly  defined 
to  encounter. 

To  give  effeft  to  his  defigns,  he 
built  principally  upon  the  affection 
of  the  commons,  which  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  fecure  by  all  means ;  and 
by  drawing  in  the  clergy  as  auxi¬ 
liaries,  (who  from  the  time  of  the 
reformation  had  been  fecluded  from 
all  other  ffiare  in  public  affairs  than 
that  of  merely  fitting  in  the  diet) 
he  hoped  to  eftabliih  fuch  a  body 
of  ffrength  within  the  kingdom,  as 
ftiould  make  him.  perfectly  eafy  at 
home;  which  could  only  be  accom- 
plifhed  by  rendering  him  entirely 
independent  of  the  fa&ious  and  tur¬ 
bulent  nobility,  by  whom  he  well 
knew  he  was  generally  detefted;  and 
who  had  indeed,  for  a  long  feries 
of  years,  been  in  that  moll  Shameful 
habit  of  betraying  and  felling-  the 
honour  and  interests  of  their  country 
to  whatever  foreign  bidder  they 
could  find,  who  would  afford  the 
moft  gold  for  the  purchafe. 

But  this  meafure,  however  ex¬ 
pedient  it  might  appear  for  the  pro- 
lent,  was  a  moll  dangerous  expe¬ 
riment;  and  the  great  number,  the 
vaft  poffefiions,  and  above  all  the 
daring  unconquerable  fpirit  of  the 
nobility,  considered,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expedited,  upon  any  ra¬ 
tional  principles,  founded  on  a  juft 
ellimate  of  mankind,  to  produce  ef¬ 
fects  much  lefs  fatal,  than  thofe 
which  have  fince  been  unhappily 
Shewn  in  the  event. 

It  was  among  the  king’s  pe¬ 
culiar  qualities,  to  be  difpofed  to 
make  light  of  the  greateff  obftacles. 
The  extraordinary  fuccefs  which. 


had  generally  attended  thofe  bold 
and  Sudden  meafures,  which,  like  the 
fire  concealed  in  a  flint, he  had  fo  often 

Stricken  out  at  the  inftant  of  occa- 

/ 

fion,  was  Sufficient  to  render  him 
opinionative  and  obftinate  in  adopt¬ 
ing  and  purfuing  the  immediate 
impulfes  of  that  genius  which  had 
never  forfaken  him  in  any  emer¬ 
gency. 

He  opened  his  new  fcheme  upon 
his  return  from  Finland,  by  iffuing 
a  declaration,  that  all  orders  of  the 
Slate  had  an  equal  right  to  Serve 
their  country  in  all  fituations,  for 
which  they  Should  be  found  duly 
qualified  by  their  abilities  and 
talents :  and  that  it  was  contrary  to 
reafon  and  propriety,  that  any  order 
Should  monopolize  to  ltfelf  the 
ri^ht  of  filling  the  high  offices  of 
the  Slate.  Upon  this  new  princi¬ 
ple  of  equalizing  all  the  orders  of 
the  Slate,  he  fummoned  to  his  coun¬ 
cil  an  equal  number  of  perfons  front 
each;  appointing  to  one  depart¬ 
ment  two  nobles,  the  counts  Wacht- 
meifterand  Bonde;  with  whom  were 
joined  MeSTrs.  Rogbcrg  and  Ulner, 
two  commoners,  or  private  citi¬ 
zens  :  this  being  the  firft  known 
inftance  in  the  hiftory  of  Sweden, 
in  which  fuch  an  honour  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  any  perfon  not  nobly 
born.  1  he  bifhop  of  Wolgaft,  with 
Mr.  Alhman,  who, had  been  fecre- 
tary  to  the  houfe  of  peafants  in  the 
laff  diet,  and  Mr.  Hankanfon,  bur¬ 
gomaster  of  Carlefcroon,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  another  department. 
Similar  arrangements  were  made  in 
ethers. 

This  bold  innovation  attached 
the  people  at  large  to  the  king,  in 
a  degree  beyond  what  can  well  be 
imagined,  and  enabled  him  to  carry 
on  his  preparations  fbr  war  with  a 
facility  and  effeft  which  he  could 
[M]  2  1  not 
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not  himfelf  have  expected.  But  it 
was  an  unpardonable  blow  to  the 
pride,  importance,  and  feelings  of 
the  nobility  :  while  the  wound  thus 
inflicted,  inltead  of  clofmg  or  heal¬ 
ing  by  time,  continued  to  increase, 
feller,  and  become  every  hour  more 
gangrenous  and  incurable. 

The  Hates  granted  the  king 
every  fupport  for  the  war,  which 
the  poverty  of  the  country  could 
poffibly  bear.  The  afieffiments  were 
very  general  and  cemprehenfive; 
they  reached  to  perfons  and  to 
things.  Every  article  of  confump- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  luxury,  every 
condition  of  life,  was  f&bjedted  to 
its  appropriate  tax.  Clergy,  nobles, 
all  orders  were  included.  The 
minute  refources  which  now  coniti- 
tuted  the  nvays  and  means  would  ap¬ 
pear  curious  to  the  financiers  of  a 
rich  country.  Among  the  fmaller 
articles,  a  watch  in  the  pocket  was 
liable  to  a  tax;  but  the  wearer  of 
two  at  one  time,  paid  confiderably. 
Horfes,  oxen,  and  all  animals  ca¬ 
pable  of  affording  profit  or  plea- 
lure  to  their  owners,  were  taxed; 
and  what  leemed  not  a  little  pecu 
liar,  the  nobility,  who  were  obliged 
to  furnifh  quotas  cf  horfes  for  the 
army,  were  obliged  to  pay  a  heavy 
tax  of  2  /.  6  s.  for  every  horfe  which 
they  thus  devoted  to  the  king’s  fer- 
vicc.  The  fupplies  were,  every 
thing  coniidered,  greater  than 
could  have  been  well  expedted ;  and 
confiderably  exceeded  the  grants  of 
preceding  diets.  They  amounted 
to  no  lels,  if  the  ilatements  are 
right,  titan  1,640,000/.  a  year; 
which  was  a  prodigious  fum  for  that 
country  to  afford.  Some  falvo’s 
were  made,  that  the  recent  extra¬ 
ordinary  grants  fhould  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  precedents  in  future. 

Some  ot  the  greater  cities,  as 


proofs  of  their  zeal  and  attachment# 
built,  manned,  and  equipped  gun¬ 
boats,  which  they  prefented  to  the 
king ;  and  likewife  raifed,  clothed, 
and  armed  bodies  of  volunteers  to 
fupport  him  in  the  war.  Ele  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  the  dates  of  Pome¬ 
rania  for  the  loan  of  a  million  of 
rix-dollars,  to  be  fecured  on  the  re¬ 
venues  of  that  country  :  but  we  do 

* 

not  know  the  fuccefs  of  this  appli¬ 
cation. 

Through  this  cordial  fupport  at 
home,  with  the  further  aid  of  the 
Turkidi  fubfidy,  which  contributed 
much,  through  the  circulation  of  fo 
much  foreign  filver  dropped  into 
the  country,  to  diffufe  fpirit  and 
vigour  through  all  the  departments  at 
home  and  abroad,  the  king  was 
enabled  to  open,  the  campaign  in 
Finland  unufually  early ;  and  the 
Swedes  aftually  commenced  their 
operations  in  the  month  of  April. 
Difdaining  to  wait  the  motions  of 
the  enemy,  a  body  of  them 'pene¬ 
trated  boldly  into  Ruffian  Savolax, 
where  they  feemed  to  carry  every 
thing  before  them,  and  feized  three 
ilrong  polls,  which  were  coniidered 
as  being  of  great  importance  on 
both  fides  with  refpedt  to  the  future 
operations  of  the  war;  befides  taking 
fome  artillery,  and  making  a  con- 
fiderable  booty  in  arms,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  iiores,  and  other  articles. 

This  inroad,  made  fo  near  the 
capital,  was  peculiarly  alarming  at 
Peterfburgh;  nor  was  the  danger 
more  regarded,  than  indignation 
excited  by  the' audacity  of  the  in- 
fult.  One  of  thefe  polls,  named 
Karnankolki,  lying  on  the  borders 
of  the  lake  Saima,  was  confidered 
of  fo  much  confequence,  that  a  body 
of  ten  thoufand  of  the  bed  and  old- 
efc  troops  in  the  vicinity  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  including  a  Ilrong  detach¬ 
ment; 
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ment  of  the  guards,  and  fupported 
as  ufual  by  a  powerful  artillery, 
were  difpatched,  under  the  condufl 
of  general  Ingelltrom  and  the  prince 
of  Anhalt,  not  only  to  diflodge  the 
Swedes  from  this  poll,  but  to  chafe 
them  entirely  out  of  the  country, 
and  give  them  caufe  to  beware  of 
venturing  to  make  limilar  inroads. 

The  Swedes  amounted  only  to 
about  three  thoufand  men ;  but  they 
were  well  entrenched,  and  their  poll 
Strong;  nor  had  they  yet  forgotten 
the  traditional  hiftory  of  thofe  times, 
when  they  feldom  took  the  trouble 
of  enquiring  into  the  number  or 
quality  of  their  enemy.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians,  formed  in  three  clofe  and 
heavy  columns,  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  the  entrenchments  with 
all  their  native  fearleflnefs,  and 
with  all  the  pride  and  confidence  of 
fjuccefs,  which  long  habits  cfi  viftory' 
were  capable  of  infpiring.  The 
fhock  was  dreadful;  but  to  the  afto- 
nilhment  of  the  afiailants  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  a  firmnefs  and  intre¬ 
pidity  of  which  they  had  known  no 
example,  and  which  baffled  all  the 
fury  and  violence  ofthe  attack.  In¬ 
dignation  and  fhame  at  the  idea  of 
being  repulfed  by  fo  inferior  a  force, 
with  national  pride,  animofity,  and 
a  keen  fenfe  of  the  rivallhip  which 
feemed  eternal  between  both  peo¬ 
ple,  all  confpired  in  prompting  the 
Ruflians  rather  to  periffi  than  to 
fubmit  to  the  difgrace  of  being  de¬ 
feated  at  their  own  doors,  by  fuch  a 
handful  of  men.  The  adtion  was 
accordingly  renewed  with  all  the 
rage  and  fury  that  man  is  capable 
of  on  the  one  fide,  and  fupported 
on  the  other  with  a  cool  and  deter¬ 
mined  valour  which  nothing  ever  ex¬ 
ceeded.  The  engagement,  confider- 
ing  the  paucity  of  the  numbers,  was, 
for  about  two  hours  that  it  continued. 


the  moft  defperate,  obftinate,  and 
bloody  which  we  have  known  or 
heard  of.  The  Ruffians  were  at 
length  as  totally  defeated  as  an  ar¬ 
my  could  be,  where  the  vidlors  were 
not  able  to  profit  by  a  purfuit.  They 
left  about  two  thouland  of  their  men 
dead  upon  the  fpot ;  and  their  mis¬ 
fortune  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  lofs  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  of 
major  general  Belbofl',  who  com¬ 
manded  the  guards,  with  other 
officers  of  diftinftion,  who  fell  in 
this  bloody  conflift. 

This  aftion  feems  to  have  taken 
place  on  fome  of  the  days  from  the 
lafl  of  April  to  the  fecond  of  May. 
We  are  not  informed  whether  the 
king  was  prefent;  but  from  cir- 
cumftances  it  may  be  conjeflured 
that  he  was  in  another  quarter.  It 
may,  however,  with  juftice  be  faid,. 
that  neither  the  Swedes  nor  any 
other  nation  could,  in  the  brighteil 
periods  of  their  military  renown, 
have  atchieved  a  more  glorious  ac¬ 
tion.  it  likewife  fully  demonflrates 
that  the  rapid  declenfion  which  had 
been  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  martial  genius  of  that  nation, 
proceeded  entirely  from  thofe  eveiv 
ruinous  conjoint  caufes  of  bad  go¬ 
vernment  and  imbecility  in  com¬ 
mand,  and  not  from  any  failure  in 
the  nature,  or  degeneracy  in  the 
.character  of  the  people  at  large. 

Itwas  nearor  about  the 
time  that  this  action  was 
fought  that  the  king  in 
perfon  eroded  the  Rymene,  and  en¬ 
tered  Ruffian  Finland,  The  Ruffians 
were  encamped  round  a  ftrong  fort 
called  yaljkiala,  where  they  were 
deeply  entrenched,  and  well  covered 
by  every  defence  which  art  and  na¬ 
ture  combined  were  capable  of  af¬ 
fording.  The  enterprize  feemed 
rather  defperate-  The  king*  .how- 
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ever,  marched  to  the  attack  with 
his  ufual  confidence, and  was  received 
with  no  lefs  intrepidity.  The  adlion 
was  very  fevere,  and  lafted  for  feve- 
ral  hours ;  but  the  impetuofity  of 
the  Swedes  was  at  length  trium¬ 
phant,  and  furmounting  all  obflacles, 
carried  the  entrenchments  as. well  as 
the  fort  by  florin.  This  could  not 
have  been  a  cheap  purchale;  the 
accounts,  however,  flate,  that  the 
number  of  Swedes  killed  was  not 
great;  but  that  no  fimall  number? 
including  many  officers,  were  wound¬ 
ed,  through  the  continual  fhowers 
of  grape-fhot  which  were  thrown 
from  the  batteries.  This  acquili- 
tionwas  rendered  particularly  grate¬ 
ful,  as  be  Tides  the  artillery  and  flores 
a  large  magazine  of  provifions  was 
found  in  the  place. 

The  Swedes  took  pofTeffion  of 
Wilmanflrand  and  other  places,  and 
the  king  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
Borgo,  where  he  was  to  be  joined 
by  his  fleet  of  gallies,  and  (notwith- 
llanding  a  violent  contufion  he  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  fhouider  at  Valkiala) 
to  take  the  command  himfelf,  and 
hoilt  the  royal  flag  on  board  the 
Amphion.  We  are  here  to  obferve 
that  the  Ruffian  accounts  of  thefe 
iranfadtions  are  fo  direflly  contrary 
to  thofe  of  the  Swedes  as  to  be  ir- 
reconpileable.  By  the  former,  the 
king  is  reprefented  as  being  fo  Re¬ 
peatedly  defeated,  that  if  they  were 
real  he  muft  rot  only  have  been 
driven  out  of  the  Ruffian  territories, 

•  but  his  army  entirely  ruined; 
whereas  fucceeding  as  well  as  con¬ 
curring  events  fhew  the  direct  re- 
verfe  to  have  been  the  cafe.  We 
may  well  fuppofe,  that,  fplit  into 
final  1  divifions,  as  the  nature  and 
circumftances  of  the  country  com¬ 
pelled  the  contending  combatants, 
particularly  the  invaders,  to  be,  a 
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number  of  fmall  engagements,  from, 
the  time  of  their  palling  the  Kymene, 
were  continually  taking  place  ;  nor 
can  it  be  doubted,  that  fuch  an 
enemy  as  the  Ruffians  were  in  fome 
of  thefe  vi&orious.  We  mufl  then 
prefume  that  thefe.  were  magnified 
into  fplendid  vi&ories,  and  that 
others  which  had  no  exigence  were 
fabricated,  partly  to  allay  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis,  and  partly  to  gratify 
their  inveterate  animofity  to  the 
Swedes,  by  captivating  accounts  of 
the  prodigious  carnage  and  deflruc-r 
tion  which  was  made  of  them.  Such 
artifices  are  common,  particularly 
when  the  enemy  is  near  at  hand, 
and  very  dangerous;  the  Ruffians, 
from  their  great  power,  and  the  in- 
trinfic  goodnefs  of  their  armies, 
have  Ids  occaflon  for  applying  to 
fuch  fubterfuges  than  many  others. 

The  king  teemed  to  have  gained 
confiderable  advantages  by  his  early 
commencement  of  the  campaign;  it 
being  evident  that  the  enemy  were 
thereby  in  no  fmall  degree  furprized, 
neither  their  fleets  nor  armies  being 
in  readinefs  for  fo  untimely  and  un¬ 
expected  an  encounter;  for  their 
grand  fleet,  compofed  of  capital 
fhips,  being  divided  into  nearly 
equal  parts,  they  were  flill  in  their 
refpeClive  winter  flattens 'in  the 
ports  of  Crpnfladt  and  Revel.  And 
tfie  duke  of  Sudermania  having 
failed  from  Carlefcroon  with  the 
Swedifh  fleet,  about  the  time  that 
the  land  forces  commenced  their 
operations  in  Finland  and  Savolax, 
he  thereby  not  only  became  foie 
mailer  of  the  fea  for  the  pretent,  I 
but  feemed  to  have  it  much  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  jundlion  of  the 
two  Ruffian  fquadrons,  without  their 
running  the  defperate  hazard  of  one 
or  the  other  being  intercepted  and  l 

fep  irately 
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feparately  attacked  in  the  attempt. 
Nor  were  the  Ruffian  galley  fleets  in 
a.  better  fituation,  with  refpeft  to 
the  means  of  jun&ion  and  mutual 
affiftance! 

The  duke’s  views,  however,  ex¬ 
tended  to  more  decifive  and  dan¬ 
gerous  fervice,  than  that  of  merely 
preventing  the  jun&ion  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fquadrons.  The  plan  was  pro¬ 
bably  not  his  own,  for  it  was  of  a 
more  defperate  nature  than  feemed 
to  accord  with  his  chara&er.  It 
was  no  lefs  than  an  attempt  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Ruffian  fleet  in  the  fortified 
harbour  of  Revel ;  lined  on  all 
fides,  as  it  was,  with  batteries,  and 
including  a  number  of  great  and 
ftrong  fhips  (befides  frigates) 
mounted  with  heavier  metal  than 
even  their  rates  befpoke,  and  ready 
equipped  for  battle.  The  fcheme 
extended,  along  with  the  fhips,  to  the 
total  deftru&ion  of  that  great  naval 
arfenal,  with  all  its  docks,  ftores, 
and  naval  magazines  whatever. 

M  ,  Notwithftanding  all 
I3t  ’  the  formidable  obfta- 
cles,  and  all  the  dangers  which  they 
had  to  encounter,  the  attack  of  the 
Swedes  was  fo  truly  tremendous, 
as  to  call  into  a&ion  every  poffi'ble 
exertion,  and  all  the  courage  of 
their  flrongly  guarded  and  protected 
enemy.  We  are  ill  informed  as  to 
the  particulars;  but  the  affailants 
feem  to  have  penetrated  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  harbour,  and  to 
have  maintained  for  feveral  hours  a 
moll;  defperate  conteft,  in  the  centre 
of  the  enemy’s  fire  and  ftrength. 
It  is  indeed  faid,  that  fo  far  as  lea- 
manlhip  and  valour  could  confer 
national  glory,  the  Swedes  were 
entitled  to  no  fmall  portion  of  it. 
In  this  ftate  of  things,  to  a  fudden 
change  of  the.  wind,  and  to  its  rifing 
to  a  itorm  towards  the  evening,  they 


attribute  the  failure  of  the  enter* 
prize ;  which  they  were  then  obliged 
to  abandon  with  the  utmoft  preci¬ 
pitation  ;  the  difficulty  of  getting 
out  of  the  harbour  becoming  fo 
great  that  it  could  not  be  effected 
without  the  moll  imminent  danger, 
as  well  as  fome  real  confiderable 
lofs.  The  Swedes  loft  a  60  gun 
fliip,  which  being  difmafted  was, 
taken  by  the  enemy ;  another  of  the' 
fame  force  was  wrecked,  and  the 
men  being  taken  out,  was  fet  on. 
fire.  A  third  likewife  ran  on  fhore, 
but  being  got  off,  had  the  fortune 
to  efcape  to  fea  with  the  lofs  of  part 
of  her  artillery.  Such  was  the  iflue 
of  this  very  rafh  enterprize,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  greatnefs  of  its 
objedl,  could  not  perhaps  be  juftified 
upon  any  principle  of  naval  tallies, 
any  more  than  of  found  judgment* 
Too  much  was  certainly  trulted  to 
fortune,  and  fhe  had  not  hitherto 
in  the  courfe  of  the  war  afforded 
any  great  caufe  for  relying  on  her 
favour. 

It  would  have  been  little  fuited 
to  the  king’s  chara&er  and  difpo- 
fition  to  fuppofe  that  he  was  inac¬ 
tive,  at  a  feafon  when  his  brother 
was  engaged  in  fuch  fevere  and 
dangerous  fervice.  With  better 
fortune,  on  the  fecond  day  after  the 
unfuccefsful  attack  upon  Revel,  he 
ftruck  a  great  and  effe&ive  blow. 
A  great  divifion  of  the  Ruffian 
galley  fleet  was  Rationed  at  Fre- 
deriefham,  where  they  waited  the 
jun&ion  of  the  other  ftill  greater  di¬ 
vifion,  from  Cronftadt,  to  commence 
a&ive  operations,  and  where  the 
forts  and  defences  of  the  harbour 
were  deemed  fully  competent  to 
afford  them  the  mo  ft  perfe&  fecu- 
rity.  The  king,  in  the  Amphion, 
at  the  head  of  his  fleet  of  galUes, 
fuddenly  attacked  the  place  with 
[M]  4  irrefiftible 
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irrefiftible  fury,  flormed  and  forced 
the  defences,  took  38  veffels,  funk 
50  gun-boats,  burnt  40  more,  along 
with  jotranfports  loaded  with  pro - 
vifions;  defrayed  the  docks,  and 
burned  all  the  flock  of  timber  and 
ftores  which  had  been  accumulated 
for  the  building  and  equipping 
fleets  of  this  nature.  In-  a  word, 
if  the  Swedifh  accounts  be  not  ex¬ 
aggerated,  the  lofs  would  have  been 
deemed  nearly  irretrieveable  in  any 
other  country  ;  but  in  that  empire 
the  refources  are  fo  vaft,  and  all 
works  of  labour  are  executed  with 
fuch  little  expence  or  trouble  to 
government,  that  probably  little  was 
thought  of  it.  At' Stockholm,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  confidered  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  as  to  occaflon  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  a  folemn  cfe  Deum  ;  the 
portable  trophies  were  exhibited 
with  great  parade,  and  a  medal  was 
ftruck  to  commemorate  the  event. 

The  duke  of  Sudermania  was 
faid  to  have  had  fome  other  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  Ruffians  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  month  of  May ; 
but  the  accounts  are  fo  confufed 
arid  imperfed,  that  it  would  be  ufe- 
l'efs  to  attempt  reciting  them.  If 
they  really  took  place,  they  were 
only  flight  and  dillant  affairs,  which 
produced  nt>  effed  of  any  confe- 
quence  or  value,  and  might  be  con- 
fldered  only  as  a  prelude  to  acourfe 
of  the  moll  bloody  and  defperate 
adions,  of  which  we  have  almoft  any 
knowledge. 

For  the  Ruffians,  having  had  time 
to  recover  from  their  furprize,  and 
to  colled  their  forces,  the  tide  of 
fuccefs  foon  turned  againfl  the 
Swedes,  both  by  lea  and  land  ;  which' 
indeed  had  uniformly  been  the  cafe 
in  the  progrefs  of  every  campaign 
fince  the  war  began,  whatever  ad¬ 
vantages  the  very  brave  exertions 


of  the  latter  might  have  produced  m 
its  earlier  part:  but  the  difparity  of 
force  was  too  immenfe  to  admit  that 
either  valour  or  condud,  however 
nobly  difplayed,  fhould  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  fupplying  the  deficiency. 
The  llrong  polls  which  the  Swedes 
had  gained  in  Savolax  or  Carelia 
were  accordingly  foon  recovered  by 
the  Ruffians;  and  as  the  former, 
notwithllanding  their  inferiority, 
made  every  where  a  moll  obftinate 
refillance,  their  Ioffes  in  a  number  of 
fmall  adions,  none  of  which  fingly 
feemed  of  much  importance,  became 
in  the  aggregate  very  confiderable. 
The  relult  was,  that  the  Swedes 
were  obliged  to  repafs  the  Kymene,' 
under  circumllances  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  diforder,  and  danger,  with  the 
lofs  of  moll,  if  not  all  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery. 

While  this  difmal  change  took 
place  in  the  face  of  affairs  at 
land,  the  duke  of  Sudermania 
fell  in  with  the  Cronlladt 
fleet*  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  vice  admiral  Kvirfe.  An 
engagement  took  place,  and  lalled’ 
fome  hoilrs,  which  brought  out  a 
confeffion,  not  before  made,  that  the 
S'wedifh  fhips  had  already  fuffered 
fo  much,  both  in  their  hulls  and  rig¬ 
ging,  as  to  be  at  this  time  in  very 
bad  condition  for  adion,  feveral  of 
them  being  nearly  unmanageable. 
They,  however,  fought  with  great 
courage;  and  the  only  difadvantage 
which  they  attribute  to  the  bad  Hate 
of  their  fhips,  was  its  difabling  them 
fr6m  forcing  the  enemy  to  a  clofe 
engagement.  The  fuccefs  of  the 
adion  was  in  no  degree  decided, 
when  the  fleets  were  obliged  to  fe- 
parate  by  the  approach  of  night; 
the  Swedes  retiring  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  port  of  Sealker.  This  the 
Ruffian  accounts  reprefented  as  a 

flight; 
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Bight;  but  the  fucceeding  events 
foon  fhewed  the  contrary.  The 
Ruffian  vice  admiral  Souchotin  had 
a  leg  ihot  off  in  this  rencounter  ; 
and  the  Swedes  fay,  that  two  of 
their  fhips  were  fo  difmantled  as  to 
be  towed  out  of  the  line. 

The  Swedes  having  refitted  their 
fhips  and  mended  their  rigging  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  as  much  as  the  time 
could  poffibly  admit,  renewed  the 
engagement  in  the  morning.  So 
far  as  we  can  judge  from  comparing 
the  difeordant  accounts,  they  feem 
to  have  had  rather  the  advantage 
during  feveral  hours,  though  no¬ 
thing  decifive  took  place.  The 
duke’s  fleet  were  fuperior  in  number 
to  the  Cronftadt  divifion,  but,  as 
we  have  feen  before,  they  were  far 
inferior  in  point  of  condi  tion.  T  he 
Ruffian  commanders,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  accordingly  aded 
with  great  judgment  in  making  ufe 
of  every  benefit,  which  the  peculiar 
nature  of  that  fea,  and  of  its  winds, 
currents,  fboals,and  iflands  afforded, 
to  avoid  being  brought  to  clofe 
adion ;  and  our  own  naval  hiftory 
abundantly  teftifies,  that  what  our 
feamen  call  a  long~Jhot  fire  is  the 
moft  deftrudive  of  any  to  the  rig¬ 
ging  of  fhips. 

In  this  doubtful  date  of  things, 
and  in  the  very  height  of  the  con- 
flid,  two  Swedifh  frigates  were  per¬ 
ceived  crowding  every  fail  they 
could  carry ;  and  immediately  after' 
the  Revel  fquadron  came  in  fight, 
confifling  of  thirteen  fhips,  in  full 
chace  of  the  frigates,  but  at  the  fame 
time  bearing  down  diredly,  with  the 
moft  eager  expedition  upon  the  rear 
of  the  Swedifh  fleet,  which  was  thus 
literally  placed  between  two  fires. 

'  No  fituation  could  be  more  perilous. 

It  was  impoffible  to  form  the  weakeft 
hope  of  being  able  to  withftand  fuch 
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an  additional  force  of  frefh  fhips; 
and  the  finding  any  means  of  es¬ 
caping  from  the  danger,  difperfed 
as  the  fleet  was,  and  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  adion,  feemed  to  the  full 
as  hopelefs ;  fo  that  the  Swedifh 
fleet  was  apparently  enclofed  in 
toils  from  which  it  could  not  be  ex¬ 
tricated. 

At  this  critical  moment,  when  the 
wifhed-for  confequences  feemed  in¬ 
evitable,  an  exprefs  was  inftantly 
difpatched  to  convey  the  welcome 
news  to  Peterfburgh,  where  the 
inhabitants  were  greatly-  alarmed 
by  the  fierce  and  doubtful  conflids 
which  were  taking  place  in  its 
neighbourhood.  The  account,  with 
all  its  circumftances,  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  fituation  in  which  their  enemy 
was  involved, were  immediately  pub- 
lifhed,  and  for  feveral  days  all  true 
S  wedes  trembled  for  the  fate  of  the 
duke  of  Sudermania  and  his  fleet; 
while  the  public  in  general,  through 
all  the  furrounding  and  adjoining 
countries,  confidered  them  as  cer¬ 
tainly  loft. 

But  fortune,  which  has  ever  been 
fuppofed  to  hold  fupreme  fway  in 
the  affairs  of  war,  feemed  now  for 
once  difpofed  to  favour  the  Swedes: 
The  details  of  circumftances  are  very 
imperfed ;  but  it  appears,  upon  the 
whole,  that  a  fudden  fliift  of  the 
wind,  feconded  undoubtedly  by  ju¬ 
dicious  manoeuvres  and  bold  exer¬ 
tions,  enabled  the  duke  of  Suderma¬ 
nia  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the 
danger  in  which  he  was  involved, 
and  to  gain,  on  that  very  evening, 
a  fecure  ftation  in  tlie  ifland  of  Bi-> 
orko,  where  h t  either  met  with, 
or  was  fpeedily  joined  by  the  king, 
with  his  flotilla,  or  fleet  of  gallies, 
gun-boats  and  frigates.  At  the  fame 
time  that  their  fuperior  enemy,  who 
fo  lately  had  deemed  them  a  prey  fe¬ 
cure 
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cure  in  their  hands,  were  obliged  to 
Ibrego  all  their  hopes  and  advan¬ 
tages,  and  to  take  a  flat  ion  between 
that  ifiand  and  Peterfburgh,  to  pro¬ 
tect  that  capital  from  an  afiault, 
which,  notwithflanding  all  the  Ioffes 
fuftained  by  the  Swedes,  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  much  apprehended. 

It  Teemed  at  this  time  as  if  the 
Swedes  had  been  peculiarly  defined 
no  foonerto  have  efcaped  from  one 
imminent  danger  than  to  plunge 
tbemfelves  into  another  Hill  greater. 
This  delliny  was  included  in  the 
wonderful  a&ivity  of  the  king’s 
mind,  and  a  fpirit  of  enterprize 
which  no  difficulties  or  dangers 
could  fubdue.  It  is  poffible  that  his 
iituation  at  the  iiland  of  Biorko, 
which  lies  facing  the  narrow  chan¬ 
nel  that  paffes  into  the  gulph  or  bay 
of  Wibourg,  might  have  had  fome 
fhare  in  directing  his  views  at  this 
time  to  that  city  and  port.  There 
were,  however,  motives  fufficiently 
rtrong  for  undertaking  an  enterprize 
again#  that  place,  fuppofing  the  de- 
fign  was  accompanied  with  a  rea- 
fonable  profpeft  of  fuccefs.  For  a 
large  divifion  of  the  Ruffian  galley- 
fleet  lay  in  that  port;  and  as  Wy- 
bourg  had  been  the  ancient  capital 
of  Carelia  before  the  ere&ion  of 
Peterfburgh,  and  lay  within  feventy 
Englifh  miles  of  that  place,  the  eclat 
which  would  have  attended  its  re¬ 
duction,  together  with  the  alarm  and 
terror  which  it  mu#  excite  in  the 
metropolis,  weie  ftrong  inducements 
to  the  attempt,  and  would  have  been 
circumftances  highly  flattering  in 
the  event. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe  mo¬ 
tives,  and  ©f  that  violent  paffion 
which  ever  operated  upon  the  king, 
not. only  for  emulating  but  for  ri¬ 
valling  the  mo#  renowned  of  his 
predeceffors  in  military  glory,  he 


determined  upon  the  attack  ofWy- 
bourg.  The  project  was  fo  full  of 
danger,  the  probabilities  again#  its 
fucceeding  fo  great,  and  the  ruin 
which  mu#  attend  its  failure  fo  cer-^ 
tain,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  def- 
perate  ftate  of  his  affairs  could, 
upon  any  principle  of  military  Ikill 
or  calculation,  in  any  degree  juf- 
tify  its  adoption.  But  Gu#avus 
paid  little  attention  to  calculations, 
where  they  interfered  with  his  de- 
ligns. 

Preparatory  to  the  attack  on  the 
port,  though  the  number  of  land 
forces  which  he  had  on  board  the 
galley- fleet  was  ill  calculated  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  being  weakened  by  a  divifion, 
he  made  a  defeent  on  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  coaft  of  Carelia  in  perfon,  with 
a  part  of  his  troops ;  his  objects  be¬ 
ing  partly  to  diftraCt  and  increafe 
the  terror  of  the  enemy ;  partly  to 
invert,  fo  far  as  his  numbers  would 
permit,  the  city  on  the  land  fide ; 
and  partly  to  be  in  readinefs  to  join 
in  the  affault,  if  the  fleet  fhould  prove 
fuccefsful.  He  divided  his  force  in¬ 
to  two  detachments,  which  purfued 
feparate  courfes,  and  were  each  fuc¬ 
cefsful  in  routing  and  difperfing, 
with  their  ufual  vigour  and  promp¬ 
titude,  fuch  fmall  bodies  of  Ruffians 
as  could  in  that  dreary  country  on 
a  fudden  be  colle&ed  to  oppofe  their 
progress. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fatal  event, 
which  there  was  fo  much  reafon  to 
expeft,  and  fo  much  caufe  to  dread, 
was  to  take  place.  The  grand 
Ruffian  fleet  under  admiral  Tfchit- 
fchakoff,  and  the  (pronftadt  divifion 
pf  light  gallies  under  the  command 
pf  the  prince  of  Naffau,  haflened  to 
the  relief  of  their  fellows,  and  ap¬ 
peared  fuddenly  before  that  narrow 
paflage,  which  we  obferved  led  into 
the  bay  of  VVybourg,  The  Swedifh 
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fleet  were  in  the  bay;  and  as  there 
was  no  other  communication  with 
the  Tea  but  through  that  inlet,  and 
that  being  already  poffeffed  by  the 
enemy,  it  might  be  literally  faid  that 
they  were  caught  in  a  trap.  In 
this  mod  calamitous  fituation,  no 
choice  remained  but  to  furrender  to 
the  enemy,  to  force  their  way  out, 
or  to  perifh  in  the  attempt.  The  fe- 
cond  condition  was  adopted,  and 
the  reft  left  to  be  determined  by  for¬ 
tune  or  chance. 

The  Ruffians  had  placed  four  of 
their  capital  fnips,  and  mounted 
with  their  heavieft  artillery,  within 
the  ftrait,  two  on  each  fide,  and  in 
iituations  where  the  intricacies  of 
the  paffage  would  lay  the  Swedes  en¬ 
tirely  open  to  their  fire.  Their  grand 
fleet  was  drawn  yp  in  a  line  along 
the  coaft,  on  the  outfide  of  the  inlet, 
and  at  as  near  a  diftance  as  could 
with  fafety  be  taken,  while  their  fri¬ 
gates  and  light  fleet  were  ranged 
among  the  numerous  iflands  which 
lie  nearer  to  the  lhore. 

The  van  of  the  Swedifh 
fleet,  commanded  by  ad¬ 
miral  Modec,  had  the  fortune,  af- 
fifted  by  a  favourable  gale,  to  pafs 
the  ftrait  without  receiving  any  very 
eftential  damage,  firing  their  broad- 
fides  on  each  hand  with  great  fpirit 
and  effedl  upon  the  ftationed  (hips  as 
they  palled.  Had  this  example  been 
followed  by  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  it 
Would  have  been  fortunate ;  but  the 
evil  deiliny  of  the  Swedes  was  now 
taprevail.  The  cannonade  from  the 
four  ftiips  had  been  fo  powerful,  and 
fo  admirably  maintained,  that  it 
ftruck  thofe  who  were  next  to  follow 
with  awe;  upon  which  the  duke  of 
Sudermania  adopted  a  defign,  the 
beft  calculated  that  could  be  con¬ 
ceived  in  fuch  circumftances.  which 
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was  to  remove  the  obftacle  entirely 
by  burning  the  four  ftationed  fhips. 

This  was  accordingly  attempted; 
but  whether  it  proceeded  from  want 
of  fkili  in  thofe  who  conduced  the 
fire-fhips,  or  from  unavoidable  acci¬ 
dent,  it  fo  fell  out,  that  inftead  of 
the  enemy  they  fell  aboard  a  Swedifh 
line  of  battle  fhip  and  a  frigate, 
both  of  which  were  blown  up.  Such 
a  dreadful  misfortune,  in  the  midfl 
of  a  feene  already  fo  perilous,  was 
fufficient  to  ftrike  difmay  into  the 
moll  undaunted  hearts.  It  was  im- 
poffible  that  among  fuch  a  number  of 
men,  where  every  individual  was  an 
equal  partaker  in  the  danger,  and 
equally  operated  upon  by  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  felf-prefervation,  but  that 
diforder  and  confufion  muft  enfue. 
Every  thing  was  afterwards  dene  in 
a  hurry,  and  every  thing  accord¬ 
ingly  ill  done.  Four  fhips  of  the 
line,  in  their  fubfequent  attempts  to 
pafs  the  ftrait,  ftruck  upon  the  rocks, 
and  were  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy.  The  engagement  lafted, 
in  fome  manner  or  other,  during  the 
whole  night,  and  through  part  of  the 
fucceeding  day.  When  the  Swedes 
had  pafi'ed  the  ftrait,  they  were  clofely 
purfued  along  the  coaft,  and  incef- 
fantly  attacked  by  their  exafperated 
enemy;  and  in  this  courfe  loft  two 
line  of  battle  fhips  more.  The  duke 
had  the  fortune  to  efcape  to  Swea- 
burg,  with  the  remains  of  his  ruined 
fleet,  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 

The  Swedes  loft  either  feven  or 
eight  fhips  of  the  line,  (for  there  is 
a  Ihip  difference  in  the  oppofite  ac¬ 
count)  from  64  to  74  guns,  befides 
feveral  ftout  frigates,  in  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  affair.  Another  difference 
between  thefe  accounts  is,  that  the 
Swedes  fay  three  or  four  fhips  were 
burnt,  which  the  Ruffians  affert 

were 
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were  taken.  The  lofs  on  their  fide 
was  inconfiderable,  excepting  in  the 
four  (hips  which  fo  nobly  maintain¬ 
ed  tlje  pafTage  of  the  ftrait.  Thefe 
were  nearly  reduced  to  the  ftate  of 
abfolute  wrecks,  and  the  daughter 
on  board  them  was  proportioned  to 
the  havock  which  had  been  made 
on  the  veflels.  The  few  Englifti 
officers  in  the  Ruffian  fervice  had 
that  regard  fhcvvn  to  their  national 
.character,  as  well  as  to  their  parti¬ 
cular  merits,  as  to  have  the  poll  of 
honour  affigned  to  them  on  this  oc- 
calion.  Moft  of  them  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  dangerous  fervice, 
and  fome  purchafed  the  honour  at 
the  expence  of  their  lives. 

The  galley  fleet,  under  the  king, 
was  in  the  mod  imminent  danger, 
and  its  efcape  in  any  manner  was 
a  matter  of  aftonifhment.  It  did 
not,  however,  efcape  without  pay¬ 
ing  the  fine  due  to  rafhnefs.  Six 
of  his  gallies  were  taken,  in  which 
were  eight  hundred  foldiers  of  his 
guards ;  fixty  of  the  fmaller  veffiels 
were  taken  or  deftroyed  ;  four  of 
the  old  eft  and  beft  regiments  in  the 
fervice  fuffeifd  feverely;  and  ninety 
officers  were  killed,  wounded  or 
miffing.  It  was>  computed  that  the 
Swedes  16ft  more  than  feven  thou¬ 
sand  men  in  both  engagements. 

Rut  the  fucceffion  of  bloody  ac¬ 
tions  was  now  fo  quick,  and  the 
tranfition  of  fcenery  fo  unexpected 
and  fudden,  that  we  feem  rather  to 
be  wandering  in  the  regions  of  old 
romance,  than  reading  a  fober  nar¬ 
rative  of  late  tranfa&ions. 

It  was  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  July 
that  the  calamitous  affair  at  Wy- 
bourg  took  place;  which,  with  the 
former  lofs  at  Revel,  feemed  irre¬ 
trievably  to  ruin,  and  indeed  nearly 
to  annihilate  the  Swedifh  naval 
power,  at  leaft  with  refpeCt  to  any 
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purpofes  that  related  to  the  prefent 
war.  It  was  probably  on  the  5th* 
that  the  king,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  galley  fleet,  arrived  at,  or  it 
might  more  properly  be  faid  efcaped 
to,  Swenk-Sound.  Here  he  found  the 
Pomeranian  divifion  of  his  light 
fleet,  under  the  command  of  M.  de 
Cronftadt, being  his  laft  refource,  and 
which  had  the  happy  fortune  of 
not  being  involved  in  the  general 
ruin,  by  its  late  arrival  during  his 
abfence.  Inftead  of  being  dilinay- 
ed  by  lofs,  or  his  ardour  quelled  by 
difafter,  this  magnanimous  prince, 
whofe  unconquerable  foul  feemed  to 
rife  fuperior  eveivto  the  power  of 
fortune,  inftantly  adopted  the  bold 
defign  of  attempting  to  retrieve  his 
affairs,  by  giving  fuch  a  fignal  blow” 
to  the  enemy,  as  would  at  leaft  ef¬ 
face  the  memory  of  the  late  dif- 
graces,  if  it  could  not  entirely  re¬ 
medy  their  effeCt. 

With  this  view  the  king  did  hot 
lofe  an  inftant  in  fupplying  the  rer 
mainderofhis  own  fquadron  with 
provifions  and  ammunition,  and  in 
putting  the  veffiels  in  the  beft  con? 
dition  that  could  be  done  on  a  fud? 
den.  He  was  no  lefs  expeditious  in 
putting  immediately  to  fea;  his  ob¬ 
ject  being  to  intercept  the  prince  of 
Naffiau,  who  with  the  Cronftadt 
and  Wybourg  divifions  was  on  his 
way  to  Fredericfham.  This  was 
an  arduous  attempt,  for  befides  that 
the  Ruffians  (from  certain  peculiar 
caufes,  which  we  have  heretofore  af« 
figned)  are  better  calculated  for 
this  fpecies  of  warfare  than  any 
other  people,  the  prince,  from  his 
long  experience,  and  great  and 
conftant  fuccefs  againft  the  Otto¬ 
mans  and  Swedes,  had  acquired  the 
reputation  of  being  the  firlt  com¬ 
mander  in  Europe  in  conducing 
this  kind  of  bloody  combat. 
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The  king  had  not  much  time 
to  lofe  in  waiting  for  his  ene¬ 
my.  On  the  8  th  the  hoftile  fleet 
appeared  in  fight,  the  king  being 
between  them  and  the  fhore.  It 
was  not  pofiible  that  they  could 
avoid  being  furprifed  at  perceiving 
him.  He  went  himfelf,  with  colo¬ 
nel  Cronftadt,  to  take  a  view  of  their 
pofition  and  numbers,  and  found 
them  in  every  refpeft  formidable.  A  t 
<T  ,  ,  nine  o’clock,  the  next 

JUy9  *  morning  the  prince  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  king’s  fleet,  which 
was  already  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle,  the  main  body  being  commanded 
by  colonel  Stedinck ;  the  right 
wing  by  colonel  Torningi ;  and  the 
left  by  colonel  Hielmftierna.  It  is 
a  matter  of  obfervation  that  all 
thefe  commanders  were  land-of- 
vficers. 

The  king  himfelf,  who  was  al¬ 
ways  in  the  heat  of  every  adiion, 
was  this  day  on  board  the  Sera¬ 
phim  galley,  and  gave  the  fignal 
for  a  general  engagement.  A  fu¬ 
rious  conflict  now  commenced.  The 
wings  were  firft  engaged.  The 
enemy  came  on  with  great  fierce- 
nefs,  and  fupported  a  moil  tremen¬ 
dous  fire,  both  of  cannon  and  fmall 
arms;  but  they  were  fo  warmly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  refiftance  continued 
with  fuch  firmnefs,  that  about  noon 
their  left  wing  began  to  recoil. — 
Both  fides  about  this  time  received 
reinforcements,  upon  which  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  left  wing  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  the  fight  was  renewed 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
line  with  the  utmoft  fury.  About 
four  o’clock  fome  of  the  Ruffian 
larger  gallies  quitted  their  line, 
others  ftruck  their  colours,  and 
others  foundered.  Several  were 
taken.  The  beaten  enemy,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  firing  till  ten  in  the 
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evening;  when  their  obje£t  feems 
to  have  been  to  get  under  way  and 
difperfe.  In  this  courfe*  fome  run 
on  the  fhoals,  and  ftruck  their  co¬ 
lours.  The  darknefs  of  the  night 
put  a  flop  to  the  firing  of  the 
Swedes  at  eleven  o’clock.  The 
night  was  fpent  in  removing  the 
prifoners,  and  taking  poffeffion  of 
the  veffels  that  ftruck. 

At  three  in  the  morning  the  vic¬ 
tors  renewed  the  adtion.  A  Ruf¬ 
fian  frigate,  and  a  number  of  fmall 
craft,  were  foon  taken.  The  van- 
quifhed  retreated  on  all  fides,  and 
fet  fire  to  their  ftranded  (hips.— 
They  were  purfued  without  inter- 
miffion  till  ten  at  night.  The  Swedes 
took  forty-five  of  their  veffels, 
with  confiderable  artillery,  and  a 
multitude  of  trophies.  We  may 
judge  what  extraordinary  artillery 
this  fort  of  veffels  carried,  by 
knowing  that  two  forty-pound  brajs 
mortars  were  among  the  trophies; 
and  that  the  cannon  carried  in  ge¬ 
neral  from  24  to  30  pouads  ball ; 
it  is  obfervable  that  howitzers  held 
a  more  than  common  proportion  in 
thefe  lifts.  The  prifoners  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  4,500;  of  whom  210 
were  officers.  The  number  of  vef¬ 
fels  funk  and  burnt  could  not  be  ex¬ 
actly  afeertained,  but  the  wrecks 
and  vefliges  of  ruin,  upon  a  long 
line  of  coaft,  were  very  numerous. 
The  Iofs  of  the  Ruffians  in  men  muft 
have  been  prodigious :  but  no  cal¬ 
culation  can  be  made  of  it.  The 
Swedes  loft  but  a  few  veffels;  and 
their  lofs  in  men  was  mere  mode¬ 
rate  than  could  well  be  conceived* 
confidering  the  deftrudlive  and 
bloody  nature  of  thefe  mixed  and 
peculiar  combats. 

Thus  were  the  Ruffians  at  length 
defeated,  partly,  it  may  be  faid,  on 
their  own  element,  and  entirely  in 

their 
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their  own  favourite  manner  of  fight¬ 
ing,  in  which  they  were  deemed 
irrefiftible ;  fo  that  as  the  Swedes 
formerly  taught  them  to  conquer 
"by  land,  they  now  in  return  taught 
the  Swedes  to  beat  themfelves  in 
this  new  fevere  mode  of  deciding 
the  fortune  of  war.  The  prince  of 
NafTau  likevvife,  who  had  plumed 
himfelf  highly  on  being  the  king  of 
Sweden’s  direft  adverfary,  and  who 
fhewed  fome  evident  marks  of  often- 
tation  on  his  fuccefies  again  ft  him. 
Was  now  compelled  to  lower  his 
creft,  and  to  refign  his  laurels  to  a 
fuperior  foe.  The  fcanty  provi- 
fion  fince  made  for  him  by  the  court 
of  Peterfburgh,  the  ufual  magnifi¬ 
cence,  expence,  and  liberality  of 
that  court  being  confidered,  fuffi- 
ciently  (hews  that  this  misfortune 
ferved  much  to  wear  away  the  mer 
mory  of  his  former  exploits.  In¬ 
deed  few  things  could  have  gone 
nearer  to  the  heart  of  the  emprefs 
than  this  defeat. 

It  was  undoubtedly  among  the 
moft  extraordinary  reveries  of  for¬ 
tune  known  in  modern  hiftory;  ef- 
pecially  confidering  it  to  be  a  naval 
adtion,  and  the  general  ruin  which 
had  fo  recently  fallen  upon  every 
denomination  and  part  of  the  Swe- 
difti  fleets,  excepting  merely  the 
Pomeranian  light  fquadron. 

While  we  cannot  avoid  admiring 
the  invincible  courage  and  the  un¬ 
broken  fpirit  of  enterprize  in  the 
Jcing,  which  rofe  fuperior  to  every 
ftroke  of  fortune,  too  much  praife 
cannot  be  beftowed  on  the  valour 
and  firmnefs  fo  nobly  difplayed  by 
his  troops ;  which,  on  both  ele¬ 
ments,  in  all  the  unequal  trials,  and 
all  the  dangerous  fervice  of  the  paft 
and  the  prefent  campaign,  every 
where  contending  with  a  force  infi¬ 
nitely  fuperior,  never  was,  and  never 
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can  be  exceeded  by  thofe  of  any 
nation;  and  fufficiently  fhewed,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  difaffe&ion 
and  treachery  of  his  nobility  and 
officers,  in  the  firft  campaign,  Ruf- 
fia  would  have  found  a  much  more 
formidable  enemy  in  Guftavus,  than 
that  untimely  and  fatal  check  after¬ 
wards  permitted  him  to  prove.  In 
fall,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  power 
and  the  prodigious  armies  of  that 
empire,  it  is  probable  that  Ruffia, 
for  many  years  back,  has  not  owed 
much  lei's  of  her  fuccefs  to  political 
intrigues,  and  to  her  peculiar  talent, 
of  exciting  internal  difl'ention  and 
outward  difunion  among  her  neigh¬ 
bours,  than  to  the  force  or  terror  of 
her  arms. 

Cut,  fplendid  and  glorious  as  this 
victory  was,  except  in  extricating 
him  from  immediate  danger,  it  was 
not  capable  in  its  effedt  of  much  bet¬ 
tering  the  king’s  condition.  He  had 
not  a  fufficient  army  to  profit  by  it; 
and  his  navy , which  for  its  number  was 
a  very  good  one,  was  totally  ruined. 
Sweden,  which  had  ftrained  every 
nerve  in  fupport  of  the  war,  was 
worn  down  by  its  enormous  expen- 
ces;  thefe,  as  ufual,  far  exceeding, 
not  only  all  previous  calculations, 
but  whatever  could  have  been 
thought  poffible,  even  after  making 
a  large  allowance  for  contingencies 
Her  lofs  of  men  had  been  likewife 
great;  a  lofs  which  (he  eould  nearly 
as  ill  fpare,  as  flie  could  that  of  her 
treafure.  This  victory,  and  even 
the  preceding  unfortunate  adtions, 
produced,  however,  one  effect,  of 
much  greater  importance  than 
might  at  firft  view  be  conceived. 
They  ferved  effedtually  to  cure,  or  to 
remove,  that  fupercilious  contempt, 
andthat  extreme  hauteur ,  with,  which 
the  emprefs  had  long  been  in  the 
kabit  of  treating  and  of  affe&ing  to 

conftder 
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©onfider  the  king  upon  all  occa¬ 
sions  ;  and  which  descended  to  the 
prince  of  Naffau  and  others  of  her 
commanders,  without  at  all  lofing 
any  thing  by  the  way. 

Thefe  Sentiments,  if  real,  or  their 
expreffion,  if  not,  were  now  totally 
altered.  The  emprefs  perceived 
and  felt,  that  die  was  contending 
with  a  molt  formidable  adverfary; 
whofe  courage  and  abilities  would 
ever  render  him  dangerous.  He 
was  the  firft  and  the  only  enemy 
who,  from  its  foundations  being  laid, 
had  ever  excited  alarm  or  fpread 
terror  in  her  Capital ;  and  this  he 
not  only  fucceeded  in  performing 
once,  but,  feemingly  in  aefpite  of  ill 
fortune,  continued  in  repeating;  and 
Ihc  faw,  that  from  his  nearnefs  and 
his  great  qualities,  no  fuperiority  of 
power  might  at  all  times  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  guard  again  ft  the  fuddeh  ef¬ 
fects  of  his  undaunted  fpirit  and  bold 
cnterprize.  It  may  likewife  be  well 
imagined  that  a  woman  of  her  cha¬ 
racter  could  not  avoid  being  impref- 
fed  with  refpeCl  by  the  extraordinary 
aCts,  and  even  feel  fome  fympathy, 
though  an  enemy,  in  the  heroifm  of 
this  lingular  prince. 

Thefe  fentiments,  togeth&r  with 
the  political  motives  by  which  they 
were  accompanied,  undoubtedly 
contributed  much  to  bring  about 
that  l'udden  and  moil  unexpected 
peace  which  was  now  to  altonifh  all 
Europe,  between  thefe  contending 
Rations,  whofe  long-eftablifhed  en¬ 
mity  and  rival  (hip  would  feem  al- 
moli  deltined  to  be  perpetual,  if  any 
thing  on  thisearth  could  be  fo.  But 
.there  was  another  political  motive, 
which  perhaps  operated  more  forci¬ 
bly  upon  the  court  of  Feterfburgh 
than  thofe  we  have  already  dated. 
All  Europe  had  feen,  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  ©f  wonder,  but  none  of  appro¬ 


bation,  the  extreme  haughtinefs 
with  which  that  court  had  inflexibly 
perfevered,  in  difdainfully  rejecting 
all  the  propofals  for  mediating  a 
peace  with  the  Ottomans,  which 
were  made  by  the  allied  powers. 
The  terms  in  which  this  rejection 
was  generally  conveyed,  approached 
much  more  nearly  to  infult,  than  to 
the  conciliatory  or  friendly  language 
ufually  eftablilhed  among  powers 
who  are  in  an  equality  of  condition, 
and  who  reciprocally  cultivate 
neighbourly  good  offices.— “  The 
“  emprefs  makes  war,  and  makes 
“  peace,  when  (he  pleafes,  without 
“  confulting  any  other  power.’* 
—  “  She  is  not  to  be  dictated  to.”— 
<e  She  will  not  permit  any  interfe- 
{i  rence  whatever  in  the  management 
tf  or  government  of  her  affairs.”— 
Such  was  the  general  ffile  of  the 
official  language  which  ifiiied  from 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 

It  was  at  the  time  fuppofed,  and 
probably  juffily,  that  if  the  emprefs 
failed  in  the  profecution  of  her  grand 
fcheme,  of  driving  the  Turks  entire-) 
Iy  out  of  Europe,  and  placing  her 
grand-fon  Conftantine  upon  the 
throne  of  the  ancient  Greek  empe¬ 
rors,  her  next  favourite  object,  and 
not  much  lefs  dear  to  her,  was,  to 
erect  the  nob'e  provinces  of  Molda¬ 
via,  Walachia,  and  Beffarabia  into 
an  independant  lovereignty,  for  her 
great ,  favourite,  prince  Potemkin 
whofe  perfonal  influence  and  vaft 
power,  already  nearly  fupreme,  had 
long  fpread  jealoufy  and  alarm,  if  not 
through  the  empire,  at  lead  through: 
the  court,  and  among  the  principal 
nobility.  The  great  and  condant 
oppofition  which  (he  met  with  from 
the  allies,  was  undoubtedly  the  caufe 
which  induced  the  emprefs  at  length 
to  abandon  this  delign;  and  in  the* 
place  of  an  independent  fovereignty 
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in  thejfe  provinces,  to  Tooth  Potem¬ 
kin’s  ambition  for  the  prefent  by- 
appointing  him  Hetman  of  the  Cof- 
facks,an  office  of  the  greatell  trull  and 
power  in  the  empire,  which  likewife 
carried  in  fome  fort  the  femblance 
of  fovereignty ;  and  which  had 
never  before  been  filled  up  fince  the 
days  of  the  celebrated  Mazeppa. 
But  irt  what  regarded  Ockzacow,  the 
Crimea,  Black  Sea,  and  all  other 
points  of  her  claim,  (he  perfevered 
in  maintaining  the  fame  inflexible 
obftinacy.  This  was  fo  much  refent- 
ed  by  the  allied  powers,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferences  upon  the  fubjedt  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch,  that  Ruffia  was  on  the 
point  of  being  involved  in  a  war 
with  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia ; 
which  was  indeed  only  prevented 
by  the  powerful  oppofi^ion  and  cla¬ 
mour  which  was  raifed  in  England 
againll  the  intentions  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

If  that  event  had  taken  place  at 
a  certain  period,  Sweden,  which  was 
already  a. fore  thorn  in  the  lide  of 
Ruffia,  would  have  become  not  only 
an  equal  but  a  fuperior  enemy. 
Placed  by  his  fituation  on  the  only 
vulnerable  fide  of  that  country,  and 
fupported  by  Engliffi  fleets  and 
P ruffian  armies,  the  heroic  king 
would  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
fire  and  fword  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  empire  ;  and  poffibly  to  pro¬ 
duce  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  re¬ 
volutions,  for  which  that  govern¬ 
ment  has  ever  been  fo  remarkable  : 
an  event  for  which  many  thought 
the  people  were  at  that  time  fully 
ripe.  It  is  then  eaiily  feen  of  what 
v.aft  importance  it  was  to  the  court 
of  Peterfburgh  to  draw  off  Sweden 
from  an’  alliance,  which  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  fuch  dangerous 
confequcnces ;  at  the  fame  time, 
(though  comparatively  a  fmali  con- 


fideration,  yet  a  very  favourite! 
one)  that  it  would  enable .  that 
court  to  perfevere  in  its  native 
haughtinefs  with  refpedl  to  the 
other  allies. 

Immediately,  or  atleafl  tery  fpee- 
dily  after  the  late  vidlory,  a  diredt 
private  intercourfe  between  the  em- 
prefs  and  the  king  feems  to  have 
been  commenced*  It  is  very  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  general  heads  of  ac¬ 
commodation  were  thus  fettled  be¬ 
tween  the  principals  themfelves ; 
nor  is  it  lefs  probable  (and  it  has 
been  aflerted)  that  it  was  in  the  firli 
inftance  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that 
the  allies  on  either  fide  were  not  to  be 
confulted,  nor  any  mediation  what¬ 
ever  referred  to,  but  that  the  peace 
Ihould  be  the  immediate  adl,  and 
proceed  from  the  fpontaneous  will 
of  the  parties,  without  foreign  ad¬ 
vice  or  confultation ;  this  equally 
fuiting  the  pride  of  one,  and  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  other, 
with  refpedt  to  thofe  allies  whom  he 
was  now  unexpectedly  deferring.  It 
is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
emprefs  was  as  little  pleafed  or  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  condudl  of  her  ally 
Leopold,  as  the  king  was  with  that 
of  Great  Britain  or  Pruffia. 

General  Ingelftrom,  on  the  part 
of  Ruffia,  and  the  lieutenant  gene¬ 
ral  Baron  d’Armfeldt  on  that  of 
Sweden,  were,  without  lofs  of  time, 
appointed  to  confer  and  fettle  the! 
terms  of  peace.  They  met  on  the  I 
banks  of  the  Kymene,  in  a  large 
tent  eredled  for  the  purpefe  between 
the  advanced  polls  of  the  two  hoftile* 
camps,  on  the  plain  of  Werela.  As 
the  commiffioners  had  not  much 
bufmefs  to  fettle,  and  their  princi-  . 
pals  were  equally  eager  for  a  fpeedy 
accommodation,  the  negociations ; 
could  not  be  tedious.  A  fufpenlion. 
of  arms  was  immediately  agreed 
1  on;; 
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f  n.  t-L  on ;  and  fhortly  after 

/iEgU  I4  .  terms  Qf  peace. 

were  concluded  and  figned,  the  ra¬ 
tifications  being  to  be  exchanged 
in  fix  days.  This  new  treaty  placed 
matters  exactly  in  the  fame  ftate 
they  had  been  before  the  war.  All 
the  ancient  treaties,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  thofe  which  had  been  con¬ 
cluded  fince  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Twelfth,  were  renewed  and 
confirmed.  Jf  any  change  at  all 
took  place,  it  was  only  with  refpeCt 
to  the  recognition,  or  perhaps  far¬ 
ther  fpec  ideation,  of  a  claufe  in  one 
of  the  earliefb  of  thofe  treaties,  by 
which  the  Swedes  were  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  purchafe  corn  free  from 
duties  in  Livonia,  whenever  that 
commodity  exceeded  a  certain  price 
in  their  own  country;  a  condition 
which  Ruflia  had  hitherto  made  lit¬ 
tle  fcruple  of  violating  upon  the- 
moll  trying  and  diftreffirig  occa- 
fions.  The  frontiers  were  to  be 
placed  exaCtly  in  the  fame  fiate 
they  had  been  before  the  war. 

It  will  afford  no  caufe  of  furprize 
that  the  peace  occafioned  much  joy 
at  Stockholm,  when  it  is  known 
,  that  the  public  rejoicings  at  Pe- 
terfburgh  were  carried  to  an  ex- 

O  m 

treme,  which  feemed  little  confifl- 
.ent,  either  with  the  pride  of  that 
court,  or  with  the  contempt  with 
which  they  had  lb  recently  affeCted 
to  regard  and  treat  their  late  adver- 
fary  and  new  friend.  Among  other 
inftances  of  this,  a  grand  Te  Deum 
was  performed  in  the  great  church 
of  that  city,  to  aflifb  at  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  which  the  emprefs  came  in 
perfon  from  her  country  palace,  as 
did  the  grand  duke,  and  all  the 
•  Other  members  of  the  imperial  fa¬ 
mily,  from  their  refpeCtive  refi- 
dences ;  the  whole  court  being  for 
that  day  and  night  in  the  utmoft 
Vol.  XXXIII. 


fplendour  of  what  is  called  gala ; 
while  the  capital  was  fhining  with 
illuminations,  and  re-echoing  with 
acclamations  of  joy.  The  magni¬ 
ficence  likewife  with  which  the  em¬ 
prefs  honoured  and  rewarded  the 
negociators  on  both  fides  who  con¬ 
cluded  the  peace,  fufficiently  tefti- 
fied  how  much  (he  found  herfelf  in- 
terefted  in  that  event. 

Few  incidents  could  have  more  af¬ 
fected  the  general  face  of  affairs  in 
Europe  than  this  unexpected  peace; 
but  it  particularly  deranged,  and  In 
a  great  meafure  overthrew,  the 
fyftem  of  politics  purfued  by  the 
king  of  Pruflia  for  the  laft  two  or 
three  years;  and  in  the  purfuit  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty  of  fome 
capital  faults,  little  compatible  with 
the  character  of  a  great  ftatefman. 
That  prince  was  too  full  of  refine¬ 
ments  in  his  policy  and  conduCt,  and 
was  fo  flow  in  his  decifions,  that  it 
carried  the  appearance  of  irrefolu- 
tion.  By  the  firft  error  he  loft  that 
character  of  fincerity,  opennefs,  and 
fair  dealing,  fo  effentially  necefiary 
to  princes  and  ftatefmen,  (even  in¬ 
dependent  of  all  moral  motives)  for 
the  mere  furtherance,  and  bringing 
to  happy  ifiue,  their  political  purfuits. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  fecond,  the  tone 
of  menace  which  he  affumed  early 
in  thedifputes  with  Auftria  and  Ruf- 
fia,  the  perpetual  difplav  of  his  mili¬ 
tary  force  and  preparations,  with  the 
continual  movements  of  his  armies, 
(which  mult  have  occafioned  an  ex¬ 
pence  in  fome  degree  approaching 
to  that  of  aCtual  war)'  undoubtedly 
produced  fome  confiderablc  effeCt  in 
the  beginning.  But  when  it  was  at 
length  difcovered  that  thefe  terrific 
appearances  were  totally  harmlefs, 
and  were  followed  by  no  correfpond- 
ing  effeCt,  and  that  his  adverfaries, 
to  ufe  a  common  phrafe,  came  to 
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know  their  man,  then  neither  high 
language,  nor  the  movements  of  a 
Pruffian  army,  produced  any  more 
effedt  than  the  common  exercifes  of 
a  review.  This  was  particularly  the 
refult  with  refpedt  to  his  great  an- 
tagonift  of  Ruffia,  who  foon  form¬ 
ing  a  true  eftimate  of  the  real 
weight  or  value  which  lhould  be 
afligned  to  thefe  threats  or  appear¬ 
ances,  feemed  afterwards  to  treat 
them  with  the  mod  fovereign  con¬ 
tempt. 

It  was  by  this  fort  of  conduct, 
by  a  fyftem  of  procraftination  and 
tergiverfation,  that  the  court  of 
Berlin  now  found  her  politics  at 
once  overthrown,  her  hopes  frus¬ 
trated  ;  and  that  fhe  faw,  with  dif- 
may,  the  mod  effedlive  member  of 
the  alliance,  with  refpedl  to  the 
making  of  any  fuccefsful  impreffion 
upon  Ruffia,  after  all  the  wonderful 
exertions  which  he  had  made  in  the 
common  caufe,  irrecoverably  de¬ 
tached  from-  it  through  her  own 
fault,  \T;ho  buffered  this  mod  ufeful 
ally  to  be  reduced  nearly  to  the 
point  of  abfolutely  peridiing,  while 
die  was  amuiing  herfelf  with  the 
holiday  fports  of  talking  big  and 
parading  her  armies.  Nor  was  the 
lofs  of  her  ally  all  die  had  to  appre¬ 
hend,  (he  was  forely  afraid  (and  had 
reafon  to  be  fo,  as  it  feemed  highly 
probable)  that  her  late  friend  was 
bound  by  the  conditions  of  this 
peace  and  treaty  to  become  her 
a&ual  enemy,  and  to  join  Denmark 
in  a  triple  alliance  with  Ruffia. 

Nothing  could,  however,  exceed 
the  obloquy  which  was  thrown  up¬ 
on  the  king  of  Sweden  for  this  fliame- 
ful  defertion,  as  it  was  called,  of  his 
allies  ;  a  charge  to  which  were  added 
the  mod  reproachful  epithets.  Guf- 
tavus  vindicated  his  condudt  upon 
grounds  which  we  have  lately 


dated ;  while  his  victories,  his  con¬ 
tinual  bold  enterprises,  his  defeats* 
and  his  prodigious  Ioffes,  were  in- 
difputable  records  of  the  energy 
with  which  he  conducted  the  war, 
and  of  the  unequalled  hazards  and 
dangers  to  which  he  had,  for  fo  long 
a  time,  continually  expofed  his  per- 
fon,  his  brave  troops,  and  even  his 
country,  in  the  purfuit.  He  recri¬ 
minated  with  much  point  and  fe  ve¬ 
rity,  as  well  as  jiidice,  upon  the 
condudl  of  the  allies,  who  had  for 
three  years,  with  the  colded  indif¬ 
ference,  beheld  him  contending 
againil  a  fuperiority  of  force,  of 
which  there  were  few  examples,  and 
which  nothing  lefs  than  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  valour  of  his  troops  could 
have  fupported  even  for  a  Aiort 
time;  yet -through  that  long  period 
of  continual  and  unequal  conflict, 
attended  as  it  was  with  various  for¬ 
tune,  and  frequently  opprefied  and 
overborne  as  he  was  by  irrefiflible 
force,  until  he  was  at  length  Ihut 
up  in  the  bay  of  Wybourg,  from 
whence  (though  he  there  loll  a  no¬ 
ble  part  of  his  fleet)  his  deliverance' 
in  any  manner  feemed  fcarcely 
fliort  of  a  miracle,  not  a  Angle  fhip, 
not  a  Angle  man,  was  fent  by  any 
of  the  allies  to  his  afliftance  or  re¬ 
lief. 

The  king  found  it  much  more 
difficult  to  vindicate  himfqlf  from 
the  complaints  and  reproaches  of 
the  Ottomans,  becaufe  they  were 
much  better  founded,  than  from 
thofe  of  hrs  Chriffian,  allies.  BeAdes- 
the  great  fubfidies  which  the  Porte 
had  paid  to  Sweden  for  the  fup- 
porc  of  the  war,  the  parties  were 
firmly  bound  by  treaty,  not  to  con¬ 
clude  a  peace,  but  by  mutual  par¬ 
ticipation  and  confent;  fo  that  with 
refpect  to  the  Turks,  it  was  an  in- 
defenfible  and  Aiameful  violation 
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of  tompadt  and  public  faith.  The 
news  of  the  peace  accordingly  ap¬ 
peared  fo  incredible  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  that  at  firft  it  was  not  be¬ 
lieved  ;  but  when  the  account  was 
fo  well  confirmed  as  to  leave  no 
Toom  for  the  poffibility  of  doubt, 
nothing  could  exceed  the  ferment 
which  it  excited  in  that  capital. 
The  Swedes  had  juft  before  been 
among  the  molt  favoured  of  the 
Chriftian  nations  ;  Gultavus  was 
held  as  a  hero,  fcarcely  fecond  to 
Charles  the  T welfth,  whole  character 
was  ftill  held  by  the  Turks  in  the 
greatelt  veneration.  It  was  only  a 
few  days  before  the  intelligence  of 
this  fatal  ftroke  was  received,  that 
an  uncommonly  fine  and  valuable 
„  diamond,  which  had  beeh  fent  by 
Gultavus,  was  prefented  to  the  grand 
feignior..  Both  the  refident  Swe- 
difi  mini  (ter,  and  the  bearer  of  the 
prefent,  were  not  only  received  and 
treated  with  peculiar  marks  of  dif- 
tindtion  and  honour,  but  had  mag¬ 
nificent  pecuniary  ptefents  bellowed 
on  them;  while  nothing  could  ex¬ 
ceed  the  marks  ofapplaufe,  appro¬ 
bation,  and  even  Teeming  affedtion 
which  they  received  from  the  popu¬ 
lace;  who  appearing  to  forget  their 
ancient  pride,  bigotry,  and  animofi- 
ties,  are  reported  to  have  hailed  the 
Swedes  as  their  Chriftian  brothers. 
All  thefe  circumftances,  all  thefe  fa¬ 
vourable  fentiments,  all  the  ltrong 
opinions  founded  on  the  honour  and 
heroilm  of  the  king,  as  well  as  on  the 
native  honeltyand  generous  fidelity 
for  which  the  nation  had  ever  been 
renowned,  only  ferved  now  ftill  far¬ 
ther  to  aggravate  the  public  mind, 
and  to  increafe  the  prefent  ferment 
to  its  utmoft  pitch.  In  a  word,  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  indignation 
and  abhorrence,  which  this  adt  of 
bafenefs  and  treachery,  as  they  deem¬ 


ed  it  to  be,  produced  in  the  court  and 
government,  as  well  as  with  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  loweft  populace  at  Con- 
ftantinople  became  fo  outrageous  on 
this  occafion,  that  it  was  dangerous 
for  fome  time  for  a  Swede  to  appear 
in  the  ftreets. 

We  have  already  ftiewn  the  inac¬ 
tivity  of  the  Ruffian  armies  on  the 
borders  of  the  Danube,  during  the 
fummer,  and  ufual  feafon  of  adtion, 
in  the  year  1790;  and  likewife,  that 
this  inadtion  proceeded  from  politi¬ 
cal  and  not  from  military  caufes. 
It,  however,  fo  proved  in  the  event, 
that  this  delay  of  hoftility  was  of  the 
utmoft  advantage  to  the  Ruffians, 
and  that  ffew  circumftances  could, 
have  been  more  fatally  ruinous  to 
their  enemy.  For  the  former,  ha¬ 
ving  diredted  all  their  views  to  the 
proieCution  of  a  winter  campaign, 
the  Afiatic  troops,  who  formed  the 
bulk  of  the  Ottoman  armies,  had, 
according  to  their  eftablilbed  cuf- 
tom,  at  the  approach  of  that  feafon, 
all  repaft'ed  the  Hellefpont,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  native  countries. 
Thus  the  European  Turks  were  left 
fingly  to  contend  with  the  whole 
force  of  Ruffia;  nor  were  the  former, 
though  brave  in  the  higheft  fen fe 
that  the  term  Can  ba  underftood,  at 
all  to  be  compared  in  point  of  har- 
ainefs  to  the  Ruffian  foldiers.  For 
thefe  having  been  bred  in  thofe  fro¬ 
zen  Hyperborean  regions,  compara¬ 
tively  to  whofe  rigour  the  feverities 
of  a  Thracian  winter,  which  were  fo 
dreadful  to  the  ancients,  appeared 
to  be  a  fort  of  fummer,  they  even 
referred  a  winter  campaign  on  the 
Danube  to  one  in  any  other  feafon; 
at  the  fame  time  that  their  enemies 
were  torpid  with  the  cold,  and  from 
their  habiw  incapable  of  with- 

ftanding  the  keennefs  of  the  outward 
air. 
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Daring  this  (late  of  inadip.n  on 
the  Danube,  a  Ruffian  piratical  fqua- 
dron  in  the  Archipelago,  which  had 
done  infinite  mifchief  in  thofe 
iflands,  befides  greatly  impeding  the 
trade  to  the  Porte,  particularly  that 
from  Egypt,  which  was  more  valua¬ 
ble  than  any  other,  was  at  length 
totally  deftroyed,  through  the  un¬ 
daunted  courage,  or  barbarous  fero¬ 
city,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  Alge¬ 
rines  ;  a  race  of  men,  who  fetting 
all  laws  at  defiance,  difdained  to  be 
frightened  by  names  or  by  prophe¬ 
cies.  The  Ruffian  adventurers, 
who  were  joined  by  others  of  all 
the  furrounding  countries,  befides 
repeatedly  re-plundering  the  fmaller 
iflands  in  general,  had,  under  the 
condud  of  a  major  Lambro,  feized 
entirely  on  that  of  Zia,  where  they 
erected  fortifications,  and  hired  a 
body  of  Albanefe  foldiers  for  their 
defence,  and  for  fecuring  the  future 
poiTeffion  of  the  ifland. 

,T  0. ,  Seven  Algerine  cor- 
,  fairs,  boldly, and  indeedit 
179°-  might  be  faid  generouf- 
ly,  undertook  to  refcue  the  Archi¬ 
pelago  from  the  enormities  commit¬ 
ted  by  their  fellow  depredators;  and 
being  joined  by  fome  Turkifh  vef- 
fels,  which  were,  however,  of  little 
life  in  the  addon,  attacked  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fquadron  with  fiich  irrefiflible 
fury,  that  after  making  a  great 
daughter  of  them,and  finking  two  of 
their  bed  veffels,  they  forced  them 
to  run  the  red  on  fhore,  and  fet  fire 
to  them,  to  prevent  their  being 
taken.  Major  Lambro  was  himfelf 
wounded,  andefcaoed  on  fhore  with 
•  his  officers,  and  not  without  danger 
and  difficulty,  in  a  boat.  Thus  the 
Algerines  dfedualiy  performed  the 
fervice  they  had  undertaken,  and 
freed  the  iflands  and  the  Turkifh 


trade  from  all  farther  depreda¬ 
tion. 

During  the  date  of  inadion  which 
prevailed  on  the  borders  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  the  Turks  made  an  unfuccef- 
ful  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the 
Ruffian  provinces  on  the  fide  of  Ada; 
hoping  at  lead  to  make  fuch  a  diver- 
fion  as  might  be  the  means  of  draw¬ 
ing  part  of  their  attention,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  their  forces,  from  the  grand 
feene  of  adion.  On  this  defign,  the 
ferafquier  Batal  Bey,  a  Bafha  of 
three  tails,  ha<j.  advanced  with  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men  from 
Anapa,  and  entered  into  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  territories  or  conqueds.  But 
prince  Potemkin,  having  received 
early  information  of  this  defign,  had 
already  taken  meafures  to  defeat  it, 
by  ordering  the  Ruffian  forces  on 
the  borders  of  the  Cuban,  and  the  fide 
of  C?„ucafus,  to  alienable  and  repel 
the  enemy. 

Batal  Bey.  had  juft  03.  toth. 

paiieci  tne  river  Cu¬ 
ban,  when  he  was  immediately  en¬ 
countered  by  the  Ruffian  army  under 
general  Herman.  The  fuperiority 
of  the  Turks  was  faid  to  be  great, 
but  their  ufual  fortune  dill  clofely 
adhered  to  them.  They  were  com¬ 
pletely  and  totally  routed  ;  their  ge¬ 
neral,  and  all  his  principal  officers, 
made  prifoners ;  their  artillery, 
amounting  to  above  thirty  pieces, 
with  their  whole  camp,  tents,  bag¬ 
gage,  provifions,  ammunition,  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  army,  was 
taken.  The  Ruffian  account  of  the' 
action  is  indiftind:  we  may  how¬ 
ever  gather  from  it  that  either  a 
furprize  or  an  ambufeade  contributed 
fomething  to  this  very  cheap  and 
decifive  vidory. 

Some  naval  adions,  which  took 
place  betweeil  the  Ruffians  and 
•  .  Turks 
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Turks  in  the  Black  Sea,  are  ill  re¬ 
lated,  and  would  be  of  little  ac- 
.count  if  it  were  otherwife.  In  one 
'of  thefe,  it  is  faid,  that  a  Turkifh 
Ship  being  furrounded  by  feveral 
Ruffian,  and  the  captain  feeing  it 
impoffible  to  efcape,  he  boldly  grap¬ 
pled  one  of  the  largeft  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Blips,  and  fetting  fire  to  the 
powder-room,  blew  both  up  toge¬ 
ther.  In  another,  where  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  claimed  a  complete  viclory,  the 
captain  bafha,  who  commanded 
againft  them,  had,  on  his  return  to 
Conftantinople,  the  title  of  Ga‘d,  or 
Conqueror,  bellowed  on  him  by  the 
grand  v£gnior,  which  was  the  great- 
eft  honour,  that  could  be  confer¬ 
red. 

It  was  not  till  late  in  October 
that  the  Ruffian  armies  under  the 
princes  Potemkin,  Repnin,  and  ge¬ 
neral  Suwarow,  began  to  be  in  .mo¬ 
tion.  Their  movements  and  prepa¬ 
rations  foon  (hewed  their  determi¬ 
nation  of  making  a  vigorous  winter 
campaign.  Ifmailow,  on  the  Da¬ 
nube,  with  the  ftrongfortrefs  of  Brai- 
low,  which  would  complete  the  con- 
queft  of  Wallachia,  were  their  imme¬ 
diate  objects ;  and  their  more  remote 
were,  uoon  the  reduction  of  thefe 
-two  places,  to  pafs  the  Danube,  as 
general  Romanzovv  had  done  in  the 
former  war;  and  carrying  fire  and 
fword  into  the  heart  of  the  Ottoman 
dominions,  to  compel  the  Porte,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  poffibly  recal  its  Afiatic 
forces,  to  abandon  ,its  European 
hopes  and  connections ;  and  to  gratify 
the  fuperb  pride  ot  the  Emprefs,  by 
x  accepting  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  fhe 
pleafed  to  grant,  without  the  inter¬ 
ference  or  mediation  of  any  ocher 
power. 

Nothing  could  be  more  favourable 
to  the  execution  of  thefe  defigns 
than  the  deplorable  condition  at  this 


time  of  their  enemy,  every  circum- 
ftance  of  whofe  fituatiori  they  were 
perfectly  acquainted  with.  For  the 
ufually  great  Ottoman  army,  under 
the  condudt  of  the  grand  vizir  him- 
felf,  was  fo  miferably  reduced,  not 
only  by  the  departure  of  the  Afiatics, 
but  by  the  defertion  of  their  Euro¬ 
pean  forces,  as  to  be  eftimated  at 
only  about  48,000  men.  To  com¬ 
prehend  the  caufe  of  this  extreme 
weaknefs,  we  are  to  take  notice,  that 
The  bulk  of  the  Ottoman  armies  is 
compofed  of  men  who  hold  their  ef- 
tates  by  military  tenures,  and  who 
advance  to  battle  at  the  head  of  their 
vaftals,  as  our  barons  did  in  days  of 
old.  Thefe  men  not  being  bred  fol- 
diers,  though  very  ready  to'  fight 
bravely,  yet  having  been  always  ufed 
to  livedn  eafe  and  luxury,  are  ill  cal¬ 
culated  to  endure  tne  conftant  toils 
and  hardfhips  of  war;  but  however 
they  may  fubmit  to  them  in  fum- 
mer,  abhor  and  dread  beyond  all 
things  the  fe verities  of  winter  fer- 
vice.  The  defertion  among  ft  them 
was  accordingly  great ;  nor  could 
their  commander,  notwithstanding 
the  great  powers  which  he  poi fel¬ 
led,  reftrain  it  either  by  threats  or 
rewards. 

As  the  taking  of  Ifmailow  was 
one  of  the  moft  important  events, 
and  by  far  the  moft  cruel  and  la¬ 
mentable  which  took  place  even  in 
the  prefent  lavage  war,  and  was 
likewife  diftinguifhed  by  a  difplay 
of  the  moft  ferocious  intrepidity  on 
the  Gne  fide,  and  of  the  moft  un¬ 
daunted  and  unconquerable  valour 
on  the  other,  that  either  was  or  can 
be  exhibited,  we  fhall  on  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  enter  more  into  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  a  tranfadtion  which  muft  ever 
continue  memorable,  than  we  fliould 
have  done  upon  any  other  cccafiQn . 
It  happens  likewife  that  the  details 
IN]  3  given 
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given  of  this  horrid  cataftrophe 
have  been  more  dear  and  intelligi¬ 
ble,  than  any  other  we  ever  met  (at 
lead  fo  near  the  time  of  aCtion) 
which  related  the  operations  of  ei¬ 
ther  a  Ruffian  or  Turkifh  army.  It 
is  true  that  thefe  accounts  vary  in 
many  refpeCb ,  but  this  circumstance 
by  no  means  impugns  the  general 
veracity  of  the  relaters ;  who  could 
only  defcribe  thofe  things  which 
came  within  the  reach  of  their  own 
refpeClive  narrow  obfervation,  in  the 
Hate  of  horror,  danger,  confufton, 
and  ahfolute  darknefs,  which  over- 
fpread  the  fatal  fcene  through  the 
courfe  of  along  winter’s  night;  yet 
by  comparing  thefe  unconnected 
ftatements,  they  afford  fufficient  mat¬ 
ter  from  which  to  draw  fome  gene¬ 
ral,  though  not  entirely  precife 
ideas,  of  the  nature  and  courfe  of 
the  operations. 

Ifmailow,  from  the  importance 
of  its  fituation,  had  long  lince  been 
rendered  a  place  of  confiderable 
ftrength,  according  to  the  Turki(h 
ideas  and  knowledge  of  fortification, 
and  has  been  conftantly  regarded 
as  the  key  of  the  lower  Danube.  Of 
late  years,  the  works  were  improv¬ 
ed,  enlarged,  and  ftrengthened,  in  a 
mod  mafterly  manner,  under  the  able 
direction  of  a  Spanilh  engineer. 
The  baltions  were  by  him  all 
ft rongly  faced  with  done;  and  be- 
fides  perfecting  and  adding  ftrength 
to  the  old  works,  he  added  new  ones, 
according  to  the  modern  improved 
itile  of  fortification,  fo  that  every 
part  might  reciprocally  cover  and 
be  covered  by  another.  The  town 
was  furrounded  by  three  walls,  each 
of  thefe  covered  by  its  proper  ditch, 
and  all  the  ditches  of  confiderable 
breadth  and  dCpth,  befides  their 
undoubtedly  poffeffing  the  capabili- 
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ty  of  being  filled  by  the  waters  of  the 
Danube. 

To  defend  thefe  works,  with  many 
others  which  remain  unnoticed,  be¬ 
fides  a  grand  artillery,  amounting 
to  more  than  three  hundred  pieces, 
a  feleCt  and  numerous  garrifon  had 
been  early  allotted;  and  on  the  ap- 
proaching  feafon  of  menaced  dan- 
ger,  the  grand  vizir  in  perfon  rein¬ 
forced  it  with  13,000  chofen  troops ; 
fo  that  Ifmailow  might  be  truely  faid 
to  have  contained  the  flower  of  the 
Turkifh  army.  The  artillery  was 
committed  entirely  to  the  conduCi  and 
manage  of  European  engineers,  of 
whom  the  chief,  faid  to  be  an  En- 
gliiliman,  perithed  with  the  reft  in 
the  general  deftruCtiqn. 

General  Suwarow,  with  the  army 
which  he  particularly  commanded, 
was  appointed  to  the  arduous  talk 
of  reducing  this  very  ftrong  and  very 
important  fortrefs;  an  attempt,  at 
that  fevere  fegfon  of  the  year,  which 
muft  have  appeared  abfurd  and  im¬ 
practicable,  if  judged  of  according 
to  the  prefent  mode  of  conducting 
war,  and  by  the  rules  of  thofe  mo^ 
dern  tactics,  which  have  been  adopt¬ 
ed  and  eftablifhed  by  all  the  other 
military  nations  of  Europe. 

It  would  almoft  feem  as  if  that 
general  had  his  mind  heated  by 
newly  reading  the  annals  of  thofe 
ancient  ravagers  and  deftroyers  of 
his  country  (unlefs'  indeed  he  be 
himfelf  defcended  from  that  people) 
Gengis  Khan  and  Tamerlane.  For 
thefe  conquerors,  or  rather  deftroy¬ 
ers  of  mankind,  whofe  armies  con¬ 
fided  of  nearly  uncountable  myriads: 
of  men,  fetting  no  value  whatever 
upon  the  lives  of  their  troops,  and 
rendering  their  dead  bodies  almoft 
as  ufeful  as  if  they  had  been  living, 
by  applying  them  to  the  purpofes 
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of  filling  up  ditches,  and  forming 
mounts  for  the  foaling  of  walls,  dif- 
dained  to  lofe  time  in  befieging  any 
lace,  however  great  or  ftrong,  but 
y  pouring  in  innumerable  hordes  of 
frelh  men  in  fucceffion,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  were  killed,  carried  it  by  the  • 
continual  application  of  mere  brutal 
force,  facrificing  the  miferable.  in¬ 
habitants,  however  numerous,  to  the 
manes  of  their  own  llain,  of  whom, 
in  all  other  refpe&s,  they  made  fo 
light. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account  from 
what  other  example  general  Suwa- 
row  could  have  derived  the  delign 
of  taking  fuch  a  fortrefs  as  we  have 
deforibed,  and  fo  guarded  and  de¬ 
fended,  by  main  force,  and  thereby 
evading  the  hardfhips  and  incom- 
modities  of  a  regular  nege.  For 
this  purpofe  he,  however,  furround.- 
ed  the  place,  with  batteries  con- 
llrufled  on  every  fpot  of  ground 
which  could  anfwer  the  purpofe,  and 
thefe  loaded  with  forges  for  the  heat¬ 
ing  of  balls,  with  the  heavied  bat¬ 
tering  artillery  and  mortars,  as  well 
as  with  every  other  machine  yet  in¬ 
vented  for  the  pouring  of  dedruc- 
tion  into  the  place.  The  Ruffian 
cavalry  of  all  denominations  were 
compelled  to  difmount,  and  to  take 
an  equal  (hare  with  the  infantry  in 
this  defperate  affault.  » 

The  dreadful  roar  of  this  tremen¬ 
dous  artillery  was  opened  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Chridmas- 
day,  the  25th  of  December  1790, 
and  poured  fuch  fhowers  of  red-hot 
balls,  bombs,  and  carcaffies  into  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  town  and  works,  as 
foon  afforded  a  terrible  fpecimen  of 
the  horrors  which  were  to  enfue. 
At  feven  o’clock  the  Ruffian  army 
advanced  to  the  attack  with  the  ut- 
moll  intrepidity,  and  with  all  the 
pride  and  confidence  of  affured  fuC'- 
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cefa.  It  was  divided  into  eight 
columns,  the  principal  being  led  by 
general  Suwarow  in  perfon,  the 
others  by  their  refpe&ive  generals, 
and  each  column  appropriated  to  its 
particular  point  of  attack.  They 
were  every  where  encountered  with 
the  moft  noble  and  perfevering  va¬ 
lour  by  the  Ottomans.  A  moll  def¬ 
perate  conflict  enfued,  which  laded 
feveral  hours,  the  lowed:  eftimates 
making  its  continuance  three,  and 
was  fo  feverely  fought,  that  the 
Ruffians  defcribe  it  as  a  dreadful 
battle.  The  affailants  were  at  length, 
totally  repulfed  with  a  terrible 
(laughter.  The  Ruffians  feem  to 
have  been  fo  daggered  by  this  re- 
pulfe,  and  the  (laughter  by  which  it 
was  accompanied,  that  general  Su- 
warovv  was  faid  to  have  been  oblig- 
ged  to  exhibit  an  extraordinary  a<d 
of  the  mod  defperate  valour  in  his 
own  perCon;  in  order  to  re-animate 
them,  and  to  recal  their  refolution. 
He  is  faid  to  have  fnatched  a  lland- 
ard,  and  running  up  a  Turkifh  bat¬ 
tery,  to  have  planted  it  with  his  own 
hands  on  the  top,  calling  out  to  the 
troops,  and  alking  them,  whether  they 
would  fuffer  the  difgrace  to  fall  upon 
their  country,  of  its  dandard  beings 
carried  in  triumph  by  the  infidels  ? 

The  a&ion  was  accordingly  re¬ 
newed  with  redoubled  fury,  each  fide 
appearing  fully  determined  to  con- 
queT  or  to  die.  The  fird  parapet  was 
at  length  carried,  after  another  long 
and  dreadful  confliid.  The  aftioii 
then  feemed  to  become  more  obdinate 
and  doubtful  than  it  had  yet  done; 
the  Turks  draining  every  nerve  to 
Tecover  what  they  had  lod,  and  all 
thoughts  of  perfonal  prefervation  or 
life  being  totally  difmiffed.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians,  however,  being  reinforced  by 
frefh  troops,  and  the  Ottomans  wea¬ 
ried  and  worn  down  by  fuch  long  and 
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continual  afticn,  the  befieged  we?C^t^was  involved,  rallied  defperatelyupoit 
length  beaten  back  to  the  defence  cf  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy,  in  order 
theTecond  parapet.  The  fuperiority  to  ftiorten  their  mifery ;  while  thofe' 
of  the  affailants  now  became  appa-  who  could  reach  the  Danube  threw 
rent;  and'  as  it  invigorated  their  ex-  themfelves  headlong  into  it,  for  the 
ertions  and  animated  their  fpirits,  it  fame  purpofe.  *The  ftreets  and  pal- 
equally  diminiftied  the  hope  and  de-  .  fages  were  fo  choked  by  the  heaps 
prefled.  the  exertion  jof  the  enemy,  of  dead  and  dying  bodies  which,  lay 
The  fecond  and  third  parapets,  after  a  in  them,  as  conndcrably  to  impede 
long  courfeandlucceffionVf  the  moft  the  progrefs  of  the  vi&ors  in  their 

eager  fearch  for  plunder. 

The  riling  fun  exhibited  fuch  a 
fpe&acle  in  Ifmailow,  as  it  is  faid 
had  not  for  feveral  ages  flocked  the 
eyes  and  feelings  of  the  beholders^ 
body  of  the  It  was  calculated  that  about  24,000 
of  the  Turkifi  foldiery  perifhed 
from  frll  to  laid  in  this  bloody  con-  . 
tef,  including  thofe  who  threw 
themfelves  into  the  Danube.  No  1 
quarter  was  demanded,,  nor  would, 
tne  demand  have  been  lifened  to 
if  there  had.  Among  thofe  who 
fell  were  a  number  of  the  braved, 
mold  experienced,  and  renowned 
commanders  in  the  Turkifi  armies. 
Six  or  feven  Tartar  princes,  of  the  il- 
luidrious  line  of  Gherai,  likewife  pe- 


obf  Nat?  and  bloody  cohfhfds  which, 
it  is  /aid,  were  ever  fought,  or  are 
any  where  recorded  in  t  e  annals  of 
liiforv,  were  finally  carried,  and 
about  midnight  the  conquering  Ruf¬ 


fians  entered  the 
place. 

No  pen  could  deferibe,  nor,  if  it 
were  pofible,  could  humanity  bear 
the  recital,  of  the  horrors  which  en¬ 
dued.  The  ferocious  vi&ors,  inldead 
of  being  ft  ruck  with  admiration  or 
refpefl  by  the  noble  defence  of  the 
brave  garrifon,  were  fo  enraged  at 
the  great  daughter  cf  their  fellows 
which  had  taken  place,  that  no 
bounds  could  be  prescribed  to  the 
excels  of  their  fury,  nor  did  it  feem 
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that  any  amount  of  defru&ion,  or  riihed  with  the  ref.  The  Rulhan 
any  quantity  of  human  blood,  could  generals  put  a  fop  to  the  carnage 
fatiate  their  revenge.  The  undif-  in  the  morning,  by  which  a  few  hun- 
tinguified  carnage  which  then  took  dreds  of  prifoners  were  preferved,  to 
place  was  rendered  more  dreadful,  ferve  as  melancholy  recorders  and 
by  the  continual  heavy  firing,  the  witnefies  of  the  defrudion  which 
jdarknefs  of  the  night,  the  groans  of  they  had  beheld,  and  of  the  fupe- 
the dying, arid  the  lamentable  firieks  rior  prowefs  of  the  vi&ors.  The 
of  the  women  and  children.  All  body  of  the  brave  governor  was 
order  and  command  feem  to  have  found  and  known,  although  nearly- 
been  entirely  at  an  end  during  the  cut  to  pieces.  In  confequence  of 
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horrors  of  that  dreadful  night;  and  an  accurate  enquiry  fet  on  foot  by  an 
it  is  faid  that  the  officers  could  nei-  Ottoman  commander  of  rank,  it 
ther  retrain  the  daughter,  nor  pre-  appears,  that  the  whole  number  of 
vent  the  general  plunder,  made  by  Turks  who  perilhed  in  the  daughter 
the  lawn  is  and  ferocious  foldiery.  at  ifmailow,  including  the  inhabi- 
It  is  alio  faid  that  thoufands  cf  the  tants  of  ail  ages,  fexes,  and  condi- 
Turks,  incapable  -of  enduring,  the  tions,  amounted  to  30,8 16. 
fight  of  the  horrid. feenes  of  deftruc-  It  was,  however,  a  dearly  bought 

tionin  whichall  that  was  dear  to  them  and  bloody  purchafe  to  the  vi&ors. 

x '  & 
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It  appeared  by  the  returns  that 
13,000  Ruffians  had  fallen  in  the  af- 
fault.  It  appears  by  an  extra  ft  of  a 
letter,  laid  to  be  written  by  our 
countrymen  colonel  Cobley,  who  • 
commanded  the  difmounted  huffars 
of  the  Bog  in  this  bloody  affair,  that 
his  reo-iment  at  the  commencement 

<Zj 

of  the  dorm  confided  of  975  effec¬ 
tive  men,  and  by  the  returns  next 
day  it  appeared  to  have  loft  two 
majors,  14.  captains  and  fubalterns, 
and  600  private  men;  the  colonel 
himfelf  being  likevvife  feverely 
wounded.  That  gentleman  had  the 
fingular  fortune  and  honour,  as  it 
may  well  be  confidered  in  fuch  a 
fcene  of  horror  and  confufion,  to 
preferve  the  lives  and  to  proteft 
300  beautiful  Circaffian  ladies,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  governors  haram, 
who  were  on  the  point  of  precipi¬ 
tating  themfelves  into  the  Danube 
to  efcape  the  violation  of  the  fol- 
diers.  As  this  number  was  too  yreat 
for  one  haram,  it  is  probable  that 
the  inhabitants  of  feveral  others 
(perhaps  of  all  thofe  appertaining  to 
the  great  commanders)  had  fled 
thither  for  refuge,  as  the  terror  and 
confufion  increafed. 

The  Ruffians  had  a  number  of 
armed  gallies,  and  other  light  vef- 
fels  on  the  Danube,  which  were 
filled  with  Coffacks.  The  extreme 
avidity  of  that  favage  people  for 
plunder,  as  well  as  the  defperate 
courage  with  which  a  near  profpeft 
of  it  infpires  them,  are  circumitan- 
ces  well  known.  The  part  of  the 
town  which  lay  next  the  river  was 
far  weaker  than  any  other,  and  was 
accordingly  attacked  by  the  Cof¬ 
facks  with  great  effeft,  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  army  commenced  the 
grand  affault.  This  attack  on  the 
weak  fide,  at  the  fame  time  that  the, 
garrifon  was  fo  fully  occupied  and 
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deeply  involved  on  the  other,  could 
not  but  greatly  facilitate  the  fuccefs 
of  the  affailants,  if  the  effeft  even 
reached  no  farther  than  merely  the 
di&urbance  which  it  caufed  in  the 
minds  of  the  foldiers,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  condensation  and  hopelefsnefs 
which  it  could  not  but  fprcad.  The 
Coffacks  burd  into  the  town  about 
the  fame  time  that  the  grand  army 
did,  and  no  doubt  bore  a  full  fhare 
in  the  enfuing  enormities. — Such 
was. the  lamentable  fate  of  Ifmailow. 

The  odentatious  and  fantadic  dis¬ 
play  of  the  bloody  trophies  taken  at 
Ifmailow,  which  was  feme  time  after 
exhibited  at  Peteriburpdi,  was  un- 
worthy  the  greatnefs,  the  magnanimi¬ 
ty,  and  the  high  charafter  of  the  em- 
prefs  Catherine.  The  tragedy  ffiould 
have  clofed  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
lad  aft  on  the  fpot.  It  was  attri¬ 
buted  more  to  a  defire  of  gratifying 
the  exceffive  vanity  of  prince  Potem¬ 
kin,  which  was  not  eafily  fatiated, 
than  to  that  of  the  emprels  her- 
felf. 

After  the  affair  at  Ifmailow,  the 
Ruffians,  under  the  princes  Repnin, 
Galitzin,  and  other  generals,  fre¬ 
quently  eroded  the  Danube,  and 
continually  routed  the  Turks  where- 
ever  they  could  come  up  with  them. 
Thefe  aftions  were,  however,  of  no 
confequence  to  any  but  the  parties 
immediately  concerned,  and  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  attainment  of  the  great 
objeft  in  view,  of  compelling  the 
Turks  to  accept  of  peace  upon  any 
terms  the  emprels  would  voUchfafe 
to  grant  them,  without  the  interfer¬ 
ence  or  mediation  of  any  European 
power.  In  the  meantime  the  grand 
vizir,  with  his  difpirited  and,  it  may 
be  faid,  broken-hearted  army,  was 
glad  to  retire  for  feeder  into  the 
defiles  and  fadneffes  of  the  antient 
mount  Hemus, 


That 
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That  minifter  and  general  having 
again  formed  a  confiderable  army, 
and  met  with  fome  fuccefles,  was  at 
length,  in  the  courfe  of  thefummer, 
defeated  on  the  Bulgarian  fide  of  the 
Danube  by  prince  Repnin.  The 
a&ion  was  only  partial;  for  through 
fome  circumftances  in  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  the  Turkifh  cavalry 
were  thrown  into  diforder  by  the 
Ruffian  artillery,  and  routed,  before 
the  infantry  could  come  up  to  their 
fupport.  This  misfortune  occafion- 
ed  fuch  a  panic,  as  ended  in  a  gene¬ 
ral  flight  of  the  whole  army.  This 
early  flight,  with  the  extreme  rough- 
nefs  of  the  country,  prevented  any 
confiderable  lofs  of  men. 

It  was  nearly  about  the  time  of 
this  defeat  in  Bulgaria,  that  a  very 
bloody  and  hard  fought  affair  took 
place  at  the  city  or  town  of  Anapa, 
on  the  borders  of  Cireaffia,  in  Afia. 
It  may  be  prefumed  that  the  place 
was  of  no  great  ftrength,  as  the 
Turks  entrenched  themfelves  ft rong- 
ly  in  a  fortified  camp  for  its  protec¬ 
tion.  Their  force  is  rated  in  the 
Peterfburgh  accounts  at  10,000 
Turks,  and  15,000  Circaffians  and 
Tartars;  all  of  whom  are  faid  to 
have  fought  with  the  greateft  ob- 
ftinacy.  Other  accounts  make  their 
force  much  lefs.  Whatever  their 
T  .  ,  numbers  were,  the  Ruffian 

’  generalGodowitch attacked 
1791*  them  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  after  a  moft  defperate 
and  bloody  engagement,  which  laft- 
ed  for  five  hours,  he  fucceeded  in 
Forming  the  camp  and  the  town, 
though  every  foot  of  the  ground  was 
feverely  diiputed.  The  {laughter 
was  of  courfe  great,  nor  couldi 
It  be  confined  to  one  fide  only ; 
but  we  do  not  hear  that  the  viftory 
was  fttllred  by  any  of  thofe  cruelties 
which  fo  deeply  ftained  the  Ruffian 


arms  at  Ifmailow.  A  *Taft  number 
of  Turks,  including  the  command¬ 
ing  baflia,  and  feveral  other  general 
officers,  were  made  prifoners.  Se¬ 
venty-one  pieces  of  artillery  were 
likewife  taken. 

Thefe  were  the  laft  a&ions  of  this 
favage  war,  which  with  refpeft  to 
carnage  and  cruelty  exceeded  any 
other  that  has  been  known  in  modern 
times.  For  the  diftrefies  of  the  Porte 
were  now  fo  great,  and  the  dangers 
with  which  the  empire  was  environ¬ 
ed  fo  imminent,  that  the  grand  ful- 
tan  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  inevi¬ 
table  neceffity,  and  accept  of  fuch 
terms  as  the  emprefs  was  pleafed  to 
diftate— Such  were  thA 
the  circumltances  un-  " 

der  which  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Ga- 
latz  was  fuddenly  concluded,  on  the 
1  ith  of  Auguft,  1791. 

True  to  the  character  of  haughty 
independence,  which  Ihe  had  main¬ 
tained  through  the  whole  of  this 
war,  the  emprefs  in  the  very  laft 
fcene  of  it  feemed  defirous  to  mor¬ 
tify  rather  than  conciliate  the  allied 
powers:  fuch  at  leaft  was  her  beha¬ 
viour  to  the  Britifh  court.  Mr. 
Fawkener  had  been  font  as  an  envoy 


extraordinary,  to  affifl:  in  the  nego¬ 
tiation  of  the  peace  ;  and  about  the 
fame  time  a  gentleman  connected 
both  by  friendlhip  and  blood  with 
the  illuftrious  leader  of  the  oppo- 
fition  party  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
arrived  at  the  court  of  St.  Peterf-  j 
burg.  Whatever  was  the  objecff  of 
his  vifit,  whether  to  colleci  for  his 
friend  more  accurate  information, 
fuch  as  a  ftatefman  ought  to  ufe  all 
fair  means  of  obtaining  on  fo  great  a 
political  queffion  relative  to  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  Europe,  or  any  other  pur- 
pofe  lefs  laudable,  his  prefence  there 
was  by  the  emprefs  made  the  occa- 
fion  of  (hewing  a  marked  flight  tor 
,  '  the 
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the  minifter  of  our  government. 
Whenever  fhe  fpoke  to  the  latter  at 
her  public  court,  fhe  fo  contrived  as 
at  the  lame  time  to  place  the  former 
on  her  right  hand,  in  the  llation  of 
honour;  and  on  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  Ihe  gave  prefents  exa£Uy  of 
the  fame  kind  to  both,  but  of 
greater  value,  and  with  fome  addi¬ 
tional  articles,  to  the  rep  refen  tative 
of  Mr.  Fox.  Neither  of  thefe  en¬ 
voys,  however,  feems  to  have  influ¬ 
enced  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Ga- 
latz  one  way  or  the  other;  fince  the 
articles  were  in  fubftance  what  had 
been  offered  by  prince  Potemkin  at 
Jalfy  before  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  1790.  Ruffia  retained  Oc- 
zakow  and  the  country  between  the 
Bog  and  the  Dnieper,  with  the  free 
navigation  of  the  latter  river:  the 
reft  of  her  conquefts  fhe  reftored. 

In  all  hiftories  there  are  particular 
epochs,  which  feem  naturally  to  di¬ 
vide  one  portion  of  time  from  ano¬ 
ther;  where  every  man  of  an  ob- 
ferving  and  contemplative  mind 
flops  alrrioft  involuntarily  to  reflect 
on  many  objects,  which  he  had  paf- 
fed  unnoticed  in  his  way,  and  to 
trace  by  fome  fixed  land-marks  the 
general  courfe  of  his  future  journey. 
Such  an  epoch  is  the  clofe  of  the 
ear  1791  :  it  is  the  narrow  ifthmus 
etween  two  feas  of  blood.  We 
have  juft  feen  the  final  pacification 
of  the  three  mighty  empires,  which 
had  fo  deeply  died  the  ftreams  of 
the  Dnieper,  the  Niefter,  and  the 
Danube  with  human  daughter;  and 
we  have  endeavoured  to  develope 
the  political  confiderations  which 
put  an  end  to  the  contentions  of 
ambition.  The  league  which  had 
been  formed  between  the  emprefs 
Catherine  and  the  emperor  Jo- 
feph  had  been  dilfolved  by  Leo¬ 
pold:  and  on  the  ether  hand  the 
counter-league,  which  had  been  iu- 


tended  as  a  barrier  againft  the  views 
of  thefe  confederated  powers,  fnap- 
ped  lliort  the  firft  moment  that  a 
ferious  trial  was  made  of  its  ftrength 
and  folidity,  leaving  Ruffia  free  to 
obtain  the  important  acquilition 
which  Ihe  fo  much  defired  to  add  to 
her  vaft  and  formidable  empire.  But 
other  combinations  foon  followed, 
and  were  attended  by  a  fucceffion 
of  events,  ftill  more  momentous,  that 
threaten  wholly  to  fubvert  the  an- 
tient  fyftem  of  Europe,  both  in  the 
North  and  the  South. 

The  revolutions  of  Poland  and 
France,  one  the  pretended,  and  the 
other  the  real  caufe  of  a  new  war, 
afiumed  in  this  year  fomething  of  a 
determinate  ihape.  Both,  though 
of  an  oppofite  chara&er,  and  arifing 
out  of  very  different  ci  cumftances, 
began  nearly  about  the  fame  period 
of  the  year  1789:  both  purlued, 
through  the  year  1790,  the  courfe 
fuited  to  the  genius  of  each;  the 
former  in  tranquillity,  and  amidlt 
the  moft  fincere  delight  of  all  or¬ 
ders  of  men,  working  itfelf  purer 
as  it  went ;  the  latter  with  turbu¬ 
lence  and  violence,  amidft  the  pro* 
feription,  exile,  and  maflacre  of  the 
higher  claffes  of  fociety,  contraft- 
ing  a  fouler  ftain  of  pollution,  as  it 
proceeded  through  horrors  of  the 
moft  atrocious  kind ;  till  in  this 
year  both  fettled  for  a  fhort  time 
into  lyftems  of  government  which 
profeffed  equally  to  look  to  the 
Engiifn  conftitution :  one,  as  to  a 
model  of  excellence  only  to  be  at¬ 
tained  by  patient  improvement ;  the 
other,  as  to  a  bungling  attempt  to 
be  defpifed  by  the  fuperior  (kill  of 
the  prefent  age.  The  next  year, 
however,  faw  both  one  and  the 
other  aflailed  by  a  foreign  force. 
The  conftitution  of  Poland,  weak 
as  fhe  internally  was  from  the  con- 
fequences  of  her  former  anarch  v, 

fell 
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fell  under  it.  That  of  France  re-  count  d’Artois,  hearing  of  the  in¬ 
filled  the  lhocks  of  invading  ar-  tendon,  repaired  to  the  place,  with  a 
riiies ;  but  in  the  fame  moment  met  very  fmall  and  feleft  train  of  French 
the  dehrudlion  which  hung  over  it,  noblemen.  The  meeting  feemed 
during  the  whole  of  its  feeble  exif-  merely  to  be  a  party  of  pleafure, 
tence,  from  the  reliefs  and  criminal  and  the  time,  for  the  few  days  it 
intrigues  ofher  own  internal  factions;  laked,  to  be  wholly  occupied  by  balls, 
since  which  time  they  have  gone  plays,  and  hunting.  The  league, 
on  mutually  butchering  each  ether,  or  whatever  bulinefs  adlually  did 
under  various  changes  of  republican  there  pafs,  was  kept  a  profound  fe- 
anarchy,  yet  all  the  while  adding  cret;  yet  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  has 
•con quell  to  conquek,  and  extending  been  as  familiar  in  the  mouths  of 
their  dominion  by  the  help  of  their  men,  as  ever  was  the  treaty  of  Well- 
principles,  no  lefs  than  the  fword,  phalia,  the  Pyrenees,  or  Utrecht, 
far  beyond  the  examples  of  her  It  has  been  fuppofed,  like  the  pre^ 
rack  powerful  and  ambitious  mo-  tended  treaty  of  Pavia,  to  have  pat¬ 
riarchs.  ceiled  out  the  territories  both  of 

The  origin  of  both  thefe  inva-  Poland  and  France,  as  well  as  to 
lions  (of  Poland  and  France)  is  by  have  re-modelled  the  circles  of  the 
the  admirers  of  the  new  political  doc-  Germanic  empire, 
trines  attributed  folely  'to  fmifler  With  refpedt  to  Poland,  every 
views  of  urijuk  aggrandizement  in  thing  is  furmife  and  fufpicion.  A 
the  neighbouring  powers,  and  efpe-  paper,  it  is  true,  was  circulated  on 
Gaily  in  the  emperor  Leopold.  An  the  continent,  as  containing  the  lii- 
inkrument  has  even  been  publilhed,  pulations  actually  agreed^  at  PiL  1 
purporting  to  be  a  treaty  of  parti-  iiitz  ;  and  in  it  there  is  certainly  men¬ 
tion,  iigned  by  him  at  Pavia  in  the  tion  of  Poland.  But  it  was  in  no 
month  of  July  1791,  and  regulat-  way  authenticated,  and  has  never1 
ing  the  diimemberment  of  Poland  been  fubfequently  owned;  on  the 
and  France.  But  it  is  on  the  face  contrary,  it  was  immediately  dif- 
of  it  *  a  coarfe  and  clumfy  forgery,  avowed  in  an  official  note  of  the 
The  chief  clamour,  however,  has  PruiTian  miniker  at  Munich.  Such, 
been  dire&ed  agaiuk  a  congrefs  however,  as  thefe  articles  are  on  the 
which  certainly  did  take  place  at  fubjeft  of  Poland,  they  arc  utterly  in- 
-  Pilnitz,  a  fummer  rehdence  belong-  confident  with  the  treaty  afferted  to 
ing  to  the  eleflor  of  Saxony,  not  have  been  figned  by  the  emperor 
Jar  from  Drefden.  The  emperor,  in  the  preceding  month  at  Pavia, 
accompanied  by  his  eldek  fon  Fran-  There  (we  are  to  believe)  it  was 
cis,  prince  of  Hungary,  there  met  poiitively  arranged  that  the  em- 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  his  fon  the  prefs  of  Ruffiia  fhould  undertake  the  j 
prince  royal.  Some  few  of  their  invafion  of  Poland,  and  be  allowed; 
principal  rninikers  and  favourite  to  retain  for  herfelf  a  part  of  Podo- ; 
generals  were  alio  prefent.  The  lia;  that  the  eledlor  of  Saxony, 

*  To  the  Enghfli  reader  a  mere'recital  of  one  paflage  will'  be  fufficient.  By  this 
pretended  treaty,  Spain  was  to  have  Corfica'and  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo ; 
and  Great  Britain  is  laid  to  have  acceded  to- this  treaty  as  early  as  March  1791.— 
No  comment  can  be  nccefiary  at  this  day.  See  alfo  fome  obiervatiens  relative  to 
Poland,  which  follow  a  little  lower  in  the  text. 

-  '  ‘  -  fhould 
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ihould  be  raifed  to  the  hereditary 
thrpne  of  Poland,  which  he  was  to 
tranfmit  through  his  daughter  to  the 
dcfcendants  of  Catherine’s  youngeA 
grand-fon ;  and  in  return  that  he 
Ihould  cede  Lufatia  to  Frederick 
William,  who  was  alfo  to  have 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  with  the  pala¬ 
tinate  on  the  eaA,  to  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia.  But  here,  a  month  after, 
we  find  every  thing  unfettled.  All 
If  ill  remained  to  be  done ;  for  vve  are 
told  that  Leopold  engaged  only  to 
employ  his  influence  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing  Catherine  into  the 
fcheme  of  fettling  the  Polifh  crown 
on  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  and  to  ufe 
his  good  offices  both  with  her  and 
the  republic  of  Poland  to  obtain 
Dantzic  and  Thorn  for  the  king  of 

O 

Pruffia.  This  is  more  probable,  as 
it  is  more  agreeable  to  the  views 
and  intereAs  of  the  contracting  pow¬ 
ers  ;^it  is  lefs  liable  to  be  falfified,  as 
k  is  couched  in  more  general  terms ; 
and  it  is  capable  of  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  free  from  all  injuftice,  as  it 
in  no  cafe  propofes  hoftile  force, 
and  rather  points  in  one  material 
part  to  the  fupport  of  the  new  con- 
flitution  of  Poland,  which  had  gratui- 
toufly  named  the  eleCior  of  Saxony 
for  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty. 
Bat  neither  one  nor  the  other  ac¬ 
cords  with  the  faCi;  for  the  emDrefs 
of  Ruflia  invaded  the  country  under 
the  pretence  of  afiiAing  a  fmall  fac¬ 
tion  of  the  nobility  who  claimed  her 
guarantee  of  the  old  anarchy,  and 
her  complaint  was  exprefsly  and 
particularly  levelled  againA  the  fub- 
Aitution  of  an  hereditary  for  an 
elective  monarchy.  AmidA  thefe 
contradictions  the  only  fafe  clue  for 
the  guidance  of  the  hiAorian  is  never 
to  let  out  of  his  hand  the  line  of 
fads  which  he  does  know,  and  by 
that  help  to  explore  his  way  with 
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vigilance  and  caution,  as  well  as  her 
can>  through  the  mazes  and  intrica¬ 
cies  of  political  intrigue.  In  this 
manner,  therefore,  we  fhall  conduCt 
otfrfelves;  and  in  our  next  volume 
prefcnt  an  uninterrupted  narrative 
of  the  revolution  in  Poland,  from  its 
origin  in  1789  to  the  nominal  re- 
eAablifhment  of  the  former  anarchi¬ 
cal  conAitution  at  the  end  of  ijQ2r 
immediately  previous  to  the  firA 
avowal  of  a  new  partition,  which 
the  courts  df  Petersburg  and  Berlin 
grounded  on  the  falfe  charge  of  a- 
connection  with  the  prevailing 
faClions  and  doCtrines  of  France. 

The  affairs  of  France  certain!/ 
did  come  under  confideratiori  at  Pil- 
nitz.  A  feparate  article,  (if  it  were 
not  in  truth  the  only  obligation  there 
formally  contracted)  has  been  pub- 
liAied,  and  there  is  reafon  to  think  it 
genuine.  It  relates  wholly  to  that 
country.  What  it  is,  we  fhall  in  the 
proper  place  more  minutely  enquire  ; 
but  at  prefent  it  feems  only  neceffarv 
to  Aate  generally  the  queition  which 
has  been  raifed  upon  it.  By  one 
party  it  is  infiAed  that  no  cafe  of  in¬ 
terference  by  other  powers  can  grow 
out  of  the  internal  tranfaCtions  of  an. 
independent  nation ;  and  that  the 
convention  of  Pilnitz  muA  neceffa- 
rily  be  viewed  only  as  an  unprinci¬ 
pled  confpiracy  of  monarchs  againft 
liberty.  They  have  given  out  “  the 
“  league  of  defpots,”  as  a  fort  of 
watch-word  in  this  country  and 
throughout  Europe;  nor  will  they 
ever  confent  to  mount  higher  or  to 
defeend  lower  in  feeking  the  caufe 
of  the  war  and  all  that  has  followed, 
of  difguAing  and  {hocking  enormi¬ 
ties  in  France,  and  of  mifery  to  the 
furrounding  countries,  which  ha've 
been  repeatedly  ravaged  in  the  name 
of  fraternity.  On  the  other  hand  it 
is  contended,  that  the-  whole  .Ger¬ 
manic; 
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manic  body,  and  every  member  of 
it,  had  many  juft  external  caufes  of 
war  againft  France ;  and  that  in  the 
internal  tranfadlions  of  that  king¬ 
dom  there  exifted  fuch  circumftances 
as  warranted  and  demanded  a  con¬ 
cert  of  the  neighbouring  powers  for 
the  common  fecurity,  agreeably  to 
the  received  maxims  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  practice  of  all  ages; 
that  the  concert  was  but  proviftonal, 
and  the  execution  of  it  declared  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  fufpence,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  actual  hoftilities  were 
forced  on  by  the  united  ftrength  of  the 
republican  and  anarchical  factions  of 
France  for  the  deftrudtion  of  their 
king  :  and  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of 
the  ipirit  on  both  fides,  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  when  France  firft  de¬ 
clared  war,  eight  months  after  the 
congrefs\  at  Pilnitz,  the  Auftrian 
forces  in  the  Netherlands  did  not 
exceed,  and  never  had  exceeded,  ten 
thoufand  men ;  while  France  had 
increafed  the  troops  on  her  frontier 
to  no  lets  than  a  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand. 

To  form  a  fair  and  impartial 
judgment  on  fuch  an  expofition  of 
the  motives  which  adluated  the 
combined  powers  (and  it  is  a  Ihort 
fummary  of  the  grounds  contained 
in  the  public  declarations  of  Auftria 
and  Pruffia)  it  is  abfolutely  eften- 
tial,  that  the  reader  Ihould  have  be¬ 
fore  him,  in  one  connedted  view,  the 
events  which  preceded  and  followed 
the  congrefs  of  Pilnitz,  down  to 
the  moment  of  the  adtual  aggreffion 
of  France  :  and  the  period  from 
which  that  furvey  ought  to  com¬ 
mence  feems  to  be  the  opening  of 
the  year  1791,  when  the  national 


affembly  thought  their  conftitutiori 
fo  far  complete,  as  to  be  able  to 
trace  out  their  remaining  labours* 
and  fix*  the  time  for  the  abdication 
of  their  own  authority;  when,  con* 
fequently,  they  gave  on  their  parts 
the  notice  foon  after  conveyed  more 
officially  and  dire&ly  by  M.  Mont* 
morin’s  circular  letter  in  the  king’s 
name,  that  foreign  ftates  might  be¬ 
gin  fairly  to  eftimate  by  its  good 
or  bad  eifedh  that  conftitution 
which  was  to  be  a  pattern  of  per* 
feilion  to  the  wdrld.  We  ftiall 
therefore  referve  this  fubjedt  entire 
for  the  early  chapters  of  the  next 
volume,  where  we  conceive  that  a 
general  hiftorian,  writing  of  a  paft 
age,  would  think  it  moft  expedient 
to  place  it. 

In  the  mean  time  let  us  paufe,  and 
fhortly  review  the  ftate  of  Europe, 
fuch  as  it  was  before  the  exploftort 
of  the  French  revolution,  and  fuch 
as  it  had  become  at  the  clofe  of  this 
year  —The  benevolent  fpirit  of  im* 
provement,  which  ftarted  at  once  into 
adlion  in  every  quarter,  as  foon  as 
tranquillity  had  been  reftoredby  the 
peace  of  1763,  early  challenged  our 
attention,  and  received  our  praife* 
Several  chapters  in  the  beginning  of 
our  tenth  volume  were  occupied  in 
tracing  its  progrefs  through  every 
region  of  Europe,  and  following  it 
to  the  very  feraglio  of  Conftanti- 
nople;  fince  which  time  we  have 
been  agreeably  called  *  on  various 
occafions  to  refuine  the  narrative. 
But  when  this  fubjedt  laft  came  in 
review  before  us,  not  long  prior  to 
the  revolution  in  France,  we  faw, 
and  f  could  not  conceal  that  we 
faw,  fome  approaching  danger  in  the 


*  See  particularly  Ann.  Reg.  Vo],  XIX.  Hift.  Art.  p.  136.  and  Chron.  p.  191. 

— V°l-  XXIV-  H‘ft-  Art.  pp.  1  a  and  13.  Vol.  XXVII.  Hift.  Art.  pp.  3  and  4. 
—and  Vol.  XXVIIT.  Hift.  Art.  p.  169.  ** 

i*  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  XXVIII,  Hift,  Art.  pp.  39  and  30. 
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growing  paffion  for  innovation,  to 
which  all  reform  is  more  or  lefs  re¬ 
lated,  as  the  moral  virtues  are  to 
thofe  vices  into  which  they  pafs  by 
excefs;  and  if  we  Hill  entertained  a 
hope  of  the  final  iffue,  it  was  a  hope 
chaftized  by  fear,  and  exprefled  in  a 
doubtful  wilh.  It  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  recapitulate  here  all  that 
has  been  already  detailed  ;  we  fhall 
endeavour  only  to  give  the  general 
refult,  at  the  sera  of  which  we  fpeak, 
as  it  then  affeded  the  condition  of  all 
thofe  dalles  into  which  the  nations 
of  E  urope  are  diftributed,  and  con¬ 
trail  it  with  the  fcene  which  has  fince 
realized  our  apprehenfions:  adding 
throughout  fome  incidental  ill  ultra- 
tions,  chiefly  from  circumllances  not 
of  magnitude  enough  to  have  found' 
a  place  in  the  order  of  our  hillory. 

One  llrfking  feature  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  is  the  elteem  into  which 
agriculture  has  rifen,  It  has  em¬ 
ployed  the  reasoning  of  the  philofo- 
pher,  and  been  cherifhed  by  the 
bounty  of  kings;  and  it  was  a  na¬ 
tural  confequence  of  this  talle  that 
protedion  fhould  be  extended  to  the 
aggrieved  and  patient  race  of  men, 
who  were  engaged  in  it.  This  was 
accordingly  done  in  fuch  mode  and 
degree  as  circumllances  required  or 
allowed.  Where  their  bonds  had 
formerly  been  relaxed,  they  now  ob¬ 
tained  farther  relief ;  and  where  they 
had  Hill  continued  in  valfalage,  the 
princes  on  the  throne  emuloufiy 
contelled  the  honour  of  giving  all 
encouragement  to  their  emancipa¬ 
tion.  The  emprefs  Catherine  not 
only  promoted  their  enfranehife- 
znent  by  her  edids,  her  example,  and 
her  influence,  but  direded  the  ad- 
Hjiniftration  of  juflice  to  the  lame 
cud.  She  fpared  the  life  of  an  op- 


prelfed  vaflal,  who  in  a  moment  of 
intolerable  injury  had  taken  that  of 
a  cruel  mailer;  and  on  a  lady  of 
high  quality,  who  by  her  feverities 
had  caufed  the  deaths  of  feveral  of 
her  own  peafants,  (he  inflided  a  pu- 
nifhment  of  difgrace  vvorfe  than 
death,  and  which  in  elfed  proved 
fatal.  We  have  lately  feen  how 
properly  tenacious  of  this  point  was 
the  Emperor  Jofeph  on  his  death¬ 
bed,  and  his  brother  and  fuccelfor 
rejeded  an  application  made  to  him 
for  the  repeal  of  that  exception; 
yet  neither  the  refitfai  of  one  or  the 
other  occafioned  any  lading  diHa- 
tisfadion  to  the  nobility.  In  Po¬ 
land,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
king,  it  had  become  a  fort  of  falhiou 
among  the  better  and  more  en¬ 
lightened  nobles,  to  give  freedom 
to  their  peafants.  The  great  chan¬ 
cellor  Zamoilki  tripled  the  value 
cf  his  eilate  by  it.  The  fame  fuc- 
cefs  attended  a  fimilar  experiment 
of  Creptowitz.,  the  vice-chancellor 
of  Lithuania,  and  the  abbe  Bryzo- 
towlki ;  and  the  king’s  nephew^ 
prince  Staniflaus,  particularly  dif- 
tinguilhed  himfelf,  by  giving  them1 
more  than  freedom,  in  undertaking 
to  be  himfelf  their  inftrudor,  and 
communicating  to  them  the  know- 
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ledge  of  agriculture  which  he  had 
acquired  in  this  country.  The 
peafantry  of  the  North  were  tra¬ 
velling  fall  toward  perfed  and 
univerfal  liberty ;  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  *  Rouffeau  himfelf,  that 
they  ought  not  to  attain  it  too  fud- 
denly. 

The  mercantile  interell  advanced 
Hill  more  rapidly  into  importance. 
Commerce  was  no  longer  thought 
to  degrade;  and  the  pre-eminence 
which  it  had  given  to  this  illand 


*  In  his  Letters  on  Puland, 


amour.. 
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among  the  powers  of  Europe,  Si¬ 
mulated  all  who  had  the  means  and 
the  opportunity,  to  fofter  and  en- 
creafe  it  by  every  artificial  aid 
among  their  own  lubjeds.  To  this 
end  manufactories  were  eftablifhed 
and  fupported  by  mod  of  the  crown¬ 
ed  heads  on  the  continent,  at  an 
enormous  expence  ;  and  companies 
were  erected,  veiled  with  ample 
immunities,  and  fqmetimes  a  Sifted 
with  great  loans.  Kings  having  thus 
become  partners  in  trade,  manufac¬ 
turers  and  merchants  were  refpeded 
and  honoured ;  and  under  conftiiu- 
tions,  where  the  nobility  formed  a 
large  privileged  clafs,  including  the 
gentry  alfo,  the  more  eminent  of  the 
citizens  and  burghers  were  from  time 
to  time  ennobled  in  no  inconfider- 
able  numbers.  Without  particu¬ 
larizing  other  nations,  (and  many 
inftances  might  be  given)  this  prac¬ 
tice  was  fo  frequent  in  France,  that 
when  in  the  year  1789  the  eledors  of 
the  commonalty  of  Paris  firft  met  to 
chufe  their  deputies  to  the  ftates 
general,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of 
throwing  fo  much  weight  and  re- 
fpedability  into  the  fcale  of  a  rival 
order,*  they  refolved,  that  all  citi¬ 
zens  newly  raifed  to  nobility  fhould 
ftilibe  confideredas  commoners:  the 
beft  proof  (fince  they  were  fo'  many 
as  to  makefuch  a  meafure  neceffary) 
that  the  king  had  not  been  parfimo- 
niofis  in  Conferring  this  reward  on 
meritorious  induftry.  The  principal 
minifter  himfelf,  Mr,  Necker,  who 
then  a  fecond  time  was  at  the  head 
,of  the  kingdom,  was  of  this  defcrip- 
tion;  he  was  too  (as  we  have  for¬ 
merly  obferved,  and  the  world 
knows)  a  foreigner  and  a  proteft- 
amt. 

This  fingle  example  may  fuffice 


to  fliew,  that,  in  France  at  leaft,  the 
hierarchy  was  not  very  tyrannical.' 
In  Spain,  if  any  where,  it  may  be 
expeded  to  have  maintained  its  au¬ 
thority  :  yet  there  began  the  def- 
trudion  of  the  Jefuits;  there  the 
crown  was  conflantly  getting  into 
its  coffers  frefh  portions  of  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  revenues,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Pope  ;  and  there  final¬ 
ly  the  inquifition  was  abridged 
of  all  its  terrible  powers,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  mere  tribunal  of  police, 
for  the  punifnment  (but  not  till  after 
a  convidion  by  an  open  trial)  of 
fuch  flagrant  impiety,  as  would  be 
cognizable  in  any  well-regulated 
country.  It  had  been  alfo  fimilarly 
reftrained  in  Sardinia,  and  it  had 
been  wholly  aboliflied  without  a 
ftruggle  in  many  Italian  ftates,  in 
Parma  and  Placentia,  in  Milan  and 
Modena;  while  toleration  was  di- 
redly  fecured  by  law  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  North.  In  truth;  never 
was  the  power  of  the  church  exer- 
cifed'  with  fo  much  moderation  in 
general  throughout  Europe;  never  1 
was  it  lefs  formidable  to  the  throne,' 
or  to  the  cottage;  never  did  the1 
great  body  of  the  clergy  fnevv  lefs 
difpofition  to  over-ftram  the  rights 
of  their  order  in  favour  of  their  o  wn 
perfonal  interefts  of  ambition  or  ava¬ 
rice.  Some  of  them  might  have  the': 
frailtiesof  merrjout  very  few  indeed 
had  the  vices  which  the  fceptics  and 
infidels  of  all  ages  have  attributed 
to  priefts.  They  were  too  much: 
rather  than  too  little  fecularized. 

The  fupercilious  pride,  with; 
which  the  military  nobility  of  feudal; 
times  looked  down  on  all  other 
ranks,  and  even  "on  many  of  their 
own  rank  who  derived  their  no¬ 
bility  from  other  liberal  fources. 


*  See  the  prcces -verbal  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  p.  7. 
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was  hardly  to  be  traced.,  except  in 
the  remote  regions  of  the  North, 
where  it  was  daily  wearing  away. 
Every  where  elfe,  (though  a  long 
line  of  anceftors  had  not  yet  been 
converted  into  a  crime,  but  was  fUll 
regarded  with  reverence)  the  new 
nobility  more  than  balanced  the  old, 
partly  through  the  policy  of  kings, 
and  partly  from  the  natural  opera¬ 
tion  of  circumftances.  The  men  of 
the  fword  had  always  found  fuccefs- 

J 

i  ul  ri  vals  for  the  efficient  offices  of  the 
date  (efpecially  the  department  of 
iinance,  now  become  the  molt  effi¬ 
cient)  formerly  in  the  churchmen, and 
lately  in  the  profeffors  of  the  law ; 
they  had  been  rendered  of  little  im¬ 
portance  in  war  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Handing  armies,  paid  by  the 
fovereign  power,  and  the  whole 
fyftem  of  modern  tadtics;  and  their 
wealth,  as  the  great  land- holders  of 
Europe,  was  daily  more  and  more 
eclipfed  by  the  opulence  of  the 
monied  clafs,  and  from  time  to  time 
was  fullering  pofitive  diminution, 
from  the  prefiure  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens,  which  had  been  every  where 
increafing  with  the  perpetual  accu¬ 
mulation  of  debt  fince  the  invention 
of  funding,  and  all  which  ultimately 
reft  with  the  moft  oppreffive  weight, 
if  not  excluiively,  as  fome  think,  on 
the  landed  property  of  every  nation. 
The  day  that  the  Hates- general 
met  in  'France,  three  out  of  eight 
miniHers,  who  then  compofed  the 
cabinet  of  Verfailles,  were  not  of 
noble  birth.  Their  late  prime 
jninifter,  M.  de  Vergennes,  was 
born  of  obfcure  parents  in  Bur¬ 
gundy,  and  created  a  count  by 
Louis  XV.  ;  and  their  late  naval 
minifter,  M.  de  Sartine,  railed  him- 
felf  folely  by  his  own  merit.  We 
have  feen  a  Struenfee  govern  Den¬ 
mark  ;  and  in  Spain  it  was  a  Hate 
Vpl.  XXXIII, 


maxim  of  the  reigning  family  not 
to  employ  the  ancient  nobility. 
Indeed  it  would  be  eafy  to  multiply 
illuflrations ;  the  difficulty  would  be 
rather  to  Ihew  in  any  conntry  perfons 
of  the  firft  rank  poHeffed  of  all  the 
Hr  ft  offices. 

Artificial  diftin&ionSj,  and  titles 
of  honour,  it  is  true,  ftill  had  a. 
ceremonious  precedence  allowed 
to  them  in  private  life;  but  the 
accomplilhments,  the  demeanour, 
and  the  oftenfible  expenditure  of 
a  gentleman,  were  in  moft  coun¬ 
tries  a  fufficient  pafs-port  to  ge¬ 
neral  fociety,  though  in  fome  parts 
of  the  continent  the  place  which 
each  perfon  held  in  the  polite  world 
was  affigned  in  nice  gradations  of 
language.  Still  where  admittance 
was  once  obtained,  perfonal  merit, 
talents,  and  agreeable  qualities, 
would  infallibly  gain  an  afcendency, 
and  by  them  alone  every  competitor 
for  admiration  would  foon  come  to 
be  ellimated.  The  men  of  wit  and 
letters,  in  particular,  were  courted 
and  careffied.  They  were  heard 
with  attention;  their  judgment  was 
anxioufly  fought  in  all  matters  of 
tafte  and  fentiment,  of  art  and  fci- 
ence ;  and  that  which  of  all  things 
moft  confifts  in  prattical  prudence 
under  the  direction  of  a  ftrong  moral 
fenfe,  the  art  of  government,  was 
meafured,  like  any  art  the  moft  me¬ 
chanical,  by  the  fquare  and  level  of 
their  theories.  Whatever  they  faid 
on  any  of  thefe  fubjedts  paffed  from 
mouth  to  mouth  through  all  the 
circles  of  faffiion,  and  was  retailed 
in  journals,  annals,  and  all  other 
forms  of  periodical  publication,  by 
the  fubordinate  labourers  in  the 
fields  of  literature  :  it  was  tranfiated 
from  one  language  to  another;  and 
penetrated  on  every  fide,  through 
every  channel  of  communication, 
[O]  Thus 
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Thus  they  guided  and  modelled  as 
they  pleaied  what  was  called  pub¬ 
lic  opinion;  they  filled  the  office  of 
cenfors  in  the  great  commonwealth 
of  Europe,  and  imperceptibly  fub- 
jected  courts  and  cabinets  to  their 
controul. 

But  this  was  yet  only  a  controul 
of  influence  ;  it  yet  worked  only  by 
the  force  of  truth,  as  far  as  their 
decifions  approved  themfeives  to 
the  confciences  and  the  wifdom  of 
perfons  trailed  with  the  aCtual  ex- 
ercife  of  power.  And  under  thefe 
circumflances,  it  cannot  be  denied 
(and  on  former  occafions  wre  have 
mentioned  it  to  their  credit)  that 
their  authority  produced  good  and 
humane  confequences.  To  that 
may  be  attributed  many  of  the  be¬ 
neficent  and  falutary  meafures  to 
which  allufion  has  ..been  already 
made.  To  that  alfo  we  may  per¬ 
haps  afcribe  the  general  lenity 
which  now  prevailed  in  all  govern¬ 
ments.  Be  the  caufe  however  what 
it  may,  the  faCt  itfelf,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  is  itr iking.  The  ufe  of 
torture  in  the  adminiliration  of  juf- 
tice  had  begun  to  be  generally  a'bo- 
lilhed,  it  having  been  formally  ab¬ 
rogated  in  Poland,  in  the  Auftrian 
dominions,  in  France  and  in  Sweden, 
and  in  fome  other  countries  difufed: 
where  the  criminal  codes  were 
fia-ined  with  cruelty,  new  punifhr- 
ments  of  a  mitigated  kind  had  been 
in  many  countries  fubfiituted,  or 
were  declared  to  be  under  confede¬ 
ration;  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  had 
been  eliabiilhed,  under  fair  and 
equitable  reftridtions,  in  feveral 
kingdoms,  and  in  others  was  tacitly 
allowed,  to  an  extent  fufficient  per¬ 
haps  for  all  fober  purpofes  of  ufeful 
truth ;  public  enquiry  was  even 
courted  by  monarchs ;  and  the  Hate 
prifons  of  all  the  great  potentates  of 


Europe  were  as  uninhabited,  as  the 
Balliile  was  found  to  be  at  the  time 
of  its  demolition. 

It  may  be  doubted,  whether  it 
was  a  caufe  or  an  effeCt,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  it  was  not  the  leak  advan¬ 
tage,  of  this  general  gond  difpofi- 
tion  and  good  underftanding,  that 
there  no.  longer  exilled  in  every  na¬ 
tion  two  political  parties  founded 
on  a  difference  of  religious  tenets, 
and  having  in  confequence  a  clofer 
connexion  with  foreign  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  fame  feCt,  than  with 
their  own  natural  government. 
This  was  the  great  evil,  while  ca¬ 
tholics  and  proteftants,  or  catholics 
and  diffidents  of  the  Greek  com¬ 
munion,  were  ftriving  for  the  ma« 
fiery  in  their  refpeCiive  fiates.  The 
vveakefi  faction  always  turned  their 
eyes  to  fome  neighbouring  fove- 
reign  of  the  fame  religious  intereft 
with  themfeives,  to  whofe  ambition 
they  were  .ever  ready  inftruments; 
and  the  ftronger  fought  to  make 
themfeives  more  fine  by  leagues 
and  alliances,  all  of  which  were  then 
influenced  by  fimilar  confiderations. 
But  now  every  community  was 
united  within  itfelf,  and  free  to  con¬ 
tract  whatever  relations  it  pleafed 
with  others,  attending  only  to  the 
dictates  of  found  policy. 

This  was  the  nappy  ftate  of  Eu¬ 
rope  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
3789.  All  the  remaining*  veftiges 
of  that  fierce  fpirit  which  fullied 
with  barbarifm  the  lofty  and  ro¬ 
mantic  courtefy  of  ancient  manners, 
had  been  gradually  tokening  away; 
and  the  flames  of  that  religious  zeal, 
which  for  two  centuries  had  fo  of¬ 
ten  kindled  the  torch  of  civil  dif- 
cord,  was  funk  into  the  a  flies.  Every 
fucceeding  generation  was  of  a  cha¬ 
racter  milder  and  gentler  than  the 
lafi.  There  was  a  difFufion  of  iibe- 
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rality  that  pervaded  the  whole  mafs 
ofv  mankind.  All  the  diverfified 
claffes  of  fcciety  began  every  where 
to  harmonize  with  each  other  in  a 
way  hitherto  unknown ;  and  what¬ 
ever  might  he  the  peculiarities  of 
different  conftitutions,  a  fvveeter 
blood  feemed  in  all  to  circulate 
through  every  member  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  body.  The  lowelt  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  under  governments  the  moil: 
defpotic,  no  longer  held  their  coun¬ 
tenances  prone  to  the  earth,  but 
were  taught  to  eredl  them  with  a 
becoming  fenfe  of  their  own  nature; 
and  the  brow  of  authority,  inftead 
of an  auftere  frown, wore  an  inviting 
air  of  complacency  and  amenity. 

We  mull  now  look  at  the  reverfe 
of  the  medal. — The  French  revolu¬ 
tion  arrived.  The  principal  caufes, 
which  prepared  the  way  for  this 
event,  we  have  explained  in  the 
proper  place,  though  probably  many 
more  concurred  than  we  there  no¬ 
ticed;  but  our  prefent  bulinefs  is 
with  its  character  and  genius,  by 
which  it  was  diftinguifhed  from  all 
other  revolutions  recorded  in  hiftory, 
and  which  all  Ihould  endeavour  clear¬ 
ly  to  underhand,  who  wifh  to  know 
any  thing  of  the  real  hate  of  Europe 
from  that  period.  It  was  made, 
and  was  the  firh  ever  profefied  to 
be  made,  upon  a  high  metaphyliczl 
principle.  It  fet  out  by  declaring 
not  the  rights  of  the  commons  of 
France — not  the  rights  of  citizens, 
of  men  in  a  hate  of  political  iocie- 
ty,  under  whatever  form  of  govern¬ 
ment — but,hill  more  abhradedly,  the 
rights  of  man  ;  and  the  whole  fcheme 
of  the  revolution,  as  it  unfolded  inelf, 
appeared,  and  was  avowed  by  the 
leaders,  to  be  a  new  experiment  of 
attempting,  to  bring  into  practice 
the  fpecuknions  of  Rouffeau.  His 
treatife  on  the  Social  Con  trad  was 


their  holy  writ,  though  it  is  juhice 
to  his  memory  to  fay,  that  he  cer¬ 
tainly  intended  it  for  no  fuch  pur- 
pofe;  for  he  defciibes  it  him felf  as 
an  imperfect  fragment  of  a  larger 
work,  undertaken  without  confut¬ 
ing  his  own  abilities,  in  confe- 
quence  long  abandoned,  and  for  the 
moh  part  dehroved:  it  was  origi¬ 
nally  written  too,  with  a  declared 
reference. to  his  own  fituation,  as  an 
aduai  member  of  the  fovereignty  in 
the  little  republic  of  Geneva.  He 
wrote  very  differently,  vyhen  he  gave 
his  advice  for  the  pradical  govern¬ 
ment  of  Poland. 

The  grand  maxim,  on  which  all  de- 
pends,is  to  this  effect that  thefove- 
reignty  of  every  Fate  folely  refides  in 
the  adual  majority  by  tale  of  the  in¬ 
dividuals  who  compofe  the  nation; 
and  can  only  be  lawfully  exercifed 
by  them.  In  the  ftyle  of  their 
fchool,  it  is  imprefcriptible,  inalien¬ 
able,  indefeafible,  and  indivifible : 
it  cannot  be  relinquished  by  any  ta¬ 
cit  confent  implied  in  long  acquief- 
cence ;  it  cannot  be  transferred  by 
any  pofitive  agreement;  it  cannot 
be  forfeited  by  any  crime,  or  loft 
by  any  juft  conqueft  of  another 
power;  and  it  cannot  be  partial¬ 
ly  delegated,  fo  as  to  veft  a  right 
to  any  portion  of  it  any  where,  but 
in  the  majority.  All  forms  of  go¬ 
vernment  are  but  pfovifionaj,  till  it 
fhall  pleafe  the  fovereign  to  change 
them,  which  he  may  do  without  any 
motive  of  moral  or  political  neceff 
fity,  without  any  confide  ration  of 
expediency :  for  a  people  to  be  free, 
it  is  enough  that  they  will  it.  It 
follows  of  courfe,  that  to  claim  as 
of  right,  under  any  conftithtion 
whatever,  the  exercife  of  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  fovereignty,  is 
ufurpation  and  tyranny;  to  diipute 
the  right  of  the  majority  to  change 
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the  form  »of  government  at  theia 
mere  pleafure  and  caprice,  is  trea- 
fon  and  rebellion  ;  and  iniurredlion 
is,  as  M.  de  la  Fayette,  on  thofe 
principles  juftly,  called  it,  the  moil 
lacred  of  the  rights  of  man. 

There  is,  however,  one  little  part 
©f  RouiTeau’s  theory  which  they  did 
not  attempt  to  introduce  in  their 
fyftem.  To  all  the  adls  of  his  fove- 
reign,  he  holds  it  indifpenfabiy  ef- 
fential  that  the  vote  of  every  citizen 
fhould  be  taken,  and  that  they 
fhould  be  free  from  all  improper  in¬ 
fluence,  fuch  as  force  or  fear,  paf- 
fion  or  party.  Indeed,  if  that  be  fo 
eflential,  it  makes  the  theory  (with¬ 
out  enquiring  into  the  truth  or  falfe- 
hood  of  it)  a  mere  barren  fubtlety. 
But  his  difciples  fubfdtuted  a  more 
p radical  majority,  the  multitude  of 
Paris,  worked  up  by  every  art  into 
what  they  call  a  revolutionary 
power  ;  and  when  we  confider 
their  principle,  we  muil  take  it 
combined  with  their  practice,  as 
they  explain  each  other,  and  as 
they  were  taken  together  by  the 
admirers  of  their  revolution,  which 
was  an  ad,  and  not  a  metaphyiical 
difqqifition. 

The  tendency  of  fuch  a  creed  is 
obvious.  At  a  touch  it  crumbles 
the  bond  of  every  political  fociety 
now  in  exillence,  to  a  rope  of  fand. 
It  is  a  fcntence  of  deposition  to  all 
the  kings  of  Europe,  who  claim  to 
be  fovereigns  by  the  refpedive  con- 
ftitutions  of  their  countries,  and  in 
whofe  names  laws  are  e naded, 
which  is  the  moil  immediate  exer- 
eife  of  fovereignty  ;  it  is  an  edid  of 
profeription  to  all  arillocratical  bo¬ 
dies,  which  mull  be  always  dange¬ 
rous  to  the  neceflary  equality  of 
this  new  fyflem,  and  in  mixed  go¬ 
vernments  have  a  fliare  in  legilia- 
tion,  directly  incompatible  with  the 


right  of  a  majority  told  by  the  head ; 
and  it  is  an  abfolute  grant  of  every 
kingdom  ta  the  inferior  orders for 
they  are,  and  ever  will  be,  the 
many.  The  authors  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  meant  that  it  fhould  be  fo. 
There  is  now  in  this  country  a  let¬ 
ter,  written,  as  early  as  January 
1790,  by  a  celebrated  champion  of 
their  caufe,  in  which  he  fays,  iu 
his  own  quaint  manner,  that  their 
fyllem  is  “  a  new  mode  of  form- 
<{  ing  alliances,  negatively  with. 
“  courts  and  affirmatively  with  the 
“  people.’ ’ 

No  fooner  did  thefe  dodrines  ap¬ 
pear  triumphant  in  France,  than 
they  were  eagerly  received,  and. 
bufily  propagated,  in  every  part  of 
Europe.  Whatever  bad  humours 
were  afloat,  all  ran  into  that  chan¬ 
nel.  A  new  engine  of  irreflflible 
force  was  prefented  to  the  hands  of 
ambitious  men ;  and  ambition  was 
the  find  time  awakened  in  the  bo- 
foms  of  thofe,  who  from  their  fitua- 
tion  in  life  had  been  far  enough  re¬ 
moved  from  her  ordinary  tempta¬ 
tions.  There  was  no  man  of  a  con¬ 
dition  fo  low,  but  had  the  profped 
of  power  opened  to  him,  when  he 
was  told  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  fovereign  ;  and  that  he,  with 
others  of  his  clafs,  whom  all  know 
to  form  the  arithmetical  majority, 
fhould  exercife  the  adual  favereign- 
ty.  Nor  did  the  defire  of  power 
come  alone  ;  the  defire  of  riches  ac¬ 
companied  it.  For,  men  who  have 
long  been  labouring  in  penury  fee  in 
power  o-nly  the  means  of  fatisfy- 
ing  thofe  wants  which  have  made 
them  wretched.  The  French  fyi~ 
tein,  too,  was  encouraged,  or  not  * 
difeouraged,  by  many  of  a  higher 
defeription,  who  did  not  coolly  and 
ferioufly  mean  to  go  all  the  lengths 
Qt  the  practice,  borne  thought  it  a 
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great  experiment,  of  which,  a  com¬ 
petent  trial  fhould  be  allowed. 
Others  confidered  it  as  a  leaven, 
which,  when  the  immediate  fermen¬ 
tation  had  quietly  evaporated,  would 
leave  the  mafs  lighter  and  more 
wholefome.  There  were,  betides, 
in  all  countries  many  ardent  fpi- 
rits,  who  were  ready  to  catch  up, 
with  little  or  no  examination,  what¬ 
ever  came  recommended  to  them  by 
the  fpecious  name  of  liberty  ;  and  on 
this  fide  of  the  queftion  were  too 
many  of  that  literary  intered,  which 
we  have  already  remarked  as  having 
got  to  themfelves  the  formation  and 
direction  of  public  opinion. 

Here  ended  at  once  that  cordiality 
between  all  orders  of  fociety  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  made  private  life  fo 
pleating,  and  promiled  public  hap- 
pinefs  by  degrees  to  all,  who  had 
not  yet  the  fecurity  of  a  free  confti- 
tution.  Mutualjealoufiesand  aliena¬ 
tion  fucceeded :  difcontentand  auda¬ 
city  on  one  tide,  difgull  and  alarm 
on  the  other.  Clubs  and  focie- 
ties  were  indituted,  and  writings 
Were  circulated.  -  Of  thofe  in  our 
own  country  we  *  have  given  fome 
account  already ;  but  the  corre- 
ipondence  was  not  fo  confined.  Let¬ 
ters  were  read  in  the  Jacobin  club 
at  Paris  from  every  capital  of  Eu¬ 
rope;  not  excepting  Condantinople. 
All  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution,  but  fpoke  more 
or  lefs  freely,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lels  degree  of  vigilance 
and  rigour  in  their  refpeftive  go¬ 
vernments.  The  clergy  were  by  all 
treated  with  irreverence  and  con¬ 
tumely  ;  for  it  was  no  fecret,  that 
the  moil  adive  and  zealous  dilTemi- 
cators  of  French  principles  were  in 


all  countries  the  bittered  enemies 
to  the  church.  The  didinftions  of 
nobility  were  the  theme  of  much 
coarfe  ridicule,  and  they  were  told 
to  vail  to  the  nobles  of  nature ; 
indeed  the  imputation  of  aridocracy 
tignified  every  political  reproach  to 
all  under  the  condition  of  kings, 
who  were  by  a  general  name  called 
nothing  but  defpots  and  tyrants. 

The  people  foon  fhewed  iigns  of 
internal  commotion,  and  mod  where 
they  had  lead  reafon  to  complain. 
The  inhabitants  of  Avignon  had  a 
mild  and  paternal  fovereign  in  the 
Pope,  but  by  the  arts  of  the  demo¬ 
crat  ids  they  were  plunged  into  a 
civil  war  of  the  mod  horrid  kind, 
which  we  {hall  hereafter  have  oc- 
cation  to  relate.  A  revolution  on 
this  new  model  was  attempted  in  the 
republic  of  Geneva,  though  it  fail¬ 
ed  for  this  year,  but  was  effeided 
the  next,  and  attended  with  all  the 
atrocities  congenial  to  its  great 
archetype.  What  was  called  the 
patriotic  party  in  Holland,  again 
railed  its  head.  In  Poland,  the  ci¬ 
ties  lent  a  general  deputation  to 
Warfavv,  without  any  legal  autho¬ 
rity  to  convoke  them,  and  made  de¬ 
mands,  which  it  was  not  thought 

#  O 

right  to  admit  in  their  full  extent, 
though  by  the  excellent  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  king,  that  country, 
where  impatience  and  violence 
might  mod  have  been  expeSed  and 
pardoned,  difplayed  a  moderation 
and  a  fobriety  worthy  of  better 
times,  and  a  more  happy  fate.  The 
elector  of  Saxony,  who  by  careful 
ceconomy,  and  wife  regulation,  had 
redored  the  finances  beyond  all  hope, 
without  adding  to  the  burthens  of 
his  fubj'edb;  was,  however,  atiailed 


*  See  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  XXXII.  Hid,  Art.  pp.  64  and  65  5  and  the  fifth  and  tixth 
chapters  of  this  Volume, 
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by  their  clamours  in  his  palace. 
Many  proofs  too  of  the  lame  fpirit 
were  given  in  the  ecclefialtical  elec¬ 
torates  of  Germany,  though  they 
were  among  the  principalities 
which  were  governed  with  moil; 
lenity  in  the  empire. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  furprize  if  the  two  higher 
orders,  and  monarchs  at  their 
head,  were  not  conciliated  by  fuch 
language  and  conduct.  They  be¬ 
gan  to  doubt  the  policy  of  their 
own  liberality,  and  withdrew  the 
hands  which  had  been  ftretched  out 
for  fo  many  years  to  raife  the  lower 
ranks  to  a  more  refpeflable  flat  ion. 
Any  meafure  of  conceflion  was  now 
rare,  unlefs  to  carry  forne  imme¬ 
diate  objeft  of  fuperior  importance, 
or  to  compromife  fome  inftant  fear 
of  a  greater  evil.  The  conduct  of 
the  prefs  began  to  be  narrowly  ob». 
ferved,  and  the  laws  which  ftill  re¬ 
mained  as  checks  againit  the  abufe 
of  it,  to  be  more  rigoroufiy  put  in 
execution  ;  proclamations  and  edidls 
were  ifliied ;  and  where,  by  the  ex- 
iftine*  law,  it  could  be  done,  the  im- 
portation  and  the  reading  of  French 
books  prohibited.  The  ftate-pri- 
fons  were  again  filled  with  perions 
accufed  of  plots  and  confpiracies  of 
various  kinds ;  and  inft.ead  of  that 
growing  confidence  which  the  molt 
defpotic  princes  had  lately  repofed 
in  the  affections  of  their  fubjeils, 
they  were  every  where  paying  court 
to  their  armies,  as  thinking  them  to 
be  their  only  lecurity,  yet  dubious 
too  of  their  fidelity. 

To  the  eye  of  the  moralift  the 
moll  afflicting  fight  is  the  counter¬ 
revolution  in  fentiments  and  feel¬ 
ings  which  now  took  place.  Men 
were  fo  familiarized  to  narratives  of 
the  moft  brutal  outrage  to  women, 
and  cruelty  to  age,  the  moil  abomi¬ 


nable  profanations  of  the  houfe  of 
God,  the  mod  unrelenting  refine¬ 
ments  on  barbaritv  in  mafiacre,  and 
cannibalifm  itfelf,  that  fcenes,  the 
lead  of  which  would  formerly  have 
made  the  heart  recoil,  and  the  blood 
run  cold  with  horror,  came  to  be 
read  with  little  or  no  comparative 
emotion.  Indeed  fo  depraved  was 
the  moral  tafte  become  in  too  many, 
that  there  was  nothing  which  was 
not  palliated,  excufed,  and  almoft 
juftified,  on  principles  fruitful  of 
ten  thoufand  future  crimes.  It  has 
been  faid  to  be  mercy  to  prevent 
by  examples  of  terror  the  miferies 
of  a  civil  war.  The  violation  of 
the  fecurity  due  to  every  man  from 
the  fociety  to  which  he  belongs,  has 
been  confounded  with  the  ftate  of 
open  hoftility  between  people  and 
people,  under  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nature  and  nations ;  and  the 
drops  of  blood  fpilled  in  the  afiaffi- 
nations  of  Paris  have  been  efti- 
mated  and  balanced  againft  the  de- 
ftru&on  of  battles  and  even  whole 
wars ;  while  the  tenet,  which  was 
afcribed  as  the  greateft  reproach  to 
the  Jefuits,  has  been  generally  ap-  . 
plied,  that  the  end  fan&ified  the 
means ;  that  the  fum  of  good  to  be 
obtained  will  on  the  whole  exceed 
the  fum  of  evil  to  be  fuffered. 
Thefe  modes  of  argument,  which 
teach  men  to  confider  metaphyfical- 
ly  the  prefent  pain  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  to  reafon  themfelves 
out  of  thofe  fympathies  which  na¬ 
ture  gave  us  to  be  the  main  link  of 
fociety,  lead  to  practices  the  moft 
favage,  and  to  a  barbarifm  of  man¬ 
ners  much  worfe  than  any  which 
exifted  in  the  darkeft  ages. 

Nor  has  the  politician  lefs  to  la¬ 
ment  or  to  apprehend.  It  is  not  J 
only  that  the  reforms,  fo  gratifying : 
to  every  good  mind,  which  had  been 
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proceeding  fo  fteadily  for  the  laft 
five  -  and  -  twenty  years,  are  at  a 
ftand ;  it  is  not  only  that  the  filent 
revolution,  which  had  brought  to  a 
great  part  of  Europe  fo  much  of  the 
fubftance,  and  would  in  time  have 
brought  alfo  the  form  of  liberty,  is 
driven  back ;  but  whatever  liberty 
of  a  moderated,  o  dered,  and  ba¬ 
lanced  delcnption,  feemed  to  be 
moll  firmly  eftabliftied,  is  tottering 
on  its  bafe.  The  principle  of  the 
French  revolution  admits  of  no 
compromife,  no  temperament,  no 
•qualification.  Like  all  metaphys¬ 
eal  pofitions,  if  true  at  alb  it  mufl  be 
true  in  all  times,  at  all  places,  and 
under  all  circumftances  ;  and  it  is  a 
principle  pointing  neceiTarily  to 
practice,  inafmuch  as  it  requires  the 
perpetual  exercife  of  the  fovereignty 
by  the  exifting  majority,  who  can¬ 
not  bind  their  good  faith  by  any 
compact,  however  folemn,  for  a  year, 
a  month,  a  week,  or  a  fingle  day. 
It  fwallows  up  at  once  all  that  pa¬ 
triotism  in  mixed  conftitutions, 
which  is  the  moft  uncommon,  the 
moft  liable  to  mifeonftruftion,  and 
the  moft  unrewarded,  the  fober  and 
enlightened  patriotifm,  which  aim¬ 
ing  to  keep  every  part  in  its  proper 
polition  and  adtion,  muft  occafionaliy 
refill  alike  the  will  of  the  old  and 
the  new  fover'eign,  the  prince  and 
the  people,  and  which  confequently 
cannot  expect  any  large  or  lafting 
Ihare  in  the  favour  of  either.  If 
this  principle  Hands  its  ground  for 
any  length  of  time,  every  thing 
will  be  neceiTarily  pulhed  to  ex¬ 
tremes. 

They  who  have  not  hitherto 
found  fufticient  repulfion  in  it,  to 
make  them  fly  from  it,  will  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  and  nearer,  till  they 
come  diredl’y  within  the  fphere  of 
its  atiradlionj  while  they  who  fear 


it,  will  think  nothing  elfe  formida¬ 
ble:  practical  abufes  of  power  will 
be  difregarded  on  both  Tides,  as  un« 
worthy  of  confideration,  in  comoa- 
rifon  with  the  iro^e  import  nt  ob- 
jedls  put  in  ilfue  by  the  conflict  of 
this  new  principle  with  the  exili  ng 
conftitution  of  every  country;  and 
on  one  fide,  inftead  of  being  lonelily 
and  calmly  oppofed,  thev  will  be 
feen  with  a  fallen  fatisfaction,  as 
adding  .  to  the  number  W  the  lif- 
con tented,  and  haftening  ruin. —  Ve 
have  feen  Tome  of  thefe  effects  in 
our  own  country. 

Wherever  this  principle  prevails 
more  or  lefs,  there  is  and  mu. ft  be 
a  French  faction,  proportionably 
ftrong  ;  and  it  will  be  much,  more 
clofely  united  in  politics  to  the 
great  head  at  Paris  than  ever 
were  the  religious  factions,  which 
fo  long  diftradled  Europe,  and 
have  been  fo  recently  laid  at  reft. 
For,  the  latter  b  came  political, 
not  primarily  and  neceiTarily,  but 
feeondariiy  and  incidentally.  Here 
thg  very  ground  of  d'ftindtion  is 
the  firft  and  moft  important  ques¬ 
tion  of  politics.  Thatfpirit  of  am¬ 
bition  which  Was  formerly  dreaded 
in  the  French  monarchy  has  ac¬ 
tuated  the  French  republic  from  its 
birth,  and  with  Inch  a  powerful  le¬ 
ver,  planted  under  the  foundations 
of  every  government  in  Europe,  lhe 
threatens  fooner  or  later  to  lliake 
them  all  to  pieces. 

JBut  fuppofe  her,  by  abandoning 
that  principle  of  inftabiiity  and  eter¬ 
nal  revolution,  to  fettle  at  length 
into  fomething  like  the  legitimate 
form  of  a  democratical  common¬ 
wealth.  They  who,  for  the  fake  of 
that  principle,  have  made  light  of 
all  the  attendant  enormities,  will  at¬ 
tribute  all  good  to  that,  and  will 
Hill  direct  th  eir  views  to  France  as 
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the  natural  proteftrefs  of  every  peo¬ 
ple  that  are  or  wifh  to  be  republi¬ 
cans  by  the  fame  means ;  and  there 
is  no  natural  head  of  any  oppofite 
principle  to  make  a  fteady  counter¬ 
action,  as  the  internal  factions  and 
external  combinations  of  proteft- 
ants  and  catholics  fuffi'ciently  anta¬ 
gonized  each  other  to  prevent  any 
univerfal  predominancy  of  either. 
On  the  contrary,  if  the  throne  of 
France  ihould  be  again  reftored  to 
its  place,  by  whatever  event,  and 
this  mod  tremendous  fliock,  which 
royalty  in  all  countries  ever  expe¬ 
rienced,  Ihould  ultimately  pafs  by 
without  overturning  it,  though  the 
public  danger  to  Europe  will  not 
be  the  fame,  yet  every  ailiduity  and 
every  exertion  will  be  then  neceflary 
to  bring  men  back'to  the  quiet  purfuit 
or  defence  of  rational  freedom,  and 
to  raife  or  maintain  barriers  capa¬ 
ble  of  limiting  power,  more  than 
ever  confident  of  its  own  ftrength. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  change, 
which  in  little  more  than  two  years 
had  been  wrought  in  the  ftate  of 
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Europe  ;  and  fach  the  eventual  dif- 
afters  to  which  a  way  had  been 
opened  before  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1791  by  the  French  revolution.  The 
progrefs  of  gradual  improvement 
flopped ;  manners,  morals,  religion 
on  a  precipice ;  the  internal  fyltem 
of  every  country  difquieted ;  and 
new  fa<dions  created  in  all,  which 
threaten  long  to  agitate  and  con- 
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vulfe  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  t<3 
extinguifli,  in  one  extreme  or  the 
other,  all  love  of  well-regulated  li¬ 
berty,  and  to  overthrow  the  general 
balance  of  power,  fo  necelfary  to  the 
public  fecurity.  The  intricacies  of 
the  plot  require  more  than  human 
interpofition  to  produce  a  fortunate 
developement;  and  the  difficulties, 
at  the  moment  of  concluding  thefe 
reflections,  leern  to  be  fall  thicken¬ 
ing.  Yet  during  a  period  of  more 
than  thirty  years,  fince  this  Work 
commenced,  having  witneffed  fo 
many  vicifittudes  in  human  affairs  ; 
having  feen  one  empire  acquired 
by  Great  Britain  in  the  Eail,  and 
another  loft  by  her  in  the  Weft, 
while  no  man  even  now  can  accu¬ 
rately  fay,  in  what  degree  her  ge¬ 
neral  profperity  has  been  afredted 
by  either  event ;  having  fome- 
times  known  much  good  to  arife 
out  of  apparent  evil;  and  being  in 
this  very  inftance  compelled  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  much  ultimate  evil  in 
that  fpirit  of  popular  reform  which  j 
we  in  its  origin  believed,  and  in 
moderation  ftill  believe,  to  be  fo 
good,  we  lhall  not  yet  abandon  all 
hope  in  the  difpenfations  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  In  the  mean  time  we  lhall 
purfue  the  more  immediate  talk  of 
the  hi  dorian,  in  a  faithful  narrative 
of  faCls,  as  they  arofe,  and  a  candid 
explanation  of  their  caufes,  as  far 
as  our  means  of  information  will 
enable  us  to  unravel  them. 
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Page  136].  live  lines  From  the  bottom,  for  “has,"  read  “  have.’-’ 

-----  [203.  lines  19  and  c.o,  for  “  between  the  B.og  and  the  Dnieper,”  read  “  between 
the  Bog  and  die  Nisfter.” 
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^  |  VHE  univerfity  of  Dublin, 
Jt  in  full  convocation,  have 
unanimoufly  conferred  the  honorary 
degree  of  Dodor  of  Laws  on  the 
Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  as  the 
powerful  advocate  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  friend  of  public  order, 
virtue,  and  the  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind;  and  in  teftimony  of  the  high 
refped  entertained  by  the  univerlity 
(which  had  the  honour  of  his  edu¬ 
cation)  for  the  various  endowments 
of  his  capacious  mind,  and  for  his 
fuperior  talents  and  abilities. - 
i  The  commiffioners  of  (lamp 
^  '  duties  met  at  their  office  in 
Somerfet  Place,  to  let  to  farm  “  the 
duties  payable  on  horfes  let  to  hire 
for  travelling  poll;  and  by  time,  now 
Out  of  leafe.”  They  were  let  at 
an  advance  of  i  o,6 1 9  L  over  the  fum 
they  produced  laft  year. 

...  This  included  thirty- three  coun¬ 
ties,  befides  NorthBritain  and  Wales. 

I4.th  t*ie  ^  ^ie  ^ate 

*  *  ^par  there  was  fo  thick  a  fog 
at  Amfterdam,  that  the  people  could 
not  fee  their  way  along  the  ftreets, 
and  ran  againft  each  other,  even 
though  they  had  lights  in  their 
hands.  The  accidents  it  has  occa¬ 
sioned  are  very  numerous  ;  but  the 
Mo/l  lamentable  circumfi,ance  is,  the 
Yot,  XX^III. 


number  of  people  who  have  perill¬ 
ed  from  falling  in  the  canals,  where 
they  were  drowned  before  affiltance 
could  be  given  them,  though  their 
cries  were  diftindly  heard.  The 
number  of  perfons  who  have  pe- 
rilhed  in  this  way  is  already  known 
to  amount  to  23  b. 

A  dreadful  accident  lately 
happened  at  High  Green, 
near  Sheffield.  A  bear  kept  by  one 
Cooper,  for  the  amufement  of  the 
country  people  at  their  wakes,  got 
loofe,  and  entered  the  dwelling  of  a 
perfon  named  Rogers. — The  unfor¬ 
tunate  wife  of  the  man  was  fitting 
with  one  child  on  her  lap,  and  ano¬ 
ther  befide  her,  when  the  creature 
feized  her  with  all  the  fa vagr  fero¬ 
city  incident  to  his  nature,  and  tore 
her  in  a  manner  too  Blocking  to  re¬ 
late.  The  cries  of  the  poor  unfor¬ 
tunate  woman  and  of  the  children 
reached  Rogers  and  the  bear-keep¬ 
er,  who  almofi:  at  the  fame  moment 
entered  the  houfe,  and  beheld  a 
fight  fufficient  to  appal  the  moll 
callous  mind— what  then  muft  be 
the  feelings  of  a  huffiand  ?  He  flew 
to  the  animal,  but  was  unable  to 
wrench  its  jaws  from  the  objed  of 
its  fury.  Cooper  then  flruck  it  on 
the  head  with  a  hammer,  but  the 
haft  flying  off,  the  blow  was  power- 
lefs;  it  however  turned  the  bent  o£ 
*  R  its 
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its  rage  on  him,  and  purfued  him 
till  he  was  nearly  exhaufted  with  fa-x' 
tigue ;  and  he  mud  have  fallen  a 
victim,  had  not  the  neighbours, 
alarmed  at  the  out- cries,  come  up 
with  him,  and,  at  a  fecond  fhot,  laid 
it  dead.  The  woman  expired  in 
dreadful  agony  on  Monday. 

,  A  bill  of  indictment  was 
1 7  •  found  on  F  riday  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Middlefex,  againft  lord  vif- 
count  Dungarvan,  elded  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Corke.  His  lordfliip,  being 
lather  heated  with  wine,  met  a  wo¬ 
man  of  eafy  virtue,  who  calls  herfelf 
Welden ,  at  one  of  the  theatres  on  the 
preceding  night.  On  the  play  be¬ 
ing  over,  lhe  prevailed  on  him  to 
take  her  in  a  coach  to  her  lodgings, 
which  drove  to  No.  45,  Rathbone- 
place.  His  lordfhip  gave  her  a  gui¬ 
nea,  but  refufed  to  enter  the  houfe. 
On  this,  Mrs.  Welden  became  riot¬ 
ous,  and  called  the  watch ;  faying, 
if  he  did  not  give  her  another  gui¬ 
nea,  (he  would  charge  him  with 
robbing  her  of  three  guineas  and  an 
half.  On  his  refufal,  the  watchman 
feized  his  lordfhip,  and  detained  him 
four  hours.  His  lordfliip’s  trial 
came  on  this  morning  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  and  laded  fix  hours. — The 
wretched  profecutrix  having  fworn, 
on  the  trial,  tha.t  his  lordlhip  had 
robbed  her  in  the  coach;  though 
lhe  had  fworn,  when  before  the 
jullice,  that  lhe  perceived  foe  had 
loft  her  money  v\hen  Jhe  offered  to  give 
the  link-boy  fame  gratuity  for  his  trou¬ 
ble  in  calling  the  coach.  The  jury  faid, 
it  was  unnecelfary  to  proceed  fur¬ 
ther,  and  begged  that  the.  defendant 
might  be  honourably  acquitted. 

The  learned  judge  faid,  he  was 
perfeClly  fads  lied  ;  and  although 
they  had  no  fuch  record  as  that  of 
an  honourable  acquittal,  yet  it  would 
be  remembered. 
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The  jury  gave  in  their  verdiCl— 

Not  Guilty. 

Lord  Dungarvan  read  the  fol¬ 
lowing  defence : 

«  My  lord,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
jury, 

“  Whatever  Ihame  I  ought  to 
take,  and  do  take  to  myfelf  for 
the  indifcretion  which  led  me  into 
the  company  of  the  perfon  who  has 
made,  and  endeavoured  to  fupport 
by  perjury,  an  attack  upon  my  life 
and  honour,  I  cannot  fuffer  myfelf 
for  a  moment  to  fuppofe  that  any 
credit  can  be  given  to  fo  ftrange 
and  improbable  an  accufation.  I 
am  charged  by  the  unconfirmed  oath 
of  a  common  proftitute  with  an  of¬ 
fence,  which  nothing  but  the  lowed 
and  word  habits  of  life  and  connec¬ 
tions — the  mod  abjeCt  bafenefs  of 
mind  and  contempt  of  character, 
urged  by  the  mod  extreme  necef- 
fity,  could  poffibly  prompt  any  man 
to  commit. — My  fituation,  happily, 
is  the  reverfe  of  this — I  am  not, 
nor  have  been  in  any  didrefs  of 
circumdances  or  want  of  credit. 
The  very  reverfe  is  my  cafe.  I 
am  confcious  that  my  conduCt  in 
life  has  ever  been  jud  and  honour¬ 
able ;  and  that  no  aCtion  of  mine 
has  difgraced  my  own  dation,  or 
reflected  any  dilcredit  upon  thofe  to 
whom  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
allied.  It  will,  however,  better  be¬ 
come  me  to  refer  you,  gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
witnefles  who  will  be  called  to  fpeak 
of  my  conduft  and  character,  than 
to  defire  you  to  receive  your  in¬ 
formation  from  my  own  report. 
Deeply  as  my  mind  feels  and  refents 
the  unmerited  difgrace  of  the  im¬ 
putation  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  me,  I  iubmit  chearfully  to  a 
trial  by  the  laws  of  my  country — 
1  know  that  thofe  laws  will  not  luf 

fe 
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fer  criminals  of  any  rank  to  elude 
their  judice:  but  I  alfo  know,  and 
it  is  now  my  confolation  and  fecu- 
rity  to  know,  that  the  punilhments 
they  inflid,  can  only  fall  upon  the 
guilty  head ;  and  that  innocence  is 
fafe,  protected  by  the  wifdom  and 
integrity  of  an  Englilh  judge  and 
jury.— I  have  only  to  add  my  molt 
folemn  denial  of  the  charge— to  re¬ 
quell:  your  attention  to  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  as  the  learned  gentlemen 
with  whole  counfel  I  am  afiided 
ihall  think  proper  to  lay  before  you; 
and  to  declare  my  entire  confidence 
in  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  my  coun¬ 
try,  for  the  vindication  of  my  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  protection  of  my  life, 
againd  an  attack  commenced  with 
a  view  to  extort  money  from  me, 
and  continued  by  malice  and  wick- 
ednefs.’, 

The  learned  judge  then  faid, 

“  My  lord  Dungarvan,  it  is  but 
judice  to  you  to  fay,  that  it  is  im- 
pollible  you  can  go  from  this  bar 
with  the  leall  imputation  on  your 
character ;  and  as  to  your  impru¬ 
dence  in  this  affair,  you  feem  to  be 
already  perfectly  fenfible.” 

The  profecutrix  and  her  witneffes 
retired  from  the  court,  amidit  the 
hifles  and  execrations  of  the  au¬ 
dience. 

j  ^  The  fefiions  at  the  Old 
<  .  '  Bailey  ended,  when  judg¬ 
ment  of  death  was  palfed  by  Mr. 
Common  Serjeant  on  the  following 
capital  convicts,  viz.  Ann  Rhodes, 
Ann  King,  Thomas  Pointer,  Tho¬ 
mas  Herbert,  John  Randall,  Neal 
M‘Mullen,  William  Smith,  Seze  de 
Souza,  John,. Wallis,  Charles  Alden, 
£>aniel  Buckeridge,  and  George 
Cook,  a  boy  about  13  years  of  age; 
17  were  Sentenced  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  beyond  the  feas  for  feven  years; 


two  to  be  imprifoned  in  Newgate 
for  one  year,  and  one  for  three 
months ;  fix  in  Clerkenwell  Bride¬ 
well  ;  nine  to  be  publicly  and  five 
privately  whipped;  one  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  as  an  Ead  India  fol- 
dier,  and  14  were  delivered  by  pro¬ 
clamation. 

Dublin.  This  day  our  par-  , 
Lament  met,  according  to  ad-  20  * 
journment.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Bourke,  Earl 
of  Mayo,  having  produced  the  roy¬ 
al  patent  creating  his  father  earl  of 
Mayo,  was  introduced,  and  took  the 
oaths ;  as  was  alfo  the  Right  Hon. 
Arthur  Achefon,  Vifcount  Gosford. 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Clements, 
Baron  Leitrim,  took  the  oaths  and 
his  feat. 

Dundalk.  A  mod  fhocking  tranf- 
aCtion  took  place  on  Friday  night 
lad  at  Forkhill,  within  two  miles  of 
this  town  :  at  the  dead  hour  of  the 
night,  the  houfe  of  the  paaiih  fchool- 
mafter  was  furrouaded  by  a  bandit¬ 
ti,  who,  having  broke  in,  took  the 
man/his  wife,  and  their  fon,  a  boy 
fourteen  years  old,  and  cut  their 
tongues  out  of  their  heads ;  after 
which  they  took  the  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  and  chopt  olf  their  fingers. 
So  black  and  attrocious  an  aCt  dands 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  this 
country. 

.  Whitehall.  It  appears  by  the  , 
advices  from  India  brought  ^  * 
by  the  Houghton,  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fhips,  that  major  general 
Medows  had  taken  the  command 
of  the  army,  which  had  been  col¬ 
lected  in  the  Carnatic,  and  had 
marched  into  the  dominions  of 
Tippoo  Sultan;  and  that  Caroor, 
Duraporam,  and  Coimbetour,  had 
been  taken  by  him  without  any  re¬ 
finance.  Major  Maitland,  who  is 
*  B  2  arrived 
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arrived  in  the  Houghton,  alio  brings 
an  account  of  the  Surrender  of  Din- 
digul. 

The  letters  from  the  government 
of  Bengal  contain  the  information, 
that  treaties  of  alliance  had  been 
finally  concluded  by  that  govern¬ 
ment  with  the  Mahrattas,  and  the 
Nizam  ;  and  that  lord  Cornwallis 
had  received  from  the  compte  de 
Conway,  governor-general  cf  the 
French  pofielTions  to  the  eadward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the 
mod  unequivocal  afifurances  of  per¬ 
fect  neutrality. 

^  j  This  morning,  between 

3  three  and  four  o’clock,  an 
alarming  fire  broke  out  in  the  count- 
ing-houie  and  ware-room  of  Meif. 
Biggars  and  Co.  manufadurers  at 
Sciennes,  on  the  fouth  fide  ©f  Edin¬ 
burgh.  It  had  got  to  a  confidera- 
ble  height  before  it  was  difcovered, 
and  from  the  great  quantity  of  lint, 
yarn,  linen,  &c.  in  the  premises, 
there  was  reafon  to  expert  the  mod 
ferious  confequences.  Several  of 
the  magidrates  attended ;  and  by 
the  exertions  of  the  company’s  fer- 
vants,  abided  by  the  town-guard,  a 
detachment  of  the  q.2d  regiment, 
engines,  &c.  the  fire  was  got  under, 
and  a  very  confiderable  property,  in 
linen,  yarn,  &c.  preferved ;  but  dill 
the  lofs  incurred  is  to  a  great 
amount.  The  fire  was  occafioned 
by  fome  hot  adies  that  were  put  in¬ 
to  a  wooden  bucket,  and  left  on  the 
floor  of  the  ware-room,  after  the 
chimneys  were  fwept.  • 

,  Liverpool.  The  conderna- 

r  *  *  tion  at  Aftiton-  under  -Line, 
between  five  and  fix  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  was  great.  Every  per- 
fon  in  the  fereets  was  fo  terrified  as  to 
fhrick  and  run  into  fhops  and  houfes 
for  fhelter.  The  thunder  burd  from 
a  cloud  which  feemed  to  hang  over 


the  town,  and  the  lightning  was 
perceived  almoft  in  the  fame  inftant, 
the  thunder  making  only  one  tre¬ 
mendous  cradi.  It  was  probably 
well  for  the  town,  that  the  ele&ric 
fire  was  attra&ed  by  the  iron  work 
which  ornaments  the  church -deeple. 
It  druck  the  weather-cock,  melted 
fome  part  of  it,  and  threw  many 
dones  from  the  deeple  ;  it  then  en¬ 
tered  the  belfry,  and  melted  the 
wires.  See.  and  alfo  thofe  of  the 
clock ;  from  thence  it  followed  the 
iron- rod  that  guides  the  hand  of  the 
clock,  to  a  dial  within  the  church, 
placed  on  the  top  of  the  organ,  and 
in  its  way  wreded  a  piece  of  knotty 
oak  of  four  inches  fquare  from  one 
of  the  beams  that  fupport  the  roof 
of  the  church,  befides  taking  with 
it  a  confiderable  part  of  the  cornice 
of  the  dial ;  from  the  dial  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  organ  to  the  cur¬ 
tain-rod  in  the  front  of  it,  and  run¬ 
ning  frdm  the  fouth  to  the  north 
end  of  the  rod,  it  took  down  an  up¬ 
right  iron  from  the  ceiling,  and 
rent  it  with  fuch  violence,  that 
fplinters  were  found  dicking  in  the 
oppolite  ceiling,  as  if  dilcharged 
from  a  gun.  It  then  penetrated 
through  the  floor  of  the  gallery, 
and  followed  an  iron  pillar  at  the 
foot,  and  from  thence  it  is  fuppofed 
to  have  gone  difterent  ways,  after 
fplitting  many  of  the  pews,  as 
there  are  marks  where  it  pafled, 
both  in  the  windows  at  the  weft, 
as  well  as  that  at  the  end  of  the 
earl  of  Stamford’s  chapel  in  the 
eaft. 


A  child  of  eighteen  months  ^ 


old  was  found  dead  near  Ply- 
mouth ;  and  it  appeared  on  the  co¬ 
roner’s  inqueft,  that  the  child  died 
in  confequence  of  a  cat  fucking  it's 
breath,  thereby  cccafiouing  a  ftran- 
gulation. 

26th. 
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r  ,  Scotland.  A  letter  from 
*  Patten  weam  brings  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  mod  melancholy  cata- 
ftrophe  which  happened  there  on 
Wednefday,  the  26th  of  January, 
where  the  keeper  of  the  light-houfe 
on  the  illand  of  Mayo,  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  were  almoil  all  found  fuffo- 
cated.  No  light  having  appeared 
on  the  ifland  for  fome  days,  the 
anxiety  of  the  people  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  much  raifed,  but  no 
boat  dared  approach  the  illand  by 
reafon  of  the  violent  dorms :  thefe 
being  fomewhat  abated,  one  of  the 
bell  boats  belonging  to  the  town 
reached  the  ifland  in  fafety,  but 
found  the  door  of  the  light-houfe 
bolted.  This  they  broke  open,  and 
were  at  laid,  after  fome  delay,  met  on 
the  Hairs  by  a  man  in  fuch  a  Hate  as 
to  be  unable  to  give  them  an  ac¬ 
count  of  what  had  happened.  They 
therefore  went  to  the  light- keeper’s 
|  apartments,  where  they  found  the 
man  and  his  wife  dead,  with  an  in¬ 
fant  alive,  fucking  its  dead  mother’s 
bread.  In  another  bed  three  chil¬ 
dren  dead,  and  two  but  juft  living  ; 
they  were  expofed  to  tae  air,  and 
feemed  to  revive,  and  with  the  two 
men,  alliftants  to  the  keeper,  were 
carried  to  Crail,  where  the  eldeft  of 
the  children  died  the  next  day.  This 
fad  fcene  was  produced  by  the  care- 
leffnefs  of  the  aiii  Hants,  who  had 
negledied  to  brim  the  alhes  in  the 
lower  apartments,  which  the  high 
winds  had  blown  up,  and  the  fmoke 
having  no  vent  occaiioned  fuffoca- 
tion. 


v  This  morning  early  a  pret- 
'  *  ty  thick  fhowerof  rain  fell  in 

and  round  the  metropolis,  which  was 
attended  with  fome  flalhes  of  light¬ 
ning,  but  no  thunder  or  wind.  The 
light  was  not  vivid,  but  refembled 


rather  the  Aurora  Borealis,  when 
ftrong. 

This  day  the  cafe  of  the  ci- 
ty  of  London  againH  the  cor-  1  * 

poration  of  King’s  Lynn  came  on 
to  be  argued  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench.  It  was  a  writ  of  error  from 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  where  a 
trial  at  bar  was  had  on  a  writ  de 
cjjendo  quictum  de  theolonio  (of  being 
quit  of  toll)  brought  by  the  city  of 
London,  to  aflert  the  right  of  their 
citizens  being  exempted  from  a  toll 
on  corn,  demanded  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  Lynn — A  verdidt  had  been 
given  for  the  city  of  London,  and 
the  errors  were  afligned  on  the  in¬ 
formality  of  the  declaration.  After 
much  abHrufe  argument  by  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  le  Blanc,  for  King’s  Lynn,  and 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  for  London,  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  reverfed  the 
judgment,  on  the  ground  that  the 
declaration  did  not  Hate  that  the  city 
of  London  had  received  fuch  an  in¬ 
jury  on  which  an  adtion  could  be 
maintained,  the  corporation  of  Lynn 
having  demanded,  but  not  having 
received  or  diHrained  for,  the  toll  in 
queHion.  It  is  fuppofed  this  caufe, 
will  be  carried  to  the  houfe  of  lords. 

On  Monday  came  on  before  a 
the  Court  of  Judiciary  at  ^IiLc 
Edinburgh,  the  trial  of  eight  perfons, 
charged  with  having  feized  by  force, 
carried  off,  and  captivating  William 
Wells,  of  Lochmabane,  counfellcr 
of  that  borough,  on  the  Sth  of  July, 
1790,  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  free¬ 
dom  of  election  of  delegates  for  the 
faid  borough.  Four  of  the  parties 
did  not  appear;  and  Mr.  Macono- 
chie,  one  of  the  counfel  for  the  pan¬ 
ne',  Hated,  that  they  had  found  bail 
for  fix  months,  to  anfwer  all  allega¬ 
tions  againH  them;  and  that  time 
being  now  elapied,  ^nd  they  out:  of 
*  B  3  the 
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the  kingdom,  the  fummons  was  not 
properly  ferved ;  he  therefore  prayed 
that  the  court  would  find  the  bail  not 
forfeited,  which  their  lordihips  found 
accordingly. 

The  four  others  appeared,  and 
pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  Hamilton, 
junior  counfel,  ftated  in  their  de¬ 
fence,  that  Wells  had  promifed  his 
vote  to  both  parties,  and  had  fallen 
upon  the  expedient  of  having  him- 
felf  carried  off  to  fave  his  honour. 
This  plea,  however,  was  over-ruled, 
and  the  trial  proceeded  to  convic¬ 
tion.  They  have  fince  received  fen- 
tence  as  follows :  John  Lindfay  to 
be  imprifoned  in  the  Canongategaol 
for  three  months,  to  pay  a  fine  of  50I. 
fteriing,  and  to  be  afterwards  ba- 
nilhed  Scotland  for  feven  years : 
John  Lockerby,  Peter  Foreft,  and 
James  Thornburn,  to  be  confined  in 
the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  till 
Wednefday  the  23d  inftant ;  on  that 
day  to  be  publicly  whipped  through 
the  ftreets  of  that  city,  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  executioner,  and 
then  banilhed  Scotland  for  feven 
years:  all  under  the  ufual  certifica¬ 
tions,  in  cafe  of  any  of  them  being 
found  in  this  country  during  the 
above  period.  Mr.  Lindfay  is  to  be 
allowed  three  months  to  put  his  af¬ 
fairs  in  order,  previous  to  going  into 
baniffiment;  and  the  other  three 
from  the  23d  inftant  to  the  ift  of 
April. 

Died,  lately,  at  Paris,  literally  of 
want,  Mr.  Oftervald,  a  well-known 
banker.  This  man,  originally  of 
Heufchatel,  felt  the  violence  of  the 
dileafe  of  avarice  fo  ftrongly,  that 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  no 
importunities  could  induce  him  to 
buy  a  few  pounds  of  meat  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  a  little  foup  for 
him.  “  ’Tis  true,”  faid  he,  “  I 
Ihould  not  diflike  the  foup,  but  I 


have  no  appetite  for  the  meat;  what 
then  is  to  become  of  that  ?”  At  the 
time  that  he  refufed  this  nourish¬ 
ment,  for  fear  of  being  obliged  to 
give  away  two  or  three  pounds  of 
meat,  there  was  tied  round  his  neck 
a  filken  bag,  vyhich  contained  800 
afiignats  of  1,000  livres  each.  At 
his  outfet  in  life  he  drank  a  pint  of 
beer  (which  ferved  him  for  fupper) 
every  night  at  a  houfe  much  fre¬ 
quented,  from  which  he  carried  home 
all  the  bottle-corks  he  could  come 
at.  Of  thefe,  in  the  courfe  of  eight 
years,  he  had  collected  as  many  as 
fold  for  twelve  louis-d’or,  a  fum  that 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  for¬ 
tune,  the  fuperftru&ure  of  which 
was  rapidly  raifed  by  his  uncommon 
fuccefs  in  ftock-jobbing.  He  died 
poffefied  of  three  millions  of  livres 
(125,000b  fterling). 

2 1  ft,  at  his  houfe  near  Croft- 
fquare,  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  aged  69, 
Mr.  Thomas  Kent.  He  was  many 
years  remarkable  for  his  fordid 
manner  of  living,  though  pofiefled 
of  an  opulent  fortune,  as,  from  the 
loweft  ftate  of  indigence,  he  gra¬ 
dually  came  into  poffefljon  of  the 
whole  court  in  which  he  lived,  as 
well  as  feveral  other  tenements  in 
different  parts  of  the  town.  Mr. 
Kent  and  his  wife  were  well  known 
for  feveral  years  by  riding  in  the 
chara&ers  of  king  and  queen  “to 
Horn- fair,  as  well  as  by  accumulat¬ 
ing  a  fufficiency  for  purchafing  th$ 
firff  houfe  they  lived  in  by  boiling 
bones  which  they  picked  up  in  the 
ftreets.  During  the  life  of  his  fpoufe, 
they  always  kept  their  birth-days  by 
diftributing  beef  and  beer  among 
their  tenants ;  but  fince  her  death, 
though  his  property  has  been  in- 
crealing,  his  difpofition  became  fo 
penurious,  that  from  his  appearance 
among  ftrangers,  he  was  frequently 
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miltaken  for  a  beggar.  A  perfon  of 
fome  landed  property,  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  old  Dick, 
and  of  the  fame  turn  of  mind,  has 
lived  with  him  for  feveral  years  pall, 
to  whom,  and  an  infant  niece,  all  his 
property  is  willed. 

25th,  in  Cleveland -row,  Saint 
James’s-place,  in  his  fe  verity- fccond 
year,  of  a  violent  urinary  complaint, 
George  Auguftus  Selvvyn,  efquire, 
member  of  parliament  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Ludgerlhall,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  and  formerly  reprelenta- 
tive  for  the  city  of  Gloucefter.  He 
was  furveyor-general  of  the  crown- 
lands,  furveyor  of  the  meltings,  and 
clerk  of  the  irons  in  the  Mint,  and 
regifter  in  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
the  ifland  of  Barbadoes.  He  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  to  which  place 
he  returned,  after  making  the  tour 
of  Europe.  He  had  not  been  at  Ox¬ 
ford  long,  when,  on  account  of  fome 
fuppofed  religious  irregularities,  he 
had  a  hint  to  leave  the  college,  which 
he  took,  and,  being  pofTeTred  of  a 
good  fortune,  he  threw  himfelf  into 
the  fafhionable  circles  of  the  town. 
He  was  highly  qualified  for  this 
fphere,  being  polfefled  of  much  claf- 
fical  knowledge,  a  brilliant  wit,  good 
humour,  and  a  confiderable  lhare  of 
obfervation.  He  therefore  was  foon 
noticed  as  a  wit  and  bon  ‘vivant,  and 
divided  with  the  late  lord  Chefter- 
fieid  moft  of  the  good  things  of  their 
times.  Mr.  Selwyn  took  care  not 
to  be  ruined  by  his  wit  (as  has  been 
|  the  cafe  with  many  others)  ;  he  had 
“  pudding  as  well  as  praife,”  being 
in  pofleflion  of  feveral  advantageous 
places,  which  he  enjoyed  under  fe¬ 
veral  adminiftrations.  He  was  at 
one  time  of  his  life  much  in  the  habit 
of  gaming ;  but  he  foon  gave  it  up 
(except  for  trifling  fums),  being,  as 
he  faid,  “  one  of  the  greateft  con- 
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Aimers  of  time,  fortune,  conftitution, 
and  thinking.”  His  places  being 
moftly  finecures  enabled  him  to  enjoy 
the  otimn  cum  dignitate,  which  he  did 
with  Angular  advantage  to  himfelf 
and  his  friends.  Amongft  the  latter 
he  will  be  long  lamented  as  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  good-humour,  wit,  and  convi¬ 
viality.  He  died  very  much  in  the 
bofom  of  the  church,  having  the  Bi¬ 
ble  read  to  him  conftantly  during 
the  whole  of  his  illnefs. 


PE  BR  U  ARY. 

On  this  day  there  was  the  , 
higheft  flood-tide  on  the  ri-  2C** 
ver  Thames  that  has  ever  been  re¬ 
membered. 

Above  Weflminfler  Bridge  it 
overflowed  the  banks  of  the  river  on 
both  fides,*particularly  at  Milbank, 
where  it  came  into  the  Horfe- ferry 
road,  and  carried  away  feveral  logs 
of  timber,  &c  In  Palace-yard  it 
was  near  two  feet  deep.  It  alfo  ran 
into  Weftminfter-hall,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  people  palling  for  two  hours. 
Boats  came  through  the  palfage  of 
Old  Palace-yard  from  the  Thames, 
and  rowed  up  to  Weft  minder-hall 
gate.  The  inhabitants  in  Milbank- 
ltreet  were  obliged  to  pafs  to  and 
from  their  houfes  in  boats.  The  two 
Scotland-yards,  and  Privy-gardens, 
Whitehall,  were  entirely  under  wa¬ 
ter,  and  many  parts  rendered  impaf- 
fable  for  two  hours.  People  were 
obliged  in  thole  places  to  be  taken 
from  their  houfes  on  men’s  backs  ; 
and  feveral  poor  people,  who  keep 
fmall  Ihops  near  the  barracks  in 
Scotland-yard,  had  four  feet  water  in 
their  Ihops,  and  their  beds  floating 
in  their  rooms. 

Weftminfter-hall  has  differed 
much.  The  water  ran  in  at  the  great 
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door  for  more  than  an  hour,  and 
undid  all  that  had  been  doing  for 
many  weeks  to  render  the  court  d/y, 
warm,  and  comfortable,  by  braziers, 
doves,  and  other  artificial  means. 
Above  bridge  the  tide  rofe  three  feet 
higher  than  ufual. 

The  ground  floor  of  lord  Bel- 
grave’s  houfe,  and  the  garden,  were 
flooded  two  feet  deep;  as  werealmoft 
all  the  gardens  ard-  nurfery-grounds 
round  Chelfea  and  Lambeth. 

Below  bridge  the  low  meadows 
and  marChes  were  aimed  one  con¬ 
tinued  flioal  of  water  for  fome 
hours. 

In  the  evening  of  Tuefd^y,  the 
flrft  of  February,  it  began  to  blow 
from  N.N.W.  on  thecoaft  of  Kent, 
which  in  the  night  increaied  to  a 
hurricane,  with  ftrong  Hallies  of 
lightening.  In  the  morning  cf 
Wednelday  it  was  full  tide  at  leaft 
two  hours  before  the  uiual  tinfe,  and 
tumbled  in  with  a  tremendous  furf, 
threatening  deflru&ion  to  every 
thing  that  oppofed  its  fury. 

.  The  Tea  walls  and  banks  at  Sea* 
falter  were  in  feveral  places  broken 
down  and  walked  away,  and  the 
marih-lands  flooded  to  a  great  depth; 
fo  that  the  Cheep  and  other  cattle 
were  with  the  greeted  difficulty  dri¬ 
ven  off.  - 

At  Whitftable  fome  of  the  ftore- 
houfes  on  the  beach  were  whirled 
down,  and  the  waves  rolled  hi  io  fu- 
rioufly,  that  the  inhabitants  were 
under  the  mod  dreadful  apprehen- 
iions. 

At  Deal  the  dorm  was  dill  more 
threatening.  The  waves  there  broke 
over  the  fea-bank  into  Beach-ftreet, 
many  parts  of  which  were  quite  un¬ 
der  water.  Fortunately  the  dorm 
happened  in  the  day-time,  or  much 
damage  would  in  general  have  been 
fuflained. 


Upon  the  north  and  wed  coafts  of 
Eflex,  the  inhabitants  have  been 
greater  fufferers  than  thofe  of  the 
oppofite  county.  Not  an  illand  but 
has  feverely  differed.  Thofe  of  Pot- 
ten,  Wallace*  and  New  England 
were  totally  overflowed ;  in  the  latter, 
400  Iheep  were  fwept  off  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fea.  Foulnefs  and. 
Canvey  Iiles  have  Hkewife  received 
material  injury;  and  there  are  three 
immenfe  breaches  in  the  north-wed 
walls  of  Canvey  ifland,  through 
which  the  tide  flows  and  ebbs  with 
vad  impetuoflty. 

At  Ipfwich,  about  1 1  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  fea  rulhed  from  its 
bed,  and  overflowed  all  the  gardens, 
malt-houfes,  and  houfes,  fltuated 
near  the  (alt-water  rivers.  A  boat 
was  rowed  upon  the  bowling-green. 
The  common  quay  was  quite  over¬ 
flowed,  and  immenfe  damage  done  to 
the  goods  in  the  warehoufes,  lodged 
there  for  the  trading  hoys. 

This  inundation  has  been  gene¬ 
ral  upon  the  Suffolk  coafl.  At  Wood- 
bridge,  Aldborough,  Orford,  and 
other  places,  much  damage  has  been 
done. 

At  Powderham  caflle,  as 
the  hon.  Mifs  Courtenay  was 
Aanding  near  the  drawing-room  fire, 
in  earned  converfation  with  another 
lady,  her  cloaths  unfortunately  took 
fire,  and  (he  was  almod  indantly  en¬ 
veloped  in  flames.  Lord  Courtenay, 
who  flood  near,  had  the  prefence  of 
mind  to  throw  her  down,  and  to  roll 
the  carpet  round  her,  by  which  her 
life  was  laved,  but  not  without  being 
terribly  fcorched.  His  lordlhip’s 
hands  and  face  were  likewife  much 
burnt. 

Court  of  King’s-benclr.  Bar-  ^ 
tholomew  Quailn,  labourer,  in  r 
the  Iile  of  Ely,  had  Been  indi&ed 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Ann  his  • 
a  wife, 
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ylfe,  when  the  jury  found  a  fpecial 
tferdifi,  which  was  fent  to  the  court 
ofKing’s-bench  for  their  con  fide  ra¬ 
tion.  The  fails  ftated  in  this  verdict 
were  thefe:  Bartholomew  Qnailn, 
and  Ann  his  wife,  came  peaceably 
out  of  a  publie-houfe,  where  they  had 
been  drinking  together,  he  in  liquor, 
flie  not;  that  when  they  got  into  the 
high*1. ay  they  appeared  to  be  quar¬ 
relling  about  a  bag  which  lhe  wanted 
him  to  give  to  her  ;  that  during  the 
time  they  were  fo  quarrelling,  the 
faid  Ann  was  fitting  in  the  ftreet ; 
a,nd  the  jury  found  that  the  laid  Ann 
rofe  from  the  ground  and  walked 
along  the  faid  ftreet,  and  her  huf- 
band  followed  her,  and  gave  her  two 
or  three  kicks ;  that  afterwards  fe- 
veral  fhrieks  and  cries  were  heard, 
and  the  faid  Ann  was  feen  to  run 
awayffrom  him,  fo  crying  and  fhriek 
ing:  and  when  fhe  ran  away  he 
overtook  her  and  kicked  her  down, 
and  afterward,  when  he  had  kicked 
her  down,  and  retired  a  few  paces 
from  her,  he  returned  to  her  again, 
and  while  fne  was  on  the  ground  he 
gave  her  feveral  kicks  on  the  thighs, 
&nd  on  the  right  and  left  fide  of  her 
body ;  that  when  he  had  fo  kicked 
Jier  lhe  rofe  once  more  from  the 
ground;  that  Bartholomew  when  fhe 
role  kicked  her  down  again  ;  and 
after  the  faid  Ann  had  been  fo  kicked 
down,  £he  rofe,  and  faid  to  the  pri- 
foner,  “  You  have  killed  me'”-—  and 
when  a  woman,  who  was  near,  afked 
the  prifoner  why  he  beat  his  wife  ? 
and  faid  if  fhe  had  ftrength  enough 
ihe  would  prevent  him  from  exercif- 
jngany  more  barbarity  upon  her,  he 
faid  he  would  ferve  her  in  the  fame 
manner. 

The  fpecial  verdifl  farther  ftated, 
that  the  unfortunate  deceafed  got 
Up,  and  with  great  difficulty  walked 
about  thirty  yards,  held  her  hand  to 


her  left  fide,  became  pale,  and  fell 
down.  The  jury  found  that  the 
kicks  fo  given  were  given  with  great 
violence,  and  by  the  kicks  the  fpleen 
was  burft,  of  which  faid  burfting  of 
the  fpleen  fhe  aftervyards  died.  Thep 
the  verdict  found,  that  from  the  iirft 
kick  till  the  time  fhe  received  the 
laft  kick  was  half  an  hour,  and  that 
from  the  time  of  receiving  the  laft 
kick  till  (he  died  was  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes.  The  fpecial  verdifl  like  wife 
found,  that  the  prifoner  on  hearing 
of  his  wife’s  death  exprefled  great- 
forrow. 

The  queftion  for  the  decifion  of 
the  court  was,  “  Whether  thefe  fails, 
fo  found  by  the  jury,  amounted  to 
the  crime  of  murder,  or  only  to  the 
offence  of  manflaughter  ?” 

The  court  delivered  their  opi¬ 
nions  feriatim,  and  were  unanimous 
in  thinking  that  the  prifoner  was 
clearly  guilty  of  the  crime  of  mur¬ 
der. 

On  the  following  Monday  Quailn 
was  executed  puriuant  to  his  fen. 
tence. 

This  day  the  ground  on  the  , 

N.  E.  fide  of  Whitehaven  fell-  '* 
in  in  three  places,  to  the  great  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  acci¬ 
dent  was  foon  difcovered  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  earth  giving 
way  over  an  old  coal-work  which 
had  been  worked  about  fifty  years 
ago,  and  left  unfilled  up.  About  the 
time  the  above  accident  happened, 
the  water  broke  in  upon  the  pre-/ 
fent  coal- work,  by  which  two  men, 
one  woman,  and  five  horfes  were 
drowned. 

The  cafe  of  Left'y  and  . 
Mills  was  determined  by  the  IO’'  * 
court  ofKing’s-bench;  the  queftion 
was,  “  Whether  a  bill  of  exchange 
is  liable  to  a  proteft  if  not  paid 
within  banking-hours  ?”  The  court . 

determined. 
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determined,  that  it  cannot  be  pro- 
tefled  till  the  day  after  the  day  on 
which  it  is  due.  They  alfo  faid, 
that  bills  payable  at  fo  many  days 
after  fight  are  not  fubjeft  to  a  protefl 
at  all,  under  the  aft  of  K.  Will.  III. 
and  that  in  no  cafe  ought  more  than 
6d.  to  be  paid  for  proteiKng,  pur- 
fuant  to  that  aft. 

This  afternoon,  about  four 
l6tht*  o’clock,  Mr.  Arnold  was 
robbed  by  a  fmgle  highwayman, 
whofe  name  was  Carter,  at  no  great 
diflance  from  his  own  houfe,  near 
Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  robbery  had  been  commit¬ 
ted,  Mr.  Arnold  gave  a  general 
alarm,  and  immediate  purfuit  was 
made  by  Mr.  Pitman,  mailer  of  the 
Harrow  public-houfe  on  Madam- 
fcot-hill,  and  Mr.  Hall,  mailer  of  the 
White  Hart  at  Riverhead,  and  feve- 
ral  others.  The  highwayman  was 
firft  overtaken  by  Mr.  Pitman  near 
Seal,  and  a  piftol  heard  to  fire ;  and 
©n  Mr.  Hall’s  coming  up  he  found 
the  robber  on  the  ground,  and  Mr. 
Pitman  lying  near  him  quite  dead, 
.having  diflocated  his  neck  by  the 
fall.  The  highwayman,  who  had 
received  a  ihot  in  the  head,  was  car¬ 
ried  to  Riverhead,  where  the  ball 
was  extracted,  fince  which  he  has 
been  committed  to  Maidilone  gaol, 
but  Hill  lies  dangerouily  ill.  After 
the  robbery  he  was  fo  incautious  as 
to  flop  and  drink  at  one  or  two 
places,  and  to  requeil  that  the  par¬ 
ties  would  fay,  in  cafe  any  inquiry 
was  made  after  a  perfon  palling  that 
way,  that  he  had  gone  a  contrary 
one.  It  fince  appears  that  after 
Mr.  Pitman  had  fired,  he  attempted 
to  leize  the  highwayman,  but  in  the 
flruggle  was  thrown  from  his  horfe, 
and  inftantly  killed, as  above  related. 
On  fearching  Carter’s  pockets  were 
found,  feveral  papers,  which  led  to  a 


difcovery  that  his  lodgings  w ere 
near  the  Pantheon,  Oxford-ftreet; 
where  they  difcovered  a  lick  man 
in  bed,  who  turns  out  to  be  one  Par- 
fons,  another  highwayman,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  wounded  by  Lord 
Falkland’s  fervant  on  Hounflow- 
heath  about  three  weeks  ago. 

The  celebrated  colleftion 


of  mufical  inflruments,  to- 


17th. 

gether  with  the  mufical  library,  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland,  were 
this  day  knocked  down  at  Chriflie’s, 
It  confifted  of  an  immenfe  collection 
of  almoll  all  the  compofers  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  for  near  200  years  paft.  Han¬ 
del’s  works,  Haydn’s,  Baumgarten’s, 
and  a  few  others,  fold  very  high. 
A  beautiful  ton’d  organ,  by  Green, 
with  a  piano  forte  flop,  went  for  76I. 
13s.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  in  pof- 
felfion  of  a  violin  by  Stainer,  vvhich 
has  long  been  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  the  amateurs.  It  is  now  in 
the  hundred  and  twenty-firfl  year  of 
its  age;  the  purchafer  is  Mr.  Bra- 
dyll,.  at  the  price  of  130  guineas! 
Another  violin,  with  a  tenor  and 
violoncello,  by  the  fame  maker, 
were  fold  for  138  guineas.  Mr. 
Condell  bought  the  favourite  tenor 
for  50  guineas;  and  feveral  other 
inflruments  fold  at  high  prices.  All 
the  great  performers  in  town  were, 
prefent.  | 

At  the  fale  of  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland’s  books,  Catefby’s  Natural 
Hiflory  of  North  Carolina,  finely 
coloured,  went  at  f.  15.  15L  Mag¬ 
na  Britannia  et  Hibernia,  at  £.  52. 
lOL  The  Antiquities  of  Ancient 
Rome,  including  the  Vatican,  by 
Piranelli,  Rofs,  Aquila,  &c.  at 
£.  524.  iol  This  fuperb  work  was. 
prefented  to  the  Duke  by  Pope 
Ganganelli. 

This  day  was  executed  at  1 
Edinburgh,  William  Ga-  20Ul* 

defby. 
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defby,  one  of  the  mod  notorious  vil¬ 
lains  that  has  figured  in  the  line  of 
roguery  in  this  country  for  many 
years.  He  appeared  upon  the  plat¬ 
form  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  two  o’clock,  drefTed  in  white, 
trimmed  with  black.  The  awful 
folemnity,  the  dreadful  apparatus 
of  death,  and  the  near  approach  of 
eternity,  all  combined,  feemed  nei¬ 
ther  to  lhake  his  frame,nor  agitate  his 
mind !  Had  he  died  in  a  better  caufe, 
he  could  not  have  evinced  greater 
fortitude,  nor  been  more  collected. 
He  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Finlayfon.  Having  fpent  fome 
time  in  prayer,  he  afcended  the  drop 
with  a  firm  flep,  and  flood  with 
great  compofure  till  the  apparatus 
was  properly  adjufled  ;  he  then  ad- 
drefled  himfelf  in  an  audible  voice 
to  the  multitude,  and  gave  a  hiftory 
of  his  life,  which  feems  to  have  been 
one  continued  fcene  of  depredation 
and  plunder;  and  though  only  28 
years  of  age,  his  criminal  exploits 
appear,  both  in  variety  and  number, 
to  equal,  if  not  exceed,  the  atchieve- 
ments  of  the  mofl  dexterous  grey¬ 
haired  offender. 

He  particularly  mentioned,  that 
the  officer  on  guard  in  the  caflle 
ought  to  examine  all  hackney- 
chairs  which  go  out  in  the  night¬ 
time;  for  he  often  got  out  that 
way,  and  committed  depredations 
about  Edinburgh. 

With  his  lad  breath,  he  declared 
Falconer,  Bruce,  and  Dick,  who 
were  executed  here  two  years  ago 
for  robbing  the  Dundee  Bank,  in¬ 
nocent  of  that  crime,  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  own  guilt  1 

At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  com¬ 
mitted  his  firfl  crime,  by  dealing  a 
pocket-book  from  a  llationer’s  fhop ; 
and  from  that  time  never  miffed  a 


fair  opportunity  of  poiTeffing  him¬ 
felf  of  money  or  goods,  by  fraud  op 
force,  till  the  day  he  was  confined 
in  gaol.  The  fums  he  dole  or  ac¬ 
quired  by  thievery  and  cheating, 
according  to  his  own  account,  did 
not  amount  to  lefs  than  2Qooh,be- 
fides  what  he  made  by  the  ruin  of 
unfortunate  women  whom  he  fe- 
duced.  He  feemed  fo  abandoned 
as  to  glory  in  his  crimes. 

The  Seffions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  judgment 
of  death  was  paffed  upon  James 
Johnfon,  who  was  convifled  of  a 
burglary  on  Wednefday  lad;  one 
was  fentenced  to  be  tranfported  for 
fourteen  years ;  twenty-eight  for 
feven  years;  five  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate;  nine  in  Clerkenwell 
bridewell;  fix  to  be  publicly  and. 
two  privately  whipped ;  and  feven- 
teen  difcharged. 

Amongd  the  prifoners  convi&ed  ■ 
of  felonies  was  John  Belville,  for 
dealing  at  Buckingham-houfe  a  pair 
of  diver  fnutfers  and  dand,  and  two  • 
candledick  nozzles,  the  property  of 
his  Majedy.  > 

Mifs  Eliza  Goter,  a  young  lady 
of  great  beauty,  and  female  com¬ 
panion  to  Mifs  Burney,  who  had 
apartments  in  Buckingham-houfe, 
and  attends  upon  the  perfon  of  the 
queen,  was  the  fird  witnefs  called; 
and  fne  proved,  that  on  the  evening  . 
of  the  24th  of  January  fhe  left  this 
property  in  the  anti-chamber,  near 
to  the  queen’s  dreffing-room,  when 
fhe  retired  to  red  in  Mifs  Burney’s  > 
bed-chamber,  where  fhe  flept.  She 
alfo  proved,  that  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  who  was  a  German,  had  about 
four  years  ago  lived  as  footman  to 
Mifs  Burney. 

William  Mofs,  the  prefent  foot¬ 
man,  proved,  that  at  half  pad  feven 

o’clock 
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o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  he 
went  into  the  anti-chamber,  the  pro¬ 
perty  was  gone. 

John  Beak  Heather,  the  pawn¬ 
broker,  to  whom  the  public  are  fo 
frequently  indebted  for  the  appre- 
henfion  of  thieves,  proved  that  the 
prifoner,  on  the  4th  of  February,  of¬ 
fered  fome  bits  of  filver  to  pawn ; 
but  that,  fufpedting  he  had  not  come 
honeftly  by  them,  he  immediately 
feized  him,  and  delivered  him  into 
the  cuftody  of  Macmanus,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where 

£■> 

information  had  already  been  lodged 
of  this  robbery  having  been  com¬ 
mitted,  and  a  very  accurate  dcfcrip- 
tion  given  of  the  things  ftolen;  and 
by  the  confeHion  of  the  prifoner,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  property  was 
found  in  his  lodgings. 

Mr.  Williams,  the  gentleman  of 
her  majefty’s  filver  fcullery,  was 
called  to  indentify  the  property ;  and 
it  was  alio  proved,  that  Bucking- 
ham-Palace  was  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  the  King. 

The  prifoner  in  his  defence  can¬ 
didly  confefled  the  fad ;  and  dated, 
that  he  had  been  brought  from  Ger¬ 
many  by  a  nobleman,  and  recom¬ 
mended  by  him  to  the  fervice  of 
Mifs  Burney;  but  that  he  foon  found 
himfelf  the  objed  of  a  fecret  and  un¬ 
merited  enmity  to  the  other  fervants 
in  the  Royal  Palace ;  and,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  their  filent  dander,  was 
foon  afterwards  difmifled ;  that  he 
was  reduced  to  extreme  mifery  and 
diftrefs,  a  foreigner  in  a  foreign 
land,  without  friends,  money  or  cre¬ 
dit;  that  this  iituation  had  afflided 
him  with  occafional  diftradion  of 
iaind;  that  urged  by  neceffity,  and 
in  a  moment  when  he  was  loft  to  all 
recolledion,  he  committed  the  fad. 
He  had  only  totruftto  the  mercy  cf 
the  Jury,  and  to  the  favourable  re¬ 


commendation  of  Mifs  Burney,  t® 
whom,  he  faid,  he  had  written  feve- 
ral  letters  on  this  fubjed;  promif-  ’ 
ing,  that  in  cafe  they  would  excufe 
him  this  time,  he  would  endeavour 
to  raife  a  little  money  among  his 
own  countrymen,  and  turn  his 
back  on  England  for  the  remainder 
of  his  days. 

The  Recorder  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  Jury  with  great  preci- 
fion,  and  pointed  out  thofe  parts  of 
ii  which  tended  to  prove  the  whole 
charge  a  capital  offence,  and  thofe 
which  applied  to  the  fingle  felony 
only. 

The  Jury  found  him  guilty  of 
ftealing  to  the  value  of  thirty-nine 
fhillings. 

On  the  28th  a  woman  at  Abbot’s 
Bromley,  cf  the  name  of  Stretton, 
deliberately  poifoned  herfelf.  Being 
drefied  in  her  be  ft  cloaths,  fhe  went 
to  an  apothecary’s,  complained  of 
being  infefted  with  Tats,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  quantity  of  arfenic  to  de- 
flroy  them.  On  her  return  home, 
fhe  gave  orders  for  clean  fheets  to 
be  put  on  her  bed,  went  out  to  vifit 
a  neighbour,  and  told  her  fhe  fhould 
die  that  night.  About  feven  in  the 
evening  Hie  was  taken  exceedingly 
ill,  but  refufed  theafiiftance  of  either 
prieft  or  phyHcian;  and  about  ten 
at  night  expired,  in  the  molt  dread¬ 
ful  agonies,  declaring  what  fhe  had 
done,  when  too  late  to  relieve  her. 
— The  Coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on  her 
body,  and  brought  in  their  verdid— 
Lunacy. 

At  Margate,  in  Kent,  fome  la¬ 
bourers,  employed  to  dig  the  foun¬ 
dations  for  fome  houfes  intended  to 
be  built,  about  two  feet  below  the 
furface  found  the  remains  of  feve- 
ral  bodies,  which  were  interred  in 
graves  hewn  out  of  the  folid  chalk. 
F  rom  a  medal  found  in  one  of  the 

graves* 
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graves,  it  is  fuppofed  they  have  Iain 
there  upwards  of  1500  years.  It 
has  on  it  an  Emperor’s  head,  crown¬ 
ed  with  a  radial  crown;  and  from 
the  legend,  though  every  letter  is 
not  diftinguifhable,  there  remains  no 
doubt  of  its  being  one  of  Papienus’s, 
who  reigned  in  the  year  237.  On 
the  reverfe  is  the  whole  length  figure 
©f  a  man,  bearing  a  lance  in  Ills 
right  hand,  in  a  running  attitude  ; 
a  very  bold  relievo.  The  infcrip- 
tion  is  not  legible.  At  the  fame 
time  were  found  the  remains  of  a 
fword  and  fcabbard  much  decayed. 
The  bones,  when  found,  were  very 
entire;  but,  on  being  expofed  to 
the  air,  foon  crumbled  into  duft. 

A  few  days  fince,  as  Mr.  Kemp 
was  breaking  up  an  old  (hip  (for¬ 
merly  a  Spaniard,  which,  when 
file  was  taken,  had  the  greateft 
part  of  her  crew  killed)  he  difcover- 
ed  three  ingots  of  gold  of  confider- 
able  weight,  which  he  immediately 
fentup  to  the  bullion  office  under  a 
ftrong  guard  of  ffiip-breakers.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  this  fortunate  dif- 
covery  will  increafe  Mr.  Kemp’s 
wealth  25  or  £.  30,000,  feveral 
Imaller  ingots  having  been  found 
fince.  She  is  conftantly  watched, 
and  not  a  plank  fullered  to  be  moved 
in  Mr.  Kemp’s  abfence. 

The  improvements  now  Carrying 
on  at  Bath,  in  order  to  render  the 
Communication  with  the  lower  town 
more  commodious,  have  been  the 
means  of  diicovering  the  remains  of 
a  temple,  probably  the  mod  magni¬ 
ficent  building  which  Bath,  the 
<dqua?  Solis  of  the  Romans,  had  then 
to  boaft  of. 

On, the  fouth  fide  of  Stall-ftrect, 
about  12  feet  under  the  furface,  was 
found  a  coloffal  head  encircled  in  a 
civic  wreath,  and  another  exterior 
ornament  forming  a  medallion,  fup- 


ported  by  a  figure  of  Victory  on  one 
fide,  and  on  the  other  manifeftly  the 
decoration  of  a  pediment.  Part  of 
the  Ilia  ft  of  a  fluted  column,  a  pil- 
after,  and  a  capital,  frieze  and  cor¬ 
nice  of  the  Corinthian  order,  finely 
executed,  were  likewife  found  in 
the  fame  place,  and  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  part  of  the  fame  building. 

An  altar,  with  the  following 
infcription,  was  found  at  the  famC 
time  and  place  : 

DEAE  SVE 
PRO  SALVTE  ET 
INCOLVMITAT 
MAR  AVFID 
MAXI  MI  LEG 
VI  Vie  ' 
AVFIDIVS  EV 
TVC.  HES.  LEB. 

V.  S.  L.  M. 

DieO  at  Bath,  Mr.  Charles  Wray, 
book-keeper  at  Hoare’s,  in  Fleet- 
llreet,  54  years.  He  has  left  500L 
to  the  Magdalen  charity,  of  which, 
he  had  been  a  governor  and  pro¬ 
moter  from  its  inftitution ;  and  500L 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
towards  paying  oif  the  national  debt, 
as  an.  example  to  other  liberal-heart¬ 
ed  and  rich  old  men.  This  is  not 
the  fir  A  bequeft  made  for  that  pux- 
pofe.  A  Col.  Norton,  of  South- 
wick,  Hants,  in  1733,  left^.  30,00^ 
for  the  fame  end;  but  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  confidering  it  only  as 
a  drop  of  water  poured  into  the  fea, 
decreed  that  the  Colonel  was  infane, 
and  the  money  was  divided  among 
the  heirs  at  law. 

In  his  75th  year,  at  Hampton* 
where  he  has  refided  fince  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  fiage,  John  Beard, 
efq.  formerly  one  of  the  proprietors 
and  acting-manager  of  Covent-gar¬ 
den  theatre,and  long  a  very  eminent 
finger,  till  the  lofs  of 
difqualified  him  from 
performing. 


and  popular 
Bis  hearing 
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performing.  His  firft  marriage  is 
thus  recorded  on  a  handfome  pyra¬ 
midal  monument  in  Pancras  church¬ 
yard  : 


**  Sacred  to  the  remains 
of  Lady  Henrietta'  Beard, 
only  daughter  of  f  ames  Earl  of  Waldegrave. 
In  the  year  1734 

fhe  was  married  to  Lord  Edward  Herbert, 
fecond  fon  to  the  Marquis  of  Powis  5 
by  whom  Hie  had  ifiue  one  daughter, 
Barbara,  now  Countefs  of  Powis, 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1738  9, 
fhe  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Beard  3 
who,  during  an  happy  union  of  14  years, 
tenderly  loved  her  perfon,  and  admired  her 
virtues ; 

who  ftneerely  feels  his  lofs  $ 
and  muft  for  ever  revere 
her  memory, 

to  which  he  confecrates  this  monument, 
©b.  xxxx  Maii,  mdccliiT,  set.  xxxvl. 
Requiefcat  in  pace.” 


By  this  lady’s  death,  a  jointure  of 
jT.  600  a  year  devolved  to  EarlPovvis, 
Pie  married,  fecondly,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Rich,  patentee  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  whofe  filler  married, 
lK  Mr.  Morris,  2.  Mr.  Horfiey, 
brother  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s. 
By  the  death  of  his  father-in-law, 
Mr.Rich,  Mr.  B.  found  hirrifelfin 
affluent  circumftances,  and  his 
agreeable  talents  fecured  to  him  a 
circle  of  friends  in  his  retirement. 


MARC  H. 


jQ  Dublin.  In  confeqUence  of 
’the  annual  mafquerade  at  the 
ire\r  rooms  in  Rut!  and -fqu  are,  the 
polite -attended,  armed  as  ufuai  with 


fire-locks  and  fixed  bayonets.  About 
ten  at  night  an  alarming  multitude 
alTembled  to  gratify  their  curiofity  * 
but  more  to  fhew  'their  contempt  to 
the  police,  who  began  to  exert  their 
authority ;  when  a  riot  began,  and 
a  fort  of  battle  was  fought,  in  which 
the  police  were  defeated,  feveral 
killed,  and  the  greateft  part  who 
efcaped  with  life  wounded. 

This  morning,  foon  after  fix  , 
o’clock,  a  molt  dreadful  fire  ^  * 
broke  out  in  the  Albion  Mills  on 
the  Surry  fide  of  Blackfriars  Bridge,, 
which  raged  with  fuch  unabating 
fury,  that  in  about  half  an  hour  the 
whole  of  that  extenfive  edifice,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  flour  and  grain,  was  reduced  to 
allies ;  the  corner  wing,  occupied 
as  the  houfe  and  offices  of  the  fu- 
perintendant,  only  efcaping  the  fad 
calamity  from  the  thicknefs  of  the 
party-wall.  It  was  low  water  at 
the  time  the  fire  was  firft  difeover- 
ed,  and  before  the  engines  were 
collected  their  affiftance  was  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  for  the  flames  burft  out  in 
fo  many  different  directions,  and 
with  fuch  incredible  fury  and  into¬ 
lerable  heat,  that  it  was '  impoffible 
to  approach  on  any  fide,  till  the 
roof  and  interior  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing  tumbling  in  completed  the  ge¬ 
neral  conflagration  in  a  column  of 
fhe,  fo  awfully  grand  as  to  illumi¬ 
nate  for  a  while  the  whole  horizon. 
The  wind  being  ealterly,  the  flames 
were  blown  acrofs  Albion-place,  the 
houfes  on  the  weft- fide  of  which 
were  confiderably  fcorched,  and  the 
inhabitants  greatly  alarmed.  In 
th©  lane  adjoining  the  mills  one 
houfe  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and 
others  confiderably  damaged. 

Fortunately  no  lives  have  been 
lbff  but  the  property  confumed  is 
9  very 
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very -great;  four  thoufand  facks  of 
corn  were  on  the  premiles,  of  which 
only  thirty  are  not  deftroyed. 

The  property  infured  is  as  follows : 

£• 

At  the  Hand-in-Hand  6,000 
Sun  —  5,000 

Phoenix  —  ,  5,000 
Union  —  5,000 

Royal  Exchange  5,000 

26,000 

Ditto  on  flock  15,000 


£•  41,000 

But  the  largeft  infurance  was  at 
Lloyd’s,  to  the  amount  of  20,000k 

^  ^  A  caufe  was  tried  this 
week  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  which  Mr.  Atwood,  a 
taylor,  was  plaintiff,  and  a  young 
gentleman  defendant.  It  appeared 
that  the  plaintiff  had  furnifhed  the 
defendant  with  clothes,  and  that 
his  bill  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
£.  1 14  for  clothes  in  the  courfc  of 
/even  months  !  That  the  defen¬ 
dant  at  this  time  was  under  age,  and 
clerk  to  an  attorney  !  The  defen¬ 
dant  paid  into  court  £.  50,  and  far 
the  remainder  took  iffue  on  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  the  bill.  The 
jury  were  oropinion  that  the  £.50 
paid  into  court  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  was  quite  enough  for  all 
the  clothes  that  could  be  necejjary , 
in  the  courfe,  of  feven  months,  for 
ah  attorney’s  clerk,  under  age  ;  and 
therefore  immediately  gave  a  ver¬ 
dict  for  the  defendant. 

The  molt  daring  robbery  that  has 
been  attempted  for  feveral  years,, 
was  lately  committed  at  Blacknels, 
near  Holwood,  in  Kent.  On  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  two  men, 
who  had  the  appearance  of  country 
labourers,  went'to  the  flables  of  Mr. 


Whiffin,  and  afked  the  young  man 
who  was  feeding  the  horfe  if  he 
could  recommend,  them  to  any 
work,  or  if  his  mailer  would  hire 
them.  The  young  man  told  them 
that  his  mailer  was  not  at  home ; 
011  which  they  feized  him,  and  with 
cords  which  they  brought  with 
them,  bound  him  to  a  poll:  in  the 
liable.  Being  then  joined  by  five 
other  men,  they  proceeded  to  Mr. 
Whiffin’s  houfe,  which  was  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  liable ;  and 
.  meeting  with  Mrs.  Whiffin,  they 
gave  her  feveral  violent  blows  with 
their  bludgeons,  wounded  her  very 
feverely,  feized  two  inaid-fervants, 
who  were  the  only  perfons  at  that 
time  in  the  houfe  with  Mrs.  Whif¬ 
fin,  and  tied  cloths  over  their  faces. 
— Two  men  remained  with  them, 
armed  with  pillols,  with  which  they 
threatened  to  fhoot  them,  if  they 
cried  out,  or  attempted  to  ftir. 
Two  others  alfo,  armed,  kept 
watch  at  the  door.  The  other 
three  rifled  the  houfe,  and,  after 
remaining  in  it  upwards  of  an  hour, 
went  away,  carrying  with  them  a 
great  quantity  of  plate,  and  other 
articles  of  value  to  a  conliderable 
amount. 

This  evening,  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before,  feven  o’clock, 
a  fire  broke  out  at  Mr,  Turner’s, 
grocer,  in  Newgate-llreet,  at  the, 
back  of  Newgate- market,  which 
burnt  with  great  fury  for  near  two 
hours:  but  the  engines  being  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fupplied  with  water, 
and  the  firemen  very  ready  in  giving 
their  afliilance,  the  fire  was  extin- 
guifhed  without  doing  any  further 
damage  than  con  fuming  the  gro¬ 
cer’s  houfe,  and  a  butcher’s  lhop  at 
the  back  ofit. 

A  melancholy  accident  lately  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ply-" 

mouth: 
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mouth:  Mr.W.Good  andhisdaugh- 
ter,  crofting  a  ford  in  the  parilh  of 
Buckland,  on  one  horfe,  the  water 
being  deep,  the  horfe  loft  his  legs, 
by  which  means  the  young  woman 
fell  off  the  horfe,  and  the  father,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fave  his  daughter,  fell 
into  the  ford,  and  both  were  unfor¬ 
tunately  drowned. 

„  ,  Florence .  Y efterday  a  pro¬ 

clamation  was  iffiied,  noti¬ 
fying  the  Emperor’s  entire  cefiion 
of  Tufcany  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Arch-Duke  Ferdinand;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  firft  order  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  as  great  Duke  of 
Tufcany,  confirming  all  the  lav/s  and 
regulations  now  exifting ;  and  con- 
tin  uing  the  regency,  and  all  perfons, 
civil  and  military,  in  their  employ¬ 
ments.  Upon  this  occafion  there 
vvas  a  difcharge  of  all  the  guns  of 
the  citadel. 

,  This  morning  Mr.  Walter 

°  *  was  liberated  from  his  con¬ 
finement  in  Newgate,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  receiving  his  majefty’s 
moft  gracious  pardon, at  the  inftance 
of  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales,  after  an  imprifonment  of 
near  fixteen  months;  of  which 
period  one  year  was  the  fentence  of 
the  court  on  the  profecution  of  the 
duke  of  York. 

The  full  term  of  his  fentence  was 
two  years,  with  fines  and  fecuri- 
tjes.  ;  _ 

,  Lately  at  Glafgow,  while 

*4  *  a  merchant  in  King-ftreet 
was  counting  fome  money  and  bank¬ 
notes  on  the  counter,  a  ftaff  or  fmall 
rod,.  Over-laid  with  bird-lime,  was 
fuddenly  thruft  in  at  the  door,  which 
having  touched  the  notes,  two  of 
them  were  thereby  carried  off,  and 
before  the  merchant  could  get  out 
of  the  {hop,  the  ingenious  a6tor  had 
made  his  efcape. 
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A  genteel  man  went  into  , 
the  (hop  of  Mefirs.  Wilier  ton 
and  Green,  the  corner  of  Conduit- 
ftreet.  New  Bond-ftreet,  he  looked 
at  feveral  articles  of  jewellery,  and 
faying  that  he  was  recommended  by 
his  friend  the  Marquis  of  Salilbury, 
who  actually  deals  at  that  fhop,  he 
ordered  a  pair  of  diamond  ear-rings, 
a  diamond  necklace,  and  a  gold 
watch  fet  round  with  brilliants,  to 
be  fent  to  Lord  Maftey,  at  half  paftr 
four,  in  St.  James’s  Place. 

Mr.  Green  carried  the  articles, 
which  in  value  amounted  to  upwards 
of  feven  hundred  pounds.  The 
pretended  Lord  Maftey  agreed 
to  take  them,  and  prefented  for 
payment  a  draught  for  £.  1400, 
purporting  to  be  drawn  by  Lord 
Tankerville  on  Mefirs.  Coutts  and: 
Co.  bankers.  The  balance,  Mr- 
Green  faid,  he  had  not  about  him  ; 
and  Lord  Maftey  obferved,  that  it 
was  of  no  confequence,  as  he  muft 
have  proper  cafes  for  the  jewels 
before  he  could  prefent  them  to  the 
lady ;  he  therefore  begged  Mr, 
Green  to  bring  fuch  cafes,  and 
the  difference  of  the  bill,  as  foon  as 
convenient,  faying  he  might  leave 
the  jewels. 

When  Mr.  Green  went  from  Su 
James’s  Place,  it  was  too  late  to  go 
to  Coutts’s ;  but  as  he  had  no  doubts 
of  the  bill,  he  went  home  ttod  pre¬ 
pared  the  Caies  immediately.. 

On  Wednefday  morning  he 
called  again,  but  no  Lord  Maftey 
was  to  be  found.  Mr.  Green  then 
began  to  entertain  fome  fears,  and 
went  to  the  houfe  of  Mefirs.  Coutts, 
where  he  was  informed  that  Lord 
Tankerville  kept  no  money,  and 
that  the  bill  might  be  prefumed  to 
be  a  forgery.  He  then  went  to 
Lord  Tankerville,  who  aftured  him 
that  it  was  a  forgery. 
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h  A  proclamation  was  iflu- 
^  ’  ed  for  encouraging  feamen 
and  landmen  to  enter  themfelves  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  fhips  of  war, 
viz.  three  pounds  for  every  able 
feaman,  forty  fhillings  for  every  or¬ 
dinary  feaman,  and  twenty  {hillings 
for  every  able  landman. 

r  By  an  account  of  the 
expences  already  incur¬ 
red  on  the  fettlement  of  New  South 
Wales,  it  appears  that  the  grand  to¬ 
tal,  to  Feb.  1791,  amounted  to  the 
fum  of  .£.256,676,  including  the 
out-fit  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihips. 

The  Chevalier  de  Bienenberg,  of 
Prague,  has  lately  difcovered  a  me¬ 
thod  of  effedually  preferving  trees 
in  bloftom  from  the  fatal,  effects  of 
thofe  frofts,  which  fometimes  in  the 
fpring  deftroy  the  mod  promifmg 
hopes  of  a  plentiful  crop  of  fruit. 
His  method  is  extremely  fimple. 
He  furrounds  the  trunk  cf  the  tree  in 
blolfom  with  a  wifp  of  draw,  cr% 
hemp.  The  end  of  this  he  finks,  by 
means  of  a  done  tied  to  it,  in  a  vef- 
fel  of  fpring  water,  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  the  tree.  One  vefiel 
will  conveniently  ferve  two  trees; 
or  the  cord. may  be  lengthened  fo  as 
to  furround  feveral  before  its  end  is 
plunged  into  the  water.  It  is  ne- 
cefiary  that  the  veiTel  be  placed  in 
an  open  fituation,  and  by  no  means 
Ihadedby  the  branches  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  tree,  that  the  froft  may  pro¬ 
duce  all  its  effed  on  the  water,  by 
means  of  the  cord  communicating 
With  it. — This  precaution  is  parti¬ 
cularly  neceflary  for  thofe  trees  the 
flowers  of  which  appear  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  as  the  leaves  ;  which 
trees  are  peculiarly  expofed  to  the 
ravages  of' the  froft. 

This  method  is  unqueftionably 
Angular,  and  may  exercife  the  fa¬ 
lsity  of  thofe  philofophers  who 
Von.  XXXIII. 


feek  to  explain  every  thing.  But 
the  plain  man,  who  demands  fads 
in  preference,  will  be  fatislied  with 
knowing,  that  the  Chevalier  de 
Bienenberg  has  not  publifhed  it,  till 
he  found  it  confirmed  by  repeated 
experience.  The  proofs  of  its  ef¬ 
ficacy,  which  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  in  the  fpring  of  1787, 
were  remarkably  flriking.  Seven 
apricot  efpaliers  in  his  garden  began 
to  blofiom  in  the  month  of  March, 
Fearing  that  they  would  fufter  from 
the  late  frofts,  he  furrounded  them 
with  cords  as  above  directed.  In 
effeft,  pretty  fharp  frofts  took  place 
fix  or  eight  nights :  the  apricot- 
trees  in  the  neighbouring  gardens 
were  all  frozen,  and  none  of  them 
produced  any  fruit,  whilft  each  of 
the  Chevalier’s  produced  fruit  in 
abundance,  which  came  to  the 
greateft  perfedion. 

To  fatisfy  himfelf  of  the  effeds 
of  his  preferyative,  the  Chevalier  de 
Bienenberg  placed  veffels  of  water 
here  and  there,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  thofe  which  communicated  with 
the  cords  furrounding  the  trees : 'the 
ice  in  the  former  was  not  thicker 
than  a  ftraw,  whilft  in  the  latter  it 
was  the  thick  nets  of  a  finger.  Hence 
he  infers,  that  the  cords  conveyed 
the  cold  from  the  trees  to  the  water. 
Though  this  explanation  may  not 
be  fatisfadory  to  the  philofopher, 
the  fad  is  nevertheless  incontef- 
tible. 

Mr.  Jeze,  Profeflor  of  Philofbpky 
and  Mathematics  in  the  Academy  of 
Liegnitz,  has  a  high  opinion  of  the 
method  of  the  Chevalier  de  Bienen¬ 
berg  ;  which,  however,  he  does  not 
conlider  as  abfolutely  new;  fome- 
thing  of  the  fame  kind,  but  in  a 
more  clumly  manner,  and  mingled 
with  a  fpice  of  fuperftition,  being 
pradifed  in  Lower  Saxony.  On 
#  C  -  E after* 
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Eafter-eve  the  peafants  make  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  cf  cakes,  which  they 
fet  to  cool  on  draw.  When  the 
cakes  are  cold,  they  make  cords  of 
the  draw,  which  they  bind  round  the 
trunks  of  their  fruit-trees,  taking 
care  to  let  one  end  hang  down  to  the 
ground.  This  end  they  cover  with 
the  fird  fnow  that  falls;  and  are 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  virtue 
which  the  draw  has  received  from 
their  Eafter-eve  cakes  will  prove  an 
effeft ual  charm  againd  the  power  of 
frod. 

D  i  e  d. — 2d,  of  a  gradual  decay,  in 
his  88th  year,  the  Rev.  John  Wedey, 
M.  Av  This  extraordinary  mad 
was  born  in  June  1  703,  at  Epworth,- 
a  village  in  Lincolnilure,  of  which 
place  his  father,  Samuel  Wedey, 
was  redlor;  a  man  much  refpefted 
for  piety  and  learning ;  as  were  hb 
other  ions,  the  Rev.  Samuel  and 
Charles  W  eiley,  now  deeeaied. 
He  was  entered  a  fsholar  of  the 
Chaner-houfe  about  1713,  where  he 
continued  for  feven  years  under  the 
inllruftion  of  the  celebrated  I>r. 
Walker,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Tooke, 
author  of  “  The  Pantheon,”  and 
contemporary  with  I)r.  XCenrick 
Prefect,  late  reader  of  Catherine 
Hall,  Cambridge.  Being  defied  to 
Lincoln  College,  Oxford,  he  be¬ 
came  there  a  fellow  about  1723; 
took  the  degree  of  M.  A.-  in  1:726  ; 
and  was  joint  tutor  with  the  late 
rector.  Dr.  Hutchins.  During  his 
refidence  there,  he  was.  equally  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  application  and  abi¬ 
lities;  but  what  chiefly  charafterifed 
him,  even  at  the  early  age  of 
was  piety.  By  reading  the  works 
of  the  famous  William  Law,  he,  his 
brother  Charles,  and  a  few  young 
friends, entered  into  that  drift  courie 
of  life  which  marks  their  Sect  at 
the  prefentday.  They  received  the 
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facrament  every  week;  obferveef 
all  the  fads  of  the  church ;  vifited 
prifons;  rofe  at  four  o’clock,  and 
partook  of  no  amufements.  From 
the  exaft  method  in  which  they  dif- 
pofed  of  each  hour,  they  acquired 
the  nick- name  of  Methodists. 
In  1735  they  embarked  for  Geor¬ 
gia,  in  order  to  convert  the  Indians, 
and  returned  to  England  in  1737*- 
In  1738-  he  vifited,  at  Hernhuth 
in  Germany,  Count  Zinzendorff, 
the  chief  of  the  Moravians.  In  the 
following  year  we  find  him  again 
in  England,  and,  with  his  brother 
Charles,  at  the  head  of  the  Metho- 
dids.  He  preached  his-  fird  field 
ferment  at  Bridol,  on  the  2d  of* 
April,  1758.  In'  Vj 45  a  ferious  al¬ 
tercation  took  place  between  hint 
and  Mr.  Whitfield.  In  *744,  at¬ 
tempting  to  preach  at  a  public  inn 
at  Taunton,  he  was  regularly  filenced 
by  the  magidrates.  Though  he  re¬ 
mained  1  the  red  of  his  days  nearer 
home,  hs  travelled  through  every 
part  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire¬ 
land,  edablilhing  congregations  in 
each  kingdom.  In  1750  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  lady,  from  whom  he  after¬ 
wards  parted,  and  die  died  in  1781; 
by  her  he  had  no  children.  He 
had  been  gradually  declining  for 
about  three  years  pad;  yet  lie  dill 
rofe  at  four  o’olock,  and  preached, 
travelled,  and  wrote,  as  ttfual.  He 
preached  at  Leatherheafd  on  the 
Wednefday  (Feb.  23)  before  his 
death.  On  the  Friday  following, 
the  fird  fymptoms  of  his  approach¬ 
ing  diflblution  appeared:  The  four 
fucceeding  days  heTpentin  praifing 
God,  and  departed  oil' the  Wednef¬ 
day  morning.  His  remains,  after 
lying  in  his  tabernacle  in  a  kind  of 
date,-  drelfed  in  the  gown  and  caf- 
fock,  band,  & c.  which  he  ufually 
wore,  and  on  his  head  the  old  clerk! 
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Cal  cap,  a  Bible  in  one  hand,  and  a 
white  handkerchief  in  tile  other; 
Were,  agreeably  to  his  own  direc¬ 
tions,  and  after  the  manner  of  the  in¬ 
terment  of  the  late  Mr.  Whitfield, 
depofited  in  a  piece  of  ground  near 
his  chapel  at  the  Foundry,  Moor- 
fields,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  in¬ 
fant,  in  the  plaineft  manner  confid¬ 
ent  with  decency.  A  fermon,  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  funeral,  was  preached 
by  ThomaS  Whitehead,  M.  D. 
(one  of  the  phyficians  to  the  London 
Hofpital),  accompanied  with  fuit- 
able  hymns,  &ci  And  on  the  13th, 
the  different  ehapeL  in  his  connex¬ 
ion  in  London  were  hung  with 
black.-^His  perfonal  influence  was 
greater  than,  perhaps*  that  of  any 
Other  private  gentleman  in  any 
Country.  It  is  computed  that  in  the 
three  kingdoms  there  are  8o,Ooo 
members  of  this  fociety.  He  vifited 
them  alternately;  travelled  8000 
miles  every  year;  preached  three 
or  four  times  conftantly  in  One  day  ; 
fbfe  at  four,  and  employed  all  his 
time  in  reading,  writing,  attending 
the  Tick,  and  arranging  the  various 
parts  of  this  numerous  body  of 
people. 

,  4th,  aged  1 1 3 ,  Anna  Green,  a  paiU- 
j>er,  of  the  town  of  Spro thorough. 

Lately  at  Kenfington;  in  his  98th 
year,  John  Henry  Lydius,  Baron  de 
Quade,  of  Dutch  extraction,  but 
born  at  Albany  in  North  America, 
m  the  year  1694,  where  his  family 
Were  pofl’efled  of  confiderable  landed 
property  under  the  original  grant 
From  James  thefirfi,  among  others, 
to  his  anceftors,  who  went  there  in 
the  capacity  of  a  miffiOnary  to  coh¬ 
ort  the  Indians  to  the  chrifliari  re¬ 
ligion.  He  could  (peak  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  languages  (or  rather  provin¬ 
cial  dialefts)  of  all  the  Indian 
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tribes,  the  Cherokees,  the  Chattaysj 
the  CataHaws,  Stt. 

At  Little  Onn,  in  Staffordshire, 
aged  104,  Catherine  Harvey.  She 
has  left  a  filter  in  the  fame  parifh, 
now  in  good  health,  aged  102. 

At  Inch  Keith*  a  fmall  ifland  on 
the  north  welt  coalt  of  the  highlands 
of  Scotland,  Archibald  Cameron, 
agfed  i2i.  He  had  ferved  fevein 
Lords  of  the  TfJ.e  in  the  employment 
of  domeftic  piper,  during  the  Courfe 
°f  94  years>  but  his  fingers  at  Jaft 
failing,  he  lived  on  a  penfioh  allow¬ 
ed  him  by  the  family. 

At  Wood  Ditton,  near  Newmar¬ 
ket,  aged  100,  Mary  Smith,  widow; 
She  had  celebrated  'her  centenary  a 
few  days  before. 
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The  difpatches  from  the  .  . 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  for 
government,  which  had  been  for¬ 
warded  with  the  utmofl  expedition; 
and  which  were  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Rattray,  were  tmfoftunately 
loll*  and  never  heard  of  fince. 

The  men  wh6'  were  faved  remain¬ 
ed  on  a  large  rock,  with  the  fea 
every  fnoment  wafhing  over  them* 
from  twelve  o’clock  at  night  till 
eight  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Rattray  had  the  difpatches 
with  him  On  the  rock,  but  was  oba 
liged  to  let  the  papers  go,  to  prc- 
ferve  his  life. 

At  the  quarter- fefiions  for  ,  , 

Wefimmfter,  a  chimney- 
fWeepef,  named  Gay,  was  tfied,  oh 
the  pfofecutto  of  the  parifh  of 
Covent-Garden,  for  cruelty  to  his 
apprentice.  It  appeared,  that  the 
bpy  was  bound  apprentice  to  the 
defendant  by  the  parifh  of  St.  Mar- 

*  C  *  tin. 
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tin,  in  January  1790.  Before  he  had 
ferved  two  months,  the  defendant 
tied  his  hands  and  legs  with  a  cord, 
*tnd  fixed  him  to  a  ftaple ;  after  which 
he  ffcript  him  almoft  naked,  and 
beat  him  violently  with  rods  and  a 
thong  whip.  This  treatment  was 
feveral  times  repeated;  and  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  it  the  boy  loft  the  ufe 
of  his  right  arm.  At  one  time,  he 
beat  him  with  a  ftick,  and  tore  his 
ears  in  a  cruel  manner.  The  only 
reafon  ufually  alledged  by  the  de¬ 
fendant  for  his  feverity  was,  that 
the  boy  did  not  do  work  enough  in 
the  mornings.  The  defendant  cal¬ 
led  feveral  witnefles,  who  gave  him 
'a  good  character,  and  faid  the  boy 
Was  obftinate  and  incorrigible.  The 
jury  found  him  guilty,  and  the  court 
ientenced  him  to  ftx  months  impri- 
fonment,  and  direfted  the  appren¬ 
tice  to  be  difchar&ed. 

A  caufe  was  brought  forward  at 
Lancafter  afiizes,  againft  a  clergy¬ 
man  for  feducing  the  daughter  of  a 
refpedlable  farmer  on  pretence  of 
.marriage.  Several  circumftarices 
Were  proved  in  evidence  that  con- 
fiderably  aggravated  the  offence. 
The  jury  therefore  gave  a  verdid 
with  500I.  damages. 

loth  During  divine  fervice, 

*  »a  fire  broke  out  at  Bur¬ 
bage,  Wilts,  which  coftfumed  a 
farm-houfe,  with  the  appurtenances, 
and  nine  tenements  inhabited  by 
poorperfons,  who  loft  their  all,  had 
no  home  to  go  to,  and  were  reduced 
to  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  It  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  careleffnefs  of  a 
woman  in  throwing  hot  afhes  upon 
.  fonae  loofe  ftraw. 

16th  Florence.  On  Satur¬ 
day  evening  laft  their  Roy¬ 
al  Highnelfes  the  great  duke  and 
dutchels  made  their  public  entry 
into  this  capital,  in  a-  ftate  coach. 


drawn  by  fix  horfes,  palling  unde? 
a  triumphal  arch,  beautifully  illu¬ 
minated,  and  fituated  clofe  to  the 
gate  of  the  city ;  followed  by  his 
imperial  majefty  and  the  king  and 
queen  of  Naples,  in  a  fecond  coach, 
and  attended  by  the  nobility  and 
people  of  the  firrt  diftin&ion  of  the 
court.  In  their  way  to  the  palace 
they  were  accompanied  by  an  im- 
menfe  concourf?  of  people,  and  the 
houfes  in  the  ftreet  through  which 
they  palled  were  illuminated.  The 
king  of  Naples  fet  out  for  Leg¬ 
horn  on  the  14th  inft. 

Yefterday  two  men  were  convift- 
ed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  viz.  Ed¬ 
ward  Pritchard,  for  the  murder  of 
Martha  his  wife,  by  beating  her  on 
the  head,. and  divers  parts  of  her 
body,  with  a  ftick;  and  Charles 
Taylor,  for  the  murder  of  Winifred 
his  wife,  by  cutting  her  in  the  belly, 
arms,  thighs,  and  other  parts  of  her 
body,  with  a  razor.  Both  of  them 
received  judgment  to  be  hanged  on 
Monday,  and  afterwards  to  be  ana- 
tomifed. 

William  Henry  Clark, 
alias  Lowins,  for  robbing 
the  mail,  was  found  guilty  at  Chef- 
ter  affizes,  and  on  Thurfday  he  was 
executed.  It  was  reported  that  he 
was  poiTeffed  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  £.  2000  and  upwards. 
This  daring  fellow  has  fince  been 
gibbeted  on  the  lofty  hill  of  Hellby, 
about  7  miles  from  Chefter.  The 
expencc  of  profecuting  and  bring¬ 
ing  him  to  convidlion  is  faid  to  coft 
government  more  than  £.  1500. 

Was  launched,  at  Black-  0.1. 
wall,  the  Diligence,  a  new 
fhip  intended  for  difcoveries,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Bligh,  late 
of  the  Bounty.  She  is  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  brig ;  and,  after  landing 
at  Botany  Bay,  they  are  to  proceed 
o  tC 
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to  Otaheite,  in  purfuit  of  the  muti¬ 
neers,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring 
the  bread-fruit  to  be  cultivated  in 
the  Weft  Indies. 

,  The  Seftions  ended  at  the 

I9C  •  Old  Bailey,  when  judgment 
of  death  was  palled  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  capital  convi&s,  viz.  James 
Kelfey,  George  Allett,  Jane  Sharp, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Chafeland, 
Jofeph  Druce,  Thomas  Cawfey, 
alias  Caufor,  John  Ryan,  alias 
George  King,  William  Jones,  and 
Robert  Jones. 

One  was  Sentenced  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  for  the  term  of  1 4  years,  and 
41  for  feven  years. 

The  plague  juft  fubfided  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  has  been  Succeeded  by  a 
dreadful  fire  that  has  confumed  im- 
menfe  private  property. 

,  M.  de  Flurieu,  the  Mi- 
'  nifter  of  the  Marine  De¬ 
partment,  informed  the  National 
Afiembly  of  France,  that  the  lateft 
accounts  from  St.  Domingo  were 
moll  alarming;  that  the  troops  Sent 
from  France  to  quell  the  rebellion 
had  become  parties  in  it ;  and  that 
M.  de  Mauduit,  who  had  received 
the  thanks  of  the  Afiembly  for  his 
conduct,  had  been  beheaded  by  the 
grenadiers  of  his  regiment. 

This  day,  at  a  full  meeting  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  oflpfwich, 
an  order  was  made  that  no  relief 
fhould  be  granted  to  any  pauper 
who  keeps  a  dog. 

.1  About  two  o’clock,  a 
■  *  moft  dreadful  fire  broke  out 

in  a  houfe  in  Blakeley-ftreet,  Man- 
chefter,  which  in  a  lhort  time  re¬ 
duced  the  fame  to  a  fhell,  and  did 
considerable  damage  to  Several 
houfes  adjoining.  This  unfortunate 
accident  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
occafioned  by  Some  cloaths  being 
left  to  dry  before  the  fire,  as  the 


family  had  been  ironing  the  even¬ 
ing  preceding.  The  fire  had  got  to 
Such  a  head,  that  the  outiide  win- 
dow-fhutters  were  burning  when  it 
was  firft  discovered  ;  and,  being  in 
the  dead  of  night,  it  was  Some  time 
before  the  family  were  apprifed  of 
their  danger.  Of  nineperfons  who 
inhabited  the  lioufe,  only  four  were 
Saved,  viz.  John  Stockton,  the 
occupier,  who  efcaped  out  of  the 
window,  with  two  of  his  children ; 
and  his  wife’s  lifter,  who  broke  her 
leg  in  making  her  efcape  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  was  fome  time  before 
the  bodies  of  the  Sufferers  were 
found ;  and,  when  discovered,  the 
youngeft  child  was  at  the  bread:  of 
the  mother,  and  two  others  clinging 
round  her  neck ;  but  the  fire  had 
burnt  them  So  dreadfully,  that  it 
was  Scarcely  pofiible  to  difcover 
whether  they  were  human,  the  heads 
and  legs  having  been  burnt  oft? 
Not  a  Single  article ’:qf  property  was 
Saved. 

The  monument  ereded  at  Ha¬ 
nover  to  the  memory  of  Leibnitz 
is  completed,  and  coll  upwards  of 
5105  dollars.  As  the  Subscription, 
amounted  but  to  4799  dollars,  the 
king  of  England  contributed  the 
difference. 

Banghurft ,  Hampjhire.  A  girl  of 
13  years  of  age  and  her  miff  refs 
have  been  committed  to  the  county 
gaol  on  the  confeflion  of  the  former, 
for  the  murder  of  the  Son-in-law  of 
the  latter,  a  Sprightly  child  of  four 
years  of  age.  The  ftep-mother  ob¬ 
serving  a  particular  attention  paid 
to  the  child,  perfuaded  the  girl 
when  fhe  put  him  to  bed  to  place 
him  between  the  feather-bed  and 
mattrafs,  and  when  he  cried  out,  to 
ftop  his  mouth,  which  fhe  did,  and 
left  him.  The  girl.  Some  little 
time  after  this  horrid  ad,  was  So 

*C  3  troubled 
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troubled  in  mind,  that  flie  revealed 
the  whole  tranfa&ion. 

By  the  publication  of  a  late  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
other  litigious  fuits  of  the  fame  kind 
may  be  prevented.  A  juilice  of 
peace  had  rriade  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  a  weekly  fum  to  a  wo¬ 
man  for  her  child.  The  church¬ 
wardens  and  overfeers  of  Shelfe,  in 
the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorklhire,  dif¬ 
obeyed  this  order,  becaufe  the  wo¬ 
man  refufed  to  go  into  the  workhoufe* 
For  this  they  vyere  indicted :  and  at 
the  trial  before  Jylr.  Juilice  Buller, 
at  the  laft  York  affixes,  a  verdidl 
was  faken  for  the  profecutor,  fubjedt 
to  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench*  Lord  Kenyon  and  the  court 
have  fince  eftablilhed  this  verdict ; 
and  that  the  perfam  for  whom  the 
relief  is  aiked  ip  the  only  individual 
liable  to  be  feni  to  the  workhoufe  ; 
for  that  it  would  be  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  humanity,  if,  be¬ 
caufe  one  child  fhould  want  relief, 
a  whole  family,  perhaps  of  five  or 
niore,  ftiould  be  liable  tQ  be  font  to 
the  workhoufe. 

Among  numerous  other  eccentri¬ 
cities  in  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Wood,  late  of  Rufpur,  in  Siiffex,  are 
the  following  :~»On  the  day  of  his 
funeral  he  requefted  that  the  parifti 
ringers  mjght  begin  ringing  a  pe^l 
early  in  the  morning,  and  continue 
fo  to  do  till  his  corpie  was  removed 
into  the  ftreet,  when  they  ftiould 
phi  me  to  the  phurch-Yioor,  and  then 
toll  till  the  'attendant  clergyman 
thought  proper  to  read  the  burial 
fervice  ;  and  that  the  fingers  ftiould 
chaunt  before  the  corpie,  from  his 
houfe  to  the  chiirch^yard.  He  be¬ 
queathed  3090 1.  to  be  diftributfd  to 
30  poor  men,  at  the  diferetion  of 
his  executors!  To  perfons  who  had 
borrpwed  money  of  him  tp  the 


amount  of  iool,  or  upward?,  he 
gave  a  ftock  hundred  in  the  three 
per  cents. ;  to  perfons  having  bor¬ 
rowed  lefs  than  iqoL  fix  months 
intereft;.  and  to  his  houiekeeper, 
for  the  fupport  of  a  favour:  e  dog, 

3 1.  per  ann.  during  the  do^  s  ife. 

Dieq —  At  Paris,  April  2d.  the 
celebrated  count  de  Mirabeau  ;  on 
account  of  whofe  death  M.  Ba  lly, 
the  mayor  of  Paris,  ordered  the  play- 
houfes,  and  all  the  places  of  amuie** 
ment,  to  be  fhut  up  for  three  days. 

19th,  In  St  Thomases  Square, 
Hackney,  in  his  (38th  year.  Dr, 
Richard  Price,  pallor  of  a  difo 
fenting  congregation  at  Hackney, 
f‘  If  (exclaims  the  author  of  a  high 
eulogy  on  his  piety  and  abilities,  iq 
a  periodical  publication)  we  ftiould 
fay,  that  the  Dp&pr  deeply  felt  the 
farcaftk;  feverity,  with  which  Mr, 
Bqrke  trpated  him.  in  a  late  cele¬ 
brated  work,  \ve  fhould  not  perhaps 
be  very  wide  of  the  truth  ;  but  the 
apparetj  cqufe  pf  his  diftolution,  on 
opening  his  body,  feemed  to  be  a 
fuppreffion  of  urine.” 

Lately  at  Ripon,  aged  ioq, 
Bartholomew  Rymer,  game-keeper, 
to  Sir  Bellingham  Graham,  Bart.  of. 
blorton  Conyers.  |de  dipt  gamq 
flying  in  his  99th  year. 


MAY. 


War  Jaw,  The  new  conftitu-  , 
tion  has  juft  palled  in  the  Diet,  3 
by  which  the  Elector  of  $axony  is 
declared  immediate  fucceftbr  to  the 
throne  of  Poland ;  after  wfiofe  de- 
mife  his. daughter  is  to  inherit;  and 
the  choice  of  her  hufoandj  if  fhe 
marries,  is  to  be  decided  by  the 
ftates.  After  this  conftitution  had 
palfed,  the  king,  attended  by  the 
murlhals  of  the  EHet4  aqd  a  grea| 

numbed 
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number  of  the  member?,  went  to 
the  cathedral,  and  took  an  oath  to 
maintain  it. 

.  ,  Many  of  the  troops  fent  out 
4  *  for  the  purpofe  of  quelling  the 
difturbances  in  the  French  colonies 
have  joined  the  difaffedied  party, 
and  committed  great  exceftes.  One 
of  the  regiments,  commanded  by 
colonel  Mauduit,  had  no  fooner 
landed  than  they  deferted  their  co¬ 
lours,  and  joined  the  reft.  In  this 
fituation  they  thought  proper  to  call 
to  mind  a  difturbance  that  had  for¬ 
merly  happened  among  the  people, 
which  the  colonel  had  employed 
them  to  quell :  and  formed  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  compel  him  to  difavovv 
his  fealty  to  the  national  affembly,or 
deprive  him  of  life.  In  this  frame 
of  mind  the  officer  was  led  to  the 
feene  of  the  former  a&ion,  and  there 
preffed  to  a  compliance  with  their 
demands,  which  he  peremptorily 
refufed.  They  urged,  and  threat¬ 
ened  in  vain.  Firm  in  his  opinion, 
the  colonel,  firft;  taking  the  crofs  of 
St.  Louis  from  his  bofom  and  giv¬ 
ing  it  fo  a  foldier,  and  then  break¬ 
ing  his  fword  in  two,  told  the  men 
that  his  honour  was  in  his  own  keep¬ 
ing,  his  life  was  in  their  hands  ;  and 
baring  his  breaft,  he  added,  that  his 
determination  was  fixed,  and  they 
tpight  ufe  their  pleafure.  At  this 
moment  a  multitude  exclaimed. 
Coupe!  and  in  an  inftant  a  foldier 
fevered  his  head  with  a  fabre,  while 
another  pierced  his  bodv  through 
with  a  bayonet.  Thus  fell  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  tried  bravery  and  good  con- 
dud,  and  who,  but  a  few  Ihort  weeks 
before,  had  been  crowned  with  lau- 
reb  as  the  true  friend  and  defender 
of  the  colony. 

5^  Yeilerday,  John  Seaton, 
efq.  treasurer  of  the  Weft; 
Riding  of  the  county  of  Y ork,  gave 


in  the  following  ftatement  of  the 
woollen  manufactory  for  that  dif- 
triCt,  from  the  25th  of  March  1790 
to  the  25th  of  March  1791,  viz. 
—  Narrow  cloth,  1 5 4> 3 7 3  pieces, 
^,797,594  yards  ;  increafed  13,966 
pieces,  215,472  yards.  Broad  cloth, 
187,569  pieces,  5,815,079  yards; 
increafed  14,981  pieces,  663,402 
yards. 

Advices  received  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  by  the  Princefs  1 
Royal  Indiaman,  dated  January  9, 
1791,  fay,  that  on  the  17th  of  De¬ 
cember,  general  Abercromby  had. 
forced  a  detachment  of  Tippoo  Sul¬ 
tan,  amounting  to  5000  men,  to 
furrender;  that  he  had  taken  the 
fortreffes  of  Cannanore,  Biliapatam, 
and  Nurrcarow;  that  by  thefe  fuc- 
cefies  he  had  taken  34  iiand  of  co¬ 
lours,  68  pieces  of  cannon,  and  near 
5000  ftand  of  arms,  befides  ammu¬ 
nition,  military  ftores,  and  grain; 
and  that  lieutenanucoloncl  Hartley 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  Firickabad, 
after  having  difperfed  the  corps  op- 
pofed  to  him  at  Firerugarry. 

The  adjourned  feffions  were 
held  at  the  fcffions-houfe  in 
the  Old  Bailey,  before  the  Record¬ 
er,  Sheriffs,  Sir  William  Ploroer, 
and  Brook  Watfon,  Efq;  when  the 
prifoners,  who  were  capitally  con- 
v idled,  and  received  fentence  of 
death,  but  have  been  refpited  during 
the  royal  pleafure,  were  put  to  the 
bar.  His  Majefty’s  letter  was  read 
to  them,  fetting  forth,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  extended  to  them  his  mod 
gracious  pardon,  on  condition  of 
their  being  tranfported  to  New 
South  Wales  during  their  natural 
lives,  which  they  all  thankfully  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  received  that  fentence 
accordingly. 

Elizabeth  Cummings,  convicted 
in  J uly  feffions  1 7  S9,  was  next  put  to 
*  C  4  the 
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the  bar,  and  the  royal  clemency  of¬ 
fered  her,  on  the  above  conditions; 
which  Ihe  reje&ed,  declaring  Jbe 
<ivould  rather  die ,  than  accept  of  mercy 
on  thofe  terms!  The  Recorder  then, 
in  a  moil  pathetic  fpeech,  addrefied 
her,  which  had  no  effedi,  till  ftie 
was  put  in  a  dark  cell  by  herfelf ; 
when  fhe  foon  relented,  and  prayed 
for  mercy. 

,  '  The  following  cafe  was 

2 '  argued  and  determined  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench: 

The  plaintiff,  an  officer  on  half¬ 
pay,  in  want  of  money,  applied  to  a 
money-lender,  who,  on  the  ufual  af- 
fignment  of  his  half-pay,  regiftered 
at  the  pay-office  of  the  army,  ad¬ 
vanced  the  money  required.  When 
two  half-years  became  due,  the 
plaintiff,  notvvithllanding  the  align¬ 
ment,  as  above,  made  a  demand  of 
his  half-pay  from  the  paymafters  ge¬ 
neral,  who  refufed  to  pay  it;  and  up¬ 
on  this  refufal  he  brought  his  adtion 
upon  the  cafe  to  recover  it.  The 
adl-ion  was  tried  at  the  fittings  after 
Hilary:  Term,  before  Lord  Kenyon, 
and  a  verdidt  found  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  liberty  for  the  defendant’s 
counfel  to  move  for  a  new  trial. 
After  many  learned  arguments,  and 
cafes  cited  as  precedents,  the  court 
were  clearly  of  opinion.  That  an 
officer’s  half-pay,  being  allowed  by 
the  public  for  the  purpofe  of  main¬ 
taining  gentlemen  in  the  navy  and 
army  until  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate 
required  their  fervices,  neither 
equity,  good  confluence,  policy,  nor 
lav/,  would  permit  them  to  fell  or 
affign  their  daily  bread. 

q  i  At  midnight,  a  dreadful 
2  ‘  fire  broke  out  at  Mrs.  Sut¬ 

ton’s,  the  Chequer  public-houfe  in 
Marffi-ftreet,  Walthamftow,  occa- 
iioned  by  the  maid  going  into  a 
clofet  of  linen  with  a  lighted  candle. 


which  in  a  Ihort  time  entirely  de* 
ftroyed  that  houfe  and  two  others 
adjoining,  occupied  yby  a  baker, 
and  a  IchOoI.  Happily  no  lives 
were  loft. 

A  defpefate  attempt  was  r 
laft  night  made  by  the  pri-  * 
foners  in  the  King*s  Bench  prifon 
to  efcape.  Much  damage  was  done 
to  the  infide  part  of  the  prifon ; 
and  the  outer  gate  would  foon  have 
been  forced  but  for  the  fpeedy  ar¬ 
rival  of  two  troops  of  horfe,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  party  of  foot-guards, 
who  went  within  the  walls,  and 
drew  up  before  the  prifon,  where 
every  remonftrance  and  perfuafion 
being  ufed  to  pacify  the  rioters, 
the  majority  ~©f  the  prifoners  at 
length  retired  to  their  rooms,  and 
the  riot  was  fortunately  quelled  be¬ 
fore  eleven  o’clock  without  blood- 
ffied. 

Died.-— At  Dublin,  May  12th, 
in  his  5 2d  year,  in  an  apopledtic 
fit,  Francis  Grofe,  Efq;  F.  S.  A.  of 
London  and  Perth,  and  captain  in 
the  Surrey  militia.  He  was  the  au¬ 
thor  of  “  The  Antiquities  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Wales,  and  Scotland,”  and  fe- 
veral  other  celebrated  publications. 

Lately,  at  Malpas,  near  Newport, 
Rebecca  Jofeph,  in  the  101  ft  year 
of  her  age.  She  retained  all  her 
faculties  to  the  laft,  and  till  within 
about  three  years  of  her  deceale 
could  walk  from  10  to  15  miles  a 
day  without  the  help  of  a  flick. 


JUNE. 

The  attorney  general  mov-  ^ 
ed,  ex  officiot  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench  for  an  order  that 
Richard  Pinckarton  and  feventeen 

others  fhould  be  removed  out  of  the 

King's  Bench  prifon  to  other  places 

of  ‘ 


CHRONICLE. 


of  confinement.  Many  of  them,  he 
faid,  had  been  fo  active  in  the  in- 
furre&ion,  that,  when  the  court 
fhould  have  heard  the  faCls,  they 
would,  he  believed,  fend  them  to 
Newgate.  He  then  related  in  brief 
the  circumftances,  that  on  Monday 
night  the  29th  of  May,  feveral  of 
the  prifoners  afiembled,  and  one  of 
them,  of  the  name  of  Nugent,  duck 
up  a  paper,  intimating  that  the 
committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  could  not  be  able  to  afford 
them  any  relief  this  feffion.  On 
which  a  tumult  arofe,  that  endan¬ 
gered  the  fafety  of  the  prifon.  In 
this  fituation  John  Carey,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  leader,  addrelfed  the 
prifoners,  faying,  “  Now  is  the 
time !  if  you  do  not  exert  your- 
felves,  you  are  loft  for  ever  !”— 
This  being  often  repeated,  the  tu¬ 
mult  increafed,  and  it  became  ne- 
ceftary  to  apply  for  a  military  force. 
The  attorney  general  made  no 
doubt  but  the  court  would  make 
an  order  for  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  principal  offenders,  as  de- 
fired.  The  affidavits  of  the  mar- 
ffial  and  his  deputy  were  then  read  ; 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  after 
taking  one  of  them  into  cuftody, 
the  following  bill  was  ftuck  up  in 
the  prifon : 

“  Should  there  be  any  tumult  in 
this  place,  occafioned  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  provocation  of  the  lobby  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  indignation  naturally 
excited  by  the  detention  of  Mr. 
Pinckarton,  it  is  hoped  there  will 
be  no  prifoner  on  the  parade  who 
will  not  ftand  his  ground.— There 
are  many  who  will.*’ 

Lord  Kenyon  agreed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  that 
the  cafe  was  urgent ;  and  that  the 
different  perfons  mentioned  in  the 
affidavits  of  the  marfhal  and  his  affift- 


. 

ants  fhould  be  difpofed  of  as  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  attorney  general,  as 
foon  as  poffible.  If  afterwards  any 
of  them  appear  to  be  aggrieved  by 
this  order,  they  may,  by  application 
to  the  court,  be  discharged. 

At  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  a  dreadful  fire  broke 
out  at  Mr.  Sanders’s  patent  axle- 
tree  manufactory  in  Chambers- 
ftreet,  near  Rofemary-lane,  Good- 
man’s-fields,  which  entirely  deftroy- 
ed  that,  the  timber-yard  of  Mr. 
Maxtoke,  who  was  out  of  town, 
and  thirteen  houfes,  and  was  with 
difficulty  reftrained  from  breaking 
out  afrefh  a  day  or  two  after.  The 
damage  was  eftimated  at  thirty 
thoufand  pounds.  The  want  of  wa¬ 
ter  at  firft  was  fupplied  by  beer 
from  a  large  adjoining  ftorehoufe. 

Humphrey  Bellamy,  Efq.  of  ,  , 
Ewell,  Surrey,  and  a  lady,  go¬ 
ing  to  that  place  in  a  poft-chaife, 
were  flopped,  near  the  twelve  mile 
ftone  on  the  Epfom  road,  at  ten  at 
night,  by  three  foot-pads,  who  rob¬ 
bed  them  of  two  gold  watches  and 
other  valuable  effects,  and  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money ;  and,  drag¬ 
ging  them  both  out,  cut  and  wound¬ 
ed  Mr.  B.  in  a  moft  cruel,  wanton, 
and  dangerous  manner,  befides  fir¬ 
ing  a  piftol,  which burft  in  pieces. 

The  fame  evening,  on  the  fame 
fpot,  thefe  villains  robbed  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  clerk  of  Brewers-hall, 
and  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Whetftone,  fur- 
veyor,  and  beat  and  bruifed  the  lat¬ 
ter  with  the  butt-end  of  their  pif- 
tols  as  he  fat  in  the  chaife,  befides 
cutting  at  him  with  a  hanger. 

1 Turin .  A  difpute  has  lately  , 
taken  place  in  this  capital,  1 1  ** 
between  the  ftudents  of  the  uni- 
verfity  and  the  police,  which,  from 
the  prudent  conduCl  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  has  fortunately  fubftded  with¬ 
out 
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cat  any  bad  confequcnce.  It  was 
©ccafioned  fey  the  arreft  of  one  of 
the  ftudents  on  a  miftaken  charge  ; 
In.  confequence  of  which  the  other 
members  of  the  univerfity  infilled 
cn  the  officer  afking  pardon  pub¬ 
licly.  This  not  being  complied 
with,  the  ftudents  aftembled  in  con- 
fiderable  numbers,  and  proceeded 
to  fome  e&s  of  violence.  The 
troops  having  been  drawn  out,  and 
the  officer  who  had  executed  the 
arreft  having  afked  pardon,  the  tu¬ 
mult  fubfided  without  any  further 
confequences. 

,  The  fummit  of  the  hills  in 
*5"  '  Kent  and  Suffex,  on  Sunday 
morning  laft,  were  covered  with 
hoar  froft  and  whitened  with  fnow. 
Ice  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  fhilling  was 
feen  in  many  places. 

!  ,  The  fociety  for  the  en- 
*  couragement  of  arts,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  commerce,  have  given 
a  reward  of  twenty  guineas  to  Mr. 
Lockett,  of  Donnington,  near  New¬ 
bury,  for  making  twenty-five  yards 
of  cloth  from  hop-ftalks. 

Died. — 17th,  at  her  houfe  in 
the  Spa -fields,  near  London,  in 
her  84th  year,  the  Right  Hon, 
Selina  Countefs-dowager  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon.  She  was  born  Aug.  13, 
1 70 7,  and  was  the  fecond  daughter, 
and  one  of  the  three  coheireffes,  of 
Wafhington  fecond  Earl  Ferrers; 
was  married  June  3,  1728,  to  Theo- 
philus  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  by 
whom  fne  had  iffue  four  Tons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Moira  is  the  only  furvivor. 
Her  ladyfhip  had  been  a  wido\v  45 
years ;  and  fo  long  has  a  fine  buft 
of  her,  by  Kent,  been  placed  on  the 
tomb  of  her  deceafed  lord,  at  Alhby- 
de-la-Zouch,  in  the  county  of  Lei- 
cefter,  where,  by  her  will,  (he  has  di- 
reCled  her  own  remain  s  (drefled  in  the 


fuit  of  white  filk  which  fhe  wore  at, 
the  opening  of  a  chapel  in  Good- 
man’s-fields)  to  be  depofited,  in  as 
plain  a  manner  as  poflible  ;  the  cof¬ 
fin  to  be  covered  with  black,  and 
the  officiating  clergyman  (  Mr. 
Jones,  of  the  Spa-fields  chapel)  to 
receive  10I.  for  his  trouble.  Her 
very  great  religious  concerns,  as 
head  of  a  very  numerous  fed  in. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  left 
by  will  in  the  hands  of  commit¬ 
tees  for  managing  them  in  both 
kingdoms. 

23d,  at  Binfield,  Berks,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illnefs,  Mrs. 
Catharine  Macaulay  Graham,  the 
hiftorian.  This  lady  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  not  only  in  a  great  degree 
to  outlive  the  refped  of  the  public, 
but  to  wi'tnefs  the  mortifying  re¬ 
moval  of  that  celebrated  monument, 
which  was  ereCled  in  the  church  of 
St.  Stephen’s,  Walbrook,  by  her 
once  daating  admirer,  the  late  Dr. 
Wilfon,  to  perpetuate  her  literary 
reputation.  , 

Lately,  Mrs.  Buchan,  the  leader 
of  a  few  deluded  people,  who  for  a 
time  refided  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Thorntonhill,  near  Dumfries. 
Her  followers  were  greatly  reduced 
in  number  ;  but  Mr.  White,  once  a 
relief-mi nifter,  continued  till  her 
laft.  Finding  fhe  was  going  the  way 
of  all  the  earth.  Hie  called  her  dif- 
ciples  together,  and  exhorted  them 
to  continue  ftedfaft  and  unanimous 
in  their  adherence  to  the  do&rine 
which  they  had  received  from  her. 
She  then  told  them,  lhe  had  ftill  one 
fecret  to  communicate;  which  was, 
that  fne  was  the  Virgin  Mary,  the 
real  mother  of  our  Lord ;  that  lhe  was 
the  fame  woman  mentioned  in  the 
E.evelations  as  being  cloathed  with 
the  fun,  &c.  who  was  driven  into 
the  wildernefs that  lhe  Had  been 

wandering 


CHRONICLE. 


wandering  in  the  world  ever  fince 
pur  Saviour’s  days,  and  for  fome 
time  paft  fhe  had  fojourned  in  Scot¬ 
land  :  that  though  here  fhe  appeared 
to  die,  they  needed  not  to  be  dif- 
pouraged,  for  fhe  would  only  deep 
a  little,  and  in  a  fliort  time  would 
again  vifit  them,  and  conduit  them 
to  the  New  Jerufalcm.  After  fhe 
died,  it  was  a  long  time  before  her 
enthufiaftic  votaries  would  ftraight- 
jen  or  drefs  the  corpfe ;  nor  did 
they  cofI|n  her  until  they  were 
obliged  thereto  by  the  fmell;  and 
after  that,  they  would  npt  bury  her, 
but  built  up  the  coffin  in  a  corner 
pf  the  barn,  always  expe&ing  that 
fhe  would  rife  again  from  the  dead, 
according  to  her  promife,  and  con¬ 
duit  them  to  Jerufalem.  At  laft, 
the  people  in  the  country  around, 
fhocked  with  thefe  proceedings,  in¬ 
terfered,  went  to  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  and  got  an  order  that  fhe 
ihould  be  buried. 

.  At  Kirkby-Lonfdale,  within  the 
fpace  of  one  week,  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  perfons,  whofe  ages  together 
amount  to  390  years ;  viz.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bell,  widow,  aged  97  ;  John 
Prefton  (the  oldeft  freeman  of  the 
borough  of  Lancafter,  on  record,  at 
the  time  of  his  death)  in  his  97th 
year;  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  wi¬ 
dow,  aged  97.  There  is  a  ftriking 
fingularity  in  the  circumftance  of 
three  people,  refiding  in  the  fame 
town,  departing  at  the  fame  period, 
after  attaining  to  nearly  the 
fame  great  age. 

At  Salifbury?  aged  101,  the  wi¬ 
dow  Poor. 

*1"-1  1  1  I.  .i  '  ■— 

*•  V  A-  .  •'*?  ■*  '  * 

J  U  L  Y. 

-a  Edinburgh .  At  the  Court 

of  Seflion,  Lord  Efkgrove,  as 


ordinary  in  the  outer-houfe,  this 
day  decided  a  caufe  of  a  curious  na¬ 
ture.  A  young  lady  had  betroth¬ 
ed  herfelf  to  a  merchant  in  Aber¬ 
deen  ;  the  marriage-day  was  fet,  a 
houfe  taken  and  furnifhed,  fervants 
hired,  and  the  lady  furnifhed  with 
her  marriage-ring.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  long  epiftolary  correspondence, 
fhe  manifefted  the  ftrongeft  attach¬ 
ment  and  moft  inviolable  fidelity  to 
him  ;  but  of  a  fudden  changed  her 
mind,  and  married  another.  Feel¬ 
ing  the  difappointment,  her  former 
lover  brought  an  aftion  of  damages 
againft  her  and  her  hufband.  Be¬ 
fore  it  came  into  court,  the  lady 
died.  The  aftion  was,  however, 
infilled  on  againft  the  furviving 
hufband ;  but  the  Lord  Ordinary, 
after  a  full  hearing,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  there  was  much  humour  and 
ability  displayed,  difmijjed  the  ac¬ 
tion.  His  Lordfhip  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  that,  till  the  moment  of 
the  marriage  ceremony,  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  lady  to  recede. 
Though  her  letters  contained  the 
ftrongeft  elFufions  of  love  towards 
the  purfuer,  and  even  a  direct  pro¬ 
mife  of  marriage,  yet  they  at  the 
fame  time  fhewed  that  her  friends 
were  againft  the  connexion,  and 
that  all  their  intimacy  had  been 
carried  on  in  the  moft  fecret  manr 
ner.  His  Lordfhip  therefore  con* *• 
fidered,  that  any  man  who  endea¬ 
vours  to  inveigle  a  young  woman 
into  a  clandeftine  marriage,  and  a 
marriage  againft  the  confent  of  her 
friends,  was  guilty  of  an  immoraj 
aft ;  confecjuently,  npt  entitled  to 
maintain  an  aftion  of  damage,  when 
his  intentions  were  fruftrated  by  a 
returning  fenfe  of  duty  upon  the 
part  of  the  " 

E-xvell. 
longing  to 
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this  place,  blew  up  ;  by  which  acci¬ 
dent  four  men  loft;  their  lives. 
The  bodies  were  fo  mutilated  by 
the  explofion,  that  they  could  not 
be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other. 
The  head  of  one  of  them  was  thrown 
to  a  very  confiderable  didance. 

>  ,  Mary  Doran  was  brought 
*  up  to  receive  the  judgment  of 
the  court  for  fetting  her  houfe  on 
fire.  She  was  fentenced  to  be  im- 
prifoned  two  years  in  Newgate,  and 
afterwards  to  find  fecurity  for  her 
good  behaviour  for  five  years ;  her- 
felf  in  1 00 Land  two  fureties  in  50 1. 
each. 

Same  day  the  following  malefac¬ 
tors  were  brought  out  of  Newgate, 
and  executed  according  to  their 
fentences,  viz.  William  Brown  and 
|ohn  Davvfon,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Maddocks,  at  the  bottom  of  High- 
gate-hill,  of  feventeen  guineas  and 
a  half.  &c. — William  Bates,  Ed¬ 
ward  Gilletkey,  and  Stephen  Mack- 
away,  for  alfaulting  Robert  Adair, 
Efq;  Amelia  Briltow,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dundas,  on  the  highway,  at 
Edmonton,  and  robbing  them  of  a 
gold  watch,  a  ten  pound  bank-note, 
and  twenty  guineas. — Jofeph  Wood, 
aged  fourteen,  and  Thomas  Under¬ 
wood,  aged  fifteen,  for  alfaulting 
William  Beedle,  a  lad  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  robbing  him  of  a  bag, 
containing  a  jacket,  a  fhirt,  and 
waiftcoat,  and  five- pence  in  half¬ 
pence,  near  Salt  Petre  Bank;  — 
and  Ifabella  Stewart,  for  Healing,  in 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Good¬ 
man,  in  the  Strand,  a  fifty  pound 
bank-note,  and  twenty- one  gui¬ 
neas,  the  property  of  Elizabeth 
Morgan. 

12th  unf°rtunate  rencontre 

took  place  this  morning  upon 
Blaekheath,  between  Mr.  Graham, 
an  eminent  fpecial  pleader,  of  the 


Temple,  and  Mr.  Julius,  a  pupil  in 
the  office  of  Melf.  Grahams,  at- 
tornies,  of  Lincoln’s-Inn,  who  are 
brothers  of  the  former. 

The  parties  had  dined  together, 
at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Black,  the  fur- 
veyor,  upon  Epping  Foreft,  on 
Sunday ;  and,  after  dinner,  having 
drunk  freely,  the  latter  expreffing 
fome  free  opinions  concerning  reli¬ 
gion,  much  abrupt  language  palfed 
between  them.  They  were  recon¬ 
ciled,  however,  on  that  day,  and 
returned  to  town  in  the  fame  car¬ 


nage. 

On  Monday  they  met  again,  after 
dinner,  at  the  chambers  of  Mr. 
Graham,  Lincoln’s-Inn,  the  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  deceafed,  where  the  dis¬ 
pute  was  unfortunately  renewed, 
though  apparently  without  ma¬ 
lignity.  No  challenge  was  given 
that  night;  but  in  the  enfuing 
morning  the  deceafed  called  upon 
Mr.  Julius  for  an  apology  for  fome 
expreffions ;  which  being  refufed, 
they  went  out  together,  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  attended  by  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr. 
Julius  by  Mr.  Maxwell. 

A  pupil  of  an  eminent  furgeon 
accompanied  them  to  Blaekheath, 
where  Mr.  Graham  fell  by  a  (hot 
which  pahed  almoft  through  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly.  .  He  was 
brought  to  town  in  a  poft-chaife, 
and  the  exertions  of  the  moll:  emi¬ 
nent  of  the  faculty  were  in  vain 
ufed  for  his  relief.  The  ball  hav¬ 
ing  laid  open  the  femoral  artery, 
and  it  being  impoffible  to  Hop  the 
difeharge,  of  blood,  he  expired  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day. 

A  melancholy  accident  hap-  , 
pened  at  Walcot,near  Bilhop’s  * 
Caftle,  Shropihire.  A  number  of 
workmen  being  employed  to  take 
down  a  brick  wall,  they  undermin- 
§d  it,  in  order  that  it  might  fall ; 

and 
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5md  fitting  down  on  a  bench  near 
the  fame,  in  order  to  view  it,  the 
foundation  fuddenly  gave  way,  and 
the  wall  fell  upon  one  Samuel 
Cooke,  a  bricklayer,  and  crulhed 
him  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that  he 
expired  in  a  fnort  time  after.  His 
Father  and  feveral  others  narrowly 
efcaped  being  hurt,  having  quitted 
the  bench  but  a  few  feconds  before 
the  unfortunate  young  lfian  was 
killed. 

i  In  the  .  court  of  King’s 
1 4  *  Bench,  an  aft  ion  was  tried, 
Hopkins  v erf  us  Sawyer,  whifh  took 
up  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  court.  The 
plaintiff,  laid  fpring,  purchafed  a 
horfe,  for  thirty  guineas,  from  the 
defendant,  which  was  warranted  to 
be  found  ;  but  the  horfe  dying  fome 
time  after  the  purchafe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  unfoundnefs,  the  prefent 
aftion  was  brought  to  recover  his 
value  from  the  defendant.  The 
circumftance  that  created  peculiar 
difficulty  in  fearching  the  true  me¬ 
rits  of  the  cafe,  was  the  death  of 


the  farrier  who  had  the  care  of  the 
horfe  after  his  coming  into  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  poffeffion.  It  appeared,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  horfe  was  ill  at  the 
time  of  his  delivery,  and,  growing 
vvorfe,  (hortly  died.  Two  fervants 
belonging  to  the  defendant  gave  a 
teftimony  direftly  contrary  to  that 
of  the  witneffes  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff;  but  Lord  Kenyon  partly 
reconciled  the  inconfiftencies  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  jury  brought  in  their  ver- 
dift  for  the  plaintiff,  3 1 1.  10s. 

The  coroner’s  inqueff  fat 
on  the  body  of  Mr.  Graham,  1 
killed  in  a  duel  on  the  13th.  The 
jury  brought  in  a  verdift  of  man- 
llaughter  againft  Mr.  Julius,  the 
principal,  and  acquitted  the  feconds. 

Birmingham.  Inconfequence  ^  ^ 
of  an  advertifement,  on  Thurf-  2 1 1  * 
day  the  14th  inffi  upwards  of  90 
gentlemen  met  at  the  hotel,  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  French  Revolution. 
It  is  previoully  to  be  obferved,  that 
fix  copies  of  a  feditious  hand-bill  * 
had  been  left  early  in  the  week  by 


*  Of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

*c  My  Countrymen,  1 

<(  The  fecond  year  of  Gallic  Liberty  is  nearly  expired.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  third,  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  vviffied  that  every 
enemy  to  civil  and  religious  defpotifm  would  give  their  fanftion  to  the  majettic 
common  caufe,  by  a  public  celebration  of  the  Anniverfary. 

“  Remember — that  on  the  14th  of  July  the  Baftille,  that  high  altar  andcaftle  of 
defpotifm,  fell ! — Remember  the  enthufiafm,  peculiar  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  with 
which  it  was  attacked  ! — Remember  that  generous  humanity  that  taught  the  op- 
preffed,  groaning  under  the  weight  of  infulted  rights,  to  fpare  the  lives  of  oppref- 
forst — Extinguifh  the  mean  prejudices  of  nations,  and  let  your  numbers  be  col- 
leffed,  and  fent  as  a  free-will  offering  to  the  National  Affembly  !• — But  is  it  poilible 
to  forget  your  own  Parliament  is  venal ;  your  Minifter  hypocritical  ;  your  Clergy 
legal  OpprelTors;  the  reigning  Family  extravagant;  the  Crown  of  a  certain  Great 
Perfonage  becoming  every  day  too  weighty  for  the  head  that  wears  it— -too  weighty 
for  the  people  that  gave  it ;  your  Taxes  partial  and  oppreffive  ;  your  Reprefenta- 
tion  a  cruel  infult  upon  the  facred  rights  cf  Property,  Religion,  and  Freedom? — • 
But  on  the  14th  of  this  month  prove  to  the  fycophants  of  the  day,  that  you  reve¬ 
rence  the  Olive  Branch  ;  that  you  will  facrifice  to  public  tranquillity  till  the  ma¬ 
jority  ffiall  exclaim,  “  The  Peace  of  Slavery  is  vjorfe  than  the  War  of  Freedom  !" 
*— Of  that  day  let  tyrants  beware  !” 

fome 
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lome  perfon  unknown  in  a  public- 
houfe;  for  dil'covering  the  author, 
printer,  oi*  publisher  of  which  a  re¬ 
ward  of  one  hundred  guineas  was 
offered  by  the  magiftrates ;  and 
which  having  been  very  generally 
copied,  caufed  no  fmall  fermenta* 
tion  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  In 
confequence,  on  Thurfday  afternoon 
a  conflderable  number  of  perfons 
gathered  round  the  hotel,  hilling  at 
the  gentlemen  as  they  affembled  ; 
and  fubfequent  to  their  departure 
(which  happened  tv/o  hours  after) 
every  window  in  the  front  was  com¬ 
pletely  demolifhed,  notwithstanding 
the  perfonal  appearance  and  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  magiftrates. 

The  mob  next  attacked  the  New 
Meeting-houfe  (Dr.  Prieftley’s ), 
and  after  trying  in  vain  to  tear  up 
the  feats,  &c.  they  fet  it  on  fire, 
and  nothing  remains  that  could  be 
cenfumed. 

The  Old  Meeting-houfe  was 
completely  emptied  of  pulpit,  pews* 
&c.  which  were  burnt  in  the  ad¬ 
joining  burying-ground,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  building  was  levelled 
nearly  with  the  ground  ;  it  being 
confidered  dangerous  from  its  fitua- 
tion  to  fet  it  on  fire. 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  houfe  at  Fair-hill 
next  met  a  fimilar  fate,  with  the 
whole  of  his  library,  and  Colleflion 
of  apparatus  for  philofophical  ex¬ 
periments.  Here  one  of  the  rioters 
was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  cor- 
tiice-llone. 

On  Friday  morning  the  infa¬ 
tuated  mob  continued  their  depre¬ 
dations,  for  there  was  no  armed 
force  in  the  town,  and  the  civil 
pow^r  was  not  fufficient  to  reprefs 
thejh. 

About  noon  they  attacked  and 
demolifhed  the  elegant  manfion  of 
Mr,  John  Ryland  (late  Mr.  Bafker- 
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ville’s),  at  Eafy-hill,  where  tfra t\f 
of  the  rioters,  who  were  drunk,  pe- 
rilhed  in  the  cellars,  either  by  tjie 
flames,  or  fuffocation  by  the  falling 
in  of  the  roof.  Six  poor  wretches 
terribly  bruifed,  were  got  out  alive/ 
and  are  now  in  our  hofpital,  and 
ten  dead  bodies  have  flnce  been  dug 
out  of  the  ruins;  but  a  man,  who, 
had  remained  immured  in  one  of 
the  vaults  from  the  preceding  Fri¬ 
day,  worked  hi$  way  out  on  Mon¬ 
day,  with  little  injury  i 

This  afternoon  the  magiftrates/ 
anxious  to  preferve  the  town  from 
further  outrage  until  military  aid 
could  be  procured,  attended  and 
fwore  in  fome  hundreds  as  addi*' 
tional  conftables,  who,  with  mop- 
ftaves  in  their  hands,  marched  up 
to  Mr.  Ry land’s  todifperfe  the  mob/ 
who  at  firft  gave  wa f ;  but  rally¬ 
ing,  after  a  ftout  conflift,  in  which 
many  were  feverely  wounded,  the 
Pojfe  C  emit  at  us  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire,  without  effecting  any  ufeful 
purpofe. 

The  country  refkknce  of  John 
Taylor,  Efq.  Eordefley-hafl,  after 
the  greateft  part  of  its  lplendfd  fur¬ 
niture  had  been  demolifhed  or  car¬ 
ried  away,  was  fet  on  fire,  together 
with  the  out-offlees,  ftables,  ricks 
of  hay,  &c.  and  altogether  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  mofl  tremendous  feene  of  de- 
vaftation. 

e  , 

In  the  night  of  Friday,  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Hutton,  in  High-ftreet,  was 
completely  ftripped  ;  his  large  flock 
of  paper,  his  library  of  books,  and 
all -his  furniture,  deftroyed  or  car¬ 
ried  away.  Fire  was  feveral  times 
brought  by  a  woman  (women  and 
boys  were  particularly  active  in  alf 
the  depredations),  but  the  majority 
of  the  populace,  in  tendernefs  to  the 
town,  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  ap¬ 
plied. 


From 
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Front  Mi*.  Hutton’s  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  his  country-houfe  at  Wafh- 
wood-heath,  about  three  miles  from 
town,  which,  with  its  offices,  they 
reduced  to  allies. 

Saturday  morning  the  rioters 
made  an  attack  on  Mr.  G.  Hum¬ 
phreys’s  houfe  at  Spark-brook,  but 
.were  repulfed,  and  one  man  killed; 
the  mob,  however,  on  a  fecond  at¬ 
tack  carried  their  point,  and  went 
off  after  ranfacking  the  houfe  of  all 
its  valuable  furniture,  but  did  not 
burn  it. 

Mr.  William  Ruffell’s  houfe  at 
Showed- Green  experienced  all  the 
violence  of  fire  and  devaluation. 

,  The  houfe  of  Mr.  T.  Hawkes, 
Mofeley- Walk- Green,  was  dripped 
of  its  furniture,  which  was  either 
broken  to  pieces  or  carried  away. 

Mofeley-hall,  the  refidence  of 
the  dowager  countefs  of  Carhamp- 
ton,  but  the  property  of  John  Tay¬ 
lor,  efquire  ;  Mr.  Harwood’s,  and 
Mr.  Hobfon’s,  a  diffenting  mini  Iter, 
were  all  on  fire  at  once. 

■  Lady  Carhampton,  who  is  mother 
to  the  dutehefs  of  Cumberland,  and 
blind,  had  notice  on  the  preceding 
day  to  remove  her  effefts,  as  their 
vengeance  was  not  directed  againlt 
her  :  the  good  old  lady  gave  direc¬ 
tions  accordingly,  and  fir  Robert 
and  captain  Lawley  immediately  at¬ 
tended  on  their  noble  relation,  whom 
they  accompanied  in  fafety  to  Can- 
well,  fir  Robert’s  feat. 

The  whole  of  Saturday  bufinefs 
was  at  a  Hand,  and  the  fhops  moitly 
.dole  ffiut  up,  notwithftanding  the 
appearance  of  the  magiftrates,  and 
feveral  popular  noblemen  and  gen- 
<  tlemen,  who  difperfed  hand-bills, 
figned by  themfelves, exhorting  them 
to  retire  peaceably,  and  warning 
them  of  the  conferences  to  the 
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county,  who  mud  reimbmffe  the  {of¬ 
ferers  ;  for  the  reports  were  fo  vague 
and  various  of  the  number  and  the 
ftrength  of  the  infurgents,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  military,  fave  a  few  undifci- 
plined  recruits,  no  force  could  be 
lent  out  againft  them.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  and  evening  fmall  parties  of 
three  or  five  levied  contributions  off 
meat,,  liquor,  and  money,  with  the 
fame  indifference  that  they  would  le¬ 
vy  parilh  taxes;  but  the  night  paffed 
without  interruption  in  the  town. 

On  Sunday  the  rioters  bent  their4 
courfe  towards  Kingfwood,  feven 
miles  off,  extorting  money  and  li¬ 
quors  by  the  way.— -There  the  dif¬ 
fenting  meeting-houfe,and  the  dvvel- 
ling-houfe  of  their  minifter,  were  re¬ 
duced  to  alhes,  as  were  the  premifes 
of  Mr.  Cox,  farmer,  at  Worllock* 
the  fame  day. 

The  reports  of  every  hour  of  this 
day  appeared  calculated  to  excite 
alarm  in  the  town,  whilft  depreda¬ 
tion  and  extortion  were  committing 
in  the  furrounding  villages  and 
country  feats. 

Sunday  night,  foon  after  ten,  three 
troops  of  the  15th  regiment  of  light 
dragoons  arrived,  amidft  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  inhabitants,  whofe 
hopes  and  fears  had  been  vilibly  de¬ 
picted  through  the  day  in  every 
countenance,  as  reports  of  the  near  1 
approach  of  the  foldiery  were  Ipread 
or  contradicted.  The  town  was 
immediately  illuminated,  and  before 
morning  every  thing  was  tolerably 
quiet,  but  the  rioters  were  Hill  con¬ 
tinuing  their  depredations  in  the 
country. 

Their  vifits  to  Mr.  Hunt’s  at  La¬ 
dy-wood,  Mr.  Coates’s  at  the  Five- 
ways,  and  Dr.  Withering’s  Edgbaf- 
ton-hall,  were  attended  with  great 
alarm,  but  not  the  injury  reported. 

They 
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They  exhauffed  the  cellars  at  each 
place,  and  received  various  fums  of 
money  to  prevent  their  proceeding 
to  further  violence,  but  were  at  the 
lad-mentioned  place.in  greatforce  at 
the  time  the  troops  arrived ;  which 
they  no  fooner  had  intimation  of 
than  they  began  to  (link  off  in  fmall 
parties ;  and  the  peafantry  taking 
courage  put  the  red  to  flight  in  va¬ 
rious  dire&ions. 

So  rapid  were  the  light-horfe  in 
their  route  for  the  relief  of  this 
place,  that  they  came  here  in  one  day 
from  Nottingham,  a  didance  of  59 
miles,  but  to  the  great  injury  of  their 
horfes,  one  of  which,  a  famous  old 
horfe,  that  had  been  in  the  regiment 
18  years,  died  the  following  day. 

On  Monday  three  troops  of  the 
Iith  regiment  of  dragoons  came 
in,  and  Col.  de  Lancy  to  take  the 
command. 

On  Tuefday  there  were  flying  ru¬ 
mours  of  depredations  near  Hagley, 
Halefowen,  &c.  and  in  the  evening 
certain  information  was  received, 
that  a  party  of  rioters  were  then  at¬ 
tacking  Mr.  Male’s,  of  Belle-vue ;  a 
few  of  the  light  dragoons  immedi¬ 
ately  went  to  his  affidance;  but  they 
had  been  previoudy  overpowered  by 
a  body  of  people  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  ten  of  them  are  now  con¬ 
fined  at  Halefowen. 

On  W ednefday  the  country  for  ten 
miles  round  was  fcoured  by  the  light- 
horfe,  but  not  one  rioter  to  be  met 
with,  and  all  the  manufactories  are 
at  work  as  if  no  interruption  had 
taken  place, 

1 7th  Parif'  On  Sunday  morning, 

'  *  in  confequence  of  the  invita¬ 

tion  of  the  clubs,  a  great  concpurfe 
of  people  affembled  on  and  about  the 
altar  of  liberty.  Two  men,  one  a 
foidier  with  a  wooden  leg,  the  other 


a  hair-dreffer,  concealed  themfelves 
under  the  altar.  They  had  taken  a 
couple  of  bottles  of  wine  with  them, 
anddbmething  to  eat.  After  having 
break  faded  they  cut  a  few  fmall 
holes  through  the  boards,  the  better 
to  fee  what  was  going  forward  at  the 
Champ  de  Mars.  They  were  per¬ 
ceived,  and  dragged  by  the  mob  to 
the  committee  of  the  fedion.  The 
fitting  officers,  convinced  that  they 
had  no  bad  defign,  ordered  them  to 
the  invalids  ;  but  on  a  fudden  it  was 
reported  that  they  had  ?natches  in 
their  pockets  to  fet  jive  to  fome  powder, 
and  thus  blow  up  the  altar  of  liberty  ! 
The  two  unfortunate  men  were  im¬ 
mediately  torn  from  the  prote&ion 
of  the  national  guard.  The  fird  in¬ 
tention  of  the  rabble  was  to  hang 
them  up  on  the  lamp-iron  ;  but  the 
cord  breaking,  the  philofophical 
butcheTs  went  to  work  with  knives , 
and  after  having  cut  off  their  heads , 
fuck  them  on  pikes ,  and  carried  them 
about  the  fireets  / 

This  day  two  proclama-  , 
tions  were  iffued  from  the  29  * 
lecretary  of  date’s  office,  the  one  of¬ 
fering  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  for  difeovering  and  appre¬ 
hending  every  perfon  Concerned 
in  the  late  riots  at  Birmingham ;  and 
the  other  offering  the  fame  reward  for 
difeovering  the  author,  printer,  or 
publisher  of  the  celebrated  hand-bill, 

A  few  days  fince,  as  a  poor  , 
woman  was  gathering  chick- 
weed  in  a  field  adjoining  the  long 
lane,  known  by  the  name  of  Cut¬ 
throat-lane,  which  leads  from  Ken- 
nington  Common  to  Camberwell, 
file  fuddenly  perceived  the  body  of 
a  man  upon  the  ground  near  the 
ditch,  with  his  throat  cut,  and  the 
blood  dreaming  near  him.*  On  his 
right-hand  lav  the  razor  with  which 

he 
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he  had  deftroyed  himfelf,  and  alfo 
his  cravat,  fo  deliberately  had  he 
done  it.  The  poor  woman’s  ihrieks, 
at  the  light  of  a  fpedacle  fo  horrid, 
foon  brought  all  the  labourers  in  the 
neighbouring  brick-fields,  and  the 
palfengers  within  hearing.  On  ex¬ 
amination  he  appeared  to  be  about 
thirty  years  old,  well-drefied,  in  a 
genteel  drab-coloured  coat,  toile- 
nette  waillcoat,  fuftian  breeches,  the 
late  new-fafhioned  blue  thread  ilock- 
ings  with  white  clocks,  filver  (hoe 
and  knee  buckles,  and  in  his  pocket 
two  half-guineas,  four  (hillings  and 
iix  pence  in  filver,  and  fome  half¬ 
pence.  Having  no  papers  about 
him  which  could  lead  to  a  difcovery 
of  who  he  was,  he  was  taken  to 
Lambeth  bone-houfe  to  be  owned. 

On  the  26th,  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  admiralty  of  Amllerdam ; 
and,  though  every  endeavour  was 
ufed  to  extinguifh  it,  confumed  in  a 
few  hours  the  whole  of  that  fine 
building,  and  a  large  magazine  of 
fails,  arms,  and  other  (lores,  fuffi- 
cient,  it  is  faid,  for  the  equipment 
of  thirteen  (hips  of  war.  The  caufe 
of  this  misfortune  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained. 

Died — at  York,  in  his  gzd  year, 
John  Kenion,  efquire.  After  be¬ 
queathing  fome  legacies  to  particu¬ 
lar  friends,  he  has  left  his  fortune  to 
charitable  purpofes ;  viz.  200 1.  to  the 
tounty-hofpital ;  200 1.  to  the  blue¬ 
st  boys  and  grey-coat  girls  fchool ; 
ind  200 1.  to  the  lunatic  afylum  in 
:hat  city:  200 1.  to  the  hofpitals  in 
Vlanchefter ;  and  the  refidue  is  to  be 
applied  in  apprenticing  poor  children 
>elonging  to  the  town  of  Rochdale 
n  Lancalhire,  his  native  place. 

At  Valencia,  aged  111  years, 
‘afchal  Seria. 

At  Stratford  under  the  Cafile, 
r°i.  XXXIJI. 


near  Salifbury,  the  widow  Blake, 
aged  100. 


AUGUST. 

The  following  experiments 
were  lately  made  on  board  a 
(hip  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  by  Mr. 
Hill,  carpenter  of  the  Adive,  and 
inventor  of  a  machine  for  drawing 
bolts  out  of  (hips  fides,  &c.  id. 
he  (lopped  a  (hot-hole  on  the  outfide 
of  the  (hip,  four  feet  under  water,  in 
the  fpace  of  one  minute,  without  af- 
fillance  from  any  perfon  out  of  the 
vefiel.  2d.  He  (lopped,  in  the  fame 
manner,  a  fpace  in  the  (hip’s  fide 
four  feet  under  water,  of  four  feet  by 
four  inches,  in  two  minutes  and  a 
half.  During  the  time  of  effedually 
curing  both  leaks  the  (hip  made 
only  ten  inches  water  in  the  well. 
3d.  An  experiment  on  the  chain- 
pump,  with  a  new  conftruded  wheel 
of  Mr.  Hill’s  invention,  which  ads 
upon  infinitely  better  principles  than 
that  at  prefent  in  ufe,  is  much  fafer, 
lefs  liable  to  be  out  of  order,  and 
will  be  a  material  faving  to  govern¬ 
ment  in  chains  and  faucers. 

Mr.  Jefferfon,  the  late  American 
minifter  at  the  court  of  France,  has 
communicated  to  an  eminent  houfe 
in  the  city  a  difcovery,  which,  if 
fandioned  by  experience,  will  be  of 
the  utmoll  importance.  A  perfon 
near  Bofion,  who  was  a  (hip-builder, 
has  folicited  a  patent  from  the 
United  States  for  a  mode  of  preferv- 
ing  (hip- timber  from  being  worm- 
eaten.  During  the  thirty  years  he 
has  been  a  bridge-builder,  he  has 
always  foaked  fuch  timbers  as  were 
to  be  under  water  in  oil,  and  has 
found  this  method  to  prefer ve  them 
ever  fince  he  was  in  that  employ¬ 
ment. 

*  D  i2th. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Bir- 

12th.  ,  ,r 

mingham,  at  a  public  meet¬ 
ing*  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  his  paternal  care  ma- 
nifefted  for  their  fecurity  during  the 
late  riots.  They  alfo  voted  thanks, 
and  pieces  of  plate  of  ioo  guineas 
value,  to  their  j unices;  alfo  thanks  to 
the  earls  of  Aylesford  and  Plymouth, 
Sir  Robert  Lawley,  the  honourable 
captain  Finch,  and  the  fevenal  other 
gentlemen  who  exerted  themfelves 
to  fupprefs  the  riots ;  thanks  and 
elegant  drefs-fvvords  to  captain  Pol- 
hill,  cornets  Hilton  and  Seymour ; 
with  look  to  the  non-commiiiioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  15  th  re¬ 
giment  of  dragoons,  for  their  great 
vigilance. 

1 6th  Whitehall .  Mini  derial 

notes  have  been  delivered  at 
Peterfburgh,  by  Mr.  Whitworth  and 
Mr.  Fawkener,  and  count  Goltze, 
on  the  part  of  his  majefty  and  of  the 
king  of  Pruiffia,  and  by  count  Ofter- 
man  on  the  part  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  relative  to  the  terms  of  pa¬ 
cification  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte. 

In  thefe  notes  the  mlnifters  of  his 
riiajeftyandthekingof  Pruffia  agree, 
on  the  part  of  their  refpedive  fove- 
reigns,  that  their  maj elides  wiil  pro- 
pofe  to  the  Porte  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  Ruffia  on  the  terms  of  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  diftrid  of  Oczakow,  from 
the  Bog  to  the  Dniefter;  her  impe¬ 
rial  majefty  engaging  not  to  dillurb 
the  free  navigation  of  the  latter  ri¬ 
ver,  but  to  favour  and  proted  it,  (to 
which  condition  the  Porte  is  to  be 
equally  and  reciprocally  bound)  and 
her  imperial  majefty  being  alfo  to 
rellore  to  the  Porte  at  the  conciulion 
of  the  peace  all  other  conquefts 
whatever.  The  minifter  of  her  im¬ 
perial  majeliy  agrees  on  the  part  of 
his  fovereign  to  make  peace  on 


thefe  terms;  and  the  minifters  of  his 
majefty  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  agree, 
on  the  part  of  their  refpedive  fove- 
reigns,  that  if  the  Porte  Ihould  de¬ 
cline  to  enter  into  negociation  on 
this  bafts,  their  majefties  will  leave 
the  termination  of  the  war  to  the 
courfe  of  thofe  events  to  which  it 
•  may  lead. 

This  morning,  as  his  ma-  ^ 
jefty  was  palling  in  his  car-  / 
riage  through  the  Park  to  St. 
James’s,  a  gentleman  drefted  in 
black,  llanding  in  the  Green-park, 
c«o fe  to  the  rails,  within  a  few  yards 
of  Mr.  Copley’s  pavilion,  juft  as  the 
carriage  came  oppofite  where  he 
ftood,  was  obferved  to  pull  a  paper 
haftily  from  his  pocket,  which  he 
ftuck  on  the  rail,  addrefted  to  the 
king,  throw  off  his  hat,  dil'charge  a 
piftol  in  his  own  bofom,  and  inftant- 
ly  fall.  Though  furrounded  with 
people  coFeded  to  fee  the  king  pafs, 
the  ralh  ad  was  fo  fuddenly  perpe¬ 
trated,  that  no  one  fufpeded  his  fa¬ 
tal  purpofe  till  he  had  acompiilhed 
it.  He  expired  immediately.  In 
his  left  hand  was  a  letter,  addrefted 
“  To  the  coroner  who  fhall  take 
an  inqueft  on  James  Sutherland.” — 
This  unfortunate  gentleman,  James 
Sutherland,  efquire,  had  been  fuf- 
pended  from  his  office  of  judge - 
advocate  of  Minorca  on  the  fecond 
of  Auguft,  1780;  for  which,  on 
the  23d  of  July,  1783,  he  brought 
an  adion  again  ft  general  Murray, 
the  governor,  and  obtained  a  verdid 
with  5,000  k  damages.  General 
Murray  was  indemnified,  by  parlia¬ 
ment;  and  the  failure  of  fome  ap¬ 
plications  to  government  having  at 
a  fubfequent  period  reduced  Mr. 
Sutherland  to  great  diftrefs,  had 
greatly  deranged  his  mind.  He  was 
very  genteelly  dreffed ;  had  only 
two  pence  and  fome  letters  in  his 
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pockets.  The  letters  were  carried 
to  the  fecretary  of  Hate’s  office. 
One  of  them  was  addrefled  to  the 
king.  The  coroner’s  inqueft brought 
in  their  verdid  lunacy. 

The  following  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  at  Woodford,  in  Ef- 
fex,  on  the  night  between  Monday 
and  Tuefday  lad  :  Mr.  Thompfon, 
furgeon,  of  that  place,  being  alarmed 
by  a  noife,  occafioned,  as  was  fup- 
pofed,  by  fome  thieves  who  were  at¬ 
tempting  to  rob  his  houfe,  rofe,  and 
having  awakened  a  fervant  who  had 
been  along  time  in  the  family,  and 
who  was  much  refpeded  for  his  ho- 
nefty  and  fobriety,  they  both  armed 
themfelves  with  blunderbuffes,  and 
went  out  into  the  garden.  Mr. 
Thompfon  ftationed  the  fervant  at  a 
particular  corner,  by  which  he  fup- 
pofed  the  thieves  mull  pafs,  if  they 
had  not  already  made  a  retreat,  de- 
liring  him  to  remain  on  the  fame  fpot 
till  he  fhould  take  a  turn  round  the 
garden.  The  fervant  having  im¬ 
prudently  left  the  place  where  he  was 
delired  to  watch,  was  met  by  his 
mailer  in  another  part  of  the  garden, 
who,  taking  him  for  one  of  the 
houfebreakers,  difcharged  his  blun- 
derbufs  at  him,  and  lodged  the  whole 
contents  in  his  body.  The  man  died 
almoH  inftantly,  four  balls  having 
lodged  in  his  lungs. 

>  This  day  the  following  proclama¬ 
tion  was  iffued  by  the  king  in  coun¬ 
cil:  “  Whereas  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed,  by  his  order  in  council  of 
the  29th  of  laft  month,  to  diredt  that 
the  bounties  granted  by  his  Majef- 
ty’s  proclamation  of  the  25th  of 
March,  1791,  to  able  and  ordinary 
feamen,  who  lhould  enter  themfelves 
to  ferve  in  his  Majefty’s  royal  navy 
as  therein  mentioned,  fhould  be  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  31ft  day  of  this  in¬ 
fant  Auguft ;  and  whereas  his  Ma¬ 


jefty  doth  judge  it  no  longer  ne- 
ceffary  to  continue  the  faid  bounties  : 
his  Majefty  is  thereupon  pleafed,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order  and  declare,  that 
the  faid  bounties  fhall  from  hence¬ 
forth  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  paid  or  payable,  any  thing  in 
the  faid  order  of  the  29th  of  laft 
month  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Whereof  all  per- 
fons  concerned  are  to  take  no¬ 
tice,  and  govern  themfelves  accord, 
ingly.” 

A  few  days  fihce  Wil-  ~  , 
liam  Gray,  about  25  years  of  ** 
age,  being  employed  on  a  fcaffold 
eredted  for  the  purpofe  of  painting 
the  fpire  of  Great  Marlow  church, 
by  the  breaking  of  one  of  the  pul- 
lies,  fell  with  part  of  the  fcaffold 
upon  the  battlements  on  the  roof 
of  the  church,  from  the  roof  of  the 
church  to  the  ground,  being  in  the 
whole  full  fourfcore  feet  perpendicu¬ 
lar.  His  right  hand  was  fomewhat 
lacerated,  but  he  had  no  bone  broken 
or  dillocated. 

Whitehall.  On  Saturday 
laft  one  of  his  majefty’s  mef- 
fengers  arrived  at  the  office  of  the 
Right  honourable  Lord  Grenville, 
his  majefty’s  principal  fecretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  with  difpatches  from 
the  Right  honourable  Sir  Robert 
Murray  Keith,  knight  of  the  bath, 
his  Majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  congrefs  of  Siftovia, 
containing  an  account  that  a  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  on. 
the  4th  inftant  between  the  Empe¬ 
ror  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  under 
the  joint  mediation  of  his  Majefty, 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  of  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces;  and  that  a  feparate  conven- 
*  D  z  tyoa 
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tion  between  his  Imperial  Majedy 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  for  fettling 
the  limits  between  the  two  empires, 
was  afterwards  figned  on  the  fame 
day. 

^  ^  War<wi ck.  On  Monday 

2  3  *  the  2zd,  the  nife  prius  bar 

was  opened  by  Mr.  Baron  Hotham 
at  ten  o’clock.  At  eleven  baron 
Perryn  came  into  court  on  the  crown 
fide,  and  delivered  a  charge  to  the 
grand  jury,  in  which,  among  other 
things,  he  faid,  “  In  the  calendar, 
gentlemen,  you  will  perceive  the 
names  of  many  prifoners,  who,  in 
open  defiance  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  have  wickedly  and  wan¬ 
tonly,  in  contempt  of  all  legal  au¬ 
thority  and  government,  dedroyed 
and  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  of  their 
fellow- fubjefts.  This  devaluation 
was  particularly  levelled  at  a  clafs 
of  fubjedts  who  have  for  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  years,  by  the  wifdom  of  the 
eftablifned  law,  enjoyed  the  exercife 
of  their  religious  tenets  with  free  to¬ 
leration  of  government. 

“  I  fhall  not  enter  into  any  of  the 
caufes  which  may  be  urged  upon  the 
prefent  cccafion  as  having  tended  to 
excite  this  popular  tumult ;  becaufe 
if  any  body  of  men  had  offended  the 
laws,  they  were  amenable  for  their 
conduct  to  their  country.  But  what¬ 
ever  was  the  caufe  or  the  motive  for 
thofe  outrages,  on  no  pretext  can 
they  be  juftified  or  palliated. 

iC  It  is  rather  extraordinary  and 
lingular,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
laws  which  have  lonp-  difgraced  the 

m  o  o 

hatute  books  againd  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics  have,  under  the  mild  and 
bleffed  government  during  the  pre¬ 
fent  reign  of  his  Majedy,  been  obli¬ 
terated,  and  the  fituation  of  the  ca¬ 
thodes,  fo  far  as  reipedts  their  reli¬ 
gious  principles,  placed  under  the 
happy  and  wife  influence  of  a  libe- 
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ral  and  manly  freedom,  that  a  fpirit 
of  intolerance  Ihould  break  out 
againd  another  clafs  of  men  with  fuch 
fury. 

“  Gentlemen,  you  are  the  guar¬ 
dians  of  your  country.  You  will 
examine  patiently,  coolly,  and  deli¬ 
berately  ;  and  I  am  happy  that  this 
arduous,  though  painful  talk,  has 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  gentlemen 
who  are  as  tenacious  of  their  honour 
as  they  are  of  the  fafety,  happinefs, 
tranquillity,  and  liability  of  the  con- 
ditution  of  their  country.” 

The  trials  commenced  the  next 
day,  when  Francis  Field,  alias  Rod¬ 
ney,  was  indidted  for  fetting  fire  to 
the  houfe  of  John  Taylor,  efquire,  of 
A  don,  near  Birmingham,  on  the  15  th 
of  July  lad. 

Witnelfes  were  called,  who  clearly 
proved  that  the  prifoner  was  feen  to 
feed  the  fire  kindled  in  the  houfe, 
huzzaing  all  the  time. 

The  jury  retired,  and  after  an 
hour’s  confideration,  brought  in  their 
verdidt— -  Guilty. 

William  Rice,  alfo  of  the  paridi 
of  Adon,  was  indidted  for  demolilh- 
ing  the  houfe  of  William  Hutton,, 
efquire;  but  he  proving  an  alibi* 
was  acquitted. 

Robert  Whitehead  was  indidted 
for  the  fame  offence.  Mr.  Hutton’s 
two  fervants  fwore  to  his  activity  in 
demolilhing  the  houfe,  and  that  he 
had  fnatched  a  gun  from  one  of  the 
witnelfes,  and  knocked  him  down 
with  the  but-end  of  it.  This  evi¬ 
dence  was  confirmed  by  two  other 
witnelfes ;  but  was  flatly  contradidled 
by  another,  whofe  evidence  went  to 
prove,  that  the  priloner,  fo  far  from 
being  a  rioter,  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  quell  the  riot;  and  four 
refpedtable  witnefies  fwore  that  he 
had  a  good  character.  The  jury 
brought  in  their  verdidt — N  ot  guilty. 

On 
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On  Wednefday  the  24th,  John 
Green,  John  Clifton,  and  Bartholo¬ 
mew  Fifher,  were  capitally  indifted 
for  demolifhing  the  houfe  of  Jofeph 
Prieftley,  LL.  D. 

After  a  long  trial.  Green  and 
Filher  were  found  guilty,  death;  and 
Clifton,  on  account  of  many  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftanc  es,  and  the  tef- 
timony  of  feveral  refpeftable  per- 
fons  to  his  good  character,  was  ac¬ 
quitted. 

John  Stokes,  indifted  for  pulling 
down  the  old  meeting-houfe,  was 
next  put  to  the  bar.  The  counfel 
took  an  objection  to  the  indiftment, 
becaufe  it  charged  that  the  meeting- 
houfe  was  lituate  in  Philip-flreet ; 
whereas  the  regifier  proved  that  it 
was  originally  licenfed  as  being  fi- 
tuated  in  Old  Meeting-houfe  lane. 
The  counfel  for  the  crown  gave  the 
profecution  up. — Not  guilty. 

William  Shaker,  the  bellman  of 
Birmingham,  was  indifted  for  be¬ 
ginning  to  demolilh  the  houfe  of 
John  Ryland,  efquire,  in  that  town. 
The  evidence  of  the  three  firft  wit- 
ncffes  was  very  krong  againil  him, 
but  their  teflimony  was  impeached 
by  feveral  other  witneffes.  Others 
gave  him  a  very  excellent  char  after, 
as  an  honed,  inoffenlive  man,  whofe 
only  fault  was,  that  he  loved  a  drop 
of  liquor.  The  jury,  therefore,  in 
perfeft  concurrence  with  the  opinion 
of  the  judge,  brought  in  their  verdict 
’—-not  guilty. 

Jofeph  Carelefs  was  indifted  for 
the  fame  offence.  Two  witneffes 
fwore  to  the  faft  charged  againli  the 
prifoner.  But  a  third  witnefs  dated, 
that  the  prifoner  had  endeavoured  to 
preferve  fome  pigs  on  the  pre- 
mifes.  The  jury  acquitted  him. 

William  Hands  was  indifted  for 
the  fame  offence.  Two  witnelfe^ 


fwore  pofitively  to  the  faft.  The 
jury  brought  in  their  verdift — Guil¬ 
ty- 

Daniel  Rofe,  aged  16, was  charged 
with  beginning  to  pull  down  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  John  Taylor,  ef¬ 
quire,  at  Alton ;  but  in  conlideration 
of  his  youth,  no  evidence  was  called 
again  ft  him.  He  was  confequently 
acquitted. 

On  leaving  the  town,  the  judge 
ordered  the  four  rioters,  Francis 
Field,  alias  Rodney,  John  Green, 
Bartholomew  Fifher,  and  William 
Hands,  with  Edward  Brown,  for 
highway  robbery,  and  William  Mil¬ 
lington,  for  horfe-flealing,  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  the  Sth  of  September. 

Whitehall,  In  confequence 
of  the  late  edift  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  refpefting  foreign¬ 
ers,  the  principal  merchants  and 
other  Britifh  fubjefts  redding  in 
Alicant,  were  on  the  7th  required 
by  the  governor  to  declare,  whether 
they  chofe  to  be  confidered  and 
clalfed  foreigners  ^Tranfeuntes  or  Do - 
miciliados.  On  their  preferring  the 
latter  clafs,  they  were  ordered  to 
leave  Alicant  within  fifteen  days, 
and  were  required  to  take  an  oath 
of  implicit  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
Spain  during  that  period.  MefE 
Keith  and  Macdonald  having  de¬ 
clined  complying  with  this  order, 
they  were  confined  in  the  caflle  of 
Alicant. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence 
at  Madrid, count  Florida  Blanca  im¬ 
mediately  allured  lord  St.  Helen’s 
that  he  entirely  difapproved  of  every 
part  of  the  governor’s  conduft ; 
that  orders  fhould  immediately  be 
fent  for  the  releafe  of  Meffieurs 
Keith  and  Macdonald,  without  a 
moment’s  delay;  and  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  fhould  be  called  upon  to 

*D  3  prove 
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prove  any  charge  he  might  have 
made  again#  them,  and  on  his  fail¬ 
ing  to  make  it  good,  that  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  fhould  certainly  receive  due 
fatisfadlion.  Count  Florida  Blanca 
added,  that  he  had  the  preceding 
evening  fent  out  circular  orders  on 
this  fubjeft,  which  would,  he  trulled, 
fecure  his  majefty’s  fubje&s  fettled 
at  Alicant  from  any  further  moleft- 
ation. 

Within  a  few  hours  after  this  con- 
verfation,  count  Florida  Blanca  fent 
lord  St.  Helen’s  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  order  for  the  releafe-of  Mef- 
iieurs  Keith  and  Macdonald,  which 
his  excellency  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  Alicant. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Windfor .  This  morning,  foon 
after  five,  their  majefties  and 
their  royal  highneffes  the  princefs 
royal,  princefs  Augufta,  and  pri'n- 
cels  Elizabeth,  fet  out  for  Wey¬ 
mouth. 

Whitehall.  Their  majefties.  and 
the  three  princefles  arrived  fafely  at 
Weymouth,  a  little  after  fix  o’clock 
on  Saturday  evening. 

,  A d vices  have  been  received 

'  by  the  lord  Thurlow  Eaft 
Indiaman,  that  the  Panther,  of  two 
hundred  tors,  commanded  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  M‘Cluer,  with  the  Endea¬ 
vour,  of  fixty  tons,  had  failed  from 
Bombay  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1790, 
and  arrived  fafely  at  the  Pelevv 
iflands. 

On  their  arrival  they  observed 
two  canoes,  which  made  toward  the 
fhore  in  head  of  coming  to  the  fhips, 
as  had  been  expe&ed.  Thefe,  they 
fuppofed,  were  going  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  to  Abba  Thulle  of  their  ar¬ 
rival;  and  in  this  conjecture  they 


were  not  miilaken;  for  foon  after 
they  faw  a  number  of  canoes  com¬ 
ing  off  to  them,  in  one  of  which  was 
the  good  old  king. 

Immediately  on  his  coming  on 
board  he  went  up  to  the  captain, 
taking  him,  from  his  drefs,  to  be  his 
former  friend  captain  Wilfon,  and 
immediately  felt  on  his  arm  for  the 
bone ,  (a  mark  of  honour  lie  conferred 
on  captain  Wilfon),  and  enquired 
what  was  become  of  it.  Finding  his 
miflake  in  the  perfon,  and  being  in¬ 
formed  that  captain  Wilfon  was 
alive  and  well  in  England,  he  ex- 
preffed  great  fatisfadhon.  Captain 
M'Cluer  then  gave  him  to  under¬ 
hand  the  death  of  Lee  Boo,  and 
the  dilorder  of  which  he  died,  for 
which  event  the  good  old  man  faid 
that  he  had  prepared  his  mind  :  that 
he  had  counted  up  to  fome  fcore 
moons;  but  the  time  being  pift,  he 
had  delpaired  ofever  feeing  the  Eng- 
lifli  more,  judging  that  they  had 
either  perifhed  in  their  voyage  to 
China,  or  did  not  intend  to  return 
again  to  vifit  his  iflands. 

He  was,  however,  perfedlly  con¬ 
fident  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  and  that  captain  Wilfon  would 
take  care  of  his  fon.  In  relating  the 
death  of  Blanchard  (the  feaman  who 
had  been  left  there  by  his  defire)  he 
was  full  of  grief,  and  could  hardly 
utter  himfelf,  fo  much  did  he  feel  his 
lofs. 

Blanchard  was  mortally  wounded 
in  an  engagement  with  the  people 
of  Pellilew,  and  died  foon  after,  as 
did  thofe  great  and  good  friends  of 
captain  Wilfon  and  his  crew,  Raa 
Kook  and  Arra  Cooker.  During  the 
time  of  captain  M‘Cluer’s  flay  at  the 
iflands,  which  was  near  a  month,  the 
utmo#  harmony  and  friendlhip  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  the  good  old  king  libe¬ 
rally  fupplied  them  with  fiih  and 
*  yams 
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yams  when  the  canoes  came  in,  as 
he  ufed  to  do  to  his  former  friends. 

Captain  M'Cluer  has  taken  a  fon 
and  a  daughter  of  the  king’s  with 
him  to  China,  and  means  to  call  at 
the  iflands  again  in  his  pafiage  to 
Bombay.  In  his  journal  the  captain 
fays,  “  Having  pitched  my  tent  in  a 
bay  oppofite  to  the  fhip,  1  found 
my  lei  f  in  a  perfect  paradife,  and 
could  have  been  happy  to  have  con¬ 
tinued  here  the  remainder  of  my 
days.” 

s  ,  Edward  Brown,  for  a  high- 
C1*  way  robbery;  William  Mil¬ 
lington,  for  healing  a  mare ;  Francis 
Field,  alias  Rodney,  and  J ohn  G  reen, 
for  being  concerned  in  dellroying 
the  houfes,  &c.  of  John  Taylor,  ef- 
quire,  and  Dr.  Prieffiey,  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  near  Warwick,  agreeably  to 
their  fentences.  The  unhappy  men 
appeared  at  the  fatal  tree  with  manly 
iirmnefs  and  refignation,  and  their 
whole  condudt  after  condemnation 
evinced  the  trued:  penitence.  Green, 
however,  to  the  lalt  moment  de¬ 
clared  he  took  no  part  in  demolilhing 
Dr.  Prieitley’s  houfe  (for  which  he 
was  convicted),  but  that  he  was 
merely  a  fpeftator  there;  though  he 
acknowledged  he  ought  to  fuffer,  as 
he  was  very  adtive  in  dellroying  Mr. 
Hutton’s  houfe. 

His  Majefly’s  free  pardon  has 
been  granted  to  Bartholomew  Fifh- 
er,  one  of  the  condemned  rioters; 
and  a  refpite  for  fourteen  days  was 
on  Wednefday  received  at  War¬ 
wick. 

About  half  pad  ten  o’clock 
at  night,  a  dreadful  lire 
broke  out  near  Cherry  Garden  Stairs, 
Rotherhithe,  near  London,  which, 
from  the  tide  being  low,  and  little 
water  to  be  had,  burnt  with  great 
ipry  a  confiderable  time.  It  began 

a  chandler’s,  but  how  is  not 


known  :  feveral  barrels  of  tar  were 
on  lire  before  it  was  difcovered.  A 
number  of  engines  attended,  both  on 
the  river  and  on  the  fhore;  but,  from 
the  difficulty  of  finding  water  for  the 
latter,  and  the  impoffibility  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  former  near  enough,  the 
flames  for  a  long  time  fpread  with 
the  utmoft  fury.  It  was  fix  or  fe- 
ven  o’clock  in  the  morning  before 
the  violence  of  the  flames  was  any 
way  got  under,  by  which  time  above 
50  houfes  were  burnt  down,  many 
of  them  warehoufes,  containing 
property  to  a  very  confiderable 
amount,  of  which  very  little  was 
faved.  The  flames  having  com¬ 
municated  to  the  (hipping  in  the 
river,  great  tears  were  entertained 
that  a  number  of  veflels  would  fall 
a  prey  to  the  rage  of  the  lire,  as 
there  was  no  pollibility  of  drawing 
them  off,  owing  to  the  water  being 
ebb.  The  Ranger,  Captain  Swain, 
from  the  South  Seas,  and  a  fmall 
brig,  were  burnt;  but,  by  great  ex¬ 
ertions,  the  flames  were  prevented 
from  communicating  to  any  other 
veflels,  at  leaf!  from  dellroying  any 
other.  A  great  number  of  poor 
families  have  been  burnt  out,  and, 
their  little  all  defiroyed. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  j 
morning,  the  pofl-boy  -car-  ^  ‘  * 
rying  the  mail  (on  horfeback)  from 
Warrington  to  Mancnelter  was  mur¬ 
dered  about  a  mile  from  Warrington, 
the  mail  opened,  and  the  letters  in 
the  following  bags  were  taken  out 
and  carried  away,  viz.  the  Chefter 
bags  for  Manchefier  and  Rochdale, 
and  the  Liverpool  bags  for  Roch¬ 
dale. 

Two  men  (by  accent  Irifhmen) 
were  feen  to  leave  the  place  where 
the  robbery  and  murder  had  been 
committed  in  a  precipitate  manner, 
and  to  go  towards  Warrington. 

*  I)  4  The 
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The  rider  was  found  about  fix 
o’clock  on  Friday  morning,  after 
the  whole  of  the  night  had  been 
fpent  in  fearching  for  him,  in 
Britch  Brook,  about  a  mile  from 
Warrington  (murdered)  ;  the  body 
laid  with  the  face  downwards,  his 
hands  tied  upon  his  back,  and  his 
feet  tied  together. 

,  George  Dingier  was 
*9  *  executed  oppofite  the  debt¬ 

ors  door  at  Newgate,  according  to 
his  fentence,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  his  wife. 

k  The  Old  Bailey  feflions 
21  *  ended,  when  judgment  of 

death  was  pafled  on  John  Portf* 
mouth,  Thomas  Playter,  Thomas 
Co  lis,  William  1  rid  ram,  John 
Berry,  Pvobert  Claik,  i  homas  Raft- 
op,  John  Simp fon,  Thomas  Jones, 
and  John  Herbert. 

Fifteen  capital  convi&s,  who  had 
been  refpited  during  his  majefty’s 
pleafure,  were  pardoned  on  con¬ 
dition  of  being  tranfported  to  New 
South  Wales  for  life.  One  of  them, 
Thomas  Chap-land,  refufed  hjs  par¬ 
don,  and  was  ordered  to  be  confined 
in  a  folitary  cell,  till  his  majefty’s 
further  pleafure  be  known.  Ann 
Gale,  another  conviT,  who  has  two 
children,  declared  Ihe  would  rather 
die  than  leave  her  childrerr  behind 
her,  when  the  Recorder  faid  he 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
that  her  children  might  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  with  her. 

,  A  woman  in  Turnmill- 
4  *  ftreet,  Clerkenwell,  quitted 
her  houfe,  leaving  two  children 
alone  therein,  who  opened  a  cage  in 
which  three  ferrets  were  confined, 
when  the  latter  attacked  one  of 
the  children,  and  tore  out  its 
eyes. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  June  at  day-break, 
there  fell  a  very  violent  rain  in  the 


ifland  of  Cuba;  which  continued 
till  the  next  day,  at  half  paft  two  in 
the  afternoon,  with  fuch  force,  as 
to  caufe  the  greateft  flood  ever 
known  in  that  country. 

The  tobacco-mills  belonging  to 
the  king  of  Spain  were  intirely 
carried  away  by  the  waters,  and 
the  village,  in  which  they  flood,  is 
no  more.  Two  hundred  and  fifty- 
feven  of  the  inhabitants  periftied  in 
it. 

In  the  fpot  where  the  mills  flood, 
the  water,  and,  as  it  is  thought,  a 
flight  earthquake,  opened  the  ground 
to  the  depth  of  forty-five  feet,  and, 
in  one  of  the  openings,  a  river  ap¬ 
peared  of  the  pureft  water.  In  the 
flte  of  a  houfe,  occupied  by  the 
count  Barretto,  cavities  were  difco- 
vered  more  than  fixty  feet  deep, 
from  one  of  which  rofe  a  thick 
fmoke. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  leagues 
from  thence,  the  torrent  was  fo 
great,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants 
efcaped,  and  all  the  upper  part  of 
the  foil,  in  which  corn  or  fruits 
were  growing,  was  carried  away. 
The  number  of  deaths,  or  the  extent 
of  the  misfortune,  could  not  be  im¬ 
mediately  afcertained ;  but  the 
calculation  was,  that  3000  perfons 
had  perifhed,  with  cattle  of  va¬ 
rious  kinds,  to  the  number  of 
11,700. 

Weymouth .  His  majefty  in  „  *  • 
council  was  this  day  pleafed  2 
to  declare  his  confent  to  a  contra# 
of  matrimony  between  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Y ork  and  her 
royal  highnefs  the  princefs  F.rede- 
rique  Charlotte  Ulrique  Catherine 
of  Prufiia,  eldefl  daughter  of  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia;  which 
confent  his  majefty  has  alfo  caufed 
to  be  lignified  under  the  great 
feal. 
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,  Scotland.  George  Da- 

29  vidfon,  for  forgery,  and 
James  Plunket,  lately  a  foldier,  for 
robbery,  both  under  fentence  of 
death,  and  who  were  to  have  been 
executed  on  the  26th  inftant,  found 
means  to  make  their  efcape.  When 
the  two  under-gaolers  went  up, 
about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  to  lock 
up  the  prifoners,  Plunket  begged 
he  might  have  a  pot  of  porter,  which 
was  granted;  and,  having  drank 
heartily,  he  offered  the  remainder 
to  his  keeper,  who,  while  he  was 
drinking,  had  a  piftol  held  to  his 
throat  by  Plunket,  who  fwore  he 
had  not  an  hour  to  live,  if  he  fpoke 
a  word.  At  the  fame  inftant  Da¬ 
vid  fon  held  a  piftol  at  the  heart  of 
the  other  under-keeper ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  terrified  them  by  threats,  they 
bound  them  with  cords,  which  they 
had  provided  for  the  occafion,  un¬ 
chained  themfelves  from  the  bar  to 
which  they  were  chained  down  to 
the  floor,  and  walked  off  unfufpeit- 
ed.  The  two  under  gaolers  were 
ordered  by  the  Magiftrates  to  be 
imprifoned. 

*  At  the  quarter  feftions  at 
_  ’  Sudbury,  on  an  affair  of  an 

affault,  the  jury,  not  agreeing  on 
their  verdiff,  about  midnight  broke 
open  the  door  of  the  room  in  which 
they  were  inclofed,  and  made  off, 
every  man  to  his  own  houfe.  Next 
morning  they  affembled ;  but,  being 
then  no  longer  confidered  as  the 
fame  Jury,  were  difmiffed  by  the 
Court,  who  determined  to  apply  to 
the  Attorney  General  for  advice  in 
a  cafe  fo  unprecedented. 

Birmingham^  From  fome  cir- 
cumftances  which  appeared  from 
the  evidence  againft  William  Hands, 
upon  his  trial,  fome  gentlemen, 
who  were  led  to  apprehend  that 
the  whole  truth  refpedting  his 


conduct  at  Mr.  Ryland’s  houfe* 
during  the  late  riots,  did  not  ap¬ 
pear,  and  that  the  part  he  took  there 
was  to  preferve,  and  not  to  deftroy 
Mr.  Ryland’s  property,  humanely 
united  in  obtaining  and  prefenting 
a  petition  to  his  majefty  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  upon  which  a  refpite  for  four¬ 
teen  days  was  granted :  previous 
to  the  expiration  of  which,  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Bond  was  fent  down  with  ano¬ 
ther  refpite  for  feven  days  more, 
and  to  inveftigate  the  allegation 
ftated  in  the  petition  in  favour  of 
the  prifoner :  and,  on  Sunday  fe’n- 
night,  very  fatisfadlory  evidence 
was  adduced  before  the  magiftrates 
of  this  town,  Mr.  juftice  Bond,  fir 
Robert  Lawley,  hart,  the  high 
bailiff,  and  many  of  the  moll  refpec- 
table  gentlemen  cf  this  place,  in 
fupport  of  the  favourable  circum- 
llances  Hated  on  behalf  of  the  pri¬ 
foner,  which  were  returned  to  the 
fecretary  of  Hate  by  Mr.  Bond  ;  the 
refult  of  which  has  been,  the  arrival 
of  another  refpite  on  Saturday,  dur¬ 
ing  his  majelly ’s  pleafure,  and  on 
Tuefday,  of  a  free  pardon. 

At  Dublin,  on  the  19th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  firft  ftone  of  the  new 
Houfe  of  Induftry,  on  an  extenfive 
plan,  was  laid  by  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Thomas  Conolly,  as  the  firft 
mover  of  a  bill  for  the  eftablifnment 
of  a  regular  fyftem  for  the  fupport 
of  the  poor  of  that  kingdom. 

Died — 7th,  at  Madrid,  aged 
100,  Don  Carlos  Felix  O’Neale. 
He  was  an  old  lieutenant-general 
of  the  Spaniih  army,  a  great  favo¬ 
rite  of  his  monarch,  and  had  been 
governor  of  the  Ha'vannah.  tie 
was  the  fon  of  Sir  Neale  O’Neale, 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne. 

Lately  at  an  alms-houfe  in  Mon¬ 
mouth,  aged  103,  Sarah  Price. 

When 
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When  about  50  file  could  not  fee 
without  the  help  of  glaffes ;  but  as 
fhe  further  advanced  in  years,  five 
recovered  her  fight  to  inch  a  degree 
as  to  fee-  to  thread  the  fmallaft 
needle,  till  within  a  few  days  or  her 
deceafe. 

In  St.  Elizabeth’s,  aged  no,  a 
negro  woman  named  Cooba. 

At  Edinburgh,  in  his  105th  year, 
John  Strachan. 


OCTOBER. 

£  Berlin .  The  day  before 

11  ’  yefterday,  in  the  evening, 
the  wedding  of  Princefs  Frederica 
was  confummated  with  the  Duke 
of  York. 

About  fix  o’clock,  all  perfons 
who  were  of  princely  blood  aftem- 
bled  in  gala  in  the  apartments' of 
the  Dowager  Queen,  where  the 
diamond  crown  was  put  on  the  head 
of  Princefs  Frederica.  The  Gene¬ 
rals,  Minifters,  Ambaffadors,  and 
the  high  nobility,  affembled  in  the 
white  hall. 

Immediately  after  it  ftruck  feven 
o’clock,  the  duke  of  York  led  the 
princefs,  whole  train  was  carried  by 
four  Dames  de  la  Cour,  preceded  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  chamber,  and 
the  court  officers  of  ftate,  through 
all  the  parade  apartments,  into  the 
white  hall.  After  them  went  the 
king,  with  the  Queen  Dowager; 
Prince  Lewis  of  Pruffia,  with  the 
reigning  queen  (the  crown  prince 
was  abffint,  by  inaifpofition)  ;  the 
hereditary  prince  of  O  ange,  with 
Princefs  Wilhclmina ;  Prince  Henry, 
third  fon  of  the  King,  with  the  he¬ 
reditary  Stadtholderefs,  his  aunt: 
Prince  Wilhelm  of  Pruffia,  with 
Princefs  Augufta;  the  duke  of 
Weimar,  with  the  fpoufe  of  Prince 


Henry  of  Pruffia ;  the  reigning  duke 
of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz,  with  the 
hereditary  Princefs  of  Brunfwick. 

In  the  white  hall,  a  canopy  was 
erefled  of  crimfon  velvet,  andalfo  a 
crimfon  velvet  fopha  for  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony. 

When  the  young  couple  had 
placed  themfelves  under  the  canopy, 
before  the  fopha,  and  the  royal 
family  food  round  them,  the  upper 
counfellor  of  the  conliflory,  Mr. 
Sack,  made  a  fpeech  in  German. 
This  being  over,  rings  were  ex¬ 
changed;  and  the  illuftrious  couple, 
kneeling  on  the  fopha,  were  married 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  reform- 

O 

ed  church.  The  whole  ended 
with  a  prayer;  and  twelve  guns 
placed  in  the  garden  firing  three 
rounds,  the  benediflion  was  given. 
After  which,  the  new-married  cou¬ 
ple  received  the  congratulations  of 
the  royal  family,  and  they  returned 
in  the  fame  manner  to  the  apart¬ 
ments,  where  the  royal  family,  and 
all  perfons  prefen t,  fat  down  to 
card- tables;  after  which,  the  whole 
court,  the  high  nobility,  and  the 
ambaffadors,  fat  down  to  fupper. 

The  fupper  was  ferved  at  fix 
tables.  The  firft  was  placed  under 
a  canopy  of  crimfon  velvet,  and  the 
vibluals  ferved  in  gold  diihes  and 
plates.  Lieutenant-General  Born- 
iledt  and  Count  B:uhl  had  the; 
honour  to  carve,  without  being  feat- 
ed. 

The  other  five  tables,  at  which 
fat  the  Generals,  Minifters,  Ambaf 
fadors,  all  the  officers  of  the  court 
and  the  high  nobility,  were  ferve< 
in  other  apartments. 

Thofe  who  did  the  honneurs  a 
thefe  tables  were— At  the  firf. 
Prince  Sacker,  minifter  of  ftate- 
At  the  fecond,  General  Mollendor 
—At  the  third.  Count  Jinckenfteii 

minilij 
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tninifter  of  flate. — At  the  fourth, 
count  Schulemburg,  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  and  minifter  of  date — At  the 
fifth,  major-general  Bifchoffswer- 

der. 

During  fupper,  mufick  continued 
playing  in  the  galleries  of  the  lirft 
hall,  which  immediately  began 
when  the  company  entered  the 

hall. 

At  the  defert,  the  royal  table  was 
ferved  with  a  beautiful  fet  of  china, 
made  in  the  Berlin  manufactory. 

Supper  being  over,  the  whole  af- 
fetnbly  repaired  to  the  white  hall, 
where  the  trumpet,  timbrel,  and 
other  mu  lick,  were  playing ;  the 
flambeau  dance  was  begun,  at 
which  the  minifiers  of  date  carried 
the  torches.  With  this  ended  the 
feftivity. 

The  new  couple  were  attended 
to  their  apartment  by  the  reigning 
Queen  and  the  Qu  en  Dowager. 

The  Duke  of  York  wore  on  this 
day  the  Englilh  uniform;  and  the 
Pnncefs  Frederica  was  dreffed  in 
a  fuit  of  drap  d’ argent  y  ornamented 
with  diamonds. 

The  palace  of  the  Margrave  of 
Anfpach  was  illuminated. 

r .1  The  houfe  of  Sir  James 

Sanderfon,  Roxby,  and  Co, 
hop-merchants,  at  the  bottom  of 
Filh-dreet-hill,  was  broke  open  and 
robbed  of  bills  of  exchange,  cadi, 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  i8col. 

A  mod  unhappy  affair  has  lately 
occurred  on  board  the  Fitzwilliam 
Eaft-Indiaman,  jud  arrived  :  A  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  niece  were  paffen- 
gers  in  the  fhip  from  Bengal,  having 
part  of  the  Captain’s  cabin,  or 
round-houfe,  alhgned  to  them  (elves 
for  accommodation,  and  lived  at  the 
captain’s  table  ;  the  gentleman  was 
1  widower,  and  appeared  to  be  about 
IS  years  of  age,  and  his  niece  about 


30;  the  former  had  been  in  the 
profeflion  of  the  law,  and  was  re¬ 
puted  to  hive  fome  fortune,  as  had 
the  lady,  and  both  were  from  York- 
fhire.  On  Wednefday  morning  the 
28th  ult.  it  was  currently  reported 
in  the  fhip,  that  Mr.  D.  (a  cuddy 
paffenger)  had,  by  looking  through 
the  keyhole  of  the  door  of  their 
apartment  on  Tuefday  afternoon, 
difcovered  them  in  an  improper 
fituation;  that  he  had  called  another 
perfon  to  be  witnefs  of  the  fame ; 
that  they  alarmed  the  parties  by 
knocking  at  the  door,  and  retired. 
The  affair  being  univerfally  made 
known,  a  referve  took  place  at  table 
during  dinner  between  the  gentle¬ 
men  and  the  parties,  and  an  expla¬ 
nation  was  fo  far  gone  into  as  to 
convince  the  latter  that  their  guile 
was  public.  They  accordingly 
foon  retired  from  table,  and  remain¬ 
ed  that  day  and  Thurfday  in  their 
apartment.  On  Friday  morning  the 
30m,  upon  a  fervant’s  knocking  at 
the  door,  and  not  being  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  admittance  or  attention,  a  fuf- 
picion  arofe,  and  the  gunner  was 
defired  to  go  over  the  Blip’s  quar¬ 
ter,  and  look  into  their  apartment, 
on  which  he  difeovered  that  they  had 
deftroyed  tliemfelves.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  was  found  fitting  in  the 

#  O 

quarter  gallery,  with  a  fufee  and  a 
piftol,  with  the  latter  of  which  he 
had  Ihot  h'imfelf  through  the  head; 
the  lady  was  lying  in  the  balcony, 
and  a  difeharged  piilol  near  her, 
with  which  fhe  had  Blattered  her 
head  in  a  thocking  manner.  They 
had  been  dead  for  fome  time,  and 
it  was  about  feven  in  the  morning 
when  this  part  of  the  melancholy 
bufinefs  was  publicly  known  in  the 
fliip.  Their  bodies  were  committed 
to  the  deep  at  mid-day. 

Some  letters  were  found  written 
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by  the  lady,  addreffed  to  feveral 
friends  and  relations;  one  to  the 
Captain,  thanking  him  for  his 
kindnefs;  one  to  the  perfon  whofe 
fatal  curiofity  had  occafioned  the 
difcovery,  upbraiding  him  for  cruel 
officio  ufnefs ;  and  one  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  in  the  fame  {hip,  and 
who  paid  his  addreffes  to  the  lady, 
affuring  him,  that  fhe  eleemed  him 
highly;  but  declaring,  that  it  never 
was  her  intention  to  impofe  on  him 
a  woman  whofe  conduct  he  could 
not  approve,  and  whofe  affections 
were  devoted  to  another. 

,  Glafgonv.  In  confequence 
12  ‘  '  of  very  heavy  rains,  which 
we  had  for  the  two  preceding 
days,  the  river  Clyde  yelterday 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  rofe  to 
fuch  a  height  as  to  lay  all  the 
lower  part  of  this  city  feveral 
feet  under  water.  The  furniture 
and  goods  in  the  houfes  which  the 
water  reached  have  been  very  much 
damaged;  and  as  the  harvel  is  not 
yet  quite  got-in  in  this  country,  great 
quantities  of  cut  corn  have  been 
fwept  away  by  the  flood  from  the 
lands  overflowed  by  the  river.  The 
water  rofe  fo  high  as  to  reach  the 
cells  of  the  mad  houfe.  The  in- 
lantaneous  effed  which  the  dread 
of  the  water  had  upon  the  lunatics, 
was  very  remarkable— -the  whole  of 
them,  even  the  moft  furious,  were 
rendered  quiet  and  tradable,  and 
allowed  themfelves,  trembling  like 
children,  to  be  conduced  to  apart¬ 
ments  on  the  upper  {lory,  where 
they  remained  calm  and  peaceable, 
as  long  as  the  court-yard  remained 
covered  by  the  water. 

^  A  mod  dilreffing  circum- 
3  *  lance  happened  at  the  houfe 

of  Dr.  Ford,  head  of  Magdalen  Hall, 
Oxford.  One  of  the  Dodor’s  chil¬ 


dren,  a  fine  boy  of  about  four  or  five 
years  of  age,  having  been  left  by  the 
maid  at  play  in  the  room  with  his 
brothers,  approached  fo  near  the  fire, 
that  the  flames  caught  his  pin-cloth ; 
and,  though  the  child  fcreamed  im¬ 
mediately  for  help,  and  all  pofflble 
affiance  was  afforded,  he  died  on 
T  uefday. 

Wind/or.  Their  majelies  ^ 
and  the  princefs  royal,  prin-  ' 
cefs  Augula,  and  princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth,  fet  out  from  Glouceler  Lodge, 
Weymouth,  on  Saturday  morning 
a  little  before  fix  o’clock,  and  ar¬ 
rived  here  at  fix  in  the  afternoon, 
in  perfed  health. 

Vienna ,  Sept.  7th.  The  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and 
of  the  convention  between  his 
imperial  majely  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  were  exchanged  on  the 
23d  ult.  at  Silova,  by  the  Auf- 
trign  and  Turkifh  plenipotenti¬ 
aries,  in  due  form.  And  on  the  5 th 
of  this  month,  fir  Robert  Murraj 
Keith,  his  Britannic  majefiy’s  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  above  congrefs, 
returned  to  this  city. 

On  Saturday,  at  four  in  , 
the  morning,  the  watch  at  ^ 
the  Bank  difeovered  a  fire  in  tha 
part  of  the  buildings  which  is  latel) 
appropriated  for  ovens  to  burn  tin 
ufelefs  papers;  a  large  beam  whicl 
ran  acrofs  the  chimney  took  fire 
and  communicated  to  the  carpen 
ters’  workfhops,  which  in  an  hou 
were  wholly  delroyed.  The  fir 
was  then  got  under,  and  no  farthe 
damage  enfued.  Several  bank  di 
redors  attended.— It  may  be  necel 
fary  to  add,  that  this  fire  in  no  wa 
affeded,  or  could  affed,  the  repof 
tories  of  the  public  accounts,  &< 
which  are  amply  fecured  againl  th 
poffbility  of  being  injured  by  ffre.Jj 
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Accounts  were  received 
'  this  morning  at  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  by  the  Daphne  man  of  war, 
from  Jamaica,  which  place  ftie  left 
Sept.  10,  that  a  dreadful  infurre&ion 
had  taken  place  at  St.  Domingo, 
among  the  negroes  and  free  people, 
and  that  they  were  in  arms  to  the 
number  of  from  35,000  to  40,000 
men,  and  were  fuppofed  to  have  in 
their  poffeffion  about  5000  hand  of 
arms,  had  deftroyed  about  200  fugar 
plantations,  and  a  number  of  coffee, 
&c.  and  had  killed  and  deftroyed  all 
the  white  people  that  fell  in  their 
way,  it  is  fuppofed  to  a  great 
amount.  The  reafon  aftigned  for 
the  revolt  of  thefe  people  is,  the 
late  decree  paffed  in  the  National 
Alfembly.  It  appears  that  the  re¬ 
volt  was  confined  to  the  French 
diftricft;  but  it  was  imagined  it 
would  become  general  through  the 
ifland. 

By  other  information  we  learn, 
that  *  the  white  people  at  St. 
Domingo  had  difpatched  a  fliip  to 
America,  praying  for  aftiftance: 
that  the  news  of  the  infurredtion 
being  received  at  Jamaica,  Lord 
Effingham  had  collected  all  the 
troops  together,  to  be  ready  on  the 
firft  alarm;  and  it  was  expelled 
that  martial  law  would  be  proclaim¬ 
ed.  We  are  happy  to  fay,  that  no 
ferious  confequence  is  apprehended 
among  our  own  iflands :  and  the 
military  at  Jamaica  is  on  the  moft 
refpedtable  footing,  and  very  nu¬ 
merous. 

1  This  evening,  about  feven 
/  ‘o’clock.  Count  ae  Verteil- 
lac  made  his  efcape  from  the  Fleet 
prifon,  in  a  manner  fo  unfufpedled 
by  the  keepers,  that  the  firft  intelli¬ 
gence  leading  to  a  difcovery  was 
given  by  the  mailer  of  the  Bell-Sa- 
vage  inn,  through  which  he  was 


found  to  have  paffed.  He  is  the 
perfon  who  fome  time  fmce  was  im¬ 
prifoned  in  the  King’s  Bench,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape 
from  thence.  The  debt  for  which 
he  was  detained  is  faid  to  amount  to 
5000I. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  #  ^ 
Old  Bailey,  when  judgment  ^ 1 
of  death  was  paffed  upon  1 8  capital 
convids;  one  was  fentenced  to  be 
tranfported  for  14  years,  28  for  fe¬ 
ven  years,  four  to  be  imprifoned  in. 
Newgate,  and  nine  in  Clerkenwell 
Bridewell;  n  were  publicly  and 
two  privately  whipped;  one  judg¬ 
ment  refpited,  on  condition  of  his 
enlifting  as  an  Eafl  India  foldier; 
one  (viz.  Spence  Broughton)  for 
robbing  the  Mail,  ordered  to  be 
fent  to  Cambridge,  five  to  be  fent 
to  Surrey,  and  34  were  difcharged 
by  proclamation. 

This  evening,  about  feven  o* 
clock,  it  was  difcovered  that  Ox- 
Icy,  one  of  the  men  imprifoned  upon 
a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  fome 
of  the  mail  robberies,  had  made  his 
efcape  from  Clerkenwell  prifon. 
Some  bricklayers  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  during  the  day  in  repairing  the 
outhoufes  in  the  yard,  and  their 
ladder,  by  a  ft  range  negledt,  was 
left  there  after  it  was  dark.  This 
man  was  a  prifoner  in  a  place  called 
the  Lodge,  where  the  confinement 
is  lefts  ftritft  than  in  fome  other  parts 
of  the  prifon,  and  had  been  indulged 
with  very  light  irons.  He  afeended 
the  ladder  without  difcovery  or  fuf- 
picion,  and  was  prefently  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  prifon.  In  pafilng 
over  fome  leads  belonging  to  an 
adjoining  houfe,  he  threw  down  an 
earthen  pan  placed  there  for  the 
reception  of  birds,  which  circum- 
ftance  firft  difcovered  his  efcape  by 
the  noife  of  the  falling  pieces.  In  ¬ 
formation 


46*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791. 


formation  was  given  to  the  prifon- 
keepers  that  iome  perfon  had  been 
palling  over  thofe  leads,  and  he  was 
immediately  purfued,  but  has  not 
yet  been  taken. 

The  moll  dreadful  riots  have  lately 
happened  at  Avignon,  in  which  fe- 
veral  people  loft  their  lives.  One 
man,  the  companion  of  Jourdain, 
furnamed  Cut-threat,  was  aftaffinated 
in  a  church,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar. 
Above  fifty  others  have  become 
miferable  vidlims  to  popular  fury. 

Die  d,  at  his  apartments  in  Mil- 
fom-ftreet,  Bath,  of  a  total  decay, 
in  his  64th  year,  Bamber  Gafcoyne, 
Efq.  receiver-general  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  cuftoms,  one  of  the  lords  com- 
miftioners  of  the  admiralty,  ver- 
durer  of  Waltham  foreft,  Elfex, 
formerly  M  P.  for  Liverpool,  and 
only  fon  of  Sir  Crilp  Gafcoyne, 
knt.  lord-mayor  of  London  in  1753, 
and  who  died  in  1761. 


NOVEMBER. 

^  The  following  melancholy 
accident  occurred  in  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Clitherow,  firework- 
maker,  near  Halfmoon-alley,  Bi- 
fhopfgate-ftreet : 

Mrs.  Clitherow,  with  two  jour¬ 
neymen,  her  fon,  and  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter,  being  at  work  in  her  fhop,  to 
complete  iome  orders  againli  Fri¬ 
day,  about  half  paft  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning  fome  tea  was  propofed 
as  a  refrelhment ;  while  this  was 
drinking,  fome  of  the  materials 
upon  which  they  had  been  at  work, 
by  unknown  means  took  fire, 
when  Mrs.  Clitherow’s  eldeft  daugh- 
ter  ran  up  ftairs  to  alarm  her  three 
filters,  who  were  in  bed.  Her 
lifters  prefling  her  as  to  the  fafety 
of  her  mother,  Ike  came  down 


again,  but  not  till  the  flames  had 
got  to  fuch  an  height,  that,  every 
attempt  to  get  out  of  the  front  door 
proving  abortive,  (he,  with  one  of 
the  men,  got  into  the  yard.  She 
there  firft  perceived  that  her  clothes 
were  on  fire,  which  the  man  had 
fcarcely  extinguifhed,  by  afliftir.g 
her  to  get  into  the  water-tub,  be¬ 
fore  a  beam  fell,  with  the  explofion 
of  the  roof,  and  broke  his  arm.  At 
the  fame  time,  both  the  roof  and 
the  gable  end  of  the  next  houfe, 
Mr.  Gibbs’s,  was  forced  into  the 
ftreet,  by  which  a  perfon,  who 
lodged  in  the  garret,  was  thrown 
out  of  his  bed  upon  the  ground  at 
feveral  yards  diftance ;  this  man’s 
thighs  were  broke,  and  he  is  other- 
wile  much  hurt.  It  was  not  till 
fome  time  after  the  principal  ex¬ 
plofion,  that  the  two  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  in  Mrs.  Clitherow’s  yard  were 
found  by  the  populace  almoft  in- 
tombed  in  the  fmoking  ruins :  the 
young  woman  was  conveyed  to  St. 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  and  the 
two  men  to  St.  Thomas’s;  two  of 
whom  are  fince  dead.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  that  her  mother  and  the  other 
journeyman  fell  a  facrifice  to  an 
attempt  to  extinguifh  the  flames  in 
the  fhop  below,  as  the  principal 
part  of  the  powder,  which  was  de- 
poflted  in  the  garret,  was  a  conli-  ; 
derable  time  before  it  took  fire. 
Happily  only  fix  lives  were  loft,  i 
viz.  thofe  of  Mrs.  Clitherow,  one  ' 
journeyman,  her  fon,  and  three 
daughters ;  nor  were  any  other 
perfons  hurt  than  thofe  above  I 
mentioned.  Mrs.  Clitherow’s  houfe 
is  entirely  confumed,  but  the  two 
adjacent  are  only  confiderably  da¬ 
maged,  as  were  the  windows  and 
tiling  of  almoft  all  the  houfes  as 
far  off  the  fpot  as  Broad-ftreet 
buildings. 


It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  the  late 
hulband  of  Mrs.  Clitherow  had  a 
iimilar  accident  on  the  fame  fpot 
about  thirty  years  fince,  when  feve- 
ral  lives  were  loft. 

,  A  few  days  fmce  Mr.  Kirk’s 
3  *  cotton-mills,  at  Barnford,  in 
the  county  of  Derby,  were  de- 
iiroyed  by  fire  ;  which  was  fo  rapid, 
that  only  the  walls  of  that  great 
work  were  left  Handing,  The  da¬ 
mage  is  computed  at  8,oool.  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children, .  are  for  a  time 
deprived  of  the  means  of  getting 
their  bread. 

,  As  fome  men  were  lately 
^  '  employed  in  drawing  a  pond 
at  Hinton  Abbey,  they  found  a  hu¬ 
man  fkeleton,  in  a  fitting  pofture, 
the  fkull  not  above  fix  inches  cover¬ 
ed  with  mud.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  remains  of  Walter  Robinfon, 
Efq.  uncle  to  the  late  Stocker  Ro¬ 
binfon,  Efq.  Fie  was  drinking  at 
a  public-houfe  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  about  fifty-two  years  fmce, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
murdered  in  his  way  home,  as  he 
had  not  been  feen  or  heard  of  fmce. 
The  fum  of  a  thoufand  pounds, 
with  intereft,  is  among  the  un¬ 
claimed  dividends  at  the  bank  in 
his  name.  A  pair  of  high-heeled 
fhoes  were  found  whole,  a  fmall 
diftance  off.  The  bones  were  care¬ 
fully  buried  in  the  church-yard. 

i  Birmingham.  Between  ten 
.  '  ’  and  eleven  o’clock  on  Satur¬ 

day  night,  the  family  (after  they 
were  gone  to  bed)  at  the  Bull’s 
Head  public-houfe,  in  Erdingtoh, 
being  difturbed  by  a  violent  knock¬ 
ing  at  the  door,  Mr,  Gorton,  the 
.mafter  of  the  houfe,  got  up  to  his 
chamber  window,  and  leaning  out 
of  it,  he  obferved  three  men,  one 
of  whom,  upon  his  enquiring  what 


they  wanted,  fired  a  piftol  at  him, 
the  contents  of  which  lodged  in  his 
body,  and  he  expired  in  great 
agony  yefterday  morning. 

Edinburgh.  On  Tuefday  ^ 

morning,  about  twenty  mi-  Lr  * 

nutes  after  nine,  a  newly -finiftied 
glafs-houfe  at  Dumbarton,  fuppofed 
to  be  the  largeft  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  cone  being  120  feet  in 
height,  fuddenly  fell  down.  At  this 
time  there  were  twelve  men  in  the 
inftde,  employed  in  removing  the 
fcaffolding,  all  of  whom  were  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  ruins.  The  greateft 
exertions  were  made  to  remove  the 
rubbifli,  and  fix  of  the  men  were 
got  out  alive,  but  two  of  them  are 
fince  dead  :  fo  that  eight  out  of  the 
twelve  have  loft  their  lives,  and  the 
other  four  are  not  out  of  danger. 
The  hour  of  breakfaft  was  unfor¬ 
tunately  altered  the  day  before  from 
nine  till  ten  o’clock. 

This  day  came  on,  in  the  , 
court  of  king’s-bench,  a  1 1  * 

long  depending  caufe  on  behalf  of 
the  feamen  ol  the  late  commodore 
Johnllone’s  fquadron,and  the  troops 
on  board  that  lquadron,  under  the 
command  of  general  Medows.  The 
queftion  had  been  argued  fix  times. 
It  originated  from  a  meditated  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  the  late  war,  and  the  capture  of  a 
Dutch  vefiel  in  Saldanha  Bay,  which, 
the  lords  and  commiflioners  of  ap¬ 
peal  had  determined  to  be  ‘  good 
and  lawful  prize  to  the  king,’  and 
which  the  court  of  king’s-bench 
affirmed. 

Stockholm.  A  Mr.  d’ Aiken,"  g, 
phyftcian  of  Orebo,  has  invented  a 
powder,  which,  being  infufed  in 
water,  will  extinguifti  themoft  dread¬ 
ful  fires.  A  number  of  experiments 
have  already  been  made  with  great 
fuccefs,  and  he  is  to  repeat  them,  in 

prefence 
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prefence  of  his  majefiy,  at  Drot- 
ningholm,  where  a  number  of  houfes 
have  already  been  built  for  that 
purpofe. 

John  Fortfmouth,  for  Healing  a 
hay  gel-ding,  of  the  price  of  10I.  the 
property  of  Patrick  Smeeth,  and  a 
black  gelding,  of  the  price  of  icl. 
the  property  of  Thomas  Wood; 
William  Trifiram  and  John  Berry, 
for  Healing  a  gelding  of  the  price  ©f 
5I.  the  property  of  John  Cull;  Tho¬ 
mas  Eaftop,  for  Healing  and  driving 
away  eight  fheep,  of  the  price  of 
81.  the  property  of  Jofeph  Sellon; 
and  Robert  Clark,  for  afiaulting 
William  Dawfon  in  a  field  near  the 
high-way,  and  robbing  him  of  a 
metal  watch,  nine  guineas,  and  a 
black  leather  pocket-book,  value 
ill.  4S.5A  and  a  bank  note  value 
10I.  his  property,  were  executed  be¬ 
fore  Newgate. 


^  ThecourtofKing’s  Bench 
'  delivered  their  opinion  on  a 


of  Lime-houfe,  for  his  invention  of 
an  apparatus  for  effectually  retain¬ 
ing  and  applying  to  ufe  the  effential 
oil  of  hops  during  the  boiling  of 
worts  for  beer,  which  was  formerly 
loH  in  the  air.  By  the  fame  appa¬ 
ratus,  water  in  a  veflel  of  any  fize 
may  be  heated  to  boiling-heat, 
without  the  application  of  fire, 
quicker  than  it  could  be  heated  by 
aClual  fire. 

Southampton.  On  Wed-  ,  , 
nefday  morning  laH,  about  *9  * 
two  o’clock,  a  dreadful  fire  broke 
out  at  Bugle-hall,  in  this  town, 
occafioned,  it  is  fuppofed,  by  the 
fires  which  were  daily  kept  in  ■ 
the  houfe  to  dry  it,  it  being  then 
uninhabited,  and  undergoing  great 
alterations.  As  the  wind  was  re-  . 
markably  high,  the  engines  exceed¬ 
ingly  out  of  repair,  and  there  being 
a  fcarcity  of  water,  that  large  and 
antient  building  was  foon  reduced  to 
alhes. 


fpecial  verdiCl  returned  to  them  in 
the  fittings  after  the  laH  term  on  an 
aCtion  againlt  the  printer  of  a 
morning  paper,  for  having  publilhed 
therein  illegal  fchemes  for  the  lot¬ 
tery;  when  their  lordfiiips  unani- 
moufly  determined  that  he  had  in¬ 
curred  the  penalty. 

1 6th  '■^e  Printer  °f a  morning 

’  paper  was  brought  up  in  the 

court  of  King’s  Bench,  to  receive 
judgment  for  a  libel  upon  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  Lady 
Fitzgibbon.  Mr.  Juflice  Afhhurit 
paffed  fentence  on  the  defendant, 
that  he  fhould  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate  for  iz  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  period  enter  into  a 
recognizance  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  three  years. 

A  fhort  time  ago,  a  patent  paffed 
the  great  feal  to.  Mr.  Hare,  brewer. 


Whitehall .  On  F riday  the  « 

Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York  21 


landed  at  Dover,  and  arrived  the 
day  following,  between  five  and  fix 
in  the  afternoon,  at  York  Houfe,  in 
perfeCl  health. 

It  is  a  faCt,  not  generally  known, 
that  as  the  Duke  of  York  was  tra¬ 
velling  through  part  of  France,  on 
his  way  home,  a  frantic  mob  affem- 
bled  round  his  royal  highnefs’s 
carriage,  and  were  with  extreme 
difficulty  prevented  from  defacing 
the  Arms  on  the  pannels  ! 

London.  At  feven  o’clock  , 

23d. 


in  the  evening,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don,  came  to  the  queen’s  houfe ; 
the  Archbilhoo  attended  by  two 
pages  and  his  train-bearer;  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  his  full  robes, 

with 
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faith  the  great  feal  of  England  car¬ 
ried  before  him,  and  his  train 
borne. 

At  half  pall:  eight  o’clock,  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  York,  and  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  entered  the  Queen’s 
houfe,  and  were  immediately  con¬ 
ducted  to  her  tnajefly’s  drawing¬ 
room; 

j  > 

The  Bifhops  and  the  Chancellor 
faere  in  a  feparate  room  for  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  preparing 
the  form  of  the  regifler. 

At  nine  o’clock,  the  bilhops  and 
the  lord  chancellor  having  intimated 
that  they  were  ready,  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  her  majelty’s  drawing- 
room;  upon  which  the  proceffion, 
attended  by  the  officers  of  the 
chapel  royal,  proceeded  to  the  grand 
faloon;  Books  of  the  marriage  ce¬ 
remony  were  delivered  to  all  the 
royal  family  by  the  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury. 

At  the  requell  of  the  archbilhop, 
a  table  was  directed  to  be  placed  in 
the  faloon,  which  was  formed  as  an 
altar,  and  was  narrow  enough  for 
the  archbilhop  to  reach  acrofs,  and 
join  the  hands  of  the  royal  pair. 

At  half  pall  nine,  the  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  affifled  by  the  bifhop 
of  London  :  his  majeHy  Handing  at 
one  end  of  the  altar,  and  her  ma- 
jefty  at  the  other  extremity;  the 
duke  arid  duchefs  of  York  in  the 
centre ;  the  archbilhop  eppofite  to 
them*  and  the  lord  chancellor  Hand¬ 
ing  behind  him ;  the  prince  of 
Wales  next  to  the  duchefs  of  York,- 
and  the  duke  of  Clarence  next  to 
the  duke  of  York*  ^  The  pripeeffes 
were  feated  on  chairs  at  a  dlflariee 
from  the  altar,  in  the  faloon. 

<  A«foon  as  the  ceremony  was  fi- 
niffied,  the  duchefs  of  York  went  to 
Vol.  XXXIII# 
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his  majeHy,  and  attempted  to  kneel, 
which  his  majeHy  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  prevented;  and,  railing  her 
m  his  arms,  afledionately  embraced 
her. 

The  certificate  of  the  marriage 
was  then  figned  by  their  majeHies^ 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  and  laltly  by  the  lord 
chancellor.  After  which,  the  bi¬ 
lhops  and  the  lord  chancellor,  re¬ 
tired,  and  immediately  left  the 
queen’s  houfe. 

The  royal  family  returned  to  the 
epeen’s  drawing-room;  and  at  a 
few  minutes  before  eleven  o’clock, 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  York  went 
to  York-houfe;  where  they  were 
accompanied  by  the  prince  of  Wales 
and  the  duke  of  Clarence,  an  ele¬ 
gant  Tapper  having  been  provided 
by  direction  of  the  duke  of  York. 

The  prince  of  Wales  gave  the 
duehefs  away. 

The  duchefs  was  drefled  in  white 
fatin,  faith  taflels,  and  fringe  of  gold, 
and  a  number  of  diamonds ;  in  her 
head-drefs  Hie  wore  feathers,  and 
three  brilliant  pins  prefented  to  her 
by  the  king  at  the  royal  vilit  oil 
Tuefday.  The  duke  was  in  his 
regimentals— ^the  prince  was  in  a 
chocolate-coloured  drefled  fuit,  and 
the  duke  of  Clarence  in  his  full  uni¬ 
form. 

Yeflerday,  was  a  fpleridid  ^  . 
drawing-room  at  St.  James’s,  > 

on  account  of  the  prefenting  of  the 
duchefs  of  York  at  court.  The 
duke  and  duchefs  went  in  the  fame 
coach,  accompanied  by  lady  Anrie 
Fitzroy.  Her  royal  highnefs  was 
handed  from  the  carriage  by  £L 
Brinbury,  efq.  by  whom  fhe  was 
eonduded  to  the  private  chamber, 
where  Ihe  was  met  by  lady  Sydney, 
lady  Mary  Howe,  and  lady  Caroline 
WaldegraYe>  who  led  her  into  the 
*  E  drawing 
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drawing  room*  and  prefented  her  to 
their  majelties  and  the  princefles. 
The  ceremony  over,  the  nobility 
paid  their  refpefls  to  the  illuftrious 
ftranger,  and  at  half  paft  three  o’ 
clock  her  highnefs  returned  to 
York-houfe.  The  duke  did  not 
leave  the  drawing-room  till  near 
five. 

,  ,  Copenhagen.  In  the  month 
26th.  o£-  june  £t  was  made 

known,  that  a  dangerous  fhoal  had 
been  difcovered  in  the  Cattegat, 
between  the  ifland  of  Anholt  and 
the  town  of  Warberg  in  Swe¬ 
den.  The  court  of  admiralty  has 
now  given  orders  to  the  keeper 
of  the  royal  records  of  fea  charts, 
that  the  (aid  fhoal  (upon  which  is 
found  only  nineteen  feet  water,  with 
a  large  ftony  or  rocky  bottom)  fhall 
be  immediately  engraved  upon  tire 
plate  of  the  furvey  of  the  Cattegat 
for  1790,  and  there  laid  down  ex¬ 
actly  agreeable  to  the  report  of  his 
Danifh  majefty’s  officers,  appoint¬ 
ed  this  fummer  to  furvey  thefe 
grounds. 

It  is  further  found,  by  the  exaft 
furveys  lately  made,  that  the  ifland 
of  Anholt  and  Anholt  Reef  are  fi- 
tuated  near  one  and  one  third  of  an 
Englilh  league  more  to  the  eafhvard, 
in  the  fame  latitude,  than  they  are 
laid  down  in  the  aforefaid  charts 
of  1790.  This  error  will  be  cor¬ 
rected  in  the  new  charts. 

It  is  alfo  faid,  that  the  fhoal  in 
queftion  lies  E.  N.  E.  from  Anholt 
light-houfe,  and  at  about  twenty 
Englifh  miles  diilance  from  it. 

i  Northampton.  The  me- 
2'  '  morable  Bow-bridge,  which 

has  long  been  vifited  by  every 
curious  ftranger  who  has  palled 
through  Leicefler,  on  account  of 
its  being  the  accidental  monu¬ 
ment  over  the  grave  of  king  Rich¬ 


ard  the  Third’s  bones,  fell  on  Sd* 
turday  laft,  about  eleven  o’clock. 
Its  foundation  has  been  fome  time 
vifibly  decaying ;  and  the  late  rains 
having  fwelled  the  waters  which 
pafied  under  it,  probably  took  away 
its  principal  fupport  on  that  end 
toward  St.  Auftin’s  well,  which  oc- 
cafioned  its  deftru£lion. 

Died — on  the  3d,  aged  ioi, 
Mrs.  Afkham,  of  York. 

1 6th,  in  the  parilh  of  Henbury,  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter,  aged  102, 
Abraham  Fifhpool,  who  enjoyed  fo 
uninterrupted  a  ftate  of  health,  that, 
till  within  the  laft  fix  months,  he 
conllantly  attended  tire  gate  between 
Kingfwefton  and  Henbury. 


DECEMBER. 

The  pope  has  fent  to  all  ^ 
the  courts,-  and  to  all  the 
princes  of  Europe,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  a  long  memoire,  in  which  he 
fully  details  the  unjuft  proceedings, 
and  the  contradi&ory,  atrocious,  and 
barbarous  meafures,  of  the  French 
foi-difant  conftituent  aflembly,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  ufurpation  of  Avignon 
and  of  the  Comtat. 

He  complains  that  this  aflembly, 
after  having  loudly  protefted  that 
•they  renounced  the  fpirit  of  con- 
queft,  and  after  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  right  of  the  Holy  See  to 
Avignon  and  the  Comtat  Venaiffin, 
confirmed  by  an  undifturbed  poflei- 
fion  for  more  than  five  centuries, 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  hor¬ 
rible  crimes,  and  have  flied  torrents 
of  blood,  with  a  view  to  uiurp  this 
country. 

William  Jolliffe,  Efq.  was  brought, 
up  to  receive  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  (having 
been  convi&ed  at  the  lalRnflizes  for 

King  lion 
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Itingfton,  of  diftributing  papers, 
with  a  view  of  prejudicing  the  minds 
of  the  jury,  on  the  trial  of  an  infor¬ 
mation  againft  him). — The  court 
fentenced  him  to  fix  months  impri- 
fonmentin  the  King’s  Bench  pril’on, 
and  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
and  to  be  imprifoned  until  he  paid 
the  fine.  Mr.  Jolliffe  addrelfed 
himfelf  to  the  Court,  faying,  that  he 
apprifed  their  Lordlhips  that  he 
was  a  member  of  parliament,  and 
that  he  Ihould  inform  the  houfe  of 
his  being  imprifoned  .* — To  this 
Lord  Kenyon  made  this  anfvver, 
“  The  defendant  muft  be  committed 
in  execution  of  his  fentence.” 

On  the  7  th  was  held  a  general 
court  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  Company,  when  it  was 
xefolved,  that  a  capital  of  not  lefs 
than  50,0001.  Ihould  be  added  to 
their  former  capital  of  100,000 1. 
before  refolved  upon,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  increafing  magnitude  of 
their  affairs,  and  of  the  wifti  ex- 
preffed  by  many  proprietors  to  re¬ 
commend  more  new  fubfcribers  than 
a  capital  of  100,000 1.  would  allow 
of:  it  was  alfo  refolved,  that  the 
whole  of  the  fubfcriptions  Ihould  be 
paid  at  once,  within  one  month  after 
they  ihould  be  called  for  by  the  di¬ 
rectors  ;  and  that  each  proprietor 
ihould  give  in  his  fhare  of  recom¬ 
mendations  of  new  fubfcribers  on  or 
before  the  13  th  inft.  who  are  to  be 
ballotted  for  on  the  20th  inft.  Such 
deficiency  as  may  remain  from  any 
proprietor  failing  to  fill  up  his  fhare 
by  the  1 3  th  inft.  is  to  be  fupplied  by 
the  proprietors  in  general,  on  or 
before  the  ift  of  February. 

In  the  court  of  chancery, 

.  *  application  was  made  for 
further  directions  as  to  the  re-deli¬ 
very  of  Madame  du  Barre’s  jewels, 
9 


and  the  payment  of  the  expences 
incurred  on  their  recovery.  The 
lord  chancellor  made  fome  pointed 
animadverfions  on  the fcramble  for 
the  reward  and  expences :  and  it 
was  finally  fettled,  that  3000I.  fhould 
be  depofited  by  Madame  du  Barre 
to  anfwer  all  demands,  which  are 
to  be  liquidated  by  arbitration,  and 
the  jewels  immediately  delivered 
up. 

John  Frith,  who  has  been  , 
for  a  confiderable  time  con-  1 
fined  in  Newgate  for  high  treafon, 
in  throwing  a  ftone  at  his  majefty, 
was,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gar- 
row,  his  counfel,  put  to  the  bar. 
The  affidavits  of  a  phyfician  and 
furgeonwere  produced,  purporting, 
that  they  had  attended  and  examined 
the  ftate  of  mind  of  the  prifoner 
fince  his  confinement  in  Newgate, 
and  that  they  had  found  that  he  was 
an  infane  perfon.  The  attorney 
general  faid,  he  had  feen  and  ad¬ 
mitted  the  truth  of  the  affidavits. 
He  was  authorifed  to  inform  the 
court,  that  he  was  in  poffeffion  of  the 
king’s  fign  manual,  by  which  his 
majefty  confented  to  the  prifoner’s 
being  difcharged  from  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  upon  condition  that  fe- 
curity  was  given  that  he  Ihould  be 
confined  in  fome  proper  place  as 
a  lunatic,  or  in  fome  other  manner 
taken  care  ' of,  fo  as  to  anfwer  his 
majefty’s  moft  gracious  intentions. 
Bail  were  then  produced,  and  the 
prifoner  was  ordered  to  be  li¬ 
berated. 

In  the  afternoon  as  feveral  . 

n  •  •  X  2 

young  men  were  lkaiting  on 
the  ice  on  the  Canal  in  St.  James’s 
Park,  two  of  them,  fell  in;  two 
others,  endeavouring  to  refcue  them, 
fhared  the  fame  fate,  by  the  ice 
giving  way ;  they  were  in  the  water 
*  E  z  more 
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more  than  half  an  hour#  when  one, 
by  the  aflidance  of  a  ladder,  was 
got  out,  but  three  were  unfortunate¬ 
ly  drowned.  A  boat  was  brought 
from  Weilminfter  Bridge,-  but  too 
late;  the  bodies  were  taken  up,  and 
carried  to  three  public-houfes,  where 
the  ufual  means  preferibed:  by  the 
Humane  Society  were'  uiedv  but 
without  the  defired  effed. 

In  the  morning  a  mod 

“'3th*  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
the  fugat-houfe  of  Mr.-  Engell, 
Wellclofe  Square,  which  entirely 
confumed  the  fame,  together  with 
three  houfes  contiguous  to  it.  There 
were  about  500  tons  of  fugar,  rough 
and  refined.  The  conflagration  was 
truly  dreadful,  and  raged  with  the 
utmoft  fury  for  above  four  hours.-— 
The.  k)fs  is  eftimated  at  upwards  of 

TO,  Qol. 

0  ,  Was  tried  at  Guildhall, 

1dth*  the  caufe  of  - - Martin, 

Tfq.  againd - —  Petrie,  Efq. 

This  was  an  adion  againfl;  the  de¬ 
fendant  for  criminal  conversation 
with  the  plaintiff  ’s  wife.— The  da¬ 
mages  were;  laid  in  the  declaration 
at  2o,ogq  1. 

Mr.  Bearcroft,  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  dated,,  that  he  was  the 
elded  fort  of  a  gentleman  of  large 
fortune  in  the  county  of  Galway,  in 
Ireland.  In  the  year  1777  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  lady  of  beauty  and  accom- 
plifhments,  a  Mils  Vefey.  With 
her  he  lived  happily  for  the  fpace 
of  fourteen  years,  having  had,  dur¬ 
ing  that  time,,  nine  children  by  hen 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  leaving  his 
wife  at  Paris,  where  he  had  redded 
for  fome  time,  and  of  returning  to 
England.  During  his  abfence  the 
defendant  was  introduced  to  the 
acquaintance  of  his  lady,  whom  he 
after  a  fhort  period  feduced;— ' The 


jury  gave  a  verdidt  of  .10,000 li  da¬ 
mages. 

This  evening, a-s  an  elder- 
ly  woman,  houfekeeper  to  L 
Mr.  Francis,  of  St.  James’s-fquare* 
was  fitting  by  the  kitchen  fire,  the 
flames  caught  her  deaths,  and  burn¬ 
ed  her  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that 
die  expired  in  a-  few  hours-  after¬ 
wards. 


The  right"  hon.  the  lord 
mayor,  the  aldermen,  die- 
riffs-,  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  London,  waited  upon  their 
royal  highnefl’es  the  duke  and  ducheis- 
of  York,  and  prefen  ted  their  com¬ 
plimentary  congratulations  on  their 
late  marriage. 

The  following  is  the  duke  of 
York’s  anfwer:  I- return  you  my 
mod  hearty  thanks  for  this  addrefs, 
fo  full  of  fentiments  of  attachment 
to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  of 
aifedtion  to  me. 

u  Your  exprefllons  of  joy  on  the 
occafion  of  my  marriage  give  me  the 
higheft  fatisfadlion ;  and  the  city  of 
London  may  rely  upon  my  unabat¬ 
ing  zeal  for  their  welfare  and  pro- 
fperity,  and  on  my  cond'ant  endea^ 
vour  to  preferve  their  affedtion  and. 
regard.” 

The  following  is  the Duchefs’s  an¬ 
fwer,  vizi.  “  I  thank  you  for  your 
congratulations,  fo  exprefhve  of  love 
and  duty  to  the  king  our  fovereign, 
and  of  affedlion  to  the  duke  of  York- 
and  myfelf.  They-  make  impref- 
fions  on  my  mind,  and  it'fhall  be  my 
conilant  and  unremitting  fludy  to 
continue  to  deferve  the  edeem  of  the 
city  of  London.” 

At  half  pad  8  o’clockra  fire 
broke  out  in  Mifs  Le  Clerc’s  21 
apartments,,  on  the  fecond  floor  in 
Richmond-houfe,  Privy  -  Gardens* 
which  was  occafloned  by  a  fpark  hav¬ 
ing  diet  from  the  fire  to  the  bed  furni¬ 
ture, 
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tfterc.,  where  the  young  lady  lay 
-afleep.  The  duke  was  then  writing 
a  letter  in  the  library,  where  the 
hreakfarft-cloth  was  laid.  In  a  few 
minutes  afterwards,  his  grace,  the 
duchefs,  and  Mifs  Le  Clerc  (the  du- 
^chefs  carying  a  favourite  dog  under 
her  arm)  left  the  koufe,  and  the  la¬ 
dies  were  efcotted  to  the  duke  of 
Buccleugh’s  by  a  gentleman,  who 
^appeared  to  be  a  friend  of  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  who  met  this  party  upon 
the  fteps. 

The  duke  returned  to  the  yard  of 
his  houfe,  and  there  being  then  no 
engines,  and  very  little  readinefs  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  aftonifhed  fervants,  or 
the  populace,  t©  afford  affiftance,  he 
feemed  likely  to  be  in  a  very  fhort 
time  a  witnefs  to  the  deftru&ion  of 
his  entire  property  there.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  at  this  time  ran  up  the  great 
iiair-cafe,  and  prefently  afterwards 
feme  of  the  populace,  encouraged 
by  his  example  and  entreaty,  follow¬ 
ed.  Eight  or  nine  perfons  feemed 
then  to  be  employed  by  his  direflion 
in  lowering  furniture  from  the  win¬ 
dows,  and  bearing  it  down  flairs. 
Three  looking- glades,  faid  to  be 
worth  twelve  hundred  pounds,  were 
thus  relfeued;  two  large  cabinets, 
containing  his  grace’s  papers,  were 
lowered  from  the  rails  of  the  balco¬ 
ny  by  this  unknown  gentleman. 

Upon  the  whole  it  appears,  that 
xhe  endeavours  then  ufed  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  valuable  furni¬ 
ture  and  effedls  were  fo  far  fuccefs- 
ful,  that  alb  the  papers  in  the  office 
fronting  towards  the  garden,  and 
appropriated  by  the  duke  to  ord¬ 
nance  bufinefs,  are  faved;  all  the 
furniture  of  the  firft  floor,  even  to 
the  hangings  of  the  duke’s  bed ;  all 
his  private  papers,  with  the  letter 
which  he  had  left  unfinifhed,  and  the 
Valuable  paintings,  are  faved.  One 
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looking-glafs  of  great  value  was. 
broken  and  left  behind,  the  others 
were  carried  down  the  great  flair- 
.cafe. 

The  hooks  in  the  library  were 
faved  by  feeing  thrown  from  the 
windows  -upon  mattreffes,  which  the 
Granger,  who  feemed  to  condudl  the 
whole,  had-ordered  to  be  placed  un¬ 
der  them..  The  model  of  the  new 
houfe  intended  to  be  built  by  the 
Duke  at  Goodwood,  and  all  the  va¬ 
luable  bulls  from  the  library,  were 
aifo  faved. 

About  one  o’clock  the  whole 
roof  fell  in-;  three  floating  engines 
on  the  river  played  the  water  on  the 
eaft  fide,  and  a  number  of  engines 
in  the  yard  played  very  rapidly ;  fo 
that  foon  after  four  .o’ clock  they 
got  it  nearly  under.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Y ork,  with 
about  300  of  the  Coldflream  regi¬ 
ment,  aflifled  the  watermen,  and 
kept  off  the  mob. 

During  the  rage  of  the  fire,  a 
favourite  fpaniel  dog  of  the  Duke’s 
was  obferved  at  the  window  of  an 
apartment,  jumping  and  making 
endeavours  to  force  his  way  through 
the  glafs.  His  Grace  offering  a  re¬ 
ward  to  any  perfon  that  would  fave 
him,  a  waterman,  by  means  of  lad¬ 
ders  fattened  together,  mounted  to 
th.e  window,  threw  up  the  fafh,  and 
brought  the  dog  down  fafe,  The 
Duke  gave  him  ten  guineas,  and 
the  Duke  of  York  one,  for  this  aft 
ef  humanity  and  courage. 

The  pictures,  and  mofl  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  writings  and  curious  books, 
which  his  Grace  pofteffed,  we  are 
extremely  happy  to  hear,  are  faved. 
At  fuch  a  fire,  the  lofs  of  property 
is  not  the  higheft  confideration ; 
fcience  often  fuffers  irreparably. 

No  lives  were  loft,  nor  have  vve 
heard  of  any  material  accident  fuf- 
*  E  3  tained 
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tained  by  the  perfons  who  af- 
iifted. 

Several  refpedtable  buckle-manu- 
fadturers  from  Birmingham,  Wai- 
fall,  and  Wolverhampton,  waited 
upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales  with  a  petition,  fetting 
forth  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  thou- 
fands  in  the  different  branches  of 
the  buckle  manufacture,  from  the 
fafhion  now,  and  for  fome  time 
back,  fo  prevalent,  of  wearing  Ihoe- 
llrings  inllead  of  buckles.  His 
Royal  Highnefs,  after  confidering 
the  petition  very  attentively,  gra- 
cioufly  promifed  his  utmoft  afliftance 
by  his  example  and  influence. 

,  The  Roman  Catholic  inha- 
*  bitants  of  Kerry  county  in 
Ireland  have  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  profefling 
their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
government,  with  a  folemn  declara¬ 
tion,  that  they  hold  in  abhorrence 
all  writings  and  adtions  tending  to 
excite  fedition  or  favour  fadtion. 
The  addrefs  is  flgned  by  Lord 
Kenmare  and  Gerard  Teahan  — 
the  former  as  reprefentative  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  latter  as  primate  of 
the  clergy. 

,  The  Fazeley  and  Birming- 
3  *  ham  canal,  which  has  proved 

fo  advantageous  to  that  feat  of  in- 
duflry  and  arts,  on  which  was  ex¬ 
pended  upwards  of  1 00,000 1.  a  few 
years  ago,  is  now  fo  far  improved 
in  value,  that  a  fhare  which  coll 
140I.  was  lately  fold  by  audtion  for 
1080I. 

Died  on  the  2d,  Henry  Flood, 
Efq.  member  of  the  privy  council 
of  Ireland.— He  has  by  his  laft  will 
bequeathed  a  property  of  about 
800 1.  a  year  to  his  kinfman  War¬ 
den  Flood,  Efq.  —  to  Ambrofe 
Smith,  Efq.  his  confidential  lawyer 
and  friend,  a  landed  property  of 


about  250 1.  a  year  for  ever,,  and  an 
annuity  of  300I.  a  year  for  life ;  to 
a  young  lady  who  has  lived  for 
fome  years  in  the  houfe  with  lady 
Frances  Flood,  1000I.;  to  George 
Hufon,  an  old  and  faithful  fervant 
whom  he  had  fettled  on  his  eftate, 
1000 1.  and  the  rent  of  his  farm  ;  to 
his  own  man  200 1.;  and  to  all  his 
other  fervants  of  every  defcription 
a  full  year’s  wages;  to  Lady  Fran¬ 
ces  Flood,  all  the  remainder  of  his 
perfonal  property,  and  all  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  eflates,  amounting 
to  more  than  4000 1.  a  year,  for  the 
term  of  her  natural  life ;  and  at  her 
death,  the  whole  of  the  landed  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  univerfity  of  Dublin, 
for  the  purpofe  of  founding  a  pro- 
feflbrftiip,  and  encouraging  the 
ltudy  of  the  Irifli  or  Erfe  language; 
for  purchaflng  manufcripts  and 
printed  books  in  that  language,  and 
in  the  feveral  dialedls  connedted 
with  it,  wherefoever  they  can  be 
found;  and  alfo  manufcripts  and 
printed  books  in  the  claflical  and 
modern  languages ;  and  for  grant¬ 
ing  fix  liberal  annual  premiums  for 
the  beft  compofitions  in  profe  and 
verfe  in  the  Irifli,  Greek,  or  Latin, 
and  Englifli  languages.  And  fliould, 
through  any  defedt  in  his  will,  or 
from  the  operation  of  any  flatute  of 
force  in  this  kingdom,  his  bequeft 
to  the  univerfity  not  prove  valid, 
he  then  leaves  the  eflates  meant  for 
that  learned  feminary  to  Ambrofe 
Smith,  Efq.  whom,  together  with 
Lady  Frances  Flood,  he  appoints 
joint  executors  of  his  will. 

Lately,  at  Plymftock,  near  Ply¬ 
mouth,  aged  77,  Captain  Thomas 
Rayment,  of  the  royal  navy.  As  a 
lieutenant,  in  the  war  of  1755,  he 
ferved  .with  diftinguifhed  reputa¬ 
tion  ;  was  prefent  at  the  redudtion 
of  Louilbourg,  the  taking  of  Que- 
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bee,  and  the  liege  of  Belleifle at 
all  which  places  he  was  feverely 
wounded,  infomuch  that  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  England  for 
his  health.  He  commanded  a  cut¬ 
ter  on  the  Weymouth  ftation.  On 
the  late  peace  he  often  took  the  pre- 
fent  Earl  of  Chatham  a  cruize  in 
the  Channel  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health ;  and  though  repeatedly 
afked  what  he  wifhed  in  the  line  of 
his  profeffion,  by  the  Duke  of  Graf¬ 
ton,  when  firft  lord  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  he  declined  any  preferment  but 
the  command  of  a  cutter,  faying, 
in  his  blunt  way,  «  If  the  admiralty 
thought  his  fervices  and  wounds  did 
not  demand  promotion,  he  would 
not  afk  it.”  When  his  Majefty  vi- 
fited  Plymouth,  in  Auguft,  1789, 
Lieutenant  Rayment  was  prefented 
to  him,  with  other  officers,  and  par¬ 
ticular  mention  made  of  him  by  the 
Earl  of  Chatham.  His  Majefty, 
with  his  ufual  benignity,  ordered 
the  board  of  admiralty  to  put  his 
name  as  a  mailer  and  commander 
on  the  lift.  This  honeft,  rough 
failor  declared  he  felt  more  pleafure 
at  being  thus  promoted  than  at  any 
circumftance  of  his  life.  Subfe- 
quent  to  his  promotion,  the  wounds 
in  his  leg  gave  him  great  pain ; 
and  feveral  fmall  bones  working 
out,  he  determined  to  fuffer  am¬ 
putation  of  the  limb  affedted*  He 
underwent  the  operation  with  great 
fortitude,  not  even  uttering  a  ftgh 
or  a  groan ;  and  declaring  to  the 
furgeon,  that  if  he  would  find  knife 
he  would  find  leg,  and  bid  him  take 
care  to  “  belay  well,  and  mind  his 
backftays.” 

At  Bath,  Sir  Henry-George  Ra- 
venfwoYch  Liddell,  bart.  of  Durham, 
He  fucceeded  the  late  Lord  Ravenf- 
worth  in  his  eftates,  when  the  title 
became  extindl,  and  only  the  ba¬ 


ronetage  revived  in  his  perfon ;  and 
afterwards  married  Mifs  Steele, 
lifter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Steele,  M.  P.  who  furvives  him. 
He  poftefted  an  immenfe  eftate  in 
the  North,  where  he  was  diftin- 
guiffied  for  a  warm  and  generous 
fpirit,  which  fometimes,  however, 
carried  him  into  romantic  tranfac- 
tions.  His  excurfion  to  Lapland, 
upon  a  wager,  and  his  return  with 
two  Lapland  girls  and  rein-deer, 
are  well  remembered.  See  the 
“  Tour  through  Sweden,  Swedifh 
Lapland,  Finland,  and  Denmark. 
By  Matthew  Confett,  Efq.  Stock- 
ton,  1789,”  4-to.  from  May  24  to 
Auguft  12,  1786.  The  Lapland 
girls  were  returned  fafe  to  their 
native  country,  after  an  abfence  of 
feveral  months,  with  50 1.  and  a 
cargo  of  trinkets ;  and  the  rein-deer 
have  bred  in  England. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1791. 

Jan.  1.  Lady  of  Thomas  Boothby 
Parkyns,  Efq.  M.  P.  a 
daughter. 

Feb.  1.  Countefs  of  Aylesford,  a 
daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  Richard  Carr 
Glynn,  a  fon. 

ii.  Lady  of  Samuel  Thornton, 
Efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

14.  Lady  Aplley,  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  Mary  Palk,  wife  of 

Lawrence  Palk,  Efq.  M. 
P.  a  fon. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Loftus, '  a 
fon. 

Lady  Deerhurft.  a  fon. 

16.  Her  Catholic  majefty,  a 

princefs,  baptifed  by  the 
name  of  Maria  Therefa 
Philippa,  &c.  &c.  to  the 
number  of  fixty  najnes. 

*  E  4  Mar* 
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Mar.  24.  Lady  of  William  Adam, 
Efq.  M.  P.  a  fpn. 

April  5.  Lady  Leflie,  a  daughter. 

Marchionefs  of  Salilbury, 
a  Ton  and  heir. 

Lady  Catharine.  Rodney, 
a  daughter. 

25.  Lady  of  Sir  James  Tylney 

Long,  bart.  a  daughter. 
At  the  Hague,  Lady 
Auckland,  a  fon. 

24.  Countefs  of  Tankerville* 

a  daughter. 

]fylay  4.  Cpuntefs  of  Cavan,  a  fon. 
15.  Marchionefs  de  Choifeul, 
a  fon. 

19.  Lady  of  Reginald  Pole 
Carew,  Efq.  JVL  P»  a 
daughter, 

21.  Lady  of  Dr.  Cleaver, 
bifhop  pf  Chefter,  a 
daughter. 

30.  Lady  of  George  Finch 

Hatton,  Efq.  a  fon  and 
heir. 

31.  Lady  of  Gerard  Noel 

Edwards,  Efq.  M.  P.  a 
daughter, 

June  3.  Duchefs  of  Montrofe,  a 
daughter. 

g,  Lady  of  Richard  Jofeph 
Sulivan,  Efq.  M.  P.  a 
fon, 

14.  Lady  Cathcart,  a  daughr 
ter. 

2 6.  Lady  M.  $tuart,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

Lately,  Countefs  of  Linr 
coin,  a  daughter. 

July  4.  Vifcountefs  Bayham,  a 
daughter. 

25.  Lady  of  Sir  William  Four 

lis,  a  daughter, 

28.  Vifcountefs  Valletort*  a 
daughter. 

Aug,  %.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox,  a 
fpn  and  heir, 

4.  Lady  of  James  Lowther, 
Efq.  M.  a  daughter* 7 


\o. 


12. 


5  _.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Rum* 
bold,  bart.  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  the  Lion.  Mrf 
Petre,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Gregory 
Page  T urner,  bart.  a  fon. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Howard, 
lady  of  Bernard  Howard, 
Efq.  prefumptive  heir  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  Lord  Brownlovy, 
a  fon. 

Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Sept.  13.  Duchefs  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Scrope  Bernard* 
Efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  colonel 
Fox,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Granard,  a 
fon. 


?3’ 


21. 
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29.  Lady  JCjmnaird,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Oft.  9.  Cpuntefs  of  Lauderdale* 
a  daughter. 

1 2.  Lady  Saltoun,  a  fon. 

1 6.  Hon.  Mrs.  Drummond,  qf 
Perth,  a  fon. 

27.  Countefs  ,Spenper,  a  fon. 
Nov.  4.  Lady  Sufannah  Thorpe* 
a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  pf  Sir  John  Sin¬ 
clair,  bart.  a  daughter. 
J3.  Vifcountefs  Stppford,  4 
fon  and  heir. 

20.  Countefs  of  Harrington* 

a  daughter. 

21.  Lady  of  Sir  William 

Wake,  bart.  a  fpn  anej. 
heir. 


24.  Vifcountefs  Falmouth,  4 
daughter. 

27.  Lady  Balgonie,  a  fon. 

28.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Frede¬ 

rick,  bart.  a  fon. 

Pec.  Lady  of  Sir  Cecil  Bir 
foqpp,  bart.  a  daughter. 

Lately* 
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Lately,  Countefs  Poulett, 
a  fon. 

{3.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  colonel 
Rodney,  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  of  Vifcount  Gage, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

20.  Lady  Compton,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

28.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Edw, 

Foley,  a  fon  and  heir. 

i »'  •"  • — . . 

MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1791. 

Jan.  5.  Right  Hon.  John  Charles 
Villiers,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Forbes,  daughter  of  the 
Hon,  admiral  Forbes, 

6.  Earl  Fauconberg  to  Mifs 
Chelhyre,  daughter  of 
the  latej.  Chelhyre,  Efq, 
of  Bennington,  Herts. 

1 8.  Lord  Ducie  to  Mrs, 
Child. 

Sir  John  Roger  Palmer, 
bart,  to  Mifs  Altham. 

24.  Sir  Henry  Temped,  bart, 
to  Mifs  S,  Pritchard 
Lambert, 

29.  Vifcount  Stopford,  to 

Lady  Mary  Montagu 
Scott,  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Bqccleugh. 

feb,  16.  Henry  Auguftus  Leicef- 
ter,  Efq.  brother  to  Sir 
John  Fleming  Leiceder, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Letitia  So¬ 
phia  Smyth,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Owen  Smyth 
Owen,  Efq,  of  Condo- 
ver,  Salop. 

Rawfon  Hart  Boddam, 
Efq.  late  governor  of 
Bombay,  to  Mifs  T udcr, 
of  St.  James*s-llreet. 

22.  Benjamin  Bond  Hopkins, 
Efq.  M.  P.  to  Mifs 
Knight,  filler  of  Robert 


*57 

Knight,  Efq.  of  Burrells> 
in  Warwicklhire. 

24.  Marcus  Beresford,  Efq. 

fon  of  the  Right  Hon, 
John  Beresford,  to  Lady 
Frances  Arabella  Lee- 
fon. 

Rev.  Miles  Beevor,  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  Beevor^ 
bart.  to  Mifs  Beevor, 
daughter  of  James  Bee- 
vor,  Efq.  of  Norwich. 
March  25.  Francis  John  Browne, 
Efq.  M.  P.  for  Dorfet, 
to  Mifs  Baring,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Baring,  Efq. 

29.  John  Sutton,  Efq.  cap¬ 

tain  in  the  navy,  to  Mils 
Hotham,  daughter  of 
Baron  Hotham. 

30,  William  Richardfon,  Efq. 

accomptant- general  to 
the  Eaft  India  company, 
to  Elizabeth  countefs 
dowager  of  Winterton. 
April  4.  Lord  Strahaven,  to  Mifs 
Cope,  filler  to  the  Du- 
chefs  of  Dorfet. 

16.  Lord  chief  baron  Eyre, 
to  Mifs  Southwell. 

25.  Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Jones, 

Rfq.  M.P.  to  Mifs  Har¬ 
riet  Williams,  daughter 
of  Edward  Williams, 
Efq.  of  Eaton,  Shrop- 
fhire, 

George  James  Earl  of 
Cholmondeley,  to  Lady- 
Georgiana  Charlotte 
Bertie,  daughter  of  Pe¬ 
regrine,  third  Duke  of 
Ancaller. 

26.  Vifcount  Fielding,  fon  to 

the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  to 
Mifs  Powys,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Powys,  Efq» 
M.  P.  for  Northamp- 
tonlhire, 

•  »  r  ■ 
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tS.  James  earl  of  Cardigan,  to 
lady  Elizabeth  VValde- 
grave,  daughter  of  John 
third  earl  Waldegrave. 

29.  Lionel  earl  of  Dyfart,  to 
Mifs  Lewis,  After  of  Hen- 
ry  Grefvvold  Lewis,  el- 
quire. 

May  6.  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  North- 
cote,  baronet,  to  Mifs 
Baring,  daughter  of 
Charles  Baring,  efquire. 

16.  Henry  Charles,  marquis 
of  Worcefter,  to  lady 
Charlotte  Levefon  Gow¬ 
er,  daughter  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Stafford. 

24.  Reverend  Edward  Hay 
Drummond,  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Kinnoul,  to 
Mifs  Auriol,  of  Portu¬ 
gal  -ftreet,  Grofvenor- 
fquare. 

June  2.  Francis  Buller  Yarde,  ef¬ 
quire,  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  Mifs  Halliday. 
Sir  Thomas  Cave,  baro¬ 
net,  to  lady  Lucy  Sher- 
rard. 

4.  Chambrey  Brabazon  Pon- 
fonby,  efquire,  to  lady 
Harriot  Taylor. 

1 2.  Robert  Knight,  efquire,  of 
Barrils,  Warwickfnire, 
to  the  honourable  Mifs 
F.  Dormer. 

16.  William  Farrington,  ef¬ 

quire,  ofShaw-hall,  Lan- 
cafhire,  to  Mifs  Wilbra- 
ham  Bootle,  daughter  of 
Richard  Wilbraham  Boo¬ 
tle,  efquire. 

17.  Sir  James  Foulis,  baronet, 

to  Mifs  Dallas. 

,21.  Thomas  Smith,  efquire,  of 
the  Inner-Temple,  to  the 
honourable  Mifs  Mary 


HelyHutchinfon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Donough- 
more. 

27.  William  Robert  Phili- 
more,  efquire,  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Mifs  Sarah 
Henley  Ongley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  lord  Ong¬ 
ley. 

July  4.  Philip  lord  Sherard,  to 
Mifs  Eleanor  Monckton,^ 
daughter  of  the  honour¬ 
able  John  Monckton. 

11.  Sir  Nelfon  Rycroft,  baro¬ 

net,  to  Mifs  Read,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Henry 
Read,  efquire,  of  Cro- 
wood,  Wilts. 

13.  John  Chardin  Mufgrave, 
efquire,  eldeft  fon  of  fir 
Philip  Mufgrave,  baro¬ 
net,  to  Mifs  Filmer, 
daughter  of  the  reverend 
Edward  Filmer,  redtor  of 
Crandale,  Kent. 

20.  Lord  William  Beauclerk, 

to  Mifs  Carter  Thel- 
wall. 

12.  Lord  Le  Defpencer  to 

Mifs  Eliza  Eliot,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  Eliot,  ef¬ 
quire,  of  Antigua. 

21.  Sir  George  Wombwell, 

baronet,  to  lady  Anne 
Bellafyfe,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Fauconberg. 

31.  Honourable  Richard  Chet- 
vvynd,  eldeft  fon  of  vif- 
count  Chetwynd,  to  Mifs 
Charlotte  Cartwright,, 
daughter  of  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Cartwright,  efquire, 
of  Aynho,  Northamp- 
tonlhire. 

Aug,  i,  Charles  Milne,  efquire,  of 
Prelton-hall,  Kent,  to 
Mifs  Harriot  Dyke, 
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daughter  of  fir  John 
Dixon  Dyke,  baronet. 

4.  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald, 
to  Mifs  Boyle,  daughter 
of  the  late  honourable 
captain  Robert  Boyle 
Walfingham. 

3.  John  Trevelyan,  efquire, 
eldeft  fon  of  fir  John 
Trevelyan,  baronet,  to 
Mifs  Maria  Wilfon, 
daughter  of  lieutenant- 
general  hr  Thomas  Spen¬ 
cer  Wilfon,  baronet. 

15,  William  Plumer,  efquire, 
member  of  parliament, 
to  Mifs  Jane  Hamilton, 
daughter  to  the  late  ho- 
nourahlc  and  reverend 
Dr,  George  Hamilton. 

1 3.  Colonel  Greville,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  lifter  to  hr  Bel¬ 
lingham  Graham,  baro¬ 
net. 

19.  Earl  of  Darnley,  to  Mifs 
Elizabeth  Brownlovv, 
daughter  of  the  right  ho- 
nourableWhlliam  Brown- 
low. 

24.  Hugh  Barlow,  efquire, 

memberof  parliament  for 
Pembroke,  to  Mifs  Cref- 
pigny,  daughter  of  Phi¬ 
lip  Champion  Crefpig- 
ny,  efquire. 

25.  Captain  Paget  Bayly,  bro¬ 

ther  to  the  earl  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  to  Mifs  Coie- 
peper. 

29.  Rev. 'fir  Richard  Kaye, 
baronet, dean  of  Lincoln, 
to  Mrs.  Maimvarihg. 

Sept.  6.  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
K.  B  to  Mifs  Harte. 

15.  Marquis  of  Blandford,  to 
lady  Sufan  Stewart, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Galloway. 


29.  The  duke  of  York,  to  the 
princefs-royal  of  Pruftia.- 
Oft.  1.  The  hereditary  prince  of 
Orange,  to  princefs  Fre¬ 
derica  Sophia  Wilhel- 
mina  of  Pruftia. 

Lately,  lord  Grantley,  to 
Mifs  Midgley,  daughter 
of  the  late  Jonathan 
Midgley,  efquire,  of  Be¬ 
verley. 

12.  Timothy  Shelly,  efquire, 
member  of  parliament, 
to  Mifs  Pilfold,  of  Weft 
Grinftead. 

■  1 3.  Reverend  William  Sneyd, 
to  Mrs.  Emma  Cecil, 
daughter  of  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Vernon,  efquire,  of 
Hambury,  Worcefter- 
ihire,  and  late  wife  of 
Henry  Cecil,  efquire. 

Nov.  30:  Margrave  of  Anfpach  and 
Bareith,  to  Elizabeth  la¬ 
dy  Craven. 

4.  George  William  Rickets, 
efquire,  of  Bilhop’s- Sut¬ 
ton,  Hants,  to  Mifs  Le- 
titia  Mildmay,  of  Twy- 
ford. 

12.  Earl  of  Mount-  CaftheJI, 
to  the  honourable  Mifs 
King,  daughter  of  lord 
Kingfborough. 

Dec.  6.  Sir  George  Armytage* 
baronet,  to  mifs  Marv 

v 

Bowles,  daughter  of  Old¬ 
field  Bowles,  efquire,  of 
North  -  Afton,  Oxford- 
fhire. 

9.  Captain  J.  Smith,  of  the 
royal-navy,  to  vifcount- 
efs  dowager  Dudley  and 
Ward. 

12.  Colonel  Charles  Gould, 
to  the  honourable  Mifs 
Dormer. 

P  R  O- 
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PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year 

179I* 

January.  John  Hughes,  Horatio 
Spry,  William  Souter,  Harry  Innes, 
Janies  Francis  Perkins,  and  Mau¬ 
rice  Wemyfs,  lieutenant  -  colonels 
of  marines,  to  be  colonels  in  the 
.army. 

John  Watfon,  efquire,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  conful  at  Venice,  vice  Ro¬ 
bert  Richie,  efquire,  deceafed. 

Sir  Robert  Chambers,  knight,  to 
fee  chief  juftice  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  at  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal,  vice  fir  Elijah  Impey, 
knight,  refigned. 

William  Dunkin,  efquire,  to  beone 
of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  at  Fort  William,  in 
Bengal,  vice  fir  Robert  Chambers, 
knight. 

The  dignity  of  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Alleyn  Fitz-Herbert,  by 
the  name,  ftile,  and  tide  of  Baron  St. 
^Helen's. 

Arthur  vifcount  Gosford  to  be 
governor  of  the  county  of  Armagh. 

February.  James  Earl  of  Cardi¬ 
gan  to  be  governor  of  Windfor 
Caftle. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  Charles 
Warre  Malet,  efquire,  refident  at 
Poonah,  in  the  Rajl  Indies; 

A  s  alfo  to  j  ohn  Kepnaway ,  efq  ujre, 
captain  of  infantry  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Fall  India  Company,  and  refl¬ 
uent  at  Hydrabad. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  Thomas  Lighton,  efquire,  of 
^Vlerville,  irj  the  county  of  Dub- 
lin. 

March.  Mr.  Steele  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  Ryder  to  the  office  of 
joint  paymalter,  vice  duke  of  Mon- 
trofe  and  lord  Mulgrave,  refigned  ; 


and  Mr.  Charles  Long  to  be  fecreta- 
ryof  thetreafury,  vice  Mr.  Steele. 

Thomas  Steele,  Efq.  to  be  one  of 
his  majefty’s  molt  honourable  privy 
council. 

The  reverend  Charles  Manners 
Sutton  to  the  deanery  of  Peterbo¬ 
rough,  vice  the  reverend  Dr.  Charles 
Tarrant,  deceafed. 

The  honourable  Spencer  Percival 
to  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  irons, 
and  furveyor  of  melting-houfes,  in 
the  tower  of  London,  vice  George 
Selwyn, efquire,  deceafed. 

W.  Dunkin,  efquire,  lately  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  court  at  Bengal,  to  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

Lord  Charles  Henry  Somerfet  to 
be  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
the  prince  of  Wales. 

Anril.  Right  honourable  Thomas 
Harley  to  be  lieutenant  and  cullos 
rotulorum  of  Radnorfhire,  vice  his 
late  brother,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  Ste¬ 
phen  Luffiino  ton,  of  South-hill  park, 
in  Berks,  efquire,  chairman  of  the 
Eall- India  company,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  lawfully  begot¬ 
ten. 

Right  honourable  Thomas  Ord 
to  be  governor  of  the  I  he  of  Wight, 
vice  the  duke  of  Bolton,  refigned. 

Major  General  O’Hara  to  the 
command  of  the  74th  regiment  of 
foot,  vice  fir  Archibald  Campbell* 
deceafed. 

Barne  Barne,  efquire, to  be  a  com- 
miffioner  of  taxes,  vice  Daniel  Bull, 
efquire,  deceafed, 

**  Right  honourable  George  vif¬ 
count  Parker  to  be  comptroller  of 
his  majefly’s  Jioufehold,  and  one  of 
his  majelly’s  moll  honourable  privy  | 
council. 

Major- 
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Major-general  David  Dundas  to 
l>e  colonel  of  the  2 2d  regiment  of 
foot. 

May.  The  right  honourable  lord 
Grenville,  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  the  right  honourable  Hen¬ 
ry  Dundas,  the  right  honourable  lord 
Frederick  Campbelfhis  grace  James 
duke  of  Montrofe,  and  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Thomas  Steele,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  commiffioners  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India. 

J  une.  The  right  honourable  Hen¬ 
ry  Dundas  to  be  one  of  his,majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  offtate,  vice- the 
duke  of  Leeds,  refigned. 

The  right  reverend  father  in  God, 
Dr.  Shute  Barrington,  bHhop  ef  Sa- 
Hlhury,.  to  be  bilhop  of  Durham, 
vice  Dr.  Thomas  Thurlow,  do¬ 
it  eafed. 

.The  right  honourable  fir  William 
Hamilton,  K.B.  to  be  one  of  his 
majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy- 
council. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom,  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
following,  gentlemen,  and  the  re- 
fpe&ive  heirs  male  of  their  bodies, 
lawfully  begotten  ^  viz. 

Walter  James  James,  of  Langley- 
hall,  in-  Berks,  efquire. 

Lieutenant-general  Sir  William 
Erfkine,  knight. 

Henry  Martin,  efquire,  comp¬ 
troller  of  his  majefty’s  navy. 

C.  W.  B oughton  Roufe,  of  R oufe 
Lench,  in  V/orcefterfhire,  efquire. 

Chriftopher  Hawkins,  of  Trewi- 
then,  in  Cornwall,  efquire. 

John  Call,  ofWhiteford,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  efquire. 

George  Jaekfon,  ©f  Hartham- 
houfe,  in  Wilts,  efquire,  judge-ad¬ 
vocate  of  his  majefty’s  fleet. 

Ralph  Woodford,  efquire,  late 
envoy  extraordinary  to  Denmark. 


Charles  Pole,  of  Woolvert'on,  ire 
Hants,  efquire. 

Robert  Howell  Vaughan,  of  Nan- 
nau,in  Merionethfhire,  efquire. 

Reverend  Charles  Rich  (lateBof- 
toek),  of  Rofe-hall,  Suffolk,  LL.  D^ 

Charles  Grave  Hudfon,  of  Wan- 
lip,  in  Lekefterfhire,  efquire. 

George  Ivifon  Tapps,  of  Hinton 
Admiral,  in  Hants,  efquire. 

George  Chad,  of  Thursford,  m 
Norfolk,-  efquire  ;  and 

Berney  Brograve,  of  Worftead- 
houfe,  in  Norfolk,  efquire. 

Sir  James  Peachy,  baronet,  to  be 
mafter  of  the  robes  to  his  majefty, 
vice  the  earl  of  Cardigan. 

The  honourable  vice-admiral  Ro¬ 
bert  Digby,  to  be  groom  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  bed-chamber. 

John  earl  of  Chatham,  Charles 
George  Lord  Arden,  Samuel  lord 
Hood,  honourable  John  Thomas 
Townfbend,  Alan  Gardner,  John- 
Smyth,  and  Charles  Small  Pybus,  en¬ 
quires,  to  be  lords  of  the  admiralty. 

The  dignity  of  a  marquis  of  the- 
kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Arthur  earl  of  Donegal,  by 
the  name,  ftyle,  and  title  of  marquis 
of  Donegal;  aifo'  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Charles  earl  of  Drogheda, 
by  the  name,  ftyle,  and  title  of  mar¬ 
quis  of  Drogheda. 

James  Allan  Park,  efquire,  of 
Lincoln’s-inn;  barrifter  at  law,  ap¬ 
pointed  (by  the  chancellor  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  duchy  of  Lancafter)  vice- 
chancellor  of  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  vice  Swmnerton,  de- 
ceafed. 

Thomas  Lord  Welles,  created 
vifcount  Northland,  of  Dungannon, 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone. 

Arthur  Lord  Harberton,  created 
vifcount  Harberton,  of  Carbury,  in 
the  county  of  Kildare. 


Robert 


6i*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791 


Robert  Boyd,  efq.  appointed  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  court  of  king’s-bench  in 
Ireland,  vice  Bradftreet,  deceafed. 

July.  Lord  Hervey,  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  at  Florence,  to  be  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  at  that  court. 

Dr.  John  Douglas,  bifhop  of 
Carlifte,  tranllated  to  the  fee  of  Sa- 
Rfbury. 

Major-general  Alured  Clarke  to 
be  colonel  of  the  6oth  regiment  of 
foot. 

Jofeph  Hewitt,  efquire,  to  be  a 
Juftice  of  the  court  of  king’s-bench 
in  Ireland. 

George  earl  of  Morton  created 
baron  Douglas,  of  Lochleven,  in  the 
county  of  Kinrofs. 

Auguft.  William  Woodley,  ef¬ 
quire,  to  be  governorof  the  Leeward 
Charibbee  iflands. 

The  reverend  Edward  Venables 
Vernon,  LL.  D.  to  the  bifhoprick 
of  Carlifte. 

Dr.  James  Cornwallis,  bifhop  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  to  the 
deanery  of  Windfor  and  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  and  regiftry  of  the  knights 
of  the  moll  noble  order  of  the  garter 
thereunto  annexed,  vice  Dr.  John 
Douglas. 

Odtober.  The  right  honourable 
the  vifcountefs  Sydney  to  be  one  of 
the  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber  to  her 
majeily,  vice  the  dowager  countefs 
of  Effingham,  deceafed. 

Lieutenant-general  Smith  to  be 
lieutenant-general  of  marines,  vice 
lieutenant-general  Mackenzie, 

November.  Morton  Eden,  ef¬ 
quire,  to  be  his  majefty’s  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  court  of  Berlin. 

Honourable  William  Eliot  to  be 
his  majelly’s  fecretary  of  legation  to 
the  court  of  Berlin. 

Charles  Mace,  efquire,  to  be  his 


majefly’s  agent  and  conful-generaf 
at  Algiers. 

Hugh  Elliot,  efquire,  to  be  his 
majefly’s  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Drefden. 

David  Gray,  efquire,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  fecretary  oflegation  to  the 
court  of  Drefden. 

Francis  James  Jackfon,  efquire, 
to  be  his  majefty’s  fecretary  of  em- 
bafly  at  the  . court  of  Madrid. 

Reverend  Robert  Darley  Waddi- 
lo ve  to  the  deanery  of  Rippon,  Y ork- 
fhire ;  vice  the  reverend  Francis 
Wanley,  D.  D.  deceafed. 

Thomas  Stepney,  efquire,  to  be 
groom  of  the  bed-chamber;  and 
the  honourable  lieutenant- colonel 
Charles  Monfon  to  be  equerry  to 
the  duke  of  York. 

Right  honourable  lady  Ann  Fitz- 
roy,  and  the  right  honourable  lady 
Elizabeth  Spencer,  to  be  ladies  of 
the  bed-chamber  to  her  royal  high- 
nefs  the  duchefs  of  York. 

William  Lindfay,  efquire,  to  be 
refident  at  Venice,  vice  fir  Francis 
Vincent,  baronet,  deceafed. 

December.  George  MartinLeake* 
efquire,  to  be  Chefter  herald  of  a  rimy 
vice  John  Martin  Leake,  efquire,  re- 
figned. 

Jacob  earl  of  Radnor  to  be  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Berks. 

Honourable  Arthur  Paget  to  be 
his  majefty’s  fecretary  oflegation  at 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 

Daniel  Hailes,  efquire,  to  be  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of 
Copenhagen. 

William  Gardiner,  efquire,  to  be 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Warfaw. 

Colonel  Samuel  Hulfe  appointed 
treafurer;  J.  Kemyfs  Tynte,  efquire, 
mafter  and  comptroller  of  the  houfe- 
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hold ;  colonel  Charles  Leigh  groom 
of  the  bed-chamber ;  the  honourable 
major  George  Hanger  equerry ;  and 
major  J.  Doyle  fecretary  to  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Captain  J.  W.  Payne,  of  the  roy¬ 
al  navy,  to  be  auditor  and  fecretary 
of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall. 

Reverend  Ifaac  Milner,  D.  D. 
F.R.'S.  and  mailer  of  Queen’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  to  the  deanry  of 
Carlifle. 

The  right  honourable  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  to  the  offices  of  ranger  and 
keeper  of  St.  james’s-park,  and  of 
Hyde-park,  vice  the  earl  of  Orford, 
deceafed. 

John  King,  efquire,  to  be  under¬ 
secretary  of  Hate. 

Captain  Thomas  Seabright  to  be 
gentleman-ufher  of  the  privy-cham¬ 
ber  in  ordinary  to  his  majeily. 

G.  A.  Pechell,  efquire,  to  be  re¬ 
ceiver-general  of  the  culloms,  vice 
Bamber  Gafcoigne,  efquire,  de- 
oeafed. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1791. 

January.  In  Great  George- llrect, 
Weftminker,  after  a  fortnight’s  ill- 
nefs.  Lady  Young,  wife  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Young,  baronet,  member  of 
parliament. 

At  Badfidfe-houfe,  in  the  county 
of  Dumbarton,  lady  Helen  Col- 
quhoun,  late  wife  of  fir  James  Col- 
quhoun,  and  aunt  to  the  late  countefs 
of  Sutherland. 

At  Althorpe,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton, honourable  Mr.  Spen¬ 
der,  fecond  fon  of  earl  Spencer, 

Reverend  George  Carleton,  of 
Bartholomew-lane,  coufin  to  lord 
Dorchefter. 

Suddenly,  at  his  lordffiip’s  houfe 
in  Curzon-kreet,  May -fair,  Mary 
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countefs  Verney,  the  lady  of  Ralph 
earl  Verney,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  coheirs  of  Henry  Herring,  ef¬ 
quire,  of  London  and  Egham,  mer¬ 
chant  and  bank-direttor,  and  aunt 
to  fir  Robert  Clayton,  baronet.  She 
was  born  February  4,  1716,  and 
married  to  his  lordffiip  September 
1 1,  1740. 

George  Augullus  Selwyn,  ef¬ 
quire,  member  of  parliament. 

At  Grittleton,  in  Wiltfhire,  Rear- 
admiral  John  Houlton. 

In  Grofvenor-fquare,  after  a  few- 
days  illnefs,  Lucy  Knightley,  ef¬ 
quire,  of  Fawelly,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  which  county  he  re- 
prefented  in  parliament  many  years. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  fir 
James  Daffiwood, baronet,  and  filler 
to  fir  Henry  Daffiwood,  baronet, 
the  duchefs  of  Mancheller,  and  the 
countefs  of  Galloway.  Dying  with¬ 
out  ilfue,  his  ekate,  which  is  very 
confiderable,  and  has  been  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  for  many  centuries,  devolves  to 
his  next  brother,  Valentine  Knight¬ 
ley,  efquire. 

At  Dover,  the  right  honourable 
James  Cunningham,  earl  of  Glen- 
cairn,  baron  Kilmaurs  in  Scotland. 

February,  in  Park-lane,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illnefs,  in  the  24th 
year  of  her  age,  the  lady  of  fir 
Charles  Rofs,  baronet,  member  of 
parliament,  to  whom  ffie  was  married 
about  three  years  knee.  She  was 
countefs  of  the  Roman  empire,  and 
eldek  daughter  of  the  late  general 
James  Count  Lockhart,  of  Lee,  who 
died  at  Pifa,  in  Tufcany,  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1 790. 

Lady  Mary  St.  John,  lady  of  the 
honourable  major  Frederick  St. 
John. 

At  Brompton,  Erfkine  Douglas, 
M.  D.  brother  to  the  late  fir  John 
Douglas,  baronet,  of  Kilhead,'  and 

great 
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great  nephew  of  William  firft  duke 
of  Queenfberry. 

The  honourable  Mifs  Leflie, 
daughter  of  Lord  Balgohie. 

At  Twickenham,  lady  Mary  Sa- 
vile,  wife  of  Dr.  Morton,  principal 
librarian  of  the  Britifli  mufeum,  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  late  fir  George  Savile, 
baronet,  and  the  prefent  countefs  of 
Scarborough,  and  daughter  of  John 
Pratt,  efquire;  married,  1722,  to  fir 
George  Savile,  baronet,  who  died  in 
1743,  by  whom  file  had  alfo  two 
daughters. 

The  countefs  dowager  of  Tan- 
kerville,  mother  of  the  prefent  earl. 
She  was  daughter  of  fir  John  Afh- 
ley,  baronet,  of  Patefhall,  Stafford- 
ihire. 

At  Whalfey ,  ladyMitchell,daugh- 
ter  of  John  Bruce  Stewart,  efquire, 
of  Simbider,  and  widow  of  fir  John 
Bruce  Mitchell,  baronet,  of  Wed- 
fhore. 

Suddenly,  at  her  return  from  pay¬ 
ing  morning-vidts,  to  receive  a  fe- 
left  party  of  friends  at  dinner,  in  her 
33d  year,  the  widow  of  the  late  fir 
Robert  Fletcher.  It  is  fappofed  a 
blood-veflel  burd  in  her  head,  as  fire 
complained  of  an  uncommon  fenfa- 
tion  there  two  days  before.  She 
was  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Pybus, 
banker,  and  niece  to  Mrs.  Black- 
burne,  of  Bufh-hill. 

March.  In  Bruton-dreet,  lady 
Mary  Palk,  wife  of  Laurence  Palk, 
efquire,  member  of  parliament  for 
Afhburton,  in  the  county  of  De¬ 
von. 

At  Hampton,  MiddlefeX,  in  his 
85th  year,  fir  Robert  Carr,  baro¬ 
net. 

At  his  feat  at  Wentworth -cadle, 
in  the  county  of  York,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  William  Wentworth,  earl 
of  Strafford,  vifcount  Wentworth, 
of  Wentworth  Woodhoufe,  baron  of 


Stainborough,  baron  Raby,  New'-* 
march,  and  Overfley,  and  a  baronet* 
He  was  born  in  November,  171a  j 
was  lineally  defcended  from  the 
younger  brother  (fir  William)  of 
Thomas  the  celebrated  earl  of  Straf¬ 
ford,  beheaded  in  1641 ;  in  vvhofe 
fon  all  the  titles  failed,  except  the 
barony  of  Raby,  but  were  revived  in 
Thomas,  elded  fdn  of  fir  William, 
1711  (10  Anne),  who  died  J739* 
leaving  idue  the  late  earl,  who  mar¬ 
ried,  April  28,  1741,  Anne,  fecond 
daughter  and  coheir  of  John  Camp¬ 
bell,  late  duke  of  Argyle,-  who  died 
February  7th,  1785,  but  had  no 
iffue.  His  lordfhip  dying  without 
ifiue,  the  titles  of  earl  of  Strafford 
and  vifcount  Wentworth,  as  well  as 
the  barony  of  Raby,  devolve  to  his 
nephew,  Frederick  Thomas  Went¬ 
worth. 

At  Paris,  in  his  49th  year,  right 
honourable  lord  Spencer  Hamilton* 
uncle  to  the  prefent  duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton:,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  bed- chamber  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 

Lady  Barclay,  relift  of  the  late  fir 
William,  and  mother  of  the  prefent 
fir  James  Barclay,  baronet,  captain 
in  the  royal  navy. 

At  her  houfe  at  Finchley,  in  a 
very  advanced  age,  lady  Mary  Har¬ 
ris,  relift  of  fir  Thomas  Harris, 
knight.  She  was  the  young ed  of 
the  two  daughters  and  coheired.es  of 
fir  Thomas  Hare,  of  Stow  Bardolph, 
Norfolk,  knight,  who  died  in  1759. 

At  Exeter,  aged  feven,  the  fon  of 
lord  St.  John. 

At  Bath,  Edward  Ruller,-  efquire, 
of  Port  Looe,  Cornwall,  brother  to 
judge  Buller. 

On  the  South  Parade,  Bath,  the  la¬ 
dy  of  fir  William  Wheler,  baronet, 
cf  Leamington-Hadang,in  thecoun- 
ty  of  Warwick,  and  daughter  and 
§  heirefs 
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heirefs  of  the  late  Giles  Knightley, 
efquire,  of  Woodford,  in  the  county 
of  Northampton. 

At  Hampion-court,  Anne  coun- 
tefs  dowager  Ferrers  (relidl  of 
Wafhington  earl  Ferrers,  vice-ad¬ 
miral  of  the  blue)  and  aunt  to  Ro¬ 
bert  the  prefent  earl  Ferrers,  to 
whom  a  confiderable  jointure  de¬ 
volves  by  her  death.  Her  ladyfhip 
has  been  a  widow  fmce  Gdtober  ift, 
1778,  when  her  lord  died  at  Chart- 
ley-caftlefand  was  buried  at  Staun- 
ton-Harold  Dying  without  iffue, 
he  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Ro¬ 
bert;  and  he,  in  1787,  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  earl,  his  fon  and  namefake. 

At  his  houfe  in  Curzon-flreet, 
May-Fair,  aged  78,  Ralph  earl  Ver- 
ney  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  county 
of  13 uckingham.  His  countefs  died 
January  20.  Sir  John  Verney,  ba¬ 
ronet,  of  a  very  antient  family  in  the 
county  of  Bucks,  in  1703  was  cre¬ 
ated,  by  Queen  Anne,  baron  Beltur- 
bctand  viicount  Fermanagh  in  Ire¬ 
land.  He  had  one  fon,  Ralph,  (who 
fucceeded  him  in  1717)  and  three 
daughters,  one  of  which  married  fir 
Thomas  Cave,  of  Stanford-hall,  ba¬ 
ronet;  another  married  colonel  John 
Lovett.  This  Ralph  was  created 
earl  Verney  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  1743,  and  died  in  1752.  He 
had  two  foils  :  1 .  John,  who  on  J  u- 
ly  2,  1736,  married  Mil's  Nichols. 
He  died  in  June  following,  his 
wife  being  then  with  child  of  a 
daughter,  who  is  now  living.  2. 
Ralph,  who  on  September  1 1,  1740, 
married  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Herring,  efquire,  of  Mincing-lane. 
December  9,  1741,  Richard  Cal¬ 
vert,  efquire,  brother  to  alderman 
Calvert,  married  Mrs.  Verney,  the 
widow  of  John  Verney.  She  died 
about  two  years  ago. — The  laid  earl 
Vol.  XXXIII. 


had  no  ilfue,  fo  that  the  titles  are 
extinfl. 

At  his  houfe  in  Upper  Grofvenor- 
ftreet,  fir  Archibald  Campbell,  K.  B. 
late  governor  and  commander  in 
chief  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
colonel  of  the  74th  regiment  of  foot, 
a  major-general  of  his  majefly’s 
forces,  and  reprefentative  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  Stirling,  Sec.  in  Scotland. 

April.  In  child-bed,  Henrietta, 
vifeountefs  St.  Afaph,  daughter  of 
the  marquis  of  Bath. 

x 

In  Queen-Anne-ftreet,in  her  78th 
year,  lady  Charlotte  Rich,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  and  countefs 
of  Warwick  and  Holland. 

At  his  feat  at  Wallhampton,  near 
Lymington,  Hants,  in  his  85th  year, 
fir  Harry  Burrard,  baronet. 

At  his  feat  in  Scotland,  where  he 
had  been  indifpofed  fome  time,  John 
vifeount  Arbutbnot.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  fon  Robert,  an  infant, 
only  four  years  of  age. 

At  Florence,  in  a  decline,  the 
honourable  Mrs.  Beckford,  relidl  of 
Peter  Beckford,  efquire,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Rivers, 

At  Afpley,  in  Bedfordfhire,  Ar¬ 
thur  Owen,  efquire,  uncle  to  fir 
William  Owen,  baronet. 

May.  Sir  William  Parfons,  ba¬ 
ronet,  member  of  parliament  for 
King’s- county,  Ireland. 

At  his  feat  at  Booterftown,  near 
Dublin,  fir  Samuel  Bradftreet,  ba¬ 
ronet,  one  of  the  jullices  of  the  court 
of  king’s-bench  in  Ireland. 

In  Cavendifh-fquare,  fir  William 
Jones,  baronet,  of  Ramfbury-manor, 
Wilts. 

Lady  Dryden,  relidl  of  fir  John 
Dryden,  baronet. 

At  Aberdoor-houfe,  in  Scotland, 
lieutenant  general  Robert  Watfon. 

At  her  houfe,  the  corner  of  Park- 
lane,  after  a  long  and  painful  illncfs, 

#  F  Henrietta, 
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Henrietta,  aowager-countefs  Grof- 
venor. 

At  his  houfe  at  Brompton-Grove, 
Middlefex,  in  his  90th  year.  Sir 
John  Mylne,  baronet,  of  Barnton, 
in  North  Britain,  captain  of  Cowes 
caftle,  in  the  ifle  of  Wight  (in  which 
he  is  fucceeded  by  colonel  Drouly, 
of  the  firft  regiment  of  guards), 
captain  of  invalids  in  the  ifland  of 
Guernfey,  and  one  of  the  oldeft  offi¬ 
cers  in  his  majefty’s  lervice. 

At  his  feat  at  Calder-callle,  in 
Scotland,  the  honourable  John  San- 
dilands,  uncle  to  lord  Torpichen. 

At  his  houfe  in  Portland-place,  in 
his  59th  year,  the  right  reverend 
Thomas  Thurlow,  D.  D.  bifhop  cf 
Durham. 

At  Fortrofe,  the  lady  of  fir  Alex¬ 
ander  Mackenzie,  baronet,  of  Coul, 
to  whom  he  had  been  married  60 
years. 

]  n  her  8 1  ft  year,  lady  Carpenter, 
widow  of  George  lord  Carpenter, 
grandmother  of  the  prefent  earl  of 
Tyrconnel,  and  mother  of  the  coun¬ 
ters  ofEgremont. 

At  Roehampton,  fir  Gerard  Van- 
neck,  baronet,  of  Hevingham-hall, 
Suffolk. 

At  Dublin,  in  her  14th  year,  la¬ 
dy  Emma- Elizabeth  Proby,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Carysfort. 

At  Heaton,  lady  Egerton,  rebel 
of  fir  Thomas  Egerton,  baronet,  and 
mother  of  lord  Grey  de  Wilton. 

At  Logicalmond-houfe,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  lady  Catherine  Drummond. 

At  his  feat  at  Shavington,  in  the 
county  of  Salop,  John  Needham, 
tenth  vifeount  Kilmory. 

June.  At  Tenby,  in  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  after  a  long  illnefs,  John 
Knox,  efquire,  of  Waringsford,  in 
the  county  of  Down,  in  Ireland, 
onlv  brother  of  lord  Welles. 

ti 


Selina  countefs  dowager  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon. 

Lately,  at  Y everdain,  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  lieutenant-general  Sir  Frede¬ 
rick  Elaldimand,  K.  B.  colonel  of  a 
battalion  of  the  60th,  or  royal  Ame¬ 
rican  regiment,  and  late  governor  of 
the  province  of  Canada. 

At  his  lodgings  in  Hampftead,  fir 
David  Murray,  baronet. 

At  Hallow-park,  in  the  county  of 
Worcefter,  in  an  advanced  age,  lady 
Mary  Douglas,  baronefs  Morning- 
ton,  wife  of  William  Weaver,  ef¬ 
quire,  and  daughter  of  George  fourth 
lord  Mornington. 

At  Stubbs,  in  Scotland,  fir  Fran¬ 
cis  Elliot,  baronet. 

After  a  very  fhort  illnefs,  fir  Lio¬ 
nel  Lyde,  baronet,  of  Bedford- 
fquare,  and  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence3 
Herts. 

Lady  Anne  Hamilton,  relhft  oi 
lord  Anne  Hamilton,  fon  of  James 
fourth  duke  of  Hamilton. 

Anne  countefs  dowager  of  Heber- 
deen. 

At  Pangbourn,  fir  Edward  Manly 
Pryce,  baronet. 

July.  At  Rameceau,  near  Calais 
after  a  tedious  illnefs,  the  lady  offfi 
Thomas  Champneys,  baronet,  0: 
Orchardleg-houfe,  in  the  county  0: 
Somerlet. 

At  his  father’s  feat,  in  Scotland 
lord  Downe,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  0 
the  earl  of  Moray. 

At  Antrim-houfe,  in  Merrion 
fquare,  Dublin,  the  moft  noble  Ran 
dall-William  McDonnell,  marquis 
earl,  and  baron  Antrim,  vilcoun 
Dunluce,  one  of  his  majefty’s  mof 
honourable  privy  council,  governo 
of  the  county  of  Antrim,  knight  0 
the  bath,  a  baronet,  and  grand-maf 
ter  of  antient  mafons  in  England 
He  was  born  November  4,  1749 

iucceede 


CHRONICLE.  *67 


fucceeded  his  father,  October  13, 
1775;  married,  July  3,  1774,  Le- 
titia  Trevor,  daughter  of  Harvey 
lord  vifcount  Mountmorres,  relid 
of  the  honourable  Arthur  Trevor, 
fori  of  Arthur  lord  vifcount  Dun¬ 
gannon  :  by  whom  he  has  left  ifTue 
Anne-Catherine,  and  Letitia-Mary, 
both  born  Auguft:  11,  1778,  on  whom 
the  earldom  and  vifcounty  are  en¬ 
tailed  by  patent.  May  2,  1 785.  His 
lordlhip  was  created  a  marquis  in 
Auguft,  1789. 

In  Dsrbylhire,  in  his  43d  year,  fir 
William  Fitzherbert,  of  Tifiington- 
hall,  in  that  county,  baronet,  one  of 
his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
the  faid  county,  and  recorder  of  the 
borough  of  Derby;  in  which  office 
he  is  fucceeded  by  John  Balguy,  ef- 
quire,  ofDuffield.  He  was  theeldeft 
brother  of  lord  St.  Helens,  ambaf- 
fador  at  Madrid,  and  married  a 
daughter  of  baron  Perryn. 

At  Hamburgh,  after  a  few  days 
illnefs,  in  her  69th  year,  her  ferene 
highnefs  the  duchefs-do wager  of 
Mecklenbourg  Schwerin. 

Auguft.  At  Valenciennes,  John 
Byron,  efquire,  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
honourable  admiral  Byron,  born  Fe¬ 
bruary  7,  1756.  He  married  lady 
Conyers,  after  her  divorce  from  the 
prefent  duke  of  Leeds,  1779. 

At  his  houfe  in  S’oane-ftreet, 
Benjamin  Jennings,  efquire,  huf- 
band  to  the  vifcountefs  dowager 
Dudley  and  Ward. 

At  his  feat  at  Dean*s-court,  Wim- 
borne,  aged  28,  fir  William-Thomas 
Hanham,  baronet.  The  title  and  ef- 
tate  devolve  to  his  uncle,  the  reverend 
lames  Hanham,  of  the  Ciofe,  Salif- 
bury,  re£tor  of  Whitethorn- Zelfton, 
Dorfet. 

At  Great-Marlow,  in  Ireland,  the 
ight  honourable  dowager  baronefs 
Maffcy. 


At  Wanftead,  Efiex,  Mrs.  Thur- 
low,  widow  of  the  late  biffiop  of 
Durham. 

In  ICennington-lane,  Vauxhall,  the 
honourable  Ilabella  Scott,  widow  of 
the  honourable  J  ohn  Scott,  only  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Deloraine. 

Sir  Francis  Vincent,  baronet,  re- 
fident  for  the  court  of  London  at 
Venice. 

September.  Sir  Brook  Brydges, 
baronet. 

Sir  George  Cayley,  baronet. 

Humphry  Stevens,  efquire,  ma¬ 
jor-general  in  the  army,  and  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
foot-guards. 

Catharine  marchionefs  of  Aber- 
corn,  at  Bentley  Priory,  Stanmore. 
She  was  daughterof  fir  Jofeph  Cop¬ 
ley. 

At  Woodbury-hill,  near  Gamlin- 
gay,  in  Cambridgefhire,  the  honour¬ 
able  George  Lane  Parker,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  lieute¬ 
nant-general  in  the  army,,  and  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  1 2th  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goons. 

At  Dunfany-caftle,  in  Ireland,  the 
lady  of  lord  Dunfany. 

Sir  Francis  Gerrard,  baronet. 

The  right  honourable  lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hay,  fifter  to  the  late  and  aunl 
to  the  prefent  earl  of  Kinnoul. 

At  his  feat  of  Gnoll-caftle,  in  Gk~ 
mcrganffiire,  fir  Herbert  Mack- 
worth,  baronet,  F.  R.  S.  one  of  the 
vice-prefidents  of  the  marine  fo- 
ciety,  colonel  of  the  Glamorgan- 
fhire  militia,  and  member  in  the 
laft  parliament  for  Cardiff,  as  was 
his  father  (who  died  Auguft  20, 
1765)  in  1739.  vvas  created 
a  baronet  Auguft  24,  1 776. 

October.  At  Tormantine- houfe, 
in  Scotland,  lord  Haddo.  The  un~ 
fortunate  accident  which  occafioned 
his  death  is  very  fingular.  After 
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handing  lady  Haddo  and  her  lifter 
into  her  poft-chaife,  to  go  to  attend 
the  Aberdeen  races,  which  com¬ 
menced  next  day,  his  lordfhip  had 
juft  mounted  his  horfe,  and  in  lean¬ 
ing  forward,  the  animal  ftruck  him 
a  violent  blow  with  his  head  on  the 
cheft,  which  dunned  him  fo  much 
that  he  fell.  His  groom  immediately 
ran  to  his  aftiftance,  and  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  he  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to 
be  able  again  to  mount  his  horfe 
with  apparent  eafe ;  but  before  he 
had  proceeded  a  few  yards,  the  fer- 
vant  perceived  him  to  be  feized  with 
a  iudden  gkidineis,  and  he  fell  to  the 
ground  motionlefs.  The  burfting  of 
a  blood -vefiel  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  immediate  caufe  of  his 
death. 

At  Niagara,  in  Canada,  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Erfkine,  baronet,  of  Cambo. 

At  Dunlop,  in  Scotland,  the  dow¬ 
ager  lady  Wallace,  relief  of  dr  Tho¬ 
mas  Wallace,  baronet. 

At  his  houie  in  Great  Queen- 
ftreet,  Weftminller,  in  his  Soth  year, 
lieutenant-general  John  M‘Kenzie, 
colonel- commandant  and  adjutant- 
general  of  the  marine  forces.  He 
commanded  the  marines  at  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Belleifte,  in  1761,  where  that 
corps  gained  immortal  honour  by 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
The  general  (then  a  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel)  was  feverely  wounded  there. 

At  her  houie  in  town,  by  an  apo¬ 
plectic  fit,  the  doWager-countefs  of 
Glafgow.  Her  iadyfhip  was  the 
daughter  of  George  lord  Rofs,  and 
was  married  to  the  late  earl  in 
1775- 

At  Chelfea-  college,  Elizabeth 
countefs  -  dowager  of  Effingham, 
daughter  of  Peter  Beckford,  efqaire, 
©f  Jamaica.  She  married,  1.  Tho¬ 
mas  fecond  earl  of  Effingham ;  and 


after  his  death,  1763,  z.  Sir  George 
Howard,  K.  B.  She  was  one  of  the 
ladies  of  the  bed-chamber  to  her 
majefty. 

At  his  feat  at  Firle,  near  Lewes* 
in  SufTex,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illnefs,  the  right  honourableWilliam 
Hall  Gage,  vifeount  Gage  of  Caf- 
tle-iftand  in  Ireland,  and  baron 
Gage  of  Firle  in  England;  pay- 
mailer,  1780,  of  his  majefty ’s  pen- 
fions,  and  F,R.S.  K.B.  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  the  cinque- 
ports  of  Seaford,  1744  and  1754. 
His  lordfnip  married,  February  37 
1757,  Mifs  Gideon,  daughter  of  the 
late  Sampfon  Gideon,  elquire,  and 
filler  of  the  prefent  lord  Eardley. 
who  died  in  1783,  and  by  whom  he 
had  no  iffuc. 

At  Sunniftde,  in  Scotland,  rear- 
admiral  Inglis. 

At  Edinburgh,  fir  Robert  Dah 
zell,  baronet,  of  Bruns. 

On  board  his  majefty’s  fihip 
Diana,  in  her  pafiage 'Shorn  Jamaica 
to  New- York,  whither  her  ladyffiij 
was  going  for  the  recovery  ofhei 
health,  Catherine  countefs  of  Ef¬ 
fingham,  wife  of  the  earl  of  Effing¬ 
ham,  governor  of  Jamaica,  to  whon 
fhewas  married  in  Odlober,  1765 
She  was  daughter  of  Metcalfe  Proc 
ter,  efquire,  of  Thorpe,  near  Wake 
field,  in  the  county  of  York,  by  hi 
fir  It  wife,  Martha,  lifter  _  of  the  lat 
John  Difney,  efquire,  of  Lincoln 
and  was  bom  September  17,  174^ 
Previous  to  her  ladyfnip’s  death,  fti 
exp  relied  a  wilh,  that  when  dea< 
her  body  might  be  opened,  whic 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  live 
found  clofely  adhered  to  the  righ 
fide ;  in  which  fituation  it  anpeare 
to  have  been  fome  time. 

At  his  houfe  at  Snare fbrook,  Ep 
ping-foreft,  rear-admiral  John  Hai 
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rifon,  who  was  firil  captain  under  fir 
George  Pococke,  in  all  the  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  French  admiralMon- 
fieurd’ Ache,  and  at  the  taking  of  the 
Havannah. 

At  the  Hoo,  near  Weknym,  Herts, 
lady  Georgiana  Beauclerk,  daughter 
of  the  duke  of  St.  Albans. 

The  honourable  Thomas  Henry 
Coventry,  youngeft  ion  of  lord 
DeerhurlL 

At  Chefter-le-Hreet,  hr  Blackmon 
Conyers,  baronet,  late  colie&or  of 
the  cuftoms  at  the  port  of  Newcaf- 
tle,  and  captain  in  the  marines, 
1757.  He  was  of  a  very  antient  fa¬ 
mily,  feated  at  Houghton  Comeis, 
and  Sockburn,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  foon  after  the  conqueft. 
John  was  firft  created  a  baronet  by 
■Charles  I. ;  and  from  him  was  line- 
ally  defc ended  the  late  baronet,  whofe 
father,  fir  Ralph,  married  jane,  only 
daughter  of  Ralph  Blackflon,  ef- 
quire. 

In  Switzerland,  the  right  honour¬ 
able  William  lord  Craven,  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  county  of  Berks. 

At  Donnybrook,  near  Dublin, 
the  right  honourable  William  lord 
Chetwynd. 

At  his  houfe  of  Barras,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  fir  William  Ogilvie,  baronet. 

November.  Bamber  Gafcoigne, 
efquire,  receiver-general  of  the  cuf- 
toms. 

On  her  journey  to  Southampton, 
from  which  place  file  was  to  embark 
for  the  fouth  of  France,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  ^er  health,  Mifs  Percy, 
daughter  of  the  late  duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  and  balf-fifler  to  the 
prefent  duke,  and  to  the  earl  of  Be¬ 
verley. 

At  his  houfe  in  Lower  GrofvenOr- 
ftreet,  lieutenant-general  Francis 
Smith,  colonel  of  the  1  ith  regiment 
>f  foot. 
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At  her  houfe  in  Epping-foreft, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  relict  of  the  late  rear- 
admiral  Harrifon. 

At  his  houfe  in  Queen- Anne-ffreet, 
Wefiminftcr,  fir  ri  homas  Rumboid, 
baronet. 

Mifs  Jenkinfon,  filler  to  lord 
Hawkefbury. 

At  Albyns,  EfTex,  the  lady  of 
lieutenant-general  fir  Robert  Boyd, 
K.  B.  governor  of  Gibraltar. 

Sir  William  Fagg,  baronet. 

At  Jamaica,  Thomas  Howard, 
earl  of  Effingham,  lord  Howard, 
governor-general  of  that  ifland,  and 
a  colonel  in  the  army.  He  had  been 
for  fome  time  in  a  dangerous  flate 
of  health;  and  it  was  partly  in  the 
hope  of  amendment  from  the  cli¬ 
mate,  that  he  folicited  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  government  of  Ja¬ 
maica, 

At  his  feat  pt  Aldenham,  near 
Bridgnorth,  in  the  county  of  Salop, 
in  his  80th  year,  fir  Richard  A£lon, 
baronet,  fourth  baronet  of  the  fami¬ 
ly.  He  was  fiicriff  of  Salop,  in  1751, 
and  married,  1 744,  lady  Anne  Grey, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Stamford. 

The  right  honourable  lord  Chet- 
wvnd. 

J  ■ 

In  Clarges-fireet,  the  lady  of  fir 
William  Wake,  baronet,  after  being 
fafely  delivered  of  a  fon  and  heir  the 
preceding  day.  Her  death  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  an  incurable  diforder  in 
her  flomach,  fuppofed  of  long  dura¬ 
tion. 

The  reverend  John  Shjrley  Fer- 
mor,  brother-in-law  to  lord  vifeount 
Conyngham. 

At  his  feat  at  Hoadefdon,  Herts, 
fir  John  Baptifl  Hicks,  baronet,  of 
Beverilon,  in  the  county  of  Glou- 
ceffer.  Pie  is  fucceeded  in  title 
by  Howe  Hicks,  efquire,  of  Whit- 
combe-park,  in  the  county  of  Gicu- 
celler. 
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At  Bath,  fir  Henry  George  Ra- 
venfworth  Liddell,  of  Durham,  ba¬ 
ronet. 

William  Dutton  Napper,  efquire, 
brother  to  the  right  honourable  lord 
Shireborn. 

December.  At  Grantham, in  Lin¬ 
coln  (hire,  in  his  70th  year,  Francis 
Cockayne  Cult,  efquire,  member  of 
parliament. 

Aged  86,  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan, 
efquire,  of  Corfygedhl,  member  of 
parliament  in  the  two  laft  and  pre- 
fent  ieflions  for  Merionethlhire, 
Isforth  Wales. 

Of  a  long  illnefs,  George  third 
earl  of  Orford,  vifcount  and  baron 
Walpole,  baron  of  Houghton,  and 
(from  the  death  of  his  mother  in 
1781)  baron  Clinton  and  Say.  He 
was  grandfon  of  the  firft  earl  of  Or¬ 
ford,  prime-mihifter  of  George  II. 
and  was  born  April  I,  1730 ;  and  in 
the  late  reign  enjoyed  the  places  of 
lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  of 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  of 
the  county  and  city  of  Norwich ; 
in  all  which  he  was  continued  by 
his  prefent  majefty,  who  appointed 
him  alfo,  1763,  ranger  and  keeper  of 
St.  James’s  and  Hyde-parks.  He 
was  alfo  ft e ward  of  the  corporation 
of  Yarmouth. 

At  Buckland,  Berks,  in  his  90th 
year,  fir  Robert  Throckmorton,  ba¬ 
ronet. 

At  his  feat  at  Winterdyne,  in 
Worcefterfhire,  fir  Edward  Win- 
nington,  baronet. 

Sir  George  Richardfon,  baronet, 
of  Abingdon-ftreet,  Weftminfter. 

In  her  88th  year,  honourable  Mrs. 
Martin,  filter  to  the  right  honoura¬ 
ble  lord  Fairfax. 

At  Summer-hill,  in  the  county  of 
Meath,  in  Ireland  (the  feat  of  her 
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hulband),  the  right  honourable  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Ormfby  Rowley,  vifcountefs 
Langford,  of  Langford-lodge,  and 
baronefs  of  Summer-hill,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Meath.  Her  ladyfttip  married, 
on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  1732,  Her¬ 
cules  Langford  Rowley,  efquire,  by 
whom  (he  had  ifliie  three  fons  and 
four  daughters;  viz.  Hercules, mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Antrim ;  Clotworthy  and  Arthur, 
both  deceafed  ;  Jane,  married  to 
Thomas  earl  ofBeftive;  Catherine, 
to  Edward* Michael  lord  Longford; 
Elizabeth,  and  Maria.  She  was 
raifed  to  the  peerage  of  Ireland  in 
1 776,  by  the  titles  of  vifcountefs 
Langford,  and  baronefs  of  Sum¬ 
mer-hill,  with  limitations  of  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  vifcount  and  baron  to  her 
heirs-male  by  the  right  honourable 
Hercules  Langford  Rowley ;  and 
(he  is  fucceeded  in  thefe  honours  by 
her  eldeft  and  only  furviving  fon, 
Hercules,  born  in  Oftober,  1737, 
and  who  is  yet  unmarried.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Clotworthy  Upton, 
efquire,  member  of  parliament  for 
Newtown,  1695,  and  for  the  county 
of  Antrim,  from  1703  to  his  death, 
1725,  by  Jane,  daughter  of  John 
Ormlby,  efquire. 

At  Fern-hill,  Windfor-foreft,  in 
her  63d  year,  lady  Mary  Knollys, 
relift  of  fir  Francis  Knollys,  baro¬ 
net,  and  daughter  of  fir  Robert  Ken¬ 
dall  Cater,  of  Kempfton,  in  the 
county  of  Bedford.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1756. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  right  honour¬ 
able  lady  Mary  Campbell,  relift  oi 
Dougal  Campbell,  efquire,  of  Glen- 
faddie. 

At  his  feat  at  Craigie-hall,  Scot¬ 
land,  in  his  8 2d  year,  the  honour- 
able  Charles  Hope  Weir.  He  waif 
the  fecond  fon  of  Charles  the  firn 
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earl  of  Hopetoun,  who  was  fo  created 
in  1703,  and  uncle  of  the  prefent 
earl.  The  name  of  Weir  he  took  in 
addition  to  that  of  his  family,  in 
confequence  of  his  marriage  with  the 
heir  of  fir  William  Weir,  of  Black¬ 
wood,  baronet,  by  whom  he  had  two 
Tons  and  a  daughter. — From  his  fe- 
cond  lady,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
the  late  and  filler  of  the  prefent  earl 
of  Darlington,  he  was  divorced ;  and 
her  fecond  hulband  was  the  honour¬ 
able  brigadier-general  George  Mon- 
fon,  who  died  in  1777*  in  the  Eall 
Indies,  one  year  after  lady  Anne. 
Two  fons  remained  to  Mr.  Weir 
from  this  match. — His  third  lady, 
who  brought  him  one  fon  and  three 
daughters,  was  Mifs  N.  Duncar, 
who  furvives  him. 

In  his  fifth  year,  the  honourable 
Charles  Yorke,  fecond  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Hardwicke. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Ma- 

jejiy  in  Qouncilyfor  the  Tear  1791. 

Berkshire.  Timothy  Hare  Earl,  of 
Swallowfield-place,  efquire. 

Bedfordjhire .  F.  Pym,  of  Hafell- 
hall,  efquire. 

Bucks.  Sir  Robert  Batefon  Har¬ 
vey,  of  Langley-park,  baronet. 

Cumberland ,  Edmund  Lamplugh 
Irton,  of  Irton,  efquire. 

Chejhire.  Charles  Watkin  John 
Shakerley,  of  Somerford,  efquire. 

^Cambridge  and  Huntingdon ,  Geo. 
Thornhill,  of  Diddington,  efquire. 

Devonjbire ,  Walter  Palk,  of  Mar- 
leigh,  efquire. 

Dorfetjhire .  John  Calcraft,  of 
Rempfton,  efquire. 

Derbyjhire ,  John  Broadhurll,  of 
Follon,  efquire. 

EJex.  Donald  Cameron,  of  G  reat- 
llford,  efq  uire. 
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Glouceferjhire.  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  of  Williamftrip,  efquire. 

Hertfordjbire.  Mathew  Raper,  of 
Alhlyns-hall,  efquire. 

Herefordjhire.  Thomas  Stallard 
Pennoyre,  d»f  the  Moor,  efquire. 

Kent.  James  Drake  Brockman, 
of  Beechborough,  efquire. 

Leicejlerjhire.  John  Frewen,  of 
Cold  Overton,  efquire. 

Lincolnjlnrs .  Robert  Mitchell Ro- 
binfon,  of  Hanthorpe,  efquire. 

Monmouthjhire .  William  Harrifon, 
of  Ragland,  efquire. 

Northumberland .  J.  Wood,ofBead- 
nell,  efquire. 

Northampton/hire.  Sir  William 
Wake,  of  Courteenhall,  baronet. 

Norfolk .  Sir  John  Fenn,  of  Eall 
Dereham,  Kent. 

Nottinghamjhire .  George  deLigne 
Gregory,  of  Lenton,  efquire. 

Oxfordjhire .  J .  P.  Auriol,  of  Wood- 
cot,  efquire, 

Rutlandjhire .  Thomas  Woods,  the 
younger,  of  Brook,  efquire. 

Shropjhire.  Thomas  Pardoe,  of 
Fairtree,  efquire. 

Somerfetjhire.  Abraham  Elton,  of 
Whitellanton,  efquire. 

Stajfordjhire.  Moreton  Walhoufe, 
of  Hatherton,  efquire. 

Suffolk.  Sir  William  Rowley,  of 
Stoke,  baronet. 

County  of  Southampton.  Charles 
Poole,  of  Woolverton,  efquire. 

Surry.  Henry  Bine, of  Cadhalton, 
efquire. 

Suffex.  John  Drew, of  Chichefler, 
efquire. 

War^wickjhire.  Charles  Palmer,  of 
Ladbrooke,  efquire. 

Worcejlerjhire.  Henry  Wakeman, 
of  Clalmes,  efquire. 

Wiltjhire .  John  Awdry,  of  Norton, 
efquire. 

Torkjhire.  Sir  George  Armytage, 
of  Kirklees,  baronet. 

* F 4  SOUTH 
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SOUTH  WALES. 

Carmarthen.  George  Griffith  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Llywynywermodd,  efquire. 

Pembroke.  William  Wheeler  Bow¬ 
en,  of  Lampflon,  efquire. 

Cardigan.  David  Hughes,  ofVey- 
nog,  efquire. 

Glamorgan.  John  Richards,  of 
Cardiff,  efquire. 

Brecon,  Walter  Jeffreys,  of  Bre¬ 
con,  efquire. 

Radnor.  Thomas  Jones,  of  Pen- 
kerigg,  efquire. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefea .  Herbert  Jones,  of  Llyn- 
non,  efquire. 


Carnarnjonfhire.  Thomas  Lloyd, 
of  Hendre  Fenws,  efquire. 

Merioneth.  Griffith  Roberts,  of 
Bodynllyn,  efquire. 

Montgomery.  JohnMoxon,ofVay- 
nor,  efquire. 

Denbighjhire.  John  Jones,  of 
Cefncoch,  efquire. 

Flint.  G.  L.  Wardle,  of  Harts- 
heath,  efquire. 


SHERIFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in 
Council ,  for  the  Tear  1791. 

County  of  Cornwall.  Sir  William 
Molefworth,  of  Pencarrow,  baro¬ 
net. 
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SUCCESSES  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMS 
IN  THE  EAST  INDIES. 

Account  of  the  Capture  of  Cannanore 
and  Turuckabad,  nfith  fe-veral 
forts  on  the  Malabar  Coaft. 

Camp  near  Cannandrey 

January  g,  1791. 

To  Stephen  Lujhingtc-r. ,  Efq.  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of 
Dire  dors  for  tranfading  all  Affairs 
of  the  United  Englijh  Eajl  India 
Company. 

Sir, 

THE  Prlncefs  Royal,  which 
arrived  at  Tellicherry  the 
7th  inftant,  in  her  way  to  England, 
having  left  Bombay  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Drake  fnow,  which 
carried  the  account  of  the  capture 
of  Cannanore,  I  now  do  myfeif  the 
pleafure  to  fend  you,  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  honourable  the  feleCt 
committee,  a  detail  of  every  mate¬ 
rial  circumftance  which  has  taken 
place,  from  my  firft  determination 
of  coming  to  Tellicherry  to  the 
prefent  time,  which  I  flatter  myfeif 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
honourable  company. 

The  effential  affiftance  given  the 
Pravancore  Raja,  by  a  detachment 
mder  Lieut.  Colonel  Hartley,  has 
ong  flnee  been  known  in  England. 


It  was  my  intention,  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  would  admit,  to  aflemble  the 
force  of  this  prefidency,  to  emanci¬ 
pate  the  Malabar  princes,  with 
whom  alliances  had  been  concluded, 
and  afterwards  to  co-operate  with 
General  Medows.  His  fuccefsful 
advance  through  the  Coimbatore, 
and  the  fanguine  expectations  uni- 
verfally  held  of  a  fpeedy  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war,  induced  his  lordlhip 
to  confider  any  afliiiance  as  unne¬ 
cessary;  to  place  the  troops  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hartley,  and 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Medows’s  orders;  and  to  con¬ 
fine  my  attention  to  granting  the 
Marattas  whatever  force  they  might 
require.  A  detachment  of  artillery, 
and  two  battalions  of  native  troops, 
were  lent  them  before  the  rains. 
This  corps  has  fmee  been  augment¬ 
ed  with  a  battalion  of  European 
infantry,  and  another  of  fepoys, 
under  Colonel  Frederick’s  command. 
By  the  lateft  accounts  from  Bom¬ 
bay,  the  reinforcement  was  expect¬ 
ed  to  join  the  Maratta  army  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  fiege  of  Darwar. 

Agreeably  to  the  fyftem  adopted 
by  his  Lordfhip  and  General  Me¬ 
dows,  Lieut.  Colonel  Hartley,  as 
foon  as  the  feafon  admitted,  march¬ 
ed  to  Palicautcherry,  and  opened 
the  communication  from  this  coaft 
with  the  Madras  army,  at  that  time 
itationed  in  the  Coimbatore.  Sup¬ 
plies 
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plies  of  military  (lores  were  fent 
them  from  Bombay  ;  but  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  traniporting  tnem  by 
land  pointed  out  the.  neceffity  of 
opening  the  Paniani  river.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy’s  advance 
Into  Coimbatore,  and  the  retreat 
of  Lieut.  Colonel  Floyd  from  Salli- 
mungulum,  prevented  General  Me- 
dows  from  afcending  the  Ghauts, 
and  obliged  him  to  detain  Lieut. 
Colonel  Hartley,  with  his  detach¬ 
ment,  at  Palicautoherry,  to  form 
magazines  of  grain. 

From  this  change  in  the  move¬ 
ments  originally  intended,  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  convinced,  that  a  diverflon 
on  the  Malabar  coart  might  be  at¬ 
tended  with  beneficial  coniequences. 
As  foon  as  I  was  acquainted  with  his 
wilhes  that  I  would  in  perfon  pro¬ 
ceed  hither,  I  refolved,  with  the 
little  force  that  could  be  wared  from 
Bombay,  to  embark  for  1  ellicherry, 
and  on  the  fpot  determine,  if  an 
attempt  could  be  made  with  pro¬ 
priety  to  clear  the  country  of  a 
force  llationed  by  Tippoo  to  awe 
the  garrifon  of  Tellicherry,  and 
curb  the  Nairs,  who  were  univer- 
fall  difpofed  to  join  us. 

On  my  arrival,  the  5  th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  I  was  informed,  that  the  force 
to  the  fouthward  of  Tellicherry  had 
affembled,  and  had  marched  towards 
JLieut.  Colonel  Hartley,  at  that 
time  ordered  to  Paniani,  to  keep 
the  communication  open.  Much  as 
I  wilhed  to  affift  him  in  a  meafure 
fo  important  in  its  confequences,  I 
found  it  imprafticable  to  take  a 
corps  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  un- 
lefs  Cannanore  was  firft  reduced. 
The  government  of  that  diftri&had, 
during  the  rains,  made  a  treaty 
with  the  chief  of  Tellicherry ;  had 
evaded  a  compliance  with  the  ar- 
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tides ;  had  invited  a  force  llationed 
by  Tippoo  in  the  Cherical  country, 
and  which  had  retired  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  campaign,  to  return  to 
their  defence;  and  had  at  length 
openly  avowed  their  hollile  inten¬ 
tions. 

On  the  10th,  the  force  that  could 
be  fpared  for  the  purpofe,  encamped 
on  the  heights  of  Egar.  It  conflfted 
of  his  Majefty’s  77th  regiment, 
feven  companies  of  the  ill  Bombay 
regiment,  the  2d,  3d,  10th,  and  12th 
battalions  of  native  infantry,  the 
flank  companies  of  the  6th,  and  two 
companies  of  artillery,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  3000  difeiplined  men. 
On  the  1 2th  and  13th  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Rajas  joined,  with  about  ' 
2000  irregular  Nairs. 

The  1 4-th  the  line  moved  towards 
the  enemy.  They  were  ftrongly 
polled  on  heights  to  the  fouthward 
and  eaftwardof  Cannanore,  defend-  , 
ed  by  a  chain  of  Hone  redoubts,, 
with  cannon  in  them.  On  viewing 
their  pofition,  I  determined  to  gain; 
poflelfion  of  Avery  redoubt  in  the 
centre  of  their  ports,  which  would 
enable  me  to  attack  either  of  their 
wings  with  the  greateft  part  of  my 
force.  Notvvithilanding  much  re- 
fiftance  during  the  day,  I  took  port 
fulliciently  near  to  ereft  a  battery, 
which  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
15  th  demolirtied  the  defences,  and 
obliged  them  to  evacuate  the  placet 
At  the  fame  time  the  left  brigade 
advanced  in  line,  and  attacked  the 
height  of  Carley.  The  refiftance 
was  trifling,  confidering  the  ftrength 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  a  brigade 
of  the  enemy’s  troops.  They  re¬ 
treated  under  the  guns  of  Carley  re¬ 
doubt,  and  through  the  town  of  Can-; 
nanore.  In  the  night  of  the  15  th  a 
battery  was  raifed  againft  Carley,; 
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which  furrendered  at  day-break 
next  morning. 

By  thefe  operations  I  was  in 
poffeflion  of  the  heights  and  works 
to  the  fouthward,  and  by  a  fmall 
movement  to  my  right,  could 
completely  prevent  the  enemy’s  re¬ 
treat.  Convinced  of  the  danger  of 
their  fituation,  they  offered  to  capi¬ 
tulate.  The  articles  were  agreed 
©n  in  the  evening,  and  hollages 
came  into  my  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the 
Cannanore  troops,  amounting  to  800 
men,  retired  within  the  town,  and 
Tippoo’s  forces  paraded  in  front  of 
their  encampment,  and,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  that  had  been  granted, 
furrendered  their  arms  and  all  Cir- 
car  property,  and  engaged  not  to 
ferve  during  the  war.  They  con- 
lifted  of  zoo  horfe,  a  corps  of  gre¬ 
nadiers,  two  brigades  of  regular  in¬ 
fantry,  and  rocket-boys,  irregulars. 
See.  amounting  to  upwards  of  5000 
men.  The  fort  of  Cannanore  was 
fummoned  immediately  afterwards, 
and  furrendered  without  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  fort. of  Biliapatam,  the  capital 
of  the  Cherukal  Raja,  fituated  on 
the  South  bank  of  the  river,  and 
Nurrcarow  on  the  North,  aifo  fur¬ 
rendered  in  the  evening,  and  the 
garrifon  received  the  fame  terms 
.with  the  reft:  of  Tippoo’s  troops. 
*They  have  fince  been  all  fent  under 
an  elcort  to  the  Canara  country. 

By  thefe  fucceffes  we  have  taken 
thirty-four  Hand  of  colours,  68 
pieces  of  cannon,  a  quantity  of 
ammunition,  military  ftores  and 
grain,  and  near  5000  ftand  of  arms. 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  a  re¬ 
turn  of  them,  and  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  detachment,  which 
I  am  happy  to  obferve,  is  much  more 
trifling  than  could  have  been  expect¬ 


ed.  I  have  alfo  great  pleafure  in 
affuring  you,  I  have  every  reafon  to 
be  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  gal¬ 
lantry  and  difeipline  of  the  troops, 
whofe  behaviour  equalled  my  mod 
fanguine  expectations. 

I  vvas  now  at  liberty  to  have  affift- 
ed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hartley ;  but 
his  little  detachment  had  complete- 
ly  defeated  and  difperfed  the  corps 
oppofed  to  them,  and  were  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Turuckabad,  the  capita! 
of  this  coaft.  It  confifted  of  his 
Majefty’s  75th  regiment,  the  gre¬ 
nadier  native  battalion,  and  feven 
companies  of  the  7th  battalion, 
amounting  to  about  1600  men,  with 
10  pieces  of  cannon,  500  Travan- 
core  horfe,  a  battalion  of  Travarxorc 
Sepoys,  and  a  body  of  irregular 
Nairs.  The  enemy’s  force  was 
about  10,000  men,  pofted  at  Vent- 
zetty  Cottah,  whither  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hartley  marched  on  the  6th 
of  December.  They  retreated  on 
his  approach  the  7th,  and  the  fort 
furrendered  on  the  8th  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  They  were  found  pofted  in  a 
wood  in  the  front  of  th*  village  of 
Tervanangurry.  The  detachment 
forced  them  from  thence,  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  village,  as  well  as  the 
grounds  on  both  fides  of  it,  which 
were  woody,  and  interfeCled  with 
hedges  and  mud  banks.  The 
enemy  retreated,  after  difputing  the 
ground;  and  formed  in  front,  and 
on  the  flanks  of  the  fort  of  Trinca- 
lore,  the  efplanade  of  which  extends 
to  the  village;  but  our  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  with  vivacity  and  fpirit, 
purfued  them  into  the  covert-way, 
where  many  of  them  were  killed! 
obliged  the  fort  to  furrender,  and 
totally  difperfed  them.  Upwards 
of  800  were  taken  in  the  fort,  and 
numbers  were  killed  in  the  different 
attacks. 
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Mootaub  Khan,  who  commanded 
them,  retreated  to  Turuckabad,  and 
the  next  day  he  left  it,  with  about 
2000  men,  and  a  confiderable  fum  in. 
fpecie,  and  fled  to  the  Ghauts. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hartley  ad¬ 
vanced  to  that  place  on  the  loth, 
when  1500  men,  the  remains  of 
their  army,  laid  down  their  arms. 
A  confiderable  quantity  of  military 
and  other  llores  were  captured,  and, 
in  particular,  the  guns  taken  from 
the  Travancore  lines. 

The  polls  of  Barragurry  and 
Cootahpore,  in  the  Cartanad  coun¬ 
try,  Hill  remained  in  polTeffion  of 
Tippoo’s  troops.  A  detachment 
from  hence  marched  againlr  them 
the  27th  of  December,  and  returned 
on  the  5  th  inftant  with  400  prifon- 
ers,  which  they  had  taken  without 
any  lofs.  The  pods  furrendered, 
after  a  little  oppofition,  on  nearly 
the  fame  terms  as  Cannanore. 

The  obje.61  that  induced  me  to 
vifit  the  coaft,  being  completed,  and 
the  ancient  Nair  princes  in  polfef- 
fion  of  their  diftridts,  from  Biliapa- 
tam  river  40  Cape  Comorin,  no¬ 
thing  remains  to  be  done  with  the 
little  force  under  my  command. 
Having  reafon,  however,  to  imagine 
his  Lordfhip  wilhes  to  unite  the 
detachments,  and  being  perfuaded 
they  may  be  of  ed'ential  confequence 
to  his  future  operations,  I  have  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  and  wait  his 
orders. 

I  am  pleafed  at  an  opportunity 
of  alluring  you,  that  Captain  Byron, 
of  his  Majedy’s  fhip  Phqenix,  has 
been  of  ed'ential  fervice,  not  only 
by  a  weli-diredted  lire  from  his  fhip, 
but  in  his  exertions  in  forwarding 
the  public  dores,  and  in  landing, 
with  two  eighteen-pounders,  his 
marines  and  a  part  of  his  crew,  to 
a  did  us  in  the  reduction  of  Carley 
and  Barragurry. 


By  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Hartley,  received  ftnce  writing 
the  above,  dated  Turuckabad,  the 
6th  indant — he  advifes  me,  that  he 
had  received  orders  frdm  General 
Medows  to  deliver  over  charge  of 
Palicautcherrv  to  Major  Cuppage, 
who  was  coming  from  Coimbatore 
with  two  regiments  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  that  he  and  his-  detach¬ 
ment  were  then  to  confider  them- 
felves  as  under  my  orders. 

Enclofed  you  will  pleafe  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  general  return  of  the  troops 
encamped  at  this  place;  and  I  have 
the  honour  to  remain. 

Sir,  &c. 

Robert  Abercromby. 

General  return  of  the  troops  enr 
camped-  near  Cannanore,  under 
the  command  of  Major  General 
Abercromby,  Jan.  8,  1791. 

Total  for  duty,  4,603.  Total 
Sick  and  wounded,  396. 

Rob.  Abercromby. 

General  return  of  ordnance  dores, 
&c.  taken  in  Cannanore  Fort  and 
other  fubordinates.  Camp  near 
Cannanore,  Dec.  26,  1790. 

Guns. — Total,  1  thirty-two  poun¬ 
der,  7  twelve  ditto,  7  nine  ditto,  9 
eight  ditto,  23  fix  ditto,  8  four  ditto*. 

2  two  ditto,  1 1  fwivels. 
Carriages.-!— Total,  1  thirty-two 

pounder,  7  twelve  ditto,  7  nine  dit¬ 
to,  9  eight  ditto,  23  fix  ditto,  8  four 
ditto,  2  two  ditto. 

Shot. — -Total,  1  thirty-two  poun¬ 
der,  38  twenty-four  ditto,  459 
eighteen  ditto,  97 3  twelve  ditto,  282 
nine  ditto,  079  fix  ditto,  93  four 
ditto,  1016  different  fizes. 

Powder. — Total,  312  cartridges, 

3  9chefts,  19  jars. 

Stores.— Total,  61  handfpikes, 
x  45 
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45  Tpunges,  25  ladles  and  worms,  i 
limber,  4  Unlocks,  104  quoins. 

R.  jOnes,  Major  Artillery. 

5.  Auchmuty ,  Adi.  Mil.  Sec. 

Return  of  killed,  wounded  and  mif¬ 
fing  of  his  majedy’s  and  the  ho- 
nourable  company’s  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Col. 
Hartley,  in  the  aftion  of  Tiiva- 
nangurry,  Dec.  to,  1790. 

Total,  5  killed;  50  wounded;  2 
miffing.  < 

Names  of  the  Officers  wounded.— 
Capt.  Lawman,  Artillery;  Capt, 
Blachford,  Engineers ;  Lieutenant 
Charles  Stewart,  7th  battalion  ;  Lt. 
Fireworker  Powell,  Artillery. 

J.  Hartley ,  Lieut.  Col.  Com. 

S.  Auchmuty ,  Adi.  Mil.  Sec. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of 
his  majedy’s  and  the  honourable 
company’s  troops,  under  the  com- 
maqd  of  Major  General  Aber- 
cromby,  the  14th  and  15th  of 
Pec.  near  Cannanore. 

Total,  8  killed;  75  wounded. 
Mr.  Cockran,  furgecn’s  mate, 

wounded. 

One  fepoy  of  the  native  infantry, 
and  many  of  the  Nairs,  wounded, 
and  fince  dead. 

R.  Sinclair ,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

S.  Auchmuty ,  Adi.  Mil.  Sec. 


Account  of  the  Capture  of  Bangalore. 

To  the  Honourable  Court  of  Dire  A  ore 
for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable  the 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  Eajl  In¬ 
dies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

I  fhall  not  trouble  your  honour¬ 
able  court  with  an  explanation  of 
the  nature  of  the  inceffant  exer¬ 


tions,  both  of  body  and  mind,  which 
are  required  by  the  various  duties  of 
my  prefent  iituation  ;  nor  fliould  I 
now  have  alluded  to  them,  but  that 
I  am  under  the  indifpenfable  ne- 
ceffity  of  dating  them,  as  the  caufe 
of  rny  being  obliged,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  indead  of  entering  into  a  detail 
of  particulars,  to  limit  myfelf  to  a 
conciie  and  general  account  of  our 
late  operations,  and  of  my  future 
intentions. 

Our  preparations  for  the  cam¬ 
paign  having  been  completed  at 
Madras,  the  army  marched  from 
Velhout  on  the  5th  of  February; 
and,  having  reached  Vellore  on  the 
nth,  we  halted  there  two  days, 
for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  from 
thence  a  fupply  to  my  dock  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  an  addition  that  had 
been  prepared  to  the  battering 
train,  and  of  receiving  feme  dores 
and  recovered  men  from  Arnee. 

I  had,  previous  to  my  arrival  at 
Vellore,  employed  every  means  in 
my  power  to  obtain  accurate  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  different  paffes 
that  lead  into  the  Myfore  country; 
and  having  feen  fufficient  grounds 
to  be  confident  that  the  Moogly 
pafs  could  eafily  be  rendered  prac¬ 
ticable,  I  turned  off  to  the  right  at 
Vellore,  and  not  only  afcended  the 
pafs  without  much  difficulty,  but, 
by  having  taken  a  route  that  Tippoo 
does  not  feem  to  have  expefled,  I 
was  alfo  lucky  enough  to  advance  a 
confiderable  didance  into  his  coun¬ 
try  before  it  was  poffible  for  him  to 
give  us  the  lead  obdrudlion. 

The  forts  of  Colar  and  Oufcot- 
tah  lay  in  our  route  to  Bangalore, 
and  furrendered  to  us  without  redd-' 
ance;  but,  as  neither  of  them  were 
in  a  tenable  condition,  nor  at  that 
time  of  any  value  to  us,  I  left  them 
unoccupied,  after  difarming  and 
difmiffing  their  fmail  garrifoas. 

I  ar* 
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I  arrived  before  Bangalore  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  5  th  of  March, 
and  on  the  6th  the  engineers  were 
employed  in  reconnoitering  the 
place,  both  in  the  morning  and 
evening :  on  their  latter  excurfion. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Floyd,  who  ef- 
corted  them  with  the  whole  cavalry, 
difeovered  the  rear  of  Tippoo’s  line 
of  march,  apparently  in  great  con- 
fufion,  and  unfortunately  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  tempted,  by  the  flat¬ 
tering  profpedl  of  linking  an  im¬ 
portant  blow,  to  deviate  from  the 
orders  he  had  received  from  me, 
and  to  attack  the  enemy.  His  fuc- 
cefs  at  firft  was  great,  but  the  length 
and  ardour  of  the  purfuit  threw  his 
fquadrons  into  great  confufion.  In 
this  Hate  they  were  charged  by 
Tippoo’s  cavalry,  and  being  out  of 
the  reach  of  all  fupport,  they  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  great  preci¬ 
pitation,  and  with  the  lofs  of  above 
200  men,  and  near  300  horfes. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd  received 
a  very  levere  wound  in  the  face ; 
from  which,  however,  I  have  the 
pleafure  to  add,  that  he  is  now  per¬ 
fectly  recovered. 

Theillfuccefs  of  our  examination, 
the  fear  of  lofing  time,  and  many 
other  circumftances,  of  which  the 
hopes  of  obtaining  a  fupply  of  fo¬ 
rage  was  not  the  leaf!,  induced  me 
to  determine  immediately  to  attack 
the  fort  from  the  Pettah  fide.  The 
Pettah  was  accordingly  alfaulted 
and  carried  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th;  and  the  liege  of  the  fort,  which 
was  rendered  Angularly  arduous,  not 
only  by  the  fcarcity  of  forage,  and 
the  ftrength  of  its  works  and  garri- 
fon,  but  alfo  by  the  prefence  of  Tip- 
poo  and  his  whole  army,  was  happi¬ 
ly  terminated  by  an  alfault  on  tire 
night  of  the  21ft,  in  which  the  Kel- 
lidar,  and  a  great  number  of  his 


garrifon,  were  put  to  the  fword;  ! 
and  our  lofs,  in  proportion  to  the 
nature  of  the  enterprife,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  inconfiderable.  I  cannot, 
however,  help  expreliing,  on  this 
occalion,  my  lincere  regret  for  the 
death  of  that  brave  and  valuable 
officer  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moor- 
houfe,  who  was  killed  at  the  aflault 
of  the  Pettah  on  the  7th  of  March. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  correct  lifts  of  the  ordnance,  or 
of  the  different  articles  that  were 
found  in  the  magazines  of  the  ■ 
place;  and  I  can  therefore  only  fay, 
in  general,  that  there  were  upwards 
of  one  hundred  ferviceable  pieces  of 
ordnance,  near  fifty  of  which  were 
brafs,  a  large  quantity  of  grain, 
and  an  immenfe  depot  of  military  , 
ftores. 

Although  Tippoo  approached  our 
pofition,  and  even  cannonaded  the 
camp,  both  on  the  7th  and  17th,  yet 
on  tliefe  occafions,  and  on  all  others 
during  the  liege,  he  took  his  mea- 
fures  with  fo  much  caution,  as  put 
it  effectually  out  of  my  powdr  to^ 
force  him  to  rifle  an  aCtion;  and  on 
the  night  of  the  affault  he  retired,  in 
great  hafte,  from  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  fortrefs,  where  he  was  then 
polled,  immediately  upon  his  being 
acquainted  with  its  fall:  After 
giving  fame  repairs  to  the  breaches, 
making  a  number  of  neceffary  ar* 
rangements,  and  leaving  the  train 
of  heavy  artillery  to  be  refitted 
during  my  abfencc,  I  moved  from 
Bangalore  on  the  28th,  with  the  de** 
fign  of  fecuring  a  fafe  and  fpeedy 
junction  with  a  large  body  of  caval¬ 
ry  that  the  Nizam  had  promifed  to 
fend  to  me,  and  of  receiving  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  troops,  and  a  fupply  of 
provifions  and  ftores,  which  I  had 
fome  time  before  ordered  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  join  me,  by  the  way  of 

Amboor, 
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Amboor,  from  the  Carnatic,  con- 
fidering  thofe  as  necelfary  prelimi¬ 
nary  meafures  for  enabling  me  to 
proceed  to  the  attack  of  Seiingapa- 
tam ;  and  I,  at  the  fame  time,  com¬ 
municated  my  intentions  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Abercromhy,  and  directed  him 
to  ule  every  exertion  in  his  power, 
that  might  be  confident  with  the 
fafety  of  the  corps  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  to  prepare  himfelf,  in  the 
manner  that  I  prefcribed,  to  give 
me  effectual  alfidance  when  I  fhould 
reach  the  enemy’s  capital. 

Tippoo  having  made  a  move¬ 
ment  to  the  weftward  on  the  fame 
day  that  I  marched  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Bangalore,  I  fell  in 
with  his  rear,  at  the  didance  of  about 
eight  or  nine  miles  from  that  place; 
but,  from  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
body  of  cavalry,  it  was  found  im- 
prafticable,  after  a  purfuit  of  confi- 
derable  length,  either  to  bring  him 
to  aftion,  or  to  gain  any  advantage 
over  him,  except  that  of  taking  one 
brafs  gun,  which,  owing  to  its  car¬ 
riage  breaking  down,  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  leave  upon  the  road. 

My  fird  objeft  being  to  form  a 
junction  with  the  Nizam’s  cavalry, 
I  made  fuch  movements,  or  took 
fuch  politions,  as  I  knew  would  ef¬ 
fectually  prevent  Tippoo  from  in¬ 
tercepting  them,  or  even  from  dif- 
turbing  their  march;  but,  although 
I  was  at  great  pains  to  point  out  the 
fafety  of  the  march  to  Rajah  Teige 
Wunt,  and  to  encourage  him  to 
proceed,  the  effefts  of  my  recom¬ 
mendations  and  requells  were  but 
flow;  and,  after  wade  of  time, 
which,  at  this  late  feafon  of  the 
year,  was  invaluable,  and  which 
aimoft  exhaulled  my  patience,  this 
junction  was  not  made  till  the  13th 
inllant. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the 


number  of  the  corps  with  precifion, 
but  I  fuppofe  it  to  amount  to  fifteen 
cr  fixteen  taoufand  horfe;  and 
though  they  are  extremely  defec¬ 
tive  in  a! moll  every  point  of  military 
discipline,  yet,  as  the  men  are  in 
general  well  mounted,  and  the 
chiefs  have  given  me  the  ftrongefl 
ailurances  of  their  difpolkion  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fuccefs  of  our  operations,  I 
am  in  great  hopes  that  we  fhall  de¬ 
rive  material  advantage  from  their 
alfiflance. 

This  junftion  being  accomplilhed, 
I  marched  on  to  elfeft  my  next  ob¬ 
jeft  without  lols  of  time:  and  hav¬ 
ing  arrived  at  my  prefent  camp  on 
the  1 8th,  and  ordered  the  mod  expe¬ 
ditious  meafures  to  be  taken  for 
tranfporting  the  dores  from  the 
head  of  the  pafs,  I  lhall  commence 
my  march  again  to  the  vvedward  on 
the  2 2d,  and,  after  calling  at  Ban¬ 
galore  for  the  heavy  artillery,  I  trud 
that  I  lhall  find  it  practicable  to 
reach  Seringapatam  before  the  12th 
of  next  month. 

No  ufeful  purpofe  could  be  pro¬ 
moted  by  my  enumerating  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  I  have  already  en¬ 
countered  in  carrying  on  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  campaign,  and  it  would 
be  equally  unprofitable  to  enlarge 
at  prefent  upon  the  obdacles  which 
Iforefee  to  our  future  progrefs;  they 
are,  however,  of  fo  weighty  a  nature, 
that  under  different  circumdances  I 
fhould  undoubtedly  aft  with  more 
caution,  and  defer  the  attempt  upon 
the  enemy’s  capital  till  aft«r  the 
enfuing  rains ;  but,  acquainted  as  I 
am  with  the  unfettled  fituafion  of 
political  aftairs  in  Europe,  and 
knowing  that  a  procrallinated  war 
would  occafion  almoll  certain  ruin 
to  your  finances,  I  confider  it  as  a 
duty  which  I  owe  to  my  dation.  and 
,,  to 
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to  my  country,  to  difregard  the 
hazard  to  which  my  own  military 
reputation  may  be  expofed,  and  to 
profecute,  with  every  fpecies  of  pre¬ 
caution  that  my  judgment  or  ex¬ 
perience  can  fugged,  the  plan  which 
is  moll  likely  to  bring  the  war  to 
an  early  decifion. 

I  have,  at  the  fame  time,  been 
the  more  encouraged  to  perfevere 
in  the  execution  of  my  original  in¬ 
tentions,  as  both  the  Nizam  and 
the  Mahrattas  have  of  late  fhewn  an 
uncommon  alacrity  in  fulfilling  their 
engagements,  which  by  the  fmalled 
appearance  of  backwardnefs  on  our 
part,  would  be  immediately  cooled; 
and  which,  I  truft,  will,  in  addition 
to  our  own  efforts,  effentially  con¬ 
tribute  to  counteract  many  of  the 
difadvantages  which  the  difficulty 
of  the  march,  the  rifk  of  fcarcity  of 
proviiions  and  forage,  and  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  rainy  feafon,  prefen t 
againft  the  undertaking;  and,  if 
thofe  obftacles  can  be  overcome,  the 
capture  of  Seringapatam  will  pro¬ 
bably",  in  its  confeq-uences,  furnifh 
an  ample  reward  for  our  labours. 

A  few  days  afier  our  fuccefs  at 
Bangalore,  Tippoo  repeated  his  pro¬ 
portions  to  open  a  negociation  for 
terminating  our  differences;  but 
whether  with  a  fincere  defire  to  ob¬ 
tain  peace,  or  with  the  infidious 
hopes  of  inciting  jealoufies  in  our 
allies,  by  inducing  me  to  liften  to 
his  advances,  is  not  certain.  The 
line  for  my  condudi,  however,  was 
clear ;  and,  conformable  to  our  trea¬ 
ties,  I  declined,  in  civil  and  mode¬ 
rate  terms,  to  receive  a  perfon  of 
confidence,  on  his  part,  to  difeufs  the 
feparate  interefts  of  the  company ; 
but  informed  him,  that,  if  he  Ihould 
think  proper  to  make  propofitions, 
in  writing,  for  a  general  accommo- 
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dation  with  all  the  members  of  the 
confederacy,  I  fhould,  after  com¬ 
municating  with  the  other  powers, 
tranfmit  our  joint  fentiments  upon 
them. 

I  fhall  refer  you  entirely  at  pre- 
fent  to  the  accounts  that  you  will 
receive  from  the  different  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  details  of  their  refpec- 
tive  bufinefs ;  and  fhall  only  add, 
that  the  perfonal  attention  that  I 
have  experienced  from  the  members, 
of  the  iupreme  board,  and  the  zeal 
which  they  have  manifefted,  fince  I 
left  Calcutta,  in  promoting  the  pub¬ 
lic  good,  have  given  me  very  parti¬ 
cular  fatisfadion. 

The  Swallow  packet  will  remain 
in  readinefs  to  be  dilpatched  in  Au- 
guft,  or  fooner,  if  it  Ihould  be. 
thought  expedient;  and  I  fhall,  by 
that  opportunity,  have  the  honour 
of  writing  fully  to  you  on  feveral 
of  thofe  fubjeds,  on  which  you 
mud,  no  doubt,  be  anxious  to  re¬ 
ceive  minute  information. — I  can¬ 
not,  however,  conclude  this  letter 
without  bearing  the  mod;  ample 
tedimony  to  the  zeal  and  alacrity1 
which  have  been  uniformly  mani- 
feded  by  his  majefty’s  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  troops,  in  the  performance, 
of  the  various  duties  of  fatigue  and 
danger  in  the  courfe  of  this  cam¬ 
paign;  and  affuring  you,  that  they 
are  entitled  to  the  mod  didinguifhed 
marks  of  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  greateil  refped. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  mod  obedient,  and 
Mod  humble  fervant, 

Cornwallis. 
Camp  at  Vcnkettigberryt 
Jpril  21,  1791. 


Letter 
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"better  from  l’Abbe  Raynal  to  the 

National  AJfemhly  of  France;  May 

31,  1791. 

Gentlemen, 

N  arriving  in  this  capital  after 
a  long  abfence,  my  heart  and 
looks  are  turned  towards  you ;  and 
I  ftiould  have  thrown  myfelf  at  the 
feet  of  your  auguft  affembly,  would 
my  age  and  infirmities  have  fuffered 
me  to  fpeak  to  you,  without  too 
ftrong  an  emotion,  of  the  great 
things  which  you  have  done,  and  of 
all  that  remains  for  you  to  do,  in  or¬ 
der  to  confer  upon  this  agitated  land 
that  peace,  liberty,  and  profperity, 
which  it  is  your  intention  to  pro¬ 
cure  to  us. 

Do  not  imagine,  gentlemen,  that 
I  am  one  of  thofe  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  indefatigable  zeal,  the  talents, 
the  information,  and  the  courage 
which  you  have  fliewn  in  your  im- 
menfe  labours.  A  fufficient  number 
of  other  perfons  have  add  refled  you 
upon  thefe  fubjeds ;  afufflcient  num¬ 
ber  have  reminded  you  of  the  title 
which  you  have  to  the  efteem  of 
the  nation :  for  my  part,  whether 
you  confider  me  as  a  citizen  availing 
himfelf  of  his  right  to  petition,  or 
whether,  in  indulging  my  gratitude 
in  an  unincumbered  flight,  you  per¬ 
mit  an  old  friend  of  liberty  to  re- 
ilore  to  you  what  he  is  indebted,  for 
the  protedlion  with  which  you  have 
honoured  him,  I  befcec’i  you  not  to 
reject  ufeful  truths.  I  have  long 
dared  to  fpeak  to  kings  of  their  du¬ 
ty  ;  permit  me  now  to  fpeak  to  a 
people  of  their  errors,  and  to  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  of 
the  dangers  with  which  we  are  all 
threatened. 

I  confefs  that  I  profoundly  lament 
the  diforders  and  the  crimes  which 
have  covered  this  empire  with 
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mourning.  Can  it  be  true,  that  I 
mull  recoiled  with  horror,  that  I  am 
not  one  of  thofe,  who  in  teftifying  a 
generous  indignation  againft  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  have  perhaps  armed  li- 
centioufnefs  ?  Do  religion,  the  laws, 
the  royal  authority,  the  public  order, 
require  back  from  philofophy  and 
reafon,  the  ties  which  united  them 
to  that  great  fociety  of  the  French 
nation;  as  if,  in  purfuing  abufes,  in. 
hating  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
the  duties  of  the  prince,  our  crimi¬ 
nal  efforts  had  broken  thefe  ties  ? 
But  no,  the  bold  conceptions  of 
philofophy  were  never  prefented  by 
us  as  the  rigorous  meafure  for  ads 
of  Iegiflation.  Y ou  cannot  attribute 
to  us  as  errors  what  could  only  re- 
fult  from  a  falfe  interpretation  of  our 
principles.  And  yet,  ready  to  de- 
fcend  into  the  grave,  ready  to  quit 
this  immenfe  family,  of  which  I 
have  fo  ardently  wifhed  the  welfare, 
what  do  I  fee  around  me  ?  Religious 
troubles,  civil  diffention,  the  con¬ 
tentions  of  fome,  the  audacity  and 
pallions  of  others,  a  government  en- 
flaved  by  popular  tyranny,  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  laws  furrounded  by  un¬ 
governable  men,  who  will  alternate¬ 
ly  either  didate  or  brave  them ; 
foldiers  without  difcipline,  chiefs 
without  authority,  minifters  without 
means,  a  king,  the  Aril  friend  of  his 
people,  plunged  into  afllidion,  out¬ 
raged,  threatened,  deprived  of  all 
authority,  and  the  public  power  ex- 
ifling  but  in  thofe  clubs,  where  igno¬ 
rant  and  brutal  men  dare  to  decide 
upon  all  political  queflions. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is,  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  true  fituation  of  France. 
Another  perhaps  would  not  dare  to 
tell  it  you;  but  1  dare,  becaufe  I 
confider  it  as  my  duty;  becaufe  I  am 
on  the  verge  of  eighty  years  of  age ; 
becaufe  no  one  can  accufe  me  of  re- 
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gretting  the  former  government ; 
becaufe  in  lamenting  over  the  pre¬ 
sent  ftate  of  defolation  of  the  church 
of  France,  no  one  can  accufe  me  of 
being  a  fanatic  prieft;  becaufe  in 
confidering  the  re-eftablilhment  of 
the  legitimate  authority  as  the  only 
means  of  fafety,  no  one  will  accufe 
me  of  being  the  partizan  of  def- 
potifm,  and  of  expecting  favours 
from  it ;  becaufe  in  attacking  be¬ 
fore  you  thofe  writers  who  have 
blown  the  kingdom  into  a  flame, 
and  perverted  its  underftanding,  no 
one  will  accufe  me  of  not  knowing 
the  value  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

Alas !  I  was  full  of  hope  and  joy 
when  I  faw  you  lay  the  foundations 
of  the  public  happinefs,  attack  all 
abufes,  proclaim  all  rights,  and  fub- 
}e6t  the  different  parts  of  this  em¬ 
pire  to  the  fame  laws,  to  an  uniform 
regulation.  My  eyes  were  filled 
with  tears  when  T  faw  the  vileft  and 
the  mod  wicked  of  men  employed 
as  inftruments  in  bringing  about  a 
ufeful  revolution;  when  I  faw  the 
holy  love  of  patriotifm  proftituted  to 
villainy,-and  licentioufnefs  march  in 
triumph  under  the  banners  of  liber¬ 
ty.  Terror  was  mingled  with  my 
juft  grief,  when  I  beheld  all  the  re- 
fources  of  government  deftroyed, 
and  feeble  barriers  fubftituted  to  the 
neceflity  for  an  active  and  reprefling 
force.  I  have  every  where  fought 
the  veftiges  of  that  central  •  autho¬ 
rity  which  a  great  nation  depofits  in 
the  hands  of  the  monarch  for  its  own 
fafety;  I  have  been  no  where  able 
ito  findrthem  ;  I  have  fought  the  prin¬ 
ciples  whereby  property  is  preferved, 
and  I  have  feen  them  attacked ;  I 
have  endeavoured  to  find  under  whafc 
fhelter  fecurity  and  individual  li¬ 
berty  repofed,  and  I  have  feen  au¬ 
dacity  always  gathering  ftrength 
from  the  multitude  attending,  and 


invoking  the  flgnal  for  deftru£lion> 
which  the  fa&ious,  and  the  innovat¬ 
ors  as  dangerous  as  the  fadtious, 

O  #  m 

are  ready  to  inflict. 

I  have  heard  thofe  infidious  infi- 
nuations,  which  imprefs  you  with 
falfe  terrors,  to  turn  afide  your  at¬ 
tention  from  real  dangers;  which 
infpire  you  with  fatal  diftrufts,  to  in¬ 
duce  you-  to  -deftroy  fucceflively  all 
the  props  of  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment.  I  have  particularly  fhud- 
d.ered  on  obferving  in  their  new  life, 
that  people  who  are  deflrous  of  be"- 
ing  free,  not  only  difregard  the  fo- 
cial  virtues  of  humanity  and  juftice, 
the  foie  bafis  of  true  liberty,  but  re¬ 
ceive  with  eagernefs  the  new  feeds 
of  corruption,  and  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  furrounded  with  new  caufes  of 
flavery. 

Ah !  gentlemen,  what  do  I  not 
fuffer,  on  feeing  in  the  midft  of  the 
capital,  and  in  the  very  focus  of  in¬ 
formation,  this  feduced  people  ea¬ 
gerly  adopt  with  a  ferocious  joy  the 
molt  criminal  propofals,  fmile  at  the 
details  of  aflaflinations,  flng  their 
crimes  as  if  they  were  conquefts, 
ftupidly  invite  enemies  to  the  revo¬ 
lution,  fully  it  by  complaifance,  and 
fhut  their  eyes  upon  all  the  evils 
with  which  they  overwhelm  them¬ 
felves  !  for  this  unhappy  people  are 
ignorant  that  an  infinity  of  calami¬ 
ties  may  fpring  from  a  Angle  crime. 
|  fee  them  laugh  and  dance  on  the 
ruins  of  their  own  morality,  even  on 
the  brink  of  the  very  abyfs  which 
may  fwallow  up  their  hopes ;  this 
fpeclacle  of  joy  is  that  by  which  I 
have  been  the  moft  deeply  affefted, 
Your  indifference  with  refpecl  to 
this  alarming  deviation  of  the  puk 
lie  underftanding,  is  the  firft  and 
perhaps  the  foie  caufe  of  the  changt 
which  has  taken  place  with  refped 
to  you,  of  that  change  whereby  the 
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Corrupt  adulation,  or  the  murmurs 
flirted  by  fear,  have  fucceeded  the 
pure  homages  bellowed  upon  your 
firft  labours. 

But  with  whatever  courage  the 
approach  of  my  lail  hour  infpires 
me,  whatever  duty  even  that  love  of 
liberty  which  I  profefied  before  you 
sxirted,  impofes  upon  me,  I  never- 
theleis  experience  in  addrelTmg  you 
that  reipedl  and  fort  of  fear,  of 
which  no  man  can  dived  himfelf, 
when  he  places  himfelf  in  thought  in 
a  date  of  immediate  communication 
with  the  reprefentatives  of  a  great 
people. 

Ought  I  to  flop  here,  of  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  fpeak  to  you  as  to  poilerity  ? 

Yes,  gentlemeil,  I  believe  you 
worthy  of  hearing  this  language. 

I  have  meditated  throughout  the 
whole  couffe  of  my  life  on  the  ideas 
which  you  have  lately  applied  to  the 
regeneration  of  the  kingdom:  I  me¬ 
ditated  on  them  at  a  time  when,  re¬ 
jected  by  all  the  Ibcial  inllitutions,by 
all  the  interefrs,  by  all  the  prejudices, 
they  only  prefented  the  feduCtion  of 
a  confolatory  vvilh:  at  that  time  no 
tnotives  induced  me  to  weigh  the 
difficulties  of  application,  and  the 
terrible  inconveniencies  annexed  to 
abftraclions,  when  they  are  inverted 
with  the  force  which  commands  men 
and  things,  when  the  refirtance  of 
things  and  the  paffionA  of  men  are 
necelfary  elements  to  cbmbine. 

What  I  neither  ougdit  nor  could 
forefee,  at  the  time  And  in  the  cir- 
cumftanees  underXhich  j  wrote,  the 
ciroumitances  an4  the  time  in  which 
you  aCl  require  that  you  Ihould  keep 
an  account  of;  and  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  tell  you  that  you  have  not 
Sufficiently  done  fo. 

By  this  foie  but  continued  fault, 
pou  have  vitiated  your  work ;  you 
have  placed  yourfelves  in  fuch  a  fi- 


tuation  as  has  perhaps  rendered  you 
unable  to  preferve  it  from  total  ru¬ 
in,  but  by  meafuring  back  youf 
rteps,  or  by  indicating  that  retrogade 
march  to  your  fuccertbrs.  Ought 
you  to  be  afraid  of  being  the  foie  ob¬ 
ject  of  all  the  virulence  with  which 
the  altar  of  liberty  is  aflailed  ?  Be¬ 
lieve,  gentlemen,  that  this  heroic  fa- 
crirtce  will  not  be  the  lead  confola¬ 
tory  of  thofe  remembrances  which 
you  will  be  permitted  to  preferve. 
What  men  mull  thofe  be,  who,  leav¬ 
ing  to  their  country  all  the  good 
which  they  have  been  able  to  do, 
accept  and  claim  for  themfelves 
alone  the  reproaches  which  have 
been  deferved  by  real  and  ferious 
evils,  but  of  which  they  could  only 
accufe  the  circmllances  !  I  believe 
you,  gentlemen,  worthy  of  fo  high 
a  dertiny,  and  that  idea  encourages 
me  to  point  out  to  you,  without  re- 
ferve,  thofe  defedlive  parts  which 
you  have  introduced  into  the  French 
conllitution. 

Called  upon  to  regenerate  France* 
you  ought  firll  to  have  confidered 
what  you  could  ufefully  preferve’  of 
the  former  government,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  that  part  of  it  which  it  would 
be  improper  to  abandon. 

France  was  a  monarchy;  its  ex¬ 
tent,  its  wants,  its  manners,  its  na¬ 
tional  fpirit,  were  invincible  objec¬ 
tions  to  republican  forms  being  ever 
admitted  into  it  without  occafioning 
a  total  diffolutiom 

The  monarchical  power  was  vi¬ 
tiated  by  two  caufes;  -its  bafes  were 
furrounded  by  prejudices,  and  its 
limits  were  defined  but. by  partial 
refinances.  To  purify  the  prin¬ 
ciples,  by  ertablifliing  the  throne 
upon  its  true  bafis,  the  fovereignty 
of  the  nation ;  to  afcertain  its  limits, 
by  placing  them  in  the  national  re- 
prefentation,  was  what  you  ought  to> 

*  Q  2  have 
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have  done,  and  you  think  that  you 
have  done  it. 

But  in  organizing  thefe  two  pow¬ 
ers,  the  lirength  and  the  fuccefs  of 
the  confi.itution  depended  upon  their 
equilibrium ;  and  you  had  to  guard 
againft  the  propenfity  of  your  ideas. 
You  ought  to  have  feen  that  in  the 
general  opinion,  the  power  of  kings 
is  on  the  decline,  and,  that  the  rights 
of  the  people  are  on  the  encreafe  : 
thus,  by  weakening  beyond  meal u re 
that  which  naturally  tends  to  annihi¬ 
lation,  and  by  if  lengthening  beyond 
all  proportion  that  which  naturally 
tends  to  increafe,  you  arrive  by 
force  at  this  melancholy  refult,  a 
king  'without  authority ,  and  a  people 
'without  rejlraint . 

By  abandoning  yourfelves  to  the 
wanderings  of  opinion,  you  have  fa¬ 
voured  the  influence  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  and  infinitely  multiplied  po¬ 
pular  elections.  Did  you  not  forget 
that  elections  inceffantly  renewed, 
and  the  tranfient  duration  of  power, 
are  a  fource  of  relaxation  in  politi¬ 
cal  jurifdiftions  ?  Did  you  not  for¬ 
get  that  the  ftrength  of  government 
ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  thole  whom  it  has  to  pro¬ 
vide  for,  and  whom  it  ought  to  pro¬ 
tect  ? 

You  have  preferved  the  name  of 
k  ng,  although  in  your  conftitution 
it  is  not  only  no  longer  ufeful,  but 
even  dangerous.  You  have  reduced 
his  influence  to  that  point  which 
corruption  may  ufurp;  you  have  in 
faft  invited  him  to  combat  a  confu¬ 
tation  which  inceffantly  thews  him 
what  h :  is  m.  t,  and  what  he  may 
be. 

Th  ;,  gentlemen,  is  a  vice  inhe¬ 
rent  i  1  your  conllitution ;  a  vice 
which  will  defiroy  it,  if  you  and 
your  f  cceffors  do  net  haften  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  it. 


I  will  not  point  out  to  you  alt 
the  faults  which  may  be  aferibed  to 
circumftances ;  of  thofe  you  are 
yourfelves  aware  :  but  why  will  you 
differ  the  evil  to  exift  which  it  is  in 
your  power  to  deftroy  ?  Why,  after 
having  proclaimed  the  dogjna  of  li¬ 
berty  in  religious  opinions,  will  you 
fuffer  the  clergy  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  perfections  and  outrages,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  obey  your  reli¬ 
gious  opinions? 

Why,  after  having  confecrated 
the  principles  of  individual  liberty, 
do  you  fuffer  to  exift  in  your  bo- 
foms  an  inquifition,  which  ferves  as 
a  model  and  a  pretext  to  all  thofe 
inferior  inquifitions  which  a  factious 
uneafmefs  has  generated  in  every 
part  of  the  empire  ? 

Why  do  not  you  fhudder  at  the 
audacity  '  and  the  fuccefs  of  thofe 
writers  who  profane  the  name  of 
patriots?  More  powerful  than  your 
decrees,  they  daily  pull  down  what 
you  ereft.  You  are  defirous  of  a 
monarchical  government,  and  they 
endeavour  to  render  it  edious :  You 
are  defirous  that  the  people  fhould 
enjoy  liberty,  and  they  wifh  to  make 
them  the  mod  ferocious  of  tyrants : 
You  are  defirous  of  reforming  the 
manners,  and  they  command  the 
triumph  of  vice,  the  impunity  oi 
crimes. 

I  will  not  mention  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen,  your  operations  of  finance 
God  forbid  that  I  fhould  encreafi 
your  uneafinefs,  or  diminifh  youi 
hopes  upon  that  fubj eft.  The  pub 
lie  fortune  is  yet  entire  in  you 
hands ;  but  recolleft,  that  where  ; 
government  is  neither  powerful  no 
refpefted,  there  can  be  neither  taxes 
credit,  nor  an  afeertained  receipt  o 
expenditure. 

What  form  of  government  ca 
hand  againfl  this  new  aflumption  c 
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^power  of  the  clubs  ?  Y ou  have  de- 
ltroyed  all  the  corpora  .ions,  and  the 
moll  coloffal  and  moll  formidable  of 
aggregations  is  railing  itfelf  upon 
your  heads,  to  the  dedru&ion  of  all 
other  powers.  France  at  prefent 
contains  two  kinds  of  people  exceed¬ 
ingly  unlike.  That  confiding  of  the 
virtuous  and  of  the  moderate  fpirits, 
is  fcattered,  filent,  and  alarmed ; 
whilft  men  of  violent  difpofitions,  of 
which  the  other  confids,  crowd  toge¬ 
ther,  ele&rify  each  other,  and  form 
thofe  terrific  volcanos  which  vomit 
forth  fuch  quantities  of  inflamed 
lava. 

You  have  made  a  declaration  of 
rights,  and  that  imperfeCt  declara¬ 
tion  has  fpread  throughout  the  em¬ 
pire  of  France  numerous  feeds  of 
anarchy  and  diforder. 

Conflantly  hefitating  between  the 
principles  which  a  falfe  modefty  pre¬ 
vents  you  from  modifying,  and  cir- 
cumdances  which  extort  exceptions 
from  you,  you  condantly  do  too  lit¬ 
tle  for  the  public  good,  and  too  much 
according  to  your  ho&rine.  You 
are  frequently  both  inconfequent 
and  impolitic,  at  the  time  when  you 
endeavour  to  be  neither.  Thus,  by 
;  perpetuating  the  flavery  of  the  ne¬ 
groes,  you  have  not  the  lefs,  by  your 
decifion  refpeCting  the  mulattoes, 
given  an  alarm  to  commerce,  and 
expofed  your  colonies. 

Be  allured,  gentlemen,  that  none 
of  thefe  obfervations  efcape  the 
friends  of  liberty;  they  demand 
back  from  your  hands  the  depofit  of 
the  public  opinion,  of  the  public  rea- 
fon,  of  which  you  are  but  the  or¬ 
gans,  and  which  no  longer  poflefs 
any  character.  Europe  confiders 
you  with  adonifhment ;  Europe, 
which  may  be  fhaken  to  its  founda¬ 
tions  by  the  propagation  of  your 


principles,  is  vexed  at  their  exagge¬ 
ration. 

The  filence  of  its  princes  may  be 
that  of  terror ;  but  do  not  afpire, 
gentlemen,  to  the  fatal  honour  of 
rendering  yourfelves  dreadful  by 
extravagant  innovations,  as  dange¬ 
rous  for  yourfelves  as  for  your  neigh¬ 
bours.  Open  once  more  the  annals 
of  the  world;  call  to  your  abidance 
the  wifdom  of  ages,  and  fee  how 
many  empires  have  perifhed  by 
anarchy.  It  is  time  to  put  an  end 
to  that  by  which  we  are  defolated,  to 
flop  the  revenges,  the  feditions,  and 
Commotions,  and  to  redore  to  us  at 
length  peace  and  confidence. 

To  attain  this  falutary  end,  there 
is  but  one  mode,  and  that  is  by  re  - 
vifing  your  decrees,  by  uniting  and 
drengthening  the  powers  weakened 
by  difperfion,  by  entruding  to  the 
king  all  the  force  neceffary  to  main¬ 
tain  the  power  of  the  laws,  and  by 
particularly  watching  over  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  primary  affemblies, 
from  which  factions  have  driven  all 
wife  and  virtuous  citizens. 

Do  not  imagine,  gentlemen,  that 
the  re-edablifhment  of  the  (execu¬ 
tive  power  can  be  the  work  of  your 
fucced'ors ;  no,  they  will  take  their 
feats  with  lefs  power  than  you  pof- 
fefs :  they  will  have  to  acquire  that 
popular  opinion  of  \yhich  you  have 
difpofed  ;  you  only  are  able  to  cre¬ 
ate  anew  what  you  have  dedroyed, 
or  differed  to  be  dedroyed. 

You  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  liberty  of  every  reafonable  con- 
ditution,  by  fecuring  to  the  people 
the  right  of  making  their  laws,  and 
determining  their  taxes.  Anarchy 
will  even  fwallow  up  thefe  impor¬ 
tant  rights,  if  you  do  not  place  them 
under  the  protection  of  an  a  Clive 
and  vigorous  government;  and  def- 
*  G  3  potifm 
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potifm  awaits  us,  if  you  continue  to 
rejeft  the  tutelary  protedlion  of  roy¬ 
al  authority. 

I  have  colledled  my  ftrength, 
gentlemen,  to  fpeak  to  you  the  au- 
ftere  language  of  truth.  Forgive, 
in  favour  of  my  zeal  and  love  for 
my  country,  what  may  appear  too 
free  in  my  remonltrances,  and  be¬ 
lieve  my  ardent  wilhes  for  your 
glory,  as  much  as  my  profound  re- 
ipedt. 

G.  T.  Raynal. 


difficulty  faving  our  lives.  My  loffr 
from  this  (above  my  infurance) 
Has  great  to  a  man  who  never  could 
boaft  of  affluence;  yet  1  looked 
forward  with  a  pleafing  confidence  3 
my  ifland  (fo  lately  embanked  from 
the  lea)  was  beginning  to  repay 
me  moil  bountifully :  it  cleared  me 
300k  the  laft  year,  with  a  promiflng> 
appearance  of  greater  things  for 
years  to  come.  I  had  rebuilt  my 
houfe,  &c-  and  got  my  family  toge¬ 


ther  again. 

O 


fetter  from  Mr.  John  Harriott,  of 
Rochford,  in  Eflex,  to  Mr,  More, 
Secretary  cf  the  Society  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts ,  &c  defer  th¬ 
ing  the  E feels  of  the  high  L  idey 
February  2,  179 1,  on  Land  which 
h&  had  inclofed  from  the  Sea . 

Sir,  Rochford  Feb.  24. 

THE  kjndnefs  and  friendfhip 
exp  refled  in  your  letter  claim 
my  warmeft  acknowledgments ;  and, 
jis  you  requeft  to  be  informed  of  the 
real  date  of  my  misfortunes,  I  will 
endeavour  to  place  it  in  as  clear  a 
point  of  view  as  poffiblej  for,  having 
nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with,  in 
regard  to  luch  accumulated  misfor¬ 
tunes  as  I  have  experienced  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time  (accidents  which  hu¬ 
man  fagacity  couid  neither  forefee 
nor  prevent),  I  have  no  reafon  to 
be  afhamed  at  being  unfortunate  : 
on  the  contrary,  1  feel  a  fecre>  fatis- 
fadfton  in  having  endeavoured  to  do 
my  duty  as  a  man  vvhofe  views  are 
not  wholly  confined  to  this  fpot, 
find  Dow  rnv  head  without  repining 
to  the  dkpioft!  of  P  ovidence. 

It  was  no  longer  than  the  17th  of 
Marclg  1790,  that  1  had  the  heavy 
misfortune  to  have  my  houfe,  barn, 
&nd  out- offices,  aii  burnt  down,  with 
3 


In  this  fltuation  of  my  affairs,  the 
2d. of  this  month  produced  a  tide  on 
our  coaft  higher  by  a  foot  than  is 
remembered  by  the  oldeft  man  liv¬ 
ing.  My  ifland  fell  a  vidtim  to  its 
ravages:  above  one-fourth  part  of 
the  wall  or  bank  had  fettled  (on 
account  of  its  being  all  new  earth) 
near  a  foot  more  than  the  reft :  this 
was  intended  to  have  been  raifed  18 
inches  laft  fummer,  had  not  my  lofs 
from  the  fire,  and  the  cotifequent  at¬ 
tention  to  rebuilding,  obliged  me  to, : 
defer  it,  which  occafioned  the  lofs 
of  my  ifland ;  for,  flowing  feven  or 
eight  inches  deep  over  130  rod  in  f 
length  of  walling,  it  flooded  the 
whole  ifland.  Attending  to  the  fall 
of  the  tide,  I  found  my  ifland  left 
full  of  water,  tpo  fatal  a  proof  of  the 
ftrength  of  my  walls,  though  it  fatis-  I 
fled  me  there  was  no  breach.  By 
extraordinary  exertions,  I  drained 
the  water  four  feet  below  the  furface 
of  the  land  in  n  few  days  ;  I  then  ha4 
the  walls  furveyed,  and  an  eftimate  f 
made  of  what  it  would  require  to 
repair  them,  and  fecure  the  ifland 
from  a  flmilar  accident.  This 
amounted  to  300],;  I  had  it  not, 
and  could  not  think  of  borrowing 
without  a  greater  certainty  of  pay¬ 
ment  than  I  could  pretend  to;  for, 
if  my  ifland  ftiould  become  a  total 
lofs,  I  knew  I  had  not  fufftcient  be- 
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-fide  to  pay  what  I  owed  already.  I 
therefore  did  not  think  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  lay  out  money  that  be¬ 
longed  to  others  without  their  con- 
fent,  though  to  fave  the  miferable 
wreck  of  my  own  fortune  ;  and,  as 
there  was  a  necefiity  of  coming  to  a 
fpeedy  determination,  I  refolved  on 
fending  to  every  one  I  owed  a  fum 
of  money  exceeding  20  L  requefting 
their  meeting  each  other  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  9th*;  informing  them  the 
reafon,  and  that  I  would  then  lay 
before  them  a  full  hate  of  my  af¬ 
fairs. 

This  was  the  firft  time  in  my  life 
1  diftrufted  my  own  fortitude.  At¬ 
tempting  to  fpeak,  I  found  myfelf 
incapable  of  uttering.  My  feelings 
■overpowered  me,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  room  abruptly.  I  can 
only  fay,  they  were  the  feelings  of 
,a  father  (confidering  his  misfortunes 
as  affedling  his  children)  that  over¬ 
came  me.  I  have  been  in  various 
engagements  by  fea  and  land ;  I  was 
in  the  fecond  earthquake  off  Lifbon ; 
in  feveral  on  the  iflaad  of  Sumatra ; 
•belonged  to  a  fhip  that  t*id  the 
plague  on  board  in  Turkey;  fliip- 
wrecked  off  Plymouth  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  two  years  ;  wounded  and 
rendered  incapable  of  farther  adlive 
fervice  in  India ;  yet  never  knew  the 
want  of  courage  before.  In  every 
other  point  of  view,  I  could  en¬ 
counter  danger  and  difficulties  with 
greater  refolution. 

The  flate  of  my  affairs  was  thus : 
I  had,  by  fire  and  water,  within  one 
year,  loft  upwards  of  3,000k ;  but, 
if  enabled  to  fecure  the  ifland,  my 
lofs  would  be  reduced  to  about 
2>oooh,  laying  the  damage  to  the 
land  from  the  effect  of  the  fait- water 
at  the  lowed:  eilimate,  but  it  may 
prove  confiderably  more.  1  owed 
rather  more  than  2,500  k  and  the 


remainder  of  my  property  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  1,400  k  befide 
my  half-pay  as  a  lieutenant.  I  had 
the  fatisfa&ion  to  find  my  Couduft 
approved.  My  creditors,  inftead  of 
diftrefiing,  foothed  me,  and  volun¬ 
tarily  propofed,  and  agreed  to  accept, 
ten  fhillings  in  the  pound. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  diflradled  fitua- 
tion  of  my  affairs ;  and  I  do  not 
wonder  at  there  being  various  re¬ 
ports  concerning  it,  though  I  am  no 
ways  apprehenfive  of  there  being 
any  to  the  prejudice  of  my  charac¬ 
ter;  for  in  that,  poor  as  I  am,  and 
unfortunate  as  I  have  been,  I  fear 
not  the  ftridleft  fcrutiny. 

I  remain, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

John  Harriott. 


Directions  of  the  Lancafhire  Humane 
Society  for  the  Recovery  of  Perfons 
apparently  dead  hy  Drowning ,  and 
other  Species  of  Suffocation, 


Drowning . 


I.t  I  7HEN  the  body  is  taken. 

v  V  out  of  the  .water,  drip  and 
wrap  it  clofely  in  a. coat,  blanket,  or 
other  warm  covering  :  and  convey  it 
gently'  to  the  neareft  commodious 
houfe,  with  the  face  upwards,  and 
the  head  a  little  raifed. 

II.  Lay  it  on  a  bed  or  mattrefs 
which  has  been  heated  by  a  warm- 
ing-pan,  in  a  chamber  containing  a 
fire;  or,  during  dimmer,  in  thefun- 
fhine.  Dry  the  body  completely 
with  warm  cloths,  and  afterwards 
rub  it  diligently,  but  gently,  with 
hot  flannels  on  the  left  fide,  near  the 
heart.  Apply  to  the.  hands  and 
feet  cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  water; 
and  heated  bricks;  or  bottles  or 
*  G  4  bladders. 


$£*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791; 


bladders  half  filled  with  hot  water; 
or  bags  of  hot  grains  or  fand,  to  the 
flomach  and  arm-pits.  Let  a  heal¬ 
thy  perfon,  of  the  fame  fex  with  the 
fufFerer,  lie  down  unclothed,  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  body ;  and  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  rubbing,  and  aiding  other 
neceffary  operations. 

If  a  tub  of  warm  water  be  in 
readinefs,  let  the  body  be  placed  in 
It  up  to  the  neck,  and  continued  in 
It  half  an  hour.  The  water  fhould 
not  be  hotter  than  can  be  comfort¬ 
ably  borne  by  the  affiftants  ;  and  the 
heat  of  all  the  applications  before 
directed  fhould  be  moderate. 

When  the  body  is  taken  out  of 
the  tub  of  water,  it  mu  ft  be  wiped 
dry ;  laid  upon  the  bed  ;  and  treat¬ 
ed  according  to  the  rules  already 
given. 

III.  During  the  foregoing  ope¬ 
rations,  put  the  pipe  of  a  pair  of 
bellows  into  one  of  the  noftrils,  the 
other  noflril  and  the  mouth  being 
clofed  by  an  affiflant ;  and  blow 
gently,  till  the  breaft  be  a  little  raif- 
ed.  Let  the  mouth  and  noftril  then 
be  left  free,  and  an  eafy  prefFure 
made  upon  the  breaft.  Repeat 
this  imitation  of  natural  breathing 
till  figns  of  returning  life  appear, 
when  it  is  to  be  gradually  difcon- 
tinued. 

N.  B.  If  no  bellows  be  at  hand, 
let  an  affiflant  blow  into  the  noftrils 
of  the  drowned  perfon  with  his 
breath,  through  a  quill,  reed,  or  any 
other  fmall  pipe. 

IV.  When  breathing  begins  to 
be  renewed,  let  a  feather  dipt  in 
fpirit  of  hartfhorn  or  fharp  muftard, 
be  occafionally  introduced  into  the 
noftrils.  Pepper  or  fnuff  alfo  may 
be  blown  into  them.  A  glyfter 
fhould  now  be  given  without  delay, 
compofed  of  equal  parts  of  wine  and 
hot  water,  with  a  fmall  table  fpcon- 


ful  of  flour  of  muftard,  or  a  lea 
fpoonful  of  powdered  pepper,  gin¬ 
ger/ or  other  fpice.  Rum,  brandy, 
or  gin,  mixed  with  fix  times  its 
quantity  of  hot  water,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  muftard,  &c.  may  be  ufed 
inftead  of  wine. 

V.  As  foon  as  the  patient  can 
fvvallow,  adminifter  to  him,  by 
fpoonfuls,  hot  wine,  or  fpirits  mix¬ 
ed  with  water. 

VI.  When  life  is  completely  re- 
ftored,  the  fufFerer  fhould  remain  at 
reft  in  a  warm  bed;  be  fupplied 
moderately  with  wine- whey,  ale-pof- 
fet,  or  other  nourifhing  drinks;  and 
gentle  fweating  fhould  be  encou¬ 
raged. 


Hanging. 

I.  If  a  medical  affiflant  be  pre- 
fent,  let  him  take  a  few  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  jugular  veins;  or 
apply  a  cupping  glafs  to  the 
neck. 

II.  The  other  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment  are  to  be  the  fame  as  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  recovery  of  drowne4 


Suffocation  by  Noxious  Vapour s,  or 
Lightning. 

Sprinkle  the  face  and  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  with  cold  water,  if  the  heat  of  the 
fufFerer  be  above  or  equal  to  that  of 
a  living  perfon.  But  if  the  body 
feel  cold,  apply  warmth  gradually ; 
■and  ufe  the  means  directed  under 
the  head  of  drowning.  A  fmall 
quantity  of  blood  may  alfo  be  taken 
from  the  jugular  veins. 


Frofl. 

Take  the  body  to  the  neareft  room 
with  a  fire-place,  but  not  near  the 

fire. 
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Ike.  Rub  it  with  fnow  or  cold  wa¬ 
ter.  Attempt  warmth  and  breathing 
by  flow  degrees,  and  the  way  di¬ 
rected  for  the  recovery  of  drowned 
perfons. 


Smothering  in  Child-Birth ,  by  Con¬ 
finement  under  Bed-Clothes ,  &c. 

I.  In  ftill-born  children,  blow 
air  into  the  mouth,  through  a  quill, 
or  any  fmall  tube,  till  the  breaft  be  a 
little  railed ;  then  gently  prefs  the 
cheft;  and  repeat  this  procefs  till 
natural  breathing  begins.  Gently 
rub  the  body  with  warm  flannels; 
and  foment  the  legs  and  feet  with 
water  of  a  moderate  degree  of 
heat. 

II.  When  a  child  has  been  fmo- 
thered  under  the  bed-clothes,  if  the 
body  be  too  hot,  as  is  commonly  the 
cafe,  expofe  it  for  a  Ihort  time  to  a 
ftream  of  frelh  air,  and  fprinkle  a 
little  cold  water  on  the  face  and 
breaft ;  then  fill  the  lungs,  and  fol¬ 
low  the  other  directions  above  de¬ 
livered. 

No  other  means  but  thofe  here 
recommended  are  ever  to  be  em¬ 
ployed;  except  by  the  authority  of 
fome  judicious  phyfician,  or  of  one 
of  the  medical  afliftants  of  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

N.  B.  In  all  the  above  cafes,  im- 
diately  difpatch  a  meflenger  for 
medical  affiftance :  fend,  alfo,  ano¬ 
ther  meflenger  to  the  neareft  houfe, 
where  warm  water,  grains,  or  other 
things  of  the  fame  nature  may  be 
procured ;  with  a  good  fire,  and  a 
warm  bed  for  the  reception  of  the 
unfortunate  perfon. 


fix  tracts  of  Letters ,  &  c.  and  Accounts , 
relative  to  the  Settlements  in  New 
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South  Wales.  Laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

ExtraCls  of  a  Letter  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Phillip  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Sydney ; 
dated  Sydney  Cove,  12th 
Feb.  1790. 

WHEN  the  Supply  left  Nor¬ 
folk  Ifland,  th:  people  were 
all  very  healthy,  and  they  had  ve¬ 
getables  in  the  greateft  abundance ; 
they  get  fifh  when  the  weather  per¬ 
mits  the  boat  to  go  without  the 
reef,  and,  at  times,  in  fuch  quanti¬ 
ties,  that  fifh  is  ferved  to  the  people 
in  lieu  of  fait  provifions.  They 
make  their  lines  from  the  flax  plant, 
but  unfortunately  we  have  not  any 
perfon  who  underftands  how  to  drefs 
it. 

Half  a  pod  of  cotton  being  found 
on  the  ifland,  fuppofed  to  be  brought 
there  by  a  bird,'  and  a  cocoa  nut, 
which  was  perfectly  found,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  but  a  Ihort 
time  in  the  water,  being  thrown 
upon  the  beach,  have  given  fome 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  both  thefe  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  found  in  fome  ifland 
at  no  great  diftance. 

Lord  Howe  Ifland  has  been  ex¬ 
amined,  but  no  frefh  water,  or  good 
anchorage,  being  found,  it  can  be  of 
no  other  advantage  to  this  fettle- 
ment,  than  occafionally  fupplying  a 
few  turtle. 

I  had  the  honour  of  informing 
your  lordftiip,  that  a  fettlement  was 
intended  to  be  made  at  a  place  I 
named  Rofe  Hill.  At  the  head  of 
this  harbour  there  is  a  creek,  which 
at  half  flood  has  water  for  large 
boats  to  go  three  miles  up  ;  and  one 
mile  higher  the  water  is  frelh,  and 
the  foil  good.  A  very  induftrious 

man. 
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man,  whom  [  brought  from  England, 
is  employed  there  at  pr.efent,  and 
has  under  his  dire&ion  one  hundred 
convidls,  who  are  employed  in  clear¬ 
ing  and  cultivating  the  ground.  A 
barn,  granary,  and  other  necefiary 
buildings,  are  ere&ed,  and  twenty - 
feven  acres  in  corn  promife  a  good 
<crop.  The  foil  is  good,  and  the 
country,  for  twenty  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward,  which  is  as  far  as  I  have  exa¬ 
mined,  lays  well  for  cultivation;  but 
even  there,  the  labour  of  clearing 
the  ground  is  very  great ;  and  I  have 
feen  none  that  can  be  cultivated 
without  cutting  down  the  timber, 
except  fome  few  particular  fpots, 
which,  from  their  fttuation,  (laying 
at  a  diftance  from  either  of  the  har¬ 
bours)  can  be  of  no  advantage  to 
ms  at  prefent;  and  I  prefume  the 
meadows  mentioned  in  Captain 
Cook’s  Voyage,  were  feen  from  the 
high  grounds  about  Botany  Bay, 
and  from  whence  they  appear  well 
to  the  eye,  but  when  examined,  are 
found  to  be  marfhes,  the  draining  of 
which  would  be  a  work  of  time,  and 
not  to  be  attempted  by  the  firft  fet-* 
tlers. 

The  captain’s  guard,  which  until 
lately  did  duty  at  Rofe  Hill,  is  now 
reduced  to  a  lieutenant  and  twelve 
privates,  and  intended  merely  as  a 
guard  to  the  ftore  which  contains 
the  provifions,  and  which  is  in  the 
redoubt,  for  I  am  now  fenfible  there 
is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  natives ;  and  the  little  attention 
which  had  been  defired  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  more  than  what  was  imme¬ 
diately  garrifon  duty,  when  at  Rofe 
Hill,  is  now  no  longer  required. 

At  Sydney  Cove,  all  the  officers 
are  in  good  huts,  and  the  men  in 
barracks;  and,  although  many  un- 
forefeen  difficulties  have  been  met 
with,  I  believe  there  is  not  an  indivi¬ 


dual,  from  the  governor  to  the 
private  foldier,  whole  fttuation  is 
not  more  eligible  at  this  time  than 
he  had  any  reafon  to  expert  it  could 
be  in  the  courfe  of  the  three  years 
ftation.  And  it  is  the  fame  with  the 
convidls;  and  thole  who  have  been 
any  ways  induftrious,  have  vegeta¬ 
bles  in  plenty.  The  buildings  now 
carrying  on  are  of  brick  and  ftoneJ 
The  houfe  intended  for  myfelf  was 
to  confift  of  only  three  rooms,  but 
having  a  good  foundation,  has  been 
enlarged,  contains  ftx  rooms,  and  is 
fo  well  built,  that  I  prefume  it  will 
ftand  for  a  great  number  of  years. 

The  ftores  have  been  lately  over-' 
run  with  rats,  and  they  are  equally 
numerous  in  the  gardens,  where  they  i 
do  conftderable  damage;  and  as  the 
lofs  in  the  ftores  could  only  be  known 
by  removing  all  the  provifions,  that 
was  ordered  to  he  done,  and  many 
calks  of  flour  and  rice  were  found 
to  be  damaged  or  totally  deftroyedJ 
The  lofs  in  thofe  two  articles  by  the 
rats,  ftnce  landing,  has  been  more 
than  twelve  thoufand  weight. 

Vegetables  and  provifions  hav« 
ing  been  frequently  ftolen  in  the 
night  from  convifcs  and  others! 
twelve  convitts  were  chofen  as  s 
night  watch ;  and  they  have  a&ually 
anfwered  the  end  propofed,  no  rob¬ 
bery  having  been  committed  for  fe^ 
veral  months,  and  the  convi&s  ir 
general  have  lately  behaved  bettei 
than  l  ever  expected.  Only  twtj 
convi&s  have  fuffered  death  in  th( 
laft  year.  Four  were  executed  th< 
firft  year. 

As  near  two  years  have  now  paf 
fed  fince  we  firft  landed  in  this  coun 
try,  fome  judgment  may  be  former 
of  the  climate  ;  and  I  believe  a  fine:f 
or  more  healthy  climate  is  not  t< 
be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world 
Of  one  thoufand  and  thirty  peopl  r 
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ivho  were  landed,  many  of  whom 
were  worn  out  by  old  age,  the 
fcurvy,  and  various  diforders,  only 
feventy-two  have  died  in  one-and- 
fwenty  months;  and  by  the  fur- 
geon’s  returns,  it  appears  that  twen¬ 
ty-fix  of  thole  died  from  diforders 
of  long  Handing,  and  which  it  is 
jnore  than  probable  would  have  car¬ 
ried  them  off  much  l'opner  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Fifty-nine  children  have  been 
born  in  the  above  time. 

In  December  the  corn  at  Rofe 
Hill  was  got-in :  the  corn  was  ex- 
feeding  good ;  about  two  hundred 
buihels  ol  wheat,  and  fixty  of  bar¬ 
ley,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  flax, 
Inflian  corn,  and  oats,  all  which  is 
preferved  for  feed.  Here  I  beg 
leave  to  obferve  to  your  lordlhip, 
that  if  fettlers  are  fent  out,  and  the 
convids  divided  amongfl  them,  this 
fettlement  will  very  fhortly  main¬ 
tain  itfelf ;  but  without  which,  this 
Country  cannot  be  cultivated  to  any 
advantage.  At  prefent  1  have  only 
one  perfon  (who  has  about  an  hun¬ 
dred  convids  under  his  direction) 
who  is  employed  in  cultivating  the 
ground  for  the  public  benefit,  and 
jhe  has  returned  the  quantity  of  corn 
above-mentioned  into  the  public 
ftore;  the  officers  have  not  raifed 
fufficient  to  fupport  the  little  flock 
they  have.  Some  ground  I  have 
had  in  cultivation  will  return  about 
forty  buihels  of  wheat  into  flore ; 
fo  that  the  produce  of  the  labour  of 
the  convids  employed  in  cultiva¬ 
tion  has  been  very  {hort  of  what 
might  have  been  expeded,  and 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  point¬ 
ing  out  to  your  lordlhip  in  this 
place,  to  fhew,  as  fully  as  poffible, 
the  ftate  of  this  colony,  and  the  ne- 
Ceffity  of  the  convids  being  em- 
ployed  by  tnofe  who  have  an  inte- 
refl  in  their  labour.  The  giving 
Convids  to  the  officers  has  been  hi* 


therto  neceflary,  but  it  is  attended 
with  many  inconveniences,  for 
which  the  advantages  a  riling  to  the 
officers  do  not  make  amends.  It 
will  not,  therefore,  be  continued  af¬ 
ter  this  detachment  is  relieved,  un- 
lefs  particularly  direded.  The  num¬ 
bers  employed  in  cultivation  will  of 
CQurfe  be  increafed,  as  the  neceflary 
buildings  are  finifhed,  but  which 
will  be  a  work  of  time ;  for  the 
numbers  in  this  fettlement  who  do 
nothing  towards  their  own  fup¬ 
port,  exceed  thofe  employed  for  the 
public. 

In  November,  the  Supply  failed 
for  Norfolk  Ifland  with  fome  con¬ 
vids,  and  returned  after  being  ab- 
fent  fix  weeks.— All  the  people  in 
that  ifland  were  well,  and  their 
crops,  after  all  they  had  fuffered 
from  rats,  birds,  and  a  worm  which 
had  done  them  confiderable  damage, 
fo  good,  that  they  had  grain  fum- 
cient  for  fix  months  bread  for  every 
one  upon  the  ifland,  reserving  fuf¬ 
ficient  for  their  next  year’s  crops. 

Early  in  January,  1790,  the  Sup¬ 
ply  again  failed  for  Norfolk  Ifland, 
with  more  convids ;  and  in  her 
paflage  left  a  fmall  party  on  Lord 
Howe  Ifland,  to  turn  turtle;  but  in 
fifteen  days  only  three  were  taken  ; 
fo  that  no  great  advantages  will  ac¬ 
crue  at  prefent  from  thence.  The 
ifland  has  frefh  water,  but  no  good 
anchoring  ground. 

Since  the  deaths  mentioned  in  a 
former  part  of  this  letter,  one  wo¬ 
man  has  fuffered  for  a  robbery,  five 
children  'have  died,  and  twenty- 
eight  children  have  been  born ; 
making  in  all  feventy-feven  death.1, 
and  eighty-feven  births. 


Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Phillip  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Sydney ; 
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dated  Sydney  Cove,  13th 

Feb.  1790. 

In  order  to  get  a  knowledge  of 
the  country  round  this  fettlement, 
frequent  excurfions  have  been  made 
fince  the  lhips  failed,  in  November 
1788;  foon  after  which  I  went  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  the  five  days  fpent 
in  that  harbour  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion  I  had  firft  formed  of  it— 
that  it  afforded  no  eligible  fituation 
for  fixing  the  fettlement,  and  was  a 
bad  harbour,  not  affording  good  fe- 
curity  for  fhips  againft  the  eafterly 
winds,  which  frequently  blow  very 
hard  in  the  winter,  and  which  has 
been  farther  proved  by  Captain 
Hunter,  and  the  firft  lieutenant  of 
the  Sirius,  when  there  to  furvey  the 
bay. 

After  having  been  feveral  times 
with  the  boats  to  Broken  Bay,  in 
order  to  examine  the  different 
branches  in  that  harbour,  a  river 
Was  found  ;  but  the  want  of  provi- 
fions  obliged  us  to  return  without 
being  able  to  trace  it  to  its  fource, 
which  has  fince  been  done ;  and  in 
the  fixteen  days  we  were  then  out, 
all  thofe  branches  which  had  any 
depth  of  water  were  traced  as  far 
as  the  boats  could  proceed. 

The  breadth  of  this  river  (named 
the  Havvkefbury)  is  from  300  to 
800  feet ;  and  it  appears,  from  the 
foundings  we  had,  to  be  navigable 
for  the  largeft  merchant  fhips  to 
the  foot  of  Richmond  Hill ;  but  as 
the  water  near  the  head  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  fometimes  rifes,  after  very 
heavy  rains,  thirty  feet  above  its 
common  level,  it  would  not  be  fafe 
for  lhips  to  go  fo  far  up ;  but  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  below  Richmond 
Hill,  they  would  lay  in  frefh  water, 
and  perfectly  fafe,  I  fpeak  cf  Rich* 
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mond  Hill  as  being  the  head  of  the 
river,  it  there  growing  very  fhal- 
low,  and  dividing  into  two  branches. 

The  high  rocky  country  which 
forms  Broken  Bay  is  loft  as  you 
proceed  up  the  Hawkefbury,  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  are  there  co¬ 
vered  with  timber,  the  foil  a  rich 
light  mould  ;  and,  judging  from  the 
little  we  faw  of  the  country,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  it  good  land  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  extent ;  the  other  branches 
of  frefli  water  are  ftioal,  but  proba¬ 
bly  run  many  miles  farther  into  the 
country  than  we  could  trace  them 
with  our  boats.  On  thefe  rivers 
we  faw  great  numbers  of  wild 
ducks,  and  fome  black  fwans;  and 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkefbury; 
feveral  decoys  made  by  the  natives 
to  catch  the  quail. 

Richmond  Hill  (near  the  foot  oi 
which  a  fall  of  water  prevented  oui 
proceeding  farther  with  the  boats] 
is  the  fouthern  extremity  of  a  rang< 
of  hills,  which,  running  to  the  north 
ward,  moft  probably  join  the  moun 
tains  which  lay  nearly  parallel  to  th 
coaft,  from  fifty  to  fixty  miles  in 
land.  The  foil  of  Richmond  Hil 
is  good,  and  it  lies  well'for  cultiva 
tion.  Our  profpett  from  the  hi’ 
was  very  extenfive  to  the  fouthwar 
and  ealtward ;  the  country  appeal 
ing,  from  the  height  at  which  w 
were,  to  be  a  level  covered  wit 
timber :  there  is  a  fiat  of  fix  or  ft 
ven  miles  between  Richmond  Hi 
and  a  break  in  the  mountains,  vvhic 
feparates  Lanfdownand  Carmarthe 
Hills;  and  in  this  flat,  I  fuppofe,  th 
Hawkelbury  continues  its  courl 
but  which  could  not  be  feen  for  tl 
timber,  that,  with  very  few  excej 
tions,  covers  the  country  wherev* 
the  foil  is  good. 

The  great  advantages  of  fo  nob 

a  rivt 
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tL  river,  when  a  fettlement  can  be 
liiade  on  its  banks,  will  be  obvious 
to  your  LorcUhip. 

The  fettlement  made  at  Port 
Jackfon,  near  the  head  of  the  har¬ 
bour  (RofeHill)  very  fully  anfwers 
my  expectations ;  the  foil  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  good,  lies  well  for  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  is  well  watered.  Six  miles 
to  the  fouthward,  there  is  a  fmall 
frefti-water  river;  and  20  miles  to 
the  well  ward,  there  is  a  more  con- 
fiderable  river,  the  fource  of  which 
I  fuppofe  to  be  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  The  banks  of  this  ri¬ 
ver,  which  moll  probably  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Hawkefbury,  are 
high ;  the  foil  a  good  light  mould, 
and  covered  with  trees ;  the  wood 
of  fome  of  thefe  trees  is  very  light ; 
they  are  about  the  fize  of  large  wal¬ 
nut  trees,  which  they  refemble; 
they  Hied  their  leaves,  and  bear  a 
fmall  fruit  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
wholefome.  This  river  like  wife 
frequently  rifes  thirty  feet  above  its 
common  level;  it  is,  as  far  as  I  have 
feen  it,  from  300  to  400  feet  in 
breadth.  I  named  it  the  Nepean, 
and  its  fource  will  be  traced  in  the 
tourfe  of  the  winter ;  and  from  its 
banks  I  hope  to  reach  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  has  been  attempted  by 
a  party  who  croffed  the  river,  but 
after  the  iirll  day’s  journey,  they 
met  with  fuch  a  conllant  fucceffion 
,0*  deep  ravines,  the  lides  of  which 
were  frequently  inacceffible,  that 
they  returned,  not  having  been  able 
to  proceed  above  fifteen  miles  in 
five  days;  when  they  turned  back, 
they  fuppofed  themfelves  to  be  12 
miles  from  the  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tains. 

As  the  land  for  feveral  miles  to  the 
fouthward,  and  twenty  miles  to  the 
wellward  of  Rofe  Hill,  that  is,  to 
the  brinks  ol  the  Nepean,  is  as  fine 


land  for  tillage  as  moll  in  England, 
(fome  few  particular  fpots  except¬ 
ed,  the  foil  of  which  is  poor,  but 
bears  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the 
good  land)  I  propofe  that  traCl  of 
land  for  thofe  fettlers  which  may  be 
fent  out;  and  though  they  will  be 
placed  at  fome  difcance  from  each 
other,  for  the  conveniency  of  water, 
(from  one  to  three  or  four  miles) 
they  will  have  nothing  to  appre¬ 
hend  from  the  natives,  who  avoid 
thofe  parts  we  moll  frequent,  and 
always  retire  at  the  fight  of  two  or 
three  people  who  are  armed. 

As  the  labour  of  clearing  the 
ground  of  timber  will  be  great,  f 
think  each  fettler  Ihould  not  have 
lefs  than  twenty  men  on  his  farm, 
which  I  fuppofe  to  be  from  live 
hundred  to  one  thoufand  acres:  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  give  that  num¬ 
ber  of  conviCls  to  thofe  fettlers  who 
come  out,  and  to  fupport  them  for 
two  years  from  the  public  llores; 
in  that  time,  if  they  are  any  ways  in- 
duftrious,  they  will  be  in  a  fituation 
to  fupport  themfelves,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  would  be  able  to  do  it 
in  lefs  time.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  two  years,  they  may  return  half 
the  conviits  they  have  been  allowed, 
and  would  want  no  farther  affiliance 
from  government. 

It  may  be  neceffary  to  grant 
lands  to  officers  and  foldiers,  who 
becoming  fettlers,  will  of  courfe  be 
entitled  to  every  indulgence ;  but  few 
of  the  officers  now  here  have  reaped 
any  great  advantage  from  being 
allowed  convicts ;  and  it  is  attended 
with  unavoidable  inconveniences, 
from  thofe  convidts  being  left  fo 
much  to  themfelves,  and  from  their 
mixing  with  the  foldiers.  It  may  be 
found  more  to  the  advantage  of  the 
crown  and  the  officer  like  wife,  if 
officers  on  duty  in  this  fettlement 

were 
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were  allowed  a  certain  quantity  of 
grain  to  fupport  their  live  flock, 
until  they  have  a  market  to  go  to, 
and  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  iri 
the  third  year  from  the  time  fettlers 
arrive,  there  will  be  a  market  well 
fupplied  with  grain,  poultry,  hogs, 
and  goats,  of  all  which  there  has 
been  a  great  increafe,  but  killed, 
from  wanting  corn  to  fupport  them; 
and  the  natives  fo  frequently  fetting 
fire  to  the  country,  which  they  do 
to  catch  the  opoffum,  flying  fquir- 
rel,  and  other  animals, has  prevented 
fvvine  from  being  turned  out,  as  was 
intended. 

If  this  plan,  of  diftributing 
amongft  the  fettlers  thofe  convifts 
who  are  not  immediately  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  the  public  works, 
is  approved  of,  and  which  I  propofe, 
as  appearing  to  me  the  moll  likely 
to  render  this  fettlement  indepen¬ 
dent  for  the  necelfaries  of  life,  in  the 
ihorteil  time  poflible,  there  are  many 
regulations  which  will  of  courfe  take 
place. 


Extra&s  of  a  Letter  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Phillip  to  Lord  Syd¬ 
ney  ;  dated  Government 
Houfe,  Sydney  Cove,  April 
ii,  179Q. 

The  quantity  of  flour  brought 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  the 
Sirius,  was-  lefs  than  I  expected — - 
four  months  flour  only  for  the  fet¬ 
tlement,  and  a  year’s  provifions  for 
the  Ihip’s  company ;  and  it  was  ne¬ 
ceflary  to  give  the  ftiip  a  very  con- 
liderable  repair  before  fhe  could  be 
fent  to  fea  again,  which  was  not 
completed  before  the  middle  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  when  I  had  reafon  to  expert 
fhips  from  England  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  weeks.  The,  fending  to  the 
iflands  would  have  anfwered  as  far 


as  procuring  live  flock  to  breed 
from,  but  which  was  riot  immediate¬ 
ly  wanted ;  and  what  the  Sirius 
could  have  brought  for  the  cori- 
fumption  of  luCh  a  number  of  peo* 
pie,  would  have  been  but  a  very 
fmall  relief.  Howe  I  Hand  had 
been  tried  feveral  times,  and  only  a 
very  few  turtle  procured. 

The  goodnefs  of  the  foil  on  Nor¬ 
folk  Ifland,  and  the  induftry  of  thofd 
employed  there,  rendered  that  ifland 
a  refource,  and  the  only  one  that  of¬ 
fered,  when,  from  the  time  whirih  had 
palled  fince  my  letters  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  received  in  Eng¬ 
land,  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe 
fome  accident  had  happened  to  thef 
ftore  fhips  fent  out. 

I  therefore  ordered  two  companies 
of  marines  to  be  ready  to  embark 
with  a  number  of  convifrs,  by  the 
5th  of  March,  if  no  fhip  arrived  be¬ 
fore  that  time ;  and  a  proportion  of 
what  provifions  and  flores  remain¬ 
ed  in  this  fettlement  being  put  on 
board  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  fixty-  j 
five  officers  and  men,  with  five 
women  and  children  from  the  de¬ 
tachment  and  civil  department,  one  > 
hundred  and  fixteen  male  and  fixty- 
feven  female  convi&s,  with  twenty- 
feven  children,  embarked  and  failed 
the  6  th  of  March. 

The  advantage  I  expe&ed  by 
fending  away  fuch  a  number  of 
people,  was  from  the  little  garden- 
ground  they  would  leave,  and  which 
would  afiift  thofe  who  remained,  and 
the  filh  which  might  be  caught  in  the 
winter  would  go  the  farther ;  at  the! 
fame  time,  thofe  fent  to  Norfolk 
Ifland  would  have  refources  in  the  I 
great  abundance  of  vegetables  raifed 
there,  and  in  filh  and  birds,  which 
this  fettlement  could  not  afford  them ; 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
fent  more  convitts  to  that  ifland, 

if 
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if  there  had  not  been  this  necef- 
iity. 

The  provifions  fent,  with  what 
was  on  the  iSland,  and  the  wheat  and 
Indian  corn  raifed  there,  more  than 
would  be  neceSTary  for  feed,  was 
calculated  to  lad  full  as  long  as  the 
proviiions  in  this  place ;  and  at 
.Norfolk  Ifland,  from  the  richnefs 
of  the  foil,  a  man  may  Support  him- 
Self,  with  little  affiitance  from  the 
Store,  after  the  timber  is  cleared 
away. 

As  I  wiflied  to  fend  an  officer  to 
England  who  could  give  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  ,as  cannot  be  conveyed  by 
letters,  ancl  the  detachment  was  now 
divided,  I  replaced  the  officer  who 
was  fuperintendant  and  command¬ 
ant  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  by  Major 
Rofs;  the  officer  I  have  recalled 
having  been  two  years  on  the  ifland, 
is  very  capable  of  pointing  out  the 
advantages  which  may  be  expected 
from  it,  and  I  think  it  promifes  to 
anfwer  very  fully  the  end  propofed 
By  making  the  fettlement;  it  will  be 
a  place  of  fecurity  for  the  convi&s, 
where  they  will  Soon  fupport  them- 
Selves,  and  where  they  may  be  ad¬ 
vantageously  employed  in  cultivat¬ 
ing  the  flax  plant. 


Extradls  from  Initruftions 
given  by  Governor  Phillip 
to  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor,  during  his  Command 
at  Norfolk  Ifland ;  dated 
2d  March,  1790. 

You  will  caufe  the  convicts  to  be 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
land,  in  fuch  manner  as  {hall  ap¬ 
pear  to  you  the  belt  calculated  to 
Sender  that  fettlement  independent, 
as  far  as  refpedts  the  neceffiaries  of 
Kfe,  paying  fuch  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  flax  plant  as  your 


Situation  will  admit  of,  and  which 
is  to  be  the  principal  objedt,  when 
the  neceflaries  of  life  are  Secured  to 
the  fettlers. 

As  from  the  great  increafe  of 
corn  and  other  vegetable  food 
which  may  be  expected  from  a  com¬ 
mon  industry,  and  in  fo  fertile  a  foil, 
after  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  is 
cleared  and  in  cultivation,  as  well 
as  from  the  natural  increafe  of 
fwine  and  other  animals,  it  cannot 
be  expedient  that  all  the  convi&s 
Should  be  employed  in  attending 
only  to  the  objedt  of  provisions,  you 
are  to  caufe  the  greatefl  pqffible 
number  of  thefe  people  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  cultivating  and  dreffing 
the  flax  plant,  as  a  means  of  acqui¬ 
ring  doathing  for  themfelves  and 
other  perfons,  who  may  become  fet¬ 
tlers,  as  well  as  for  a  variety  of  mari¬ 
time  purpofes,  and  for  which  its 
fuperior  excellence  renders  it  a  de¬ 
sirable  objefl  in  Europe^ 

You  will,  at  every  opportunity, 
tranSmit  to  me  all  fuch  remarks  or 
observations  as  you  may  make  re- 
fpecting  the  nature  of  the  foil  on  the 
ifland,  and  point  out  fuch  means  as 
may  appear  to  you  the  moft  likely 
to  anfwer  the  views  of  government 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  flax  plant, 
and  in  rendering  that  ifland  indepen¬ 
dent  for  the  neceSTaries  of  life,  and 
for  the  order  and  government  of  the 
fettlers  thereon,  that  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  may  from  me  be  transmitted  to 
his  majesty’s  ministers. 


Defcription  cf  Norfolk  Ifland. 

Norfolk  Ifland  is  Situated  in  the 
latitude  zg°  oo',  and  in  the  longi¬ 
tude  of  1 68°  oo'  eaft:  its  form  is 
nearly  an  oblong,  and  contains  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  tboufand  acres. 

The 
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The  face  of  the  country  is  hilly, 
and  fome  of  the  vallies  are  tolerably 
large  for  the  fize  of  the  ifiand  ;  many 
of  the  hills  are  very  fieep,  and  fome 
few  fo  very  perpendicular,  that  they 
cannot  be  cultivated;  but  where 
fuch  fituations  are,  they  will  do 
very  well  for  fuel;  on  the  tops  of 
the  hills  are  fome  extensive  fiats. 

Mount  Pitt  is  the  only  remark¬ 
able  high  hill  in  the  ifiand,  and  is 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms 
high.  The  clifts  which  furround 
the  ifiand  are  about  forty  fathoms 
high,  and  perpendicular;  the  bafis 
of  the  ifiand  is'  a  hard  firm  clay. 
The  whole  ifiand  is  covered  with  a 
thick  wood,  choaked  up  with  under¬ 
wood.  , 

The  ifiand  is  well  fupplied  with 
many  ftreams  of  very  fine  water; 
many  of  which  are  fufficiently  large 
to  turn  any  number  of  mills.  Thefe 
fprings  are  full  of  very  large  eels. 

Ftom  the  coafi  to  the  lummit  of 
Mount  Pitt,  is  a  continuation  of  the 
iichefi  and  deepeft  foil  in  the  world, 
which  varies  from  a  rich  black 
mould  to  a  fat  red  earth;  we  have 
dug  down  forty  feet,  and  found  the 
fame  foil;  the  air  is  very  whole- 
fome,  and  the  climate  may  be  called 
a  very  healthy  one  :  there  has  been 
no  ficknefs  fince  I  firft  landed  on  the 
ifiand. 

There  are  five  kinds  of  trees  on 
the  ifiand,  which  are  good  timber, 
viz.  the  pine,  live  oak,  a  yellow 
wood,  a  hard  black  wood,  and  a 
wood  not  unlike  the  Englifii  beech. 
The  pine  trees  are  of  a  great  fize, 
many  of  which  are  from  180  to  220 
feet  in  height,  and  from  fix  to  nine 
feet  in  diameter.  Thofe  trees 
which  are  from  ico  to  180  feet  in 
height,  are  in  general  found  ;  from 
the  root  to  the  lower  branches, 
there  is  from  80  to  90  feet  of  found 


timber,  the  reft  is  too  hard  and  knot-* 
ty  for  ufe;  it  fometimes  happens, 
that  after  cutting  off,  twenty  feet 
from  the  butt,  it  becomes  rotten  or 
fhakey,  for  which  reafon  no  depen- 
dance  can  be  put  in  it  for  large  mails 
or  yards.  The  timber  of  the  pine 
is  very  ufeful  in  building,  and  is 
very  plentiful  along  the  coafi;  its 
difperfed  fituation  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  ifiand,  is  well  calculated 
for  ere&irig  fuch  buildings  as  may 
be  necefiary.  From  what  I  have 
feen  of  this  wood,  I  think  it  is  very 
durable.  Two  boats  have  been 
built  of  it,  and  have  anfwered  the 
purpofe  fully. 

The  live  oak,  yellow  wood,  black 
wood,  and  beech,  are  all  of  a  clofe 
grain,  and  are  a  durable  wood. 

The  flax  plant  of  New  Zealand 
grows  fpontaneoufiy  in  many  parts 
of  the  ifiand,  but  moftly  abounds  on 
the  fea  coafi,  where  there  is  a  very 
great  quantity  of  it ;  the  leaves  of 
which  the  flax  is  made,  are,  when 
full  grown,  fix  feet  long  and  fix 
inches  wide ;  each  plant  contains 
feven  of  thofe  leaves ;  a  ftrong 
woody  ftalk  rifes  from  the  centre, 
which  bears  the  flowers;  it  feeds 
annually,  and  the  old  leaves  are 
forced  out  by  young  ones  every 
year.  Every  method  has  been  tried 
to  work  it,  but  I  much  fear  that  until 
a  native  of  New  Zealand  can  be  car¬ 
ried  to  Norfolk  Ifiand,  that  the  me¬ 
thod  of  drefling  that  valuable  com¬ 
modity  will  not  be  known;  and 
could  that  be  obtained,  I  have  no 

doubt  but  Norfolk  Ifiand  would  very 

__  * 

foon  clothe  the  inhabitants  of  New 
South  Wales. 

There  are  a  great  quantity  of 
pigeons,  parrots,  hawks,  and  other 
fmaller  birds,  which  are  now  in  a 
wild  ft  ate.  ...  ( 

The  ground  is  much  infefled  with 

different 
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different  kinds  of  the  grub  worm, 
which  are  very  deftruCtive  to  the 
growth  of  vegetables;  they  are  moft- 
ly  troublefome  about  the  fpring. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  more 
ground  is  cleared  away,  that  this 
evil  will  ceafe. 

There  is  no  quadmpede  on  the 
ifland,  except  the  rat,  which  is  much 
ftnaller  than  the  Norway  rat  t  thefe 
vermin  were  very  troublefome  when 
firft  we  landed,  but  at  prefent  there 
are  but  very  few.  ' 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  abound 
with  very  fine  filh.  No  opportuni¬ 
ties  were  ever  loft  of  fending  the 
boat  out,  which  enabled  us  to  make 
a  faving  of  two  pounds  of  meat, 
each  man,  a  week. 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  fteep  too,  and,  excepting  at 
Sydney,  Anfon,  Ball,  and  Cafcade 
Bays,  they  are  inaccefiible,  being 
furrounded  by  fteep  perpendicular 
chfts  rifing  from  the  fea.  Some 
rocks  are  fcattered  about  clofe  to  the 
fhore. 

Sydney  Bay,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  iftand,  is  where  the  fjpttlement  is 
made.  Landing  at  this  place  en¬ 
tirely  depends  on  the  wind  and  the 
weather ;  I  have  feen  as  good  land¬ 
ing  as  in  the  Thames,  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  together,  and  I  have 
often  feen  it  impracticable  to  land 
for  ten  or  twelve  days  fucceftively ; 
but  it  is  much  oftener  good  landing 
than  bad. 

Anfon  Bay  is  a  fmall  bay  with  a 
fandy  beach,  where  landing  is  in  ge¬ 
neral  good,  with  an  off-fhore  wind 
and  moderate  weather;  but  as  the 
interior  parts  of  the  ifland  are  fo 
difficult  of  accefs  from  thence,  no 
fhip’s  boats  have  ever  landed  there. 

Ball  Bay  is  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide 
of  the  ifland ;  the  beach  is  a  large 
loofe  ftone  ;  when  landing  is  bad  in 
Vol.  XXXIII. 


Sydney  Bay,  it  is  very  good  here, 
as  it  alfo  is  in  Cafcade  Bay,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland. 

During  the  winter  months,  viz. 
from  April  to  Auguft,  the  general 
winds  are  the  fouth  and  (oath-weft, 
with  heavy  gates  at  times.  In  the 
fummer,  the  fouth-eaft  wind  blows 
almoft  conftant. 

The  fpring  is  vifible  in  Auguft, 
but  the  native  trees,  and  many 
plants  in  the  ifland,  are  in  a  con¬ 
ftant  ftate  of  flowering :  the  fum¬ 
mer  is  warm,  and  fometimes  ther 
droughts  are  very  great;  all  the 
grain  and  European  plants  feeded 
in  December:  from  February  to 
Auguft  may  be  called  the  rainy 
feafon,  not  that  I  think  there  is  any 
ftated  times  for  rains  in  thefe 
months,  as  it  is  fometimes  very  fine 
weather  for  a  fortnight  together, 
but  when  the  rain  does  fall,  it  is  in 
torrents,  I  do  not  remember  above 
three  claps  of  thunder  during  the 
time  I  was  on  the  ifland.  The 
winter  is  very  pleafant,  and  it  ne¬ 
ver  freezes. 

The  proper  time  for .  fowing 
wheat  and  barley  is  from  May  to 
Auguft,  and  is  got-in  in  December; 
that  which  has  been  fowed  has  pro¬ 
duced  twenty-five  fold,  and  I  think 
the  increafe  may  be  greater.  Two 
bufhels  of  barley,  fowed  in  1789, 
produced  twenty-fpur  bufhels  of  a 
found  full  grain. 

The  Indian  corn  produces  well, 
and  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  beft  grain 
to  cultivate  in  any  quantity,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  little  trouble  attending 
its  growth,  and  manufacturing  for 
eating. 

The  Rio  Janeiro  fugar-cane 
grows  very  well,  and  is  thriving. 

Vines  and  oranges  are  very 
thriving ;  of  the  former  there  will 
be  a  great  quantity  in  a  few  years. 

*  H  "  Potatoes 
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Potatoes  thrive  remarkably  well, 
and  yield  a  very  great  increafe ;  I 
think  two  crops  a  year  of  that  arti¬ 
cle  may  be  got  with  great  e2fe. 

Every  kind  of  garden  vegetable 
thrives  well,  and  comes  to  great 
perfection.  * 

The  quantity  of  ground  cleared, 
and  in  cultivation,  belonging  to  the 


GISTER,  lift. 

public,  was,  on  the  13th  March, 
1790,  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty- 
two  acres,  and  about  eighteen  clear¬ 
ed  by  free  people  and  conviCts  for 
their  gardens. 

Philip  GidleyKing. 
London, 

January  10th,  1791, 

<  ’/  'U  »  ,  m, 


Accounts  relative  to  the  Settlements  in  New  South  Wales, 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  ConviCts  which  have  been  fhipped 
from  England  for  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  Number  in¬ 
tended  to  be  fent  in  the  Ships  now  under  Orders  For  that  Ser¬ 
vice  :  Made  out  purfuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons,  dated  9th  February,  1791. 

>  „  .  'N6 

Convi£s  flripped  2,02$ 

Convicts  intended  to  be  fent  in  the  drips  now  under  orders  1,83b 

, 

3;8!9 

mm-.- 

Treafury  Chambers,  Charles  Long* 

i$th  March,  1791. 
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An  Account  of  the  *Expence  incurred  in  tranfporting  Convict's 
to  New  South  Wales,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up. 

Amount . 


Nature  of  the  Expences. 

Freight  of  the  tranfport  fhips,  with  the  expense  of 
fitting  them  for  the  fervice  —  — 

Cloathing,  flops,  and  bedding  a-  — 

Victualling  and  providing  for  the  convicts  and 
the  marine  guard,  prior  to  failing,  as  alio  on 
thef  paflage,  and  for  a  ftore  there,  viz. 

£•  r.  d% 

Prior  to  failing  4,324  i 

On  the  paflage  • —  —  7,310  12 

For  a  ftore  at  New  South  Wales  16,205  3 

Wine,  eflence  of  malt,  &e.  -r-  381  15 


11 

z 

o 

1 


Handcuffs  and  irons  for  fecuring  the  convicts  — > 

Stationary  for  the  commiftary  of  ftores  and  provifions, 
and  for  the  commanding  officer  of  marines 
Tools,  implements  of  hufbandry,  &c.  7—  — 

Marquees  and  camp  equipage  for  marine  officers  — 
Portable  houfe  for  the  governor 
Medicine, drugs,  furgeons’  inflruments,  and  neceffaries 
Seed  grain  —  — 

Old  canvas  fupplied  from  Portfmouth  dock-yard,  for 
tents,  &c.  for  the  convicts,  until  huts  could  be 
ereCted  — -  a—  . 

Hearths,  coppers,  &c»  for  the  ufe  of  the  fettleiiient 
Pay  and  difburfements  of  the  agent  to  the  tranfports 
employed  on  this  fervice  —  — ■ *  * 


This  expence  has  been  incurred  upon  the 
expedition,  and  is  all  paid. 

Charge  of  cloathing,  victualling,  and  trarifport- 
ing  Fetnale  ConviCts  in  the  Lady  J  uliana,  hired 
in  December  1788,  viz* 

Paid  already  upon  account  <■*- 
Eftimate  of  what  more  may  be  due, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  fhip 
may  have  been  difcharged  at  Port 
Jackfon  from  the  pay  of  this 
board,  at  the  end  of  Auguft  laft  3,4^4  3  1 


4,269  18  9 


£• 

42,271 

4,939 


s. 

o 

16 


d . 

4 

8 


28421 

42 

H 

3>°56 

389 

130 

1.429 

286 


i2 

o 

l9 

% 

4 

o 

1 5 

17 


69 

ns 


o 

10 


4 

7 

1 

o 

$ 

4 


9 

3 


881  6  6 
81,899  11  ^ 


7»724  1  tt 


Carried  forward  £.  89,623  13  5 

*  H  %  Charge 
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Brought  forwar 


Charge  of  the  JuiUnian,  hired  in  Nov.  1789,  for 
a  Ifore-fhip  to  Port  Jackfon,  and  from  thence  to 
proceed  to  China  to  bring  home  teas  for  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  via. 

Freight  for  two  years,  the  time  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  performance  of  thofe 
fervices  out  and  home  — 

DeduCt  what  may  be  expe&ed  to  be 
received  from  the  company  for 
freight  of  teas  home  — 

There  remains  the  fum  of 


1791, 


£•  89>6i3  >3  S 


7,389 


—  5,000 


& 


a 


Note.— 623I.  2s.,  part  of  the  fum  of  2,389k,  being  the 
amount  of  the  expence  incurred  on  account  of  this  fhip, 
according  to  the  above  eftimate,  has  been  already 
paid ;  which  leaves  a  balance  due  of  •  ,765 1.  18  s. 

Pay  and  difburfenients  of  the  two  agents  who  went 
out  in  the  Lady  Juliana  and  Juftinian 

Charge  of  victualling,  cloathing,  and  tranfporting 
convicts,  according  to  agreements  with  Mr. 
Whitlock,  in  Auguit  1789,  and  with  MelTrs. 
Camden,  Calvert,  and  King,  in  Nov.  1790  : 

Paid  upon  account  to  Mr.  Whitlock  17,463  3  9 

J^itto  to  MelTrs.  Camden  and  Co.  —  30,100  o  o 

£■  47,563  3  9 

The  total  expence  cannot  be  known 
until  the  fervice  is  over,  and  the  ac¬ 
counts  are  fettled ;  but  it  is  efti- 
mated  that  what  will  remain  due 
upon  the  above  two  agreements 
will  not  probably  be  lefs  than  —  20,000  o  6 


2,389  o  0 


1.500 


67,563  3  9 

£■  161,075  17  s 


The  expense  incurred  on  his  majehy’s  (hips  fent  on 
fervice  to  New  South  Wales,  is  eftimated  to  be  as 
under,  viz. 

On  the  Sirius  —  45,183  o  o 

Supply  tender  17.283  o  o 

Guardian  22,924  0  0 

Gorgon  —  10,211  o  o 

95,601  o  o 


Charles  Long. 


Whitehall,  Treafury  Chambers, 

1 8th  March,  1791. 

N.  B.' — In  the  preceding  account,  the  charges  incurred  for  the  tranlport 
of  200  convict  from  Ireland  are  included. 

„  -  i  An 
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An  Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Coft  pf  the  Provifions  and 
Stores  which  have  been  fent  to  New  South  Wales  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Support  of  the  Settlements  there,  as  iar  as 
the  fame  can  be  made  up.  ■  -  *  *  ; 

690  tons  of  provifions  hupped  in  £.  s.  d,  £•  d* 

June  and  July  1789  —  12,034  8  6 

300  tons  of  provifions  fhipped  in 

December  1789  —  —  6,178  4  o 

450  tons  ditto,  February  179J  — -  9, 514  lo  2 

- - •  27,727  ?  3 

Cloathing,  viz.  leather,  flioes,  ftock- 
ings,  hats,  cloths,  Ozenburgs, 
blankets,  rugs,  tape,  thread,  &c.  1 6,865  2  3% 

Implements,  &c.  comprehending  im¬ 
plements  of  hufbandry,  iron,  Heel, 
blackfmith,  armourer,  carpenter, 
bricklayer,  and  mafons  tools,  nails, 
hoes,  axes,  glafs,  iron  pots,  tin 
plates,  fifiiing  tackle,  hooks,  twine,  •' 

thread,  rope,  hawfers,  pig  and 
fheet  lead,  ihot,  ball,  gunpowder, 
bowls,  paints,  oil,  canvas,  bibles, 
prayer  and  other  books,  weights, 

■fcales,  meafur.es,  waggons,  &c.  1 1,772  10  3! 

Medicines,  hofpital  ftores,  compre¬ 
hending  a  moveable  hofpital, 
iheets,  blankets,  rugs,  palliafles, 
chirurgical  infiruments  and  necef- 
faries,  pewter,  tin,  and  copper 

ware,  kettles,  wine,  vinegar,  gro-  '  '  ; 

ceries,flannel,  fait,  hammocks,  foup, 

patmeal,  barley,  rice,  fago,  &c>  —  23,129  8  o 


£•  51.767  o.  7* 

Off  difcounts  — -  9,011  21  . 

- - - - - -  49,755  is  61 

Amount  of  bills  drawn  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Phillip  and  CommiiTary  Mil¬ 
ler  on  the  Lords  of  theTreafury  for 
provifions,  ftores,  and  neceftaries, 

for  the  ufe  of  the  fettlement  —  r—  —  7,070  3  6 

jC*  84*553  4  8I 


In  the  aforegoing  account  is  included  the  coft  of  12  months  provifions, 
cloathing,  ftores,  &c.  for  200  convicts  from  Ireland,  after  their  arrival. 
Treafury  Chambers,  Charles  Long. 

1 8  th  March,  1791. 


f  H  3 


An 
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•  •  J  l.  1 

An  Account  of  the  Charge  and  Expence  of  the  Civil  and 
Military  Eftablilhments  in  the  Settlements  of  New  South 
Wales. 

S»  d* 

Civil  ellablilhment,  to  loth  0&. 

1799  —  ’  —  '-r  nr  rr  I3>*9°  17  § 

Military  Ellablilhment. 

Pay  of  marines,  to  ill  Jan.  1791, 

about  —  —  — -  18,784  O  O 

Charge  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  from  5th  June  to  24th  De¬ 
cember,  1789,  including  levy  mo¬ 
ney,  the  allowance  for  cloathing 
and  accoutrements,  and  contin¬ 
gencies  —  —  •  4,751  8  U 

The  charge  of  the  faid  corps  for  the 
year  1 790,  according  to  the  ellab¬ 
lilhment  —  —  — -  6,134  7  3 

- - - — — - —  29,669  16  Z 

Total  expence  of  the  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  ellablilhment,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  thereof  in  1787,  to  -  . -fn 

the  prefent  period  —  -*•  «r-  42,860  13  10 

m\  1  1  mi  ii  >mh in  11  1  hi  — 1 

Future  annual  expence  of  the  civil 

ellablilhment  —  —  3*856  o  o 

Future  annual  charge  of  the  military 

eftablilhment  —  —  6,134  7  3 

9>99°  7  3 


Charles  Long* 

v  j  .  •  .. 


Treafury  Chambers, 
sSth  March,  1791 


n  ACCOUNT  of  the  Quantity  of  RUM  and  MELASSES  exported  from  the  Britijb  Weft  Indies  to  all  Parts, 
in  the  Years  1787,  1788,  and  1789 ;  diftinguiihing  each  Year,  and  the  Countries  to  which  exported.  Laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 
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.  *  » 

A  GENERAL  BILL 

O  F 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS; 

From  December  14,  1790,  to  December  13,  1791. 


Chriftened  \  ^a,eS.  9394?  Buried  Spates  9577  ?  Increased  in  the  Burials 
{Females  9x023  {  Females  9183  3  this  Year  722. 

Total  Males  and  Females  Chriftened  18496.-— Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  18760- 


Died  under  Two  Years  6556 
Between  Two  and  Five  1878 
—Five  and  Ten  589 

—Ten  and  Twenty  636 
—Twenty  and  Thirty  1332 
^■Thirty  and  Forty  1641 


—Forty  and  Fifty  1766 
—Fifty  and  Sixty  1654 
—Six^y  and  Seventy  1365 
—Seventy  and  Eighty  94c 
—Eighty  and  Ninety  351 
—Ninety  and  a  Hundred  50, 


A  Hundred  and  Two  o 

A  Hundred  and  Three  o 

A  Hundred  and  Four  a 

A  Hundred  and  Five  o 

A  Hundred  and  Seven  o 


DISEASES. 
Bortive  andStill- 
born 

Abicefs 

Aged  I 

Ague 


A1 


Afthma  and  Ph 
fic 

ed-ridden  1 1 

leeding 
loody  Flux 
urften  and  Ri 
ture 

ancer  46 

anker  o 

hicken  Pox  1 
■hildbed  1 60 

holic,  Gripes,  twill¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  9 
old  ^ 

onfumption  5090 
onvulfions  4386 
Sough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  279 

iabet.es  o 


Dropfy 

869 

Mifcarriagc 

1 

CASUALTIES. 

-  Evil 

4 

Mortification 

220 

in>  Roken  Limbs  t 

Fever,  malignant  Fe¬ 

Palfy 

90 

'Q  Bruifed 

1 

ver,  Scarlet  Fever, 

Pleurify 

14 

Burnt 

29 

Spotted  Fever,  and 

Quinfy 

6 

Cramp 

1 

Purples 

2013 

Ralh 

0 

Drowned 

91 

Fiftula 

5 

Rheumatifm 

13 

Exceilive  Drink! 

ng  6 

Flux 

5 

Rickets 

1 

Executed  * 

6 

French  Pox 

33 

Riling  of  the  Lights  0 

Found  Dead 

7 

Gout 

53 

Scald  Head 

0 

F  radlured 

2 

Gravel, Strangury, and 

Scurvy 

6 

Frighted 

% 

Stone 

40 

Small  Pox 

1747 

Frozen 

0 

Grief 

9 

Sore  Throat 

x  0 

Killed  by  Falls 

and 

Head-Ach 

1 

Sores  and  Ulcers  12 

feveral  Other  Ac- 

Headmouldlhot, 

Hor- 

St.  Anthony’s 

Fire  2 

cidents 

51 

Ihoehead,  and  Wa¬ 

Stoppage  in  the  Sto- 

Killed  themfelves  26 

ter  in  the  Heat}  57 

mach 

7 

Locked  Jaw 

1 

Jaundice 

61 

Suddenly 

132 

Murdered 

8 

Impollhume 

0 

Surfeit 

0 

Overlaid 

0 

Inflammation 

220 

Swelling 

1 

Poifoned 

4 

Itch 

o' 

Teeth 

418 

Scalded 

3 

Leprofy 

0 

Thrulh 

38 

Smothered 

0 

Lethargy 

1 

Tympany 

1 

Starved 

2 

Livergrown 

3 

Vomiting  and  Loofe- 

Suffocated 

4 

Lunatick 

’5* 

nefs 

1 

Mealies 

156 

Worms 

8 

Total 

25a 

*  There  have  been  executed  in  Middlefex  and  Surry  37 ;  of  which  number  6  only  have 
been  reported  as  buried  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 
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7 ks  following  authentic  Extra&sdrom  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken  fret 
Accounts  colle&ed  from  the  CuEom<-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered  t 
Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Authorit 

of  Parliament. 


An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and  im 
ported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawback 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Tear  ended  the  $th  of  Ja 
nuary  1792.  a 


1791. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat 


EXPO 
British. 
Quarters. 
31,008 


J)°  Flour 


Rye  -  -  - 

Barley  -  r 

Malt  !-  **  r 

Oats  - 

Oatmeal 

Beans 

Pcafe  -  r 
Indian  Corn 

SCOTLAND, 
Wheat 
D°  Flour 
Barley  . 

D°,  hulled 
Malt  - 
Oats  - 
Oatmeal 
Groats 
Beans 

Peafe  -  r 
Bear  - 
Bifcuit 


ENGLAND. 

Wheat 


D°  Flour 


Rye 

Barley 

Oats  -  .  • 

Oatmeal 
Beans 
Peafe 

Wdian  Corn 


19,968 


2,343 

2,390 

34>4°9 
1 3,686 

569 
6,906 
;88 


5»3‘ 


3f5 

4 

J45 

f7«7 

918 

160 


R  T  E 

Foreign. 

Quarters. 

15,187 

cwcs.  qrs.  lbs. 

0^34  3  7 

qrs 


D. 


1,185 


957 

69 

1,000 


Bounties  find 
Drawbacks  paid, 
f.  .  s.  d \ 


1,246 

2,079 


R 


10 

37o 
57 
473 
4°  5 

M  P  O 
Quarters. 
357»999 

cwt.  qrs.lbs. 

113,258  1  7 

qrs. 

56,124 
43,7j8 
637,717 
1,251 
12,615 

1 ’939 

1,240  j 


>7,168  19  4§B( 
Drawbacks  N* 


> 


754  ,8  i°B 

Drawback  N 


T  E  D. 
Duties  received. 


£: 


d. 


>  15,56 1  18 


0 


IMPORTEl 
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SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  -  - 

)°  Flour 

ye  -  -  - 

Barley  *  - 
Oats 

Oatmeal  -  <* 

Datiheal 

Beans 

Peafe 


the  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  Standard  Wincheller  Bulhel,  for  the  Year  1791. 


I  M  P  O 

Quarters. 
72,798 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

1,517  3  25 

qrs. 

254 

■'  *74  *7 

115,530 
27,040 
bolls. 
9,0 1 5 
qrs. 
127 
45 


R  T  E  D. 
Duties  received. 

s.  d. 


>  3>H*  3  5 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

v 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s,  d. 

S . 

5  iof 

3  i* 

3  2} 

2  3i 

3  9i 

N.  B.  The  price  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  exv 
ceed,.and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans* 

Per  btifhel,  6d»  3d.  3d.  3^. 
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Tickets. 
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Exch. 

Bills. 

•  s  - 
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..  h  s  «  r)  «  v^Np-t  OO  ►-*  >-*>-!<SNN^MVO>,-itv<-i« 

.  -^V 

Navy 

Bills. 

!  Vl»w!cOMf»KHH|^nfooH!^-Ht|T}-H|rllM  ^losvjoo^l^l-lleohs  *-  is  htt  h 

1«  to  ,xifl'art't)W’dd 

[  loOs  wt+A^ HlepPU  Hood* 

New 

Ann. 

f  m}0>  |  |  H[car'|»M[^t.foOH|t}’MjC3M]fJ  »H|HHtrt 
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Old 

Ann, 
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>-v  0  O  On  *-i  ro  ON  to  ON  00  On  GO  O?0wOwHhOO0S  CNOO 

«  *+  »-n  **  NM  M  *4  *+  HH  *-t 

cr?  • 

-  c: 

-0  a 

-S  < 

fof-<t  Hl-+  infcoNv]-^  r'JoowIrt'AlrtwJos'Al''^ fAlooMl-J- Sjo*  . 
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India 

Stock. 
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STATE  of  the  BAROMETER  and  THERMOMETER,  for 

the  Year  1791. 

N.B  .—The  highejl  and  low  eft  Degree  at  which  the  Barometer  and 
Thermometer  ftood  in  each  Month  is  fet  down . 


Days. 

Barometer. 

Days. 

Thermometer.' 

January 

f  20 
[24 

m 

28 — 13. 
30—52. 

MM 

m 

3X« 

51* 

February 

U 

m 

m 

30—48. 

29 - 20. 

— 

It 

30. 

54* 

March 

m 

30—65. 

it 

}'! 

m 

61. 

(2  6 

mm 

29—75. 

m  ■ 

t  3 

* 

27. 

April 

r  16 

t  2t 

•  T 

m 

30—07. 

29 — 04. 

— 

|  3 

C  10 

im 

42. 

58. 

May 

\  8 

l  *3 

*  ■ 

3O—3O. 

29—55. 

S  4 

I27 

m 

+ 

45- 

62. 

June 

.. 

u 

- 

30 — 20. 
29—38. 

— 

\*9 

m 

50. 

74* 

J»iy 

j 

f  11 

- 

29 — 42. 

— 

l1* 

S8* 

1 

l  *5 

w 

30— 2S. 

l 

70, 

Augnft 

.. 

f  20 
[28 

mm 

30 — CO. 
29-^59. 

«- 

j'S 

t  3* 

•m 

>** 

73- 

55* 

September 

.. 

[16 

VBf 

at 

m 

29— 47. 

30 —  28* 

Z  - 

f  « 

t  20 

r~ 

• 

72. 

48. 

O&ober 

f  21 
[28 

m 

m 

28—85. 

30—48. 

— 

U 

* 

60. 

36* 

November 

[l8 

0t 

m 

30—18. 

28 — 70. 

— 

u 

■k 

m 

28. 

5I# 

December 

1 

\  4 

» 

28 — 89. 

mm 

24. 

i  *7 

mm 

30—35, 

l23 

45“ 

Principal 
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Principal  Public  Atts  paffed  in  the 

Firfi  SeJJton  of  the  Seventeenth 

P arliament  of  Great  Britain . 

Dec.  29,  1790. 

Land  tax  aft. 

Malt  duty  ad. 

,  Ad  for  an  additional  duty  on 
malt. 

Map.ch  23,  1791.  _  _ 

Mutiny  ad. 

Marine  mutiny  ad. 

April  i i. 

Ad  for  an  additional  duty  on  fu- 
gar. 

Militia  pay  and  cloathing  bill. 

June  6. 

Ad  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
duke  of  Clarence. 

Ad  for  new  duties  on  receipts, 
bills  of  exchange,'  &c. 

Ad  for  new  duties  on  game  certi¬ 
ficates. 

Ad  to  grant  a  compenfation  to 
the  officers  of  the  wine  licence  office, 
for  the  lofs  of  their  offices. 

Ad  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
filk  crapes  and  tiffanies  of  Italy. 

Ad  for  new  duties  on  tanned  goat 
and  fheep  fkins. 

Ad  to  allow  the  importation  of 
feal  Ikins,  cured  with  foreign  fait* 
for  a  limited  time,  free  of  duty. 


Ad  to  indemnify  all  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  carrying  into  execution 
an  order  of  council,  refpeding  the 
importation  of  falt-petre,  &c. 

Ad  to  amend  an  ad  28  George 
III.  for  regulating  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  B ritifh  colonies  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Ad  for  the  better  regulation  and 
government  of  fearhen  employed  in 
the  c  crafting  trade. 

Ad  for  eftablifhing  a  court  of  ci¬ 
vil  judicature  in  Newfoundland. 

Ad  for  allowing  a  farther  bounty 
on  pilchards. 

Ad  to  render  perfons  guilty  of 
petty- larceny  competent  witneffes. 

Ad  refpeding  the  powers  of  the 
governor-general  of  Bengal.  I  ' 4 

June  10. 

Ad  for  regulating  the  importa¬ 
tion  and  exportation  of  corn. 

Ad  to  make  farther  provilions  for 
the  government  of  the  province-  of 
Quebec. 

Ad  to  relieve  Roman  catholics 
from  certain  penalties  and  dilabi¬ 
lities. 

Ad  to  amend  the  ad  for  regulat¬ 
ing  the  Ihipping  of  flaves. 

Ad  to  proted  the  oyfter-filheries. 

Ad  for  the  better  regulation  of 
gaols.  • 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1791. 


NAVY. 

t  3  !  S 

December  7,  1790.  £.  s.  d. 

FOR  24,000  men,  including  4,800  marines  ■—  1,248,000  o  o 

December  13. 

Expences  of  the  late  armament  —  —  1,565,000  o  o 

May  16,  1791. 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  — *  —  —  689,395  13  4 

Extra  navy  —  —  —  506,010  o  o 


£,  4,008,405  13  4 


ARMY. 
December  13,  1790. 

Expences  of  the  late  armament  —  — 

Provifions  for  the  troops  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  In-  I 
dies,  in  confequence  thereof  —  —  j 

February  8,  1791. 

For  17,013  men,  as  guards  and  garrifons  — 

Forces  in  the  plantations  —  —  — 

Difference  between  the  Britifti  and  Irifti  eftablilhments 
Troops  in  the  Eaft  Indies  •  — 

Recruiting  land  forces  and  contingencies  — 

Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  —  — « 

General  and  ftaff  officers  — - .  — 

Allowance  to  the  pay-mafter-general,  &c.  Sec.  — 

March  29. 

Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines  — 

Ditto  of  independent  companies  — - 

Ditto  horfe  guards  —  —  — 

Ditto  officers  of  Britifti  American  forces  — 1  — 

Allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  ditto  *— 
Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States-general  — 
Widows  penfiors  —  — -  - 

Chelfea  penfioners  — .  — *  — * 

Scotch  roads  and  bridges  «—  «—  — 

Vo^xxxnx.-  *i 


■  £■ 

s. 

d. 

64,000 

0 

0 

41,000 

0 

0 

570,499 

1 1 

Z2, 

329>544 

IO 

O 

8,487 

IO 

7 

n  >43  5 

12 

64,500 

O 

0 

55,55 1 

14 

5i 

6,409 

8 

0 

63,276 

5 

8 

153,287  5 

10,000  o 
212  14 
55,092  IO 
4,907  IQ 
3,l6l 
9,710 
174,167 
5,911 


5 

O 

n 

t 

Q 

O 

IO 

3 

3 


10 

4 
4 
4  3 
Heffiah 
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£•  '*■  2 

Heflian  fubfidy  —  —  — .  36,093  15  a 

Extraordinaries  —  —  —  335>234  18  o 

May  1 6. 

Augmentation  of  a  corps  of  foot  in,  New  South?  Wales  2.754  5  8| 

_  .  _ _ 

£■  »>967>237  *5  >1 


ORDNANCE. 


Dec.  13,  1790. 

Experfces  of  the  late  armament  '  —  — 

February  8,  1791. 

Ordnance,  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1783,  not  provided  for 
Ditto,  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1789  — 

Ditto,  fea  fervice,  ditto  —  —  — 

Ditto,  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1790  — 

Ditto,  for  1 791 


jC'  d. 
151,000  o  o 

3,857  5  1 

30,613  19  i 
25,278  12  o 

2>*59  4  5 
381,769  18  3 


L  . 


£.  594,678  18  10 


MILITIA. 

Fay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  — 


—  £■  95>3 1 1  0  ° 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES, 


December  7,  1790. 
For  paying  of  exchequer  bills  — 

April  18,  1791. 

American  and  Eali  Florida  fuferers  — - 

April  19. 

For  paying  of  exchequer  bills  •— 

Catwatcr  harbour  —  — 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia  — 

Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick  —  — 

Ditto  of  St.  John’s  ifland  — • 

Ditto  of  Cape  Breton  —  — « 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  - —  — 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  iflands  — 

Chief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  iflands 
Ditto  of  Dominica  —  — 

Civil  eflablifhment  of  New  South  Wales 

April  21. 

-Soinerfet  houfe  —  — - 


3,500,000 

O 

0 

324,124 

6 

,1 

3,000,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

6,376 

U 

6 

4,400 

0 

0 

1,840 

0 

0 

2,100 

0 

0 

I,l82 

10 

0 

4,180 

0 

0 

580 

9 

0 

60O 

0 

0 

4,758 

6 

3i 

25,000 

0 

O 

May 
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US 


May  12. 

Profecution  of  offenders  againll  the  coin  laws  — 
Extraordinary  expences  of  the  mint  —  — 

African  forts  —  — •  —  «— 

May  19. 

To  the  prince  of  Wales,  to  difcharge  a  debt  for  ftone- 
mafons  work  — -  —  — 

To  Mr.  Cotton,  for  American  fufferers  — 

Ditto,  to  pay  fees  for  receipts  of  money  for  compenfa- 
tion  to  the  loyalifts  of  Georgia  '  —  — 

Ditto,  to  pay  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  — -  — 

Purchafe  of  hemp-feed  for  Canada  —  — 

Arrears  of  contingencies  due  from  the  auditors  office  — 
Provifions  for  New  South  Wales  —  — 

Convi&s  on  the  Thames  • —  — 

Ditto  at  Plymouth  —  —  — 

Addrefs  money  —  —  — - 

Expences  of  Mr.  Haftings’s  profecution  —  — - 

Secretary  of  commiffioners  for  regulating  the  Ihipping 
of  Haves  —  — .  ,  — 

Board  of  land  revenue  —  —  — 

Secretary  of  commiffioners  for  the  American  loyalifts 
Arrears  of  the  falary  of  Mr.  Johnfton,  formerly  gover¬ 
nor  of  North  Carolina  —  — 

Commiffioners  of  American  loyallfts  —  — 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida  fufferers  —  — 

May  21. 

For  money  iffued  out  of  the  civil  lift  for  the  duke  of 
Clarence  —  —  —  - — 

To  difcharge  the  annuity  due  to  the  late  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  —  —  — - 

A  claim  of  the  fons  of  the  late  Bey  of  Algiers  — - 


£m 

s. 

d. 

1,565 

0 

3 

12,016 

18 

T\ 

13,000 

0 

& 

3,500 

0 

0 

31,000 

0 

0 

D271 

17 

0 

775 

18 

766  1 6 

6 

4>z37 

4 

1 

±9,613 

1 

8 

41,716 

10 

7 

10,849 

1 

6 

67,948 

12 

10 

14,153 

3 

9. 

500 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

3,600 

0 

0 

2,018 

*9 

2 

24,000 

0 

0 

5,100 

0 

0 

3  4, 2  TO 

5 

0 

1,546 

7 

10 

6,762 

*9 

0 

91,294 

16 

4! 

Deficiency  of  grants  for  1790 


DEFICIENCY. 

April  19. 


207,728  3  1 


Navy  —  — ■ 

Army  —  — 

Ordnance  — - 

Militia  — -  — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices 
Deficiency  — 


4,008,405  13  4 

i>967>2 37  lS 
59  4,678  18  10 

95>311  0  0 
7,191.294  16  4 1 

207,723  3  1 


£■  14,064,656  6  9* 

.  — _ _ _ — .. 

*  I  2 

■  •  1 


WATS 


I 


ii  6*  ANNUAL  R  EG  IS  TER,  1791. 

WATS  and  MEANS  for  raifeng  the  above  Supplies ,  granted  to  his 

Majejiy  for  the  Tear  179 1. 


Land  Tax 


December  9,  1790. 
December  16. 

Exchequer  bills  —  — 

Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  on  April  5 
Malt  duty  —  — 

April  18,  1791. 

Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  on  April  5 

April  19. 

Part  of  interefl  on  foreign  fecret-fervice  money 

May  17. 

To  be  lent,  without  interefl:,  by  the  bank 

May  19. 

Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  — 

Profit  in  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  16/.  2  s.  6  d. 
Exchequer  bills  —  — • 

Surplus  of  hemp  and  flax  bounty  money  — 


w 

w 

I 


Total  Ways  and  Means 
Total  Supplies  — 


—  2,000,000  O  O 

—  1,833,000  o  o 

—  1,300,000  o  © 

—  750,000  o  o 

—  303,221  9  of 

—  .  4,026  6  o 

—  500,000  o  o 

—  2,375,000  o  o 

—  306,250  o  o 

—  5,500,000  o  o 

—  10,137  4  O 

—  14,881,634  19  of 

—  14,064,656  6  9f 


Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means  —•  yh  816,978  12  3 


Art 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  Customs, 
Excise,  Stamps,  and  Incidents,  between  the  6th  Day  of  January 
1790,  to  the  5th  Day  of  January  1791,  both  Days  incluiive. 


\ 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

— 

3,784,974 

0 

if 

— 

7jI54>735 

2 

9z 

nrl 

L33M  3° 

\3 

h 

_ 

4 

14,897 

5 

— 

624 

1 

2 

— 

960 

0 

0 

— 

3 

16 

8 

— 

2,767 

5 

4 

— 

40 

0 

0 

— 

6 

13 

’4 

— 

196,000 

0 

0 

— 

44,440 

0 

0 

— 

47**35 

IS 

4 

— 

360,65 1 

17 

9i 

— 

123,970 

14 

4i 

— 

4,169 

1 

— 

12,700 

0 

0 

— 

15,000 

0 

0 

— 

4>587 

£ 

lof 

— 

1 0,0 1 4 

l8 

5 

— 

88,929 

7 

of 

— 

28,464 

5 

1 0-1 

— 

141,055 

15 

of- 

— 

29,803 

3 

ii 

— 

98,621 

6 

°i 

— 

14,596 

1 1 

4 

— 

9>734 

16 

if 

— 

6,142 

18 

H 

— 

4 

10 

0 

— 

156,000 

0 

0 

389,417 

19 

r 

— 

1,800,739 

3 

Si 

:} 

14,072,978 

9 

n 

Robe 

r  t  Jennings. 

STATE 

Customs  —  —  — 

Excise  —  —  — 

Stamps  —  —  — 

.**  >  •  •  » 

Incidents. 

Seizures,  anno  1760  —  — - 

Proffers,  D°  —  —  — . 

Alum  mine,  D°  —  — 

Compofitions,  D°  —  — 

Alienation  duty,  D°  —  — 

Fines  and  forfeitures,  D®  —  — 

Rent  of  a  light-houfe,  D°  — 

Letter  money,  D°  —  — 

6 d.  per  lib.  on  penfions,  24th  June  1721 
I  deduction  on  falaries,  5th  April  1758 
Houfes  and  windows,  10th  Odtober  1766 
Houfes,  5th  April  1778  —  — 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  5th  July  1710 
Hackney  coaches,  id  Auguft  17 11 


—  —  1784  —  — 


D°, 

Fird  fruits  of  the  Clergy 
Tenths  of  the  Clergy  *—  — 

Male  fervants,  anno  1785  — 

Female  DJ  «—•  D°  —  v  — 

Four-wheel  carriages,  D®  —  — 

Two-wheel  D®  D®  —  — 

Hori'es,  —  D°  —  — 

Waggons,  —  D°  —  — 

Carts,  —  D°  — 

Shops,  —  D°  —  — 

Male  Servants,  1777  (arrears)  — 

Confol.  Letter  Money,  anno  1787 
D°,  Salt  D°  —  —  — 

Total  of  Incidents  —  — - 


and  Incidents 


Exchequer, 
aid  March,  1791. 


* I  3 
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STATE 


I  \ 

His  Majcfty's  mof  gracious  Speech  to 
heth  HouJ'es  of  Parliament,  on  the 
opening  of  the  Sefjion  af  Parliament, 
November  26th,  1 790. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

T  is  a  great  fatisfadtion  to  me 
to  inform  you,  that  the  diffe¬ 
rences  which  had  arifen  between  me 
and  the  court  of  Spain,  have  happi¬ 
ly  been  brought  to  an  amicable  ter¬ 
mination. 

I  have  ordered,  copies  of  the  de¬ 
clarations  exchanged  between  my 
ambaffador  and  the  minifler  of  the 
Catholic  King,  and  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  has  fince  been  concluded, 
to  be  laid  before  you. 

The  obje&s  which  I  have  pro- 
pofed  to  myfelfin  the  whole  of  this 
tranfa&ion,  have  been  to  obtain  a 
fuitable  reparation  for  the  adt  of 
violence  committed  at  Mootka,  and 

0  7 

to  remove  the  grounds  of  fimilar 
difputes  in  future;  as  well  as  to  fe- 
Cure  to  my  fubjedts  the  exercife  of 
their  navigation,  commerce,  and 
fffheries  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world 
which  were  the  fubjedt  of  difeuf- 
fion. 

The  zeal  and  public  fpirit  mani- 
feffed  by  all  ranks  of  my  fubjecls, 
and  the  difpofition  and  condudl  of 
my  allies,  had  left  me  no  room 
to  doub:  of  the  moll  vigorous  and 
effedlual  fupport ;  but  no  event 
could  have  afforded  me  fo  much  fa- 
dsfadtion,  as  the  attainment  of  the 
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objedls  which  I  had  in  vie  * ,  without 
any  adtual  interruption  of  the  blef- 
lings  of  peace. 

Since  the  laft  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  a  foundation  has  been  laid  for 
a  pacification  between  Auftria  and 
the  Porte,  and  1  am  now  employing 
my  mediation,  in  conjundtion  with 
my  allies,  for  the  purpofe  of  nego- 
ciating  a  definitive  treaty  between 
thofe  powers,  and  of  endeavouring 
to  put  an  end  to  the  diffentions  in 
the  Netherlands,  in  whofe  fituation 
I  am  necelfarily  concerned,  from 
confiderations  of  national  intereft, 
as  well  as  from  the  engagements  of 
treaties. 

A  feparate  peace  has  taken  place 
between  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  but  the 
war  between  the  former  of  thofe 
powers  and  the  Porte  Hill  continues. 
The  principles  on  which  1  have  hi¬ 
therto  adted,  will  make  me  always 
defirous  of  employing  the  weight 
and  influence  of  this  country  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  refleration  of  gene¬ 
ral  tranquillity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  accounts  of 
the  expences  of  the  late  armaments, 
and  the  effimates  for  the  enfuing 
year,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Painful  as  it  is  to  me,  at  all  times, 
to  fee  any  increafe  of  the  public 
burthens,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  the 
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extent  of  our  preparations  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  a  due  regard  to  the  exift- 
ing  circumdances  j  and  that  you  will 
reflect  with  pleafure  on  fo  ftrikinga 
proof  of  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  liberal  fupplies  granted 
lince  the  lad  peace  for  the  naval  fer- 
vice.  I  rely  on  your  Zealand  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit  to  make  due  provifion  for 
defraying  the  charges  incurred  by 
this  armament,  and  for  fupporting 
the  feveral  branches  of  the  public 
fervice  on  fuch  a  footing  as  the  ge¬ 
neral  fituation  of  affairs  may  appear 
to  require.  You  will  at  the  fame 
time,  I  am  perfuaded,  fhew  your 
determination  invariably  to  perfe- 
vere  in  that  fyflem  which  has  fo  ef¬ 
fectually  confirmed  and  maintained 
the  public  credit  of  the  nation.  * 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

You  will  have  obferved  with  con¬ 
cern  the  interruption  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  tranquillity  of 
our  Indian  poffeflions,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unprovoked  attack  on 
an  ally  of  the  Britifh  nation.  The 
refpeCtable  fate,  however,  of  the 
forces  under  the  direction  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  there,  and  the  confidence 
in  the  Britifh  name,  which  the  fyf¬ 
tem  prefcribed  by  parliament  has 
eftablifhed  among  the  native  powers 
jn  India,  afford  the  ifioft  favourable 
profpeCt  of  bringing  the  contefl  to  a 
fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  conclufion.  - 

I  think  it  neceffary  particularly  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  you  to  confider  of  fuch 
regulations  for  its  government,  as 
the  prefent  circumftances  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  province  may  appear 
to  require. 

I  am  fatisfied  that  I  fhall,  on 
every  occafion,  receive  the  fufeft 
proofs  of  your  zealous  and  affection- 
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ate  attachment,  which  cannot  but 
afford  me  peculiar  fatisfaCtion,  after 
fo  recent  an  opportunity  of  collecting 
the  immediate  fenfe  of  my  peo¬ 
ple. 

You  may  be  affured  that  I  defiire 
nothing  fo  much  on  my  part,  as  to 
cultivate  an  entire  hallnony  and 
confidence  between  me  and  my  par¬ 
liament,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferv- 
ing  and  tranfmitting  to  poiterity  the 
invaluable  bleffings  of  our  free  and 
excellent  conftitution,  and  of  con¬ 
curring  with  you  in  every  meafure 
which  .can  maintain  the  advantages 
of  our  prefent  fituation,  and  promote 
and  augment  the  profperity  and 
happinefs  of  my  faithful  fubjeCls, 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament 
ajjhnbled .  December  if,  179Q. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefly’s  mod  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  par¬ 
liament  affcmbled,  return  your  ma- 
jefly  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne. 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  condole  with 
your  majedy  on  the  Jofs  your  ma-r 
jedy  and  your  royal  family  have 
fudained,  by  the  death  of  his  late 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  whofe  many  amiable  qualities, 
as  they  had  endeared’ him  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  cannot  but  excite  univerfal  re¬ 
gret  for  his  untimely  lofs. 

It  is  with  the  fincered  joy.that  we 
receive  from  your  majedy  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  differences  which 
had  fubdded  between  your  majedy 
and  the  court  of  Spain,  having  been 
happily  brought  to  an  amicable  ter* 
nunation ;  and  at  the  fame  time  thati 
*  X  4.  we 
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We  offer  to  your  majefty  our  hearty 
congratulations  on  To  happy  and 
important  an  event,  we  beg  leave 
to  return  your  majefty  our  thanks, 
for  having  been  gracioully  pleafed 
to  order  copies  of  the  declarations 
exchangecLbetween  your  majefty’s 
ambaffador and  the  minifter  of  the 
Catholic  King,  and  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  has  fince  been  concluded, 
to  be  laid  before  us. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  higheft 
gratitude,  your  majefty’s  paternal 
.care  for  the  national  honour,  and 
for  the  interefts  of  your  people, 
manifefted  by  your  majefty,  in  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  whole  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  made  it  your  objedt  to  obtain 
a  fuitable  reparation  for  the  adt  of 
violence  committed  at  Nootka,  and 
to  remove  the  grounds  of  fimilar 
difputes  in  future,  as  well  as  to  fe- 
cure  to  your  majefty’s  fubjedts  the 
exercife  of  their  navigation,  com¬ 
merce,  and  fifheries,  in  thofe  parts 
of  the  world  which  were  the  fubjedl 
of  difcuffion. 

We  are  truly  fenftble  of  the  ap¬ 
probation  your  majefty  is  gracioully 
pleafed  to  exprefs  of  the  zeal  and 
public  fpirit  manifefted  by  all  ranks 
of  your  majefty’s  fubjedts;  and  we 
learn,  with  fincere  pleafure,  that 
the  difpofttion  and  condudt  of  your 
majefty’s  allies  had  left  your  majef¬ 
ty  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  moft  vi¬ 
gorous  and  effectual  fupport :  but 
we  moft  heartily  unite  with  your 
majefty  in  declaring,  that  nothing 
could  afford  us  fo  much  fatisfadtion 
as  the  attainment  of  the  objedts 
Which  your  majefty  had  in  view, 
without  any  adlual  interruption  of 
the  bleffings  of  peace. 

We  beg  leave  to  affure  your  ma- 
j*efty  of  the  fincere  pleafure  we  feel 
in  learning  that  a  foundation  has 
been  laid  tor  a  pacification  between 


Auftria  and  the  Porte,  and  that 
your  majefty  is  now  employing 
your  mediation,  in  conjundtion  with 
your  allies,  for  the  purpofe  of  ne¬ 
gotiating  a  definitive  treaty  be¬ 
tween  thofe  powers,  and  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  put  an  end  to  the  diften- 
tions  in  the  Netherlands,  in  whofe 
fituation  your  majefty,  in  your  great 
goodnefs,  has  been  pleafed  to  de¬ 
clare  you  are  neceftarily  concerned, 
from  confiderations  of  national  in- 
tereft,  as  well  as  from  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  treaties ;  and  we  beg  leave 
to  allure  your  majefty  of  our  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  benevolent  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  your  majefty  has 
hitherto  adled,  and  in  fuch  meafures 
as  your  majefty,  in  your  wifdom, 
fhall  think  proper  to  purfue  for  em¬ 
ploying  the  weight  and  influence  of 
this  country  in  contributing  to' the 
reftoration  of  general  tranquillity. 

Convinced  as  we  are  that  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  late  preparations  was 
dictated  by  a  due  regard  to  the  ex- 
ifting  circumftances,  we  refiedt  with 
the  higheft  pleafure  on  fo  ftriking  a 
proof  of  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  liberal  fupplies  granted 
fince  the  laft  peace,  for  the  naval 
fervice;  and  we  beg  leave  to  affure 
your  majefty  of  our  utmoft  readinefs 
to  concur  in  making  due  provifion 
for  defraying  the  charges  incurred 
by  this  armament,  and  for  fupport- 
ing  the  feveral  branches  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  on  fuch  a  footing  as  the 
general  fituation  of  affairs  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  require,  as  well  as  for  the 
invariable  adherence  to  that  fyftem 
which  has  fo  effedtually  confirmed 
and  maintained  the  public  credit  of 
the  nation. 

The  interruption  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  tranquillity  of  our  In¬ 
dian  pofleffions,  in  confequence  of 
the  unprovoked  attack  on  an  ally 
Q  Of 
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of  the  Britifh  nation,  has  afforded  us 
much  concern;  we  reflect,  however, 
with  fincere  Satisfaction,  on  the  re- 
fpeCtable  flate  of  the  Britifh  force 
Under  the  direction  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  there,  and  on  the  confidence 
in  the  Britifh  name,  which  the  fyftern 
refcribed  by  parliament  has  efla- 
lifhed  among  the  native  powers 
in  India,  as  affording  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  profpedl  of  bringing  the 
contefl  to  a  Speedy  and  fuccefsful 
conclufion. 

We  beg  leave  to  affure  your  ma- 
jefly,  that  we  fhall  bellow  the  moft 
particular  attention  to  the  flate  of 
the  province  of  Quebec  ;  and  to  the 
consideration  of  Such  regulations  for 
its  government  as  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  and  condition  of  the 
province  may  appear  to  require. 

Confcious  as  we  are  of  the  inef- 
timable  bleffings  we  enjoy  under 
your  majefty’s  mild  and  aufpicious 
government,  we  beg  leave  with 
grateful  hearts  to  affure  your  majef- 
ty  of  our  molt  zealous  and  affeCtion- 
ate  attachment,  and  of  our  firm  re¬ 
liance  on  your  majefty’s  moft  gra¬ 
cious  affurances  of  your  defire  to 
cultivate  an  entire  harmony  and 
confidence  between  yourfelf  and 
your  parliament,  in  which  we  fhall 
ever  moft  cordially  unite,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferving  and  transmit¬ 
ting  to  pofterity  the  invaluable  blef- 
lings  of  our  free  and  excellent  con- 
llitution,  and  of  concurring  with 
your  majefty  in  every  meafure  which 
can  maintain  the  advantages  of  our 
prefent  Situation,  can  promote  and 
augment  the  profperity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  majefty’s  Subjects,  or 
can  evince  the  juft  and  grateful 
Senfe  we  entertain  of  your  majefty’s 
paternal  regard  and  watchful  care 
for  the  rights,  interefts,  and  welfare 
of  your  faithful  people. 


* 

fo  which  addrefs ,  his  majefty  was 
p  leafed  to  return  the  following  moft 
gracious  anftwer  : 

My  Lords, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this 
dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs.  Your 
condolance  on  the  lofs  I  have  fuf- 
tained,  by  the  death  of  my  late  bro¬ 
ther  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  is  an 
addi  tional  proof  of  your  attachment 
to  my  perfon  and  family. 

Your  congratulations  on  the  ami¬ 
cable  termination  of  the  differences 
which  had  fubfiited  between  me  and 
the  court  of  Spain,  are  extremely 
acceptable  to  me ;  and  your  con¬ 
currence  with  my  wifhes  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  utmoft  harmony  between 
me  and  my  parliament,  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  Satisfaction  to  me,  as  affording 
the  beft  grounded  hopes  of  preserv¬ 
ing  inviolate  our  excellent  confuta¬ 
tion,  and  of  courfe  contributing  ef- 
fentially  to  the  general  profperity  cf 
my  Subjects. 


*The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain ,  in  Parliament  aJJ'em - 
bled ,  Dec.  2d ,  1790. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  parlia¬ 
ment  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  majefty  our  humble  and  hearty 
thanks,  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  cannot  omit  taking  the  firfl 
opportunity  to  offer  to  your  majefty 
our  fincere  condolence  on  the  lofs 
which  your  majefty  has  Sustained,  by 
the  untimely  death  of  your  royal  bro¬ 
ther,  the  J ate  duke  of  Cumberland. 

It  affords  us  the  greateit  Satisfac¬ 
tion  that  the  differences  which  had 
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arifen  between  your  majelly  and  the 
court  of  Spain,  have  happily  been 
brought  to  an  amicable  termination  ; 
and  we  are  grateful  for  your  majelty’s 
goodnefs,  in  having  ordered  copies 
of  the  declaration  exchanged  be¬ 
tween  your  majelty’s  ambaffador 
and  the  miniiter  of  the  Catholic 
King,  and  of  the  convention  which 
has  Since  been  concluded,  to  be  laid 
before  us. 

Nothing  can  more  evince  your 
majefiy’s  moderation,  wifdom,  and 
juftice,  than/  your  having  been 
plcafed  to  dired  your  attention,  in 
the  whole  of  this  tranfadion,  to  the 
ohjeds  of  obtaining  a  fuitable  repa¬ 
ration  for  the  ad  of  violence  com¬ 
mitted  at  Nootka,  and  of  remqving 
the  grounds  of  fimilar  difputes  in 
future,  as  well  as  of  fecuring  to  your 
fubjeds  the  exercife  of  their  naviga¬ 
tion,  commerce,  and  fifheries,  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world  which  were 
the  fubjed  of  the  difeuffion. 

It  gives  us  the  greatell  pleasure 
to  be  informed,  that  the  dilpofition 
and  condud  of  your  majelty’s  allies 
concurred  with  the  zeal  and  public 
fpirit  fo  naturally  manifefled  by  all 
ranks  of  your  fubjeds,  in  inftiring  to 
your  majelty  the  molt  vigorous  and 
effedual  fupport:  we  are,  at  the 
fame  time,  fully  fenfible  that  no 
event  could  have  been  fo  fatisfadory 
as  the  attainment  of  the  objeds 
which  your  majelty  had  in  view, 
without  any  adual  interruption  of 
the  Meltings  of  peace. 

We  are  happy  to  learn,  that  a 
foundation  has  been  laid  for  a  paci¬ 
fication  between  Aultria  and  the 
Porte,  and  that  your  majelty  has 
employed  your  mediation,  in  con- 
jundion  with  your  allies,  for  the 
purpofe  of  negociating  a  definitive 
treaty  between  thofe  powers,  and  of 
endeavouring  to  put  an  end  to  the 


dilfentions  in  the  Netherlands;  and 
we  fhall,  at  all  times,  rejoice  in  fee¬ 
ing  the  weight  and  influence  of  this 
country  direded  to  the  wife  and  be¬ 
nevolent  objed  of  contributing  to 
the  reftoration  of  general  tranquil¬ 
lity. 

Your  faithful  commons  are  deep¬ 
ly  fenfible  of  your  majefiy’s  paternal 
gcodnefs  to  your  people,  which  leads 
your  majelly  to  regret  any  Gccafion 
of  increafing  the  public  burthens : 
we  are  fully  aware  of  the  policy  and 
prudence  of  vigorous  preparations, 
under  the  circumftances  which  late¬ 
ly  exified :  and  we  cannot  but  re¬ 
fled,  with  great  fatisfadion,  on  the 
linking  proof  which  has  been  given 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
liberal  fupplies  granted,  firce  the 
lull  peace,  for  the  naval  fervice. 

Your  majelly  may  be  allured  of 
cur'  readinefs  to  make  due  provh 
fion  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
the  late  armament,  and  for  lupporU 
ing  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
public  fervice,  on  fuch  a  footing  as 
the  general  fituation  of  affairs  may 
appear  to  require ;  and  of  our 
being,  at  the  fame  time,  peculiarly 
defirous  of  fhewing,  in  the  ftrongeit 
manner,  our  determination  invaria¬ 
bly  to  perfevere  in  that  fyffem  which 
has  fo  effedual! y  confirmed  and 
maintained  the  public  credit  of  the 
nation.  •  * 

We  have  obferved,  with  concern, 
the  interruption  which  has  taken' 
place  in  the  tranquillity  of  our  In¬ 
dian  poflefiions;  but  it  affords  us 
great  fatisfadion  to  be  infos med 
tnat  your  majelly  fees  fo  favourable 
a  profpedof  bringing  the  conteff  to 
a  Ipeedy  and  iuccefsful  conclusion. 

Our  particular  attention  fhall  be 
direded  to  the  Hate  of  the  province 
of  Quebec  ;  and  we  fhall  carefully 
confider  of  fuch  regulations  for  its 
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government  as  the  prefent  circum- 
liances  and  condition  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  may  render  expedient. 

We  Ihould  not  faithfully  reprefent 
the  fentiments  of  a  loyal  and  grate¬ 
ful  people,  if  we  were  not  to  feek 
every  opportunity  of  affording  your 
jnajedy  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
of  our  zealous  and  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment.  If  any  confideration 
could  increafe  the  warmth  of  t'.ofe 
fentiments,  it  would  be  derived 
from  your  majedy's  gracious  de¬ 
claration  of  your  delire  to  cukivate 
an  entire  harmony  and  confidence 
with  your  parliament,  for  purposes 
which  mull  endear  Hill  more  your 
majedy’s  name  to  the  prefent  age, 
and  to  pofterity,  as  long  as  there  re¬ 
mains  a  due  fenfe  of  the  invaluable 
bleffings  of  our  free  and  excellent 
conilitution,  and  of  the  numerous 
and  increaling  advantages  which 
your  lubjeCts  enjoy  under  your  ma- 
jefty’s  mild  and  aufpicious  govern¬ 
ment. 

To  this  his  Majefy  returned  the  follow¬ 
ing  mojt  gracious  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  warmed  thanks 
for  this  very  loyal  addrefs. 

Nothing  can  afford  me  more  fa- 
tisfa&ion  than  the  cordial  affurances 
which  you  give  me  of  your  affection¬ 
ate  attachment  to  my  perfon  and 
government,  and  of  your  zealous 
regard  for  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  intereit  and  pro- 
fperity  of  my  people. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  prefent ing  certain  Bills 
to  his  Majefy ,  December  29th, 
1790, 
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Molt  gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR.  faithful  commons  attend 
your  majedy  with  fundry  bills 
of  iupply,  which  they  have  palled 
for  the  public  fervice. 

A  large  part  of  this  fupply  has 
been  granted  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  into  execution  a  meafure, 
the  principle  of  which  has  received 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  your 
commons.  Actuated  by  a  generous 
and  wife  policy,  they  have  facrificed 
the  confideration  s  of  temporary  con¬ 
venience,  to  thoie  which  arile  from 
a  juft  regard  to  the  permanent  in- 
i.erefts  of  thefe  kingdoms.  They 
have  accordingly  provided  for  the 
complete  and  fpeedy  difeharge  of 
the  expences  recently  incurred  in 
lupport  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
your  majedy’s  crown,  and  the  rights 
of  your  fubje&s,  without  any  lading 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  or  any 
embarraffment  to  that  lydem  which 
has  fo  effectually  fultained  and  ad¬ 
vanced  the  public  credit  of  the 
country. 

Your  commons.  Sire,  are  induced 
to  hope,  that  their  conduCl  on  this 
occafion  will  operate  as  a  falutary 
example  to  future  times;  and  that 
its  immediate  effeCt  will  be  to  eda- 
blilh  an  univerfal  conviction  of  the 
internal  drength  and  abundant  re- 
fources  of  this  country,  and  confe- 
quently  to  afford  an  additional  fe- 
curity  for  the  continuance  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace.  A  meafure, 
which  is  the  refult  of  fuch  motives, 
and  which  leads  to  fuch  confequen- 
ces,  your  commons  are  perfuaded, 
cannot  fail  to  receive  your  majedy’s 
mod  gracious  approbation. 


Meffage  from  his  Majefy  to  both  Houfe s 
of  Parliament iFebruary  2  5/^,  1791, 

relative 
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relative  to  a  pfopofed  Divifton  of 
Canada,  and  to  the  Ejlablijkment 
cf  o,  Government  in  the  divided  Pro¬ 
vinces . 

George  R. 

I S  majeily  thinks  it  proper  to 
afquaint  parliament,  that  it 
appears  to  his  majeily,  that  it  would 
l>e  for  the  benefit  of  his  .majelly’s 
fubjedls  in  his  province  of  Quebec, 
that  the  fame  Ihould  be  divided  into 
two  feparate  provinces,  to  be  called 
the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada ; 
and  that  it  is  accordingly  his  majef- 
ty’s  intention  fo  to  divide  the  fame, 
■whenever  his  majeily  fhall  be  en¬ 
abled,  by  adl  of  parliament,  to  ellab- 
]ifh  the  necefiary  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  laid  provinces. 
His  majeily  therefore  recommends 
this  obj.edl  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament. 

His  majeily  alfo  recommends  it 
to  parliament  to  conlider  of  fuch 
provilions  as  may  be  necefiary  to 
enable  his  majeily  to  make  a  perma¬ 
nent  appropriation  of  lands  in  the 
faid  provinces,  for  the  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  a  proteliant  clergy 
within  the  fame,  in  proportion  to 
fuch  lands  as  have  already  been 
granted  within  the  fame  by  his  ma¬ 
jeily;  and  it  is  his  majelly’s  defire 
that  fuch  provifion  may  be  made, 
with  refpedl  to  all  future  grants  of 
land  within  the  faid  provinces  re- 
fpediively,  as  may  bell  conduce  to  the 
fame  objedl,  in  proportion  to  fuch 
increafe  as  may  happen  in  the  popu¬ 
lation  and  cultivation  of  the  laid 
provinces;  and  for  this  purpofe  his 
majeily  confents  that  fuch  provi- 
fions  or  regulations  may  be  made 
by  parliament,  refpedling  all  future 
grants  of  lands  to  be  made  by  his 
majeily  within  the  faid  provinces, 
as  parliament  lhall  think  fit. 


Me //age  from  his  Majefty  to  hath 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  March  28  thx 
1791,  relative  to  an  Augmentation 
cf  the  Naval  Force  of  the  King - 
do?n. 

George  R. 

HIS  majeily  thinks  it  necefiary 
to  acquaint  parliament,  that 
the  endeavours  which  his  majeily 
has  ufed,  in  conjundlion  with  his  al¬ 
lies,  to  effedt  a  pacification  between 
Rufiia  s&dthe  Porte,  having  hither¬ 
to  been  unfuccefsful,  and -the  confe- 
quences  which  may  arife  from  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  war  being 
highly  important  to  the  interefts  of 
his  majeily  and  his  allies,  and  to 
thofe  of  Europe  in  general,  his  ma¬ 
jeily  judges  it  requifite,  in  order  to 
add  weight  to  his  reprefentations, 
to  make  forne  farther  augmentation 
of  his  naval  force  ;  and  his  majeily 
relies  on  the  zeal  and  affedtion  of 
parliament  that  it  will  be  ready  to 
make  good  fuch  additional  expence 
as  may  be  incurred  by  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting 
the  interells  of  his  majelly’s  king¬ 
dom,  and  of  contributing  to  the  re- 
lloration  of  general  tranquillity  on 
a  fee  are  and  Tailing  foundation. 


Meffage  fro?n  his  Maje/ly  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  May  1 8th, 
1791,  relative  to  the  Eft abli foment 
of  the  younger  Branches  of  the  Royal 
Family. 

George  R. 

IS  majeily,  finding  that  the 
additional  charges  incurred 
on  account  of  the  ellablilhment  of 
the  younger  branches  of  his  royal 
family,  cannot  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  monies  applicable  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  his  majelly’s  civil  govern¬ 
ment's  under  the  necefiity  of  defiring 

the 
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the  afliftance  of  parliament  for  this 
purpofe ;  and  his  majefty  relies  on 
the  affeCtion  of  parliament,  that  it 
will  make  fuch  provifion  as  the  cir- 
cum Ranees  may  appear  to  them  to 
require. 


His  Majefty' s  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 

Parliament ,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Sef- 
fion,  June  loth,  1 79 1. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

N  doling  the  prefent  fefiion  of 
parliament,  I  cannot  omit  ex- 
preffmg  my  fatis  faCtion  in  thaty  zeal 
for  the  public  interefis  with  which 
you  have  applied  yourfelves  to  the 
confideration  of  the  different  ob¬ 
jects’ which  I  recommended  to  your 
attention. 

The  meafures  which  have  been 
adopted  for  defraying  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  expences  of  the  lafl  year, 
in  £uch  a  manner  as  not  to  make 
any  permanent  addition  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  burthens,  and  the  provifions 
which  have  been  made  for  the  good 
government  and  profperity  of  my 
fubjeCts  in  Canada,  call  for  my  par¬ 
ticular  acknowledgments. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the 
readinefs  with  which  you  have 
granted  the  fupplies  necelfary  for 
the  public  fervice,  and  for  the  proof 
of  your  affectionate  attachment,  in 
enabling  me  to  provide  for  a  part  of 
the  charges  of  the  younger  branch¬ 
es  of  my  family,  out  of  the  confoli,- 
dated  fund. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  inform 
you  of  the  refult  of  the  fteps  which 
X  have  taken  with  a  view  to  the  re- 
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eftablifhment  of  peace  between  Ruf- 
fia  and  the  Porte :  it  is  my  earned; 
wilh,  that  this  important  objeCt  may 
be  elfeCtuated  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
may  contribute  to  the  prefervation 
and  maintenance  of  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  I  feel,  with 
the  greateft  fatisfaCtion,  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  you  have  repofed  in 
me;  and  my  conftant  endeavours 
will  be  directed  to  the  purfuit  of 
fuch  meafures  as  may  appear  to  me 
belt  calculated  co  promote  the  in- 
terefb  and  happinefs  of  my  people, 
which  are  infeparable  from  my 
own. 


Speech  cf  the  Earl  of  Wefmoreland, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  both 
Houfes  cf  Parliament ,  January 

20  th,  1791. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

Have  fome  pleafure  in  acquaint¬ 
ing  you,  by  the  king’s  command, 
that  the  differences  which  had  arilen 
between  his  majefty  and  the  court 
of  Spain  have  happily  been  brought 
to  an  amicable  termination.  Copies 
of  the  declarations  exchanged  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty’s  ambaffador  and 
the  minifter  of  the  Catholic  King, 
and  of  the  convention  which  has 
been  fince  concluded,  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

Had  the  honour  of  his  majefty  *s 
crown,  and  the  protection  of  the 
rights  and  intereft  of  the  empire, 
involved  this  kingdom  in  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  the  zeal  manifefted 
by  all  his  fubjeCts,  and  by  none 
more  than  his  loyal  people  cf  Ire-* 
land,  had  left  him  no  doubt  of  the 
moil  vigorous  and  effectual  fupport. 
It  is  a  fource  of  peculiar  fatisfaCtion 
to  his  majefty,  that  thofe  objeCts 
have  been  accompliihed  without  any 
r  ,  aCtual 
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actual  interruption  of  the  bleflings  of 
peace. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  the  national  accounts  before 
you,  fully  relying  upon  your  accuf- 
tomed  zeal  to  provide  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Hate,  and  the  honour¬ 
able  fupport  of  his  majeity’s  go¬ 
vernment. 

I  have  alfo  ordered  an  account  of 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which  have  been  incur¬ 
red  during  the  negociation  with 
Spain,  to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I 
trufl:  you  will  find  that  the  confix 
dence  you  repofed  in  me  has  not 
been  mifplaced. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  difpofition  to  facilitate  the 
bufinefs  of  commerce,  and  to  confult 
the  eafe  of  the  merchants,  will  in¬ 
duce  you  to  confider,  and  if  poffible 
to  accomplilh,  during  this  feffion, 
fuch  regulations  as  may  tend  to  fim- 
plify  the  collection  of  the  various 
articles  of  the  public  revenue. 


Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland , 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  both 
Houfe s  of  Parliament,  at  the  Clofe  of 
the  Sejjfion,  May  5  th ,  1791* 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  S  majefty  having  directed  an 
augmentation  to  be  made  of 
his  naval  forces,  in  order  to  add 
weight  to  his  reprefentations  for  tiro 

•  re-eftablifoment  of  peace  between 
Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  has  command¬ 
ed  me  to  communicate  this  circum- 
flance  to  his  parliament  of  Ireland, 
on  whofe  zealous  and  affectionate 
attachment  to  the  interelis  of  his 
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majefly’s  crown  his  majefly  places 
the  firmed;  reliance. 

The  unremitted  application  you 
have  given  to  your  parliamentary 
duties,  enables  me  now  to  clofe  the 
fefiion,  and  to  relieve  you  from  any 
further  attendance.  And  I  have  the 
king’s  direction  to  exprefs  his  per¬ 
fect  fatisfaction  in  the  zeal  and  dis¬ 
patch  with  which  you  have  brought 
the  public  bufinefs  to  a  conclu- 
fion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

His  majelly  directs  me  to  thank 
you  for  the  fupplies  which  you  have' 
granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
eftabli  foments,  and  the  honourable 
fupport  of  his  government.  They 
fhall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the 
purpofes  .for  which  they  were 
granted. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  obferved,  with  peculiar 
fatisfaction,  the  attention  you  have 
foewn  to  the  interelis  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  by  facilitating  the  bufinefs  of 
the  merchants  in  the  payment  of 
duties,  by  providing  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  the  foipping  and  trade  of 
the  metropolis,  and  by  extending  the 
operation  of  national  credit.  The 
falutary  provifions  you  have  made 
to  check  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  afford  the  firongeft 
proof  of  your  regard  for  the  public 
welfare.  Succefs  in  this  deferable 
meafure  can  alone  be  expected  from 
your  continued  and  well- directed 
efforts. 

I  therefore  trufl:,  that  in  your  re- 
fpective  counties,  you  will  particu¬ 
larly  apply  yourfelves  to  give  effica¬ 
cy  to  the  regulations  you  have 
adooted  upon  this  fubject.  On  my 
part,  no  endeavours  fhall  be  wanted 

to 
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to  enforce  the  execution  of  laws  fo 
judicioufly  calculated  to  preferve  the 
healths  and  amend  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  to  advance  the  indus¬ 
try  and  profperity  of  Ireland.  To 
thefe  objedts  my  exertions  are  di¬ 
rected  by  his  majelty’s  commands, 
and  by  every  impulfe  of  inclination 
and  duty. 


Letter  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  to 
the  King  of  the  French  ;  dated  Vien¬ 
na ,  December  14 thy  1790. 

YOUR  majelty  knows  with 
what  fincerity  we  with  to  be 
in  peace  with  all  the  world,  but 
more  particularly  with  our  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  how  much  we  are  attach¬ 
ed  to  your  majelly,  our  ally,  and  the 
kingdom  of  France: — it  is  that  at¬ 
tachment,  which,  in  unifon  with  our 
own  inclination  to  confolidate  the 
harmony  exilling  between  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire  and  the  French  nation, 
induces  us,  on  our  acceffion  to  the 
imperial  throne,  agreeably  to  the 
unanimous  requelt  of  our  electoral 
college,  to  lay  before  your  majelly 
their  prayer  relative  to  your  nation¬ 
al  alfembly.  During  the  month  of 
Augull  laft  the  French  alfembly  if- 
fued  decrees,  by  which  a  number  of 
the  members  of  our  empire,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  tenor  of  public  treaties, 
feel  themfelves  very  much  injured, 
and  the  electoral  college  now  claim 
redrefs  for  thofe  grievances.  ,  It 
mull  be  known  to  your  majelly  what 
has  been  llipulated  by  the  peace  of 
M  uniter,  and  by  other  fubfequent 
treaties  between  our  empire  and  the 
kingdom  of  France,  with  refpeCt  to 
certain  places  in  Alfatia  and  Lor¬ 
raine,  ceded  under  the  exprefs  and 
politive  conditions  that  the  rights  of 
bilhopricks,  and  the  property  of  the 
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members  of  our  empire,  Ihould  be 
preferved  inviolate  and  untouched. 
It  would  be  injurious  to  the  religion 
of  the  treaties  of  peace,  which  your 
illultrious  nation  will,  no  doubt,  ever 
refpeCt,  to  overturn  the  barriers  efta- 
blifhed  on  thofe  conditions:  as  to 
the  jurifdiCtion  not  made  over  by  the 
emperors  our  predecelfors,  and  by 
the  empire,  to  the  kingdom  of 
France,  but  appertaining  to  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  emperor  and  the  em¬ 
pire— your  majelly  knows  that  no¬ 
body  has  a  right  to  transfer  to  a  fo¬ 
reign  nation  a  fupreme  title  over 
polfelfions,  which  title  belongs  only 
to  the  emperor  and  the  empire. 
The  whole  duly  weighed  and  con- 
fidered,  according  to  the  rules  of 
law  and  equity,  it  appears  that,  by 
what  the  electoral  college  and  the 
different  members  of  the  empire  fet 
forth,  they  are  injured  in  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  their  polfelfions;  and  it 
is  in  confequence  that  we  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  majefty  that  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  alfembly  do  not  extend 
to  the  empire  and  its  members. 

That  all  the  orders  of  our  empire 
may  know  how  friendly  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  your  majelly  are  towards 
them,  and  how  much  th®  treaties  ex- 
illing  between  France  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire  are  refpeCted,  it  is  ne- 
celfary  that  all  the  innovations 
which  havejaken  place  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  decrees  of  laft  Augull 
be  forthwith  done  away,  and  matters 
put  on  the  ancient  footing — The 
equity  of  your  majelly,  and  of  the 
illultrious  French  nation,  our  very 
dear  friend  does  not  allow  us  to 
doubt  but  that  the  anfwer  we  folicit 
will  be  fully  conformable  to  our  de- 
lires;  as  foon  as  we  lhall  have  re¬ 
ceived  it,  we  lhall  eagerly  commu¬ 
nicate  ft  to  all  the  orders  of  our  em¬ 
pire,  as  a  new  evidence  of  the-  good 

under- 
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ttnderftanding  between  us. - May- 

God  preferve  your  majeily ! 

proclamation  for  the  Difcouery  of  the 
Puhlijkers  of  a  certain  f edit  ions  Pa¬ 
yer,  circulated,  on  the  1 1  th  of  July, 
in  the  Town  of  Birmingham. 

George  R. 

H  E  R  E  A  S  it  hath  been  re- 
prefented  unto  us,  that  on 
the  nth  day  of  this  inftant  July,  a 
certain  fcandalous  and  feditious  pa  ¬ 
per  was  printed  and  publilhed  in  the 
town  of  Birmingham,  and  publilhed 
in  the  parts  thereunto  adjacent,  in 
our  counties  of  Warwick  and  Wor¬ 
cester,  of  the  following  tenor :  “  My 
4C  countrymen  1  the  fecond  year  of 
“  Gallic  liberty  is  nearly  expired. 

*e  At  the  commencement  of  the 
<£  third,  on  the  14th  of  this  month, 
M  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wifhed  that 
“  every  enemy  to  civil  and  religious 
<c  deipotifrn  would  give  his  fanhtion 
r‘  to  the  majeftic  common  caule,  by 
ts  a  public  celebration  of  the  anni- 
“  verfary.  Remember  that,  on  the 
“  14th  of  July,  the  Baftile,  that 
“  high  altar  and  caftleof  clefpotil'm, 
“  fell.  Remember  the  enthufiafm, 

*■  peculiar  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 

-*  with  which  it  was  attacked.  Re- 
<e  member  that  generous  humanity 
(<  that  taught  the  oppreffed,  grcan- 
ing  under  the  weight  of  intuited 
“  rights,  to  fave  the  lives  of  oppref- 
fors.  Extinguilh  the  mean  pre- 
€f  judices  of  nations,  and  let  your 
“  numbers  be  collected,  and  lent 
<(  as  a  free-will  offering  to  the  na- 
tional  afiembly,  But  is  it  poffible 
“  to  forget  that  your  own  parlia- 
**  ment  is  venal!  Your  minifters 
hypocritical !  your  clergy  legal 
ft  oppreffors !  the  reigning  family 
extravagant  i  the  crown  of  a  cer- 
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“  tain  great  perfonage  becoming 
<f  every  day  too  weighty  for  the 
“  head  that  wears  it,  too  weighty 
“  for  the  people  who  gave  it!  Your 
‘f  taxes  partial  and  exceffive — Your 
t(  reprelentation  a  cruel  infult  upon 
“  the  facred  rights  of  property,  re- 
‘c  ligion,  and  freedom  !  But  on  the 
“  14th  of  this  month  prove  to  the 
“  political  fycophants  of  the  day 
“  that  you  reverence  the  olive 
“  branch,  that  you  will  facrihce  to 
“  public  tranquillity,  till  the  rna- 
“  jority  fhall  exclaim,  the  peace  of 
“  flavery  is  worfe  than  the  war  of 
“  freedom.  Of  that  moment  let 
“  tyrants  beware!”  We,  therefore, 
in  order  to  bring  to  a  fpeedy  condign 
puniihment  the  publilhers  of  the 
paper  aforefaid,  and  that  praftices 
fo  highly  dangerous  to  the  public 
tranquillity  and  welfare  may  here¬ 
after  he  prevented,  have  thought  fit, 
by  and- with  the  advice  of  our  coun¬ 
cil,  to  publifh  this  our  royal  pro¬ 
clamation,  hereby  requiring  and  en¬ 
joining  all  juftices  of  the  peace, 
fherifFs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  cpnftables, 
and  all  other  our  loving  fubjefts,  to 
be  aiding  and  a  hiking  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  in  detecting,  appre¬ 
hending  and  bringing  to  juftice  the 
publilhers  of  the  paper  aforefaid: 
and  for  the  better  detection  of  the 
faid  publilhers,  we  are  gracioufly 
pieafed  to  promife,  that  if  any  per- 
Ion  fhall  difcover  any  other  perfon 
or  perfons  concerned  in  pubiifhing 
the  printed  paper  aforefaid,  by  aif- 
tributing  the  fame,  or  otherwife,  fo 
as  the  perfons  difcovered  may  be 
brought  to  juftice  for  the  fame,  luch 
difcoverers  fhall  have  and  receive  as 
a  reward,  upon  ccnviftion  of  fuch 
offender  or  offenders,  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  for  each  and  every 
fuch  offender,  and  alfo  our  gracious 
pardon,  in  cafe  the  perfon  making. 

■  lUQtt 
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fuch  difcovery  diall  himfelf  be  liable 
to  be  profecuted  for  the  fame,  ex¬ 
cept  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  difco- 
vering  be  the  author  or  authors  of 
the  paper  aforefaid:  and  the  com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
treafurer  of  our  exchequer  are  here¬ 
by  required  to  make  payment  ac¬ 
cordingly  of  the  faid  rewards. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s, 
the  27th  day  of  July  1791,  in 
the  thirty-fird  year  of  cur 
reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 


Letter  of  Injlruttions fro7n  M.  Mont- 
morin ,  Minfler  of  France  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Affairs ,  fent  by  Order  of  the 
King  to  all  his  Minifers  at  Foreign 
Court sy  April  z^d,  179 1. 


Sir, 


THE  king  has  charged  me  to 
inform  you  of  his  earned: 
deiire  that  you  make  known  his 
fentiments  refpefting  the  revolution 
and  the  French  conditution  to  the 
court  at  which  you  refide.  The  fame 
orders  are  transmitted  to  the  ambaf- 
fadors  and  miniders  of  France,  at 
all  the  courts  of  Europe,  to  the  end 
that  no  doubt  may  remain  with  re¬ 
gard  to  his  majedy’s  intentions,  his 
free  acceptation  of  the  new  form  of 
government,  or  his  irrevocable  oath 
to  maintain  it.  His  majedy  con¬ 
voked  the  ftates-general  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  and  refolved  in  his  council, 
that  the  commons  ffiould,  in  that 
aflembly,  have  a  number  of  depu¬ 
ties  equal  to  thofe  of  the  two  other 
orders  there  exiding.  This  aft  of 
provifional  legiilation,  which  the 
circumdances  of  the  times  did  not 
allow  to  be  more  favourable,  diffi¬ 
dently  announced  his  majefty’s  wifh 
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to  redore  to  the  nation  all  its 
rights. 

The  dates-general  met,  and  took 
the  title  of  the  national  aflembly; 
and  in  a  diort  {pace  of  time,  a  con- 
ditution  fit  to  fecure  the  happinefs 
of  France,  and  of  the  monarch,  took 
place  of  the  ancient  order  of  things, 
under  which  the  apparent  power  of 
the  kingdom  only  ferved  to  conceal 
the  real  power  of  the  abufes  of  cer¬ 
tain  aridocratic  bodies. 

The  national  aflembly,  the  form 
of  a  reprefentative  government, 
conjoined  with  an  hereditary  mo¬ 
narchy,  the  legidative  body,  was 
declared  to  be  permanent;  the  choice 
of  the  miniders  of  public  worfhip, 
of  magidrates,  and  judges,  was  given 
to  the  people ;  the  executive  power 
was  conferred  on  the  king,  the  for¬ 
mation  of  laws  on  the  legidative 
body,  and  the  power  of  fanftion  on 
the  monarch;  the  public  force,  both 
internal  and  external,  was  organized 
on  the  principles,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  fundamental  didinftion  of 
powers:  fuch  is  the  new  conditu- 
tion  of  the  kingdom. 

That  which  is  called  a  revolution, 
is  no  more  than  the  abrogation  of 
numerous  abufes,  that  have  been 
accumulating  for  ages,  through  the 
errors  of  the  people,  or  the  power 
of  the  miniders,  which  was  never  the 
power  of  the  king.  Thofe  abufes 
were  no  lefs  prejudical  to  the  mo¬ 
narch  than  to  the  nation.  Thofe 
abufes,  authority,  under  happy 
reigns,  had  never  ceafed  to  attack, 
but  without  the  power  to  dedroy. 
They  exid  no  longer.  The  nation, 
now  the  fovereign,  has  no  citizens 
but  fuch  as  are  equal  in  rights ;  no 
defpot  but  the  law ;  no  miniders  but 
public  miniders,  and  of  thofe  mi¬ 
niders,  the  king  is  the  chief.  Such 
is  the  French  revolution. 

*K  This 
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This  revolution  mull  naturally 
have  for  its  enemies  all  thofe  who, 
in  the  firft  moment  of  error,  regret, 
on  account  of  their  private  intereft, 
the  abufes  of  the  ancient  govern¬ 
ment.  Hence  the  apparent  divifion  in 
the  kingdom,  which  is  daily  becom¬ 
ing  lefs ;  hence  perhaps  fome  fevere, 
laws  and  circumftances  which  time 
will  cor!  eel :  but  the  king,  whofe 
true  power  can  never  be  diftindft 
from  that  of  the  nation,  who  has  no 
aim  but  the  happinefs  of  the  people, 
and  no  authority  but  that  which  is 
delegated  to  him ;  the  king  has 
adopted,  without  helitation,  a  happy 
conflitution,  which  will  at  once  re¬ 
generate  his  authority,  the  nation, 
and  the  monarchy.  All  his  powers 
are  preferved  to  him,  except  the 
dreadful  power  of  making  laws. 
He  remains  charged  with  the  power 
of  ncgociating  with  foreign  powers, 
with  the  care  of  defending  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  repelling  its  enemies ; 
but  the  French  nation  will  in  fu¬ 
ture  have  no  external  enemies  but 
its  aggreflbrs,  no  internal  enemies 
but  thofe  who.  Hill  flattering  them- 
felves  with  vain  hopes,  believe  that 
the  will  of  twenty-four  millions  of 
men,  relloredto  their  natural  rights, 
after  having  organized  the  kingdom 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  only 
the  memory  of  ancient  forms  and 
abufes,  is  not  an  immoveable  and  ir¬ 
revocable  conflitution. 

The  mo  ft  dangerous  of  thofe  ene¬ 
mies  are  they  who  afl'edl  to  diflemi- 
nate  doubts  of  the  intentions  of  the 
monarch.  They  are  much  to  blame, 
or  much  deceived.  They  fuppofe 
themfelves  the  only  friends  of  the 
king,  and  they  are  the  only  enemies 
of  royalty.  They  would  have  de¬ 
prived  the  king  of  the  love  and  the 
confidence  of  a  great  nation,  if  his 
principles  and  his  probity  had  been 


GISTER,  1791. 

lefs  known.  What  has  the  king  not 
done  to  fftew  that  he  confidered  both 
the  revolution  and  the  French  con- 
flitution  as  his  titles  to  glory  ?  After 
having  accepted  and  fanftioned  all 
the  laws,  he  has  negletted  no  means 
of  caufing  them  to  be  executed. 
Since  the  month  of  February,  of  the 
year  preceding,  he  has  promifed  in 
the  midft  of  the  national  aflembly 
to  maintain  them.  He  has  taken  an 
oath  to  do  fo  in  the  midft  of  the 
general  federation  of  the  kingdom. 
Dignified  by  the  title  of  the  Reftor- 
er  of  French  liberty,  he  will  tranfmit 
to  his  fon  more  than  a  crown — he 
will  tranfmit  a  conftitutional  roy- 

alty* 

The  enemies  of  the  conflitution 
are  conftantly  repeating  that  the 
king  is  not  happy;  as  if  it  were 
poflible  for  a  king  to  enjoy  any  hap¬ 
pinefs  but  the  happinefs  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  They  fay  that  his  authority  is 
leflened,  as  if  authority  founded  on 
force,  were  not  lefs  powerful,  and 
more  precarious,  than  authority 
founded  on  law.  They  fay  that  the 
king  is  not  free— a  calumny  atro¬ 
cious,  if  they  fuppofe  that  his  will 
mult  be  conftrained  :  abfurd,  if  they 
take  for  a  want  of  freedom  the  con- 
fent  repeatedly  exprefled  by  his 
majefty  to  remain  among  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Paris;  a  confent  that  was 
due  to  their  patriotifm,  even  to 
their  fears,  but  above  all  to  theii 
love. 

Thofe  calumnies,  however,  have 
reached  foreign  courts;  they  have 
been  repeated  there  by  Frenchmen 
who  are  voluntary  exiles  from  theii 
country,  inftead  of  ftiaring  its  glory 
and  who,  they  were  not  enemies, 
have  deferred  their  ftation  as  citi¬ 
zens.  The  king,  fir,  charges  you 
to  defeat  their  intrigues  and  theii 
projects.  The  fame  calumnies 

while 


STATE 

While  they  fpread  the  failed  ideas 
refpeding  the  French  revolution, 
have  rendered  the  intentions  of 
French  travellers  fufpeded  by  fe- 
veral  nations;  and  the  king  ex- 
prefsly  orders  you  to  protect  and 
defend  them.  Reprefent  the  French 
conftitution  in  the  fame  light  as  that 
in  which  the  king  views  it ;  and 
leave  no  doubt  of  his  intention  to 
maintain  it  to  the  utmofl  of  his 
power.  By  fecuring  the  liberty  and 
the  equality  of  the  citizens,  that  con- 
ilitution  founds  the  national  profpe- 
rity  on  the  moll  immoveable  bafis ; 
it  confirms  the  royal  authority  by  the 
law;  it  prevents,  by  a  glorious  re¬ 
volution,  the  revolution  which  the 
abufes  of  the  old  government  would 
probably  foon  have  effeded  by  a 
difl'olution  of  the  empire ;  and  final¬ 
ly,  it  will  conflitute  the  happinefs  of 
the  king.  To  juflify  it,  to  defend 
it,  and  to  confider  it  as  the  rule  of 
your  conduit,  ought  to  be  your  firlt 
and  mod  important  duty. 

I  have  frequently  before  commu¬ 
nicated  to  you  his  majefiy’s  fenti- 
ments  on  this  head ;  but,  after  the 
information  he  has  received  of  the 
opinion  endeavoured  to  be  edablifii- 
ed  in  foreign  courts  refpeding  what 
is  pafling  in  France,  he  has  ordered 
me  to  make  known  the  contents  of 
this  letter  to  the  court  at  which  you 
fefide ;  and  that  it  may  be  dill  more 
public,  his  majedy  has  ordered  it  to 
be  printed. 

Mont  morin. 

April  2  3,  1791. 


Memoir,  left  by  the  French  King,  on 
his  departure  from  Paris,  a?id  pre- 
J'ented  to  the  National  AJfembly  of 
France,  on  P’uefday,  June  21 //, 

1791. 
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HILE  the  king  had  any 
hope  of  feeing  order  and 
happinefs  redored,  by  the  means  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  national  aflembly,  and 
by  his  reiidence  near  the  aflembly, 
no  facrifice  would  have  appeared  to 
him  too  great,  which  might  conduce 
to  fuch  an  event ;  he  would  not  even, 
have  mentioned  his  own  personal 
deprivation  of  liberty,  from  the 
month  of  October  1789.  But  at 
prefent,  when  the  refult  of  every 
tranfadion  is  onlv  the  deftrudion  of 
royalty,  the  violation  of  property, 
and  the  endangering  of  perfons ; 
when  there  is  an  entire  anarchy 
through  every  part  of  the  empire, 
without  the  lead  appearance  of  any 
authority  diffident  to  controul  it ; 
the  king,  after  proteding  againd  all 
the  ads  performed  by  him  during 
his  captivity,  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
fubmit  to  the  French  nation  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  his  condud. 

In  the  month  of  July  1789,  the 
king,  he  declares  it  upon  his  con- 
fcience,  had  no  fear  on  coming 
amongd  the  Parifians.  In  the 
month  of  Odober  of  the  fame  vear, 
being  advifed  of  the  condud  of  fome 
fadious  perfons,  he  apprehended 
that  his  departure  might  afford  them 
a  pretence  for  fomenting  a  civil 
war.  All  the  world  is  informed  of 
the  impunity  with  which  crimes 
were  then  committed.  The  king, 
yielding  to  the  wilh  of  the  army  of 
the  Parifians,  came  with  his  family, 
and  edablifhed  his  refidence  at  the 
Thuilleries.  No  preparations  had 
been  made  for  his  reception,  and  the 
king  was  fo  far  from  finding  the  ac¬ 
commodations  to  which  he  had  been, 
accuilomed,  that  he  was  even  with¬ 
out  the  comforts  common  to  perfons 
of  any  condition. 

Notwithftanding  every  conftraint, 
he  thought  it  his  duty, on  themorn- 
*K  2  ing 
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ing  after  his  arrival,  to  afliire  the 
provinces  of  his  intention  to  re¬ 
main  in  Paris.  A  facrifice  Hill  more 
difficult  was  referved  for  him;  he 
was  compelled  to  part  with  his  body¬ 
guards,  whofe  fidelity  he  had  expe¬ 
rienced:  two  had  been  maffacred, 
and  feveral  wounded,  while  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  order  which  they  had 
received  not  to  fire.  All  the  art  of 
the  factious  was  employed  in  mifre- 
prefenting  the  condud  of  a  faithful 
wife,  who  was  then  confirming  all 
her  former  good  condud  ;  it  was 
even  evident,  that  all  their  machi¬ 
nations  were  direded  againft  the 
kinghimfelf.  It  was  to  the  foldiers 
of  the  French  guard  and  of  the  Pa- 
rifian  national  guard  that  the  cufto- 
dy  of  the  king  was  committed, 
under  the  orders  of  the  municipality 
of  Paris. 

The  king  thus  faw  himfelf  a  pri- 
foner  in  his  own  date ;  for  in  what 
other  condition  could  he  be,  who  was 
forcibly  furrounded  by  perfons 
whom  he  fufpeded  ?  It  is  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  cenfuring  the  Parihan 
national  guard,  that  I  recal  thefe 
circumftances,but  for  that  of  giving 
an  exad  flatement  of  fads;  on  the 
contrary  I  dojuftice  to  their  attach¬ 
ment,  when  they  were  not  aded 
upon  by  fadious  perfons. — The 
king  convened  the  Hates -general; 
granted  to  the  Tiers  Etat  a  double 
reprefentation  ;  the  union  of  the 
orders,  the  facrifices  of  the  23d  of 
June  were  all  his  work* but  his  cares 
were  not  underflood.  When  the 
ftates-general  gave  themfelves  the 
name  of  the  national  aflembly,  it  may 
be  recolleded  how  much  influence 
the  fadious  had  upon  feveral  pro- 
winces,  how  many  endeavours  were 
afed  to  overcome  the  principle,  that 
jthe  confirmation  of  the  laws  fhould 
Ibe  given  in  concert  with  the  king. 
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The  aflembly  ejetted  the  king 
from  the  conftitution,  when  they 
refufed  him  the  right  of  fandioning 
the  conjHtutioncd  laws,  and  permit¬ 
ted  themfelves  to  arrange  in  that 
clafs  thofe  which  they  pleafed,  at  the 
fame  time  limiting  the  extent  of  his 
refufal,  in  any  inftance,  to  the  third 
legiflature.  They  voted  him  25 
millions  per  annum,  a  fum  which 
was  totally  abforbed  by  the  expen- 
ces  neceflary  to  the  dignity  of  hi' 
houfe.  They  left  him  the  ufe  0: 
fome  domains  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,  depriving  him  of  the  patri 
mony  of  his  anceftors;  they  wen 
careful  not  to  include  in  the  lift  0 
his  expences  thofe  for  fervices  dons 
to  himfelf,  as  if  they  could  be  fe 
parated  from  thofe  rendered  to  th< 
ftate. 

Whoever  obferves  the  difFeren 
traits  of  the  adminiftration,  will  per 
ceive,  that  the  king  was  exclude! 
from  it.  He  had  no  part  in  th 
completion  of  laws  ;  his  only  privi 
lege  was  to  requeft  the  aflembly  t 
occupy  themfelves  upon  fuch  an 
fuch  fubjeds.  As  to  the  adminiftra 
tion  of  juftice-,.  he  could  only  ext1 
cute  the  decrees  of  the  judges,  an 
appoint  commiflioners,  whofe  powt 
is  much  lefs  confiderable  than  th; 
of  the  ancient  attorney-general. 

There  remained  one  laft  pren 
gative,  the  moll  acceptable  of  tlj 
whole,  that  of  pardoning  criminal 
and  changing  punilhments:  y< 
took  it  from  the  king,  and  the  juri 
are  now  authorized  to  interpret,  a 
cording  to  their  pleafure,  the  fen 
of  the  law.  Thus  is  the  royal  m 
jelly  diminifhed,  to  which  the  pe 
pie  were  accuftomed  to  recur,  as 
one  common  centre  ofgoodnefs  a: 
beneficence. 

The  focieties  of  friends  of  t 
conftitution  are  by  much  the  ftrong 
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power,  and  render  void  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  all  others.  The  king  was 
declared  the  head  of  the  army;  yet 
the  whole  conduct  of  it  has  been  in 
the  committees  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  without  any  participation : 
to  the  king  was  granted  the  right 
of  nomination  to  certain  places,  but 
his  choice  has  already  met  with  op- 
pofition.  He  has  been  obliged  to 
alter  the  duty  of  the  general  officers 
of  the  army,  becaufe  liis  choice  was 
not  approved  of  by  the  clubs. 

It  is  to  thefe  that  the  revolt  of 
feveral  regiments  is  to  be  imputed. 
When  the  army  no  longer  refpe&s 
its  officers,  it  is  the  terror  and  the 
fcourge  of  the  Hate ;  the  king  has 
always  thought  that  officers  fhould 
be  puniffied  like  the  foldiets,  and 
that  thefe  latter  fhould  have  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  promotion  according  to 
their  merit. 

As  to  foreign  affairs,  they  have 
granted  to  the  king  the  nomination 
of  ambaffadors,  and  the  conduCt  of 
negociations;  but  they  have  taken 
from  him  the  risffit  of  making-  war* 
The  right  of  making  peace  is  en¬ 
tirely  of  another  fort.  What  pow¬ 
er  would  enter  into  a  negotiation 
when  they  knew  that  the  refult  mull 
be  fubjeCl  to  the  revifion  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  ?  Independent  of  the 
neceffity  for  a  degree  of  fecrecy, 
which  it  is  impoffible  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
affembly,  no  one  will  treat  but 
with  a  perfon,  who,  without  any 
intervention,  is  able  to  fulfil  the 
tontraft  that  may  be  agreed  upon. 

With  refpeft  to  the  finances,  the 
king  had  recognized,  before  the 
(lates-general,  the  right  of  the  na¬ 
tion  to  grant  fubfidies  ;  and,  on  the 
53d  of  June,  he  granted  every  thing 
required  from  him  updn  this  iub- 
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je£l.  On  the  4th  of  February  the 
king  intreated  the  affembly  to  take 
the  finances  into  their  confederation, 
with  which  they  fomewbat  flowly 
complied.'  But  they  have  not  yet 
formed  an  exail  account  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  and  expenditure;  they  have 
adopted  hypothetical  calculations; 
the  ordinary  contribution  is  in  ar- 
rear,  and  the  refource  of  twelve 
hundred  millions  of  affignats  is  near¬ 
ly  perfefled.  Nothing  is  left  to 
the  king  but  barren  nominations ; 
he  knows  the  difficulty  of  fuch  a 
government;  and,  if  it  was  poffible 
that  fuch  a  machine  could  go  on 
without  his  immediate  fuperinten- 
dance,  his  majefiy  would  only  have 
to  regret,  that  he  had  not  diminifh- 
ed  the  taxes,  which  he  has  always 
defired,  and,  but  for  the  American 
war,  fhould  have  effected. 

The  king  was  declared  the  head 
of  the  government  of  the  kingdom, 
and  he  has  been  unable  to  change 
any  thing  without  the  confent  of  the 
affembly.  The  chiefs  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  party  have  thrown  out  fuch 
a  defiance  to  the  agents  of  the  king, 
and  the  punifhment  infliiled  upon 
difobedieuce  has  excited  fuch  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  thefe  agents  have 
remained  without  power. 

The  form  of  government  is  es¬ 
pecially  vicious  in  two  refpefts. 
The  affembly  exceed  the  bounds  of 
their  power,  in  taking  cognizance 
of  the  adminill ration  of  juflice,  and 
of  the  interior  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  exercifes,  by  its  commit¬ 
tee  of  refearehes,  the  moft  barbarous 
of  all  defpotifms.— -Affociations  are 
eflablifhed  under  the  name  of  friends 
of  the  conflitution,  which  are  infi¬ 
nitely  more  dangerous  than  the  an¬ 
cient  corporations.  They  delibe¬ 
rate  upon  all  the  functions  of  go- 
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vernment,  and  exercife  a  power  of 
fnch  preponderance,  that  all  other 
bodies,  without  excepting  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  itfelf,can  do  nothing 
but  by  their  order. 

The  king  thinks  it  impoffible  to 
preferve  fuch.  a  government;  and  as 
a  period  approaches  to  the  labours 
of  the  affembly,  fo  do  they  lofe  their 
credit.  The  new  regulations,  in¬ 
dead  of  applying  a  balm  to  former 
wounds,  on  the  contrary,  increafe 
the  pain  of  them ;  the  thoufand 
journals  and  pamphlets  of  calumni¬ 
ation,  which  are  only  the  echoes  of 
the  clubs,  perpetuate  the  diforder ; 
and  never  has  the  aflembly  dared  to 
remedy  them-— All  this  tends  only 
to  a  metaphyfical  government, 
which  is  impoffible  in  the  execu¬ 
tion. 

Frenchmen  !  was  it  this  that  you 
intended  in  electing  reprefen tatives? 
do  you  wiffi  that  the  defpotifm  of 
clubs  ihould  be  fubdituted  for  the 
monarchy  under  which  the  king¬ 
dom  has  flourifhed  for  fourteen  cen¬ 
turies  ?  The  love  of  Frenchmen  for 
their  king  is  reckoned  amongd  their 
virtues.  1  have  had  too  affe&ing 
proofs  of  it  to  be  able  to  forget  it. 
The  king  would  npt  offer  this  me¬ 
moir  but  for  the  purpofe  of  repre- 
fenting  to  his  fubjefts  the  conduct  of 
the  factious.  Perfons  torn  away 
by  the  triumph  of  M.  Neckar  affeft- 
ed  not  to  pronounce  the  name  of  the 
king  :  they  purfued  the  archbifhop 
of  Paris;  one  of  the  king’s  couriers 
was  arreited,  and  the  letters  which  he 
carried  opened. 

During  this  time  the  affembly  ap¬ 
peared  to  inful t  the  king  ;  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  carry  to  Paris  the  words 
of  peace:  upon  the  journey,  it  was 
refolved  that  no  cry  of  Vive  le  Rot  ! 
fhould  be  permitted.  There  was 
even  a  motion  for  carrying  off  the 


king,  and  putting  the  queen  in  a 
convent,  which  was  loudly  applaud¬ 
ed. 

In  the  night  of  the  4th  and  5th 
when  it  was  propofed  to  the  affem¬ 
bly  to  repair  to  the  king,  it  was  re. 
plied,  that,  confidently  with  its  dig¬ 
nity,  it  could  not  remove  :  from  this 
moment  the  fcenes  of  horror  were 
renewed.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
king  at  Paris,  an  innocent  perfor 
was  maffacred  almod  within  hii 
fight,  in  the  garden  of  the  Thuille- 
ries;  all  thofe  who  had  declarec 
agai'nft  religion  and  the  throne,  re¬ 
ceived  the  honours  of  a  triumph 
At  the  foederation,  upon  the  14th 
of  July,  the  national  affembly  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  king  was  the  chief 
by  which  it  was  implied  that  the) 
had  a  right  to  name  another.  Hie 
family  was  placed  in  a  fituatior 
apart  from  himfelf,  but  that  was: 
notwithstanding,  one  of  the  happiefl 
moments  they  have  palled  frnce  theii 
day  in  Paris. 

Afterwards,  when,  on  account  oi 
their  religion,  Mefdames  the  kingh 
aunts  wilhed  to  go  to  Rome,  theii 
journey  was  oppofed,  in  contradic¬ 
tion  to  the  declaration  of  rights: 
and  both  tit  Bellevue  and  Arnay  le 
Due,  the  orders  of  the  affembly  were 
neceffary  to  releafe  them,  thofe  oJ 
the  king  being  defpiled.  In  the 
tumult  faftioully  excited  at  Vincen¬ 
nes,  the  perfons  who  remained  about 
the  king  were  ill-treated,  and  the) 
carried  their  audacity  fo  far,  as  tc 
break  the  arms  of  thofe  perfons  ir 
the  prefence  of  his  majedy. 

Upon  the  king’s  recovery  from 
his  iilnefs,  lie  intended  to  go  to  St, 
Cloud,  and  was  detained.  In  vain 
did  M.  de  la  Fayette  endeavour  tc 
protect  his  departure;  the  faithful 
Servants  who  iurrounded  his  majed) 
were  torn  away  from  him,  and  he  wa: 


taken  back  to  his  prifon.  After¬ 
wards  he  was  obliged  to  (slifmifs  his 
confeflor,  to  approve  the  letter  of 
the  minifler  to  the  foreign  powers, 
and  to  attend  mafs  performed  by  the 
new  redtor  of  St.  Germain  Auxer- 
rois.  Thus  perceiving  the  impofli- 
bility  of  averting  any  public  evil  by 
his  influence,  it  is  natural  that  he 
fhould  feek  a  place  of  fafety  for 
himfelf. 

Frenchmen  !  and  you  the  good 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  diflrufl  the  fug- 
geftions  of  the  factious ;  return  to 
your  king,  who  will  always  be  your 
friend ;  your  holy  religion  fhall 
be  refpeCted ;  your  government 
placed  upon  a  permanent  footing; 
and  liberty  eftablifhed  upon  a  fe- 
cure  bafts. 

Louis. 

Paris ,  June  20,  1 79 1. 

P.  S.  The  king  forbids  his  minif- 
ters  to  lign  any  order  in  his  name, 
until  they  fhall  have  received  his 
further  directions ;  and  enjoins  the 
keeper  of  the  feals  to  fend  them 
to  him,  when  required  on  his  be¬ 
half. 

Louis. 

----- 

Addrefs  of  the  National  AJfembly 
to  the  French. 

A  Great  attempt  has  juft  been 
made.— -The  national  afiem- 
b!y  was  near  the  concluflon  of  its 
long  labours;  the  conftitution  was 
almoft  completed;  the  tumults  of 
the  revolution  were  about  to  ceafe; 
and  the  enemies  of  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  were  eager,  therefore,  to  facri- 
hce  the  whole  nation  to  their  ven¬ 
geance.  The  king  and  the  royal 
family  were  carried  off  on  the  21ft 
intjant, 


[When  this  part  of  the  addrefs 
was  read  in  the  aflembly,  there  was 
a  murmur  of  difcontent.  The  re¬ 
porter  of  the  committee  of  conflitu- 
tion,  in  which  it  had  been  drawn 
up,  requeued,  that  it  might  be  heard 
with  attention,  and  the  members 
became  filent.] 

But  your  reprefentatives  will 
triumph  over  all  thefe  obftacles*- 
They  eflimate  calmly  the  extent  of 
the  duties  impofed  upon  them.  The 
public  liberty  fhall  be  maintained ; 
confpirators  and  fiaves  fhall  under¬ 
hand  the  intrepidity  of  the  French 
nation;  and  we  make,  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  a  folemn  engagement  to 
revenge  the  law  or  die. 

France  would  be  free,  and  (he 
fhall  be  fo.  It  is  intended  to  make 
the  revolution  recede,  but  it  recedes 
not.  it  is  the  efleCt  of  your  will, 
and  nothing  can  retard  its  progrefs. 
It  is  necefl'ary  to  accommodate  the 
law  to  the  itate  of  the  kingdom. 
The  king,  in  the  conflitution,  ex- 
ercifes  the  power  of  the  royal  fanc- 
tion  over  the  decrees  of  the  legifla- 
tive  body;  he  is  the  head  of  the 
executive  power,  and,  in  that  capa¬ 
city,  caufes  the  laws  to  be  execut¬ 
ed  by  his  minifler. 

If  he  quits  his  poll,  although  car¬ 
ried  off  againft  his  will,  the  repre¬ 
fentatives  of  the  nation  have  the 
right  to  fupply  his  place.  The  na¬ 
tional  aflembly  has  in  confequence 
decreed,  that  the  feal  of  Hate,  and 
the  flgnature  of  the  miniflers  ©f  juf- 
tice,  fhall  be  added  to  all  its  decrees, 
to  give  them  the  character  of  laws. 
As  no  order  of  the  king  would  have 
been  executed  without  being  coun- 
terflgned  by  the  refponflble  minifler, 
nothing  was  necefl'ary  but  a  Ample 
delegation  by  the  aflembly  to  autho¬ 
rise  him  to  flgn  the  orders,  and  thofe 
only  iflued  by  them.  In  this  cir- 
4  cumflance 
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cumftance  they  have  been  diredled 
by  the  conftitutional  law  relative 
to  a  regency,  which  authorifes  them 
to  perform  the  fundtions  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  until  the  nomination 
of  a  regent. 

By  thefe  meafures  your  reprefen¬ 
tatives  have  enfured  order  in  the 
interior  part, of  the  kingdom;  and, 
to  repuife  any  attack  from  without, 
they  add  to  the  army  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  three  hundred  thoufand  na¬ 
tional  guards. 

The  citizens  then  have,  on  all 
fides,  the  means  of  fecurity.  Let 
them  not  be  overcome  by  their  fur- 
prize ;  the  conftituent  affembly  is 
upon  its  duty;  the  conftituted  pow¬ 
ers  are  in  activity;  the  citizens  of 
Paris,  the  national  guards,  whofe 
patriotifm  and  fidelity  are  above  all 
praife,  watch  round  your  reprefen- 
tatives ;  the  active  citizens  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  are  in  arms,  and 
France  may  wait  for  its  enemies. 

Are  they  to  fear  the  confequences 
of  a  writing  forced,  before  his  de¬ 
parture,  from  a  feduced  king?  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  the  ignorance 
and  blindnefs  that  have  dictated  this 
writing,  which  may  deferve  to  be 
further  difcufled  hereafter;  at  pre- 
fcnt,  your  reprefentatives  content 
themfelves  with  examining  fome 
particular  fentiments. 

The  national  affembly  has  made  a 
folemn  proclamation  of  political 
truths,  and  of  rights,  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  which  will  one  day 
produce  the  happinefs  of  the  human 
race:  to  engage  them  to  renounce 
this  declaration  of  rights,  the  theory 
of  flavery  itfelfhas  been  prefented 
to  them. 

Frenchmen!  we  have  no  fear  in 
recalling  to  your  memories  the  fa¬ 
mous  day  of  the  23d  of  July  1789; 
that  day,  on  which  the  chief  of  the 


executive  power,  the  firft  public 
fundlionary  of  the  nation,  dared  to 
didlate  his  abfolute  will  to  your  re¬ 
prefentatives,  charged  by  your  or¬ 
ders  to  form  a  conftitution.  The 
national  affembly  lamented  the  dif- 
orders  committed  on  the  5th  of 
Odlober,  and  ordered  the  profecution 
of  the  perfons  guilty  of  them;  but, 
becaufe  it  was  difficult  to  difcover 
fome  rioters  amongft  fucn  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  people,  they  are  faid  to  have 
approved  all  their  crimes.  The  na¬ 
tion  is,  however,  more  juff.  It  has 
not  reproached  Louis  XVI.  with 
the  violences  that  have  occurred, 
under  his  reign  and  thole  of  his  an- 
ceftors. 

They  are  not  afraid  to  call  to  your 
recollection  the  federation  of  J  uly. 
What  are  the  ftatements  of  the  per¬ 
fons  who  have  dictated  the  letter  of 
the  king  with  refpedl  to  this  augult 
adl  ?  That  the  firft  public  fundlion¬ 
ary  was  obliged  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation.  In  the  midft  of  the 
deputies  of  all  the  kingdom,  he  took 
a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  the  con¬ 
ftitution.  If  the  king  does  not  here¬ 
after  declare,  that  his  good  faith  has 
been  furprized  by  leditious  perfons, 
he  has,  of  courfe,  announced  his  6<wn 
perjury  to  the  whole  world  !  Is  it 
neceffary  to  go  through  the  fatigue 
of  anfwering  the  other  reproaches 
of  this  letter  ? 

The  king  is  faid  to  have  experi¬ 
enced  fome  inconveniences  in  his 
relidence  in  Paris,  and  not  to  have 
found  the  fame  pleafures  as  former¬ 
ly  ;  by  which  it  is  implied,  no 
doubt,  that  a  nation  ought  to  rege¬ 
nerate  itfelf  without  any  agitation, 
without  difturbing  for  an  inftant  the 
pleafures  and  the  indulgences  of 
courts.  As  to  the  addreffes  of  con¬ 
gratulation  and  adherence  to  your 

decrees. 
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decrees,  thefe,  fay  they,  are  the  works 
of  the  fa&ious. — Yes — no  doubt,  of 
twenty -fix  millions  of  the  factious  l 

It  was  neceffary  to  re-conftitute 
all  powers,  becaufe  all  the  powers 
were  corrupted,  and  becaufe  the 
alarming  debts  accumulated  by  the 
defpotifm  and  the  diforders  of  go¬ 
vernment  would  have  overwhelmed 
the  nation.  But  does  not  royalty 
exift  for  the  people  ?  And  if  a  great 
nation  obliges  itfelf  to  maintain  it, 
is  it  not  folely  becaufe  it  is  believed 
to  be  ufeful  ?  The  conftitution  has 
left  to  the  king  this  glorious  prero¬ 
gative,  and  has  confirmed  to  him 
the  only  authority  which  he  fhould 
defire  to  exercife.  Would  not  your 
reprefentatives  have  been  culpable, 
if  they  had  facrificed  twenty-fix  mil¬ 
lions  to  the  intereft  of  one  man  ? 

The  labour  of  citizens  fupports 
the  power  of  the  ftate:  but  the 
maxim  of  abfolute  power  is  to  con- 
fider  the  public  contributions  as  a 
debt  paid  to  defpotifm.  The  na¬ 
tional  affembly  has  regulated  its  ex- 
pences  with  the  ftri£teft  juftice; 
they  thought  themfelves  bound,  when 
a&ing  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  to 
aft  munificently;  and  when  they 
were  to  determine  what  part  of  the 
public  contributions  fhould  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  the  firft  functionary,  thirty 
millions  were  allotted  for  him  and 
the  royal  family ;  but  this  is  repre- 
fented  as  a  trifling  fum  ! 

The  decrees  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
peace  and  war  have  taken  from  the 
king  and  his  minifters  the  power  of 
facrificing  the  people  to  the  caprices 
of  courts,  and  the  definitive  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  treaties  is  referved  to  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation.  The 
lots  of  a  prerogative  is  complained 
of.  What  prerogative  ?  That  of 
not  being  obliged  to  confult  the  na¬ 
tional  will,  when  the  blood  and  the 
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fortunes  of  citizens  were  to  be  fa¬ 
crificed.  Who  can  know  the  wifh 
and  the  interefls  of  the  nation  better 
that  the  legiflative  body  ?  It  is  wifh- 
ed  to  make  war  with  impunity.  But 
have  we  not  had,  under  the  ancient 
government,  fufRcient  experience 
of  the  terrible  effects  produced  by 
the  ambition  of  minifters  ? 

We  are  accufed  of  having  de- 
fpoiled  the  king,  in  forming  the 
judicial  power;  as  if  he,  king  of  a 
great  nation,  ought  to  appear  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  for 
any  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
caufmg  the  law  to  be  obferved, 
and  its  judgments  executed.  It 
is  wilhed  that  he  fhould  have  the 
right  of  granting  pardons  and 
changing  puniihments ;  but  dees 
not  all  the  world  know,  how  fuch  a 
right  would  be  exercifed,  and  upon 
whom  the  benefit  of  it  would  fall? 
The  king  could  not  exercife  it  by 
himfelf,  and  after  having  prohibited 
royal  defpotifm,  it  was  very  natural 
to  prohibit  that  of  the  minifters. 

The  neceflity  of  circumftances  has 
fomedmes  obliged  the  national  af¬ 
fembly  to  meddle,  contrary  to  its 
inclination,  in  the  affairs  of  admini¬ 
ftration.  But  ouerht  ic  not  to  act, 
when  the  government  remained  in 
blameable  inertnefs  ?  Is  it,  there¬ 
fore,  neceffary  to  fay,  that  neither 
the  king  nor  the  minifters  have  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  ? 

The  focieties  of  friends  of  the 
conftitution  have  fupported  the  re¬ 
volution;  they  are  more  neceffary 
than  ever,  and  fome  perlbns  prefume 
to  fay  that  they  govern  the  admini- 
ftradve  bodies  and  the  empise,  as  if 
they  were  the  deliberating  bo¬ 
dies. 

Frenchmen!  all  the  powers  are 
organized;  all  the  public  function¬ 
aries  are  at  their  polls ;  the  national 

affembly 
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afTembly  watches  over  the  fafety  of 
the  ftate:  may  you  be  firm  and 
tranquil  1  One  danger  alone  threat¬ 
ens  us.  You  have  to  guard  againft 
the  fufpenfion  of  your  labours; 
againft  delay  in  the  payment  of  du¬ 
ties  ;  againft  any  inflammatory  mea- 
fures  which  commence  in  anarchies, 
and  end  in  civil  war.  It  is  to  thefe 
dangers  that  the  national  afTembly 
calls  the  attention  of  citizens.  In 
this  crifis,  all  private  animofities 
and  private  interefts  fhould  difap- 
pear. 

Thofe  who  would  preferve  their 
liberty  fhould  fhew  that  tranquil 
firmnefs  which  appals  tyrants.  May 
the  factious,  who  hope  to  fee  every 
thing  overturned,  find  order  main¬ 
tained,  and  the  conftitution  confirm¬ 
ed,  and  rendered  more  dear  to 
Frenchmen,  by  the  attacks  made 
upon  it  1  The  capital  may  be  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  reft  of  France.  The 
departure  of  the  king  excited  no 
diforders  there,  but,  to  the  confufion 
of  the  malevolent,  the  utmoft  tran¬ 
quillity  prevails  in  it.  To  reduce 
the  territory  of  this  empire  to  the 
yoke,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  deftroy 
the  whole  nation.  Defpotifm,  if  it 
pleafes,  may  make  fuch  an  attempt. 
It  will  either  fail,  or  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  its  triumphs  will  find  only 
grains. 


Declaration  of  Kwo  Hundred  and 
Ninety  Members  of  the  National 
Ajfembly ,  on  the  Decrees  <which  fuf- 
pend  the  Exercife  of  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority,  o.nd  which  infringe  the 
'  Inviolability  of  the  facred  Perfon 
of  the  King, 

THPvEE  months  have  fcarce- 
ly  elapfed  fince  we  made 
known  to  our  conftituents  our  pro- 


teft  againft  a  decree  which  attacked 
the  facred  principle  of  the  inviola¬ 
bility  of  the  king’s  perfon.  The 
zeal  with  which  many  of  us  defend¬ 
ed  it  on  the  z8th  of  March,  the 
conviction  which  we  entertained 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  violate 
with  impunity  this  principle  eften- 
tial  to  all  monarchy,  are  too  well 
juftified  by  the  events  now  paffing 
under  our  eyes,  and  by  the  afflict¬ 
ing  fpeCtacle  of  which  we  have  the 
misfortune  to  be  witneffes. 

The  king  and  royal  family 
conducted  as  prifoners,  by  au¬ 
thority  of  the  decrees  of  the  na¬ 
tional  afTembly;  the  monarch  guard¬ 
ed  in  his  palace  by  foldiers  not 
fubjeCt  to  his  command;  the  roy¬ 
al  family  entrufted  to  a  guard, 
over  whom  the  king  has  no  autho¬ 
rity  ;  the  right  of  directing  the 
education  of  the  prefumptive  heir 
of  the  throne  taken  from  him,  who, 
both  as  king  and  father,  had  the 
moft  undoubted  right,  and  the 
ftrongeft  obligation  to  direCt  it ;  in 
fine,  the  monarch,  whofe  inviolabi¬ 
lity  was  declared  even  by  the  new 
conftitution,  fufpended  by  a  decree 
from  the  exercife  of  his  authority ; 
fuch  is  the  afflicting  fpeCtacle  which 
we  and  all  good  Frenchmen  lament, 
and  fuch  are  the  too  obvious  and 
too  fatal  confequences  of  the  firft 
violation  offered  to  this  facred  and 
fundamental  principle. 

And  we  ought  to  declare  it,  fince 
we  are  compelled  to  refer  to  the 
decree  itfelf  againft  which  we  have 
protefted,  and  againft  which  we  ftill 
proteft,  there  is  none  of  thofe  mea¬ 
sures  which  was  not  before  pro- 
feribed  by  the  conftitution,  in  the 
name  of  which  they  are  taken.  The 
facred  perfon  of  the  king  was  de¬ 
clared  inviolable ;  one  only  cafe 
was  provided  for,  in  which,  con-? 
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trary  to  all  the  principles  effential 
to  monarchy,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
that  inviolability  might  ceafe.  This 
cafe  has  not  yet  occurred  j  never- 
thelefs  the  king  is  dragged  as  a  cri¬ 
minal  into  his  own  capital,  and  made 
a  prifoner  in  his  own  palace,  and 
defpoiled  ofhis  prerogative.  Thus, 
after  having  infringed  the  inviola¬ 
bility  of  the  king  by  decrees,  they 
annul  them  in  order  completely  to 
kekroy  it. 

Amidk  thefe  outrages  offered  to 
the  monarch,  to  his  auguk  family, 
and  in  their  perfons  to  the  whole 
nation,  what  has  become  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy  ?  The  decrees  of  the  national 
affembly  have  centered  in  them- 
felves  all  the  royal  power;  the  feal 
of  the  hate  has  been  depofited  on 
their  table;  their  decrees  are  ren¬ 
dered  executory  without  requiring 
fanition;  they  give  dirett  orders 
to  all  the  agents  of  the  executive 
power ;  they  impofe,  in  their  own 
name,  oaths,  in  which  Frenchmen 
do  not  even  find  the  name  of  their 
king;  commifiioners,  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  their  million  from  them  alone, 
traverfe  the  provinces,  in  order  to 
receive  oaths  which  they  exait,  and 
give  diredtions  to  the  army:  thus, 
at  the  moment  at  which  the  invio¬ 
lability  of  the  king  was  annulled, 
monarchy  was  deftroyed ;  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  royalty  no  longer  ex- 
ills;  a  republican  interim  has  fuc- 
ceeded. 

Far  from  all  thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  rules  of  our  con¬ 
duit  (and,  we  believe,  there  are  very 
few  Frenchmen  who  do  not  rightly 
appreciate  them),  be  the  idea  that 
We  could  concur  in  fuch  decrees. 
They  are  not  lefs  unpleafant  to  cur 
feelings,  than  repugnant  to  oup 
principles.  Never  have  we  more 
feverely  felt  the  -rigour  of  our  duty. 


never  have  we  more  lamented  the 
fatal  confequences  reful ting  from  th  e 
million  with  which  we  were  charged, 
than  when  forced  to  remain  witnef- 
fes  of  aits,  which  we  regarded  as 
culpable  attempts  ;  while  thofe  who 
are  moll  frequently  our  organ,  be¬ 
came  timid,  for  the  firh  time  con¬ 
demned  themfelves  to  filence,  that 
they  might  not  involve  the  facred 
caufe  in  that  unpopularity  which, 
had  fo  ingenioully  been  contrived  to 
be  thrown  upon  our  party.  With¬ 
out  doubt,  if  we  were  guided  by 
common  rules ;  if  we  yielded  to  the 
horror  with  which  we  are  infpired 
by  the  idea  of  being  thought  to  ap¬ 
prove,  by  our  prefence,  decrees,  to 
which  we  were  fo  averfe,  we  would 
fly  without  delay,  we  would  without 
hefitation  feparate  from  an  affembly, 
who  have  been  able  to  break  through 
principles  which  they  had  been 
forced  to  preferve.  But  in  circum- 
kances  fo  fingular,  we  can  neither 
affume  common  rules  nor  our  own 
fentiments  as  the  balls  of  our  own 
conduit.  '  When  our  principles,  our 
honour,  may  perhaps,  in  the  opinion 
of  a  great  number,  command  us  to 
fly,  motives  more  imperious  kill  ex- 
ait  of  us  a  painful  facrifice,  that  of 
remaining  in  a  fituation  where  vve 
preferve  the  hope  of  preventing 
greater  evils. 

Before  the  calamitous  epoch  at 
which  we  are  arrived,  we  could  at 
leak  grafp  the  lhadow  of  monarchy; 
we  fought  upon  the  wreck ;  the 
hope  of  preferving  it  jukified  our 
conduit.  Now,  the  lak  blow  has 
been  given  to  monarchy.  But,  in 
addition  to  that  great  motive,  we 
were  bound  by  other  duties.  The 
monarch  exiks ;  he  is  captive;  it  is 
for  the  king’s  fake  that  we  ought  to 
rally  our  krength;  it  is  for  him,  it  is 
for  his  family,  it  is  for  the  precious 
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blood  of  the  Bourbons,  that  we 
ought  to  remain  at  the  pod,  where 
we  can  watch  over  a  depofit  fo  va¬ 
luable. 

We  will  difcharge  then  this  fa- 
cred  duty,  which  alone  ought  to  be 
our  excufe,  and  we  will  prove,  that 
in  our  hearts  the  monarch  and  the 
monarchy  can  never  be  leparated. 

But  wBilft  we  comply  with  this 
urgent  duty,  let  hot  our  condituents 
expert  to  hear  us  come  forward  upon 
any  other  fubjeft.  While  one  inte- 
reft  alone  can  force  us  to  ft  along 
with  thofe  who  have  raifed  a  mif- 
fliapen  republic  upon  the  ruins  of 
monarchy,  it  is  to  that  intered 
alone  that  we  are  wholly  devoted. 
From  this  moment  the  moil  profound 
filence,  on  whatever  fhall  not  relate 
to  this  fubjedl,  fhall  exprefs  our  deep 
regret,  and  at  the  fame  time  our 
invariable  oppoftion  to  every  decree 
that  may  be  palled. 

In  fine,  let  our  conilituents  turn 
their  attention  to  the  circumftances 
in  which  we  are  placed;  if,  in  the 
prefent  moment,  we  have  not  gloried 
in  marching  foremoft  in  the  path  of 
honour,  our  ftuation  now  impofes, 
both  with  regard  to  them  and  to 
ourfelves,  duties  which  do  not  go 
beyond  ourfelves  alone.  For  us, 
honour  lies  no  longer  in  the  com¬ 
mon  track ;  our  foie  ohjeft  is  the 
triumph  of  the  facred  caufe  with 
which  we  are  erttrulled;  but  let 
them  be  beforehand  allured,  that 
Whatever  may  happen,  to  whatever 
extremities  we  may  be  reduced-,  no¬ 
thing  will  efface  from  our  hearts  the 
imalterab’e  oath  which  irrevocably 
binds  us  to  the  monarch  and  to 
monarchy. 

After  theie  confiderations,  which 
appear  to  us  founded  upon  the  true 
intered  of  the  nation,  and  the  eter¬ 
nal  advantage  of  the  people,  ed'en- 


tially  dependant  on  monarchy,  we 
declare  to  all  Frenchmen— 

That  after  having  condantly  op- 
pofed  all  thofe  decrees,  which  in  at¬ 
tacking  royalty,  either  in  its  offence, 
or  in  its  privileges,  have  prepared 
the  people  to  receive  without  indig¬ 
nation,  as  without  examination,  the 
anti-monarchical  principles  to  which 
thefe  days  cf  anarchy  have  given 
birth; 

That  after  havinp-  defended  till 

O 

the  lad  moment,  monarchy  under¬ 
mined  in  its  foundations ; 

That  after  having  feen  its  ruin 
compleated  by  the  deliberations  -  of 
the  national  affembly ;  for  to  attack 
the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  is  to  an¬ 
nul  monarchy ;  to  fqfpend  mo¬ 
narchy,  is  in  line  to  dedroy  it; 

Nothing  can  authorife  us  any 
longer  to  take  part  in  deliberations, 
which  become  in  our  eyes  guilty  of 
a  crime  which  we  do  not  wifh  tu 
participate ; 

But  that  monarchy  exiling  aU 
ways  in  the  perfon  of  the  monarch, 
from  whom  it  is  infeparable;  that 
his  misfortunes  and  thofe  of  his  aq- 
gud  family  impofmg  upon  us  a 
lironger  obligation  always  to  fur-; 
round  his  augud  perfon,  and  defend 
it  from  the  application  of  princip’es 
which  we  condemn;  we  place  out- 
fole  honour,  our  m,od  facred  duty  in 
defending,  with  all  our  might— with 
all  our  zeal  for  the  blood  of  the  Bour¬ 
bons- — with  all  our  attachment  to. 
the  principles  which  our  condiments 
have  tranfmltted  to  us,  the  intereds 
of  the  king  and  the  royal  family, 
and  their  indefeafible  rights. 

That  in  confequence  we  fhall 
continue,  from  the  foie  motive  of 
not  abandoning  the  intereds  of  the 
perfon  of  the  king  and  the  royal 
family,  to  affid  at  the  deliberations 
of  tke  national  adembly  ;  but  being 

neither 
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neither  able  to  avow  their  princi¬ 
ples,  or  recognize  the  legality  of 
their  decrees,  we  will  henceforth 
take  no  part  in  deliberations  which 
have  not  for  their  objeft  the  only 
intereft  which  it  now  remains  for  us 
to  defend. 

Paris ,  June  29,  1791. 


Letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the 
National  NJfembly,  announcing  his 
Reflation  to  accept  the  Confitution , 
Sept.  13th,  1791. 

Gentlemen, 

Have  attentively  examined  the 
conftitutional  aft,  which  you 
have  prefented  for  my  acceptance. 
I  accept  it,  and  I  will  caufe  it  to  be 
executed.  At  another  time  this  de¬ 
claration  might  have  been  fufficient ; 
at  prefent,  I  owe  to  the  interefls  of 
the  nation,  I  owe  to  myfelf,  to  make 
known  my  motives. 

I  have  always,  fmce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  my  reign,  defined  the 
reform  of  abufes,  and  in  all  afts  of 
government  wilhed  to  be  regulated 
by  the  public  opinion.  Different 
caufes,  among  the  number  of  which 
may  be  placed  the  fituation  of  the 
finances  at  my  accefiion  to  the  throne, 
and  the  imm’enfe  expences  of  an  ho¬ 
nourable  war,  long  fupported  with¬ 
out  increafe  of  impofls,  had  effahlifh- 
ed  a  confiderable  difproportion  be¬ 
tween  the  revenues  and  the  expen¬ 
ces  of  the  fate. 

Impreffed  with  the  extent  of  the 
evil,  I  not  only  fought  the  means  of 
remedying  it;  I  felt  the  necefiity  of 
preventing  its  return.  I  had  form¬ 
ed  the  projeft  of  fecuring  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  upon  a  fixed 
bafis,  and  ofiubjefting  to  invariable 
rules,  even  that  authority  of  which 
I  was  the  depofitary.  I  called  on 
the  nation  to  execute  it. 


In  the  courfe  of  the  events  of  th® 
revolution,  my  intentions  never  va¬ 
ried.  When,  after  having  reformed 
the  ancient  infitutions,  you  began 
to  fubfitute  in  their  ffead  the  firft 
effays  of  your  work,  I  did  not  delay 
the  expreflion  of  my  fentiments  till  the 
whole  confitution  Ihould  be  known 
to  me  ;  I  favoured  the  effablilhment 
of  its  parts,  even_  before  I  could 
judge  of  the  whole  :  and  if  the  dis¬ 
orders  which  have  attended  almcft 
all  the  periods  of  the  revolution  have 
too  frequently  afHifted  my  heart,  I 
hoped  that  the  law  would  refume 
force  in  the  hands  of  new  authority; 
and  that,  in  approaching  the  term  of 
your  labours,  every  day  would  re- 
ftore  to  it  that  refpeft,  without 
which  the  people  can  neither  enjoy 
liberty  nor  happinefs.  I  long  per- 
fevered  in  this  hope,  and  my  refo- 
lution  only  changed  at  the  moment 
when  it  abandoned  me.  Let  every 
one  recolleft  the  moment  at  which 
I  quitted  Paris;  the  confitution  was 
almoft  completed ;  and,  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  authority  of  the  laws  feetm- 
ed  to  diminifi  every  day;  opinion, 
far  from  concentring  in  any  point, 
was  divided  into  a  number  of  parts. 
The  mof  violent  connfels  alone 
feemed  to  be  received  with  any 
degree  of  favour;  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  prefs  was  at  its  height;  no 
power  was  refpefted. 

I  could  no  longer  perceive  the 
expreflion  of  the  general  will  in  the 
laws  which  I  every  where  faw  with¬ 
out  force,  and  without  effeft. 
Then,  I  am  bound  to  declare,  if 
you  had  prefented  to  me  the  con- 
fiitutlon,  I  fliould  have  been  of 
opinion  that  the  intereft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  (the  conftant  and  uniform  rule 
of  my  conduft)  did  not  permit  me 
to  accept  it.  I  had  only  one  fenti- 
ment ;  I  formed  only  one  projeft  ; 
I  wilhed  to  get  at  a  dif  ance  from  all 
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parties,  and  learn  what  was  the  real 
wifh  of  the  nation. 

The  motives  by  which  I  was 
then  influenced  no  longer  fubfift; 
fince  that  time,  the  inconveniences 
and  the  evils  of  which  I  complained 
have  ft  ruck  you  in  the  fame  light 
as  met  you  have  teftified  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  re-eftablifh  order;  you 
have  diredled  your  attention  to  the 
want  of  difcipline  in  the  army  ;  you 
have  perceived  the  neceffity  of  re- 
ft raining  the  abufes  of  the  prefs. 
The  revifton  of  your  labour  has 
placed  among  the  number  of  laws  of 
regulation,  leveral  articles  which 
had  been  prefented  to  me  as  confti- 
tutional.  You  have  eftablifhed  le¬ 
gal  forms,  for  the  revifton  of  thofe 
which  you  have  placed  in  the  con- 
ftitution.  In  fine,  the  fentiments  of 
the  people  appear  to  me  no  longer 
doubtful:  I  have  feen  them  at  once 
difplayed,  both  by  their  adherence 
to  your  work,  and  by  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  fupport  of  monarchical 
government. 

I  accept  then  the  con ftitution ;  I 
engage  to  maintain  it  at  home,  to 
defend  it  againft  attacks  from  abroad, 
and  to  caufe  it  to  be  executed  by  all 
the  means  which  it  puts  in  my 
power. 

I  declare  that,  informed  of  the  ad¬ 
herence  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  the  conftitution,  I  re¬ 
nounce  the  right  of  concurring, 
which  I  had  claimed  in  this  work ; 
and  being  refponftble  only  to  the 
nation,  no  other,  while  I  renounce 
it,  can  have  a  right  to  complain. 

I  fttould,  however,  deviate  from 
truth,  if  I  affirmed  that  I  perceived 
in  the  means  of  execution  and  admi- 
niftration,  all  the  energy  neceftary 
to  give  motion  and  preferve  the  unity 
in  all  the  parts  of  fo  vaft  an  empire; 
but  ftnce  opinions  are  divided  upon 
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thefe  fubje&s,  I  confent  that  the  de-» 
cifton  lhould  be  left  to  theteft  of  ex¬ 
perience  alone.  .While  I  fhall  have 
faithfully  employed  all  the  means 
which  are  entrufted  to  me,  no  re¬ 
proach  can  be  laid  on  me;  and  the 
nation,  whofe  intereft  alone  ought 
to  be  the  fupreme  rule,  will  explain 
itfelf  by  thofe  means  whicli  the  con¬ 
ftitution  has  referved  to  it. 

But,  gentlemen,  for  the  fecurity 
of  liberty,  for  the  liability  of  the 
conftitution,  for  the  individual  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  Frenchmen,  there  are 
interefts  in  which  an  imperious  duty 
prefcribes  to  us  to  combine  all  our 
efforts :  thefe  interefts  are,  refpedf 
for  the  laws,  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
order,  and  the  re-union  of  all  citi¬ 
zens.  Now  that  the  conftitution  is 
definitively  fettled,  Frenchmen  liv¬ 
ing  under  the  fame  laws  ought  to 
know  no  enemies  but  thofe  who  in¬ 
fringe  them. — Difcord  and  anarchy; 
theie  are  our  common  enemies. 

I  will  oppofe  them  with  all  my 
power :  it  is  neceftary  that  you  and 
your  fuccefiors  fecond  me  with  en¬ 
ergy  ;  that  the  law,  without  attempt¬ 
ing  to  eftablifh  its  dominion  over  the 
mind,  may  equally  protect  all  thofe 
who  fubmit  their  conduct  to  it;  that 
thofe,  whom  the  fears  of  perfecution 
and  of  trouble  have  driven  from 
their  country,  be  allured  of  finding 
at  their  return  fafety  and  tranquil¬ 
lity.  And,  in  order  to  extinguifh 
the  animofities,  to  foften  the  evils 
which  a  great  revolution  always 
brings  in  its  train;  that  law  may, 
from  this  day,  begin  to  receive  a 
full  execution,  l£t  us  confent  to  an 
oblivion  of  the  paft.  Let  thofe  ac- 
cufations,  and  profecutions  which 
originate  folely  from  the  events  of 
the  revolution,  be  for  ever  extin- 
guilhed  in  a  general  reconciliation. 
I  foeak  not  of  thofe  who  have  been 

folely- 
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folely  influenced  by  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  me — can  you  regard  them 
as  criminals?  As  to  thofe  who  by 
exceffes,  in  which  I  can  perceive 
perfonal  injuries  have  brought  upon 
them  the  profecution  of  the  laws,  I 
fhall  prove  in  my  conduit  to  them, 
that  I  am  the  king  of  all,  the 
French. 

Louis. 

P.  S. — I  was  of  opinion,  gentle¬ 
men,  that  I  ought  to  pronounce  my 
folemn  acceptance  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  the  very  place  in  which  it 
was  formed — of  confequence  I  fhall 
come  in  perfon  to-morrow  at  noon 
to  the  national  aflembly. 


The  French  King’s  Speech  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly  on  accepting  the  Con- 
Jlitution ,  Sept.  1 4 th,  1 7  9*  1  * 

Gentlemen, 

I  Come  to  confecrate,  in  this  place, 
folemnly,  the  acceptance  which 

I  have  given  to  the  conftitutional 
ail :  in  confequence  of  which  I 
fwear  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation 
and  the  law ;  and  to  employ  all  the 
power  that  is  delegated  to  me,  to 
maintain  the  conftitution  decreed 
by  the  conftituting  national  aflem¬ 
bly.  May  this  great  and  memor¬ 
able  epoch  be  that  of  the  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  peace  and  union,  and 
become  the  furety  of  the  happinefs 
of  the  people,  and  the  profperity  of 
the  empire  l 

The  Pref dent’s  Answer. 

Abufes  of  long  ftanding,  which 
had  triumphed  over  the  good  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  bell:  of  kings,  and 
had  inceflantly  braved  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  throne,  oppreffbd  France. 
Depofitary  of  the  wilhes,  rights, 
and  power  of  the  people,  the  na» 
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tional  aflembly  has  efl'ablifhed,  by 
the  deftruttion  of  all  abufes,  the  fo- 
lid  bafts  of  public  profperity.  Sire, 
what  this  aflembly  has  decreed,  the 
national  concurrence  has  ratified. 
The  moft  complete  execution  of  its 
decrees,  in  all  parts  of  the  empire, 
attefts  the  general  fentiment.  It 
deranges  the  weak  plans  of  thofe 
whom  difeontent  has  too  long  kept 
blind  to  their  own  interefls.  It  pro- 
mifes  to  your  majefty,  that  yotir 
wilhes  for  the  welfare  of  the  French 
will  no  longer  be  vain. 

The  national  aflembly  has  nothing 
more  to  deflre,  on  this  ever-memo- 
rable  day,  in  which  you  complete, 
in  its  bofom,  by  the  mod  folemn 
engagement,  the  acceptation  of  con- 
ftitutional  royalty.  It  is  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  French,  it  is  their  con¬ 
fidence,  which  Confers  upon  yon 
that  pure  and  refpeftable  title  to 
the  molt  definable  crown  in  the  uni- 
verfe ;  and  what  fecures  it  to  you. 
Sire,  is  the  unperifhable  authority  of 
a  conftitution  freely  decreed.  It  is 
the  invincible  force  of  a  people  who 
feel  themfelves  worthy  of  liberty. 
It  is  the  necejpjy  which  fo  great  a  na¬ 
tion  will  ever  have  for  an  hereditary 
monarchy. 

When  your  majefty,  waiting 
from  experience  the  lights  which 
are  about  to  be  fpread  by  the  prac¬ 
tical  refult  of  the  conftitution,  pro- 
mifes  to  maintain  it  at  home,  and 
to  defend  it  from  external  attack, 
the  nation,  trufting  to  the  juftice  of 
its  rights,  and  the  confcioufnefs  of 
its  force  and  courage,  as  well  as  to 
the  loyalty  of  your  co-operation, 
can  entertain  no  apprehenfion  of 
alarms  from  without,  and  is  about 
to  contribute,  by  its  tranquil  confi¬ 
dence,  to  the  fpeedy  fuccefs  of  its 
internal  government. 

What  ought  to  be  great  in  your 

eyes. 


/ 
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eyes.  Sire,  dear  to  our  hearts,  and 
what  will  appear  with  lurtre  in  our 
hiftory,  is,  the  epoch  of  this  regene¬ 
ration;  which  gives  to  France,  ci¬ 
tizens — to  the  French,  a  country— 
to  you,  as  king,  a  new  title  of  gran¬ 
deur  and  of  glory — and  to  you  again, 
as  a  man,  a  new  fource  of  enjoy¬ 
ment,  and  new  fenfations  of  happi- 
nefs. 


fhe  French  King’s  Speech  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Afembly,  the  laft  Day  of  their 
Meeting,  Sept .  30,  1 79*  1  • 

Gentlemen, 

O  U  have  terminated  your  la¬ 
bours  :  the  conftitution  is 
finifhed.  I  have  promifed  to  main- 
rain  it,  to  caufe  it  to  be  executed : 
it  is  proclaimed  by  my  orders.  This 
conftitution,  from  which  France  ex¬ 
perts  profperity,  this  fruit  of  your 
cares  and  watchings  will  be  your 
recompence.  France,  made  happy 
by  your  labours,  will  communicate 
her  happinefs  to  you. 

Return  to  your  homes,  and  tell 
your  fellow-citizens,  that  the  happi¬ 
nefs  of  the  French  ever  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  objeft  of  my 
wifties  ;  that  I  neither  have,  nor  can 
have,  any  intereft  but  the  general 
intereft;  that  nay  profperity  confifts 
only  in  the  public  profperity;  that 

I  {hall  exert  all  the  powers  entrufted 
to  me  to  give  efficacy  to  the  new 
fyftem ;  that  I  fliall  communicate  it 
to  foreign  courts ;  and  ftiall,  in 
every  thing,  prove  that  I  can  be 
happy  only  in  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  of  France. 

Tell  them  alfo,  that  the  revolu¬ 
tion  has  reached  its  period,  and  that 
the  firmed:  fupport  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  is  now  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
order.  You,  gentlemen,  in  your 
feveral  departments,  will  undopbt- 


GISTER,  I79r. 

edly  fecond  my  vigilance  and  care 
with  all  your  power ;  you  will  give 
the  firft  example  of  fubmiflion  to  the 
laws  which  you  have  framed ;  in 
the  capacity  of  private  citizens  you 
will  difplay  the  fame  character  as 
in  the  capacity  of  public  men ;  and 
the  people,  feeing  their  legiflators 
exercife,  in  private  life,  thofe  vir¬ 
tues  which  they  have  proclaimed  in 
the  national  afiembly,  will  imitate 
them,  difcharge  with  pleafure  the 
obligations  which  the  public  intereft 
impofes  on  them,  and  cheerfully 
pay  the  taxes  decreed  by  their  re- 
prefentatives.  It  is  by  this  happy 
union  of  fentiments,  of  wiffies,  and 
exertions,  that  the  conftitution  will 
be  confirmed,  and  that  the  nation 
will  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which 
it  guarantees. 

TheP  ref  dent’s  Anfwer. 
f  Sire, 

The  adherence  of  the  nation  ra¬ 
tifies  the  conftitution  decreed  by 
the  afiembly  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation.  Your  majefty  has 
accepted  it,  and  the  public  joy  is  a 
fufficient  teftimony  of  the  general 
alien t.  It  promifes  that  your  ma¬ 
jefty  will  no  longer  defire  in  vain 
the  happinefs  of  the  French.  On 
this  memorable  day,  the  national 
afiembly  has  nothing  more  to  wifh ; 
and  the  nation,  by  its  tranquil  con¬ 
fidence,  is  ready  to  co-operate  for 
the  prompt  fuccefs  of  its  internal 
government. 


Proclamation  of  the  French  King, 
Sept.  3©,  1791. 

Louis, 

By  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  the 
conftitotional  law  of  the  Hate, 

king 
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king  of  the  French.  To’  all  ci¬ 
tizens— -greetino;  : 

O  O 

I  Have  accepted  the  conftitution  : 

I  will  ufe  all  my  endeavours  to 
maintain  it,  and  caufe  it  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted. 

The  revolution  is  completed.  It 
is  time  that  the  re-eftabiifhment  of 
order  Humid  give  to  the  conftitution. 
the  fupport  which  is  Hill  mod  ne- 
celfary;  it  is  time  to  fix  the  opinion 
of  Europe  on  the  deftiny  of  France, 
and  to  fhew  that  the  French  are 
worthy  to  be  free. 

But  my  vigilance  and  my  cares 
ought  ftill  to  be  feconded  by  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  friends  of 
their  country,  and  of  liberty.  It  is 
by  fubmifiion  to  the  laws;  it  is  by 
abjuring  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  all 
the  paffions  which  accompany  it ; 
it  is  by  a  happy  union  of  fenti- 
ments,  of  wifhes,  and  of  endea¬ 
vours,  that  the  conftitution  will  be 
confirmed,  and  that  the  nation  will 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  it 
fee  u  res. 

Let  every  idea  of  intolerance 
then  be  abandoned  for  ever;  let  the 
rafh  defire  of  independence  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  confounded  with  the  love  of 
liberty;  let  thofe  pernicious  terms 
of  reproach,  with  which  it  has  been 
attempted  to  inflame  the  people, 
be  irrevocably  banifhed ;  let  reli¬ 
gious  opinions  no  longer  be  a  fource 
of  perlecution  and  animoftty ;  let 
all  who  obferve  the  laws  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  adopt  that  form  of  worfhip 
to  which  they  are  attached ;  and  let 
no  party  give  offence  to  thofe  who 
may  follow  opinions  different  from 
their  own  from  motives  of  con¬ 
fidence.  But  it  is  not  fufficient  to 
fhiin  thofe  excefies  to  which  you 
might  be  carried  by  a  fpirit  of  vio¬ 
lence  ;  you  muft  likewife  fulfil  the 
Vou  XXXIII. 
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obligations  which  are  impofed  by 
the  public  intereft.  One  of  the  firft, 
one  of  the  moft  eflential,  is  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  contributions  eflablifh- 
ed  by  your  reprefentatives.  It  is 
for  the  obfer vance  of  engagements, 
which  national  honour  has  rendered 
facred,  for  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  ftate,  for  its  external  fecuri- 
ty ;  it  is  for  the  liability  of  the 
conftitution  itfelf  that  I  remind  you 
of  this  indifpenfable  duty. 

Citizens,  armed  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  law  ;  national  guards 
never  forget  that  it  is  to  protect  the 
fafety  of  perfons  and  of  property, 
the  collection  of  public  contribu¬ 
tions,  the  circulation  of  grain  and 
provifions,  that  the  arms  which  you 
bear  have  been  delivered  into  your 
hands.  It  belongs  to  you  to  feel 
that  juftice  and  mutual  utility  de¬ 
mand,  that,  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  fame  empire,  abundance  fliould 
be  applied  to  the  aid  of  indigence ; 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  public 
force  to  promote  the  advancement 
of  commerce,  as  the  means  of  re¬ 
medying  the  intemperance  of  fta- 
fons,  corre&ing  the  inequality  of 
harveft,  uniting  together  all  the 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  eftabl  idl¬ 
ing  a  community  of  the  various 
productions  ©f  their  foil  and  in- 
duftry. 

And  you,  whom  the  people  have 
chofen  to  watch  over  their  interefts : 
you  alfo,  on  whom  they  have  con¬ 
ferred  the  formidable  power  of  de¬ 
termining  on  the  property,  the  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  life  of  citizens ;  you 
too,  whom  they  have  inftituted  to 
adjuft  their  differences,  members  of 
the  different  adminiftrative  bodies, 
judges  of  tribunals,  juftices  of  peace, 
I  recommend  to  you  to  be  impreffed 
with  the  importance  and  dignity  of 
your  functions.  Fulfil  them  with 
*  L 
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zeal,  with  courage,  with  impartia¬ 
lity.  Labour  with  me  to  reftore 
peace,  and  the  government  of  laws ; 
and,  by  thus  fecuring  the  happinefs 
of  the  nation,  prepare  for  the  return 
of  thofe  whofe  abfence  has  only  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  fear  of  diforder  and 
violence. 

And  all  you,  who  from  different 
motives  have  quitted  your  coun¬ 
try,  your  king  invites  you  to  return 
to  your  fellow-citizens ;  he  invites 
you  to  yield  to  the  public  vvilh  and 
the  national  intereft.  Return  with 
confidence  under  the  fecurity  of 
law  ;  and  this  honourable  return,  at 
the  moment  when  the  confutation 
is  definitively  fettled,  will  render 
more  eafy,  and  more  expeditious, 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  order  and  of 
tranquillity. 

And  you,  French  people,  a  na¬ 
tion  illuftrious  for  fo  many  ages, 
fhovv  yeurfelves  magnanimous  and 
generous  at  the  moment  when  your 
liberty  is  confirmed;  refume  your 
happy  character  ;  let  your  modera¬ 
tion  and  vvifdom  revive  among  you 
the  fecurity  which  the  difturbances 
of  the  revolution  had  banifhed; 
and  let  your  king  henceforth  enjoy 
without  inquietude,  and  without 
moleftation,  thofe  teftimonies  of  at¬ 
tachment  and  fidelity  which  can 
alone  fecure  his  happinefs. 

Done  at  Paris, 

28th  Sept.  1791. 

(Signed)  Louis, 

(and  underneath)  De  Lessart. 


*The  French  King’s  Speech  to  the 
neojj  National  AJfembly ,  Ocl.  pthy 
1791. 

Gentlemen, 

SSEMBLED 
conftitution 
powers  which  it 


you  will  undoubtedly  conftder  as 
among  your  firft  duties,  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  operations  of  government ; 
to  confirm  public  credir;  to  add, 
if  pofiible,  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
engagements  of  the  nation  ;  to  fhevv 
that  liberty  and  peace  are  compati¬ 
ble  ;  and,  finally,  to  attach  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  new  laws,  by  convinc¬ 
ing  them  that  thofe  laws  are  for 
their  good.  • 

Your  experience  of  the  effe&s  of 
the  new  order  of  things,  in  the  fe- 
veral  departments  from  which  you 
come,  will  enable  you  to  judge  of 
what  may  be  yet  wanting  to  bring 
it  to  perfection,  and  make  it  eafy 
for  you  to  devife  the  molt  proper 
means  of  giving  the  neceftary  force 
and  a&ivity  to  the  adminiftration. 

For  my  own  part,  called  by  the 
conftitution  to  examine,  as  firft  re- 
prefentative  of  the  people,  and  for 
their  intereft,  the  laws  prefented  for 
my  fanciion,  and  charged  with  cauf- 
ing  them  to  be  executed,  it  is  alfo* 
my  duty  to  propofe  to  you  fuch  ob- 
jedts  as  I  think  ought  to  be  taken 
into  conftderation  in  the  courfe  of! 
your  feftion. 

You  will  fee  the  propriety  of  fix¬ 
ing  your  immediate  attention  on  the; 
ftate  of  the  finances,  and  you  will 
feel  the  importance  of  eftablifhing 
an  equilibrium  between  the  receipt! 
and  the  expenditure,  of  accelerating! 
the  afieffment  and  the  collection  of 
taxes,  of  introducing  an  invariable 
order  into  all  parts  of  this  vaft  ad¬ 
miniftration,  and  thus  providing  at 
once  for  the  fupport  of  the  ftate,  and 
the  relief  of  the  people. 

The  civil  laws  will  alfo  demand 
your  care,  which  you  will  have  to 
render  conformable  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitution.  You  will 


by  virtue  of  the 

to  exercife  the  alfo  have  to  ftmplify  the  mode  of 
delegates  to  you,  proceeding  in  the  courts  of  law,  and 

■  -  rentier! 
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jfender  the  attainment  of  juftice  mote 
eafy  and  more  prompt. 

You  will  perceive  the  neceflity  of 
eftablilhing  a  fyftem  of  national  edu¬ 
cation,  and  of  giving  a  folid  bafis  to 
public  fpirit.  You  will  encourage 
commerce  and  induftry,  the  progrefs 
of  which  has  fo  great  an  influence 
on  the  agriculture  and  the  wealth  of 
the  kingdom;  and  you  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  permanent  difpofltions 
for  affording  work  and  relief  to  the 
indigent. 

I  fhall  make  known  my  firm  defire 
for  the  re-eftabliihment  of  order  and 
difcipline  in  the  army;  and  I  fhall 
negleCt  no  means  that  may  contri¬ 
bute  to  reftore  confidence  among  all 
who  compofe  it,  and  to  put  it  into  a 
condition  to  fecure  the  defence  of 
the  realm.  If  the  laws  in  this  refpeCt 
are  infufficient,  I  fhall  make  known 
to  you  the  meafures  that  feem  to 
me  to  be  proper,  and  you  v/ill  decide 
upon  them. 

I  fhall  in  the  fame  manner  com¬ 
municate  my  fentiments  refpeCling 
the  navy,  that  important  part  of  the 
public  force  deftined  to  protect  trade 
and  the  colonies. 

We  fhall  not,  I  hope,  be  troubled 
with  any  attack  from  abroad.  I 
have  taken,  from  the  moment  that  I 
accepted  the  conftitution,  and  I  ftill 
continue  to  take,  the  fteps  that  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  the  moll  proper  to  fix  the 
opinion  of  foreign  powers  in  our  fa¬ 
vour,  and  to  maintain  with  them  the 
good  intelligence  and  harmony  that 
ought  to  fecv.re  to  us  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  peace.  I  expeCt  the  beft 
effects  from  them;  but  this  expecta¬ 
tion  does  not  prevent  me  from  pur¬ 
filing,  with  activity,  thofe  meafures 
of  precaution,  which  prudence  ought 
to  dictate. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  that  your  im¬ 
portant  labours  and  your  zeal  may 
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produce  the  effeCts  expeCted  from 
them,  it  is  necefi'ary  that  conflant 
harmony  and  unalterable  confidence 
fhould  reign  between  the  legiflative 
body  and  the  king.  The  enemies 
of  our  repofe  are  but  too  fludious  to 
difunite  us:  the  love  of  diir  country 
muft  therefore  rally  us,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft  render  us  infeparable* 
Thus  the  public  force  will  be  exert¬ 
ed  without  obftruCtion,  the  admini- 
ftration  will  not  be  haraffed  by  vain 
alarms,  the  property  and  the  religion, 
of  every  man  will  be  equally  pro¬ 
tected,  and  no  pretext  will  be  left 
for  any  perfon  to  live  at  a  diftanccy 
from  a  country  where  the  laws 
are  in  vigour,  and  men’s  rights  fe- 
fpeCted. 

It  is  on  this  great  bafis  of  order 
that  the  liability  of  the  conftirution, 
the  fuccefs  of  your  labours,  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  empire,  the  fource  of  all 
kinds  of  profperity,  fcmlt  depend. 
It  is  to  this,  gentlemen,  that  we  all 
ought  to  turn  our  thoughts  in  this 
moment  with  the  utmoft  pofiible 
vigour;  and  this  is  the  object  that 
I  recommend  the  molt  particu¬ 
larly  to  your  zeal,  and  to  your  pa- 
triotifin. 

The  President's  Anfveer. 

Sire, 

Your  prefence  in  the  midft  of  us 
is  a  new  engagement  which  yon 
take  to  the  country.  A  conftitution 
is  eftablilhed,  and  with  it  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  Frenchmen.  You  are  to  che- 
rifh  it  as  a  citizen;  as  king  you  are 
to  maintain  and  to  defend  it.  In- 
Head  of  violating,  it  afcertains  your 
power;  it  has  given  you, as  friends, 
all  thofe  who  formerly  called  them- 
felves  only  your  fubjeCts.  \_Here  a 
bar (i  of  applaufe. ]  You  have  reafou 
to  be  beloved  by  Frenchmen.  You 

*  L  2  laid 
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faid  fo,  fire,  fome  days  ago,  in  this 
temple  of  the  country,  and  voe  alfo 
have  reafon  to  love  you.  [The  plaudits 
are  reiterated .]  The  conilitution 
has  made  you  the  fird  monarch  in 
the  world.  '  Your  love  for  it  places 
your  majedy  in  the  rank  of  the  moll 
favoured  kings,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  people  will  make  you  the  mod 
happy.  May  our  mutual  union 
make  us  fpeedily  feel  its  happy  in¬ 
fluence,  purify  legidation,  re-confirm 
public  credit,  overthrow  anarchy ! 
Such  is  our  duty,  Tuch  are  our  willi¬ 
es,  fuch  are  your’s,  fire.  Such  are 
our  hopes,  and  the  benediction  of 
Frenchmen  will  be  our  reward. 


McjJ'age  from  the  National  AJJembly  to 
the  French  King ,  Nov.  29,  1791. 

Sire, 

SCARCE  had  the  national  af- 
fembly  cad  their  eyes  on  the 
fituation  of  the  kingdom',  when  they 
perceived  that  the  troubles  which 
dill  agitate  it  have  their  fource  in 
the  criminal  preparations  of  the 
French  emigrants. 

Their  audacity  is  fupported  by 
German  princes,  who  mifWderdand 
the  treaties  figned  between  them  and 
France,  and  who  a  debt  to  forget, 
that  to  the  empire  of  France  they  are 
indebted  for  the  treaty  of  Weftpha- 
•lia,  which  guarantees  their  rights  and 
'their  fafety. 

Their  hoftile  preparations— -their 
menaces  of  invafion  call  for  arma¬ 
ments  that  abforb  immenfe  fums, 
which  the  nation  would  have  joyful¬ 
ly  paid  to  its  creditors. 

To  you,  fire,  it  belongs  to  put  a 
(top  to  them;  to  hold  to  foreign 
powers  the  language  that  becomes 
the  king  of  the  French.  Tell  them 
that  wherever  preparations  agair.d 
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France  are  permitted,  France  cm 

fee  only  enemies;  that  we  will 

religioudy  obferve  the  oath  to 

make  no  conqueds ;  that  we  offer 

them  the  good  neighbourhood,  the 

inviolable  amity  of  a  free  and 
•< 

powerful  people ;  that  we  will 
refped  their  laws,  their  cudoms, 
and  their  conditutidns ;  but  that  we 
in  fid  upon  our  own  being  refpeded. 
Tell  them,  that  if  the  German  prin¬ 
ces  continue  to  favour  preparations 
direded  againd  the  French,  we  will 
carry  among  them  not  fire  and 
fvvord,  but  liberty.  It  is  for  them 
to  calculate  what  may  be  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  alarm  of  nations, 

For  two  years  that  French  patri¬ 
ots  have  been  perfecuted  on  the 
frontiers,  and  that  rebels  have  there 
found  fuccour,  what  ambaffador  has 
fpoken  in'your  name  as  he  ought ? 
Not  one. 

If  the  French  who  were  driven 
from  the  country  by  the  revocation 
of  the  edid  of  Nantes  had  affembled 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  if  they  had 
been  protected  by  the  princes  of 
Germany,  fire,  we  appeal  to  you, 
what  would  have  been  the  conduit 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  ?  Would  he 
have  fuffered  fuch  affemblings  ? 
Would  he  have  permitted  fuccours 
given  by  princes  who,  under  the 
name  of  allies,  aft  like  enemies? 
What  he  would  have  done  for  his 
authority,  let  your  majedy  do  for 
the  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  the 
maintaining  of  the  conditution. 

Sire,  your  intered, your  dignity, the 
infulted  greatnefs  of  the  nation,  all 
didate  a  language  very  different  from 
that,  of  your  ambaffadors.  The  na¬ 
tion  expeds  from  you  energetic  de¬ 
clarations  to  the  circles  of  the  Upper 
and  the  Lower  Rhine,  the  eledors  or 
Treves  and  Mentz,  and  the  bifhop 
of  Spire. 


Let 


STATE 

Let  them  be  fuch  as  that  the 
hordes  of  the  emigrants  may  be  in- 
ftantly  difperfed.  Prefcribe  an  ear¬ 
ly  period,  beyond  which/  no  dilatory 
anfwer  fhall  be  received.  Let 
your  declaration  be  Supported  by 
movements  of  the  forces  entrufted 
to  you,  and  let  the  nation  know 
who  are  its  friends  and  its  enemies. 
In  this  fplendid  meafure  we  fliall 
recognize  the  defender  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

You  will  thus  allure  the  tranquilli¬ 
ty  of  the  empire  infeparable  from 
your  own  ;  and  you  will  haftenthofe 
days  of  national  profperity,  in  which 
peace  fhall  reftore  order  and  the 
reign  of  the  lav/s,  in  which  your 
happinefs  fhall  be  united  with  that 
of  all  the  French. 

Anfveer, 

I  will  take  the  meiTage  of  the 
national  afiembly  into  the  moll;  fe¬ 
rrous  confideration.  You  know  that 
I  have  omitted  nothing  to  fecure  the 
public  tranquillity  at  home,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  conftitution,  and  to  make  it 
refpedted  abroad. 


''The  French  King's  Speech  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Ajfe??ibly,  December  i  gib, 

1791. 

Gentlemen, 

Have  taken  your  melfage  of  the 
29th'  of  lalt  month  into  deep  con¬ 
fideration.  In  a  cafe  that  involves 
the  honour  of  the  French  people, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  be  myfelf  the 
bearer  of  my  anfvver.  The  nation 
cannot  but  applaud  thcfe  communi¬ 
cations  between  its  eledted  and  its 
hereditary  reprefentative. 

You  have  invited  me  to  take  de- 
cifive  meafures  to  effedt  a  ceflation 
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of  thofe  external  aflemblages  which 
keep  up  a  hateful  difquiet  and  fer¬ 
mentation  in  the  bofom  of  France, 
render  necelfary  an  oppreffive  aug- 
mentationpof  expence,  and  expofe 
liberty  to  greater  danger  than  am 
open  and  declared  war.  You  defire 
me  to  caufe  declarations  to  be  made 
to  the  neighbouring  princes,  who, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  good  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations,  protedt  thefe  affem- 
blages,  that  the  nation  can  no  long¬ 
er  fuffer  this  want  of  refpedt  and 
thefe  fources  of  hoilility.  Finally, 
you  have  given  me  to  underfland, 
that  one  general  fenfation  is  felt  bv 
the  nation,  and  that  the  cry  of  all 
the  French  is  for  war,  in  preference 
to  a  ruinous  and  degrading  pati¬ 
ence. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  long  thought 
thatGur  circumfiances  required  great 
circumfpedlion  in  our  meafures ;  that 
having  fcarcely  yet  weathered  the 
agitations  and  Forms  of  a  revolution, 
and  in  the  firk  e flays  of  an  infant 
conftitution  no  means  ought  to  be 

O 

negledledthat  could  preferve  France 
from  the  incalculable  evils  of  war, 
Thefe  means  I  have  always  employ¬ 
ed.  On  the  one  hand,  I  have  done 
every  thing  to  recal  the  French 
emigrants  to  the  bofom  of  their 
country,  and  induce  them  to  fubmit 
to  the  new  laws  which  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  nation  has  adopted; 
on  the  other,  I  have  employed  ami¬ 
cable  intimations;  I  have  caufed  for¬ 
mal  and  precife  requifttions  to  be 
made,  to  divert  the  neighbouring 
princes  from  giving  them  a  fupport 
calculated  to  flatter  their  hopes,  and 
encourage  them  in  their  rath  de- 
figns. 

The  emperor  has  done  all  that 
was  to  be  expedited  from  a  faith¬ 
ful  ally,  by  forbidding  and  dim 

*L  3  periing 
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perflng  all  aflemblages  within  his  fail  to  qccaflon.  Much  may  un-r 
states.  doubtedly  be  expe&ed  from  his  in-, 


My  meafures  at  the  courts  of  other 
princes,  have  not  been  equally  fuc- 
cefsful.  Unaccommodating  an¬ 
swers  have  been  given  to  nfy  requi- 
fitions. 

Thefe  unjufl;  refufals  call  for  re- 
folutions  of  another  kind.  The  na¬ 
tion  has  manifeiled  its  wifhes.  You 
have  collected  them,  you  have 
weighed  the  confequcnces,  you  have 
expreffed  them  to  me  by  your  mef- 
fage.  Gentlemen,  you  have  not 
anticipated  me.  As  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people,  I  felt  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  injuries;  and  I  am  now  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  the  refolution  I  have 
taken  to  purfue— demand  [ Repeated 
4. tpplaufes ,  and  fonts  of  Five  le 
Roi  !  ] 

I  have  caufed  a  declaration  to  be 
made  to  the  elector  of  Treves,  that 
if,  before  the  15th  of  January,  he 
do  not  put  a  hop,  within  hisilates, 
to  all  collecting  of  troops,  and  all 
hoflile  difpofitions  on  the  part  of  the 
Trench,  who  have  taken  refuge  in 
them,  I  fhall  no  longer  coniider 
him  but  as  the  enemy  of  France. 
[Shouts  cf  applaufe ,  and  Vive  le  Roi  /] 
— Ifhallcaufe  flmilar  declarations  to 
be  made  to  all  who  favour  alfym- 
blages  contrary  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  by  fecuring 
to  foreigners  all  the  protection  which 
they  ought  to  expeCt  from  our  laws, 
X  fhall  have  a  right  to  demand  a 
fpeedy  and  complete  reparation  of 
all  the  injuries  which  Frenchmen 
may  have  received. 

1  have  written  to  the  emperor,  to 
engage  him  to  continue  his  good  of¬ 
fices,  and,  if  necefiary,  tq  exert  his 
authority,  as  head  of  the  empire,  to 
avert  the  evils  which  the  obilinacy 
of  certain  members  of  the  Germanic 
body,  if  longer  perflited  in,  cannot 


terpofitiop,  fupported  by  the  power¬ 
ful  influence  of  his  example ;  but  I 
am,  at  the  fame  time,  making  the 
moil  proper  military  arrangements 
to  render  thefe  declarations  refpeCt- 
ed. 

And  if  they  {hall  not  be  attended 
to,  then,  gentlemen,  it  will  only 
remain  for  me  to  propofe  war  j 
war,  which  a  people,  who  have  fq- 
lemnly  renounced  conqueft,  never 
make  without  neeeflity ;  but  which  a 
nation,  happy  and  free,  know  how  to 
undertake  when  their  fafety-— when 
honour  commands. 

But  in  courageoufly  abandoning 
ourfelves  to  this  refolution,  let  us 
hailen  to  employ  the  only  means 
that  can  a  Imre  its  fuccefs.  Turn 
your  attention,  gentlemen,  to  the 
ftate  of  the  finances ;  confirm  the 
national  credit ;  watch  over  the  pub¬ 
lic  fortune.  Let  your  deliberations, 
ever  governed  by  conflituticnai 
principles,  take  a  grand,  high-fpirit- 
ed,  and  authoritative  courfe,  the  only 
one  that  befits  the  legiflators  of  a 
great  empire.  Let  the  conflituted 
powers  refpeCl  themfelves  to  be  re- 
fpe&ed;  let  them  give  mutual  aid 
in  Head  of  mutual  impediment;  and 
finally,  let  it  appear  that  they  are 
diftinCt,  but  not  enemies  [ applaud¬ 
ed ].  It  is  time  to  fhew  to  foreign 
nations  that  the  French  people,  theii: 
reprefentatives,  and  their  king,  are 
but  one  [ applaudedf 

It  is  to  this  union,  and  alfo,  let 
us  never  forget  it,  to  the  refpeCl  we 
pay  to  the  government  of  other 
Hates,  that  the  fafety,  confequence, 
and  glory  of  the  empire  are  attach¬ 
ed. 

For  my  part,  gentlemen,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  furround 
with  difgufls  the  extreife  of  the  au¬ 
thority 
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tKorlty  which  is  confided  to  me.  In 
the  face  of  all  France  I  declare,  that 
nothing  fhall  weary  my  perfeyerance, 
or  relax  my  efforts.  It  fhall  not  be 
owing  to  me  that  the  law  does  not 
become  .the  protection  of  the  citizen 
and  the  terror  of  the  diilurber 
\_fbcuts  of  V ive  le  Roi  ! ]  I  fhall  faith¬ 
fully  preferve  the  depofit  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  no  confideration  fhall 
determine  me  to  fuffer  it  to  be  in¬ 
fringed  \_applcuidsd'\.  If  men,  who 
only  wifh  for  difeord,  and  trouble, 
take  occafion  from  this  firmnefs,  to 
calumniate  my  intentions,  I  will  not 
itoop  to  repel  by  words  the  injurious 
fufpicions  they  may  choofe  to  circu¬ 
late.  Thofe.who  watch  the  progrefs 
of  government  with  an  attentive, 
but  unprejudiced  eye,  mull  fee  that 
I  never  depart  from  the  conftitution- 
al  line,  and  that  I  feel  profoundly 
how  glorious  it  is  to  be  the  king  of  a 
free  people. 

<The  Prefdends  Anfwer. 

The  affembly  will  take  the  propo¬ 
rtions  you  have  made  into  confider¬ 
ation,  and  communicate  their  deter¬ 
mination  by  a  meffage. 
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attention  on  the  decifive  meafures 
which  you  announce ;  and  if  the  ordtr 
of  events  fhall  make  thefe  meafures 
neceffary,  they  promife  to  your  ma- 
jefty  more  true  glory  than  was 
ever  obtained  by  any  of  your  ances¬ 
tors. 

They  promife  to  Europe  the  new 
fpedtacle  of  a  great  people,  outraged 
in  its  immutable  love  of  liberty, 
'arming  the  hand  in  union  with  the 
heart. 

Every  where  the  French  people 
will  oppofe  themfelves  with  vigour 
to  their  enemies,  from  the  Rhine  to 
the  Pyrenees;  from  the  AIds  to  the 
Ocean.  All  French  (hall  be  cover¬ 
ed  by  the  regards  of  a  good  king, 
and  by  foldiirs  intrepid  and  faith¬ 
ful. 

Behold,  fire,  the  family  that  de- 
ferve  your  heart — thefe  are  your 
friends — thefe  will  never  abandon 
you. 

All  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  people — all  true  Frenchmen 
guarantee,  on  their  heads,  the  defence 
of  a  conf  itulion  which  they  have 
fjjorn,  and  of  a  beloved  king  why's 
throne  they  have  ef  ablijhed. 


Addrefs  from  the  National  Affembly  to 
the  French  King,  December  1 6th, 

IJ91. 

Sire, 

N  the  language  which  your  ma- 
jefty  held  to  them,  the  national 
affembly  recognize  the  king  of  the 
French. .  They  feel  more  than  ever 
how  truly  valuable  is  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  two  branches  of  power, 
and  a  frank  communication,  which 
is  the  defire,  and  will  be  the  welfare 
of  the  empire. 

Sire,  the  affembly  will  fix  all  their 


Authentic  Copy  of  the  French  Confii- 
tution,  as  revifed  and  amended  by 
the  National  Affembly,  and  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  King  on  the  ^d  cf 
September,  1791. 

N.  B.  Alterations  and  additions  are  marked 
with  turned  commas. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  RIGHTS 
OF  A  MAM  AND  A  CITIZEN. 

f  f'HE  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  of  France  formed  into 

a  national  affembly,  confidering  that 
*  L  igno- 
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ignorance,  forgetfulnefs,  or  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  rights  of  men,  are  the 
fo’e  caufes  of  public  grievances, 
and  of  the  corruption  of  govern¬ 
ment,  have  refolved  to  exhibit,  in  a 
folemn  declaration,  the  natural,  un¬ 
alienable,  and  facred  rights  of  man, 
in  order  that  this  declaration,  ever 
prefent  to  all  the  members  of  the 
social  eody,  may  inceflantly  re¬ 
mind  them  of  their  rights  and  of 
their  duties;  to  the  end  that  the 
a£ls  of  the  Iegiilative  power,  and 
thofe  of  the  executive  power,  being 
every  moment  compared  with  the 
end  of  all  political  inllitutions,  may 
acquire  the  more  refpect ;  in  order 
alfo  that  the  remonft  ranees  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  founded  henceforward  on 
fimple  and  inconteftible  principles, 
may  ever  tend  to  maintain  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  to  promote  the  gene¬ 
ral  good. 

For  this  reafon  the  national  af- 
fembly  recognizes  and  declares,  in 
the  prefence,  and  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  following 
rights  of  a  man  and  a  citizen  : 

I.  All  men  are  born,  and  re¬ 
main,  free  and  equal  in  rights :  fo- 
cial  diftin&ions  cannot  be  founded 
but  on  common  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  af- 
fociations  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of 
man:  thefe  rights  are  liberty,  pro¬ 
perty,  fecurity,  and  refinance  againd 
oppreflion. 

III.  The  principle  of fovereignty 
refldes  efientiallv  in  the  nation  :  no 
body  of  men ,  no  individual ,  can  ex- 
ercife  an  authority  that  does  not 
emanate  exprefsly  from  that  fource. 

IV.  Liberty  con  lifts  in  the  power 
of  doing  every  thing,  except  that 
which  is  hurtful  to  another:  hence, 
the  exercife  of  the  natural  rights  of 
every  man  has  no  other  bounds  than 


thofe  that  are  neceflary  to  enfure  to 
the  other  members  of  fociety  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fame  rights :  thofe 
bounds  can  be  determined  by  the 
law  only. 

V.  Tke  law  has  a  right  to  forbid 
thofe  a&ions  alone,  that  are  hurtful 
to  fociety.  Whatever  is  not  forbid¬ 
den  by  the  law,  cannot  be  hindered  ; 
and  no  perfon  can  be  conftrained  to 
do  that  which  the  law  ord^ineth 
not. 

VI.  The  law  is  the  expreflion 
of  the  general  will :  all  the  citizens 
have  a  right  to  concur  perfonally, 
or  by  their  reprefentatives,  to  the 
formation  of  the  law  :  it  ought  to 
be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  pro¬ 
tect,  or  whether  it  puniih.  All  citi¬ 
zens  being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  are  equally  admifiible  to  digni¬ 
ties,  places,  and  public  offices,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  capacity,  and  with¬ 
out  any  other  diftinction  but  that  of 
their  virtue,  and  their  talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed, 
arrefted,  or  detained,  except  in 
cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  ac7 
cording  to  the  forms  which  the  law 
hath  preferibed.  Thofe  who  folicit, 
difpatch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be 
executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to 
be  punifhed ;  but  every  citizen  that 
is  fummoned  or  feized  in  virtue  of 
the  law,  ought  to  obey  infiantly — • 
he  becomes  culpable  by  refiftance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  eftablifh 
fuch  punifhments  only  as  are  ft;i£t- 
ly  and  evidently  neceflary;  and  no 
perfon  can  be  puniflied,  but  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  law  eftabliihed  and  promul¬ 
gated  prior  to  the  offence,  and  le¬ 
gally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed 
innocent  till  fuch  time  as  he  has 
been  declared  guilty,  if  it  ihall  bej 
deemed  abfolutely  neceflary  to  arreft: 
a  man,  every  kind  of  rigour  em- 

§  ed* 
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ployed,  not  necdfary  to  fecure  his 
perfon,  ought  to  be  feverely  repref- 
fed  by  the  law. 

X.  No  perfon  fhall  be  melefted 
for  his  opinions,  even  fuch  as  are  re¬ 
ligious,  provided  that  the  manifeft- 
ation  of  thofe  opinions  does  not  dif- 
turb  the  public  order  eftablifhed  by 
the  law. 

XI.  The  free  communication  of 
thought,  and  of  opinion,  is  one  of 
the  mod  precious  rights  of  man. 
Every  citizen,  therefore,  may  freely 
fpeak,  write,  and  publifh  his  fenti- 
ments ;  fubjeft,  however,  to  anfvver 
for  the  abufe  of  that  liberty,  in  cafes 
determined  by  the  law. 

Xil.  T  he  guarantee  of  the  rights 
of  man  and  citizens  involves  a  necef- 
ftty  of  public  force :  this  force  is  then 
inllituted  for  the  advantage  of  all, 
and  not  for  the  particular  utility  of 
thofe  to  whom  it  is  confided. 

XIII.  For  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  force,  and  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  adminiftration,  a  common 
Contribution  is  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary :  this  contribution  Ihould  be 
equally  divided  amongd  all  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  in  proportion  to  their  abi-  / 
Ikies, 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right, 
by  himfelf,  or  by  his  representatives, 
to  decide  concerning  the  neceffity  of 
the  public  contribution  ;  to  confent 
to  it  freely,  to  look  after  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  it ;  to  determine  the 
quantity,  the  didribution,  the  col- 
ledion,  and  duration. 

XV.  The  fociety  has  a  right  to 
.demand  from  every  public  agent,  an 
account  of  his  adminibr alien . 

XVI.  Every  fociety,  in  which 
the  guarantee  of  rights  is  not  af- 
fured,  nor  the  feparation  of  powers 
determined,  lias  no  conftitution , 

XVII.  Property  being  a  right 


inviolable  and  facred,  no  perfon  can 
be  deprived  of  it,  except  when  the 
public  neceffity,  legally  afeertained, 
{hall  evidently  require  it,  and  on 
condition  of  a  juft  and  previous  in¬ 
demnification. 


The  national  afiembly,  meaning 
to  eitablifh  the  French  conftitution 
c  :.h  principles  recognized  and  de¬ 
clared  above,  abolifhes  irrevocably, 
the  inftitutions  that  injure  liberty 
and  equality  of  rights. 

There  is  no  longer  nobility,  or 
peerage,  or  hereditary  didin6tions, 
or  diftindtion.  of  orders,  or  feudal 
fyftem,  or  patrimonial  jurifdi Elions, 
or  any  of  the  titles,  denominations, 
and  prerogatives  derived  from  them, 
or  any  orders  of  chivalry,  corpora¬ 
tions,  or  decorations,  for  which 
proofs  of  nobility  were  required, 
“  or  which  fuppofed  diftindlions  of 
“  birth,”  or  any  other  fuperiority, 
but  that  of  public  officers  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  funftiohs. 

No  public  office  is  any  longer 
faleable  or  hereditary. 

There  is  no  longer,  for  any  part 
of  the  nation,  or  for  any  individual, 
any  privilege  or  exception  to  the 
common  right  of  all  Frenchmen. 

There  is  no  longer  warden fhips, 
or  corporations  of  profeffions,  arts, 
and  crafts. 

The  law  no  longer  recognizes  re¬ 
ligious  vows,  or  any  other  engage¬ 
ments  contrary  to  natural  rights,  or 
to  the  conftitution. 


PART  I, 

FUNDAMENTAL  DISPOSITIONS 
GUARANTEED  BY  THE  CON¬ 
STITUTION. 

The  conftitution  guarantees,  as 
natural  and  civil  rights^ 

i.  That 
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1.  That  all  citizens  are  admif- 
iible  to  places  and  employments 
without  any  diflindtion,  but  that  of 
ability  and  virtue. 

2.  That  all  contributions  fhall  be 
divided  equally  among  all  the  citi¬ 
zens,  in  proportion  to  their  means. 

3.  That  the  fame  crimes  fhall  be 
fubjeft  to  the  fame  punifhments, 
without  any  diftin&ion  of  perfons. 

The  confutation  in  like  manner 
guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil 
rights. 

Liberty  to  all  men  of  going,  Hay¬ 
ing,  or  departing,  without  being  ar- 
refled,  or  detained,  but  according  to 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  the  conllitu- 
tion ; 

Liberty  to  all  men  of  fpeaking, 
writing,  printing,  and  "  publifhing 

their  thoughts,  without  having 
“  their  writings  fubjedted  to  any  ex- 
“  amination  or  infpection  be/ore 

publication  $”  and  of  exercifmg 
the  religious  w.orfhip  to  which  they 
are  attached  ; 

Liberty  to  all  citizens  of  affem- 
bling  peaceably,  and  without  arms, 
complying  with  the  laws  of  police  ; 

Liberty  of  addrcffmg  to  all  comii- 
tutional  authorities  petitions  indivi¬ 
dually  figned ; 

“  The  legiflative  power  cannot 
t(  make  laws  that  infringe  or  im- 
“  pede  the  exercife  of  the  natural 
“  and  civil  rights  recorded  in  this 

part,  and  guaranteed  by  the  con- 
“  dilution;”  but  as  liberty  coniilrs 
only  in  the  power  of  doing  whatever 
neither  injures  the  rights  of  another, 
nor  the  public  fafety,  the  law  may 
eftablifhpenalties  againft  adls,  which, 
attacking  either  the  public  fafety,  or 
the  rights  of  others,  would  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  fociety. 

The  conflitution  guarantees  the 
inviolability  of  property,  or  a  juft 


and  previous  indemnity  for  that  of 
which  public  neceffity,  legally  prov¬ 
ed,  fhall  require  the  facrifice. 

The  effects  deflined  to  the  ex-' 
pences  of  worlhip,  and  fervices  of 
public  utility,  belong  to  the  nation, 
and  are  at  all  times  at  its  difpofal. 

“'The  nation  preferves  and  af- 
<c  fures  the  alienations  which  have 
“  been,  gnd  which  fhall  be  made, 
“  according  to  the  forms  eftablifhed 

O 

“  by  the  law. 

“  The  citizens  have  a  right  to 
“  elect  or  chufe  the  minifters  of 
“  their  worfhip.” 

A  general  eftablifhment  of  public 
fucccurs  fnall  be  created  and  orga¬ 
nized,  <f  for  bringing  up  deferred 
{t  children,  relieving  the  infirm 
<c  poor,  and  providing  work  for  the 
te  poor  not  infirm,  who  cannot  pro- 
cure  it  for  themfelves.” 

A  public  inftrvMion  fhall  be  created 
and  organized,  common  to  all  citi¬ 
zens,  gratuitous  with  regard  to  thofe 
parts  of  tuition  indifpenfable  for  all 
men,  and  of  which  the  eflablifnment 
fhall  be  gradually  diftributed  in  a 
proportion  combined  with  the  di¬ 
vision  of  the  kingdom. 

“  National  feftivals  fhall  be  ef- 
“  tablifhedto  preferve  the  memory 
tc  of  the  French  revolution,  main- 
“  tain  fraternity  among  the  citi- 
“  zens,  and  attach  them  to  their 
“  country  and  the  laws.” 

“  A  code  of  civil  law  fhall  be 
framed  for  the  common  ufe  of  the 
“  whole  kingdom.” 


PART  II. 

OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  KING¬ 
DOM,  AND  THE  STATE  OF  CI-N 
TIZENS. 

1.  “  The  kingdom  is  one  and 

“  indi- 


STATE 

* *  indivifiblc;”  its  territory,  for 
adminiftration,  is  diftributed  into 
eighty-three  departments,  each  de¬ 
partment  into  diftridls,  each  diftrid 
into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  citizens. 

Who  are  born  in  France,  of  a 

French,  father; 

Who  having  been  born  in  France 
of  a  foreign  father,  have  fixed  their 
rehdence  in  the  kingdom ; 

Who  haying  been  born  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  country,  of  a  French  father, 
have  returned  to  fettle  in  France, 
and  have  taken  the  civic  oath ; 

In  fine,  who  having  been  born  in 
a  foreign  country,  being  defcended 
in  whatever  degree  from  a  French¬ 
man  or  Frenchwoman,  who  have 
left  their  country  from  religious 
motives,  come  to  refide  in  France, 
and  take  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Thofe  who  being  born  out 
of  the  kingdom,  of  foreign  parents, 
refide  in  France,  become  French  ci¬ 
tizens  after  five  years  of  continued 
jrefidence  in  the  kingdom ;  if,  be- 
fides,  they  have  acquired  real  pro¬ 
perty,  or  married  a  Frenchwoman, 
or  formed  “  an  agricultural  or” 
commercial  eftablilhment,  and  if 
they  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

IV.  The  legiflative  power  may, 
for  important  confiderations,  natu¬ 
ralize  a  foreigner,  upon  no  other 
condition,  than  that  of  refiding  in 
France,  and  taking  the  civic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is : — 7 f 'wear 
to  be  faithful  to  the  nation-,  the  lave, 
and  the  king ;  and  to  maintain,  nvith 
all  my  ptnver,  the  confitution  of  the 
kingdom,  decreed  by  the  confiituting 
national  affembly,  during  the  years 
1789,  J790,  and  I79I» 

VI.  The  right  of  French  citi- 
senfhip  is  loft, 

i  ft,  By  naturalization  in  a  foreign 
country; 
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zdly,  By  being  condemned  to  pe¬ 
nalties  which  involve  the  civic  de¬ 
gradation,  provided  the  perfon  con¬ 
demned  be  not  reinftated ; 

3dly,  By  a  fentence  of  contuma¬ 
cy,  provided  the  fentence  be  not  an¬ 
nulled  ; 

4thly.  By  initiation  into  any  fo¬ 
reign  order  or  body,  which  fuppofes 
either  proofs  of  nobility,  “  or  dif- 
t(  tindions  of  birth,  or  requires  re- 
<f  ligious  vows.”  , 


VII.  “  The  law  confiders  mar- 
“  riage  only  as  a  civil  contrad. 
“  The  legillatiVe  power  will  eftablifh 
“  for  all  inhabitants,  without  dif- 
“  tindion,  the  mode  by  which 
<f  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  fhall 
“  be  proved;  and  it. will  point  out 
<f  the  public  officers  who  lhall  re - 
“  eeive  and  preferve  the  authenti- 
“  cations  of  them.” 

VIII.  French  citizens  regarded 
in  the  light  of  thofe  local  relations 
which  arife  out  of  their  affociation  in 
cities,  and  in  certain  divifions  of 
territory,  in  the  country,  form  the 
communities. 

The  legiflative  power  may  fix  the 
extent  of  boundary  of  each  commu¬ 
nity. 

IX.  The  citizens  who  compofe 
each  community,  have  the  right  of 
choofmg,  from  time  to  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  forms  prefcribed  by 
the  law,  thofe  among  them  who, 
under  the  name  of  municipal  officers, 
are  charged  with  the  management 
of  the  particular  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

To  the  municipal  officers  may 
be  delegated  certain  fundions  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  general  intereft  of  the 
ftate. 

X.  The  rules  which  the  muni¬ 
cipal  officers  lhall  be  bound  to  fol¬ 
low  in  the  exercife,  both  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  functions,  and  of  thofe  which 


fhall 


✓ 


fhall  be  delegated  to  them  for  the 
general  interefl,  fhall  be  fixed  by  the 
laws. 


PART  III. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  POWERS. 

T.  The  fovereignty  is  one,  indi- 
vifible,  inalienable,  and  impre- 
“  fcriptible,”  and  it  belongs  to  the 
nation  :  no  flection  of  the  people,  or 
individual,  can  arrogate  the  exer- 
cife  of  it. 

II.  The  nation,  from  which  alone 
flow  all  powers,  cannot  exercife  them 
but  bV  delegation. 

The  French  conftitution  is  repre- 
fentative :  the  reprefentatives  are 
the  legiflative  body  and  the  king. 

III.  The  legiflative  power  is  de¬ 
legated  to  a  national  afiembly,  com- 
pofed  of  temporary  reprefentatives, 
freely  chofen  by  the  people,  to  be 
exercifed  by  this  afiembly,  with  the 
Aanftion  of  the  king,  in  manner  af¬ 
terwards  determined. 

IV.  The  government  is  monar¬ 
chical  :  the  executive  power  is  de¬ 
legated  to  the  king,  to  be  exercifed 
under  his  authority,  by  miniflers  and 
other  refponfible  agents,  in  manner 
afterwards  determined. 

V.  The  judicial  power  is  dele¬ 
gated  to  judges  chofen  from  time  to 
time  by  the  people. 


Chapter  I. 

Of  the  Legiflative  National  Affemhly. 

I.  The  national  afiembly,  form¬ 
ing  the  legiflative  body,is  permanent, 
Lnd  conflfls  of  one  chamber  only. 

II.  It  fhall  be  formed,  by  new 
elections,  every  two  years. 

Each  period  of  two  years  fhall 
form  one  legiflature. 


(e  The  difpofitions  of  the 
rf  preceding  article  fhall  not  take 
“  place,  with  refpedl  to  the  nextle- 
<c  giflative  body,  whofe  powers  fhall 
ee  ceafe  on  the  laft  day  of  April, 
“  I793-” 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body  fhall  be  matter  of  full 
right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot 
be  diffolved  by  the  king. 

Sect,  i  .  Number  of  Reprefentatives. 

— Bafs  of  Reprefentation. 

I.  The  number  of  reprefenta¬ 
tives  to  the  legiflative  body  fhall  be 
feven  hundred  and  forty-five,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  eighty-three  depart¬ 
ments  of  which  the  kingdom  is 
compofed ;  and  independent  of  thofe 
that  may  be  granted  to  the  colo¬ 
nies. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  be 
diftributed  among  the  eighty-three 
departments-,  according  to  the  three 
proportions  of  land,  of  population, 
and  the  contribution  direct. 

III.  Of  the  feven  hundred  and 
forty-five  reprefentatives  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  ferty-feven  are  attached  to 
the  land. — Of  thefe  each  department 
fhall  nominate  three,  except  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Paris,  which  fhall  nomi¬ 
nate  only  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  reprefentatives  are  attributed 
to  the  population.  The  total  mafs 
of  the  adlive  population  of  the  king¬ 
dom  is  divided  into  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  parts,  and  each  de¬ 
partment  nominates  as  many  of  the 
deputies  as  it  contains  parts  of  the 
population. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  re- 
pi  efen.atives  are  attached  to  the 
contribution  dlredt.  The  fum  total 
of  the  direct  contribution  of  the 

kingdom* 
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kingdom,  is  likewife  divided  into 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  parts ; 
and  each  department  nominates  as 
many  deputies  as  it  pays  parts  of  the 
contribution. 

Sect,  i  i  .  Primary  Jffcjnblies — ^No¬ 
mination  of  Electors. 

I.  In  order  to  form  a  legiflative 
national  affembly,  the  adtive  citizens 
fhall  convene,  in  primary  affemblies, 
every  two  years,  in  the  cities  and 
cantons. 

“  The  primary  aflemblies  fhall 
“  meet  of  full  right  on  the 
“  firft  Sunday  of  March,  if  not 
convoked  fooner  by  the 
“  public  officers  appointed  to 
tc  do  fo  by  the  law.’’ 

II.  To  be  an  adlive  citizen,  it 
is  neceflary. 

To  be  a  Frenchman,  or  to  have 
become  a  Frenchman; 

To  have  attained  twenty-five 
years  complete ; 

To  have  refided  in  the  city  or  the 
canton  from  the  time  determined  by 
the  law ; 

To  pay  in  any  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom  a  diredl  contribution,  at  leak 
equal  to  the  value  of  three  days  la¬ 
bour,  and  to  produce  the  acquit¬ 
tance  ; 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity, 
namely,  that  of  a  fervant  receiving 
wages; 

To  be  infcribed  in  the  municipa¬ 
lity  of  the  place  of  his  rciidence  in 
the  lift  of  the  national  guards ; 

To  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  fix  years  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body  fhall  fix  the  minimum  and 
the  maximum  of  the  value  of  a  day’s 
labour;  and  the  adminiftrators  of  the 
departments  fhall  determine  the  rate 
'for  each  diftridt. 

^  IV.  None  fhall  exercife  the 
rights  of  an  adtive  citizen  in  more 


than  one  place,  or  employ  another 
as  his  fubftitute. 

V .  Thofe  fhall  be  excluded  from 
the  rights  of  an  adtive  citizen  who 
are  in  a  ftate  of  accufation.— Thofe 
who,  after  having  been  in  a  ftate  of 
failure,  or  bankruptcy,  proved  by 
authentic  documents,  fhall  not  pro¬ 
duce  a  general  difcharge  from  their 
creditors. 

VI.  The  primary  aflemblies 
fhall  name  eledtors  in  the  proportion 
of  the  number  of  adtive  citizens  re¬ 
ading  in  the  city  or  canton  ; 

There  fhall  be  named  one  eledtor 
to  the  affembly,  or  not,  according  as 
there  fhall  happen  to  be  prefent  a 
hundred  adtive  citizens ; 

There  fhall  be  named  two,  when 
there  fhall  be  prefent  from  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-one  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  fo  on  in  this  proportion. 

No  man  can  be  nominated  an 
eledtor,  if,  to  the  qualifications  of  an 
adtive  citizen,  he  do  not  join  the 
following ;  <viz.  “  In  towns  of 
“  above  fix  thoufand  fouls,  that  cf 
“  having  property,  or  the  ufofruft 
gt  of  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of 
“  contribution  at  a  rent  equal  to  the 
“  local  value  of  two  hundred  days 
“  labour;  or  of  being  the  renter  of 
"  a  habitation  valued  on  the  fame 
“  rolls  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  value 
“  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  la- 
“  bour ; 

“  In  towns  of  lefs  than  fix  thou- 
“  fand  fouls,  that  of  having  pro- 
“  perty,  or  the  ufufrudt  of  property, 
“  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribu- 
“  tion  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  value 
*e  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  days  la- 
“  bour;  or  being  the  renter  of  a 
“  habitation  valued  on  the  fame 
“  rolls  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  value 
“  of  a  hundred  days  labour ; 

“  And  in  the  country,  that  of 
“  having  property,  or  the  ufufrudt 

“  of 
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sc  of  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of 
*e  contribution  at  a  rent  equal  to 
«£  the  local  value  of  a  hundred  and 
«£  fifty  days  labour ;  or  of  being  fer~ 

raier  or  metayer  of  property,  va- 
“  lued  on  the  fame  rolls  at  a  rent 
<£  equal  to  the  value  of  four  hundred 
<£  days  labour.  With  refpeCl  to 
■*  thofe,  who  may  rent  and  have  the 
<£  ufufruCt  of  one  part,  and  be  rent- 
“  ers,  fermiers ,  or  meiayers  of  ano- 
*<  ther,  their  means  and  their  con- 
“■  tribution  mall  be  eliimated  in  the 
“  grofs,  to  the  proportion  necef- 
*c  iary  for  eftabliffiing  their  eligibi- 
«  lity.” 

Sect.  hi.  Electoral  dfemllies.  — 
Nomination  of  R eprefn tati -v'es . 

I.  The  electors  named  in  each 
department  fhall  convene,  in  order 
to  chufe  the  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  whofe  nomination  fhall  belong 
to  their  department,  and  a  number 
of  fubilitutes  equal  to  the  third  of 
the  reprefentatives. 

££  The  afiemblies  fnall  be  held  of 
*£  full  right,  on  the  laft  Sunday  of 
“  March,  if  they  have  not  been  be- 
££  fore  convoked  by  the  public  of-' 
“  ficers  appointed  to  do  fo  by  the 
(f  law.” 

I I.  The  reprefentatives  and  fub- 
flitutes  fhall  be  chofen  by  an  abfo- 
lute  majority  of  votes  ; — £<  and  can- 
£<  not  be  chofen  but  from  among 
“  the  aCtive  citizens  of  the  depart- 
££  ment.” 

III.  All  aCtive  citizens,  what¬ 
ever  be  their  ftate,  pro  fell!  on,  or 
contribution,  may  be  chofen  repre¬ 
fentatives  of  the  nation. 

IV.  Excepting,  neverthdefs,  the 
miniilers  and  ether  agents  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power,  holding  their  places 
at  pleafure;  the  commiffioners  of  the 
national  treasury  ;  the  collectors  and 
receivers  of  the  direCt  contributions; 


thofe  who  fuperintend  the  collect 
tion  and  management  of  the  indi¬ 
rect  contributions,  (C  and  national 
££  domains;”  and  thofe  who,  under 
whatever  denomination,  hold  any 
employment  in  the  civil  or  military 
houfehold  of  the  king. 

££  Excepting  alfo  the  adminiftra- 
££  tors,  fub-adminiftrators,  munici- 
££  pal  officers,  and  commanders  of 
<£  the  national  guards.’* 

V.  The  exercife  of  the  judicial 
functions,  fhall  be  incompatible  with 
the  functions  of  a  reprefentative  of 
the  nation  during  the  whole  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature. 

££  The  judges  fhall  be  replaced 
f£  by  their  fubilitutes,  and  the  king 
££  fhall  provide  by  brevets  of  com- 
££  million  for  replacing  his  commif- 
££  fioners  in  the  courts  of  juftice.” 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legiila- 
tive  body  may  be  re-eleCted  to  a 
fubfequent  legiflature,  but  not  till 
after  an  interval  of  one  legifla¬ 
ture. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named 
in  the  departments,  fhall  not  be  re¬ 
prefentatives  of  a  particular  depart¬ 
ment,  but  of  the  whole  nation;  and 
no  inflruClions  can  be  given  them. 

Sect.  iv.  Holding  and  Regulation  of 

the  primary  and  electoral  Jlfem* 

blies. 

I.  The  funftions  of  the  primary 
and  eleCloral  afiemblies,  are  limited 
merely  to  the  right  of  electing ;  as 
foon  as  the  election  is  over,  they 
fhall  feparate,  and  fhall  not  meet 
again  till  they  fhall  have  been  fu ru¬ 
men  ed,  ££  unlefs  in  cafe  of  the  firfl 
££  article  of  the  fecond  fe&ion,  and 
££  the  firfl:  article  of  the  third  fec- 
££  tion  above.” 

II.  No  aCiive  citizen  can  enter 
or  vote  in  an  afiembly,  if  he  is 
armed. 


f 


III.  No 
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■  III.  No  armed  force  can  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  meeting,  except  at 
the  expreis  defire  of  the  aflembly, 
unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  adtual  violence, 
when  the  order  of  the  prcfident  fhall 
be  fufficient  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
public  force. 

IV.  Every  two  years  there  {hall 
be  drawn  up  in  each  diftrhrt,  lifts, 
by  cantons,  of  the  adlive  citizens, 
and  the  lift  of  each  canton  fhall  be 
publifhed,  and  ported  up  two  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  primary 
aflembly. 

The  protefts  which  may  be  made 
either  againft  the  right  of  citizens, 
named  in  the  lift,  or  on  the  part  of 
thofe  who  fhall  affirm  that  they  are 
unjuftly  omitted,  fhall  be  carried  to 
the  tribunals,  in  order  to  be  there 
decided  upon  fummarily. 

The  lift  fhall  ferve  to  regulate  the 
admiffion  of  citizens  in  the  next  pri¬ 
mary  affembly,  in  every  point  that 
fhall  not  have  been  rectified  by  a 
fentence  pronounced  before  the  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  affembly. 

V.  The  electoral  affemblies  have 
the  right  of  verifying  the  quality 
and  powers  of  thofe  who  fhall  prefent 
themfelves,  and  their  decifions  fhall 
be  provisionally  executed,  with  a  re- 
ferve  for  the  fentence  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  body,  at  the  time  of  the  ve¬ 
rification  of  the  powers  of  the  depu¬ 
ties. 

VI.  In  no  cafe,'  and  under  no 
pretence  whatever,  fhall  the  king, 
or  any  agents  named  by  him,  inter¬ 
fere  in  queftions  relative  to  the  regu¬ 
larity  of  the  convocation,  the  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  affemblies,  the  form  of 
elections,  or  the  political  rights  of 
citizens ;  without  prejudice,  how- 
“  ever,  to  the  functions  of  the  king’s 
“  commiffioners  in  cafes  determined 
*s  by  the  law,  in  which  queftions  re- 
“  lative  to  the  civil  rights  of  citi- 

v> 


“  zens  are  to  be  brought  before  the 
“  tribunals.” 

Sect.  v.  Meeting  of  the  Refrefenta- 

ti-ves  in  the  Legijlatlve  National  A f 

fcmbly, 

I.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  meet 
on  the  fir  ft  Monday  of  May,  in  the 
place  of  the  fittings  of  the  laft  legis¬ 
lature. 

II.  They  fhall  form  themfelves 
provifionally  into  an  affembly,  under 
the  prefidence  of  the  eldjtft  of  their 
number,  in  order  to  verify  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  reprefentatives  prefent. 

III.  As  focn  as  tjiefe  fhall  be 
verified,  to  the  murfiber  of  three 
hundred  and  fevefity-three  mem¬ 
bers,  they  fhall  conftitute  themfelves 
under  the  title  of  Legifiative  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly;  they  iliall  name  a 
president,  vice-prefident,  and  fecre- 
taries,-  and  enter  upon  the  exercife 
of  their  functions. 

IV.  During  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  May,  if  the  number  of  re¬ 
prefentatives  prefent  fall  lhort  of 
three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  the 
affembly  cannot  perform  any  legif¬ 
iative  aft. 

They  may  iifue  an  arret,  en¬ 
joining  abfent  members  to  attend 
their  functions,  within  fifteen  days 
at  fartheft,  under  a  penalty  of  3,000 
livres,  if  they  do  not  produce  an 
ejxcufe  which  fhall  be  deemed  lawful 
by  the  affembly. 

V.  On  the  laft  day  of  May, 
whatever  be  the  number  of  members 
prefent,  they  fhall  conftitute  them¬ 
felves  a  legifiative  national  affem- 
blv. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  fhall 
pronounce  in  a  body,  in  the  name 
of  the  French  people,  the  oath,  4;  to 
«« 'live  FREE,  or  die  \:> 

They  fhall  then  individually  take 
the  Oath,  75  maintain,  with  all  their 

power. 
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power,  the  conjiitution  offhe  kingdom, 
decreed  by  the  conjt ituting  national  af~ 
Jembly,  daring  the  years  1789,  1790, 
and  1791  ;  to  propofe  or  aJTent  to  no¬ 
thing  in  the  courfe  of  the  hgifature , 
which  may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it ; 
and  to  be  in  every  refpedi  faithful  to 
the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king , 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation  are  inviolable.  They  can¬ 
not  be  examined,  criminated,  or 
judged,  at  any  time,  with  refpeft  to 
what  they  mayTiave  laid,  written, 
or  performed,  in  the  exercife  of 
their  funftions  of  reprefentatives. 

VIII.  They  may,  for  a  criminal 
aft,  be  feized  as  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
crime,  or  in  virtue  of  an  order  of 
arreft,  but  notice  lhall  be  given  of 
it,  without  delay,  to  the  legiflative 
body,  and  the  profecution  cannot  be 
continued,  till  after  the  legiflative 
body  fliall  have  decided  that  there  is 
ground  of  accufation. 


Chapter  II. 

Of  the  Royalty ,  the  Regency,  and  the 
Minifers . 

Sect,  i.  Of  the  Royalty  and  the  King , 

I.  The  royalty  is  inaivifible, 
and  delegated  hereditarily  to  the 
race  on  the  throne  from  male  to 
male,  by  order  of  primogeniture,  to 
the  perpetual  exclufion  of  women 
and  their  defcendants. 

Nothing  is  prejudged  on  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  renunciations  in  the  race  on 
the  throne. 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is 
inviolable  and  facred;  his  only  title 
is  4  King  of  the  French.’ 

TIL  There  is  no  authority  in 
France  fuperior  to  that  of  the  law. 
The  king  reigns  only  by  it ;  and  it 


is  only  in  the  name  of  the  law  tha£ 
he  can  require  obedience.  ....  .  / 

IV.  The  king,  on  his  acceffion 
to  the  throne,  or  at  the  period  of 
his  majority,  {hall  take  to  the  nation,' 
in  the  prefence  of  the  legiflative 
body,  the  oath— u  To  be  faithful  to 
“  the  nation  and  the  law  j”  to  employ 
all  the  power  delegated  to  him,  to  main  -  ' 
tain  the  conf  itulion  decreed  by  the  ,  con-  ; 
fituting  national  affembly,  in  the  years., 

1789,  1790,  and  1791,  and  to  cavfe  ■ 
the  laws  to  be  executed. 

If  the  legiflative  body  be  not  af-. 
fembled,  the  king  fliall  caufe  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  iflued,  in  which 
lhall  be  exprefled  this  oath,  and  a 
promife  to  repeat  it,  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  body  lhall  be  met. 

V.  If,  a  month  after  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflative  body,  the  king 
has  not  taken  the  oath ;  or  if,  after 
taking  it,  he  retrafts,  he  lhall  be 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  roy¬ 
alty. 

VI.  If  the  king  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  and  direft  the 
forces  of  it  againll  the  nation,  or  if 
he  do  not  oppofe,  by  a  formal  aft, 
any  fuch  enterprize  undertaken  in 
his  name,  he  lhall  be  held  to  have 
abdicated. 

VII.  If  the  king,  having  gone 
out  of  the  kingdom,  do  not  return 
to  it,  after  an  invitation  by  the  le¬ 
giflative  body,  within  the  fpace 
which  fliall  be  fixed  by  the  procla¬ 
mation,  “  and  which  cannot  be  lefs 
“  than  two  months,”  he  fliall  be 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  roy¬ 
alty. 

“  This  fpace  of  time  fliall  be 
“  counted  from  the  day  in  which 
<c  the  proclamation  fliall  have  been 
“  publilhed,  in  the  place  of  the  fit- 
“  tings  of  the  legiflative  body.  T-he 
“  minillers  lhall  be  charged,  under 
“  their  refponfibility,  to  do  all  the 

“  aft® 
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ct  afts  of  the  executive  power,  the 
“  exercife  of  which  fhall  be  fufpend- 
u  ed  in  the  hands  of  the  abfent 
“  king.” 

VIII.  After  abdication,  exprefs 
or  legal,  the  king  lhall  be  in  the  clafs 
of  citizens,  and  may  be  accufed  and 
tried  like  them,  for  ads  pofterior  to 
his  abdication. 

IX.  The  particular  effeds  which 
the  king  poffeftes  at  his  acceffton  to 
the  throne  are  irrevocably  united  to 
the  domain  of  the  nation  ;  he  has  the 
difpofttion  of  thofe  which  he  acquires 
on  his  own  private  account ;  if  he 
has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they  are 
in  like  manner  united,  at  the  end  of 
his  reign. 

X.  The  nation  makes  provifion 
for  the  fplendour  of  the  throne  by  a 
civil  lift,  of  which  the  legiilative 
body  (hall  fix  the  fum  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  each  reign,  for  the 
whole  duration  of  that  reign. 

XI.  The  king  fhall  appoint  an 
adminiftrator  of  the  civil  lift,  who 
lhall  inftitute  civil  fuits  in  the  name 
of  the  king,  and  againft  whom  lhall 
all  profecutions  for  debts,  due  by  the 
civil  lift,  be  brought,  and  judgments 
given. 

“  J  udgments  obtained  by  the  cre- 
ts  ditors  of  the  civil  lift,  lhall  be  ex- 
“  ecutable  againft  the  adminiftrator 
“  perfonally,  and  his  property.” 

XII.  “  The  king,  independent 
“  of  the  guard  of  honour  provided 
“  for  him  by  the  citizens,  national 
"  guards  of  the  place  of  his  reft- 
“  dence,  lhall  have  a  guard  paid 
“  from  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift— 
“  It  cannot  exceed  the  number  of 
tx  twelve  hundred  infantry,  and  fix 

hundred  cavalry  ;  the  ranks  and 
w  the  rules  of  promotion  in  it  lhall 
“  be  the  fame  as  in  the  troops  of  the 

line. 
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<c  Thofe  who  lhall  compofe  the 
tc  guard  of  the  king  lhall  go  through 
“  all  the  ranks  exclusively  in  their 
te  own  corps,  and  cannot  obtain  any 
tc  rank  in  the  troops  of  the  line : 
“  the  king  cannot  choofe  the  men 
tf  of  his  guard  but  from  among  thofe 
“  who  are  adually  in  fervice  in  the 
<c  troops  of  the  line,  or  from  among 
“  the  citizens  who  have  ferved  a 
<f  year  in  the  national  guard,  pro- 
“  vided  they  be  reftdent  in  the 
“<  kingdom,  and  have  previoufly 
“  taken  the  civic  oath.  The  guard 
(C  of  the  kino-  cannot  be  commanded 
cc  or  called  out  on  any  other  public 
“  fervice.” 

Sect.  II.  Of  the  hegency. 

I.  The  king  is  a  minor  till  the 
age  of  eighteen  complete;  and  du¬ 
ring  his  minority  there  fhall  be  are- 
gent  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  regency  belongs  to  the 
relation  of  the  king;  next  in  degree 
according  to  the  order  of  luccefiion. 
to  the  throne,  who  has  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-five;  provided  he  be 
a  Frenchman,  reftdent  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  not  prefumptive  heir  to 
any.  other^'erown;  and  have  pre¬ 
vioufly  taken  the  civic  oath”. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the  re- 
gen'cy»,  r-i,  • 

III.  "  If  a. minor  king  have  no 
“  relations  uniting  the*  qualities 
“  above  exprefted,  the  regent  of  the 
“  kingdom  fhall  be  chofen  in  the 
»  manner  preferibed  in  the  follovv- 
“  ing  articles.”  . 

IV.  **  The  legiilative  body  ain- 
«  not  eled  the  regent.” 

V.  a  The  eledors  of  each  dif- 
«  trid  flial  1  meet  in  the  chief  town 
•<  of  the  diftrid,  after  a.ptodama- 
“  tion  which  fhall  be  made  in  the 
«*  firft  week  of  the  new  reign  by  the 

m  ««  legiilative 
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“  legiflative  body,  if  it  is  fitting ; 
44  and  if  it  is  not  fitting,  the  minif- 
«  ter  of  juflice  (hall  be  bound  to 
44  make  this  proclamation  in  the 
44  fame  week.” 

VI.  44  The  electors  fhall  nomi- 
44  nate  in  each  didrift,  by  individual 
44  fcrutiny,  and  the  ablolute  plura- 
«  lity  of  fuffrages,  a  citizen  eli- 
•'  gible  and  refident  in  the  diftrift, 
4<  to  whom  they  (hall  give,  by  the 
44  minute  of  eleftion,  a  fpecial  man- 
44  date,  limited  to  the  foie  funftion 
44  of  eleftiug  a  citizen,  whom  lie 
u  fhall  judge  in  his  foul  and  in  his 
44  confcience  the  mod  worthy  to  be 
44  regent  of  the  kingdom.” 

VII.  44  The  mandatary  citizens 
44  nominated  in  the  diftrifts  fhall  be 
44  bound  to  aflemble  in  the  city 
44  where  the  legiflative  body  (hall 
44  hold  its  fitting,  on  the  fortieth 
44  day  at  the  lateil  from  the  minor 
44  king’s  acceflion  to  the  throne,  and 
44  they  fhall  there  form  an  eleftoral 
44  aflembly,  which  fhall  proceed  to 
44  the  nomination  of  the  regent.” 

VIII.  44  The  eleftion  of  the  re- 
44  gent  fhall  be  made  by  individual 
44  fcrutiny,  and  the  abfolute  plura- 
44  lity  of  fuffrages.” 

IX.  44  The  eleftoral  aflembly 
44  can  attend  to  no  bufmefs  but  that 
44  of  the  eleftion,  and  fhall  feparate 
44  as  foon  as  it  is  terminated. 
44  Every  other  aft  which  it  fhall  at- 
44  tempt  to  perform  is  declared  un- 
44  conflitutional  and  null.” 

X.  44  The  eleftoral  aflembly 
44  fhall  prefent  by  its  prefident  the 
44  minute  of  eleftion  to  the  Iegifla- 
44  tive  body,  who,  after  verifying 
44  the  regularity  of  the  eleftion, 
44  fhall  caufe  it  to  be  published 
4,4  throughout  the  kingdom  by  a 
44  proclamation.” 

XI.  The  regent  exercifes,  till 
the  king’s  majority,  all  the  funftio.ns 


of  royalty,  and  is  not  personally  re* 
fponfible  for  the  afts  of  his  adminif- 
tration. 

XII.  The  regent  cannot  begin 
the  exercife  of  his  functions  till  after 
taking  to  the  nation,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  legiflative  body,  an  oath, 
44  To  be  faithful  to  the  nation ,  the 
44  law ,  and  the  king ;”  to  employ  all 
the  power  delegated  to  the  king ,  and 
of  which  the  exercife  is  confined  to 
him  during  the  minority  of  the  king ; 
to  maintain  the  confitution  decreed  by 
the  confituting  national  ajjembly  in  the 
years  1789,  1 790,  and  1 79 1  i  and  to 
caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed . 

If  the  legiflative  body  is  not  af-> 
fembled,  the  regent  fhall  caufe  a 
proclamation  to  be  iflued,  in  which 
fhall  be  exprefled  this  oath,  and  a 
promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  body  fhall  be  aflembled. 

XIII.  As  long  as  the  regent  is 
not  entered  on  the  exercife  of  his 
functions,  the  fanftion  of  laws  re¬ 
mains  fufpended ;  the  minifters  con¬ 
tinue  to  perform,  under  their  re- 
fponfibiiity,  all  the  afts  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power. 

XIV.  As  foon  as  the  regent 
fhall  take  the  oath,  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  fix  his  allowance,  which 
fhall  not  be  altered  during  his  re- 
gency. 

XV.  44  If,  on  account  of  the  mi- 
44  nority  of  the  relation  called  to 
44  the  regency,  it  fhall  be  given  by 
44  eleftion,  or  devolved  to  a  relation 
44  more  diflan t,  the  regent,  who  fhall 
44  have  entered  on  the  exercife  of 
44  his  funftions,  fhall  continue  them 
44  till  the  king’s  majority.” 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  king¬ 
dom  confers  no  right  over  the  per* 
fon  of  the  minor  king. 

XVII.  The  care  of  the.  minor 
king  fhall  be  confided  to  his  mother; 
and  if  he  has  no  mother,  or  if  fhe  be 

■1  '  married 
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married  again,  at  the  time  of  her 
fon’s  acceffion  to  the  throne,  or  if 
Ihe  marry  again  during  the  mino¬ 
rity,  the  care  of  him  fliall  be  dele- 
.  gated  by  the  legiflative  body. 

For  the  care  of  the  minor  king, 
neither  the  regent,  nor  his  defend¬ 
ants,  nor  a  woman  can  be  chofen. 

XVIII.  In  cafe  of  the  king’s 
mental  incapacity,  notorioufly  ad¬ 
mitted,  legally  proved,  and  declared 
by  the  legiflative  body,  after  three 
fucceflive  deliberations  held  month¬ 
ly,  there  fhall  be  a  regency,  as  long 
as  fuch  incapacity  continues. 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Royal  Family . 

I.  The  prefumptive  heir  fhall 
bear  the  name  of  prince  royal. 

He  cannot  go  out  of  the  kingdom, 
without  a  decree  of  the  legiflative 
body,  and  the  king’s  confent ; 

If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and,  “  after 
“  attaining  the  age  of  eighteen,”  he 
do  not  return  to  the  kingdom,  on 
being  required  to  do  fo  by  a  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  is 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  right  of 
fucceffion  to  the  throne. 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  is  a 
minor,  the  relation,  of  full  age,  and 
next  in  order  to  the  regency,  is 
bound  to  reflde  within  the  king¬ 
dom: 

■  In  cafe  of  his  going  out  of  it,  and 
not  returning  on  the  requifltion  of 
the  legiflative  body,  he  {hall  be  held 
to  have  abdicated  his  right  to  the 
regency. 

III.  The  mother  of  the  minor 
king,  having  the  care  of  him,  or  the 

uardian  eleft,  if  they  go  out  of  the 
ingdom,  forfeit  their  charge : 

If  the  mother  of  the  prefumptive 
heir,  a  minor,  go  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom*  fhe  cannot,  even  after  her  re¬ 
turn,  h^ve  the  care  of  her  minor 
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f bn  become  king,  but  by  a  decree  of 
the  legiflative  body.  4 

IV.  A  law  fhall  be  made  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  education  of  the  minor 
king,  and  that  of  the  minor  heir 
prefumptive. 

V.  “  The  members  of  the  fa- 
•*  mily  of  the  king,  called  to  the 
c<  eventual  fucceffion  to  the  throne, 
“  enjoy  the  rights  of  aftive  citizens, 
“  but  they  are  eligible  to  no  places, 
“  employments,  or  funftions  which 
c<  are  in  the  nomination  of  the  peo- 
<€  pie; 

t(  Excepting  the  departments  of 
“  the  miniftry,  they  may  obtain  the 
“  places  which  are  in  the  nomina- 
“  tion  of  the  king;  neverthelefs, 
u  they  cannot  be  commanders  in 
“  chief  of  any  army  by  land  or  fed, 
<f  or  execute  the  functions  of  ambaf- 
“  fadors,  but  with  the  confent  of 
“  the  legiflative  body,  granted  on 
“  the  propofition  of  the  king.” 

VI.  “  The  members  of  the 
“  king’s  family,  called  to  the  even- 
“  tual  fucceffion  of  the  throne,  fhall 
“  add  the  denomination  of  French 
“  prince  to  the  name  which  fhall  be 
“  given  them  in  the  civil  aft  prov- 
“  ing  their  birth ;  and  this  name 
“  chn  neither  be  patronymic,  nor 
s<  formed  of  any-of  the  qualifications 
“  aboliflied  by  the  prefent  confii- 
u  tution.” 

VII.  “  The  denomination  of 
u  prince  cannot  be  given  to  any  in- 
et  dividual,  and  fhall  not  carry  with 
(C  it  any  privilege  or  exception  to 
t(  the  common  right  of  all  French 

citizens.” 

VIII.  ‘f  The  aft*  by  which  (hall 
“  be  legally  afeertained  the  births, 

<f  marriages,  and  deaths  of  French 
“  princes,  fliall  be  prefented  to  die 
“  legiflative  body,  which  fliall  order 
"  them  to  be  depofited  in  its  ar- 
“  chives.1 

*  M  2 
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lX.  No  real  apanage  (inland) 
fhall  be  granted  to  the  members  of 
the  royal  family. 

The  younger  Tons  of  the  king 
ihall  receive,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  or  on  their  marriage,  an  an¬ 
nuity,  the  amount  of  which  fhall  be 
fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and 
which  fhall  terminate  with  thQ  ex- 
tinflion  of  their  male  heirs. 

Sect.  IV.  Of  Minifters * 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the 
choice  aud  difmiffion  of  minifters. 

II.  “  Thojnembers  of  the  pre- 
««  fent  national  affembiy,  and  of  the 
«  fubfequentlegiflatures ;  the  mem- 
*r  bers  of  the  tribunal  of  appeal,  and 
**  thole  who  fhall  be  of  the  high 
«  jury,  cannot  be  advanced  to  the 
**  miniftry,  cannot  receive  any 

place,  gift,  penfion,  allowance,  or 
“  commfffion  of  the  executive  pow- 
er,  or  its  agents,  during  the  con- 
“  tinuance  of  their  fun&ions,  or 
during  two  years  after  ceaftng  to 
“  exercife  them  ;  the  fame  {hall  be 
“  obferved  refpefting  thofe,  who 
“  fnall  only  be  infcribed  on  the  lift 
“  of  high  jurors,  as  long  as  their 
4<r  infcription  fhall  continue.” 

III.  “  No  man  can  enter  upon 
ef  the  exercife  of  any  employment, 
t(  either  in  the  offices  of  the  minif- 
t(  try,  or  in  thofe  of  the  adminiftra- 
4<  tions  of  public  revenues,  and  in 
“  general  of  any  employment  in  the 

nomination  of  the  executive  pow- 
9<  er,  without  taking  the  civic  oath, 
**  or  proving  that  he  has  taken 
it.” 

IV.  No  order  of  the  king  can  be 
executed,  if  it  be  not  figned  by 
him,  and  couilterfigned  by  the  mi- 
nifter,  or  comptroller  of  the  de¬ 
partment. 

V.  The  minifters  are  refponfi- 
Tble  for  all  the  offences  committed 

t 


by  them  againft  the  national  fafety 
and  the  conftitution; 

For  every  attack  on  individual 
property  and  liberty; 

For  every  abufe  of  the  money  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  expences  of  their  de¬ 
partment. 

VI.  In  no  cafe  can  the  written  or 
verbal  order  of  a  king  fhelter  a  mi¬ 
nuter  from  refponfibility. 

VII.  The  minifters  are  bound 
to  prefent  every  year  to  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feffion,  the  amount  of  the  expences 
of  their  department ;  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  employment  of  the 
fums  deilined  for  that  purpofe ;  and 
to  point  out  the  abufes  which  may 
have  crept  into  the  different  parts 
of  the  government. 

VIII.  No  minifter,  in  or  out  of 
place,  can  be  criminally  profecuted 
for  any  tranfattion  of  his  adminis¬ 
tration,  without  a  decree  of  the  le- 
giflative  body. 


Chapter  III. 

Of  the  Exercife  of  the  Legiflativt 
Power, 

**^!^*^* 

Sect.  I.  Powers , and  Functions  of 
the  Legiflative  National  AJJembly. 

t 

I.  The  conftitution  delegates- 
exclufively  to  the  legiflative  body, 
the  powers  and  functions  follow¬ 
ing  : 

1.  To  propofe  and  decree  laws 
— The  king  can  only  invite  the  le¬ 
giflative  body  to  take  an  objeft  into 
conlideration ; 

2.  To  fix  the  public  expences ; 

3.  To  eftablifti  the  public  contri¬ 
butions,  to  determine  the  nature  of 
them,  the  amount  of  each  fort,  the 
duration*  and  the  mode  of  collec¬ 
tion  ; 

4.  To 
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4.  To  make  the  diftribution  of 
them  among  the  feveral  departments 
c>f  the  kingdom,  to  watch  over  the 
application  of  all  the  public  reve¬ 
nues,  and  to  demand  an  account  of 
tjjem ; 

5.  To  decree  the  creation  or 
fuppreffion  of  public  offices ; 

6.  To  determine  the  quality,  the 
impreffion,  and  the  denomination  of 
money ; 

7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  the  in- 
troduflion  of  foreign  troops  into  the 
French  territories,  and  of  foreign 
naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom  ; 

8.  To  vote  annually,  on  the 
king’s  propofition,  the  number  of 
men  and  {hips  of  which  the  fea  and 
land  forces  (hall  be  compofed ;  the 
pay  and  the  number  of  each  rank; 
the  rules  of  admiffion  and  promo¬ 
tion  ;  the  forms  of  enrollment  and 
difcharge ;  the  formation  of  naval 
equipments;  the  admiffion  of  foreign 
troops  or  naval  forces  into  the 
French  fervice,  and  the  penfions  to 
troops  on  being  difbanded  ; 

9.  To  regulate  the  adminiftra- 
tion  and  the  alienation  of  the  na¬ 
tional  domains ; 

10.  To  profecute,  before  the 
high  national  court,  the  minifters 
and  principal  agents  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  on  their  refponfibi- 

lity ; 

To  accufe  and  profecute,  before 
the  faipe  court,  thofe  who  fhall  be 
charged  with  any  offence  or  conr- 
fpiracy  againft  the  general  fafety  of 
the  date  or  the  confutation  ; 

11.  To  eftablifh  the  rules  ac¬ 
cording  to  which  marks  of  honour 
or  decorations,  merely  perfonal, 
{hall  be  granted  to  thofe  who  have 
done  fervice  to  the  flat?. 

-I?..  The  legiflative  body  has  the 
feie  right  of  decreeing  pofthumous 
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honours  to  the  memory  of  great 
men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  refolvedon 
but  by  a  decree  of  the  national^  af- 
fembly,  pailed  on  the  formal  and. 
neceflary  ptopofition  of  the  king, 
and  fandtioned  by  him. 

In  cafe  of  hoftilities,  imminent  or 
commenced,  of  an  ally  to  be  fup- 
ported,  or  a  right  to  be  maintained 
by  force  of  arms,  the  king  fhall  give 
notification  without  delay  to  the  le¬ 
giflative  body,  with  an  explanation 
of  the  reafonc. 

If  the  legiflative  body  be  not  fit¬ 
ting,  the  king  ihall  immediately 
convoke  it. 

If  the  legiflative  body  decide  that 
war  ought  not  to  be  made,  the  king 
fhall  inftantly  take  meafures  to  pre¬ 
vent,  or  put  a  flop  to  hoftilities,  the 
minifters  being  refponfible  for  all 
delays. 

If  the  legiflative  body  find  that  the 
hoftilities  commenced  are  a  culpa¬ 
ble  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  mi¬ 
nifters,  or  any  other  agent  of  the 
executive  power,  the  author  of  the 
aggreffion  ihall  be  profecuted  cri¬ 
minally.  , 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  war 
the  legiflative  body  may  require  the 
king  to  negociate  peace  ;  and  the 
king  is  bound  to  yield  to  this  re- 
quifition. 

On  the  immediate  conclufion  of 
war,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix  the 
time  within  which  the  troops,  le¬ 
vied  above  the  peace  eftablifhment, 
fhall  be  difcharged,  and  the  army 
reduced  to  its  ordinary  eftablifh- 
ment. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative 
body  to  ratify  treaties  of  peace,  al¬ 
liance,  and  commerce  ;  and  no  trea¬ 
ty  fhall  have  effedl,  but  by  this  rati¬ 
fication. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  has 

*M  3  ’  the 
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•the  right  of  determining  the  place 
of  its  fittings;  of  continuing  them 
as  long  as  it  fhall  think  necefiary, 
and  of  adjourning:  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  each  reign,  if  it  is  not 
fitting,  it  fhall  be  bound  to  meet 
without  delay  : 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the 
place  of  its  fitting,  and  to  fuch  ex¬ 
tent  around  it  as  fhall  be  deter¬ 
mined  : 

It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over 
Sts  members ;  but  it  can  pronounce 
no  heavier  punifhment  than  cenfure, 
arreft  for  eight  days,  or  imprifon- 
ment  for  three : 

It  has  the  right  of  difpofing,  for 
its  fecurity  and  the  maintaining  of 
the  refpeft  that  is  due  to  it,  of  the 
forces  which  fhall  be  eftablifhed  by 
its  confent,  in  the  city  where  it  fhall 
hold  its  fittings, 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot 
march,  or  quarter,  or  ftation,  any 
troops  of  the  line,  within  thirty 
thoufand  toifes  of  the  legislative  bo¬ 
dy,  except  on  the'requifition,  or  by 
the  authority  of  that  body. 

Sect.  II.  Holding  of  the  Sittings , 
and  Form  of  deliberating . 

I.  The  deliberations  of  the  le¬ 
giflative  body  fhall  be  public,  and 
-the  minutes  of  the  fittings  fhall  be 
printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body  may, 
[however,  on  any  occafion,  form  it- 
ielf into  a  general  committee: 

Fifty  members  fit  all  have  a  right 
sto  demand  it  : 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
general  committee,  the  aflifiants 
fhall  retire,  -the  chair  of  the  prefi- 
dent  fhall  be  vacant ;  order  fhall  be 
maintained  by  the  vice-prefident. 

A  decree  cannot  be  palled  except 
In  a  public  fitting. 


III.  No  legiflative  aft  can  bft 
debated  and  decreed,  but  in  the 
following  form : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  fhall 
be  read  thrice,  at  three  intervals; 
the  fhorteft  of  which  cannot  be  lefs 
than  eight  days ; 

V.  The  difcufiion  fhall  be  open 
after  every  reading;  neverthelefs, 
after  the  firft  or  fecond  reading,  the 
legiflative  body  may  declare  that 
there  is  reafon  for  adjournment,  or 
that  there  is  no  room  for  delibera¬ 
tion— in  this  laft  cafe  the  plan  of 
the  decree  may  be  introduced  again 
in  the  fame  fefiion. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the 
prefident  fhall  be  bound  to  propofe 
to  their  deliberation,  and  the  le¬ 
giflative  body  fhall  decide,  whether 
they  are  qualified  to  pafs  a  defini¬ 
tive  decree,  or  would  rather  chufe 
to  pofipone  their  decifion  to  another 
time,  to  colleft  more  ample  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  fubjeft. 

VII.  The  legiflative  body  can¬ 
not  deliberate,  if  the  fitting  do  not 
confifl  of  at  leaf!  two  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  ;  and  no  decree  fhall  be  made, 
except  by  the  abfolute  majority  of 
votes. 

VIII.  No  plan  of  a  law  which, 
after  having  been  fubmitted  to  dif- 
cuffion,  fhall  have  been  rejefted  af¬ 
ter  the  third  reading,  can  again  be 
introduced  the  fame  fefTion. 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  de¬ 
finitive  decree,  fhall  announce,  ift. 
The  dates  of  thofe  three  fittings,  at 
which  the  plan  of  the  decree  was 
read ;  ad.  The  decree  by  which  it 
fhall  have  been  appointed  after  the 
third  reading  to  decide  definitively. 

X.  The  king  fhall  refufe  his 
fanftion  to  decrees,  whofe  preamble 
fhall  not  atteft  the  obfervance  of  the 
above  forms ;  if  any  of  thofe  de¬ 
crees 
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erees  be  fandioned,  the  minifters  can 
neither  put  to  it  the  feal,  nor  pro¬ 
mulgate  it,  and  their  refponfibility  in 
this  refped  fhall  continue  fix  years. 

XI.  Excepting  from  thefe  regu¬ 
lations,  decrees  recognized,  and  de¬ 
clared  urgent  by  a  previous  delibe¬ 
ration  of  the  legiflative  body ;  but 
they  may  be  modified,  or  revoked, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  felfion. 

XII.  “  The  decree  by  which 
“  the  matter  fhall  be  declared  ur- 
“  gent,  fhall  ftate  the  reafons ;  and 
“  mention  fhall  be  made  of  this 
“  previous  decree  in  the  preamble 
<f  of  the  definitive  decree.” 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Royal  Sand  ion* 

I.  The  decrees  of  the  legiflative 
body  are  prefented  to  the  king,  who 
may  refufe  them  his  confent. 

II.  In  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  the 
royal  confent,  that  refufal  is  only 
fufpenfive. — When  the  two  follow- 
ing  legislatures  fhall  fuccefiively 
prefent  the  fame  decree  in  the  fame 
terms  on  which  it  was  originally 
conceived,  the  king  fhall  be  deemed 
to  have  given  his  fandion. 

III.  The  aflent  of  the  king  is 
expreffed  to  each  decree,  by  the  fol- 
lowin formula,  figned  by  the  king 
—The  king  confents,  and  will  canfe  it 
to  be  executed . 

The  fufpenfive  refufal  of  the  king 
is  thus  expreffed — The  king  will  ex¬ 
amine. 

IV.  The  king  is  bound  to  ex- 
prefs  his  confent  or  refufal  to  each 
decree,  within  two  months  after  its 
prefentation. 

Y.  No  decree,  to  which  the 
king  has  refufed  his  confent,  can  be 
again  prefented  to  him  by  the  fame 
legiflature. 

VI.  The  decrees  fandioned  by 
the  king,  and  thofe  which  have  been 
prefented  to  him  by  three  fucceflive 
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legiflatures,  bear  the  name  and  title 
of  laws. 

VII.  Thofe  ads  of  the  legifla- 
tive  body  fhall  neverthelefs  be  exe¬ 
cuted  as  laws,  without  being  fubjed 
to  fandion,  which  relate  to  its  confti- 
tution,  as  a  deliberating  a^Tembly ; 

Its  interior  police ;  “  and  what  it 
“  may  exercife  in  the  external  cir- 
“  cuit  which  fhall  be  determined 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of 
the  members  prefent ; 

The  injunctions  to  abfent  mem¬ 
bers  ; 

The  convocation  of  the  primary 
affemblies  in  delay  ; 

The  exercife  of  the  conftitutional 
police  on  the  adminiftrators  “  and 
“  municipal  officers.” 

Queftions  of  eligibility,  or  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  elections; 

Ads  relative  to  the  refponfibility 
of  minifters ;  and  all  decrees  im¬ 
porting  that  there  is  ground  of  ac- 
cufation,  are  alfo  exempted  from 
fandion. 

VIII.  “  The  decrees  of  the  le- 
“  giflative  body,  refpeding  the 
“  promulgation,  and  the  colledion 
“  of  the  public  contributions,  fhall 
«  bear  the  name  and  title  of  law ; 
“  they  fhall  be  promulgated  and  ex- 
«  ecuted  without  being  fubjed  to 
“  fandion,  except  with  regard  to 
<f  thofe  regulations  which  fhall  ef- 
«  tablilh  any  penalties  but  fines; 
“  thefe  decrees  cannot  be  paffed, 

without  obferving  the  formalities 
“  prefcribed  by  articles  V.  VI.  VII. 
«  VIII.  and  IX.  of  Sed.  IE  of  this 
*(  chapter ;  and  the  legiflative  body 
«  cannot  infert  any  difpofition  fo- 
<(  reign  to  the  fubjed  of  them.5* 

Sect.  IV.  Connexion  of  the  he  gif 
lative  Body  with  the  King. 

I.  When  the  legiflative  body  is 
definitively  conftituted,  it  fhall  fend  a 

*  M  ij,  deputation 
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deputation  to  inform  the  king.  The 
king  may  every  year  open  the  fef- 
Jion,  and  propofe  the  objects,  which 
during  its  continuance  he  thinks 
ought  to  be  taken  intoconfideration: 
this  form,  however,  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  neceflary  to  the  activity 
of  the  legiflative  body. 

II.  When  the  legiflative  body 
wifhes  to  adjourn  longer  than  fifteen 
days,  it  is  bound  to  inform  the  king, 
by  a  deputation,  at  leak  eight  days 
previous  to  the  adjournment. 

Ilf.  Eight  days,  at  leaft,  before 
the  end  of  each  feffion,  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body  fhall  fend  a  deputation  to 
the  king,  to, announce  to  him  the 
day  on  which  it  propofes  to  termi¬ 
nate  its  fittings ;  the  king  may 
come  to  clofe  the  feflion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  welfare  of  the  hate, 
that  the  feflion  be  continued,  or  that 
the  adjournment  be  put  off,  or  take 

*  place  for  a  fhorter  time,  he  may  fend 
h  meflage  to  this  effedl,  on  which 
the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to  de¬ 
liberate. 

V.  The  king  fhall  convoke  the 

o 

legiflative  body  during  the  interval 
of  its  feffions,  as  often  as  the  interefl 
of  the  hate  fhall  appear  to  him  to  re¬ 
quire  it,  as  well  as  in  thofe  cafes 
which  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
have  forefeen  and  determined  pre- 
yious  to  their  adjournment. 

V f .  Whenever  the  king  fhall  vi- 
fit  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  le¬ 
giflative  bocjy,  he  fhall  be  received 
and  conducted  back  by  a  depots-. . 
ton;  he  cannot  be  accompanied 
into  the  inner  part  of  the  hall  by 
anv,  except  “  the  prince  royal/’ 
f.p.l  his  min  filers. 

VI  f.  The  prefident  can  in  no 
c$fe  form  part  of  a  deputation. 

"  VIII.  The  legiflative  body  {half 
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ceafe  to  be  a  deliberating  body, 
whilft  the  king  fhall  be  prefent. 

IX.  The  adts  of  correfpondence 
of  the  king  with  the  legiflative  bo-, 
dy,  fhall  be  always  counterfigned  by 
a  minifler. 

X.  The  minifters  of  the  king 
fhall  have  admiflion  into  the  legifla¬ 
tive  national  aflembly — they  fhall 
have  a  particular  place  ;  they  fhall 
be  heard  as  often  as  they  fhall  de¬ 
mand  a  hearing  on  all  fubjedts  which 
relate  to  their  adminiftration,  and  as 
often  as  they  fhall  be  required  to 
give  explanations.  “■  They  fhall 
“  likewife  be  heard  on  fubjedls 

u  which  do  not  relate  to  their  ad- 

* 

“  miniftration,  when  the  national 
“  aflembly  fhall  grant  them  leave  to 
“  Apeak.” 


Chapter  IV. 

Of  the  Exercife  of  the  Executive 
Power.  . 

I.  The  fupreme  executive  power 
refides  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  king : 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  heac(  of 
the  general  adminiflration  of  the; 
kingdom ;  the  care  of  watching  oyer, 
the  maintenance  of  public  order 
and  tranquillity  is  entruiled  to 
him : 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of 
the  land  and  fea  forces  : 

To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care 
of  watching  over  the  external  fecu- 
rity  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  main¬ 
taining  its  rights  and  poflefllons. 

II.  The  king  names  ambafla- 
dors,  and  the  other  agents  of  poll, 
tical  negociations : 

He  bellows  the  command  of  ar¬ 
mies  and  fleets,  and  the  ranks  of 
marflial  of  France  and  admiral ; 

::  *  •  ’  ‘  H« 
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He  names  two-thirds  ef  the  rear- 
admirals,  one  half  of  the  lieutenant- 
generals,  camp-marfhals,  captains  of 
Ihips,  and  colonels  of  the  national 
gendarmerie  : 

He  names  a  third  of  the  colonels 
and  lieutenant-colonels,  and  a  iixth 
of  the  lieutenants  of  fhips  : 

The  whole  in  conformity  to  the 
Jaws  with  refpedl  to  promotion  : 

He  appoints,  in  tiie  civil  admini- 
flration  of  the  marine,  the  directors, 
the  comptrollers,  the  treafurers  of 
the  arfenals,  the  mailers  of  the 
works,  the  under  mailers  of  civil 
buildings,  half  of  the  mailers  of  ad- 
minillration,  and  of  the  under  maf- 
ters  of  conftru&ion. 

He  appoints  the  commillaries  of 
the  tribunals : 

He  appoints  the  fuperintendants 

in  chief  of  the  management  of 

•  ^  •» 

contributions  indirect,  “  and  the 
“  adminillration  of  national  do- 
(t  mains 

He  fuperintends  the  coinage  of 
money,  and  appoints  the  officers  en~ 
trulled  with  this  fuperintendance  in 
the  general  commiffion  and  the 
mints : 

The  effigy  of  the  king  is  druck 
on  all  the  coinage  of  the  king¬ 
dom  : 

III.  The  king  orders  letters  pa¬ 
tent,  brevets,  and  commiffions  to  be 
delivered  to  all  the  public  officers 
that  ought  to  receive  them. 

IV.  The  king  orders  a  lill  of 
penfions  and  gratifications  to  be 
made  out  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
prefented  to  the  legillative  body 
each  feffion,  “  and  decreed,  if  there 
*(  is  reafan,” 

Sect.  I.  Of  the  Promulgation  of 
Laws. 

I.  The  executive  power  is  en- 
tfuftecji  with  ordering  the  feal  of 
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Hate  to  be  put  to  laws,  and  caufing 
them  to  be  promulgated.  It  is  al- 
fo  charged  with  caufmg  thofe  laws 
of  the  legillative  body  which  are  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  royal  fandtion,  to 
be  publilhed  and  executed. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  law 
lhall  be  made,  both  ligned  by  the 
king,  counterfigned  by  the  minilter 
of  jullice,  and  fealed  with  the  feal 
of  date : 

The  one  lhall  be  depofited  in  the 
archives  of  the  feal,  and  the  other 
lhall  be  fent  to  the  archives  of  the 
legillative  body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws 
lhall  be  in  thefe  terms : 

N.  (the  king’s  name)  ly  the 
grace  of  God ,  and  the  confitutional 
law  of  the  fate,  king  of  the  French , 
to  all  prefent  and  to  come ,  greeting, 
The  national  afembly  has  decreed \  and. 
we  will  and  ordain  as  follows  : 

[Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  de¬ 
cree  lhall  be  inferted  without  any 
variation.  ] 

We  command  and  ordain  all  ad- 
min  if  native  bodies ,  and  courts  of juf- 
tice,  to  cafe  thefe  prefcnts  to  he  tran - 
J'cribcd  on  their  regifers ,  read ,  pub- 
lijhed ,  and  pofed  up  in  their  depart¬ 
ments,  and  nfpedirve  places  of  rcfort , 
and  executed  as  a  law  of  the  realm  ; 
in  witnefs  of  which  we  have  figned 
thefe  prefents,  to  which  w-e  have 
caufed  the  feal  of  the  fate  to  be  put. 

IV.  If  the  king  is  a  minor, 
laws,  proclamations,  and  other  adls 
proceeding  from  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity  during  the  regency,  lhall  be 
conceived  in  thefe  terms ; 

iV.  (the  name  of  the  regent)  Re¬ 
gent  of  the  kingdom  hi  the  name  of  N. 
(the  king’s  name)  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  confitutional  law  of  the 
fate ,  king  of  the  French,  &c.  &c. 

V.  The  executive  power  is 
bound  to  fend  the  laws  to  the  ad- 

jLiitniilrauva 
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miniftrative  bodies  and  courts  of 
juftice,  to  fee  that  they  are  fo  fent, 
and  to  anfwer  for  it  to  the  legifla- 
tive  body. 

VI.  The  executive  power  cannot 
make  any  law,  not  even  provifional, 
but  merely  proclamations,  conforma¬ 
ble  to  the  laws,  to  ordain  or  recal 
the  execution  of  them. 

Sect.  II.  Of  the  internal  Admini- 
f  ration. 

I.  There  is  in  each  department 
a  fuperior  adminiftration,  and  in 
each  diftrid  a  fubordinate  admi- 
niftration. 

II.  The  adminiftrators  have  no 
character  of  reprefentation. 

They  are  agents  chofen  for  a  time 
by  the  people,  to  exercife,  under 
their  fuperintendance  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  law,  the  adminjftrative 
functions. 

III.  They  can  aflume  no  autho¬ 
rity  in  legiflative  or  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings,  or  over  military  difpofi- 
tions  and  operations. 

IV.  <c  The  adminiftrators  are 
“  fpecially  charged  with  diftribut- 
tc  ing  the  contributions  dired,  and 
“  with  fuperintending  the  money 
“  arifing  from  the  contributions, 
**  and  the  public  revenues  in  their 
<f  territory.” 

Jt  belongs  to  the  legiflative 
power  to  determine  the  extent  and 
the  rules  and  the  mode  of  their 
fundions,  “  both  withrefped  to  the 

objeds  above  exprefted,  and  with 
“  refped  to  all  che  other  parts  of 
“  internal  adminiftration.” 

V.  The  king  has  the  right  of 
annulling  fuch  ads  of  the  admi¬ 
niftrators  of  department,  as  are  con- 
trary\to  the  law,  or  the  orders  tranf- 
mitted  to  them. 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  obftinate  dif- 


obedience,  or  of  their  endangering, 
by  their  ads,  the  fafety  or  peace  of 
the  public,  fufpend  them  from  their 
fundions. 

VI.  The  adminiftrators  of  de¬ 
partment  liave  alfo  the  right  of  an¬ 
nulling  the  ads  of  fub-adminiftrators 
of  diftrid,  contrary  to  the  laws  or 
the  refolution  of  adminiftrators  of 
department,  or  to  the  orders  which 
the  latter  fhall  have  given  or  tranf- 
mitted.  They  may  likewife,  in  cafe 
of  obftinate  difobedience  on  the  part 
of  the  fub-adminiftrators,  or  if  the 
latter  endanger,  by  their  ads,  the 
public  fafety  or  tranquillity,  fufpend 
them  from  their  fundions,  with  the 
referve  of  informing  the  king,  who 
may  remove  or  confirm  the  fuf- 
penfion. 

VII.  The  king,  if  the  admi¬ 
niftrators  of  department  fhall  not 
ufe  the  power  which  is  delegated  to 
them  in  the  article  above,  may  di- 
redly  annul  the  ads  of  fub-admi¬ 
niftrators,  and  fufpend  them  in  the 
fame  cafes. 

VIII.  Whenever  the  king  fhall 
pronounce  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion 
of  adminiftrators,  or  fub-admini¬ 
ftrators,  he  fhall  inform  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body. 

This  body  may  either  remove  or 
confirm  the  fufpenfion,  or  even  dif- 
folve  the  culpable  adminiftration ; 
and,  if  there  is  ground,  remit  all  the 
adminiftrators,  or  fome  of  them*  to 
the  criminal  tribunals,  or  enforce 
againft  them  the  decree  of  accufa- 
tion. 

Sect.  I II.  Of  external  Connexions. 

I.  The  king  alone  can  interfere 
in  foreign  political  connedions, 
condud  negotiations,  mako  prepa¬ 
rations  of  war  proportioned  to  thofe 
of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  difcri- 
.  •  bute 
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"bute  the  land  and  Tea  forces  as  he 
fhall  judge  moft  fuitable,  and  regu¬ 
late  their  dire&ion  in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war 
ihall  be  made  in  thefe  terms :  By  the 
king  of  the  French ,  in  the  name  of  the 
nation. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to 
refolve  and  fign  with  all  foreign 
powers  all  treaties  of  peace,  alliance, 
and  commerce,  and  other  conven-t 
tions,  which  he  Ihall  judge  neceffary 
for  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  with  a 
referve  for  the  ratification  of  the 
legiflative  body. 


Chapter  V. 

Of  the  ^Judicial  Power. 

I.  The  judicial  power  can  in 
no  cafe  be  exercifed  either  by  the 
legiflative  body  or  the  king. 

II.  Juflice  fhall  be  gratuitoufly 
rendered  by  judges  chofen  from 
time  to  time  by  the  people,  and  in- 
Hituted  by  letters  patent  of  the  king, 
who  cannot  refufe  them.  They 
cannot  be  depofed,  except  from  a 
forfeiture  duly  judged ;  or  fufpend- 
ed,  except  from  an  accufation  ad¬ 
mitted. 

“  The  public  accufer  fhall  be  no- 
"  minated  by  the  people.” 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either 
interfere  in  the  exercife  of  the  le¬ 
giflative  power,  or  fufpend  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  laws,  or  undertake  the 
adminiftrative  fun&ions,  or  cite  be¬ 
fore  them  the  adminiflrators  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  functions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be 
withdrawn  from  the  judges  whom 
the  law  afligns  to  them  by  any 
commililon,  or  by  any  other  attri¬ 
butions  or  evocations  than  thofe 
which  are  determined  by  the  laws. 

V.  **  The  right  of  citizens  to 
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“  terminate  difputes  definitively  by 
“  arbitration,  cannot  receive  any 
“  infringement  from  the  afts  of  the 
“  legiflative  power.” 

VI.  <f  The  ordinary  tribunals 
“  cannot  receive  any  civil  action 
“  without  its  being  proved  to  them 
“  that  the  parties  have  appeared, 
“  or  that  the  plaintiff  had  cited  the 
“  adverfe  party  before  the  media- 
“  tors  to  obtain  a  conciliation.” 

VII.  There  fhall  be  one  or 
more  judges  of  the  peace  in  the 
cantons  and  in  the  cities.  The 
number  fhall  be  determined  by  the 
legiflative  power. 

VIII.  It  belongs  to  the  legifla¬ 
tive  power  to  regulate  the  number 
and  jurifdittion  of  tribunals,  and 
the  number  of  judge's,  of  which  each 
tribunal  fhall  be  compofed. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  ci¬ 
tizen  can  be  judged,  except  on  an 
accufation  received  by  jurors,  or 
decreed  by  the  legiflative  body  in 
the  cafes  in  which  it  belongs  to  it 
to  profecute  the  accufation : 

After  the  accufation  fhall  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  the  fatt  fhall  be  examined, 
and  declared  by  the  jurors : 

The  perfon  accufed  fhall  have 
the  privilege  of  challenging  twen¬ 
ty,  “  without  aligning  any  rea- 
“  fon.” 

The  jurors  who  declare  the  fa& 
fhall  not  be  fewer  than  twelve : 

The  application  of  the  law  fhall 
be' made  by  the  judges : 

The  procefs  fhall  be  public, ft  and 
t(  the  perfon  accufed  cannot  be  de- 
“  nied  the  aid  of  counfel.” 

No  man  acquitted  by  a  legal  jury 
can  be  apprehended  or  accufed  on 
account  of  the  fame  fait. 

X.  <c  No  man  can  be  apprehend- 
“  ed,but  to  be  conducted  before  the 
“  officer  of  police;  and  no  man  can 
<c  be  arreflel  or  detained,  but  by 

li  virtue 
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virtue  of  an  order  of  the  officers 
0t  of  police,  a  warrant  of  arrell: 
°  from  a  tribunal,  a  decree  of  ac- 
**  cufation  by  the  legiftative  body, 
"  in  cafes  in  which  it  belongs  to  it 
**  to  pronounce,  or  of  a  fentence 
**  of  impri Comment  or  corredional 
**  detention.” 

XI.  “  Every  perfon  arrefted, 

and  taken  before  the  officer  of 
€f  police,  (hall  be  immediately  ex- 
"  amined,  or  at  fartheft  within  24 
**  hours. 

**  If  it  appear  from  the  exami- 
"  nation  that  there  is  no  ground  of 
"  accusation  againft  him,  he  fhall 

immediately  be  liberated;  or  if 
“  there  is  ground  for  fending  him 
"  to  the  houfe  of  arrell,  he  fhall  be 
“  fent  to  it  with  the  leaft  poffible 
€t  delay,  which  can  in  no  cafe  ex- 
“  ceed  three  days.” 

Xlf.  No  perfon  arrefted,  can 
**  be  detained  if  he  give  fufficient 
*(  bait,  in  all  thofe  inllances  in 
*  which  the  law  allows  to  remain 
ct  free  under  bail.” 

XIII.  “  No  perfon,  in  cafes 
^  where  confinement  i*  authorized 
“  by  law,  can  be  conveyed  or  de- 
“  tamed,  except  in  fuch  places  as 
“  are  legally  and  publicly  appoint- 
fs  ed  houfes  of  arrell,  of  juftice,  or 
€t  imprifonment.” 

XIV.  No  keeper  or  gaoler 
“  can  receive  or  detain  any  perfon, 
**  but  by  virtue  of  the  warrants, 
**  orders  of  arrell,  or  fentences, 
*e  enumerated  in  the  tenth  article, 
“  and  except  they  fhall  have  been 
“  tranferibed  upon  his  regifter.” 

XV.  *'  Every  keeper  or  gaoler 
tc  is  bound,  without  a  fpecial  or- 
et  der  to  the  contrary,  to  produce 
ct  the  prifoner  to  the  civil  officers 
f*  ent rafted  with  the  care  of  the  po- 
f*  Ike  of  the  houfe  of  confinement 


“  as  often  as  he  fhall  make  the  de* 
“  mand.” 

“  The  fight  of  the  prifoner  can* 
“  not  be  denied  to  his  relations, 
“  friends,  and  neighbours,  bearing 
<c  an  order  of  the  civil  officer,  which. 
“  he  fhall  always  be  bound  to  grant* 
“  except  the  keeper  or  gaoler  pro* 
“  duce  an  order  of  the  judge, 
“  tranferibed  upon  his  regifter, 
“  for  keeping  his  prifoner  fecret.” 

XVI.  “  Every  perfon,  what- 
“  ever  be  his  place -or  employment, 
fC  except  thofe  to  whom  the  law 
“  gives  the  power  of  arrell,  who 
“  fhall  give,  fign,  execute,  or  caufe 
“  to  be  executed,  an  order  for  ar- 
“  refting  a  citizen ;  or  whoever, 
“  even  in  cafes  of  arrefl  authorifed 
“  by  law,  fhall  conduct,  receive,  or 
“  detain  a  citizen  in  a  place  of  eon- 
“  finement  not  publicly  and  legally 
“  appointed ;  and  every  keeper  or 
“  gaoler,  who  fhall  tranfgrefs  the 
“  regulations  of  articles  XIV.  and 
“  XV.  above,  fhall  be  guilty  of  the 
“  crime  of  arbitrary  imprifon^ 
“  ment.” 

XVII.  “  No  perfon  can  be  en- 
“  quired  after,  or  profecuted,  on 
“  account  of  writings  which  he  fhall 
ts  have  printed  or  publifhed,  if  he 
“  has  not  inculcated  difobedience 
“  to  the  law,  contempt  of  the  con- 
ff  ftitutional  powers,  and  refiilance 
“  to  their  a£ls,  or  fome  of  thofe  ac- 
“  tions  declared  crimes  or  offences 
“  by  law. 

“  Cenfnre  on  the  a£ls  of  the  con- 
“  flituted  powers  is  permitted  ;  but 
“  voluntary  danders  againfl  the 
“  probity  of  public  officers,  and  the 
“  redlitude  of  their  intentions  in  the 
“  exercife  of  their  offices,  may  be 
<f  profecuted  by  thofe  againft  wjiom 
“  they  are  diredled. 

u  Slanders,  or  injurious  reports 
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*  againH  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
ft  relative  to  the  actions  of  their 
u  private  life,  (hall  be  puninied 
“  upon  their  profecution.” 

XVII I.  “No  perfon  can  be 
**  tried  either  by  a  civil  or  criminal 
“  a&Ion  on  account  of  any  writ- 
“  ings  printed  or  published,  except 
“  it  fhall  have  been  examined  and 
“  declared  by  a  jury,  ill,  whether 
u  there  is  any  thing  criminal  in 
“  the  writing  complained  of?  2clly, 
“  whether  the  perfon  profecuted 
"  has  been  guilty  of  it  ?” 

XIX.  For  the  whole  kingdom 
there  fhall  be  one  tribunal  of  ap¬ 
peal,  ellablilhed  near  the  legiHative 
body.  Its  functions  fhall  be  to  pro¬ 
nounce 

On  appeals  from  the  judgment  of 
the  tribunals ; 

On  appeals  from  the  judgment 
of  one  tribunal  to  another,  on  lawful 
caufe  of  fufpicion ; 

On  the  regulations  of  judges,  and 
exceptions  to  a  whole  tribunal. 

XX.  The  tribunal  of  appeal  can 
never  enter  into  an  original  exami¬ 
nation  of  a  cafe ;  but  after  annul¬ 
ling  a  judgment  in  a  procefs,  in 
which  the  forms  have  been  violated, 
or  which  fhall  contain  an  exp  refs 
contravention  of  law,  it  fhall  refer 
the  merits  of  the  cafe  to  the  tribu¬ 
nal  that  ought  to  take  cognizance 
of  them. 

XXI.  When  after  two  appeals, 
the  judgment  of  the  third  tribunal 
fhall  be  quekioned  in  the  fame  way 

that  of  the  former  two,  the  cafe 
fhall  not  be  carried  again  to  the 
tribunal  of  appeal,  without  being 
firil  fubmitted  to  the  legiilative  bo¬ 
dy,  which  fhall  pafs  a  decree  decla¬ 
ratory  of  the  law,  to  which  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  appeal  fhall  be  bound  to  con¬ 
form. 

XXII.  The  tribunal  of  appeal 


fhall  be  bound  to  fend  every  year 
to  the  bar  of  the  legiilative  body  a 
deputation  of  eight  of  its  members, 
to  prefent  a  flatement  of  the  judg¬ 
ments  given,  with  an  abflradl  of  the 
cafe  annexed  to  each,  and  the  text 
of  the  law,  which  was  the  ground  of 
the  decifion. 

XXII L  A  high  national  court, 
compofed  of  members  of  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  appeal  and  high  jurors,  fiiall 
take  cognizance  of  the  crimes  of 
mmifters,  and  the  principal  agents 
of  the  executive  power;  and  of 
crimes  'which  attack  the  general 
fafety  of  the  Hate,  when  the  legis¬ 
lative  body  fiiall  pais  a  decree  of 
accufation  : 

It  fhall  not  affemble  but  on  the 
proclamation  of  the  legiilative  body; 
“  and  at  the  diflance  of  30,000  toifes, 
“  at  leak,  from  the  place  of  meet- 
“  ing  of  the  legiilative  body.*' 

XXIV.  The  orders  iffued.  for 
executing  the  judgments  of  the  tri¬ 
bunals,  fhall  be  conceived  in  thcfe 
terms : 

N.  (the  name  of  the  king),  by  the 
grace  of  God ,  and  by  the  conjlilutimal 
law  of  the  fate ,  king  of  the  French , 
to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  greeting: 

the  tribunal  of - has  pajjed  the 

following  judgmrnt : 

[Here  fhall  follow  a  copy  of  the 
judgment,  in  which  fhall  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  names  of  the  judges]. 

TVe  charge  and  enjoin  all  officers, 
upon  the  prefent  demand,  to  put  the 
fame  judgment  into  execution ,  cur  com - 
miff  oner  s  of  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the. 
fame ,  and  all  the  commanders  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  public  force  to  he  affifjng 
with  their  force,  when  it  fhall  be  le¬ 
gally  required:  In  witnefs  of  we  huh 
the  prefent  judgment  has  been  Jealed  and 
fgned  by  the  prejident  of  the  tribunal, 
and  by  the  regijicr. 

XXV.  The  functions  of  the 

kirfg’s 
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king’s  commiffioners  in  the  tribu¬ 
nals,  fhall  be  to  require  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  laws  in  the  judg¬ 
ments  to  be  given,  and  to  caufe 
them  to  be  executed  after  they  are 
patted : 

They  fhall  not  be  public  accufers ; 
but  they  fhall  be  heard  on  all  accu- 
fations,  and  fhall  require,  during 
procefs,  regularity  of  forms,  and  be¬ 
fore  judgment,  the  application  of  the 
law. 

XXVI.  The  king’s  committion- 
ers  in  the  tribunals  fhall  reprefent 
to  the  director  of  the  jury,  either 
officially  or  according  to  orders 
given  them  by  the  king. 

Offences  againft  the  individual 
liberty  of  citizens,  againft  the  free 
circulation  of  provifions,  “  and  other 
“  articles  of  commerce,”  and  the 
colledion  of  contributions ; 

Offences  by  which  the  execution 
of  orders  given  by  the  king,  in  the 
exercife  of  the  fundions  delegated 
to  him,  fhall  be  difturbed  or  im¬ 
peded  ; 

Offences  againft  the  rights  of 
perfons,  and  oppofition  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  judgments,  and  all  execu¬ 
tive  ads  proceeding  from  the  con- 
flituted  powers. 

XXVII.  The  minifter  of  juftice 
fhall  reprefent  to  the  tribunal  of  ap¬ 
peal,  by  means  of  the  king’s  com- 
miffioner,  “  and  without  prejudice 
“  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  inte- 
<£  refted,”  the  ads  by  which  the 
judges  fhall  have  exceeded  the  li¬ 
mits  of  their  power. 

The  tribunal  fhall  annul  thefe  ads, 
and  if  they  give  ground  for  forfei¬ 
ture,  the  fad  fhall  be  reprefented  to 
the  legiflative  body,  which  fhall  pafs 
the  decree  of  accufation,  and  refer 
the  parties  informed  againft  to  the 
high  national  court. 


PART  IV. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  FORCE, 

I.  The  public  force  is  inftituted 
to  defend  the  ftate  againft  external 
enemies ;  and  to  maintain  internal 
order,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws. 

II.  It  is  compofed. 

Of  the  land  and  fea  force; 

Of  the  troop  fpecially  deftined  for 
home  fervice ; 

And,  fubfidiarly,  of  the  adive  ci* 
tizens  and  their  children  of  age  to 
bear  arms,  regiftered  in  the  roll  of 
national  guards. 

III.  The  national  guards  do  not 
form  a  military  body,  or  an  infti- 
tulion  in  the  ftate  ;  they  are  the  ci¬ 
tizens  themfelves  called  to  affift  the 
public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  em¬ 
body  themfelves,  or  ad  as  national 
guards,  but  by  virtue  of  a  requifi- 
tion,  or  a  legal  authority. 

V.  They  are  fubjed  in  this  qua¬ 
lity  to  an  organization,  determined 
by  the  law : 

They  fhall  be  diftinguifhed  in  the 
whole  kingdom  by  only  one  form  of 
difcipline,  and  one  uniform  : 

Diftindions  of  rank  aijd  fubordi- 
nation  fubfift  only  relatively  to  the 
fervice,  and  during  its  continu¬ 
ance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a 
time,  and  cannot  again  be  chofen, 
till  after  a  certain  interval  of  fervice 
as  privates. 

None  fhall  command  the  national 
guard  of  more  than  one  diftrid. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  public 
force  employed  for  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  from  foreign  enemies,  are  under 
the  command  of  the  king. 

VIII*  No  body  or  detachment 

of 
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of  troops  of  the  line  can  aft  in  the 
internal  part  of  the  kingdom  with¬ 
out  a  legal  order. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public 
force  can  enter  the  houfeof  a  citi¬ 
zen,  if  it  is  not  in  order  to  execute 
the  inftruftions  of  police  and  of  juf- 
tice,  or  in  cafes  formally  provided 
for  by  the  law. 

X.  The  requifition  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  force  in  the  internal  part  of  the 
kingdom  belongs  to  the  civil  of¬ 
ficers,  according  to  the  regulations 
provided  by  the  legiflative  power. 

XI.  When  any  department  is  in 
a  ftate  of  commotion,  the  king  fhall 
iffue,  fubjeft  to  the  refponfibility  of 
minifters,  the  neceffary  orders  for 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  order;  but  with 
thereferve  of  informing  the  legifla- 
tive  body,  if  it  is  aflembled,  and 
of  convoking  it  if  it  be  not  fit- 
ting. 

XII.  The  public  force  is  effen- 
tially  obedient;  no  armed  body  can 
deliberate. 

XIII.  “  The  land  and  fea  force, 
“  and  the  troops  de dined  for  the 
((  internal  fecurity,  are  fubjeft  to 
“  particular  laws,  both  with  relpeft 
“  to  the  maintenance  of  difcipline, 
“  and  the  form  of  trial,  as  well  as 
“  the  nature  of  punifhment  in  cafe 
“  of  military  offences.’*' 


PART  V. 

OF  PUBLIC  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

I.  Public  contributions  fhall  be 
debated  and  fixed  evdry  year  by  the 
legiflative  body,  and  cannot  conti¬ 
nue  in  force  longer  than  the  laft  day 
of  the  following  leffion,  if  they  are 
not  exprefsly  renewed. 

II.  The  funds  neceffary  to  the 
iilcharge  of  the  national  debt,  and 
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the  payment  of  the  civil  lift,  can 
ijnder  no  pretext  be  refufed  or  fuf- 
pended/ 

“  The  allowances  to  the  minifters 
of  the  catholic  religion  penfioned, 
retained,  elefted  or  nominated,  in 
virtue  of  the  decrees  of  the  con¬ 
flicting  national  affembly,  forms 
part  of  the  national  debt. 

“  The  legiflative  body  can  in  no 
cafe  charge  the  nation  with  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual.’* 

III.  ((  Detailed  accounts  of  the 


a 


a 


<c 


a 


ff 


a 


cc 


“  expence  of  the  minillerial  depart- 
“  ments,  figned  and  certified  by  the 
“  minifters  or  comptrollers  general, 
“  fhall  be  printed  and  publifhed  at 

the  commencement  of  the  feftions 
“  of  each  legiflature. 

The  fame  fhall  be  done  with  the 
“  llatements  of  the  receipt  of  the 
“  different  taxes,  and  all  the  public 
“  revenues. 

“  The  ftatements  of  the  expen- 
“  diture  and  receipts  fhall  be  diftin- 
"  guifhed  according  to  their  nature, 
“  and  fhall  expreis  the  fume  receiv- 
“  ed  and  expended  year  by  year  in 
“  each  diftrift. 

“  The  particular  expences  for 
“  each  department,  and  thofe  that 
“  relate  to  the  tribunals,  the  admi- 
**  niftrative  bodies,  and  other  eftab- 
“  lifh ments,  fhall  alfo  be  publifti- 
“  ed.’* 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  of  de¬ 
partment  and  fub -adminiftrators  can 
neither  eftablifh  any  public  contri¬ 
bution,  or  make  any  diftribution 
beyond  the  time  and  the  fums  fixed 
by  the  legiflative  body,  nor  delibe 
rate,  or  permit,  without  being  au¬ 
thorized  by  it,  any  local  loan  to  be 
charged  to  the  citizens  of  the  de¬ 
partment. 

V.  The  executive  power  direfts 
and  fuperintends  the  colleftion  and 

paying 
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paying  in  of  contributions,  and 
gives  the  neceflary  orders  to  this 
e*fred. 


PART  VI. 

©F  THE  CONNECTION  OF  THE 

FRENCH  NATION  WITH  FO¬ 
REIGN  NATIONS. 

The  French  nation  renounces  the 
undertaking  of  any  war  with  a  view 
of  making  conquefts,  and  will  never 
employ  its  forces  againft  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  any  people. 

The  conftitution  no  longer  ad¬ 
mits  the  droit  d'aubaine. 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in 
France  or  not,  inherit  the  property 
of  their  relations,  whether  foreign¬ 
ers  or  Frenchmen.  They  can  con- 
trad,  acquire,  and  receive  property 
lituated  in  France,  and  difpofe  of 
it,  as  well  as  any  French  citizen,  in 
every  mode  authorised  by  the 
laws. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubjed 
to  the  fame  criminal  laws  and  re¬ 
gulations  of  police  as  French  citi¬ 
zens,  “  with  a  referve  for  conven- 
te  tions  made  with  foreign  powers. ” 
Their  perfons,  effeds,  induftry,  and 
religion,  are  equally  proteded  by 
tfie  law. 


PART  vir. 

OF  THE  REVISION  OF  THE  CON¬ 
STITUTIONAL  DECREES. 

I.  <(  The  conflituting  national 
“  aftembly  declares,  that  the  nation 
“  has  the  imprefcriptible  right  of 
changing  its  conftitution;  and 
€C  neverthelefs,  coniidering  that  it 
"  is  more  conformable  to  the  nation- 
**  al  intereft  to  employ  only  by 


“  means  provided  in  the  conftitution 
c<  itfelf  the  right  of  reforming  thofe 
“  articles  of  it,  of  which  experience 
“  fhall  have  fhewn  the  inconvenien- 
c<  ces,  decrees*  that  the  proceeding 
“  by  an  aftembly  of  revifion  fhall 
"  be  regulated  in  the  form  follow- 
“  ing  : 

II.  ^AVhen  three  fucceftive  Ie- 
“  giflatures  fhall  have  exprefled  an 
“  uniform  wifh  for  the  change  of 
“  any  conftitutional  article,  the 
“  revifion  demanded  fhall  take 
“  place.’* 

III.  “  The  next  legillature,  and 
“  the  following,  cannot  propofe  the 
“  reform  of  any  conftitutional  ar- 
“  tide.” 

IV.  “  Of  the  three  legiflatures, 
“  who  may  afterwards  propofe  any 
“  changes,  the  two  firft  fhall  only 
“  occupy  themfelves  on  this  objed 
“  the  two  laft  months  of  their  laft 
“  feffion;  and  the  third,  at  the  end 
“  of  its  firft  annual  feifion,  or  at  the 
“  commencement  of  the  fecond. 

“  Their  deliberations  on  this  fub- 
“  jed  fhall  be  conduded  with  the 
“  fame  forms  as  their  legiflative 
“  ads ;  but  the  decrees  by  which 
“  they  fhall  exprefs  their  wife  fhall 
“  not  require  the  king’s  fandion.” 

V.  <c  The  fourth  legillature, 
“  augmented  with  two  hundred 
“  forty-nine  members,  cholen  in 
“  each  department,  by  doubling  the 
“  ordinary  number  which  it  furnife- 
“  es  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
“  tion,  feall  form  the  aftembly  of 
"  revifion. 

“  Thefe  two  hundred  forty-nine 
“  members  feall  be  chofen  after  the 
“  nomination  of  the  reprefentatives 
“  to  the  legiflative  body  feall  be 
“  terminated,  and  feparate  minutes 
“  feall  be  made  of  it. 

«  The  aftembly  of  revifion  feall 

**  be 
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^  be  compofed  only  of  one  cham- 
ber.” 

VI.  “  The  members  of  the 
third  Iegiflatiire,  which  {hall  4iave 

demanded  the  chanp-e,  cannot  be 
“  chofen  to  the  affembly  of  re- 
ie  vifion.5* 

VII.  “  The  members  of  the  af- 
*c  fembly  of  revifiorl,  after  having 
i(  all  pronounced  in  a  body,  the 

kt  Oath  -  ‘  T0  LIVE  FREE  OR 

<c  Din’—Jhall  take  individually  an 
“  oath  to  confide  t hemf elves  to  deter- 
i(  mine  on  the  objects  which  fall  have 
t(  been  fubmitted  to  them  by  the  uniform 
“  wijh  of  three  preceding  legiflatures ; 
tc  to  maintain .  befides,  with  all  their 
e<  power,  the  confitution  of  the  king- 
“  dom,  decreed  by  the  ccnfituting  na - 
“  tional  affembly ,  during  the  years 
tc  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  and  to  be 
ic  in  all  refpedts  faithful  to  the  na - 
ft  tion ,  the  law,  and  the  king” 

VIII.  "  The  affembly  of  revi- 
<c  fion  fllall  be  bound  then,  without 
te  delay,  to  enter  upon  the  objeds 
te  which  fhall  have  been  fubmitted 
*■  to  their  confideration.  As  foon 

as  their  labour  fhall  be  finifhed, 
the  two  hundred  forty-nine  mem- 
t(  bers  named  in  addition  fhall  re- 
“  tire,  without  being  able,  in  any 
cafe,  to  take  part  in  the  legifla- 
t(  tive  ads.” 

The  French  colonies  and  poffef- 
fions  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America, 
tc  though  they  form  part  of  the 
*c  French  empire,”  are  not  included 
in  the  prefent  conftitution. 

None  of  the  powers  inflituted  by 
the  conflitutibn  have  a  right  to 
change  it  in  its  form,  or  in  its  part; 
excepting  the  reforms  which  may 
be  made  by  the  mode  of  revifion, 
conformable  to  the  regulation  of 
Part  VII. 

The  conflituting  national  affembly 
commits  the  depofit  to  the  fidelity  of 
Vol.  XXXIII, 
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the  legiflative  body,  of  the  king, 
and  of  the  judges ;  to  the  vigilance  • 
of  fathers  of  families,  to  wives,  and 
to  mothers ;  to  the  attachment  6f 
young  citizens ;  to  the  courage  of 
all  Frenchmen. 

With  refped  to  the  laws  made 
by  the  national  affembly,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  ad  of  confuta¬ 
tion,  thofe  anterior  laws,  which  it 
has  not  altered,  they  fhall  be  obferv* 
ed,  fo  long. as  they  fhall  not  be  re¬ 
voked  or  modified  by  the  legiflative 
power. 

(Signed)  Vernier,  Prefident; 

£ougeard,  Couppe,  Mailly- 
Ghateaurekaud,  Chail- 
lon,  Aubry  (Bifhop  of  the 
department  of  the  Meufe)* 
Darche,  Secretaries. 


Authentic  Copy  of  the  new  ConsTi* 
tutionc/POLAND,  efablifh - 
ed  on  the  3d  of  May  1791. 


In  the  Name  of  God,  one  In  the  Holy 
Trinity  ! 

Staniflaus  Auguftus,  by  theg’race 
of  God,  and  the  will  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  King  of  Poland,  grand 
duke  of  Lithuania,RufIia,  Pruf- 
fia,  Mafovia,  Samogitia,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  together  with  the  con¬ 
federate  Fates  affembled  in 
double  number  to  reprefent  the 
Polifh  nation. 

ERSUADED  that  our  common 
fate  depends  entirely  upon  the 
eflablifhing  and  rendering  perfed  a 
national  conflitution ;  convinced  by 
a  long  train  of  experience  of  many 
defeds  in  our  government,  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  profit  by  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  Europe,  and  by  the  fa¬ 
's1  N  vourable 
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'ourable  moment  which  has  reftored 
us  to  ourfelves ;  free  from  the  dis¬ 
graceful  (hackles  of  foreign  in¬ 
fluence;  prizing  more  than  life,  and 
every  perfonal  confideration,  the 
political  exigence,  external  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  internal  liberty  of 
the  nation,  whole  care  is  entrufled 
to  us ;  defirous,  moreover,  to  de- 
fejwe  the  blefling  and  gratitude, 
not  only  of  our  cotemporaries,  but 
alfb  of  future  generations ;  for  the 
fake  of  the  public  good,  for  fecuring 
our  liberty,  and  maintaining  our 
kingdom  and  our  pofleflrons ;  in 
order  to  exert  our  natural  rights  with 
zeal  and  firmnefs,  we  do  folemnly 
cftablifo  the prsfent  conflitution ,  which 
we  declare  wholly  inviolable  in 
every  part,  till  fuch  period  as  (hall 
be  prescribed  by  law,  when  the  na¬ 
tion,  if  it  fhould  think  (it,  and  deem 
it  neceflary,  may  alter  by  its  exprefs 
will  (uch  articles  therein  as  (hall  be 
.  found  inadequate.  And  this  pre¬ 
fers  conflitution  (hall  be  the  ftandard 
of  all  laws  and  flatutes  for  the  future 
diets. 

Article  I.  ’The  Dominant  National 
Religion. 

The  holy  Roman -catholic  faith, 
with  all  its  privileges  and  immuni¬ 
ties,  fhaii  be  the  dominant  national 
religion.  The  changing  of  it  for 
any  other  perfuafion  is  forbidden 
under  the  penalties  of  apoftacy  :  but 
as  the  fame  holy  religion  commands 
us  to  love  our  neighbours,  we  there¬ 
fore  owe  to  all  people  of  whatever 
perfuafion,  peace  in  matters  of  faith, 
and  the  protection  of  government; 
consequently  we  afiure,  to  all  per- 
fuafions  and  religions,  freedom  and 
liberty,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  in  all  dominions'  of  the 
republic. 


Article  II.  Nobility ,  or  the  Equef* 
trian  Order. 

Revering  the  memory  of  our  an- 
ceftors  with  gratitude,  as  the  firfl 
founders  of  our  liberties,  it  is  but 
jufl  to  acknowledge,  in  a  mod  fo- 
lemn  manner,  that  all  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence  and  prerogatives  of  liberty, 
both  in  public  and  private  life, 
ihould  be  infured  to  this  order;  ef- 
pecially  laws,  flatutes,  and  privi¬ 
leges,  granted  to  this  order  by  Ca- 
fimir  the  Great,  Lewis  of  Hungary, 
Ladiflaus  Jagellon,  and  his  brother 
Wittoldus,  grand  duke  of  Lithua¬ 
nia  ;  alfo  by  Ladiflaus  and  Cafimi- 
rus,  both  Jagellons;  by  John  At- 
bsrtus,  Alexander,  Sigifmundus  the 
iirft,  and  Sigifmundus  Auguftus,  (the 
lafl  of  the  Jagellonic  race)  are  by 
the  prefent.  act  renewed,  confirmed, 
and  declared  to  be  inviolable.  We 
acknowledge  the  rank  of  the  noble 

O 

Equeftrian  order  in  Poland  to  be 
equal  to  all  degrees  of  nobility — all 
perfons  of  that  order  to  be  equal 
among  themfelves,  not  only  in  the 
eligibility  to  all  pofts  of  honour, 
trufl,  or  emolument,  but  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  all  privileges  and  pre¬ 
rogatives  appertaining  to  the  faid. 
order:  and  in  particular,  we  pre- 
ferve  and  guarantee  to  every  indi¬ 
vidual  thereof  perfonal  liberty  and 
fecurity  of  territorial  and  moveable 
property,  as  they  were  formerly  en¬ 
joyed;  nor  (hall  we  even  fufler  the 
leaf!;  encroachment  on  either  by  the 
fupreme  national  power  (on  which 
the  prefent  form  of  government  is 
eflablifhed),  under'  any  pretext 
whatfoever,  contrary  to  private 
rights,  either  in  part,  or  in  the  whole  ; 
confequently  we  regard  the  preier- 
vation  of  perfonal  fecurity  and  pro¬ 
perty,  as  by  law  afeertained,  to  be 
a  tie  of  foeiety,  and  the  very  e (fence 
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bf  civil  liberty,  which  ought  to  be 
tonfidered  and  refpeCted  for  ever. 
It  is  in  this  order  that  we  repofe  the 
defence  of  our  liberties,  and  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  :  it  is  tb  their  virtue. 
Valour,  honour,  and  patriotifm,  we 
recommehd  its  dignity  to  vene¬ 
rate,  and  its  liability  to  defend,  as 
the  only  bulwark  of  our  liberty  and 
exiftence. 

Article  III.  Vowns  and  Citizens. 

The  law  made  by  the  prefent  diet, 
entitled,  our  royal  free  towns  within 
the  dominions  of  the  republic ,  we  mean 
to  cOnfider  as  a  part  of  the  prefent 
conftitution;  and  promife  to  main¬ 
tain  it  as  a  new,  additional,  true,  and 
effectual  fupport,  of  our  common 
liberties,  and  eur  mutual  defence. 

Article  IV.  Peafants  and  Villagers. 

This  agricultural  clafs  of  people, 
the  moft  numerous  in  the  nation; 
tonfequently  forming  the  moft  con- 
liderable  part  of  its  force,  from  whofe 
hands  flows  the  fource  of  our  riches, 
we  receive  under  the  protection  of 
national  law  and  government,  from 
the  motives  of  juftice,  humanity, 
chriftianity,  and  our  own  intereft 
well  underftood :  ena&ing,  that 
whatever  liberties,  grants,  and  con¬ 
ventions,  between  the  proprietors 
and  villagers,  either  individually  or 
collectively,  may  be  allowed  in  fu¬ 
ture,  and  entered  authentically  into; 
fuc'n  agreements,  according  to  their 
true  meaning,  fhall  import  mutual 
and  reciprocal  obligations,  binding 
not  only  the  prefent  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  but  even  their  fucceflbrs  by  in¬ 
heritance  or  acquifttion— fo  fir  that 
it  ftiall  not  be  in  the  power  of  either 
party  to  alter  at  pleafure  fuch  con¬ 
tracts,  importing  grants  on  one  fide, 
and  voluntary  promife  of  duties,  la¬ 
bour,  or  payments  on  the  other,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  manner  and  condi¬ 
tions  therein  exprefted,  whether  they 
are  to  laft  perpetually,  or  for  a  fixed 
period.  Thus  having  infured  to  the 
proprietors  every  advantage  they 
have  a  right  to  from  their  villagers, 
and  willing  to  encourage  moft  effec¬ 
tually  the  population  of  our  country, 
we  publijh  and  proclaim  a  perfect  and 
entire  liberty  to  all  people ,  either  whd 
may  be  newly  coming  to  fettle,  or 
thofe  who,  having  emigrated,  would 
return  to  their  native  country;  and 
we  declare  moft  folemrify,  that  any 
perfon  coming  into  Poland,  from 
whatever  part  of  the  world,  or  re¬ 
turning  from  abroad,  as  foon  as  he 
fets  his  foot  on  the  territory  of  the 
republic,  becomes  free  and  at  liberty 
to  exercife  his  induftry,  wherever 
and  in  whatever  manner  he  pleafes, 
to  fettle  either  in  towns  or  villages, 
to  farm  and  rent  lands  and  houfes, 
on  tenures  and  contracts,  for  as  long 
a  term  as  may  be  agreed  bn;  with 
liberty  to  remain,  or  to  remove, 
after  having  fulfilled  the  obligations 
he  may  have  voluntarily  entered 
into. 


Article  V.  Form  of  Government,  df 

the  Definition  of  Public  Powers. 

All  power  in  civil  fociety  fhould 
be  derived  from  the  will  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  its  end  and  objeCt  being  the  pre- 
fervation  and  integrity  of  the  ftate, 
the  civil  liberty,  and  the  good  ordef 
of  fociety,  on  an  equal  fcale,  and  on. 
a  lading  foundation.  Three  diftinCI 
powers  fhall  compofe  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Polilh  nation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  conftitution  ; 
viz. 

i  ft.  Legiflative  power  in  the 
ftates  aftembled. 

2d.  Executive  power  in  the  king 
and  the  council  of  infpeClion. 

3d.  Judicial  power  in  jurif- 

*  N  %  diCti®a3 
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di&ions  exifting,  or  to  be  efta- 
blifhed. 

9 

Article  VI.  The  Diet,  or  the  hegljla- 
ti<ve  Power. 

The  diet,  or  the  aflembly  of  Hates, 
fhall  be  divided  into  two  hoitfes; 
'viz.  the  houfe  of  nuncios ,  or  deputies, 
and  the  houfe  of  fenate,  where  th#  king 
as  to  prefide.  The  former ,  being  the 
feprefentative  and  central  point  of 
fupreme  national  authority,  lhall 
poffefs  the  pre-eminence  in  the  le- 
giflature ;  therefore  all  bills  are  to 
be  decided  firft  in  this  houfe. 

I  ft.  AU  general  laws,  viz.  con- 
flit utional,  civil,  criminal,  and  per¬ 
petual  taxes;  concerning  which 
matters  the  king  is  to  iftiie  his  pro¬ 
portions  by  the  circular  letters  fent 
before  the  dietines  to  every  pala¬ 
tinate  and  to  every  diftrift  for  de¬ 
liberation which  coming  before  the 
houfe,  with  the  opinion  exprefted  in 
the  inftru&ions  given  to  their  re- 
prefentatives,  fhall  be  taken  the  ftrft 
for  decifion. 

zd.  Particular  laws,  viz.  temporal 
taxes ;  regulations  of  the  mint;  con¬ 
tracting  public  debts;  creating  no¬ 
bles,  and  other  cafual  recompences ; 
reparation  of  public  expences,  both 
ordinary  and  extraordinary ;  con¬ 
cerning  war;  peace;  ratification  of 
treaties*  both  political  and  commer¬ 
cial  ;  all  diplomatic  adts  and  conven¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  laws  of  natiohs ; 
examining  and  acquitting  different 
executive  departments,  and  fimilar 
fubjedts  ariling  from  the  accidental 
exigencies  and  circumftances  of  the 
ftate ;  in  which  the  propofitions, com¬ 
ing  diredtly  from  the  throne  into  the 
houfe  of  nuncios,  are  to  have  pre¬ 
ference  in  difeufiion  before  the  pri¬ 
vate  bills. 

In  regard  to  the  houfe  of fenate,  it 
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is  to  conlift  of  bifhops,  palatines'*' 
caftellans,  and  minifters,  under  the 
prefidency  of  the  king,  who  fhall 
have  but  one  vote,  and  the  calling 
voice  in  cafe  of  parity*  which  he 
may  give  either  perfonally,  or  by  a 
mefiage  to  the  houfe.  Its  power 
and  duty  fhall  be, 

I  ft.  Every  general  law  that  paf- 
fes  formally  through  the  houfe  of* 
nuncios  is  to  be  fent  immediately 
to  this,  which  is  either  accepted,  or 
fufpended  till  farther  national  deli¬ 
beration,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  as 
preferibed  by  law.  If  accepted,  is, 
becomes  a  law  in  all  its  force;  if 
fufpended,  it  fhall  be  refumed  at  the 
next  diet;  and  if  it  is  then  agreed  to 
again  by  the  houfe  of  nuncios,  the 
fenate  muft  fubmit  to  it. 

zd.  Every  particular  law  or  fta- 
tute  of  the  diet  in  matters  above 
fpecified,*as  foon  as  it  has  been  de¬ 
termined  by  the  houfe  of  nuncios,* 
and  fent  up  to  the  fenate,  the  votes 
of  both  houfes  fhall  be  jointly  com¬ 
puted,  and  the  majority,  as  deferibed 
by  law,  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  de¬ 
cree  and  the  will  of  the  nation. 

Thofe  fenators  and  minifters  who/ 
from  their  fhare  in  executive  power, 
are  accountable  to  the  republic, 
cannot  have  an  active  voice  in  the 
diet,  but  may  be  prefent  in  order  to 
give  necelfary  explanations  to  the 
ftates. 

Thgfe  ordinary  legiflative  diets 
fhall  have  their  uninterrupted  exift- 
ence,  and  be  always  ready  to  meetj 
renewable  every  two  years.  The 
length  of  feffions  lhall  be  determined 
by  the  law  concerning  diets.  If 
convened  out  of  ordinary  fefiion/ 
upon  foftie  urgent  occafioq,  they  lhall 
only  deliberate  on  the  fubjeft  wMch 
occafioned  fuch  a  call,  or  on  ciscum- 
fiances  which  may  arife  out  of  it. 
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Mo  law  or  flat  Lite  enabled  by  fuch 
/ordinary  diet  can  be  altered  or  an¬ 
nulled  by  the  fame. 

The  compliment  of  the  diet 
jfhali  be  compofed  of  the  number  of 
perfons  in  both  houfes,  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  hereafter. 

The  law  concerning  the  diqtines, 
,or  primary  ele&ions,  as  effiablifhed 
by  the  prefent  diet,  (hall  be  regarded 
as  a  mofc  efiential  foundation  of  civil 
liberty. 

The  majority  of  votes  fhall  de¬ 
cide  every  thing,  and  every  where; 
therefore  we  abolifh,  and  utterly  an¬ 
nihilate,  liberum  veto,  all  forts  of  con¬ 
federacies  and  confederate  diets,  as 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  prefent 
conftitution,  as  undermining  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  as  being  ruinous  to 
lociety. 

Willing  to  prevent,  on  one  hand, 
violent  and  frequent  changes  in  the 
national  conflitution,  yet  confider- 
ing,  on  the-  other,  die  necefiity  of 
perfecting  it,  after  experiencing  its 
efleCts  on  public  profperity,  we  de¬ 
termine  the  period  of  every  twenty- 
five  years  for  an  extraordinary  confti- 
tutional diet,  to  be  held  purpofely  for 
the  revifion  and  fuch  alterations  of 
the  conflitution  as  may  be  found  re- 
quifite;  which  diet  ihall  be  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  a  feparate  law  here¬ 
after. 

Article  Vir.  The  King ,  or  Execu¬ 
tive  P Giver. 

The  moll  perfeCt  government 
cannot  exilt  or  laft  without  an  effec¬ 
tual  executive  power.  The  happi- 
nefs  of  the  nation  depends  on  juft 
laws,  but  the  good  effeCts  of  laws 
flow  only  from  their  execution. 
Experience  has  taught  us  that  the 
negleCling  this  eflential  part  of  go¬ 
vernment  has  overwhelmed  Poland 
with  difallejs. 


PAPERS, 

Having,  therefore,  fecured  to  the 
free  Poliih  nation  the  right  of  enact¬ 
ing  laws  for  themfelves,  the  fupreme 
infpeCtion  over  the  executive  power, 
and  the  choice  of  their  magiflrates, 
<we  entrujl  to  the  king ,  and  his  council, 
the  higheji  poveer  of  executing  the 
laves. 

This  council  fhall  be  called  Straz, 
or  the  council  of  infpeCtion. 

The  duty  of  fuch  executive  poveer 
fhall  be  to  watch  over  the  laws,  and 
to  fee  them  ftriCtly  executed  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  import,  even  by  the 
means  of  public  force,  fhould  it  be 
jieceffary. 

All  departments  and  magistracies 
are  bound  to  obey  its  directions. 
To  this  power  we  leave  the  right  of 
controlling  fuch  as  are  refraCtory,  or 
of  punifhing  fuch  as  are  negligent 
in  the  execution  of  their  refpeCtive 
offices. 

This  executive  power  cannot  af- 
fume  the  right  of  making  laws,  or  of 
their  interpretation.  It  is  exprefs- 
ly  forbidden  to  contraCt  public  debts; 
to  alter  the  repartition  of  the  nation¬ 
al  income,  as  fixed  by  the  diet;  to 
declare  war ;  to  conclude  definitive¬ 
ly  any  treaty,  or  any  diplomatic  aCt; 
it  is  only  allowed  to  carry  on  ne- 
gociations  with  foreign  courts,  and 
facilitate  temporary  occurrences, 
always  with  reference  to  the  diet. 

The  prown  of  Poland  we  declare 
to  be  elective  in  regard  to  families, 
and  it  is  fettled  fo  for  ever. 

Having  experienced  the  fatal  ef- 
feCls  of  interregna,  periodically  fub- 
verting  government;  and  being  de- 
firous  of  preventing  for  ever  all  fo¬ 
reign  influence,  as  well  as  of  injuring 
to  every  citizen  a  perfect  tranquilli¬ 
ty,  we  have,  from  prudent  motives, 
refolved  to  adopt  hereditary  fuccejjion 
to  our  throne  :  therefore  we  enadl 
and  declare,  that,  after  the  expira- 
*N  3  tio  i\ 
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tion  of  our  life,  according  to  the' 
gracious  will  of  the  Almighty,  the 
prefent  eledor  of  Saxony  fhall  reign 
over  Poland. 

The  dynafty  of  future  kings  of 
Poland  fhall  begin  in  the  perfon  of 
Frederic  Auguftu.s,  eledor  of  Sax¬ 
ony,  with  the  right  of  inheritance  to 
the  crown  to  his  male  descendants. 
The  elded:  fon  of  the  reigning  king 
is  to  fucceed  his  father;  and  in  cafe 
the  prefent  eledor  of  Saxony  has  no 
male  ilTue,  a  hufband  chofen  by  him 
(with  the  confent  and  approbation 
of  the  republic)  for  his  daughter, 
fhall  begin  the  faid  dynafty.  Hence 
we  declare  the  princefs  Mary-Au- 
gufta  Nepomucena,  only  daughter 
of  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  to  be  /»- 
fanta  of  Poland. 

We  refer ve  to  the  nation,  how¬ 
ever,  the  right  of  eleding  to  the 
throne  any  other  houfe  or  family, 
after  the  extinction  of  the  firft. 

Every  king,  on  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  fhall  take  a  folemn  oath 
to  God  and  the  nation,  to  fupport 
the  prefent  conftitution,  to  fulfil  the 
pada  convent  a,  which  will  be  fettled 
with  the  prefent  eledor  of  Saxony, 
as  appointed  to  the  crown,  and  which 
fhall  bind  him  in  the  fame  manner 
as  former  ones. 

The  king’s  perfon  is  facred  and 
inviolable;  as  no  ad  can  proceed 
immediately  from  him,  he  cannot  be 
in  any  manner. refponfible  to  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  he  is  not  an  abfolute  monarch, 
but  the  father  and  the  head  of  the 
people;  his  revenues,  as  fixed  by 
the  pad  a  convent  a,  fn  all  be  facredly 
preferved.  All  public  ads,  the 
ads  of  magiftracies,  and  the  coin 
of  the  kingdom,  fhall  bear  his 
name. 

The  king,  who  ought  to  pofiefs 
©very  power  of  doing  good,  fhall 
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have  the  right  of  pardoning  thpfq 
that  are  condemned  to  death, 
except  the  crimes  be  againft  the 
Hate. 

In  time  of  war  he  fhall  hare  the 
fupreme  command  of  the  national 
forces — he  may  appoint  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  army,  however,  by 
the  will  of  the  Hates.  It  fhall  bq 
his  province  to  patentee  officers  in 
the  army,  and  other  dignitaries,  con- 
fonant  to  the  regulations  hereafter 
to  be  exprefl'ed,  to  appoint  bifhops, 
fenators,  and  miniflers,  as  members 
of  the  executive  power. 

The  king’s  council  of  infpedion 
is  to  confiH, 

1  ft.  Of  the  primate,  as  the  head 
of  the  clergy,  apd  the  prefident  of 
the  commiffion  of  education,  or  the 
iirft  bifhop  in  ordine. 

2d.  Of  five  minifters,  viz.  the 
minifter  of  police,  miniHer  of  jus¬ 
tice,  minifter  of  war,  minifter  of  fi¬ 
nances,  and  miniHer  for  the  foreign 
affairs. 

3d.  Of  two  fecretaries  to  keep  the 
protocols,  one  for  the  council, 
another  for  the  foreign  depart-  | 
merit;  both,  however,  without  de¬ 
ceive  vote. 

The  hereditary  prince  coming  of 
age,  and  having  takeri  the  oath  to  j 
preferve  the  conftitution,  may  aflift 
at  all  feftions  of  the  council,  but  fhall 
have  no  vote  therein. 

The  marfhal  of  the  diet,  being 
chofen  for  two  years,  has  alfo  a  right 
tp  fit  in  this  council,  without  taking 
any  fhare  in  its  reiolves  ;  for  the  end 
only  to  call  together  the  diet,  always 
exiting,  in  the  following  cafe: 
fhould  he  deem,  from  the  emergen¬ 
cies  hereunder  fpecified,  the  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  diet  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  and  the  king  refuting  to  do  it, 
the  marfhal  is  bound  to  iffue  his  cir¬ 
cular 
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cular  letters  to  all  nuncios  and  fena- 
tors,  adducing  real  motives  for  fuch 
meeting. 

The  cafes  demanding  fuch 
convocation  of  the  diet  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

I  ft.  [n  a  prefling  neceflity  con¬ 
cerning  the  law  of  nations,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  cafe  of  a  neighbouring 
war. 

2d.  In  cafe  of  an  internal  com¬ 
motion,  menacing  with  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  country,  or  of  a  collifion 
between  magiftratures. 

3d.  In  an  evident  danger  of  ge¬ 
neral  famine. 

4th.  In  the  orphan  ftate  of  the 
country  by  demife  of  the  king,  or  in 
cafe  of  the  king’s  dangerous  ill- 
nefs.  ‘ 

All  the  refolutions  of  the  council 
of  infpeftion  are  to  be  examined  by 
the  rules  above  mentioned. 

The  king’s  opinion,  after  that 
of  every  member  in  the  council 
has  been  heard,  fhall  decifively 
prevail. 

Every  refolution  of  this  council 
fhall  be  ifliied  under  the  king’s  fig- 
nature,  counterfigned  by  one  of  the 
nsinifters  fitting  therein ;  and,  thus 
ligned,  fhall  be  obeyed  by  all  exe¬ 
cutive  departments,  except  in  cafes 
exprefsly  exempted  by  the  prefent 
conftitution. 

Should  all  the  members  refufe 
their  counteriign  to  any  refolution, 
the  king  is  obliged  to  forego  his  opi¬ 
nion;  but  if  he  fhould  perlift  in  it, 
|the  marfhal  of  the  diet  may  demand 
|the  convocation  of  the  diet;  and  if 
the  king  will  not,  the  marfhal  him- 
felf  fhall  fend  his  circular  letters  as 
above. 

_  Minifters  compofing  this  coun¬ 
cil  cannot  be  employed  at  the  fame 
time  in  any  other  commiflion  or  de¬ 
partment. 
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If  it  fhould  happen  that  two- 
thirds  of  fecret  votes  in  both  houfes 
demand  the  changing  of  any  perfon, 
either  in  the  council,  or  any  execu¬ 
tive  department,  the  king  is  bound 
to  nominate  another. 

Willing  that  the  council  ofinfpec- 
tion  fhould  be  refponfible  to  the  na¬ 
tion  for  their  actions,  we  decree 
that,  when  thefe  minifters  are  de¬ 
nounced  and  accufed  before  the  diet 
(by  the  fpecial  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  for  examining  their  proceedings) 
of  any  tranfgrefllon  of  pofitive  law, 
they  are  anfwerable  with  their  per- 
fons  and  fortunes. 

Such  impeachments,  being  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  Ample  majority  of  votes, 
collected  jointly  from  both  houfes, 
fhall  be  tried  immediately  by  the 
comitial  tribunal,  where  the  accufed 
are  to  receive  their  final  judgment 
and  punifhment,  if  found  guilty;  or 
to  be  honourably  acquitted,  on  fuf- 
ficient  proof  of  innocence, 

In  order  to  form  a  necefiary  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  executive  power, 
we  eftablilh  hereby  feparate  com- 
miflions,  connected  with  the  above 
council,  and  fubjefted  to  obey  its 
ordinations. 

Thefe  commifllons  are,  ift,  of 
education;  2d,  of  police;  3d,  of 
war;  4th,  of  treafury. 

It  is  through  the  medium  of  thefe 
four  departments  that  all  the  parti¬ 
cular  orderly  commiflion s,  as  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  prefent  diet,  in  every 
palatinate  and  diftrift,  fhall  depend 
on,  and  receive  all  orders  from,  the 
council  of  infpe&ion,  in  their  refpec- ~ 
tive  duties  and  occurrences. 

Article  VIII.  Judicial  Power. 

As  judicial  power  is  incompa¬ 
tible  with  the  leg-illative,  nor  can  be 
adminiftered  by  the  king,  therefore 
tribunals  and  magiftratures  ought  to 
*N  4  be 
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be  eftablifhed  and  elected.  It 
ought  to  have  local  exigence,  that 
every  citizen  fhould  know  where  to 
feekjufiice,  and  every  t r an fg refib r 
can  difcern  the  hand^  of  national 
government.  We  efiabliih,  there¬ 
fore, 

ifi.  Primary  courts  of  jufiice 
for  each  palatinate  and  difirid,  com¬ 
piled  of  judges  chofen  at  the  dietine, 
which  are  always  to  be  ready  to  ad- 
jninifter  jufiice.  From  thd'e  courts 
appeals  are  allowed  to  the  high  tri¬ 
bunals,  ereded  one  for  each  of  three 
provinces, into  which  the  kingdom  is 
divided.  Thofe courts,  both  primary 
and  final,  fhall  be  for  the  clafs  of 
nobles,  or  equefirian  order,  and  all 
the  proprietors  of  landed  property. 

2dly.  We  determine  feparate 
courts  and  jurifdidions  for  the  free 
royal  towns,  according  to  the  law 
fixed  by  the  prefen t  diet. 

3 dly.  Each  province  fhall  have 
a  court  of  referendaries  for  the  trial 
of  caufes  relating  to  the  peafantry, 
who  are  all  hereby  declared  free,  and 
in  the  fame  manner  as  thole  who 
were  fo  before. 

4-thly.  Courts,  curial  and  afief- 
fiorial,  tribunals  for  Courland,  and 
relational,  are  hereby  confirmed. 

5thly.  Executive  commiffions 
fhall  have  judicial  power  in  the 
matters  relative  to  their  adminif- 
tration. 

6,thly.  Befides  all  thefe  civil  and 
criminal  courts,  there  fhall  be  one 
fupreme  general  tribunal  for  all  the 
clafies,  called  a  comitial  tribunal,  or 
court  compofed  of  perfons  chofen  at 
the  opening  of  every  diet.  This 
tribunal  is  to  try  all  the  perfons 
accufed  pf  crimes  againfi  the  itate. 

Laftly,  we  fhall  appoint  a  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  forming  a  civil  and 
primal  code  of  laws,  by  perfons 
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whom  the  diet  fhall  eled  for  thg$ 
purpofe. 

Article  IX.  Regency. 

The  fame  council  of  infpedion  i§ 
to  compofe  the  regency,  with  the 
queen  at  their  head,  or,  in  her  ab~ 
fence,  with  the  primate  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  regency  may  take  place 
only, 

jfi.  Turing  the  king’s  mino¬ 
rity. 

2d.  In  cafe  of  the  king’s  fettled 
alienation  of  reafon. 

3d.  In  cafe  of  the  king’s  being 
made  a  prifoner  of  war. 

Minority  is  to  be  confidered  til| 
eighteen  years  are  completed;  and 
the  malady  mull  be  declared  in  the 
exifiing  diet  by  the  plurality  of 
three-fourths  of  votes  of  both  com¬ 
bined  houfes  againfi  one-fourth. 

When  the  king  comes  of  age,  or 
recovers  his  health,  or  returns  froiq 
captivity,  the  regency  fhall  ceafe^  i 
and  fhall  be  accountable  to  him,  and 
refponfible  to  the  nation  in  their  per- 
fons  and  fortunes,  for  their  adions  1 
during  their  office. 

Article  X.  Education  cf  Kings  Chil¬ 
dren. 

The  king’s  fons  being  defigned 
fuccefi’ors  to  the  crown,  are  the  firil 
children  of  the  country.  Tr-ence 
the  care  of  their  proper  education, 
without  encrcaphing,  however,  on 
the  right  pf  their  parents,  devolve^  r 
naturally  upon  the  nation. 

During  the  king’s  life,  the  king- . 
himfelf,  with  the  council,  and  a  jj 
tutor,  appointed  by  the  fiates,  fhall 
fuperintend  the  education  of  the 
princes. 

In  time  of  a  regency,  it  fhall  be 
intruded  with  this  direction,  jointly  j: 
with  the  above-mentioned  tutor.  f 

§  '  m 
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In  both  cafes  this  tutor,  named  by 
|he  ftates,is  to  make  his  report  before 
.each  ordinary  diet  of  the  education 
and  progrefs  of  the  princes.  The 
commiffion,  or  board  of  education, 
is  obliged  to  bring  before  the  diet, 
for  their  approbation,  an  inftrudUon 
or  plan  for  the  education  of  the 
princes,  founded  on  religion,  love 
pf  virtue,  of  country,  of  liberty,  and 
fhe  cqnftitution. 

Article  XI.  National  Force,  or  the 
Army. 

The  nation  is  bound  to  preferve 
its  poffeffions  agairjilinvafion  ;  there¬ 
fore  all  inhabitants  are  natural  de¬ 
fenders  of  their  country  and  its  li¬ 
berties. 

The  grmy  is  only  an  extradt  of 
;defenfive  regular  force,  from  the 
general  mafs  of  national  ftrength. 

The  nation  owes  to  the  army  re¬ 
ward  and  refp.edt,  becaufe  of  its  de¬ 
voting  itfelf  wholly  for  the  defence 
.of  the  country, 

The  army  owes  to  the  nation,  to 
guard  the  frontiers  againft  enemies, 
and  to  maintain  public  tranquillity 
within:  in  a  word,  it  ought  to  be 
the  ftrongeft  Ihieidin  the  nation. 

That  thefe  ends  may  be  fully  an¬ 
swered,  th.e  army  fhoijld  ever  remain 
Under  the  fubordination  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  executive  power;  it 
ffiall  therefore  take  an  oath,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  of  fidelity  to  the 
nation,  and  to  the  king,  and  to 
maintain  the  national  conllitution. 
This  national  force,  therefore,  fliall 
be  employed  for  the  general  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country,  for  garrifoning 
fortreffes,  guarding  frontiers,  and  ai- 
fifling  the  civil  power  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  law  againft  thofe  that  are 
jefradory. 
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DECLARATION  of  the  states 
ASSEMBLED. 

All  laws  and  llatutes,  old  an<f 
new,  contrary  to  the  prefent  confti- 
tution,  or  to  any  part  thereof,  are 
hereby  abolifhed;  and  every  para¬ 
graph  in  the  foregoing  articles,  to 
be  a  competent  part  of  the  prefent 
c.onfUtution  is  acknowledged.  We 
recommend  to  the  executive  power 
to  fee  the  council  of  infpedtion  im¬ 
mediately  begin  its  office  under  the 
eye  of  the  diet*  and  continue  its  du¬ 
ties  without  the  leaft  interruption. 

We  fwear  before  God  and  the 
country  to  maintain  and  defend,  with 
all  poffible  human  power,  the  prefent 
conftitution;  and  confidering  this 
oath  as  a  proof  of  real  love  of  our 
country,  we  command  all  magif- 
trates  and  troops  here  prefent  to 
take  it  immediately.  The  commif- 
fion  of  war  fiiall  ift’ue  orders  to  the 
reft  of  the  army,  quartered  in  the 
kingdom*  and  in  the  grand  dutchy 
of  Lithuania,  to  do  the  fame  within 
one  month  at  farthell  from  the  date 
of  the  prefent  law. 

We  recommend  to  our  bifheps  to 
appoint  one  and  the  fame  day  of 
public  thankfgiving  to  God  Almigh¬ 
ty,  in  all  churches  over  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  alfo,  we  appoint  a  day,  N.  N. 
for  the  folemn  celebrating,by  us  and 
cur  pofterity,  of  a  commemoration 
anniverfary  for  the  mercies  of  the 
Supreme  Being  fhevvn  to  us  after  fo 
many  public  calamities. 

And  that  future  ages  may  know 
and  feel  that  it  is  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  nations  we 
have  iurmounted  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culties  and  obftacles,  and  effected 
this  happy  Revolution,  we  decree, 
that  a  church  fhall  be  eredled  and 
confecrated  to  Divine  Providence  in 
memory  of  this  event,  and  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  ftates. 

Having- 
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Haying  thus  fatisfied  our  general 


feelings  on  this  event,  we  turn  our 
attention  towards  fecuring  the  fame 
conftitution,  by  declaring  and  en¬ 
acting,  that  °ivhoe-ver  fhould  dare  to 
oppofe  it,  or  to  difturb  the  public 
tranquillity,  either  by  exciting  mif- 
truft,  or  by  perverfe  interpretation 
of  this  conftitution,  and  much  more 
by  forming  infurreCtions  and  con¬ 
federacies,  either  openly  or  fecret- 
3y,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  are  de¬ 
clared  to  be  enemies  and  traitors  to 
their  count ry,  and  fhall  be  punilhed  as 
fuch  with  the  utmoft  rigour  by  the 
comitial  tribunal.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  we  order  this  tribunal  to  fit  un¬ 
interruptedly  at  Warfaw,  prorogu¬ 
ing  their  feffions  from  day  to  day, 
and  to  try  all  perfons  fo  accufed  by 
any  citizen  of  property,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  attornies  general  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania,  feizing  all  in¬ 
dicted  perfons,  with  the  aid  of  the 
national  troops,  which  fhall  be 
ready  to  a  Cl  on  the  firft  order  from 
the  executive  power  as  they  fhall 
be  directed,  and  occafion  may  re¬ 
quire. 


Lanv  concerning  Dietines ,  tr  primary 
AJJemblies  of  Poland. 

SeCtion  I.  Place  for  Dietines . 

I  ft.  FOR  each  die  tine,  a  certain 
tonvn ;  and  ill  fuch  town,  a  fxed place 
for  the  meeting  ©f  the  affembly,  fhall 
be  for  ever  ascertained. 


zd.  Thefe  conftitutional  towns 
and  places  for  holding  dietines  fhall 
be  fpecified  at  the  end  of  this  law. 

3d.  In  cafe  of  any  fuch  town  or 
place  being  deftroyed  by  fire,  or 
other  accident,  the  orderly  co?n -  1 
mijfion  #,  within  whofe  jurifdiCtion 
it  fhould  lay,  fhall  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  council  of  infpefi ion,  propofing 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient  place  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the 
council  is  to  appoint  it,  and  to  make 
it  public  by  iftuing  royal  circular 
letters . 

4th.  Such  fubftitute  places  are 
only  to  ferve  for  a  time,  till  the 
original  ones  are  rebuilt  and  repair¬ 
ed  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  are  put  in 
good  order,  the  orderly  commiftion 
fhall  acquaint  the  council  ofinfpec-  . 
tion  therewith,  which  is  to  direCt, 
by  the  like  circular  letters,  the  re¬ 
turn  of  dietines  to  thejr  primitive 
conftitutional  fpot. 

5  th.  There  fhall  be  placed  in  , 
the  middle  of  the  hall,  or  room,  de- 
figned  for  the  affembly,  a  table, 
around  which  is  to  be  formed  a  ( 
circle  of  principal  men  of  the  pala¬ 
tinate,  or  diftriCt,  whom  we  may  call 
a  committee  of  the  county ,  or  grand 
committee. 

6th,  It  belongs  to  orderly  com- 
miffions  to  prepare  every  accommo¬ 
dation  for  the  affembly,  viz.  ballot- 
ing-box,  balls,  &c.;  for  which  ne- 
ceffary,  but  moderate,  expences  fhall 
be  either  proportionably  afieffed,  or 
paid  by  the  voluntary  contribution 
of  inhabitants. 


*  Orderly  commijjions  are  newly  Inftituted :  each  palatinate  and  diftrift  chufes  a 
eertain  number  of  commiffaries  ;  their  office  lafts  two  years;  their  principal  duty  is 
to  maintain  police  and  good  order  in  their  diftrift ;  to  put  into  execution  decrees 
and  regulations  of  iupreme  departments;  to  col’left  taxes  ;  to  keep  caffi  ;  to  make 
fuch  payments  as  affigned  by  the  commiftion  of  finances ;  to  prote6l  citizens  from 
the  military  oppreffion  ;  to  furnifli  recruits  j  beftdes  many  other  duties  of  interna] 
management. 

"h  Seftieq 
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Section  II.  Time  of  Diet ines, 

i ft.  Every  two  years  dietines 
are  to  meet  for  the  election  of  nuncios , 
or  reprefen  tatives  of  the  diet,  and  of 
the  cbmmiflaries  of  orderly  commif- 
fions. 

sd.  Every  one  year  they  fhall 
be  held  for  electing  deputies  to  the 
high  tribunal,  and  for  regulating  in¬ 
ternal  economical  concerns  of  the  dif-  . 

tridb. 

3d.  As  the  reprefen  tatives  are 
accountable  to  their  conftituents, 
dietines  for  receiving  their  reports, 
after  every  ordinary  diet ,  are  fixed  on 
fbe  following  day,  after  the  election, 
of  deputies  and  the  economical  af¬ 
fairs  areTettled. 

4th.  After  every  extraordinary 
fejjion  of  the  already- exifting  diet, 
convened  by  the  council  of  inflec¬ 
tion,  or,  in  certain  cafes,  by  the 
marihal  of  the  diet,  thefe  dietines  of 
report  fhall  be  held  at  the  end  of 
flight  weeks,  unlefs  the  ordinary 
dietine  happens  fooner.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  ordinary  period  of  the  die- 
fines  of  report  falls  in  with  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fellion  of  the  diet,  the 
ljuncios  are  to  make  their  report  at 
the  firft  dietine  on  their  return. 

5th.  Whenever  any  vacancy 
happens  in  the  ele&ive  office,  it  is 
to  be  filled  up  at  the  firft  meeting  of 
the  dietine. 

6th.  Dietines  are  to  meet  always 
on  the  day  fixed  by  law,  even  if  no 
writ  or  circular  letters  are  iflued  for 
that  purpofe. 

Sedition  III.  Concerning  the  Time  of 
SeJ/ions  of  Dietines. 

~ift.  Seffions  fhall  begin  every 
day  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

2d.  On  the  day  of  opening  of 
the  dietine  the  president  fhall  order 
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all  the  bells  of  the  town  to  be  rung 
at  half  paft  eight,  and  to  continue 
till  nine;  during  which  time  a  mafe 
lhall  be  celebrated  before  the  af- 
fembly. 

3d.  The  feffion  is  to laft  till  three 
o’clock  in  i.he  afternoon,  uniefs  it  be 
unanimouily  agreed  on  to  prorogue 
it  fooner:  it  may, however,  continue 
longer,  if  the  polling  be  not  ended  at 
three. 

4th.  Seffion  can  only  be  pro¬ 
rogued  till  next  day.  In  cafe  of  a 
holiday,  it  lhall  be  refumed  after  the 
church  fervice. 

Section  IV.  Concerning  Pc  fens 
having  Right  to  vote. 

All  nobles  of  the  equeftrjan  order 
are  entitled  to  vote  in  their  relpec- 
tive  palatinates  and  diftrifts : 

1  ft.  All  hereditary  proprietors 
of  landed  property,  pr  pofteflqd  of 
eftates  by  adjudication  for  a  debt, 
paying  territorial  tax  to  govern¬ 
ment:  fons  alfo  of  fuch  proprietors, 
during  the  life  of  their  parents,  be¬ 
fore  the  ex-djviiion  of  patrimony. 

2d.  Brothers,  inheriting  eftates, 
before  they  have  lhared  their  luccef- 
lion. 

3d.  All  mortgagees  who  pay  one 
hundred  florins  (fifty  fhillings-)  of 
territorial  tax  per  year  from  their 
pofleflions. 

4th.  All  life-holders  of  lands 
paying  territorial  tax  to  the  fame 
amount. 

5th.  All  nobles  in  the  army,  pof- 
fefled  of  fuch  qualifying  eftates,  have 
a  vote  in  their  refpedftive  diftridls  ia 
time  of  peace,  and  properly  fur¬ 
loughed  by  their  commanders. 

6th.  Legal  pofleflion  is  under- 
flood  to  be  qualifying,  when  it  has 
been  formerly  acquired  and  a£iually 
enjoyed  for  twelve  calendar  months 
previouily. 

Section 
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Section  V.  Concerning  thofe  that 
have  no  Right  to  vote. 

I  ft.  Thofe  of  the  equeftrian  order 
that  are  not  actually  poftefled  of  a 
property,  as  deicribed  in  the  fore¬ 
going  article. 

2d.  Such  as  hold  royal,  eccle- 
fiaftical,  or  noble  lands,  even  with 
right  of  inheritance,  but  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  feme  duty  or  payment  to 
their  principals,  confequently  de¬ 
pendent  thereon. 

3d.  Gentry  pofleffing  eftates  on 
feudal  tenure,  called  Orjdynackie ,  as 
being  bound  tG  certain  pcrional  fer- 
vice  thereby. 

4th.  All  renters  of  eftates  that 
have  no  other  qualifying  pro¬ 
perty. 

5  th.  Thofe  that  have  not  apeom- 
p limed  eighteen  years  of  age. 

6th.  Crimine  notali ,  and  thofe 
that  are. under  a  decree  paffed  in 
default,  even  in  the  ftrft  inftance,  for 
paving  difobeyed  any  judicial 
court. 

Section  YI.  Of  thofe  that  are  eligible. 

1  ft.  Every  perfon  of  tjjie  equef- 
triaa  order  that  pays  territorial 
tax  to  government  Tor  his  freehold, 
let  it  be  ever  fo  final  I,  is  eligible  to 
all  elective  offices  in  his  refpedlive 
diftridjL 

2d.  Gentlemen adlually  ferving 
in  the  army,  even  poftefled  ol  landed 
hereditary  eftate,  muft  have  lerved 
fix  complete  years  before  they  are 
eligible  to  the  office  of  a  nuncio 
only.  But  this  condition  is  dif- 
penfed  with  in  favour  of  thofe  that 
have  filled  before  fome  public  func¬ 
tion. 

Sedlion  VII.  Of  thofe  that  are  not 

eligible. 

ift.  Whoever  is  not  perfonally 
prefentat  the  dietine. 
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gd.  Whoever  has  not  completed 
twenty-three  years  of  age. 

3d.  Whoever  has  not  been  in 
any  public  fun&ion,  nor  palled  the 
biennial  office  of  a  commiflary  in 
the  ord,erly  commiffion. 

4th.  Thofe  that  are  not  exempt¬ 
ed  by  law  from  obligations  of  J'carta 
bejlatus ,  which  fubjedls  all  nevvly- 
nobilitated  perfons  to  certain  civil 
reftridtions  until  the  next  genera¬ 
tion. 

5  th.  And,  laftly,  all  thofe  againft 
whom  may  be  objedled  a  decree 
in  contumaciam  in  a  civil  caufe. 

Sedlion  VIII.  fhe  Manner  of  offer - 
ing  onefelf  for  a  Candidate. 

Any  perfon  defirous  of  being 
chofen  for  any  public  fundlion,  i$ 
allowed  either  to  declare  his  inten¬ 
tion  before  the  chancery  of  the 
county  before  the  dietine,  or  at  the 
dietine  to  tender  the  fame  to  the  pre- 
fident  in  writing.  Electors,  how-, 
ever,  are  at  liberty  to  propofe  and. 
cfiufe  even  thofe  that  have  not  offer-, 
ed  themfelves,  by  either  of  the  above 
modes,  for  candidates. 

Section  IX.  Regulations  for  begin¬ 
ning  Diettnes. 

1  ft.  A  day  before  the  time  fixed 
by  law  for  the  diefines,  the  troops  of 
the  republic,  quartered  in  the  town 
where  they  are  t.o  be  field,  {hall  with¬ 
draw,  and  not  return  there  till  they 
are  over.  This  rule,  however,  does 
not  extend  to  the  royal  refidence, 
fortrefles  of  the  republic,  or  detach¬ 
ments  affigned  to  wait  on  high  tri¬ 
bunals. 

2d.  The  circle  that  furrounds 
the  table  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
aflembly  room,  or  the  committee  of  the 
county ,  (hall  be  compofed  of  fenators,' 
dignitaries,  ftate  and  local  civil  of¬ 
ficers,  commiflaries  of  orderly  com- 

miftion. 
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Mffion,  nuncios,  and  tribunal  depu¬ 
ties  that  have  already  ended  their 
functions,  and  military  ftaff  officers, 
to  the  major  inclufively. 

3d.  Either  firft  fenator  in  rank, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  firft  dignitary, 
ffiall  open  the  meeting  as  a  prefi- 
dent ;  in  abfence  of  both,  firft  local 
civil  officer  of  the  didrift,  or  the  firft 
inorder  of  the  commiffaries  of  or¬ 
derly  commiffion,  and  fo  on  through 
all  different  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  In  cafe  there  fhould  be  none 
prefen t  of  the  above  dignified  per- 
fons,  the  oldefl  in  the  affembly  fhall 
be  their  prefldent, 

-  4th.  If  any  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  officers,  being  prefent  at  the 
dietine,  fhould  refufe  accepting  of 
the  prefidency,  or  fhould  be  himfelf 
a  candidate  for  the  office  to  be  filled, 
then  the  next  to  him  in  rotation  is 
to  prefide  in  his  room  at  the  af¬ 
fembly. 

'  5th.  The  circle  being  formed 
round  the  table,  and  the  prefldent 
having  opened  the  meeting,  fhall 
order  to  be  read,  loudly  and  audibly, 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  prefent  law 
Concerning  dietines. 

6th.  Orderly  commiffion  of  the 
diftriCt  ffiall  deliver  to  the  prefldent 
the  county  hook ,  containing  the  lift  of 
all  qualified  voters,  as  regulated  by  a 
feparate  article. 

•  7th.  Then  the  notary  of  the 
Chancery  fhall  return  to  the  prefldent 
the  names  of  fuch  candidates  as  in- 
feribed  themfelves  at  this  office  :  and 
in  this  ftage,  thofe  that  have  not 
made  previoufly  their  declarations 
before  the  chancery  may  fignify 
their  intention  in  writing  to  the 
prefldent. 

8th.  After  which  the  prefldent 
ffiall  proclaim  the  names  of  candi¬ 
dates. 
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Section  X.  Qualification  of  the  Comi¬ 
ty  Committee,  and  the  Candidates. 

1  ft.  The  foregoing  preliminary 
ceremonies  of  the  dietine  being  fet¬ 
tled,  if  any  body  has  an  objection  to 
make  againft  the  prefldent,  or  any 
member  of  the  committee,  or  any  of 
the  candidates*  he  is  to  deliver  it  to 
the  prefldent  in  writing. 

2d.  In. cafe  the  prefldent  himfelf 
fhould  lay  under  an  objection,  he  is 
to  quit  his  place  to  the  next  in  o'rdei' 
till  the  objection  is  decided. 

3d.  The  prefldent,  together  with 
the  members  of  the  committee  (ex¬ 
cept  thofe  that  are  objected  to  and 
the  candidates),  are  to  try  and  de¬ 
termine  the  merit  of  objections  ac* 
cording  to  the  rules  laid  down  by 
the  prefent  law,  either  unanimouflyp 
or  by  majority  of fecret  votes,  taken 
by  ballot. 

SeCtion  XT.  Concerning  the  Election 
of  the  Marfhal  of  Dietine*,  and  the 
AffcJJ'ors  in  Poland',  and  of  the  Af¬ 
feffors  only  in  Lithuania. 

1  ft.  Having  thus  cleared  and 
decided  all  objections  again. ft  the 
committee  and  the  candidates,  the 
prefldent  is  to  propofe  immediately 
the  election  of  the  marfhal  of  the 
dietine  and  fix  affeffors,  in  . Poland, 
who  form  a  fub-committee  for  ma¬ 
naging  the  election  buimefs  at  the 
dietine. 

2d.  In  the  province  of  Lithuania 
the  prefldent  of  the  affembly  ffiall  be 
alfo  the  marfhal  of  the  dietine.  His 
obligations  are  the  fame,  in  every 
point,  as  thofe  of  a  marfhal  of  die¬ 
tines  in  Poland. 

3d.  The  marfhal  of  the  dietine 
in  Lithuania,  thus  becoming  the 
prefldent,  ffiall  immediately,  after 
all  the  objections  are  removed,  pro* 
ceed  to  an  election  of  fix  affeffors. 

4  th,  la 
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4th.  In  Poland ,  both  marfhal  of 
the  dietines  and  the  fix:  afTeffors ;  in 
Lithunania  the  afTeffors  fnall  be 
chofen  out  of  the  number  of  the 
committee,  excepting  fenators  and 
candidates. 

5th.  Proceedings  at  thefe  elec¬ 
tions  in  Poland  are  as  follow  :  An 
urn  fhall  be  placed  on  the  table, 
wherein  the  prefident  fhall  put  as 
many  balls,  of  equal  fize  (but  feven 
of  them  of  a  different  colour),  as 
there  are  eligible  perfons  in  the 
committee  of  the  county.  This  urri, 
having  an  aperture  at  the  top,  is  to 
be  covered  with  cloth :  the  prefi¬ 
dent  then  reads  the  names  in  order 
of  all  eligible  perfons,  and  a  child 
draws  out  of  the  urn  a  ball  again  ft 
each  name.  White  balls  are  reck¬ 
oned  negatives;  the  fir fb  coloured 
drawn  falls  for  the  marfhal  of  the 
dietine,  and  the  remaining  fix  for 
the  afTeffors,  who  are  to  take  their 
feats  in  the  lame  order  as  they  were 
drawn. 

6th .  The  fame  mode  of  proceed- 
Is  to  be  obferved  in  Lithuania  for 
the  choice  of  fix  affefl'ors;  with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  prefident, 
being  ipfd  fadlo  already  marfhal  of 
the  dietine,  needs  not  to  be  put  on 
the  lift  of  eligible  perfons :  confe- 
quently  only  fix  coloured  balls  are 
to  be  thrown  into  the  urn  :  whereof 
the  firfl  drawn  fhall  defign  the  firfl 
afleffor. 

7th.  The  marfhal  of  the  dietine 
and.  the  afTeffors  in  Poland,  likewife 
the  afTeffors  in  Lithuania,  fhall  take 
their  oaths  before  the  prefident,  as 
preferibed  hereunder.  But  the  mar¬ 
shal  of  the  dietine  in  Lithuania, 
being  prefident  at  the  fame  time; 
fhall  take  his  oath  before  the  next 
member  to  him. 

8th.  Thus  elefted  and  fworn  in, 
marfhal  and  a  dehors  are  to  fulfil  all 


duties  of  their  office  in  that  ana 
uent  dietines  according  to 

9th.  In  cafe  of  the  marfhaPs 
indifppfition,  or  refilling  to  per¬ 
form  his  obligations  as  preferibed 
by  law,  the  firfl  affeffor  is  to  take  his 

place. 

Section  XII.  The  Method  of  Pro* 
cecding  at  an  Eledlion. 

iff  Before  the  opening  of  the 
bufinefs  of  election,  the  marfhal  of 
the  dietine  fhall  order  to  be  read 
aloud  the  circular  letter,  propofi- 
tions,  and  projefts,  lent  down  by 
the  king  and  the  council  of  inflec¬ 
tion  for  their  deliberation. 

2d.  All  voters  divided  into  pa- 
riflies,  except  thofe  that  are  of  the 
grand  committee,  are  to  be  arranged 
around  the  laid  committee  by  the 
local  inferior  officers. 

3d.  Any  of  the  candidates  giv¬ 
ing  up  his  pretenfion,  is  obliged  to 
declare  the  fame  in  writing  to  the 
marfhal  of  the  dietine:  but  it  fhall 
not  be  in  his  power  to  recede  from 
it  after  the  eledtion  has  begun  by 
voting. 

4th.  The  marfhal  of  the  dietine 
fhall  read  the  lid  of  candidates  for 
the  fundlion  or  fioffice  which  is  the 
objedl  of  election,  mentioning  thofe 
that  have  either  legally  been  ftruck 
out,  or  renounced  voluntarily  in 
form. 

5  th.  Having  read  this  lift  of  re¬ 
maining  candidates,  the  marfiial  fhall 
repeat  iingly  the  name  of  each,  and 
afk  thrice  the  confent  of  the  aftem- 
bly.  When  an  unanimity  appears 
in  favour  of  fuch  candidate,  the  mar¬ 
fhal  and  the  afTeffors  fhall  immediate¬ 
ly  certify  it  by  their  fignature.  But 
fhould  there  be  one  diffentient  vote, 
declared  in  writing  to  the  marfhal, 
he  is  bound  to  proceed  dire&ly  to 
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polling  for  all  the  candidates,  by 
fecret  votes,  as  regulated  by  the  next 
article. 

Section  XIII.  Mode  and  Order  of  vot¬ 
ing  per  Vota  Secreta,  or  by  Ballot. 

I  ft.  Near  the  table*  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  juft  by  the  marfhal  of  the 
dietine,  fhall  be  placed  the  balloting 
box. 

2d.  This  box  fhall  have  an  infide 
partition;  one  part  of  it  is  to  be 
painted  black,  with  the  infeription 
negative ;  and  the  other  painted 
vohite ,  with  the  word  affirmative. 
In  front  of  this  box  there  fhall  be 
two  locked  doors  to  each  partition. 
At  the  top,  a  convenient  opening 
for  putting  in  a  hand,  and  throwing 
a  ball  on  either  iide  of  the  partition, 
fhall  be  left.  The  infide  of  the  box 
is  to  be  lined  with  cloth. 

3d.  All  balls  for  balloting  are  to 
be  of  the  fame  equal  fize,  form,  and 
colour ;  their  number  fhall  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  number  of  voters  in 
that  diftrid. 

4th.  The  balloting  box  is  to  be 
publicly  fhewn  that  it  is  empty,  and 
then  locked.  One  key  is  to  remain 
with  the  marfhal  of  the  dietine,  the 
other  with  the  laft  afteffor. 

5th.  The  candidates  are  propof- 
ed  for  balloting  in  the  following 
order:  The  names  of  all  candidates, 
being  written  on  feparate  and  uni¬ 
form  cards,  are  thrown  into  the  urn 
covered  with  cloth:  a  child  is  to 
draw  one  card  at  a  time,  and  to  de¬ 
liver  it  to  the  marfhal,  who  fhall 
proclaim  the  name  of  the  candidate 
fo  drawn  out;  and  having  given  his 
vote,  fhall  invite  to  ballot  one  after 
another ;  firlt  the  affefTors,  next  the 
members  of  the  committee  at  the 
table,  then  all  the  electors,  giving 
each  one  ball  as  he  comes  to  vote. 

6th.  When  the  members  round 


the  table  have  done  voting,  one  of 
the  afteffors  fhall  open  the  book  of 
the  palatinate,  or  diftrid,  contain¬ 
ing  the  authentic  lift  of  voters,  and 
read  in  regular  ol  der  of  parifhes  the 
names  of  each  eledor,  whilft  another 
of  the  afTeffors  is  giving  the  ball  to 
the  perfon  approaching  the  box. 
At  the  fame  time,  other  affefTors  fhall 
write  down  on  a  lheet  of  paper  the 
names  of  voters  in  the  fame  order  as 
they  are  called  on. 

7  th.  If  any  one  of  the  voters, 
being  called  by  the  afTefTor,  do  not 
anfwer  and  appear  in  their  place  to 
ballot,  he  lofes  his  right  of  voting 
after  in  that  eledion  for  that  candi¬ 
date. 

Bth.  In  the  courfe  of  balloting, 
if  the  right  of  voting  is  controverted 
to  any  of  the  eledors,  the  marfhal 
of  the  dietine,  with  the  affefTors,  fhall 
immediately  decide  the  queftion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fifth  article,  fpecifv- 
ing  thofe  that  have  no  right  to 
vote. 

9th.  The  objedion  of  want  of  pro¬ 
perty,  or  of  its  inadequate  amount, 
as  preferibed  by  law,  fhall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  proofs  taken  from  the 
county  book. 

10th.  After  all  the  eledors  have 
voted  for  one  candidate,  the  marina!, 
with  the  afTeflors,  are  to  count  fepa- 
rately  the  affirmative  balls,  and  af¬ 
terwards  the  negative,  and  to  write 
down  their  exad  number  under  the 
name  of  each  candidate. 

1 1  th.  One  candidate  being  thus 
difpatched,  a  child  fhall  draw  out  of 
the  urn  the  name  of  another.  The 
marfhal  having  declared  the  fecond 
candidate,  fhall  proceed  to  vote,  and 
colled  futh  votes  of  the  affembly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  above,  repeating 
the  fame  formalities  in  refped  t® 
each  candidate. 

1 2th.  Balloting  being  begun  for 

one 
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one  candidate,  is  to  continue  with¬ 
out  interruption  ;  nor  is  the  feffion 
to  be  prorogued  before  it  is  entirely 
finifhed. 

13th.  When  the  balloting  for 
•each  candidate  is  over,  the  marfhai 
of  the  dietine  and  the  affeffors  fhall 
make  out  the  lift  of  votes  for  every 
candidate,  according  to  their  refpec- 
tive  majority.  Such  lift,  being  figri- 
cd  by  the  marfhai  and  the  afteftbrs, 
fhall  be  read  audibly,  and  the  fuc- 
cefsful  candidates  declared  in  the 
fame  order  of  precedency  as  they 
ftand  in  the  different  numbers  of 
votes,  beginning  from  the  higheft, 
and  ending  with  the  loweft,  till  the 
number  of  perfons  requiftte  for  each 
eledlive  office  is  completed. 

14th.  In  cafe  of  parity  of  votes 
between  two  or  more  candidates,  it 
is  to  be  refolved  in  the  following- 
manner  : 

15th.  The  marfhai  (hall  put  the 
names  of  candidates,  having  equal 
number  of  votes,  on  feparate  cards 
of  the  fame  fize,  and  throw  them 
into  the  urn,  covered  as  before.  A 
child  is  to  draw  out  fingly  each 
name;  and  in  the  fame  order  as  they 
are  drawn,  their  precedence  fhall 
be  placed,  and  affirmed  by  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  marfhai  and  the  af- 
feffors.  This  rule  is  to  be  obferved 
iuccefllvely  in  all  eledtive  offices. 

16th.  After  this  refolution  of 
parity ,  the  marfhai  and  the  afteftors 
ihall  finally  fign  and  publifh  the  lift 
of  the  eledled  perfons. 

17th.  Each  candidate  may  be 
prefent  at  the  voting,  to  be  witnefs 
himfelf  of  the  fairneis  of  all  proceed¬ 
ings. 

18th.  No  candidate  is  allowed 
to  transfer  his  votes  in  favour  of 
another. 

ifh,  This  method  and  order 


of  elections  Ihall  be  ftridtly  obferved 
at  all  eledtive  die  tines  for  all  public 
fundlions,  offices,  and  places.- 

20th.  As  a  document  to  the 
eledted  perfons  Ihall  be  given  a i 
laudunt ,  or  diploma,  figned  by  the 
marfhai  and  the  afteftors,  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  records  of  the  refpcc- 
tive  chancery.  The  ad  of.  eledlicn 
of  nuncios,  and  their  inftrudlions, 
fhall  be  contained  in  the  fame  di¬ 
ploma.  The  eledted  perfons  are 
to  be  placed  in  the  diploma  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  feniority  of  their  offices 
and  dignities. 

2 1  ft.  The  lifts  of  all  the  eledtors 
that  have  voted  at  the  dietine,  which 
was  written  by  the  affefibrs  during 
the  eledtiorf,  being  figned  by  the 
marfhai  and  the  afteftors,  fhall  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  chancery. 

2 2d.  -Eledted  deputies,  civil  of¬ 
ficers,  and  the  commiftaries  of  or¬ 
derly  commiftions,  fhall  immediately 
be  fvvorn  in,  according  to  the formula 
prefcribed  by  law. 

Sedtion  XIV.  Concerning  Inftrudlions < 

1  ft.  During  the  bufinefs  of  elec¬ 
tion,  the  preftdent  who  opened  the 
meeting,  with  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  except  thofe  who-  are  af- 
feflors,  fhall  prepare  inftrudtions  foi 
procedure. 

2d.  Thus  aftembied,  perfons  art 
to  examine  propofitions  intimatec 
by  the  king  and  the  council  of  in 
fpedtion,  and  projedts  relating  to  le- 
giflature;  alfo  particular  projedt 
and  vviftres,  formed  either  by  the  or 
derly  commiftion,  or  any  indivi 
dual.of  their  refpedtive  palatinate  o 
diftridfe. 

3d.  All  particular  projects,  ex 
ther  from  the  orderly  commiftions,  o 
from  individuals,  are  to  be  prefenteil 
to  the  preftdent  immediately  afte 
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the  eledion  of  the  marlhal  of  the 
dietine  and  the  aifeffors  in  Polaffd, 
and,  after  that,  of  the  aifeffors  in  Li¬ 
thuania,  under  their  own  lignature, 
as  on  the  following  day  no  pro¬ 
ject  for  inftrudions  can  be  re¬ 
ceived. 

4th.  After  the  eledion  of  nun¬ 
cios  is  determined,  the  projects  for 
inftrudions  are  to  be  ready  before 
the  alfembly.  In  cafe  any  part 
thereof  Ihould  not  meet  with  unani¬ 
mous  confent,  the  marlhal  of  the  die¬ 
tine  and  the  alfelfor  (hall  form  a  dif- 
tind  propofition  or  queltion  for  the 
opinion  of  the  alfembly. 

5th.  In  order  to  come  at  the 
fenfe  of  the  alfembly  on  it,  the  mar¬ 
lhal  fhall  divide  them  into  ayes  and 
noes  ;  and,  after  counting  each  fide, 
with  the  alfiftance  of  the  aifeffors, 
fhall  declare  the  majority.  But  in¬ 
ftrudions  are  never  to  be  decided  by 
fecret  votes  or  ballot. 

6th.  In  regard  to  ths  propor¬ 
tions  fent  by  the  king  and  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  infpedions,  inftrudions  fhall 
be  worded  thus :  “  Our  nuncios  fhall 
“  vote  affirmative  to  the  article  Nff 
or,  w  Our  nuncios  fhall  vote  nega- 
“  ti-ve  to  the  article  iV,”— in  cafe 
it  is  found  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  the  dietine:  and  Ihould  any 
amendment  or  addition  be  deemed 
neceffary,  and  agreed  on,  it  may  be 
inferted  in  the  inftrudions  at  the  end 
of  the  relative  propofition. 

sfdion  XV.  Oeconomical  Dietines. 


1  ft.  The  objed  and  the  bufmefs 
of' thefe  dietines  are  to  confult  about 
the  particular  concerns  of  the  pala¬ 
tinate  or  diftrids;  and  having  de¬ 
termined  any  point,  it  fhall  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the* orderly  commif- 
fton  to  prepare  projects  for  inftruc- 
tions  relative  thereto. 
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_  2d.  On  every  meeting  of  thefe 
dietines,  the  orderly  commiffion  fhall 
account  for  the  funds  ontrufted  to 
them  for  the  particular  purpofes  of 
the  palatinate  or  diftrid. 


Section  XVI.  Dietines  off  Report 
(  Relationis.J 

I  ft.  At  the  meeting  of  the  die¬ 
tines  the  nuncios  are  bound  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  their  conftituents,  and  to 
bring  their  report  of  the  whole  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  diet;  firft,  refped- 
ing  the  ads  of  Iegiflature ;  next, 
with  refped  to  the  particular  pro¬ 
jects  of  their  palatinate  or  diftrid, 
recommended  to  them  by  the  in- 
ftrudions. 

2d.  It  is  at  thefe  dietines  that 
nuncios,  after  they  have  rendered 
to  their  conftituents  a  clear  account 
of  their  proceedings  and  of  the  diet, 
may  be  either  confirmed  or  changed, 
and  new  ones  eleded  in  their  head 
till  the  general  eledion  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ordinary  diet. 

3d.  New  nuncios  are  cbofen.— - 
I  ft.  In  the  room  of  the  deceafed. 
2d.  In  the  room  of  thofe  that  are 
become  fcnators,  or  minifters  of  ftate. 
3d.  In  cafe  of  refignation.  4th. 
In  the  room  of  fuch  as  are  difquali- 
fied  by  the  diet.  5th.  When  any 
of  the  affembly  defires  a  new  elec¬ 
tion,  to  fubftitute  another  nuncio  in 
the  room  of  another  exprefsly  point¬ 
ed  out ;  which  requefc mull  be  made 
in  writing,  figned  by  twelve  mem¬ 
bers  befides,  and  be  delivered  to  .the 
marlhal  of  the  dietine. 

4th.  Thofe  nuncios  that  will  no 
longer  remain  in  their  fundions, 
fhall  prefent  their  declaration  in 
writing,  to  the  marfhal  of  the  die¬ 
tine. 

5th.  If  none  of  the  cafes  ftated 
in  the  third  paragraph  of  this  article 
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happen  to  occafion  a  vacancy  among 
the  nuncios,  and  no  demand  of  a  new 
election  for  a  fubftitute  be  made  in 
the  regular  and  legal  way,  the  mar- 
fhal'and  the  affeiTors  fhall  indorfe  on 
the  diploma,  or  laudum,  the  ad  of 
confirmation. 

6th.  Whenever  a  vacancy  of 
nuncios  fhould  happen  by  either  ac¬ 
cident  fpecified  above,  the  marfhal 
of  the  dietine  fhall  declare  fuch  va¬ 
cancy,  and  immediately  proceed  to 
a  new  eledion. 

7th.  But  in  cafe  a  new  eledion 
fhould  be  moved  for  by  any  perfon, 
and  feconded  by  twelve  others  con- 
fonantly  to  the  above-mentioned  pa¬ 
ragraph,  either  in  the  room  of  one, 
or  of  all  former  nuncios,  the  mar- 
fhal  of  the  dietine  is  to  read  the 
name  of  the  nuncio  objeded  to,  and 
to  make  the  following  proportion  : 
“  Shall  the  nuncio  N  be  confirmed 
“  in  his  fundion  ?  or  fhall  there 
“  be  a  new  eledion  made  in  his 
“  Head  ?”  The  opinion  of  the 
meeting  being  taken  by  a  divilion, 
the  majority  fliall  decide  the  quef- 
tion,  and  be  declared  by  the  mar- 
Ihal.  If  the  majority  approves  the 
condud  of  the  nuncio,  the  marlhal 
and  the  afleffors.  fliall  certify  this 
confirmation  on  the  diploma  and 
in  cafe  of  difapprobation,  the  mar¬ 
fhal  fhall  declare  the  vacancy,  and 
begin  the  form  of  a  new  eledion. 

8th.  In  this  manner  fliall  be 
performed  either  confirmation  of 
each  nuncio  feparately,  or  a  new 
eledion  decided. 

9th.  The  mode  of  propofing 
onefelf  for  a  candidate,  and  proceed¬ 
ings  of  eledions  by  ballot,  are  to  be 
equally  adhered  to  at  the  dietines  of 
report,  as  are  prefcribed  by  the  pre¬ 
fers  law  for  all  eledive  fuadions 
and  other  offices. 
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Sedion  XVII.  Concerning  the  In * 
validity  of  Dietines  in  ioto ,  or  in 
part. 

1  ft.  Dietines  are  null  and  of  no 
effed  :  ift.  When  they  are  held  in 
any  other  town  and  place  but  fuch 
as  are  appointed  by  law  as  conftitu- 
tional,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
firft  article.  2d.  If  they  are  pre- 
fided  by  any  other  perfon  than  thofe 
that  are  legally  impowered  by  the 
prefent  law  for  being  prefidents. 
3d.  Every  dietine  where  the  mar¬ 
fhal  and  the  afTeffors  are  not  legally 
chofen.  4th.  When  the  voting  by 
ballot  is  refufed,  notwithftanding  the 
requeft  being  formally  made  and 
prefented  to  the  marfhal. 

2d.  Dietines  are  void  in  part 
whenever  a  perfon,  having  no  re-: 
quifite  qualification,  fhould  offer 
himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  any 
eledive  office,  and  be  chofen. 

Sedion  XVIII.  Punijhments  for  ih 6 
'Tranfgrefjors  againf  Dietines. 

1  ft.  All  tranfgreflions  which  in-] 
validate  the  whole  dietine  in  the] 
eledion  of  nuncios  fhall  be  tried  and 
decided  by  the  diet.  With  refped 
to  other  eledive  fundions,  offices, 
and  places,  their  trial  fhall  belong  to 
the  high  tribunal  of  the  refpedive 
province.  In  order  to  prove  the; 
nullity  of  the  dietine,  the  accufer  is 
to  fummon  the  guilty  of  any  tranf- 
greffion  to  this  court,  which  *8  bougd 
to  judge  definitively  fuch  caufes  ue- 
fore  any  other  in  the  provinces  ofj 
Poland  from  the  regifter  Diretti 
Maudatiy  and  in  Lithuania  from  the 
regifter  Ojfcy. 

2d.  For  all  tranfgreflions  anni¬ 
hilating  dietines  in  toto,  we  decree 
the  following  penalties  :  The  prin¬ 
cipals  are  to  be  imprifoned  for  hah 

a  yeai 


state: 

ft  year  in  fundo  *,  and  to  be  for  ever 
deprived  of  the  adlive  right  of  a  ci¬ 
tizen.  The  accomplices  are  to  be 
fentenced  to  a  prifon  above  ground  f , 
and  to  be  fufpended  from  the  adlive 
right  for  a  certain  time,  according 
to  the  degree  of  guilt. 

3d.  If  prefident,  marfhal,  or  af- 
feffors,  tranfgrefs  the  obligations 
prefcribed  to  them  by  the  prefent 
law,  each  of  them  fliall  be  punifhed 
by  the  high  tribunal  with  twelve 
weeks  imprifonment  above  ground, 
and  2,000  florins  for  the  informer. 

4th.  Befides,  we  decree  the  pri¬ 
mary  terreftrial  court,  in  every  pa¬ 
latinate  and  diffridl  wherein  the 
offence  fliall  be  committed,  for  try¬ 
ing  tranfgrefl'ors  from  the  regifter, 
“  Termini  taBif  (with  liberty  of 
appeal  to  the  high  tribunal)  and 
punifhment  as  follows : — 1  ft.  Who¬ 
ever  brings  with  him  foldiers,  or  any 
armed  band,  and  violates  the  peace 
of  the  dietine,  fliall  be  puniflied  with 
half  a  year’s  imprifonment  in  fundoy 
and  the  lofs  of  adtive  right  for  ever. 
2d.  Whoever  brings  only  with  him 
any  armed  attendants  during  the 
meeting  of  dietines,  fliall  be  con¬ 
demned  to  half  a  year’s  imprifon¬ 
ment  above  ground,  and  pay  6,000 
florins  to  the  informer.  3d.  Who¬ 
ever,  in  time  and  place  of  dietines, 
^Iraws  out,  with  an  offenfive  deflgn, 
his  fword  or  fabre,  even  without 
hurting  any  perfon,  ihallbe  puniflied 
with  twelve  weeks  imprifonment 
above  ground,  and  2,000  florins  for 
the  informer:  and  in  cafe  of  any 
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perfon  being  wounded,  both  the 
perfon  wounding,  if  not  in  his  own 
defence,  and  the  perfon  firfl  draw¬ 
ing  out  the  fabre,  are  to  be  capi¬ 
tally  punifned.  4  th.  Whoever 
lhould  bring  to  a  conftitutional 
place  of  dietines,  citizens  that  have 
no  vote,  either  from  his  own,  or 
from  other  diftridts,  and  thereby 
difturb  the  public  tranquillity  and 
order  of  the  meeting,  whether  by 
threats  or  fadls ;  both  the  principals 
and  the  accomplices  fliall  be  fen¬ 
tenced  to  half  a  year’s  imprifonment 
above  ground,  and  6,000  florins  for 
the  informer.  This  punifliment  is 
to  extend  to  each  perfon  feparately. 
5  th.  Whoever,  having  no  right  to 
vote,  or  to  the  eligibility  for  func¬ 
tions  and  offices,  fhould  pretend  for¬ 
cibly  either  tQ  vote,  or  fet  up  for  a 
candidate,  ffiall  be  fubjedt  to  fix 
weeks  imprifonment  above  ground. 
6th.  Whoever  comes  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  fire-arms  fliall  be  pu¬ 
niflied  with  twelve  weeks  impri¬ 
fonment  in  fundo.  7  th.  Both  buy¬ 
ing  votes  and  the  felling  are  to  be 
deprived  of  the  right  of  adlivity  for 
ever. 

5th.  The  informer  or  the  ac¬ 
cuser  bringing  an  adtion  againff  the 
tranfgrefl'ors  at  the  dietine,  muff 
have  legal  property  in  the  diffridl 
ivhere  the  crime  is  committed,  and 
have  a  fuflicient  refponfibility  equal 
to  thofe  penalties  which  are  to  en- 
fue  for  the  offence  he  is  accufed  of; 
he  is  obliged  to  make  his  declara¬ 
tion  or  nianifefto  before  the  court* 


*  A  well  under  ground,  two  ©r  three  fathoms  deep,  fix  feet  fquare. 

f  Thefe  two  kinds  of  prifons,  or  ratner  voluntary  confinements  in  obedience  to 
decrees,  are  defigned  for  the  members  of  the  eqneffrian  order  only,  without  any 
-ivil  or  military  guard  over  them,  with  liberty  to  the  civil  prifon er  above  ground , 
0  walk,  within  the  rules  ;  but  if  any  one  trefpaffes  the  limits,  he  is  to  begin  aiiew 
he  term  of  his  confinement  j  and  if  he  efcapes,  he  is  to  be  outlawed* 

*  O  2  figned. 
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figned,  befides  himfelf,  by  twelve 
perfons  of  credit  and  property  pre- 
fent  at  the  dietine :  an  accufer,  un¬ 
able  to  prove  the  offence,  (hall  be 
punilhed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
accufed  would  be,  if  convicted,  and 
is  to  pay  belides  all  cofts  of  fuit  to 
the  perfon  innocently  accufed. 

Section  XIX. 

It  fhall  not  be  in  the  power  of  die- 
tines  to  lay  any  taxes  on  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  diftrift:  under  any  pre¬ 
tence.  This  law,  however,  fhall  not 
prevent  voluntary  contributions. 

Section  XX. 

The  order  of  dietines,  with  every 
regulation  thereof,  as  defined  by  the 
prefent  law,  is  to  ferve  for  the  only 
rule  of  their  proceedings ;  and  all 
former  cuftoms  and  praftices,  not 
included  herein,  are  entirely  abo- 
liflied  and  annulled. 

S  eft  ion  XXL  Formula  of  the  Oath 
for  the  Marjhal  of  the  Dietine  and 

the  AJJ effort. 

I,  N.  N.  fwear  before  the  God 
Almighty,  one  in  the  Holy  Trinity, 
that  I  fhall  fulfil  my  office  according 
to  law  and  jufrice  in  every  part,  as 
if  the  whole  of  my  duty  was  verbally 
inferted  in  this  oath,  without  being 
influenced  to  the  contrary,  either  by 
fear  or  hope,  either  friendfhip  or 
revenge,  either  gift  or  promiie,  fo 
help  me  God,  and  his  holy  paffion. 
Amen. 


Law  concerning  Towns  and  Citizens 
within  the  Dominions  of  the  Re - 
public. 

Seftion  I .  Of  T owns  in  general. 

I  fl.  A  L  L  our  royal  towns  within 
the  dominions  of  the  republic  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  declare  to  be  free. 
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2d.  We  recognize  as  freemen 
the  inhabitants  of  fuch  towns.  Their 
houfes,  lands,  villages,  and  territo¬ 
ries,  as  they  are  now  belonging  to, 
and  poffeffed  by  them,  to  be  their 
perpetual  property,  without  preju¬ 
dicing,  however,  controverted  rights 
and  depending  law-fuits  concerning 
the  fame. 

3d.  To  fuch  towns  whofe  ori-i 
ginal  charters  are  loft,  on  proving 
their  pre-exiftence,  we  fhall  iffue 
Our  royal  diploma  of  renonjationis , 
with  a  frefh  grant  of  territory  as  le¬ 
gally  belonging  unto  them. 

4th.  If  the  towns  named  fori 
conftitutional  places  of  dietines- 
have  no  charters ,  we  fhall  grant  them 
new  ones, 

5th.  When  a  fettlement  of  free-- 
men  on  the  royal  eflates,  favoured 
by  a  happy  fituation,  profpers  fo  far 
as  to  form  a  town,  we  fhall  iffue  our 
diploma  ereftionis,  or  the  original 
charter,  with  a  perpetual  grant  of 
proper  territory  to  it. 

6th.  It  fhall  be  permitted  to  any 
hereditary  proprietor  to  build  and 
ereft  towns  on  his  eflate,  compofed; 
either  of  freemen,  or  of  his  owr 
emancipated  villagers,  and  to  grani 
them  a  particular  charter.  But  fuel 
towns  cannot  be  ranked  among  the 
free  ones  until  the  proprietor  grant;: 
them  in  perpetuity  a  fufficient  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  applies  to  us  for  the  di¬ 
ploma  confirmations j  wherein  the  ori 
ginal  charter  is  to  be  inferted. 

7th.  One  and  the  fame  law  bein| 
made  for  all  towns,  it  follows,  tha> 
every  citizen  of  every  town  fhal 
equally  enjoy  all  rights  and  privi 
leges  in  common  with  the  reft. 

8th.  All  inhabitants  of  towns 
either  of  the  equeftrian  order,  or  ci 
tizens  by  birth,  having  their  free 
holds  therein,  and  willing  to  carr 
on  any  trade  in  retail ,  mull  accedi 
and  be  fubjeft  to  the  municipal  laws 

other; 
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others  of  the  equeftrian  order  are  at 
liberty  to  infcribe  themfelves  on  the 
town-book,  and  receive  the  right  of 
citizens. 

9th.  The  mode  of  acquiring  the 
right  of  a  citizen  is  this :  The  perfon 
defirous  of  obtaining  it  in  any  town, 
Ihall  appear  in  perfon,  or  apply  by 
his  attorney  to  the  magiftrate,  and 
make  the  following  declaration  : — 
“  I,  N.  N.  promife  allegiance  and 
“  fidelity  to  his  majefty  the  king 
"  and  to  the  republic,  obedience  to 
“  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  diet, 
"  fubmiffion  to  the  magiftrates  of 
u  this  town,  N.  whereof  I  with  to 
“  become  a  fellow  citizen  ;  and,  as 
“  fuch,  1  ihall  fulfil  all  obligation 
“  which  I  accept  in  my  name,  and 
“  that  of  my  fucceffors,”  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  declaration,  perfons 
names  fhall  be  jnferted  into  the 
town-book  of  citizens. 

loth.  Magiftrates  cannot  refufe 
the  right  of  citizenfhip  to  any 
foreigner,  artift,  or  manufacturer, 
of  character  and  good  behaviour. 
In  a  word,  all  Chrijliansy  freemen, 
independent  of  any  perfon,  may  be¬ 
come  citizens  without  any  fee  or 
expence. 

1 1  th.  Neither  admiffion  into  the 
clafs  of  citizens  living  in  towns, 
and  filling  therein  municipal  offices, 
nor  carrying  on  commerce,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  trade,  either  wholefale 
or  retail,  fhall  by  any  means  be  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  prerogative?,  attached  and  in¬ 
herent  to  the  equeftrian  order,  either 
[of  thofe  that  are  originally  of  that 
clafs,  or  of  thofe  that  are  admitted 
to  it,  of  citizens*  or  of  their  pofte- 
rity. 

<  1 2th.  A  free  choice  of  all  ma¬ 
giftrates  and  officers  of  towns,  by 
their  own  citizens,  being  the  ef- 
fence  of  liberty,  it  is  declared  here¬ 


by  to  be  inherently  their  right: 
every  town  befides  is  allowed  to 
make  fuch  internal  regulations  for 
itfelf,  and  to  put  them  into  execu¬ 
tion,  with  reference,  however,  to  til® 
co.mmiffion  of  police. 

13th.  Therefore  all  citizens  in- 
fcribed  on  the  town-book,  and  pof- 
leffed  of  freeholds  or  hereditary 
property  therein,  have  a  right  of 
voting,  and  are  eligible,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  votes,  to  magiftracies  and 
other  municipal  offices.  Perfons, 
however,  filling  any  executive  office 
in  the  palatinate  or  diftridt,  cannot 
be  elected  as  plenipotentiaries  for 
towns,  under  the  penalty  of  lofing 
both  offices.  Military  officers  are 
like  wife  excluded  from  the  eligi¬ 
bility  to  all  municipal  functions. 

Section  II.  Rights  and  Prerogatives 
of  Citizens. 

I  ft.  That  cardinal  law,  “  Ne - 
<f  minem  captivabimus  nifi  jure  vie - 
ft  turn? *  we  extend  to  all  perfons 
as  citizens  eftablifhed  in  towns,  ex¬ 
cept  fraudulent  bankrupts,  unable  to 
give  proper  bails,  and  feized  on  com- 
miflion  of  a  flagrant  recent  crime. 

2d.  Such  towns  as  areappointed 
for  holding  courts  of  appeal,  fhall 
chufe  each  of  them  one  plenipoten¬ 
tiary,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  out  of 
their  own  citizens,  or  out  of  other 
towns,  who  have  hereditary  pro¬ 
perty  therein,  well  qualified  for  a 
public  function,  have  ferved  fome 
municipal  offices,  neither  crimine 
notati,  nor  being  under  a  decree 
palled  in  contumaciamy  at  a  meeting 
before  each  ordinary  diet.  Thele 
plenipotentiaries  are  to  affemble  in 
a  place  where  the  diet  is  to  be 
holden,  and  on  the  day  of  its  open¬ 
ing  to  produce  before  the  marihal 
of  the  diet  their  credentials.  Out 
of  their  number,  in  the  provincial 

*03  feffions. 
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feflions,  fhall  be  cbofen  commiflaries 
or  afleflbrs,  and  diftributed  for  the 
commilTions  of  treafary,  police,  and 
the  afleflorial  court.  Although  all 
of  them  may  aflift  at  the  above 
commilTions,  no  more,  however,  than 
two  for  each  province,  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  treafury  and  police,  and 
three  for  each  province  in  the  af- 
feflorial  court,  (hall  have  an  active 
place. 

Such  commiflaries  and  afleflbrs 
Ihall  have  a  deci/ive  ‘vote  in  matters 
relating  to  trade  and  commerce, 
and  to  towns;  but  on  all  other  fub- 
je&s  they  can  only  give  their  con- 
fultivc  ‘vote,  or  advice  and  opinion. 
Thefe  plenipotentiaries  maybe  con¬ 
firmed  and  continued  by  their  con- 
ftituents  for  the  fpace  of  another 
two  years.  In  regulating  public 
expences,  we  fhall  aflign  a  certain 
penfion  out  of  the  treafury  for  the 
fupport  of  thefe  commiflaries. 

3d.  In  order  to  extend  protec¬ 
tion  of  government  to  all  our  towns, 
and  to  fliow  our  juft  regard  for  their 
welfare,  we  grant  to  their  commif- 
faries  and  afleflbrs  admitted  already 
to  the  above  commiflions,  full  liber¬ 
ty  to  make  reprefentations  to  the 
diet  concerning  the  interefts  of 
towns,  by  demanding  of  the  mar- 
fhal  leave  to  fpeak,  which  cannot 
be  refufed  to  them  in  the  manner 
ufed  by  the  delegates  of  various  de¬ 
partments  when  they  make  their  re¬ 
ports,  or  by  petitions  exprefling  the 
willies  of  any  town. 

4th.  Thefe  plenipotentiaries  hav¬ 
ing  accomplilhed  two  years  of  their 
public  function  in  the  above  com¬ 
miflions,  fhall  be  ennobled  at  the  firft 
diet,  without  any  fee  or  ftamp-tax 
for  their  diploma  ?iobilitatisy  in  cafe 
they  are  not  out  of  the  equeftrian 
order. 


5  th.  It  is  allowed  to  all  citizens 
to  buy  landed  eftates,  with  an  here¬ 
ditary  right  of  enjoying  and  leav¬ 
ing  them  to  their  heirs  and  pofterity, 
as  well  as  of  holding  eftates  by  a<T 
judication  for  debts  ;  but  on  account 
of  fuch  territorial  pofleflions,  they 
are  amenable  to  courts  of  the  pala¬ 
tinate  or  diftriCt  where  this  pro¬ 
perty  is  fituated. 

6th.  Whenever  any  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens  buy  a  whole  village  or  bo¬ 
rough  of  an  hereditary  nature  thal 
pays  at  lealt  200  florins  of  territo¬ 
rial  tax,  he  may,  if  he  fhould  wilh 
it,  prefent  his  petition  to  the  mar- 
fhal  of  the  firft  diet,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  nobility  thereon,  which  fhall  be 
granted  to  him  accordingly. 

7th.  Befides  the  above-namec 
perfons,  thirty  citizens,  who  art 
poflefled  in  any  town  of  an  heredi 
tary  property,  fhall  be  admitted  in 
to  the  equeftrian  order  at  every  or 
dinary  diet,  having  principal  regari 
for  thofe  that  have  diftinguifhe< 
themfelves  in  the  military  fervice 
or  fat  in  orderly  commiflions ;  thai 
have  eftablifhed  any  manufactory 
or  have  carried  on  extenfive  com 
merce  with  country  productions ;  fo 
which  they  muft  have  fufticient  tefti 
monies,  and  recommendations  of  th 
nuncios,  and  of  their  refpeCtiv 
towns. 

8th.  It  is  permitted  to  all  citi 
;zens  to  ferve  in  the  army  in  any  re 
giment  or  pulk  (except  the  nations 
cavalry)  and  to  advance  therei 
regularly  to  the  rank  of  officer 
When  any  of  them  arrive  at  th 
poft  of  a  ftaff-captain,  or  captain  c 
a  company,  either  of  foot  or  horft 
he  fhall  become  ipfo  facto  ennoble! 
and  likewife  his  pofterity ;  in  conft 
quence  we  fhall  grant  him  diplom 
nobilitattSi  on  his  producing  the  p; 


STATE 


PAPERS. 


99 


tent,  without  any  fee  or  flamp- 
tax. 

9th.  The  fame  clafs  of  citizens 
ids  allowed  to  follow  the  profejfon  of 
"law  in  all  courts,  departments,  and 
tribunals,  and  may  advance  gradu¬ 
ally  in  that  line  according  to  merit 
and  capacity.  When  any  of  them 
arrives  to  the  rank  of  a  regent  or 
recorder,  he  fhall  be  ennobled  at  the 
full  diet,  and  the  diploma  nobilitatis 
iffued  by  us  gratis. 

10th.  In  the  church  the  citizens 
have  the  following  privileges :  They 
may  be  prelates,  canons,  and  pre¬ 
bendaries,  in  the  collegiates ;  in  the 
cathedrals  they  may  poffefs  doctoral 
canonries ;  they  may  enjoy  both  fe- 
cular  and  regular  benifices,  except 
fuch  as  are  eitablifhed  by  their 
founders  exprefsly  and  exclufively 
for  the  nobles  of  the  equehrian  or¬ 
der. 

1  ith.  In  every  orderly  commif- 
fion  of  palatinates  and  diHridts  three 
citizen  are  to  be  placed  as  commif- 
laries  chofen  out  of  towns  lying 
within  their  jurifdidtion,  whether 
they  be  of  the  equehrian  order,  or 
only  citizens,  but  pofiefled  of  an  he¬ 
reditary  property  in  fuch  towns, 
v  1 2th.  As  to  our  cities,  Dantzig 
and  Thorn,  when  they  ihould  have 
any  requefl  or  petition  to  prefent  to 
the  Hates,  they  may  do  it  either  by 
their  fecretanes  redding  at  Warfaw 
applying  to  the  marfhal  of  the  diet, 
or  by  their  delegates ,  who  are  to  afk 
leave  to  fpeak  at  the  diet  in  order  to 
reprefent  their  bufinefs ;  which  leave 
{hall  not  be  denied  to  them. 

13th.  To  prevent  fraudulent 
qualifications  by  lending  pro  tempore 
a  certain  property  for  the  purpofe 
of  a  vote,  we  enadt  the  following  pe¬ 
nalty  :  Whoever  grants  any  eHate 
for  the  fake  of  a  vote,  and  takes  a 
rsverfionalpromifeto  get  it  returned 


after  the  eledtion,  he  fhall  forfeit  it 
for  ever  in  behalf  of  any  perfon  who 
will  prove  it  before  any  court ;  and 
if  the  perfon  in  whofe  favour  this  fic¬ 
titious  grant  or  fale  of  qualification 
Ihould  be  made  declares  it  before  the 
court  of  the  diHridt,  he  fhall  have 
fuch  property  adjudged  to  him  with¬ 
out  appeal. 

14th.  All  former  laws  and  Ma¬ 
tures  contrary  to  the  prefent  confii- 
tution  concerning  towns  are  entirely 
hereby  abolifhed,  and  the  prefent 
is  declared  to  be  a  cardinal  conftitu- 
tional  law  in  favour  of  towns  and 
citizens. 

Sedtion  III.  OfJufHce  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens . 

ih.  Having  determined  certain 
boundaries  and  proper  limits  of  the 
jurifdidtion  of  towns,  we  exempt 
them  and  their  fuburbs  from  all  for¬ 
mer  authorities  to  which  they  were 
fubjedt,  without  prejudicing,  how¬ 
ever,  the  pending  law-fuits  which 
are  now  in  the  way  of  being  finally 
decided  by  the  fupreme  tribunals. 
As  far  as  it  concerns  the  power  of 
the  grand  marfhal  in  our  refiden- 
tial  town,  it  fhall  be  afeertained  by 
the  regulation  of  his  department. 

2d.  All  private  jurisdictions  for¬ 
merly  exercifed,  either  by  the  cler¬ 
gy  or  laity,  over  certain  paras  of 
any  town  fituated  within  the  terri¬ 
tories  granted  by  the  original  char¬ 
ters,  fhall  now  ceafe,  and  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  their  proper  magiftrates, 
fo  far  as  they  concern  judicial  power 
and  the  police,  without  infringing 
the  right  of  property,  and  the  re¬ 
venues  of  their  legal  proprietor, 

3d.  If  the  towns  or  citizens  are 
polfefTed  of  eftates  out  of  their  li¬ 
mits,  they  are  fubjedt  to  local  jurif- 
didtions  of  the  diHridt  wherein  fuch 
Hates  are  fituated. 

*04  4th,  All 


4tb.  All  inhabitants  of  towns 
eftablifhed  therein,  and  carrying  on 
commerce,  trade,  traffic,  or  any  bu- 
finefs  and  piofeffion  whatfoever,  are 
fubjeft  to  the  authority  of  ma- 
giflrates,  and  fhall  bear,  in  juil  pro¬ 
portion,  all  taxes,  without  any  ex¬ 
ception  or  diftin&ion. 

5th.  Every  town  fhall  have  a 
judicial  magiflrate,  where  all  civil 
cau/esy  not  furpaffing  360  florins  in 
the  firft  inftance,  and  all  criminal 
caufesy  which  may  only  be  punifhed 
with  three  days  imprifonment,  fhall 
be  finally  decided  without  any  ap¬ 
peal  ;  but  in  cafes  of  a  higher  im¬ 
portance,  the  appeal  to  a  higher 
court  fhall  be  allowed. 

6th.  For  fuch  courts  of  appeal 
we  appoint  feven  principal  towns 
in  each  of  the  three  provinces,  or 
one-and-twenty  in  all,  making  as 
many  divifions,  and  each  of  them 
fhall  have  its  extent  and  boundaries 
fpeciiied, 

7th.  In  each  of  thefe  towns 
where  the  court  of  appeal  is  fixed, 
five  perfons  fhall  compofe  this  court, 
being  chofen  every  two  years  either 
out  of  the  equeflrian  order,  or  out  of 
citizens  or  property,  of  their  divi- 
fion  at  large  ;  with  this  claufe  only, 
that  if  any  of  the  inferior  magiftratcs 
of  a  particular  town  fhould  be  chofen 
to  the  court  of  appeal,  he  cannot  fit 
any  longer  in  the  inferior  one  until 
his  office  in  the  court  of  appeal  is 
expired. 

8th.  This  court  of  appeal  is  to 
try  and  decide  finally  all  caufes 
coining  from  inferior  magiflrate s 
and  towns  fituated  within  its  divi- 
fion.  The  extent  of  power  of  this 
court  is  afcertained  to  lay  in  cafes 
between  300  and  3,000  florins,  and 
between  three  days  and  three  weeks 
imprifonment :  in  all  other  fuits  and 
actions  happening  before  the  pri¬ 


mary  magiftrates,  where  the  value 
is  above  3,000  florins,  or  the  pu- 
nifhmentof  prifon  above  three  weeks, 
the  appeal  lays  no  longer  to  thefe . 
courts  of  appealy  but  to  the  fupremef 
court  of  aflefforial  commiffion. 

9th.  The  primary  courts  of  ma- 
giftrates  in  each  particular  town 
fhall  have  no  power  of  trying  crimi¬ 
nal  caufesy  but  they  are  to  refer  them 
to  the  court  of  appealy  which  has  only 
a  right  to  punifh,  without  any  ap¬ 
peal,  by  the  imprifonment  for  a 
certain  limited  time. 

Whenever  the  prifoner  is  con¬ 
demned  either  to  death  or  imprifon¬ 
ment  for  life,  the  court  of  appeal 
fhall  make  the  report  of  the  trial 
and  the  lenten ce  to  cur  ajfejforial 
commifjiony  in  order  to  be  examined 
and  revifed  ;  after  which,  fhould  the 
decree  be  confirmed  bv  this  com- 

4 

million,  then  the  fentence  fhall  be 
put  into  execution,  and  not  be¬ 
fore. 

The  fame  afle  fib  rial  commiffion 
has  the  right  to  fuperintend  all  ma- 
giflrates  of  towns  in  their  judicial 
conduft,  to  punifh  tranfgreflors,  try 
caufes  concerning  rents  and  re¬ 
venues  in  towns,  &c. 

10th.  All  towns,  in  regard  to 
their  internal  regulation  and  go¬ 
vernment,  their  general  municipal 
revenues,  and  their  management, 
are  put  under  the  control  and  fu- 
preme  infpeCtion  of  the  commijjion  of 
police . 


FINANCE  REPORT, 

Prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  May 
10,  1791. 

Report  from  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine 
and  Hate  the  feveral  Accounts 

and 
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and  other  Papers,  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  in  this  Seflion  of 
Parliament,  relating  to  the 
Public  Income  and  Ex¬ 
penditure  ;  and  to  report  to 
the  Houfe  what  has  been  the 
whole  Amount  of  the  Public 
Income  and  Expenditure  du¬ 
ring  the  laft  Five  Years,  and 
what  may  be  expeCted  to  be 
the  Annual  Amount  thereof  in 
future  ;  and  alfo  what  Altera¬ 
tion  has  taken  place  in  the 
Amount  of  the  Public  Debt, 
lince  the  5th  Day  of  January, 
1786. 

OUR  Committee  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  confider  the  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  them,  under  the  fe- 
veral  heads  of  Income,  Expendi¬ 
ture,  and  National  Debt,  and  have 
thought  it  right  to  date  feparately, 
under  each  of  thefe  heads,  the  re- 
fult  of  their  inquiries,  as  it  applies 
either  to  the  laft  five  years,  or  to 
the  expectations  which  may  be 
formed  for  the  future. 

I.  INCOME. 

PAST  INCOME.  PERMANENT 
TAXES. 

§  I.  The  net  produce  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  the  ordinary  re¬ 
venue  (exclufive  of  land  and  malt) 
for  each  of  the  five  years,  from  the 
6th  of  January  1786  to  the  5th  of 
January  1791,  both  inclufive,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been, 

1786  -  £.  1 1,867,055* 

1787  -  12,923,134 

1788  -  13,007,642 

1789  -  13,433,068 

1790  -  14,072,978 

§  2.  Your  committee,  obferving 


that  the  report  of  the  former  com¬ 
mittee,  in  1786,  fas  been  refer.ed 
to  them,  have  thought  it  their  duty, 
in  confidering  the  paft  income  of 
the  country,  to  compare  the  expec¬ 
tations  then  formed  with  the  aCtual 
produce  of  the  taxes  upon  which 
they  were  grounded. 

The  committee  of  1786  proceed¬ 
ed  upon  a  fuppofidon  that  the  per-* 
manent  taxes  then  fubfifting  were 
likely  to  produce  annually 

£. .12,79747! 
It  appears,  that  thole  taxes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  beft  information 
which  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  colleCl,  have  produced. 

In  1786  £.  1 1,836,531 

1787  -  12,754,795 

1788  -  12,812,952 
*789  -  13,209,871 
1790  -  13,782,393 

Making,  upon  an  ave¬ 
rage  -  -  £.  12,879,308 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  tnat  an  al¬ 
teration  was  made  in  the  horfe  tax, 
in  the  fefiion  of  1786,  by  which 
pcrfons  of  certain  deicriptions  were 
exempted  from  it ;  and  that,  in  con- 
fequence,  the  afTcftment,  which  in 
the  year  ending  the  5  th  day  of 
April  1787,  was  133,087b  in  the 
fubfequent  year  fell  to  101,284b 
The  accounts  from  the  tax  office 
calculate  the  diminution,  by  com¬ 
paring  the  alfelTment  of  1786  with 
that  of  1789,  and  make  it  amount 
to  37,687  b  Some  allowance  ought 
evidently  to  be  made  for  this  cir- 
curoftance,  in  comparing  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  four  laft  years  with  the 
expectations  of  the  former  commit¬ 
tee.  But,  as  a  fmall  part  of  this 
decreafe  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
arifen,  either  from  the  operation  of 
the  tax  in  reducing  the  number  of 
horfes,  or  from  the  increafe  of  eva-? 


*  After  deducting  512,5001,  of  refpited  duties  paid  by  the  Eaft-India  company. 
?  lions. 
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iions,  which,  from  information  gi¬ 
ven  to  your  committee,  have  been 
confiderable,  they  have  not  thought 
proper  to  date  any  particular  fum 
on  this  account. 

Some  farther  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  on  account  of  a  tax  upon 
linens  and  fluffs,  impofed  in  1784, 
which  produced,  in  1785,  27,655  1. 
and  which  was  alfo  a  part  of  the 
income  upon  which  that  committee 
grounded  their  expectations.  This 
tax  was  repealed  in  1785  ;  and  the 
£id  ■valorem  duty,  which  was  impofed 
in  that  year  to  replace  it,  having 
proved  unproductive,  was  alfo  re¬ 
pealed  by  the  Confolidation  act  in 
17S7. 

§  3.  It  appears  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  1786,  in  addition  to  their 
calculation  of  the  general  produce 
of  the  permanent  taxes,  had  made 
a  particular  eftimate  of  what  might 
be  expected  to  be  raifed  by  certain 
duties,  the  future  annual  produce  of 
which  they  confidered  as  likely  to 
be  different  from  their  adtual  amount 
in  the  year  immediately  preceding. 

Thefe  duties  were  expected  to 
produce  annually  £.  2,107,186 

And  have  produced,  upon  an 
average  -  -  £.2,122,600 

Notwithftanding  the  diminution  of 
the  horfe  tax. 


ANNUAL  TAXES. 

§  4.  Your  committee  have  hi¬ 
therto  confined  themfelves,  in  their 
Aatements,  to  the  permanent  taxes. 

With  refpect  to  thofe  which  are 
annually  granted,  the  land  tax,  af¬ 
ter  deducting  all  the  charges  pre¬ 
vious  to  its  coming  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  except  the  payments  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  militia,  was  calculated 
8?  -  *  £.1,967,65  O 


This  eftimate  was  formed  upon 
the  average  produce  of  the  aids  for 
the  feven  years  from  1 776  to  1782/, 
both  incluiive,  upon  which  the  pay¬ 
ments  were  fuppofed  to  be  com¬ 
plete  at  the  period  to  which  the  ac¬ 
counts  before  that  committee  refer¬ 
red.  It  appears,  however,  that,  fub- 
fequent  to  this  period,  a  fum  of 
34,106b  was  received  on  account 
of  the  aids  for  the  faid  feven  years, 
which  would  have  made  an  addition 
of  4,872  b  to  the  average  ftated  by 
them,  and  would  have  raifed  their 
calculation  to  -  £.  1,972,522 

From  the  manner  in  which  this 
duty  is  collected,  the  accounts  bf 
the  payments  of  the  aids  granted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  years  1789  and 
1790,  cannot  yet  be  made  up,  and 
there  are  flill  fome  fmall  arrears  on 
the  aids  of  1787  and  1788.  Your 
committee,  however,  think  it  right 
to  obferve,  that  the  fum  charged 
annually  upon  the  country  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  land  tax,  is  exactly  the 
fame,  and  is  fubjet  to  no  other  de* 
ductions  (except  the  payments  for 
the  militia)  than  what  arife  from 
the  poundage,  which  is  alfo  invari¬ 
able,  and  from  fome  other  fmall 
charges,  the  fluctuations  of  which 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  fuch  as 
to  delerve  particular  notice.  What¬ 
ever,  therefore,  may  be  the  acci¬ 
dental  variations  in  the  times  of 
payment,  the  real  produce  on  ac¬ 
count  of  each  year  muft  ultimately 
prove  nearly  the  fame.  If  your 
committee  had  taken  it  at  the  full 
amount  of  the  afieflrnent,  deducting 
only  the  poundage  and  the  above 
charges,  upon  an  average  of  the 
years  1786,  1787,  and  1788,  the  re- 
iult  would  have  been  -£.  1,973*651 
But,  allowing  a  fmall  fum  for 
any  cafual  lofs,  it  may  be  ftated 
at  -  -  -  £,  1,072,000 

T  -The 
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The  malt  tax  was  elHmated 

#  -  -  “  £-632,350 

The  accounts  of  the  aftual  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  feveral  annual  malt 
taxes  appear  complete  only  for  the 
years  1786,  1787,  and  1788. 

The  average  produce  paid  into 
the  exchequer,  of  the  aids  granted 
for  the  fervice  of  thofe  years,  has 
-been  -  -  -  £.597,171 


fUTXJRp  INCOME.  P  E  R  ]yi  A  NT  E  NT 
TAXES. 

§  5.  Your  committee  proceeded 
to  confider  what  may  be  expefted 
to  be  the  future  income  of  the 
country.  And,  in  order  to  eftimate 
the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
they  have  not  thought  it  neceflary 
to  go  back  to  a  more  didant  period 
than  three  years.  The  fucceflive 
alterations  which  have  taken  place 
in  various  branches  of  the  revenue, 
the  material  changes  ariiing  from 
the  Confolidation  aft,  and  from  the 
commercial  treaty  with  France,  and 
the  particular  circumdances  attend¬ 
ing  the  preceding  years,  feem  to 
make  a  more  remote  retrofpeft  in¬ 
applicable  to  this  view  of  the  fub- 
jeft. 

The  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes,  from  the  6th  day  of  January 
1788  to  the  5th  day  of  January 
1791,  both  inclulive,  appears  to 
have  been'. 

In  1788  -  £.  13,007,642 

1789  -  -  13,433,068 

1790  -  -  14,072,978 

Making  a  total  of  £.  40,513,688 

Y our  committee,  however,  think 
it  neceflary  to  remark,  that  the  ac¬ 
count  for  the  year  ending  the  5  th 
day  of  January  1790  includes 
fifty-three  days  of  weekly  payment 
upon  the  letter  pioney ;  that  the  ac- 
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count  for  the  next  year  includes  the 
fame  number  of  days  of  weekly 
payment  upon  the  cudoms,  cxcife, 
llamps,  and  fait ;  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  payment  upon  all 
thofe  articles  together,  on  the  4th 
and  5th  days  of  January  1791,  has 

been  .  -  -  A1- 193.657 

As  this  circumftance  mud  recur 
rather  oftener  than  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  once  in  every  fix  yea,  s,  if 
the  above  total  had  been  formed 
upon  the  produce  of  fix  years,  it 
would  not  have  been  neceflary  to 
make  any  deduftion  upon  this  ac¬ 
count.  But  that  total  having  been 
formed  (for  the  reafons  already- 
dated)  upon  the  produce  of  three 
years  only,  half  the  amount  of  that 
weekly  payment,  being  a  fum  of 
96,828  k  mud  be  dedufted,  and 
would  leave  -  ^.40,416,860 

The  average  of  thofe  t lire 9  years 
would  then  be  -  £.  13,472,286 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  on  the 
other  hand,  that,  in  order  to  form 
as  accurate  a  calculation  as  pofiible* 
fome  addition  ought  to  be  allowed 
for  beyond  this  average,  on  account 
of  whatever  may  be  the  excefs  of 
the  taxes  impofed  in  1789,  above 
what  may  be  fufficient  to  replace 
the  {hop  tax,  which  wras  repealed 
in  that  year. 

It  appears,  that  the  aftual  receipt 
on  account  of  thofe  taxes,  cannot 
be  accurately  afeertained  ;  but  if  a 
calculation  were  to  be  formed,  by 
dedufting  from  the  produce  of  the 
three  lad  years  what  was  received 
on  account  of  the  diop  tax,  and 
what  is  calculated  to  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  on  account  of  the  duties  im¬ 
pofed  in  1789,  and  by  fubftituting 
in  each  year  what  may  be  expefted 
as  the  future  produce  of  the  lad- 
mentioned  duties,  the  refult  would 
be  an  addition  to  the  average  of 

between 
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between  zo,oool.  and  30,000 1.  But, 
from  the  (hortnefs  of  the  period  fmce 
they  were  impofed,  the  feveral  ac¬ 
counts  from  the  ftamp  and  tax  of¬ 
fices  do  not  appear  fufficiently  clear 
and  diftinCt,  to  enable  your  commit¬ 
tee  to  ftate  any  precife  fum  upon 
this  account. 

A  fimilar  obfervation  arifes  from 
the  increafe  of  the  revenue  upon 
the  article  of  tobacco,  fince  it  has 
been  put  under  the  management  of 
the  excife;  and  though  your  com¬ 
mittee  are  here  alfo  unwilling  to 
hazard  any  particular  calculation, 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  from  the  papers 
referred  to,  that  if  this  regulation, 
which  took  place  only  in  October 
1789,  had  exifted  daring  the  whole 
of  the  three  years,  it  would  have 
added  a  confiderable  fum  to  the 
average  above  iiated, 

annual  taxes,  land  tax. 

In  confidering  what  is  to  be 
taken  on  account  of  the  land  tax, 
your  committee  have  adopted  the 
eftimate  already  mentioned,  for 
the  reafons  there  given,  and  ftate  it 
at  -  -  £.1,973,000 

r  ' 

MALT  DUTY. 

The  produce  of  the  duty  on  malt, 
not  being,  like  that  of  the  land  tax, 
uniform  in  its  amount,  can  only  be 
eftimated  from  fome  former  average. 
If  this  eftimate  were  formed  from  its 
produce  in  1786,  1787,  and  1788, 
the  refult  would  be  -  £-597,171 

But  as  the  reafons  which  led  the 
committee  to  confine  their  con- 


fideration  of  the  permanent  taxes 
to  three  years,  do  not  apply  to  this, 
it  may  be  proper  to  include  a  great¬ 
er  number  of  years  in  the  average; 
efpecially  as  the  produce  of  this 
duty  depends  fo  much  on  the  va¬ 
riations  of  the  feafons.  If  taken 
upon  an  average  of  the  laft  com¬ 
plete  five  years,  included  in  the 
account  given  in,  it  would  amount  to 
about  -  -  ^.586,000 

The  total  average  ariiing  from 
the  permanent  taxes,  and  the  annual 
duties  upon  land  and  malt,  exclufive 
of  any  additional  allowance  for  the 
taxes  impofed  in  1789,  or  for  the 
increafe  upon  tobacco,  would  be, 
upon  the  above  eftimate. 

Permanent  taxes  £.  1 3,472,286 
Land  tax  -  1,972,000 

Malt  duty  -  586,000 

£.  16,030,286 

§  6.  Your  committee  are  fen,- 
fible,  that  any  eftimate  which  can  be 
formed  of  the  future  produce  of  a  re-* 
venue,  arifing  from  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  articles,  and  neceflarily  va¬ 
rying  with  the  fluctuations  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  commerce,  muft  be  liable  in 
its  nature  to  uncertainty.  They 
think  it  right,  however,  to  remark, 
that  the  average  on  which  they  have 
grounded  their  expectations,  is 
formed  upon  a  revenue  which  has, 
been  annually  increafing  * ;  and 
that  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
this  increafe  fas  appears  from  the 
papers  referred  to)  has  taken  place 


*  Permanent  taxes,  and  land  and  malt,  without  any  deduction  on  account  of 

the  fifty-third  weekly  payment. 

5  years  average  —  —  £.13,618,775 

4  years  —  —  —  15,917,205 

3  years  —  —  —  16,062,563 

2  years  —  —  —  16,311,023 

Laft  year’s  income  —  16,630,978 


upon 
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upon  articles  of  general  confump- 
tion;  and  particularly  upon  thofe  to 
which  the  attention  of  parliament 
has  lately  been  diretted. 


EXTRAORDINARY  RESOURCES. 

§  7.  Your  committee,  having 
Hated  all  that  they  think  neceflary 
to  obferve  relative  to  the  part  or  fu¬ 
ture  produce  both  of  the  permanent 
taxes,  and  of  thofe  which,  though 
annually  voted,  form  a  part  of  the 
ordinary  income  of  the  country,  have 
judged  it  proper, before  they  proceed 
to  the  other  brandies  of  their  inquiry, 
to  take  notice  of  fuch  extraordinary 
refources,  exclufive  of  money  raifed 
by  loans,  as  have  arifen  during  the 
period  referred  to  them. 

There  appears  to  have  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  public  fervice. 

From  refpited  duties  paid  in  by  the 
Eaft-India  company  ^.52 2,500 
From  arrears  of  aids  of  land  tax 
granted  prior  to  1786  131,467 

Ditto  malt,  ditto  -  -  1 4,87 5 

From  fums  remaining  in  the  exche¬ 
quer  on  the  5th  day  of  January 
1786  -  -  1,172,119 

From  impreft  monies,  and  monies 
repaid  -  '  -  820,165 

From  money  repaid  on  account  of 

an  advance  for  foreign  fecret  fer- 
.  ° 
vice  -  3  4, coo 

From  fale  of  French  prizes  -  3,000 
From  army  laving-?,  and  Ciiclfea 
penfioners  -  -  1,091,147 

And  from  profit  on  the  annual  lot¬ 
tery  -  -  -  f.  1,212,692 

From  the  nature  of  the  articles 
which  have  compofed  thefe  extraor¬ 
dinary  aids,  it  is  evidently  impofii- 
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ble  to  form  any  eftimate  of  what 
farther  receipt  may  be  expected  un¬ 
der  fuch  of  thofe  heads  as  can  recur 
in  future. 

The  repayment  of  impreft  and 
other  monies  may  ftill  be  fuppofed 
to  yield  fome  additional  fhms;  but 
as  thefe  principally  arife  from  the 
fettlement  of  accounts  for  monies 
iflued  during  the  laft  war,  this  re- 
fource  cannot  be  relied  on  for  any 
length  of  time;  and  even  while  it 
lafts  rauft  be  expetted  to  become 
every  year  lefs  produ&ive. 

The  extent  of  the  refource  of  a. 
lottery  (which  has  become  within 
thefe  few  years  an  object  of  increas¬ 
ed  importance)  necefiarily  depends 
upon  circumftances,  which  make  it 
impofiible  to  form  any  certain  eiti- 
mate  of  the  profit  to  be  expefted. 
from  it:  but  there  is  no  apparent 
rcafon  to  imagine,  that,  as  long  as 
parliament  thinks  proper  to  avail 
itfelf  of  this  mode  of  railing  money* 
it  may  not  continue  to  furniili  as 
large  a  fum  in  time  of  peace  as  k 
has  lately  produced. — No  notice  is 
here  taken  of  army  favings,  as  they 
are  allowed  for,  to  a  certain  extent* 
in  the  army  eftimates. 


II.  EXPENDITURE . 

PAST  EXPENDITURE. 

§  i.  The  total  expence  incurred  in 
the  laft  five  years,  under  the  heads  of 
— intereft  and  charges  of  the  national 
debt — intereft  of  exchequer  bills— 
civil  lift— .charges  on  the  aggregate 
and  confolidated  funds— navy- 
army— ordnance — militia  —  mifcel- 
laneous  lervices- — and  appropriated 
duties- — appears  to  have  been 


*  The  expence  of  the  armament  of  the  year  1790,  being  a  part  of  the  charge 
of  the  year  1791,  and  having  been  feparately  provided  for  by  parliament,  is  not 
here  included. 

The  giants  on  this  account,  as  far  as  they  appear  in  the  papers  referred  to,  un¬ 
der  the  heads  of — navy — army — and  ordnance,  have  been  -  ,£•  2,821,000. 

For 
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For  the  year  1786^.  15,720,543 

1787  -  15,620,783 

1788  -  15,800,796 

1789  -  16,030,204* 

179°  -  17,912,797* 

§  2.  No  precife  eftimate  having 
been  formed  by  the  committee  of 
1786  of  what  might  be  expected  to 
be  the  total  expence  of  all  thofe  fer- 
vices  previous  to  a  permanent  peace 
eftablifnment,it  is  impofiible  to  draw 
the  fame  kind  of  comparifon  as  to 
the  expenditure,  which  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  attempted  to  do  as  to 
the  income. 


FUTURE  EXPENDITURE. 

§  3.  The  next  objedt 'pointed  out 
for  their  inquiry,  was  the  probable 
future  expenditure,  which  they  have 
Hated  in  the  fame  order. 

The  annual  intereft  and  other 
charges  payable  upon  the  public 
debts,  as  they  Hood  on  the  5  th  day 
of  January  1791,  including  the  in¬ 
tereft  on  the  itock  which  has  been 
purchafed  by  the  commillioners, 
was  -  -  .£.9,289,110 

From  this  is  to  be  deducted 
14,000  k  being  the  intereft  of  the 
fhort  annuities  granted  in  1789,  be- 
caufe  the  fund  from  whence  this  in¬ 
tereft  is  paid  does  not  appear  as  part 
of  the  income  -  .£.14,000 

There  mult  be  added,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  intereft  on  the  ton¬ 
tine  loan.  It  appears  that,  on  the 
5  th  of  April  1791,  21,431k  was  fet 
apart  in  the  exchequer  to  pay  half  a 
year’s  interelt  on  that  loan,  but  that 
the  future  annuity  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained  with  perfedt  accuracy.  Tak¬ 
ing,  however,  the  whole  year’s  inte¬ 


reft  according  to  this  proportion,  if 
would  ftand  at  -  42,862 

The  whole  amount  of  the  intereft 
and  charges  would  then  be 

£•  9>3’7'972 

§  4.  Your  committee  called  upon 
the  lords  commiftioners  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  treafury  for  an  eftimate  of  the 
expence  likely  to  be  annually  in¬ 
curred  under  the  head  of  exchequer 
bills,  upon  the  land  tax,  the  malt 
duty,  and  the  fupplies.  The  future 
charge  upon  this  article  is  ftated  by 
them  at  -  -  £.  260,000 

§  5.  The  fum  charged  upon  the 
confolidated  fund,  for  the  fupport  of 
Ills  majefty’s  houfehold,is£.  898,000; 
and,  together  with  2,000 1.  which  is 
paid  by  the  alienation  office,  before 
the  neat  produce  of  that  revenue  is 
paid  into  the  exchequer,  forms  the 
whole  of  the  civil  lift. 

§  6.  The  remaining  charges 
upon  this  fund  in  the  laft  year  (ex- 
clufive  of  4,000  k  paid  to  his  late 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land)  appear  to  have  been£.  105,385 

§  7.  Your  committee  called  upon 
the  different  offices  for  eftimates  of 
the  future  annual  expence  of  the 
navy,  army,  and  ordnance ;  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ftatements  received 
from  them,  it  is  calculated  to  be  as 
follows,  fubjedt  to  the  obfervations 
fubjoined  to  thofe  eftimates. 

For  the  navy  £.  2,000,000 
For  the  army  -  1,748,842 

For  the  ordnance  -  375,000 

$  8.  The  annual  charge  of  the 
militia,  during  the  only  three  years 
ft  nee  the  reductions  in  that  branch 


*  Exclufive  of  the  militia. 
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bf  the  national  fervice  for  which  the 
accounts  are  yet  made  up,  appears 
to  have  been,  upon  an  average, 

;£-93’110 

But,  by  an  eHimate  delivered  in 
for  the  years  17  89,  1790,  ard  1791, 
it  is  Hated  at  -  95’3 1 1 

§  9.  The  expedted  expence  upon 
the  articles  ufually  included  under 
the  head  of  mifcellaneous  fervices,  is 
Hated  according  to  the  eHimate  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  lords  commillioners 
of  his  majelty’s  treafury,  and  amounts 
to  £.128,41 6 

§  10.  The  amount  of  the  taxes 
which  Hill  remain  appropriated  for 
particular  purpofes,  not  include^ 
under  any  of  the  preceding  heads 
of  charge,  appears  to  have  been, 
upon  the  average  of  the  three  lad 
years  -  £.40,252 

§  II.  The  fum  directed  to  be  if- 
fued  in  each  year,  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  redudlion  of  the  national 
debt,  is  -  -  £.1,000,000 

The  total  of  the  fums  above  Hated 
is  £.  1 5^969, 178 

§  12.  It  does  not  appear  to  your 
committee,  that  it  falls  within  their 
province  to  confider  what  other 
extraordinary  expences,  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  any  eHimate  before  them, 
may  occur  in  a  courfe  of  years,  as 
the  nature  and  extent  of  fuch  fer¬ 
vices  depend  upon  circumHances 
which  cannot  be  forefeen,  and  rnuH 
be  decided  upon,  by  the  wifdom 
of  parliament,  as  the  occafions 
arife. 

The  only  article  of  this  nature 
which  has  been  brought  diflindtly 
under  the  view  of  your  committee, 
is  the  amount  of  the  money  remain¬ 
ing  due  upon  the  principal  and  in- 
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te  reH  of  the  American  and  EaH-Flo- 
rida  claims,  which  has  been  directed 
by  parliament  to  be  paid  by  indall- 
ments. 

The  principal  appears  to  have 
amounted,  on  the  10th  of  O&ober 
1790,  to  the  fum  of £.  1,546,062, 
exclufive  of  the  intereH  payable 
half-yearly  upon  fuch  part  of  it  as 
remains  undifeharged,  and  exclufive 
of  fuch  further  annual  payments  as 
are  made  for  the  temporary  fupport 
and  penfions  of  American  loyalids, 
the  prefent  amount  of  which  appears 
to  be  -  -  -  £.54.211 

As,  however,  in  the  eHimate  of 
the  income  of  the  country,  no  credit 
is  taken  for  any  aid  from  a  lottery,  or 
from  any  incidental  payments,  thofe 
additional  refources  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  applicable  towards  defray¬ 
ing  this  and  other  charges  of  the 
like  defeription. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF 

INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

§  13.  Your  committee  have  hi¬ 
therto  Hated  the  refult  of  their  exa¬ 
mination  refpe&ing  the  pall  and  fu¬ 
ture  income  and  expenditure,  conli- 
dering  them  in  the  fame  view,  arid 
arranging  them  under  the  fame 
heads,  as  the  former  committee. 
Thefe  heads  appear  to  comprehend 
all  the  articles  which  are  necelfary 
to  be  included  on  each  fide  of  the 
account  in  that  view  of  the  fubjeft. 

But  in  order  to  afeertain,  with  as 
much  preciiion  as  they  were  able, 
the  means  by  which  the  whole 
amount  of  the  public  expence,  du¬ 
ring  the  lad  live  years,  has  been 
defrayed,  they  have  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  confider  the  income  and 
expenditure  of  that  period  in  an¬ 
other  point  of  view,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forming  fuch  a  comparative 

Hate- 


fio8»  ANNUAL  RE 

flatement  of  their  total  amount  as 
may  render  the  account  as  diftindt 
as  poflible,  according  to  the  feveral 
heads  of  fervice  under  which  mo¬ 
ney  is  iifued  from  the  exchequer. 

The  total  produce  of  the  perma¬ 
nent  taxes,  for  the  five  years,  has 
been  -  -  £-65,303,877 

There  was  received  from  the 
Eaft-India  company  in  1786,  on 
account  of  duties  due  before  that 
time,  the  payment  of  which  had 
been  poftponed  -  £.522,500 

The  whole  fum  of  2,750,0001. 
raifed  upon  the  credit  of  the  land 
and  malt-tax  adts,  is  actually  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  bank  in  each  year. 
Exchequer  bills  to  this  amount  are 
made  out,  and  depofited  from  time 
to  time  with  the  bank ;  and  the 
fum  by  which  the  produce  of  thofe 
duties  paid  into  the  exchequer,  up 
to  the  time  of  fettling  the  refpec- 
tive  accounts  with  the  bank,  falls 
ihort  of  repaying  both  the  principal 
and  interell  of  fuch  exchequer  bills, 
is  paid  over  at  fuch  time  to  the 
bank,  and  is  annually  Hated  as  an 
article  of  expenditure,  under  the 
head  of  deficiency  of  land  and  malt. 
It  will  be  inferted  as  fuch  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  account  now  to  be 
formed ;  and  it  is  evident,  there¬ 
fore,  that  in  this  view  of  the  fub- 
jedt,  the  full  fum  fo  raifed  muff  be 
taken  as  a  part  of  the  receipt  for  the 
lafb  five  years  -  £.  13,750,000 

Arrears  of  land-tax  -  171,166 

Arrears  of  malt- duty  -  16,489 
Thefe  are  films  received  at  the 
exchequer  fubfequent  to  the  period 
at  which  the  refpedtive  accounts 
were  clofed  with  the  bank,  and 
the  balance  paid,  and  therefore 
form  a  part  of  the  public  income, 
in  addition  to  the  whole  annual 
fum  of  -  £.  2,750,000 

The  whole  fum  raifed  by  way  of 
lottery  is  placed  upon  this  fide  of 
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the  account ;  the  amount  of  t&e 
prizes,  and  of  the  charges  of  ma¬ 
nagement,  being  ftated  as  an  article 
of  expenditure  -  £•  3>75  8*724 

Impreft  monies,  and 

monies  repaid  -  820,165 

It  appeared,  upon  examination, 
that  the  whole  of  the  fums  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  papers  referred  to  under 
this  head  were  applied  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  of  the  years  in  queftion, 
either  by  fpecific  votes,  or  by  being 
carried  to  the  confolidated  fund, 
except  1 00,000 1.  paid  by  the  Eaft- 
India  company  in  part  of  the 
400,000 1.  voted  for  the  fupply  of 
1781,  and  5,000 1.  which  belonged 
to  the  civil  lift.  The  remainder, 
after  deducting  both,  thefe  fuius, 
forms  the  total  above  ftated. 

Monies  in  the  exchequer  on  the  5  th 
of  January  1786  -  -  £.  1,172,1 19, 
which  were  applied  to  the  public 
fervice  in  that  and  the  fubfequent 
year,  as  appears  by  the  explanation 
fubjoined  to  the  account  referred 
to. 

It  appears  further,  that  there 
have  been  applied,  as  part  of  the 
ways  and  means,  during  this  period, 
the  following  fums :  - 

Arifing  from  army  favings,  £. 

1,091,147 

Raifed  by  way  of  tontine  1,002,140 
Raifed  by  granting  ihort 

annuities  -  -  187,000 

Re-payment  in  part  of  a 
loan  for  foreign  fecret 
fervice  -  -  34,000 

Arifing  from  the  fale  of 

French  prizes  -  -  3,000 

The  total  amount  of  the 
receipts  appears  to 
have  been  -  £-87,832,327 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  an¬ 
nual  exchequer  bills,  furniftiing 
in  the  ways  and  means  exadtly  the 

fame 
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fame  fum  by  which  they  increafe  the 
charge  on  the  fupply,  are  omitted 
on  both  fides  of  the  account. 

The  firft  great  article  of  expen¬ 
diture,  is  the  intereft  and  charges 
of  the  public  debt;  and  it  appears 
that  there  has  been  iffued  from 
the  exchequer,  during  the  lad  five 
years,  under  that  head,  the  fum 
of  -  *  -  £.46,187,010 

The  charges  upon  the  aggregate 
and  confolidated  funds  have  been,  on 
account  of  the  civil  lift£.  4,481,000 
And  upon  fundry  other  accounts 

„  .  474751 

The  fums  granted  by  parliament 
(exclufive  of  the  armament  of 
1790)  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy, 
have  been  -  -  £.  11,649,539 

Of  the  army  -  9,639,626 

And  of  the  ordnance'  2,308,344 
The  expences  incurred  under  the 
name  of  mifcellaneous  fervices  in¬ 
clude  a  variety  of  articles  of  different 
defcriptions,  and  among  them  fome 
of  thofe  which  have  been  already 
Hated  as. appearing  on  both  fides  of 
the  account ;  your  committee,  there¬ 
fore,  have  thought  proper  to  diftin- 
guilh  them  under  feveral  heads. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that 
the  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt  are 
annually  ftated  as  articles  of  expen¬ 
diture,  and  would  be  inferted  on  this 
fide  of  the  account;  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  arife  has. been  fuffi- 
ciently  explained.  It  mull,  how¬ 
ever,  farther  be  remarked,  that  the 
ways  and  means  are  u  fually  opened 
to  parliament,  and  the  committee  of 
fupply  clofed,  fome  months  before 
the  accounts  with  the  bank,  relative 
to  the  exchequer  bills  iffued  upon  the 
credit  of  thofe  duties  are  actually 
fettled.  This  deficiency, .therefore, 
is  then  only  Hated  upon  calculation ; 
and,  as  its  real  amount,  whatever  it 
Vol,  XXXIII. 
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may  prove,  mull  be  paid  Out  of  fhe 
fupplies  of  the  current  year,,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  if  it  fhould  turn  out  more 
than  the  calculation,  it  would  be  one 
cauie  of  a  deficiency  in  the  whole  of 
the  grants  for.that  year.  If  it  fhould 
be  lefs,  it  would  either  occafion  a 
furplus  of  thofe  grants,  or  diminifh 
by  fo  much  any  deficiency  which 
might  arile  from  other  caufes. 

The  lum  Hated  by  your  commit¬ 
tee  is  not  the  efti mated,  but  the 
adlual  deficiency  of  land  and  malt; 
and  as  this  is  in  part  occafioned  by 
trie  expence  of  the  militia,  the  whole 
of  which  is  paid  out  of  the  land  tax 
before  it  comes  into  the  exchequer, 
no  feparate  charge  is  made  for  that 
branch  of  fervice  in  this  ftatement  of 
the  account. 

The  fums  Hated  under  the  head 
of  intereft  and  charges  of  exchequer 
bills,  in  the  paper  referred  to,  are 
the  amount  of  the  intereft  paid  out 
of  the  fupplies  in  each  year  reflec¬ 
tively,  upon  exchequer  bills  iifued 
by  virtue  of  acts  gaffed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  As  it  has  been  the 
conftant  practice  not  to  make  any 
provifion  for  this  intereft  before¬ 
hand,  either  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
this  expence  (according  to  the  ex¬ 
cels  or  deficiency  of  the  ways  and 
means,  compared  with  the  other 
charges  upon  the  fupplies)  is  thrown 
upon  the  year  fubfequent  to  that  in 
which  it  is  a&ually  paid,  and  appears 
annually  under  the  head  of  deficien¬ 
cy  of  grants.  From  what  has  been 
juft  obferved,  it  follows,  that,  in  ad¬ 
dition  tp  the  charges  incurred  during 
the  laft  five  years,  and  ftated  in  this 
account  as  the  intereft  of  exchequer 
bills,  any  fum  which  was  paid  in  the 
year  1786,  to  make  good  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  grants  in  1785,,  muft  be 
inferted  amongft  the  expences  de- 
* P  frayed 
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frayed  out  of  the  ways  and  means 
of  that  period. 

It  appears  equally  evident,  that 
any  fums  voted  under  the  head  of 
deficiency  of  the  grants  of  any  of 
the  fucceeding  years,  mull  be  omit¬ 
ted  in  this  datement  of  the  account, 
as  all  the  fervices  of  each  year  (in¬ 
cluding  what  is  paid  for  the  intered 
of  exchequer  bills,  and  for  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  land  and  malt,  as  above 
explained)  are  dated  at  their  full 
amount,  under  their  proper  heads, 
as  articles  of  expenditure. 

It  is  neceffary,  however,  here  to 
obferve,  that  the  intered  of  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  paid  in  1790,  will  be 
provided  for  in  1791,  under  the  head 
of  deficiency  of  grants  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  and  will  account  for  a 
difference,  to  that  amount,  between 
the  apparent  receipt  and  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  whole  five  years. 

Having  premised  thefe  remarks, 
your  committee  proceed  to  date 
the  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt 
at  £.2.033,764 

The  deficiency  of  grants  of  the 
year  1785,  at  -  £.127,138 

And  the  intered  and  charges  of 
exchequer  bills,  ifi'ued  on  the  credit 
of  the  fupplies,  at  £.914,144 

The  amount  of  the  prizes  in  the 
lotteries  of  the  feveral  years,  and 
of  the  charges  attending  them,  has 
been  -  -  £.2,546,032 

and  requires  no  particular  explana¬ 
tion. 

The  expence  incurred  upon  thofe 
articles  of  mifcellaneous  fervices, 
which  were  exprefsly  dated  by  the 
former  committee,  has  been 

£-S°7>58° 

Other  mifcellaneous  articles,  con¬ 
fiding  principally  of  incidental  or 
temporary  demands,  have  amounted 
to  -  £•  929,676 

'  The  total  expence  occafioned  by 


the  relief  of  the  American  Ioyalids* 
appears  to  have  been  £.  1,3 36,377 

Your  committee  have  omitted  a 
fum  of  33,8901.  for  the  purchafe  of 
lands  at  fundry  places,  as  it  is  in- 
cludecl  in  the  ordnance  account. 
They  have  alfo  thought  proper  to 
leave  out  in  this  place  a  fum  of 
U 2,1  oil.  dated  as  the  deficiency 
of  the  confolidated  fund  on  the  5th 
day  of  January  17.89,  being  the  fum 
which  was  then  wanted  to  compleat 
the  quarterly  idiie  to  the  commif- 
fior.ers  for  the  reduction  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  and  which  was  defray¬ 
ed  out  of  the  fupplies  of  that  year  $ 
becaufe  the  fum  of  4,750,000b 
which  is  inferted  below,  is  the  full 
amount  of  all  the  quarterly  idues 
under  this  head,  and  confequently 
includes,  as  a  part  thereof,  the  fum 
of  112,101  1.  above  dated. 

The  whole  produce  of  the  appro¬ 
priated  duties  having  been  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  total  produce  of  the 
taxes,  fuch  part  of  it  as  has  been 
applied  to  the  fervices  to  which 
they  were  appropriated,  and  which 
do  not  appear  in  this  datement  of 
the  account,  mud  be  conddered  as 
an  article  of  expenditure  :  this  has 
been  -  -  -  £.231,935 

The  fum  i  fined  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  for  difeharging  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  has  been,  as  above 
dated  £.  4,750,000 

exclulive  of  what  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  intered  of  dock 
bought,  or  of  annuities  expired  or 
fallen  in. 

The  total  expence,  under  all  thefe 
heads,  amounts  to  -  £.  88,116,916 

But  the  total  receipt  for  the  lad 
five  years  is  dated  to  have  been 
only  -  £.87,832,327  ■ 

To  this  will  be  to  be  added  (for 
realons  already  explained)  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  of  grants  ■ 

ffl 
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jfor  1790,  which  remains  to  be  de¬ 
frayed  out  of  the  ways  and  means 
of  1791  -  -  £.  207,728 

The  total,  applicable  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  five  years,  will  then 
appear  to  have  been  £.  88,040,055 

There  will  be  then  left  unaccount¬ 
ed  for  a  fum  of  -  -  ^.76,861 

by  which  the  difburfement  will  have 
exceeded  the  amount  of  the  feveral 
articles  of  receipt  which  it  has  been 
poffible  in  this  fiatement  to  afcer- 
tain. 

It  would  certainly  have  been 
more  fatisfaftcry  if  the  totals  now 
drawn  up  had  been  found  to  tally 
with  perfect  accuracy.  It  muff, 
however,  be  recollefted,  that  the  ac¬ 
counts  referred  to  your  committee 
include  a  period  when  the  revenue 
was  encumbered  with  a  variety  of 
minute  appropriations :  and  al¬ 
though  the  change  made,  by  the 
confolidation  aft,  in  the  courfe  and 
praftice  of  the  exchequer,  has  fim- 
plified  the  accounts  fince  the  time 
when  it  took  place,  yet  the  intricacy 
of  the  former  fyltem  has  probably 
rendered  it  difficult  precifely  to  af- 
certain  the  fums  brought  forward, 
under  different  heads,  from  an  ante¬ 
cedent  period;  and  that  difficulty 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  in 
fome  meafure  increafed  by  the 
interval  of  time  which  has  now 
'elapfed  fince  that  fyfiem  was  alter¬ 
ed. 

§  14.  In  order,  however,  to  throw 
fiill  farther  light  upon  this  part  of 
the  fubjeft,  your  committee  have 
thought  proper  to  add  a  brief  Hate  - 
ment  of  the  account  in  a  different 
point  of  view. 

For  this  purpofe  they  have  ffated 
hs  the  income  The  feveral  furplaffes 
of  the  finking  and  confolidated  funds, 
as  they  flood  at  the  end  of  each 
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quarter,  from  the  5  th  of  April, 
1786,  to  the  5th  cf  January,  1791, 
both  inclufive;  and  fuch  farther 
fums  as  appear  in  the  ways  and 
means  of  each  year,  taken  from  the 
accounts  laid  annually  before  par¬ 
liament,  fhewing  how  the  money 
given  for  the  fervice  of  each  year 
refpeftively  has  been  difpofed  of. 
The  expenditure  is  compofed  of 
fuch  fums  as  have  been  charged  in 
each  year,  in  cohfequence  of  the 
grantsof  parliament,  excluding  only 
(for  reafons  above  ffated)  fuch  as 
have  been  voted  in  1787,  1788, 
1789,  and  1790,  under  the  head  of 
deficiencies  of  the  grants  of  the  years 
refpeftively  preceding.  In  this 
manner  of  Hating  the  account,  no 
notice  is  taken,  on  either  fide,  of 
the  fixed  charges  upon  the  income, 
or  of  the  revenue  by  which  they  are 
defrayed ;  but  the  principal  of  the 
annual  exchequer  bills,  and  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  of  the  annuity  funds,  are  in¬ 
cluded  on  both  fides.  Thefe  deficien¬ 
cies  were  fums  which,  prior  to  the 
confolidation  aft,  were  annually 
made  good,  out  of  the  finking  fund,  to 
the  various  other  funds  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  particular  annui¬ 
ties,  and  replaced  to  that  fund  out 
of  the  fupplies  of  the  fubfequent 
years. 

It  appears  by  the  table  referred 
to,  that  the  whole  receipt  for  the 
laft  five  years  (fo  ffated)  has  been 

£■  6z,j  19,440 

To  which  muff  be  aeded  176.34 7, 
being  the  fum  wanting,  on  the  3311: 
day  of  December,  1790,  to  make  up 
what  had  been  grantedas  the  grow¬ 
ing  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund, 
up  to  the  5th  of  April,  179 1,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  lervices  included  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  account. 

And  a  farther  fum  of  -  £.  207,728 
under  the  head  of  deficiency  of  gr-nt? 
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of  1 790,  being  that  by  which  the 
whole  of  the  ways  and  means  grant¬ 
ed  for  the  fervice  of  that  year  falls 
fhort  of  defraying  the  expences  in¬ 
curred' in  the  courfe  of  it. 

‘  The  total  will  then  be 

£.62,903,515 

The  amount  of  the  grants  for 
the  fame  period  appears  to  have 
been  -  -  ^.62,903,519 

The  difference  between  the  totals, 
which  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife  only 
from  fractions,  may  be  entirely  over¬ 
looked. 

§  15.  Your  committee,  defirous 
of  afcertaining  in  what  manner  the 
difference  between  the  receipt  and 
expenditure,  as  fil'd  hated,  has  arif- 
en,  by  all  the  means  which  occurred 
to  them,  proceeded  to  examine  the 
tlifpofition  papers  of  each  year  ;  and 
have  taken  the  furpluffes  of  the 
finking  and  confolidated  funds  (as 
before)  for  each  quarter,  from  the 
5th  of  April,  ry86,  to  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1791,  both inclufive;,  deduct¬ 
ing  only  the  fums  carried  to  them  to 
make  good  the  annuity  funds,  which 
do  not  appear  as  articles  of  expen¬ 
diture. 

As  thefe  furpluffes  arife  after  de- 
fraying.the  mtered  of  the  public 
debt,  the  annual  million,  the  civil 
liif,  and  all  other  permanent  charges 
upon  thefe  funds,  the  whole  of  which 
mud  have  been  paid  as  they  became 
due,  at  the  expiration  of  each  quar¬ 
ter,  before  any  furplus  could  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  current  fervice  of  the 
year,  it  is  evident  that  the  total  in¬ 
come  arifing  from  the  permanent 
taxes,  and  other  articles,  carried, 
during  this  period,  to  the  finking 
and  confolidated  funds,  mud  have 
exceeded  the  amount  of  thofe  fur- 
pluifes  by  a  fum  equal  to  the 
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amount  of  the  charges  above  enu> 
merated. 

Adding, therefore,to  thefe  furpluf¬ 
fes,  the  charges  above  dated — the 
amount  paid  out  of  the  appropriated 
duties  for  the  purpofes  to  which  they 
are  refpeftively  appropriated — the 
fums  feparately  voted  as  the  ways 
and  means  of  each  year,  exclufive  of 
the  principal  of  the  annual  exche¬ 
quer  bills — the  fum  wanted,  on  the 
3 id  of  December,  1790,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  total  for  which  the  growing 
furplus  had  been  taken,  up  to  the  5tn 
of  April,  1791 — and  the  deficiency' 
of  grants,  1790,  the  total  will  be 

^.88,1 16,918 
In  order  to  examine  the  expendi¬ 
ture  in  a  fimilar  manner,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  taken  the  totals,  dated 
in  the  difpofition  papers,  as  granted 
by  parliament,  as  the  whole  amount 
of  the  fupplies;  deducting  only  the 
principal  of  the  annual  exchequer 
bills — the  deficiencies  of  the  annuity 
funds— the  deficiencies  of  grants 
for  every  year,  except  1785 — and 
the  deficiency  of  the  confolidated 
fund  on  the  5  th  of  January*  1789. 

To  this  they  have  added  the  in- 
tered  of  the  public  debt — the  charg¬ 
es  on  the  aggregate  and  confolidat¬ 
ed  funds,  including  the  civil  lid— 
the  quarterly  payments  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  for  difeharging  the  na¬ 
tional  debt— and  the  produce  of  the 
appropriated  duties,  as  above  dated; 
being  articles  of  expence  which  are 
not  included  in  the  annual  grants  of 
parliament.  ^ 

The  total  of  thefe  fums  appears, 
by  the  papers  referred  to,  to  be 

^.88,1 16,926 

Which  agrees  almod  exactly  with 
the  whole  amount  of  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  already  dated  in  a  different 
manner,  and  is  an  additional  proof, 

that 


that  there  can  be  no  error,  which 
deferves  notice,  on  this  fide  of  the 
account. 

The  coincidence  between  the  in¬ 
come  and  expenditure,  as  here 
Hated,  fufficiently  proves  that  the 
difference  which  appeared  in  the 
former  ftatement,  muff  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  omiffion  of  fums,  to 
the  amount  of  that  difference,  on 
the  receipt  fide  ;  and  the  caufe  from 
which  fuch  an  inaccuracy  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  arifen,  has  already 
been  mentioned. 


III.  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

Your  committee  find,  that  there 
has  been  applied  to  the  difcharge 
of  the  public  debt,  during  the 
period  referred  to  them,  a  fum 
of  ^.4,750,000 

arifing  from  the  quarterly  payments 
diredfed  by  parliament ;  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  fum  of  -  -  £.  674,592 

arifing  from  the  intereft  of  ffock 
bought,  and  of  annuities  expired 
or  fallen  in;  making  together  a 
fum  of  -  -  £.  5,424,592 

The  only  increafe  of  the  funded 
debt,  during  the  fame  period,  which 
is  to  be  fet  againft  the  above  de- 
'Creafe,  has  been  occafioned  by  a 
loan  raifed  by  annuities  with  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  furvivorlhip. 

The  capital  fo  raifed  was 

.£.1,002,140 
A  farther  Aim  of  187,000!.  was 
raifed  by  fiiort  annuities  in  1780, 
of  which  34,000k  has  been  fince 
repaid.  But  as  this  loan,  which 
was  intended  to  replace  a  fum  ad¬ 
vanced  for  foreign  fecret  fervice,  is 
to  be  repaid  by  inftallments,  in  fuch 
proportions  as  will  be  equal  to  the 
fums  neceftary  for  difcharging  both 
the  principal  and  intereft,  by  the 
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time  at  which  the  above-mentioned 
annuities  are  to  determine,  it  did 
not  appear  to  your  committee  of  a 
nature  to  be  ftated  as  an  increafe  of 
the  national  incumbrances.' 

In  comparing  the  outffanding 
debt  of  the  navy,  on  the  3  iff  of 
December,  1785,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December,  1790,  there  appears  to> 
have  been  an  increafe  of  T.  105,530 
On  the  3 iff  of  December,  1789, 
there  had  been  an  increafe  of 
657,95c!.  Butin  the  year  1790,  a 
fum  of  200,000k  was  granted  by 
parliament  towards  difcharging  this 
debt,  and  has  been  included  in  the 
ffatement  of  the  expences  of  the 
five  years,  which  would  have  redu¬ 
ced  the  increafe  to  -  £.  457, 950* 
Y our  committee  think  it  necefiar  v 

j 

to  remark,  that,  from  information 
received  from  the  navy  board,  the 
apparent  decreafe  which  has  taken, 
place  in  the  year  1790,  beyond  what 
can  be  accounted  for  by  the  grant  of 
200,000k,  appears  to  have  been  in. 
part  occafioned  by  the  circumftan- 
ces  attendingthe  late  armament,  and 
the  fums  voted  for  defraying  it. 

Credit  has  been  taken,  in  making 
up  this  account,  for  fo  much  of  thofe 
fums  as  was  intended  to  replace  the 
ffores  delivered  out  in  the  courfe  of 
the  luff  year,  which  apparently  di- 
minilhes  the  debt,  till  that  fervice 
has  been  fully  performed.  Some  of 
the  works  propofed  in  the  extra  efti- 
mate  of  1790  having  been  neceffa- 
rily  fufpended,  in  confequence  of 
the  exertions,  for  the  armament, 
left  a  part  of  the  fum  voted  on  that 
eftimate  applicable,  in  the  courfe 
of  that  year,  to  the  redufiion  of  the 
debt. 

A  farther  fum  arofe  from  the  ad¬ 
ditional  expence  of  the  armament 
having  been  ftated  as  including  the 
purchafe  pf  .hemp  and  other  arti¬ 
cles. 
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cles,  which,  although  immediately 
neceffary  for  the  extraordinary  pre¬ 
parations  then  made,  are  ftated  to 
have  been  in  fatt  defrayed  out  of 
the  grants  of  parliament  for  the 
current  fervice  of  the  navy.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  having  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  great  appa¬ 
rent  decreafe  of  the  debt  during  the 
lait  year  would  have  proved  only 
temporary,  (even  if  the  navy  had 
continued  this  year  upon  the  ufual 
eftablifhment)  have  thought  proper 
to  Hate  the  increafe  of  the  period 
referred  to  them,  by  comparing  the 
Hate  of  the  debt  on  the  3 1  ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  1785,  with  that  of  the  31ft 
of  December,  1789;  and,  by  de¬ 
ducing  from  this  increafe  the  fum 
of  200,000b  voted  by  parliament. 
It  would  then  Hand  at  £.457,950 
The  deficiency  of  the  grants  of 
1790,  which  falls  upon  the  revenue 
of  1791,  is  -  -  £.207,728 

But  the  deficiency  of  grants  of 
1785,  which  was  defrayed  out  of 
the  income  of  1786,  was  only 

4.127,138 

The  difference,  therefore,  mud 
be  added  to  the  increafe  of  the  debt 
in  the  whole  period,  and  makes  a 
fum  of  -  -  £•  80,590 

There  appears  by  the  ordnance 
account  to  have  been,  on  the  5  th  of 
January,  1791,  a  fum  due,  for  ar¬ 
ticles  not  provided  for  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  amounting  to  -  £.61,909 

which  has  been  fince  voted,  and  mnft 
be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the 
debt  incurred  in  the  five  years  pre¬ 
ceding. 

The  whole  excefs  of  the  fum  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  public 
debt,  beyond  thofe  by  which  it  has 
been  increafed  (during  the  lafl  five 
years)  appears  to  have  been,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  above  ftatement, 

£,3,822,003 


The  amount  of  the  unfunded  debt 
arifing  from  the  exchequer  bills  an¬ 
nually  iffued  by  the  authority  of  par¬ 
liament  upon  the  credit  of  the  fup- 
plies,  is  5,500,000b,  being  the  fame 
as  at  the  commencement  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  exclufive  of  thofe  ifi'ued  in 
eonfequence  of  the  late  armament, 
which  are  charged  upon  taxes  ap¬ 
propriated  to  that  purpofe,  and  not 
included  in  the  flatement  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  income  of  the  country. 

The  amount  of  the  exchequer 
bills  annually  ifi'ued  on  the  credit  of 
the  land  and  malt,  which  are  now 
outftanding,  is  not  ftated  by  your 
committee  as  a  part  of  the  un¬ 
funded  debt,  becaufe  money  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  difcharge  of  thofe  bills 
is  conftantly  in  a  courfe  of  collec¬ 
tion,  and  no  other  charge  is  occa- 
fioned  by  them  to  the  public,  ex¬ 
cept  the  annual  intereft,  which  is 
already  ftated  as  a  part  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  expenditure. 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that, 
in  the  year  1786,  the  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  finking  fund  was  taken 
up  to  the  5th  of  April  1787,  which 
included  the  furplus  of  five  quarters, 
and  appears  to  have  been  for  the 
time  an  anticipation,  to  a  certain 
extent,  of  the  revenue  of  the 
fubfequent  year;  and  that  the 
growing  produce  of  the  finkipg 
and  confolidated  funds  has,  fince 
that  time,  been  taken  from  April 
to  April.  The  furplus  of  the 
confolidated  fund  had  produced,  on 
the  31ft  of  December  1790  (being 
the  day  on  which  the  account  of 
that  fund  was  made  up)  within 
176,347b  of  the  whole  fum  for  which 
it  had  been  taken,  up  to  the  5th  of 
April  1791.  This  fum,  therefore, 
was,  on  the  3  ift  of  December  1790, 
all  that  remained  of  the  amount  of 
that  anticipation.  Your  committee 
6  having 
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having  called  for  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  taxes  from  that  day 
to  the  5  th  of  J anuary  1791,  find  tt  at 
it  amounted  to  -  ^.200,468 

If,  therefore,  the  balance  had  been 
ftruck  upon  the  confolidated  fund 
account  on  the  5th  of  January  in 
1791,  as  was  done  in  1786,  (inftead 
of  fo  many  days  earlier  than  ufually 
happens  in  the  courfe  of  the  exche¬ 
quer)  the  produce  of  the  three  laft 
quarters  would  have  been  rather 
more  than  fufficient  to  make  good 
the  whole  charge  on  the  growing 
produce  of  that  fund  for  the  fup- 
plies  of  the  year  1790,  without  any 
anticipation. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  alfo  to 
remark,  that  an  alteration  was  made 
with  refped  to  the  time  of  payment 
of  certain  annuities,  by  an  aft  of  the 
26th  of  his  prefent  majefty,  cap.  34. 
One  quarter  was  paid  on  the  10th  of 
October  1786,  and  the  future  pay¬ 
ments  were  direfted  to  be  made 
half-yearly,  on  the  5  th  of  April,  and 
the  10th  of  October.  By  this 
change  the  public  availed  itfelf,  in 
that  year,  of  the  amount  of  one 
quarterly  payment  upon  thefe  an¬ 
nuities,  which  would  have  been 
payable  on  the  5th  of  January  1 787, 
(in  addition  to  that  iflued  on  the 
lothof  October)  which  quarter  was 
not  afterwards  to  be  paid  till  the 
5th  of  April  1 787;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  public  became 
bound,  for  the  future,  to  pay,  on 
every  5  th  of  April,  half  a  year’s  in¬ 
tereft,  being  in  fadt  an  advance  of 
one  quarter,  which  would  not  other- 
wife  have  been  payable  till  the  5  th 
of  July  following.  The  refult  of 
this  is,  that,  on  the  5  th  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1791,  there  had  been  paid, 
upon  the  whole,  one  quarter  lefs,  on 
account  of  the  intereft  of  thefe  an¬ 
nuities,  than  would  have  been  ifiued. 

Vol.  xxxui. 
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if  the  above-mentioned  alteration 
had  not  taken  place. 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  abolition  of  all  the  diftimfl  ap* 
propriations,  and  the  charging  all 
the  quarterly  iflues  for  the  intereft 
of  the  public  debt  on  one  general 
fund,  to  which  all  the  permanent 
taxes  are  carried,  has  produced  the 
effedl  of  making  the  whole  amount 
of  the  revenue  in  the  exchequer  ap¬ 
plicable,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  demands 
then  exifting;  whereas,  under  the 
former  fyftem,  that  part  of  the  re¬ 
venue  which  confided  of  taxes  dif- 
tindlly  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  intereft  of  particular  annui¬ 
ties,  could  only  be  applied  to  the 
half-yearly  payments  on  thofe  an¬ 
nuities  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
there  remained,  at  the  expiration  of 
each  quarter,  certain  fums  of  this 
defcription  ufelefs,till  the  expiration 
pf  a  fubfequent  quarter. 

The  capital  flock  bought  by  the 
commifiioners  for  difcharging  the 
national  debt,  up  to  the  id  day  of 
February,  1791,  (being  the  day  on 
which  they  made  up  their  accounts 
of  the  application  of  the  funis  iflued 
in  the  preceding  year)  was 

,  .  £■  6’7?2’35° 

The  annual  intereft  of  the  fame 

is  -  _  -  -  £.  203,170 

To  this  muft  be  added,  the  prefent 
amount  of  the  annuities  expired  or 
fallen  in,  which  appears  to  be 

£-5‘>634 

Both  together  make  a  fum  of 

£-  254,$ 04 

which  is  at  this  time  an  addition  to 
the  million  annually  applied  to  th« 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  re- 
fulting  from  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
for  thatpurpofe,  and  now  increafing 
at  compound  intereft, 

*  Q„  AB” 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  feveral  Articles  of  the  PUBLIC  RECEIPT 

and  EXPENDITURE. 


RECEIPT. 

Permanent  taxes 
*  Land  and  malt 


jr.  13,472,286 
•  2,558,000  £. 

— -  16,030,286 


EXPENDITURE. 

1  11 

Intered  and  charges  of  the  public  debt 
Exchequer  bills  —  — 

Civil  lid  —  ■—  — 

Charges  on  confolidated  fund  ■— 

,  Army  -a-  —  — 

Ordnance  — 

Militia  — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  — - 

Appropriated  duties  — • 

Annual  million  —  — * 


Balance 


£•  9>3!7>972 
26o,000 

898,000 

"io5-385  ‘  |  j 

2,000,000 

1 ,7  4^58  4^ 

37  5)00® 

9$»3" 

128,416 

40,252 

1,000,000 

- - 15, 969,178 

—  —  96.61,108 


*  Calculated  upon  the  average  produce  of  the  three  lad  years,  and  pxclufive  o 
any  additional  allowance  for  the  taxes  impofed  in  1789,  or  for  the  increafe  upor 
tobacco. 


t 


I 


) 


SUPPLEMENT 


(  *217  ) 

01  .  '  v  l 

SUPPLEMENT 

TO  THE 

STATE  PAPERS; 

CONTAINING, 

Kew  and -faithful  Tranflations  of  Two  Import  ant  PAPERS;  with 
introductory  Remarks  on  the  Falfities  of  the  common  Tranflations. 


The  Reader  will  fee  among  our  State  Papers  (page  *131)  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  king  of  France  on  his  departure <from  Paris  ;  and  the 
anfwer  of  the  national  affembly  to  that  declaration,  as  they  are  to 
be  found  in  fome  of  the  heft  Englifn  publications.of  the  year.  Per¬ 
ceiving,  however,  that  thefe  very  important  papers  were  untruly 
given,  that  they  were  disfigured  by  omiiTions  in  fame  inftances, 
kdditioils  in  others,  and  that  in  many  material  points  they  were 
apparently  garbled  for  the  world  of  purpofes,  we  have  made  a  new 
and  faithful  tranflation  of  them  from  the  original  copies,  which 
were  publifhed  by  order  of  the  national  affembly.  We  add  it  here, 
as  a  Supplement  to  the  State  Papers,  that  our  Readers,  by  comparing 
both,  may  perceive  what  little  arts  have  been  pradtifed  on  this 
oCcafion  t b  miflead  public  opinion. 

In  the  king’s  declaration  it  will  be  found,  that  very  many  cir- 
CumftanCes,  which  were  explanatory  of  the  coridudt,  and  refledted 
honour  on  the  feelings,  of  the  unfortunate  monarch;  have  been 
either  mifreprefented  or  fuppreffed,  efpecially  where  the  filence  or 
evafion  of  the  anfwer  admitted  the  fadt;  and  fimilar  falfifications  have 
taken  place  with  refpedt  to  other  unanfwered  paffages  tending  to  fix 
bn  the  affembly  the  guilt  of  participating  in  thofe  fanguinarv 
atrocities,  which  many  in  this  country  have  infidioufly  attempted 
to  palliate,  but  none  explicitly  to  approve  and  defend.  The 
inftances  are  too  numerous  to  be  fpecifted;  but  they  will  eafily 
difeover  themfelves,  as  the  paper  has  been  reduced  confiderably 
more  than  two  thirds  in  its  bulk*  to  bring  it  nearer  to  the  ftandard 
of  the  anfwer;  -  - 

In  the  fame  fpirit  too;  though  in  a  lefs  degree,  thefe  univerfal 
lovers  of  innovation  have  new-modeljed  the  anfwer  of  the  national 
affembly  to  their  own  tafte.  They  have  generoufly  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  two  millions  to  the  population  of  France  ;  and,  to  balance 
the  account,  have  fubtradled  100,000  meft  from  the  number  of  the 

'  *Q-2  national 


18*  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

national  guards,  which  they  knew  to  exceed  the  truth.  Some 
of' the  king's  complaints  (as  with  refpedt  to  the  inconveniencies 
of  his  refidence  in  Paris)  have  been  aiftorted  for  the  purpofe  of 
treating  them  with  a  ridicule  much  over-charged  in  comparifon  of 
the  original ;  while  admiflions,  which  might  ferve  the  king's  caufe 
(fuchas  that  none  of  the  laws,  called  conftitutional,  were  fubmitted 
to  his  refufal,  and  that  the  interior  adminiftration  of  the  king¬ 
dom  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  perfons  ele&ed  by  the  people) 
have  been  cut  away,  and  the  remaining  fhreds  of  invedfive  againft 
defpotifm  aukwardly  pieced  to  other  fubjedts  :  in  fhort,  every  thing 
unfavourable  to  the  revolution  (fuch  as  confeftions  of  tumults  and 
outrages,  or  marked  recommendations  of  order,  fubmiffion,  and  mo¬ 
deration)  has  been  much  weakened,  or  entirely  omitted. 

There  aref  two  very  material  paragraphs,  of  which  no  trace  is 
to  be  found  ;  the  one  relative  to  the  patronage  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  other  toJ:he  new  conftitution  of  the  clergy.  Though  the 
king  is  acknowledged  in  this  very  anfwer  to  be  the  head  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  yet  the  aflembly  intimate,  that  it  was  an  adt  of  favour 
and  liberality  in  them  to  allow  him  one-third  or  one-fourth  of  the 
military  and  naval  appointments ;  and  that  their  meafures  on  this 
head  had  only  reflored  to  their  foldiers  and  feamen  the  rights: 
which  belonged  to  them..  This  probably  was  thought  not  alto¬ 
gether  congenial  with  the  old-fafhioned  prejudices  of  Englifh- 
men ;  and  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  firft  indications  of 
a  breach  in  oppofition  fhewed  themfelves  on  this  very  fubjedf, 
when  the  army  eftimates  were  before  the  houfe  of  commons 
in  the  year  1790.  Nor  may  the  motives  have  been  very  dif- 
fimilar,  which  induced  the  fuppreffion  of  the  fecond  point.  The 
.  aflembly  aftert  the  right  of  the  civil  power  over  the  church; 
and  in  the  perfections  of  the  clergy,  which  all  parties  here  have 
joined  to  condemn,  hypocritically  affume  merit  for  having  reftored 
Chriftianity  to  its  primitive  purity4.  Such  dodfrines  muft  have 
ihaken  the  credit  of  the  aflembly  with  many  warm  admirers  of  the 
French  revolution  in  this  country,  who  diflent  from  our  eftablifh- 
ed  church,  or,  had  they  not  unequivocally  exprefled  their  difappro- 
bation,  might  have  been  a  little  unpleafantly  retorted  in  argument 
againft  them. 

The  next  example  is  of  a  tendency  the  moft  perfonally  uncandid 
to  the  king.  It  may  be  remembered,  that  a  violent  cry  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  railed  againft  the  king's  perjury  on  his  departure 
from  Paris.  The  aflembly  did  not  forget  this  topic.  But  to  fix 
perjury,  they  thought  it  necefiary  firft  to  fhew,  that  the  oath  was 
free  ;  though  they  had  begun,  rather  inaufpicioufly  for  this  purpofe. 
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by  ftating  it  to  have  been  taken  in  the  midft  of  the  deputies 
of  the  national  guards,  and  all  the  troops  of  the  line  They  argue, 
however,  the  freedom  of  the  oath,  from  a  paffage  in  the  king’s  de¬ 
claration,  where  hef  fays,  that  “  during  the  federation  he  paffed  the 
fweeteft  moments  of  his  flay  in  Paris,”  and  then  goes  on  to  explain 
himfelf,  by  adding  fome  ftrong  exprellions  of  fatisfadlion  in  “  the 
attachment  and  affedtion,  which  were  then  fhewn  him  by  the 
national  guards.”  Yet  he  had  before  declared  himfelf  to  have 
been  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  during  his  whole  refidence  there;  and 
lurely  it  is  not  very  inconfiftent  for  a  captive  to  be  pleafed  with 
the  perfonal  kindnefs  of  his  keepers.  Indeed,  the  king  had  be¬ 
fore  made  fimilar  acknowledgments  refpedling  the  national  guards 
of  Paris  and  the  troops  cf  the  line,  in  the  very  paragraph  where  he 
complains  of  having  been  a  prifoner  in  their  cuftody.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  argument  was  felt,  as  well  as  the  imprudence  of 
mentioning  the  fadl,  that  the  oath  was  taken  in  the  midft  of  an 
armed  force.  So  both  one  and  the  other  have  difappeared,  and  in 
their  room  we  meet  with  nothing  but  a  round  affertion,  that  if  the 
king  did  not  declare  his  good  faith  to  have  been  furprifed,  he  had , 
of  courfe ,  announced  his  own  perjury  to  the  whole  world.  In  truth, 
let  the  freedom  of  the  oath  have  been  what  it  might,  the  king 
would  not  therefore  have  been  neceffarily  implicated  in  perjury. 
He  would  not  have  been  bound  on  his  part,  if  on  the  other  fide 
that  conftitution,  which  all  with  him  had  fworn  to  maintain,  was 
violated  to  the  annihilation  of  all  his  authority  under  it,  and  the 
infecurity  of  his  perfon ;  and  that  it  was  lo  violated,  he  has  endea¬ 
voured  to  fhew  at  length.  The  reader  will  carefully  examine,  and 
judge  for  himfelf,  how  far  he  has  been  fufficiently  contradicted  in 
the  anfwer  of  the  aflembly. 

Thefe  are  but  fpecimens,  taken  as  they  occurred.  Some  others 
will  be  pointed  out  in  fhort  notes ;  but  we  ihall  here  particularize  one 
more,  becaufe  it  goes  directly  to  the  whole  merits  of  the  revolution. 
Whence  came  the  firft  aggreftion  ?  is  the  queftion,  on  the  folution  of 
which  muft  depend  the  decifion  of  mankind,  whether  all  the  horrors 
of  France,  from  the  period  of  July  1789,  were  the  confequences  of 
a  juftifiable  refiftance,  or  a  premeditated  rebellion.  The  defence 
of  the  infurredlion  at  Paris  in  that  month  has  always  been  refted 
on  the  affembling  of  the  troops  under  Marfhal  Broglio.  Now  the 
king  allerts  that  meafure  to  have  been  the  effedl,  not  the  caufe, 
of  rebellion  in  the  capital.  He  fays,  that  ;f  “  he  did  not  call  them 
around  his  perfon,  until  a  fpirit  of  revolt  had  manifefted  itfelf  in 
Paris,  and  even  in  the  regiment  of  his  own  guards.”  This  is  not 
denied  by  the  affembly,  and  their  filence  concedes  the  queftion  to 
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the  king.  The  falfe  tranflation,  therefore,  true  to  its  objeCI,  ftrikes 
every  allufion  to  this  leading  fa£t  out  of  both  papers. 

Some  excufe  might  be  attempted  in  extenuation  by  the  firft: 
publifhers  df  this  paper,  if  it  had  been  merely  fhortened  ;  but  there 
are  alfo  interpolations  to  be  found  in  it.  The  high  tone  in  which 
the  aftembly  claims  an  inconteftible  right  to  the  exercife  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  abfence  of  the  king,  has  not  only  been  lowered  in  the 
tranflation,  but  a  new  apology  for  their  condudl  has  been  vamped 
up  for  them  by  a  reference  to  the  law  of  regency,  which  however, 
unfortunately,  rather  applies  the  other  way.  Another  inftancq 
relates  to  the  jacobin  clubs.  The  original  intimates,  that  to  be 
any  longer  ufeful,  they  muft  change  their  ardent  love  of  liberty  for 
prudent  and  enl'-ghtencd  patriotifm.  The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary, 
pronounces  them  to  be  cc  more  neceilary  than  ever/’  and  then, 
without  a  fyllable  of  authority,  but  probably  with  a  view  to  charges; 
made  upon  them  in  our  parliament,  adds,  fome  perfons  prefume 
to  fay ,  that  they  govern  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  and  the  empire, 
as  if  they  were  the  deliberating  bodies  !”  The  afleinbly  did  not 
think  it  fo  prefumptuous  to  fay  this.  On  thefe  very  grounds,  two. 
months  after,  they  decreed,  though  in  vain,  the  diflolution  of  thofe 
clubs.  But,  perhaps,  the  moft  perfect  pattern  of  infidious  altera¬ 
tion  in  every  kind,  occurs  on  the  fubjeeft  of  making  war  and  peace. 
In  the  fir  ft  place,  an  unfair  infinuation  againft  the  king  is  aggra¬ 
vated  into  a  diredb  Charge;  a  complaint  of  all  former  treaties,  as, 
having  facrificed  the  territories  of  France,  is  then  omitted,  probably 
on  account  of  its  tendency  to  give  ferious  alarm  in  other  countries; 
and  finally,  the  confequent  defence  of  the  affembly’s  right  to  revife 
all  treaties  of  peace  before  they  fhould  be  valid,  is  converted,  with 
fome  additions,  into  a  declamation  againft  the  royal  prerogative  of 
making  war. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  thefe  obfervations  to  impute  any  blame  to 
refpedtable  works,  which  may  have  incautioufly  copied  thefe  papers 
from  the  ufual  fources  of  political  information.  Compilers  muft, 
m  fome  degree,  rely  upon  fuch  authorities.  It  feemed  however 
highly  neceftary,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to  put  the  public  on  their 
guard  againft  men,  who  can  carry  on  a  treacherous  and  malignant 
warfare  by  poifoning  the  fprings  of  hiftory.  Some  mifehief,  it  is 
apprehended,  may  have  been  already  done  in  this  inftance ;  and 
more  might  hereafter  be  the  confequence,  if  the  antidotes  of  de¬ 
tection  and  expofure  were  not  to  be  applied. — Two  fliort  fabrica¬ 
tions,  fuch  as  our  duty  has  here  compelled  us  to  notice,  are  more 
calculated  to  injure  the  caufe  of  truth,  than  volumes  of  detailed 
mifreprefentations  in  the  form  of  partial  narratives  :  for  it  is  by  the 
teft  of  documents  like  thefe,  and  not  by  the  catalogue  of  qualifi¬ 
cations,  which  writers  may  arrogate  to  themfelves,  that  the  merits 
©f  difeordant  accounts  mull  be  ultimately  tried.  * 

;  Declaration 
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Declaration  of  the  King,  addrefed  to 
all  the  People  of  France,  upon  his 
Departure  from  Paris. 

WHILE  the  king  could  hope 
to  fee  the  order  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  kingdom  revived  by  the 
meafures  of  the  national  aflembly, 
and  .by  his  refidence  near  that  af¬ 
fembly,  in  the  capital,  he  regretted 
DO  perfonal  facrificc  ;  nor  ihould  he 
have  obje&ed  to  the  nullity  with 
which  an  abfolute  privation  of  free¬ 
dom  has  infefled  all  his  proceed¬ 
ings  fince  the  month  of  Oflober 
1789,  if  that  hope  had  been  ful¬ 
filled  :  but  now  that  his  only  re- 
compence  for  fo  many  fiicrifices,  is 
to  behold  the  defirudiion  of  royal¬ 
ty  ;  to  fee  all  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  difovvned ;  all  property 
violated  ;  perfonal  fafety  every 
where  endangered;  crimes  remain¬ 
ing  unpuniihed  ;  and  perfect  anar¬ 
chy  domineering  over  the  laws, 
\yhile  that  fcmblance  of  authority 
given  him-  by  the  new  confiitutiou 
is  infufficient  for  repairing  any  one 
of  thofe  evils  with  which  the  king¬ 
dom  is  afflicted;  the  king,  after 
having  folemnly  protefted  again!]: 
all  the  afts  which  emanated  from 
him  during  his  captivity,  believes 
that  he  ought  to  fubmit  to  the  view 
of  France,  and  of  the  whole  world, 
a  detail  of  his  own  conduft,  and  of 
that  of  the  government  which  has 
eftablifhed  itfelf  in  the  king¬ 
dom. 

In  the  month  of  July  1789,  his 
majefiy,  in  order  to  remove  all 
caufe  of  jealoufy,  fent  away  the 
troops  which  he  had  not  called 
around  his  perfon  until  a  fpirit  of 
revolt  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  Paris, 
and  even  in  the  regiment  of  his  own 
guards.  The  king,  relying  on  his 
eonfcience  and  the  rectitude  of  his 


intentions,  was  not  afraid  to  come 
alone  among!!  the  armed  citizens  cf 
the  capital. 

On  the  5th  of  Odlober  of  the 
fame  year,  the  king,  who  had  long 
anticipated  thofe  commotions  which 
the  famous  were  endeavouring  to 
excite,  was  informed  of  what  wa§ 
going  forward  fufiiciently  early  to 
allow  of  his  withdrawing  to  any 
place  he  chofe ;  but  he  feared  that 
his  departure  might  be  made,  a  pre¬ 
text  for  kindling  a  civil  war  ;  and 
he  chofe  rather  to  facrifice  himfelf, 
and,  what  was  more  agonizing  to 
his  heart,  to  endanger  the  lives  of 
thofe  perfons  whom  he  held  moil 
dear.  All  the  world  knows  die 
events  of  the  night  of  the  6th  of 
October,  and  the  impunity  which 
has  drawn  a  veil  over  them  for 
nearly  two  years.  God  alone  has 
prevented  the  commifiion  of  the 
greateil  crimes,  and  averted  from 
the  French  nation  a  ftain  which 
would  have  been  indelible. 

The  king,  yielding  to  the  mani- 
feft  defire  of  the  Parifxan  army, 
came,  and,  with  his  family,  efta- 
blifhed  his  refidence  in  the  palace 
of  the  Thuilleries.  More  than  an 
hundred  years  hadelapfed  fince  any 
king,  except  Louis  the  XVth,  dur¬ 
ing  his  minority,  had  made  this  pa¬ 
lace  his  conftant  refidence.  No¬ 
thing  was  ready  to  receive  the  king  : 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  apart¬ 
ments  is  fuch  as  by  no  means  to  af¬ 
ford  the  conveniencies  to  which  his 
majefiy  was  accuftomed  in  the  other 
royal  houfes,  and  which  every  pri¬ 
vate  perfon  in  eafy  circumfiances 
enjoys.  Notwithftanding  the  re- 
firaint  laid  upon  him,  and  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  every  kind  which 
attended  the  king’s  change  of  a- 
bode;  faithful  to  the  fyftem  of  fa¬ 
crifice  on  which  his  majefiy  had 
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refolved  for  procuring  public  tran¬ 
quillity,  he  believed  it  his  duty,  on 
the  day  after  his  arrival  in  Paris, 
to  fatisfy  the  provinces  concerning 
his  refidence  in  the  capital;  and  to 
invite  the  national  affembly  to  come 
to  him,  and  continue  their  labours 
in  the  fame  city. 

But  a  facrifice  dill  more  pain- 
ful  was  referved  for  the  heart  of  his 
majelly:  it  was  thought  neceffary 
to  remove  from  him  his  body¬ 
guards,  of  vvhofe  fidelity  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  biilliant  proof  on  the  fatal 
morning  of  the  6th  indant.  Two 
of  them  had  fallen  vidtims  of  their 
attachment  to  the  king  and  his  fa¬ 
mily ;  and  many  more  were  fe- 
Verety  wounded  in  confequence  of 
their  dridt  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  king,  who  had  forbidden 
them  to  fire  on  the  deluded  multi¬ 
tude.  Great  art  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  factious  to  reprefent  in 
dark  colours  this  corps,  fo  faithful, 
who  had  now  carried  to  the  high  ell: 
point  that  good  conduct  which  they 
had  ever  obferved.  But  it  was  not  fo 
much  again!!  the  body-guards  that 
their  defigns  were  levelled,  as  a- 
gainft  the  king  himfelf;  they  fought 
to  infulate  him  entirely,  by  depriv¬ 
ing  him  of  the  fervice  of  thofe 
guards,  vvhofe  minds  they  had  not 
been  able  to  delude,  though  they 
had  fucceeded  with  the  French 
guards,  who  a  Ihort  time  before 
were  the  model  of  the  army. 

To  the  lbldiers  of  this  lad  regi¬ 
ment,  already  taken  into  the  pay  of 
the  city  of  Paris,  and  to  the  na¬ 
tional  guards  of  the  fame  city,  the 
guarding  of  the  king  has  been  con¬ 
fided.  Thefe  troops  are  entirely 
under  the  orders  of  the  municipa¬ 
lity  of  Paris,  by  whom  alio  their 
commander  in  chief  is  appointed. 


The  king,  thus  guarded,  faw  himfelf 
a  prifoner  in  the  midft  of  his  dates  ; 
for  what  but  a  prifoner  can  a  king 
be  diled,  who  can  only  command 
his  guard  on  occafions  of  parade ; 
who  cannot  appoint  one  of  them; 
and  who  is  obliged  to  endure  the 
-fight  of  many  perfons  round  him, 
with  whofe  ill  intentions  towards 
him  and  his  family  he  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted?  It  is  not  to  criminate 
the  Parifian  national  guards,  or 
troops  of  the  line,  that  the  king  fets 
forth  thefe  fadts ;  it  is  that  the  ex-* 
adl  truth  may  be  known  ;  and  in 
making  it  known,  he  has  done  judice 
to  that  zeal  for  good  order,  and  that 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  which,  in 
general,  thefe  troops  have  fhewn 
when  left  to  adl  from  the  didlates  of 
their  own  minds,  and  not  led  aftray 
by  the  clamours  and  the  fallhoods 
of  fadticn. 

But  the  more  the  king  facrificed 
for  the  good  of  his  people,  the  more 
the  fadlious  laboured  to  ieffen  the 
value  of  thofe  facrifices,  and  to  re¬ 
prefent  royalty  under  the  falfed  and 
mod  odious  colours. 

The  calling  together  the  dates 
general;  the  doubling  of  the  depu¬ 
ties  of  the  third  edate  ;  the  pains 
which  the  king  had  taken  to  fmooth 
all  the  difficulties  which  could  re¬ 
tard  the  affembling  of  the  dates 
general,  and  thefe  which  arofe  after 
their  opening ;  all  the  retrench1* 
ments  which  the  king  had  made  in 
his  perfonal  expences ;  all  the  fa¬ 
crifices  he  offered  to  his  people  in 
the  feffioil  of  the  23d  of  June;  in 
fine,  the  union  of  the  orders,  effedt- 
ed  by  the  manifedation  of  the  king’s 
defire,  a  meafure  which  his  m'ajedy 
then  judged  indifpenfable  for  put¬ 
ting  the  dates  general  in  motion ; 
all  his  cares,  all  his  labours,  all  his 

generality. 
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generofity,  all  his  devotion  to  h’s 
people;  all  has  been  mifconftrued, 
all  has  been  perverted. 

When  the  ftates  general,  having 
taken  upon  them  the  name  of  the 
National  Affembly,  began  to  em¬ 
ploy  themfelves  about  the  conftitu- 
tion,  it  muft  be  recollected  what 
memorials  the  factious  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  get  tranfmitted  from  many 
provinces,  and  what  commotions 
were  raifed  in  Paris,  to  prevent  the 
deputies  from  adhering  to  a  very 
principal claufe  contained  in  all  their 
inftruCtions,  which  imported  that  the 
power  of  kgijlation  Jhotild  be  exercifed 
in  concert  with  the  km?.  In  con- 

#  o 

tempt  of  this  claufe,  the  affembly 
put  the  king  altogether  out  of  the 
conftitution ;  by  refufmg  him  the 
right  of  granting  or  denying  his  a  f- 
fent  to  fuch  articles  as  the  affembly 
fhould  deem  conflitutional ;  referving 
to  themfelves  the  right  of  ranging 
in  that  cl  a  fs  all  fuch  as  they  thought 
proper;  and  with  refpeCt  to  thofe 
which  are  purely  legiflative,  re- 
ftraining  the  royal  prerogative  to 

right  of  fufpenfion  to  the  third  le- 

iflature  :  a  right  wholly  illuflve, 
many  examples  too  evidently 
prove. 

What  now  remained  for  the  king, 
but  the  vain  phantom  of  royalty  ? 
They  gave  him  twenty-five  mil¬ 
lions  for  the  expence  of  his  civil 
iff;  but  the  fplendour  of  the  houfe- 
told  which  it  was  neceffary  to 
tnMntain  for  fupporting  the  honour 
md  dignity  of  the  crown  of  France, 
ind  the  expences  which  were  thrown 
•ipon  him  even  after  this  effablifti- 
nent  was  made,  muft  have  abforbed 
t  entirely. 

They  left  him  the  ufufruCl  of 
pme  of  the  domains  of  the  crown, 
ubje&ing  the  enjoyment  to  many 
rkfome  forms,  'ihefe  domains  are 


but  a  {mall  part  of  thofe  pofTeffed 
by  the  kings  of  France  from  all 
antiquity,  and  of  the  patrimonies  of 
his  majefty’s  anceftors,  which  had 
been  annexed  bv  them  to  the  crown* 
It  may  be  confidently  advanced, 
that  if  all  thefe  objeCts  were  united, 
their  amount  would  greatly  ex¬ 
ceed  the  fums  allowed  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  king  and  his 
family,  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  the 
people  would  be  at  no  expence  ofi 
that  account. 

One  remark,  which  it  afflicfts  the 
king  to  make,  is  the  attention  fliewn 
in  every  arrangement,  refpe&ing 
the  finances,  and  all  other  objefls, 
to  feparate  the  fervices  rendered  to 
the  king  perfonally  from  thofe  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  ftate  ;  as  if  thefe  objefts 
were  not  abfolutely  infeparable, 
and  that  the  fervices  done  to  the 
king  in  perfon,  were  not  done  alfo 
to  the  ftate. 

It  will  be  proper  now  to  examine 
the  different  parts  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  as  they  follow  in  order. 

Department  cf  Juflice. — The  king 
has  no  participation  in  forming  the 
laws :  he  has  the  Ample  right  of 
fufpending  to  the  third  legiflature 
fuch  articles  as  are  not  reputed  con- 
ftitutional;  and  of  praying  the  af¬ 
fembly  to  take  into  confederation 
fuch  or  fuch  affairs;  but  without  the 
right  of  propofing  them  in  form. 
Juftice  is  adminiftered  in  the  king’s 
name  ;  the  judges  commiflions  are 
ifliied  by  him,  but  this  is  merely 
matter  of  form,  and  the  king  has 
only  the  nomination  of  the  king’s 
commiffioners.  Thefe  officers,  whofe 
offices  are  newly  created,  exercife 
only  part  of  the  fun&ions  of  the 
late  procurators  general:  they  are 
only  to  fee  that  all  forms  are  duly 
executed  :  the  public  part  of  the 
buftnefs  has  devolved  on  another 

officer 
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officer  of  juftice.  Thefe  commif- 
fioners  hold  their  places  for  life,  and 
are  not  removeable ;  while  the 
judges  mud  be  removed  every  fix 
years.  A  decree  of  the  aficmbly 
has  deprived  the  king  of  that  nobleft 
prerogative  which  is  every  where 
attacked  to  royalty-r-that  of  remit¬ 
ting  or  commuting  puniihments. 
"j'hotjgh  laws  are  ever  fo  per  feci, 
tjiere  mull  hill  be  unforefecn  cafes 
for  which  they  cannot  provide :  it 
mu  ft  then  be  the  jurors  who  would 
in  faff  have  the  right  of  (hewing 
mercy  by  conftruing  the  law  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  pleafure,  however 
the  matter  might  feem  othervvife. 
£efides  this,  how  would  fuch  an 
arrangement  diminifh  the  majefty 
of  the  king  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  fo  long  accuftomed  to  recur  to 
him  in  their  exigencies  and  dif- 
treffes,  and  to  behold  him  as  a 
common  father,  able  to  alleviate 
all  their  diftrefies ! 

The  Interior  Adminijiraticn . — This 
is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  de¬ 
partments,  the  diftri&s,  and  the  mu¬ 
nicipalities  :  multitudinous  fprings, 
which  mull  embarrafs  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  grand  machine,  and 
frequently  thwart  the  action  of  each 

i  *  j  m 

other.  All  there  bodies  are  elected 
by  the  people,  and,  according  to 
the  decrees,  have  no  concern  with 
government  but  in  the  execution  of 
decrees,  or  of  thofe  private  orders 
which  are  as  fequels  to  them.  They 
have,  on  one  fide,  no  favour  to 
expedt  from  government;  and  on 
the  other  fide,  the  modes  of  pu- 
laiihing  or  reftraining  their  faults, 
as  eftablifhed  by  the  decrees,  are 
fo  complicated,  that  they  can  reach 
none  but  extraordinary  cafes,  and 
this  almoft  defeats  that  fuperinten- 
dence  which  nrinifters  oup-ht  to  have 

O 

over  them.  Thefe  bodies  have  in 


other  refpedts  acquired  little  force 
or  confederation.  The  focieties  of 
the  friends  of  the  conftitution  (of 
which  notice  will  be  hereafter 
taken)  which  are  not  refponfible, 
poffefs  much  greater  fhength,  and 
thus  the  adtiqn  of  government  is 
annihilated.  Since  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  thefe  bodies,  many  ex¬ 
amples  have  proved,  that  however 
well  they  were  dilpofed  to  main¬ 
tain  good  order,  they  did  not  dare 
to  employ  the  means  provided  by 
law  to  effedl  it,  from  fear  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  impelled  by  very  different  in— 
legations. 

The  eledlorgl  bodies,  although 
they  have  no  adtion  of  tliesnfelves, 
and  are  reftrained  to  eledtions,  pof¬ 
fefs  real  force  from  their  combined 
numbers  and  their  biennial  continu¬ 
ance  ;  and  from  that  fear,  fo  natural 
to  men,  more  efpccially  to  men  who 
have  no  eftablifhed  fit'uation,  of 
difpleafmg  thofe  by  whom  they 
may  be  ferved  or  injured. 

The  difpofal  of  the  military 

forces  is  placed  by  the  decrees  in 

the  hands  of  the  king.  He  has 

been  declared  fupreme  head  of  the 

array  and  marine.  Hut  the  bufinefs 
•> 

of  forming  thefe  two  bodies  has  been, 
traniadfed  in  the  committees  of  the 
aftembly,  without  the  king’s  par¬ 
ticipation ;  every  thing,  even  to,  the 
leak  regulation  in  diicipline,  has 
been  done  by  them  :  and  if  there 
has  been  left  to  the  king  a  third  or 
fourth  part  of  the  nominations,  ac¬ 
cording  to  circumftances,  this  right,, 
however,  becomes  almoft  nugatory, 
from  the  obftacles  and  contradic¬ 
tions,  out  of  number,  vvhich  each 
takes  upon  itfelf  to  oppofe  to  the 
king’s  will.  He  has  been  feen 
under  the  neceftity  of  doing  over 
again  all  that  had  been  done,  fey 
the  general  officers,  in  the  army, 

*  becaufe 
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becaufe  their  arrangements  did  not 
pleafe  the  clubs,  in  yielding  thus, 
his  majefty  would  not  expofe  the 
virtuous  and  gallant  foldiers,  and 
fubjeft  them  to  that  violence  which 
would  certainly  have  been  exercifed 
againft  them,  as  has  been  feen  in 
too  many  affii&ing  examples.  The 
clubs  and  the  adminiftrative  bodies 
have  intermeddled  in  all  the  in¬ 
terior  regulations  of  the  troops 
with  which  even  the  adminiftrative 
bodies  fhould  not  have  the  lead 
connexion,  who  have  only  a  right 
to  call  upon  the  public  force  when 
they  think  there  is  occafion  for 
employing  it:  they  have  fometimes 
availed  themfelves  of  this  rit>ht,  for 

w 

thwarting  the  arrangements  made 
by  government  in  quartering  the 
troops;  fo  that  it  has  often  hap¬ 
pened  where  they  ought  to  have 
been  there  were  none  found.  It  is 
to  the  clubs  alone  that  fhould  be 
attributed  that  fpirit  of  revolt 
againft  their  officers,  and  againft 
military  difeipline,  which  has  ipread 
through  fo  many  regiments ;  and 
which,  if  order  is  not  effectually 
re-eftablifhed,  will  prove  the  de- 
ftruCtion  of  the  army.  What  muft 
an  army  become  without  officers, 
and  without  difeipline  ?  Inftead  of 
being  the  ftrength  and  fafety  of  the 
ftate,  it  will  prove  its  terror  and  its 
fcourge.  How  will  the  French 
foldiers,  when  their  eyes  are  open¬ 
ed,  blufti  at  their  conduct,  and  in 
what  abhorrence  will  they  behold 
thofe  who  have  perverted  the  good 
order  which  reigned  in  the  army 
and  marine  of  France!  Fatal  al¬ 
teration,  effected  by  thofe  who  en¬ 
couraged  the  foldiers  and  failors 
to  frequent  clubs !  The  king  has 
ever  thought  that  the  laws  fhould 
be  equal  towards  all:  officers  who 
baye  done  wrong  fhould  be  punifti- 


ed;  but  they  fhould,  as  well  as  pri¬ 
vate  foldiers,  be  punifhed  according 
to  eftablifhed  laws  and  ufages.  Every 
door  fhould  be  open  for  merit  to 
difplay  itfelf,  and  obtain  promotion. 
Every  comfort  which  can  be  given 
to  the  foldiery  is  juft  and  neceffary; 
but  there  can  be  no  army  without 
officers,  or  without  difeipline;  and 
neither  can  exift  while  the  foldiers 
believe  themfelves  entitled  to  judge 
the  condudl  of  their  commanders. 

F oreign  Affairs . — The  nomina¬ 
tion  of  minifters  to  foreign  courts 
has  been  referved  to  the  king,  as 
well  as  the  conducting  of  negocia- 
tions:  but  his  power  of  chufing  is 
equally  null  and  void  in  this  in- 
ftance  as  in  refpeCt  to  officers  of 
the  army:  this  was  exemplified  in 
the  laft  nomination.  The  revifion 
and  confirmation  of  treaties  being 
referved  for  the  national  affembly, 
and  the  appointment  ofi  diplo¬ 
matic  committee  abfolutely  deftroys 
the  fecond  prerogative.  The  right 
of  making  war  would  be  nugatory, 
becaufe  it  would  be  nothing  Ihort 
of  frenzy  in  a  king,  who  neither  is 
or  wilhes  to  be  defpotic,  to '  rufli 
headlong  to  attack  another  king¬ 
dom,  when  the  will  of  his  people 
oppofed  it,  and  that  they  would 
grant  no  fupplies  for  its  fupport. 
But  the  right  of  making  peace  is 
entirely  of  another  kind.  The 
king,  who  is  one  with  the  nation, 
who  has  no  intereft  but  that  of  the 
nation  ;  knows  its  rights,  its  wants, 
and  its  refources;  and  is  not  afraid 
to  enter  into  fuch  engagements  as 
appear  proper  to  him  for  enfuring 
happinefs  and  tranquillity :  but 
when  treaties  muft  be  fubmitted  for 
revifion  and  confirmation  to  the 
national  affembly,  no  power  will  be 
willing  to  receive  engagements 
which  may  be  broken  by  others 
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belides  the  party  with  whom  he 
contra&s ;  and  then  all  the  powers 
mull  centre  in  the  affembly.  •  With 
whatever  opennefs  negociations 
might  be  carried  on  in  another 
place,  would  it  be  poffible  to  intruft 
any  fecret  to  an  affembly  whole  de¬ 
liberations  are  neceffarily  public  ? 

Finances.-** The  king  had  declar¬ 
ed,  even  before  the  calling  of  the 
Hates  general,  that  he  acknowledg¬ 
ed  in  the  affemblies  of  the  nation 
the  right  of  granting  the  fupplies, 
and  that  he  would  lay  no  farther 
imports  on  the  people  without  their 
confent.  All  the  c abler s  *  of  the 
deputies  to  the  Hates  general  agreed 
in  placing  the  arrangement  of  the 
finances  foremoft  in  the  lift  of  ob- 
je&s,  on  which  the  aflembly  were 
to  deliberate  :  and  fome  even  add¬ 
ed  articles  of  reftri&ion,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  a  decifion  of 
this  point  previous  to  any  other  bu- 
ftnefs.  The  king  removed  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  thefe  reftridtions 
might  have  occafioned,  by  freely 
coming  forward,  and  granting,  in 
the  felfion  of  the  23d  of  June,  all 
that  had  been  defired,  On  the  4th 
of  February  1790,  the  king  him- 
felf  prayed  the  aflembly  to  confider 
effectually  this  important  objedt,  in 
which  they  had  proceeded  but 
ftowly  and  imperfedlly.  There  has 
not  to  this  day  been  drawn  up  any 
correCt  table  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  ;  and  the  refources  to 
make  good  the  deficit,  are  fubmitted 
to  hypothetical  calculations.  The 
aflembly  haitened  to  abolifh  thofe 
imports,  the  weight  of  which  did,  in 
truth,  preffi  much  upon  the  people, 
but  which  furnifhed  a  fure  income; 

*  Written  inftru&ions  delivered  by  th 
previous  to  their  going  to  the  affembly. 
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and  fubftituted  in  their  room  an 
import:,  almoft  a  ftngle  one,  the 
exaCl  levying  of  which  might,  per¬ 
haps,  be  attended  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty.  The  ordinary  taxes  are 
at  prefent  much  in  arrears,  and  the 
extraordinary  fupply  of  the  firft 
twelve  hundred  thoufarid  affignats 
is  nearly  exhaufted.  The  expences 
of  the  departments  of  war  and  ma¬ 
rine,  inftead  of  being  diminifhed,  are 
increafed ;  without  including  the 
expence  occafioned  by  the  neceftary 
armaments  in  the  courfe  of  laft 
year.  As  to  the  adminiftration  of 
the  department  of  finance,  the 
wheels  of  the  machine  have  been 
greatly  multiplied  by  the  admini- 
ftrative  bodies  of  the  diftridts  being 
made  receivers  of  the  taxes.  The 
king,  who  was  the  firft  to  feel  no 
apprehenfion  at  making  public  the 
accounts  of.  his  adminiftration  of 
the  finances,  and  who  had  manifefted 
his  will  that  public  accounts  ftiould 
be  eftablifhed  as  a  rule  of  govern¬ 
ment,  has  been,  if  it  be  poffible, 
more  eftranged  to  this  department 
than  the  others :  and  the  preju¬ 
dices,  the  jealoufies,  and  the  recri¬ 
minations  againft  government,  have 
been  more  abundantly  poured  forth 
on  this  than  any  other  fubjedt.  The 
regulation  of  the  funds,  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  impofts,  the  fub-divi- 
fion  of  them  qnongft  the  depart¬ 
ments,  the  reward  of  part:  fervices, 
all  have  been  taken  from  under  the 
king’s  fuperintenclance,  and  no¬ 
thing  is  left  to  him  except  a  fe\w 
nominations  to  barren  offices :  he 
has  not  even  the  difpofal  of  any 
gratuities  for  the  relief  of  indi¬ 
gence.  The  king  knows  the  dif- 

conflituents  to  their  refpedlive  deputies  j 
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Acuities  of  this  adminiftration,  and 
if  it  were  poffible  for  the  machine 
of  government  to  go  on  without 
his  immediate  infpe&ion  into  the 
management  of  the  finances,  his 
majefty  would  regret  nothing  but 
his  want  of  power  to  afiift  perfonal- 
ly  in  eilablifhing  fuch  permanent 
order  as  might  produce  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  impofts  (an  objedt  which, 
it  is  well  known,  his  majefty  has 
always  ardently  defired,  and  which 
he  would  have  effected,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  expences  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war)  and  his  having  no  longer 
the  difpofal  of  fuccours  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  unfortunate. 

In  fine,  the  king  has  been  de¬ 
clared,  by  the  decrees,  fupreme 
chief  of  the  adminiftration  of  the 
kingdom:  but  fubfequent  decrees 
have  directed  the  organization  of 
the  miniftry  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  king,  at  whom  thefe  decrees 
direflly  point,  can  make  no  change 
without  new  decificns  of  the  aflembly. 
The  fyllem  adopted  by  the  heads  of 
the  predominant  fadlion,  of  making 
all  the  agents  of  government  the 
objedts  of  fufpicion  and  diftruft, 
has  been  fo  well  followed  up,  that 
it  is  now  become  almoft  impofiible 
to  fill  the  offices  of  adminiftration. 
No  government  can  proceed  or 
fubfitt  without  a  mutual  confidence 
between  the  governors  and  govern¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  laft  laws  propofed  in 
the  national  aflembly,  relpedting 
the  punilhment  to  be  inflidied  on 
the  minifters,  or  agents,  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  who  Ihould  be  *  guilty 
of  malverfation,  or  judged  to  have 
exceeded  their  authority,  mull:  give 
rife  to  all  manner  of  inquietudes : 
thefe  penal  arrangements  extend 
even  to  the  fubalterns  in  office. 


which  muft  deflroy  all  fubordi- 
nation ;  as  inferiors  ought  never 
to  judge  the  orders  of  their  fu- 
periors,  who  are  refponfible  for 
whatever  they  command.  Thefe 
regulations,  from  the  multiplicity 
of  provillons,  and  the  kinds  of  of¬ 
fences  which  are  there  indicated, 
tend  only  to  infpire  diPcruft,  inflead 
of  that  confidence  which  is  fo  ne- 
ceflary. 

.  This  form  of  government,  fo 
vicious  in  itfelf,  is  rendered  fill! 
more  fo  by  the  following  caufes : 

Firfl.  The  aflembly,  by  means  of 
their  committees,  are  every  mo¬ 
ment  exceeding  the  limits  prefcrib- 
ed  them :  they  employ  themfelves 
about  thofe  affairs  which  pertain 
only  to  the  interior  adminiftration 
of  the  kingdom,  and  to  that  of 
juftice,  and  thus  accumulate  all  the 
powers.  They  even  exercife,  by 
their  committee  of  refearches,  a 
real  defpotifm,  more  barbarous  than 
any  of  thofe  which  hiitory  has  ever 
recorded. 

In  the  fecond  place,  there  are 
eftablilhed  in  all  the  cities,  and 
even  in  many  towns  and  villages, 
aflociations  known  under  the  name 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitution : 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  decrees, 
thefe  allow  no  foeiety  to  exift  which 
is  not  affiliated  with  them;  by  which, 
is  formed  an  immenfe  body  cor¬ 
porate,  more  dangerous  than  any 
of  thofe  which  formerly  exifted. 
Without  any  authority  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  even  in  contempt  of  all 
the  decrees,  thefe  focieties  delibe¬ 
rate  on  all  the  parts  of  government, 
correfpond  among  themfelves  on 
all  objects,  make  and  receive  de¬ 
nunciations,  poll  up  their  refolu- 
tions  about  the  ftreets,  and  have 
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acquired 
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acquired  fuch  a  preponderance, 
that  all  the  adminiftrative  and  ju¬ 
diciary  bodies,  not  excepting  the 
national  aflembly  itfelf,  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  obedient  to  their  orders. 

The  king  does  not  believe  it 
poffible  to  govern  a  kingdom,  fo 
extenflve  and  of  fuch  importance  as 
France,  by  the  means  eftablifhed  by 
the  national  aflembly,  as  they  exift 
at  prefent.  His  majeftv,  in  granting 
to  all  the  decrees,  indiferiminately, 
a  fandion  which  he  well  knew  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  refufe,  has 
been  guided  by  thedefire  of  avoid¬ 
ing  all  difcuffion,  which  experience 
taught  him  was  at  lead  of  no  ule ; 
he  moreover  feared  it  would  be 
thou that  he  wimed  to  retard  or 
defeat  the  labours  of  the  national 
aflembly,  in  the  fuccefs  of  which 
the  nation  took  fo  great  an  interefl; 
he  placed  his  confidence  in  the  fage 
perfons  of  that  aflembly,  who  mult 
have  known  that  it  is  eafier  to  de- 
flroy  a  government,  than  to  con- 
ilrud  another  on  a  very  different 
bafis.  They  have  many  times  per¬ 
ceived  the  necefiity,  at  the  time  of 
the  revifion  of  their  decrees,  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  flrength  of  adion,  and  re-adion, 
neceffary  to  all  government:  they 
knew  alfo  the  utility  of  infpiring 
For  the  government,  and  for  the 
laws,  which  ought  to  affure  the 
profperity  and  date  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual,  fuch  confidence  as  ihould 
bring  back  into  the  kingdom  all 
thofe  citizens  who,  fome  by  dif* 
content^  but  more  by  fear  for  their 
lives  or  their  property,  had  been 
forced  to  emigrate. 

But  the  nearer  the  affembly  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  conclufion  of  theij- 
labours,  the  more  thefe  fag;e  per- 
fons  are  perceived  to  lofe  their 
credit ;  while  thofe  regulations 


which  can  ferve  only  to  impede* 
and  even  render  impradicable,  the 
condud  of  government,  and  infpire 
for  it  nothing  but  didr u It  and 
hatred,  are  every  day  augmenting. 
The  other  laws,  indead  of  pouring 
falutary  balm  into  the  wounds 
which  are  dill  bleeding  in  many 
provinces,  tend  only  to  increafe 
their  inquietudes,  and  fharpeii  their 
difeon tents.  The  fpirit  of  the 
clubs  domineers  over  and  pervades 
all:  the  multitude  of  calumnious 
and  feditious  pamphlets,  which  are 
every  day  difperfed,  are  but  their 
echos,  and  prepare  men’s  minds  to 
be  conducted  as  they  pleafe.  The 
national  affembly  have  never  dared 
to  remedy  this  licentioufnefs,  fo 
very  different  from  true  liberty: 
they  have  lod  their  credit,  and  even 
the  drength  which  would  have 
been  neceflary  for  retrading  any 
of  their  meafures,  and  altering  what 
they  judged  to  want  correction.  It 
is  evident  from  the  fpirit  which 
reigns  in  the  clubs,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  the  new  primary  aflemblies; 
what  is  to  be  expeded  from  them; 
and  if  they  difplay  any  difpofition 
to  retrad  in  fome  points,  it  is  only 
that  they  may  deitrqy  the  remains 
of  royalty,  and  eflablifh  a  meta- 
phyfical  and  philofophical  govern¬ 
ment,  which  can  never  be  reduced 
to  pradice. 

People  of  France  !  was  this  what 
you  intended  by  fending  reprefen- 
tatives  to  the  national  aflembly  ? 
Did  you  defire  that  anarchy,  and 
the  defpotifm  of  clubs,  ihould  re¬ 
place  that  monarchical  government 
under  which  the  nation  has  profpered 
during  fourteen  hundred  years?  Did 
you  defire  to  fee  your  king  over¬ 
whelmed  with  outrages,  and  de- 
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pfived  of  his  liberty,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  was  employed  in  eitablilh- 
ing  yours  ? 

The  love  of  their  kings  is  one  of 
the  virtues  of  Frenchmen,  and  his 
majefty  has  perfonally  received  fuch 
touching  marks  of  it  as  he  never 
•can  forget.  The  factious  are  well 
convinced,  that  while  that  love 
fubfifts,  their  work  can  never  be 
completed:  they  are  equally  con¬ 
vinced,  that  in  order  to  weaken 
that  love  it  is  neceffary,  if  poflible, 
to  annihilate  the  refped  with  which 
it  is  always  accompanied;  and  this 
is  the  caufe  of  thole  outrages  which 
the  king  has  received  during  the 
two  laft  years,  and  of  all  the  other 
ills  which  he  has  fuffered  :  his  ma¬ 
jefty  will  not  here  re- trace  the  me¬ 
lancholy  pidure ;  he  wifhes  only  to 
make  known  to  his  faithful  fubjeds 
the  temper  of  the  factious,  who  are 
tearing  the  bofom  of  their  country 
under  pretence  of  regenerating  it. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  en- 
thufiafm  felt  for  Mr.  Neckar,  to 
procure  for  him,  even  under  the 
eyes  of  his  majefty,  a  triumph  fo 
much  the  more  fplendid,  becaufe 
thofe  who  were  hired  for  the  pur- 
pofe  affeded  at  the  fame  time  to 
pay  no  attention  to  the  prefence  of 
the  king.  Emboldened  by  this  firil 
eiTay,  they  dared  on  the  enfuing 
day,  at  Verfailles,to  infult  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  Paris,  purfue  him,  throw 
ftones  at  him,  and  put  his  life  in 
imminent  danger.  When  the  in- 
furredion  broke  forth  at  Paris,  a 
courier  whom  the  king  had  lent 
was  publicly  arrefted,  his  papers 
rummaged,  and  the  king’s  letters 
opened.  During  this  time,  the  na¬ 
tional  alfembly  feemed  to  infult  the 
forrows  of  his  majefty,  by  employ¬ 
ing  themfelves  only  in  heaping 
marks  of  efteem  on  thofe  very  mi- 


nifters  whofe  recal  ferved  as  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  infur  region,  though  they 
have  not  fince  met  with  better  treat¬ 
ment  on  that  account.  The  king 
being  determined  to  bear,  himfelf, 
the  words  of  peace  into  the  capita], 
thefe  apoftates  took  great  care  to 
prevent  the  fhouts  of  Vive  le  R0y  / 
fo  natural  to  the  French;  and  the 
harangues  which  they  addrefled  to 
his  majefty,  fo  far  from  containing 
expreffions  of  acknowledgment", 
were  filled  with  the  bittereit  irony. 

At  the  fame  time  they  accuftom- 
ed  the  people  more  and  more  to 
difpife  monarchy  and  the  laws.  Ait 
attempt  was  made  by  the  populace 
at  Verfailles,  to  hang,  two  huflars 
at  the  gate  of  the  cafile  ;  a  parricide 
was  refcued  by  them  from  punilh- 
ment,  and  they  made  a  Hand 
againft  a  detachment  of  chafleurs 
intended  to  maintain  order:  whilft 
a  maniac  made  a  motion  publicly, 
in  the  Palais-Royal,  to  go  to  Ver¬ 
failles,  hurry  away  the  king  and  his 
fon,  bring  them  under  a  guard  to 
Paris,  and  flmt  up  the  queen  in  a 
convent :  and  this  motion,  inllead 
of  being  rejetled  with  the  indigna¬ 
tion  it  delerved,  was  applauded; 
The  alfembly  themfelves,  not  con¬ 
tented  with  degrading  royalty  by 
their  decrees,  affeded  to  defpiie  the 
pesfon  of  the  king,  by  receiving,  in 
a  manner  which  could  not  properly" 
be  qualified,  the  obfervations  of  his 
majefty  on  the  decrees  of  the  nights 
of  the  4th  and  5th  of  Qdober. 

In  fine,  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  arrived.  To  relate  the  events 
of  thofe  days  would  be  fuperfluous, 
and  his  majefty  will  fpare  his  faith¬ 
ful  fubjeds  the  pain  of  hearing 
them;  but  he  cannot  forbear  re¬ 
marking  the  condud  of  the  aflem- 
bly  during  thofe  horrible  fcenes :  fo 
far  from  any  thought  of  preventing 

them, 
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them,  or  at  leaft  of  flopping  them, 
they  remained  tranquil,  and  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  replying  to 
a  motion,  which  propofed  their  re¬ 
moving  in  a  body,  and  taking  their 
llation  near  the  king,  that  it  was 
not  confident  with  their  dignity. 

From  that  moment  almoft  every 
day  has  been  marked  by  new  fcenes 
more  afhi&ing  than  the  preceding 
ones  to  his  majefly,  or  elfe  by  new 
infults  offered  to  his  perfon.  Scarce¬ 
ly  was  the  king  come  to  the  Thuil- 
leries,  when  an  innocent  woman  was 
maffacred,  and  her  head  paraded 
through  Paris  almoft  under  the  eyes 
ofhismajefty.  In  many  provinces 
thofe  who  appeared  attached  to  the 
king:  as  their  monarch,  or  to  him 

o  m 

perfonally,  were  perfecuted  ;  many 
even  loft  their  lives;  while  the  king 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  caufe  the 
aftaffms  to  be  punifhed,  or  to  fhew 
his  concern  for  the  event.  Even 
in  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries 
all  the  deputies  who  had  fpoken 
againft  royalty,  or  againft  religion, 
(for  the  faftious  in  their  rage  had 
no  more  refpett  for  the  altar  than 
the  throne)  received  the  honours  of 
a  triumph ;  while  thofe  who  a£led 
differently  were  every  moment  in- 
fulted,  and  heard  their  lives  con¬ 
tinually  menaced. 

At  the  federation  of  the  14th  of 
July  1790,  the  affembly,  in  naming 
the  king,  by  a  fpecial  decree,  to  be 
the  chief  at  that  ceremony,  fhewed 
that  they  thought  it  in  their  power 
to  name  another.  At  this  fame  ce¬ 
remony,  notwithftanding  the  king’s 
defire  to  the  contrary,  the  royal 
family  were  feated  in  a  place  fe- 
-parate  from  that  which  he  oc¬ 
cupied;  a  thing  unheard  of  till 
the  prefent  time.— -It  was  during 
this  federation  that  the  king  puf¬ 
fed  the  fweeteft  moments  of  his 


flay  in  Paris.  He  paufes  with 
fatisfa&ion  on  the  remembrance 
of  thofe  proofs  of  attachment  and 
affection  which  were  given  him 
by  all  the  national  guards  of 
France  affembled  at  that  cere¬ 
mony. 

The  king’s  minifters ;  thofe  very 
minifters  whom  the  affembly  had 
forced  the  king  to  recall,  or  whofe 
nomination  they  had  applauded, 
have  been  all,  except  one,  con- 
llrained  by  force  of  infult  or  of 
threats,  to  quit  their  fituations. 

Mefdames,  the  king’s  aunts,  who 
had  remained  conftantly  with  him, 
determined  by  a  religious  motive, 
were  difpofed  to  go  to  Rome :  the 
factious  would  not  allow  them  that 
liberty  which  belongs  to  every  per¬ 
fon,  and  which  is  eftablifhed  by  the 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  man :  a 
crowd  of  people,  urged  on  by  the 
factious,  proceeded  to  Bellevue,  in. 
order  to  ftop  the  princeffes,  but  this 
blow  having  failed  by  their  hafty 
departure,  the  mob  were  not  difcon- 
certed,  they  went  to  Monfieur,  un¬ 
der  pretence  that  he  intended  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  princelfes ; 
and  though  they  derived  from  this 
expedition  nothing  more  than  the 
pleafure  of  fhewing  him  an  infult, 
it  did  not,  according  to  their  fyftem, 
entirely  fail  of  fuccefs.  But  though 
the  princeffes  could  not  be  over¬ 
taken  at  Bellevue,  means  were 
found  to  ftop  them  at  Arnai-le- 
Duc;  and  it  was  neceffary  to  ob¬ 
tain  orders  from  the  national  af¬ 
fembly,  before  they  were  permitted 
to  continue  their  journey,  the  orders 
of  the  king  being  defpifed. 

Scarcely  had  the  news  of  this 
arreft  arrived  in  Paris,  when  en¬ 
deavours  were  ufed  to  make  the 
national  affembly  approve  this  vio¬ 
lation  of  liberty;  the  attempt  Jxnv- 
7  ever. 
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ever,  having  failed,  an  infurreftion 
was  excited  to  conftrain  the  king  to 
oblige  the  princeffes  to  return :  but 
the  good  conduct  of  the  national 
guard  (of  which  the  king  ardently 
teftifies  his  fatisfadion)  having  dif- 
perfed  the  crowd,  they  had  recourfe 
to  other  means.  It  was  not  dif¬ 
ficult  for  them  to  obferve  that, 
whenever  the  leak  commotion  was 
perceived,  a  great  number  of  faith¬ 
ful  fubjeds  repaired  to  the  Thuil- 
leries,  and  formed  a  kind  of  bat¬ 
talion,  capable  of  retraining  the  ill- 
intentioned:  they  excited  a  rifing 
of  the  people  at  Vincennes,  and  de- 
fignedly  fpread  a  report  that  they 
would  feize  that  opportunity  of 
coming  to  the  Thuilleries :  this  was 
to  make  the  defenders  of  the  king 
aftemble  as  they  had  done  before, 
and  then  to  mifreprefent  the  inten* 
tion  of  their  affembling  to  the  na¬ 
tional  guards,  by  attributing  to 
them  thofe  very  defigns,  and  of¬ 
fences,  againft  which  they  had 
taken  arms.  They  fucceeded  fo 
well  in  fouring  the  minds  of  the 
national  guards,  that  the  king  had 
the  ahlidion  of  feeing  ill-treated, 
under  his  eye’s,  and  without  his 
having  power  to  defend  them,  thofe 
who  had  given  him  the  moll  affedt- 
ing  proofs  of  their  attachment.  It 
was  in  vain  that  his  majefty  de¬ 
manded  in  perfon  the  arms  which 
had  rendered  them  fufpedted;  it 
was  in  vain  that  they  gave  him 
this  laft  mark  of  their  devotion ; 
nothing  could  reftrain  their  infa¬ 
tuated  purfuers,  who  carried  their 
audacity  fo  far  as  to  feize  and 
break  thofe  arms  which  had  been 
depofited  with  the  king. 

At  this  time  the  king,  having 
been  ill,  wifhed  to  take  advantage 
of  the  return  of  fpring  for  going 
to  Saint  Cloud,  where  he  had  the 
Vpl.  XXXIII. 


preceding  year  fpent  part  of  the 
ipring,  and  the  autumn.  As  this 
journey  took  place  in  the  Holy 
week,  they  laid  hold  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  known  attachment  to  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  his  fathers,  to  excite  men’s 
minds  againft  him;  and  on  Sunday 
evening  the  club  of  the  cordeliers 
caufed  a  refolution  to  be  polled  up, 
in  which  the  king  himfelf  was  ar¬ 
raigned  as  refraftory  to  the  Jaw. 
The  next  day  his  majefty  got  into 
his  carriage,  in  order  to  proceed  on 
his  journey ;  but  when  he  came  to 
the  gate  of  the  Thuilleries,  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  people  appeared  ready  to 
oppofe  his  paftage ;  and  it  is  pain¬ 
ful  though  necelfary  to  add,  that 
the  national  guard,  far  from  re¬ 
fraining  the  feditious,  united  with, 
them,  and  fopped  the  horfes  of  the 
king’s  carriage  themfelves.  It  was 
in  vain  that  Mr.  de  la  Fayette  did 
all  in  his  power  to  make  the  guard 
fenfible  of  the  enormity  of  their 
conduit:  nothing  had  any  effeft; 
the  moil  infolent  language,  the 
molt  abominable  propofitions,  rung 
in  his  roajelty’s  ears:  the  perfons  of 
the  houfehold,  who  were  with  the 
king,  haltened  to  make  around  him 
a  rampart,  at  leaf:  of  their  bodies, 
if  the  intentions,  which  were  too 
plainly  manifefted,  Ihould  be  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  But  it  was  ne- 
ceftary  that  the  king  (hould  drink 
of  the  chalice  even  to  the  dregs: 
his  faithful  fervants  were  now  tom 
from  him  by  violence  ;  and,  in  line, 
after  having  endured  for  an  hour 
and  three  quarters  all  thefe  outrages, 
his  majelt y  was  conftrained  to  return 
into  his  prifon;  for,  after  what  had 
juft  happened,  what  other  appella¬ 
tion  can  be  given  tohiS  palace?  The 
king’s  firft  care  was  to  fend  for  the 
dire&or  of  the  department,  charged 
by  the  ftate  with  watching  over  the 
*  R  public 
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public  tranquillity  and  fafety,  and 
to  inform  him  of  all  that  had 
happened.  The  next  day  the  king 
went  himfelf  to  the  national  affem- 
bly,  to  make  them  fenfible  how  re¬ 
pugnant  thefe  proceedings  were, 
even  to  the  new  conftitution ;  but 
new  infults  were  the  only  fruit 
which  the  king  derived  from  thefe 
two  meafures :  he  was  obliged  to 
confent  to  the  removal  of  his 
chaplains,  and  the  majority  of  his 
great  officers ;  to  approve  a  let¬ 
ter  which  his  minifter  had  written 
in  his  name  to  foreign  courts;  and, 
in  fine,  to  afiift  at  the  mafs  on  Eafter- 
day  with  the  new  vicar  of  St.  Ger¬ 
main  l’Auxerrois. 

With  all  thefe  incitements,  and 
finding  it  impofiible  for  him  to  ef¬ 
fect  any  good,  or  to  prevent  any 
evil,  is  it  furprifing  that  the  king 
has  fought  to  recover  his  liberty, 
and  to  place  himfelf  and  his  family 
in  a  place  of  fafety  ? 

Frenchmen,  and  you  above  all, 
Parifians !  you  inhabitants  of  a  city 
which  the  anceftors  of  his  majefty 
took  a  pleafure  in  calling  the  good 
city  of  Paa-is,  learn  to  fufpefl  the 
fuggeftions,  and  the  untruths,  of 
your  falfe  friends:  return  to  your 
king :  he  will  always  be  your  fa¬ 
ther,  your  beff  friend.  What  plea¬ 
fure  will  he  have  in  forgetting  all 
his  perfonal  injuries,  and  in  feeing 
himfelf  again  in  the  midff  of  you  ! 
when  a  conftitution,  which  he  fhall 
have  accepted  freely,  has  made  our 
holy  religion  refpeded ;  when  go¬ 
vernment  fhall  be  effablifhed  on 
a  footing  fteady,  yet  allowing  ufe- 
ful  action ;  when  the  property  or' 
condition  of  no  man  fhall  be 
troubled ;  when  the  laws  fhall  be 
no  more  infringed  with  impunity; 
and,  in  fine,  when  liberty  fhall  be 


fettled  on  a  firm  and  immoveable 
foundation. 

At  Paris,  the  20th  of  June,  1791. 

Signed  Louis. 

The  king  forbids  his  minifters  t® 
fign  any  order  in  his  name,  until 
they  have  his  farther  orders :  •  he 
enjoins  the  keeper  of  the  feal  of 
the  ffate  to  fend  it  to  him,  when  it 
fhall  be  required  on  his  part. 

At  Paris>the  20th  of  June,  1791. 

Signed  Louis. 


%*  The  following  Account  of  the 
Marnier  in  which  the  foregoing  Decla¬ 
ration  was  communicated  to  the  Afjem- 
hly ,  is  taken  from  their  proceedings  of 
the  2\f  of  June. 

Mr.  la  Porte,  intendant  of  the  civil 
lift  (being  at  the  bar,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  decree,  requiring, 
him  to  bring  the  king’s  declara¬ 
tion)  faid,  that  that  morning  at 
eight  o’clock,  there  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  a  packet,  in  which  he  found 
a  memorial  written  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  hand,  of  which  he  had 
read  only  the  firffc  and  the  laff 
pages:  that  he  immediately  car¬ 
ried  this  memorial  to  the  minifter 
of  juftice,  who  advifed  him  to 
take  it  to  the  prefident  of  the 
national  affembly;  that  he  had 
with  this  view  fought  for  the  pre¬ 
fident,  but  could  not  find  him. 

The  prefident  demanded  of 
him,  whether  he  had  the  memo¬ 
rial  ;  and  by  whom  it  was  brought 
to  him? 

He  anfwered,  that  he  had  the 
memorial,  and  that  it  had  been 
brought  to  him  by  a  domeftic  be¬ 
longing 


♦ 


STATE  PAPERS,  1791.  *233 


longing  to  a  valet-de-chambre  of 
the  king. 

On  being:  interrogated,  if  he 
knew  the  name  of  that  man,  he 
anfvvered,  that  he  did  not;  but 
that  it  would  be  eafy  to  know 
it,  if  the  affembly  would  give  the 
order. 

A  member  demanded,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  memorial  fhould  be  read 
to  the  affembiy,  M.  la  Porte 
fhould  be  required  to  write  down, 
and  depofit  on  the  table,  the  ac¬ 
count  which  he  had  to  give.  M. 
la  Porte  in  confequence  wrote, 
and  delivered  to  the  prefident, 
the  following  declaration. 

b  * 

“  I  the  underligned,  declare, 
that  at  eight  o’clock,  a  domeflic 
belonging  to  the  king’s  firft  valet- 
de-chambre  brought  to  me  a 
fealed  packet,  on  which  my 
name  was  written,  in  the  hand  of 
his  majefly.  This  packet  in- 
clofed  a  memorial,  written  in  the 
king’s  hand,  and  figned.  I  have 
notread  it:  but  having  feen  a 
poftfcript,  containing  an  order  to 
the  minifters,  I  went  immedi¬ 
ately  to  M.  Duport-Dutertre, 
minifter  of  juftice.  This  minii- 
ter  advifed  me  to  go  diredlly  to 
the  prefident  of  the  national  af¬ 
fembiy.  Not  finding  him,  I  re¬ 
turned  home,  from  whence  I, am 
now  come,  only  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  national  affem¬ 
biy,  who  have  dire&ed  me  to 
place  the  memorial  on  the  table. 


and  to  fign  the  prefent  decla¬ 
ration. 

At  Paris,  June  the  21  ft,  1791. 

La  Porte. 


June  the  2 2d. 

Proclamation  of  the  National  Af¬ 
fembiy  to  the  People  of  France. 

(In  anfwer  to  the  king’s  decla¬ 
ration.) 

An*  atrocious  enterprize  againft 
the  laws  has  di (covered  it- 
felf.  The  National  Affembiy  ap¬ 
proached  the  end  of  their  long  la¬ 
bours;  the  conftitution  was  finifhed  ; 
the  tumults  of  the  Revolution  were 
fubfiding;  and  the  enemies  of  the 
public  weal  have  refolved  by  one 
criminal  a£t  to  facrifice  the  whole 
nation  to  their  vengeance.  The 
king,  and  the  royal  family,  were 
carried  off  in  the  night  between  the 
20th  and  2 1  ft  of  this  month. 

Your  reprefentatives  will  tri¬ 
umph  over  this  obiiacle:  they  have 
meafured  the  extent  of  the  duties 
impofed  upon  them.  Public  liberty 
fhall  be  maintained;  confnirators 
and  flaves  fhall  be  taught  to  know 
the  intrepidity  of  the  founders  of 
French  liberty;  and  we  folerrtnly 
engage,  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  to 
avenge  the  law  or  to  die. 

The  French  are  refolved  to  be 
free;  and  they  fhall  be  free.  En¬ 
deavours  are  ufed  to  make  the  re¬ 
volution  recede,  but  it  fhall  not  re- 


% 
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*  The  original  is,  Un  grand  attentat  <y lent  de  fe  commettre.  It  is  impoffible 
to  tranflate  this  ;  the  Englilh  language  has  no  one  word  that  anfwers  to  attentat , 
which  properly  means,  any  a£l  of  an  inferior  jurifdiftion,  in  contempt  of  a  fu  - 
perior.  Something  like  the  general  meaning  of  the  paffage  is  attempted  to  be 
given  above,  but  with  great  diftruft. 
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cede. 
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cede.  Frenchmen!  fuch  is  your 
w  il,  and  your  will  fhall  be  accom¬ 
pli  died. 

The  bufmefs  then  is  to  apply  the 
law  to  the.  date  of  the  kingdom  at 
this  moment.  The  king  in  the  con¬ 
ditution  exercifes  the  royal  prero¬ 
gative  of  refufing  or  fanClioning  the 
decrees  of  the  leg  illative  body ;  he 
is  befides  the  chief  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power;  and  in  this  lad  capacity 
he  caufes  the  laws  to  be  executed 
by  miniders  who  are  refponfibie. 
If  the  fird  public  functionary  dc~ 
ferts  his  pod,  or  is  carried  off  againft 
his  will,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation,  inveded  with  all  .the  powers 
necedary  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  date,  and  for  invigorating  go¬ 
vernment,  have  a  right  to  luppiy 
his  place.  In  pronouncing  that  af¬ 
fixing  the  feal  of  the  date,  and  the 
fignature  of  the  minider  of  judice, 
ihail  trive  to  decrees  the  character 
and  authority  of  law,  the  national 
condituent  adembly  have  exercifed 
an  indifputable  right.  Under  the 
fecond  relation  of  the  king  to  the 
conditution,  it  is  no  lefs  eafy  to  find 
a  fubditute.  In  faCt,  no  order  from 
the  king:  can  be  carried  into  efreCt 
unlefs  counterdgned  by  the  mrnif- 
ter,  who  remains  refponfibie  for  it : 
a  fimple  declaration,  which  fhould 
order  minilters  to  act  provifionally 
under  their  refponfibility,  without 
the  king’s  fignature,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

After  having  provided  the  means 
of  completing  and  fecuring  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  the  dangers 
of  the  prefent  crifis  are  removed 
with  regard  to  the  internal  af¬ 


fairs  of  the  kingdom,  Againfl 
foreign  attacks,  a  fird  re-inforce- 
ment  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
national  guards  is  ordered  for  the 
army.  Thus  internally  and  exter¬ 
nally  France  has  every  means  of 
fecurity,  if  men  will  not  fuffer  their 
minds  to  be  panic-druck,  but  pre¬ 
fer  ve  moderation.  The  national 
con  diluent  adembly  is  in  its  place;  all 
the  public  powers  edablifhed  by  the 
conditution  are  in  aCtion;  the  pa- 
triotifm  of  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and 
its  national  guards,  whofe  zeal  is 
above  all  praife,  watch  around  your 
reprefentatives;  -  the  afitive  citizens 
of  the  whole  kingdom  are  enrolled, 
and  France  is  able  to  expeCt  her 
enemies. 

Ought  France  to  fear  the  confe- 
quences  of  a  writing,  extorted,  be¬ 
fore  his  departure,  from  the  feduced 
king,*  whom  weihall  not  think  in- 
excufable,  except  in  the  lad  extre¬ 
mity?  The  ignorance  and  the  pre¬ 
tentions  of  tiiofe  by  whom  it  was 
dictated  can  fcarcely  be  conceived. 
This  writing,  if  your  intereds  re¬ 
quire  it,  fhall  hereafter  be  confider- 
ed  more  at  large;  but  it  is  our  duty 
to  give  fome  idea  of  it  here. 

T  he  national  adembly  have  made 
a  folemn  declaration  of  political 
truths;  they  have  difeovered,  or  ra¬ 
ther  re- edablifhed,  the  fac.ed  rights 
of  mankind ;  and  this  writing  pre- 
fents  again  the  theory  of  Oavery. 

Frenchmen  !  it  calls  to  your  re¬ 
collection  the  day  of  the  23d  of 
June,  when  the  ch  ef  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  or  the  fird  public  func¬ 
tionary,  dared  to  dictate  his  abfolute 
will  to  your  reprefentatives,  charged 

g,  “  that  they  fhall  not  think 
is  wholly  fuppreded  in  the  fade 

by 


*  This  exnredion  of  tendernefs  toward  the  J 
him  mexcuiable  but  in  the  lad  extremity/1 
ttanflation. 


tc  e; 
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by  your  orders  to  renovate  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

The  writers  of  that  paper  have 
not  been  afraid  to  make  mention 
in  it  of  that  army  which  menaced 
the  national  afiembly  in  the  month 
of  J uly.  They  have  dared  to  make  a 
merit  of  having  removed  it  from  the 
deliberations  of yourreprefentatives. 

The  national  afiembly  lamented 
the  events  of  the  6th  of  October; 
they  ordered  the  guilty  to  be  profe- 
cuted ;  and  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to 
di (cover  fome  brigands  amidft  a  ge¬ 
neral  infurredlion  of  the  people,  the 
afiembly  are  accufed  of  letting  them 
remain  unpuniihed :  great  care  is  ta¬ 
ken  to  avoid  relating  the  outrages 
which  provoked  thefe  diforders. 
The  nation  was  more  juft  and  more 
generous;  they  no  more  reproached 
the  king  with  the  violences  exer- 
cifed  under  his  reign,  and  under  the 
reigns  of  his  anceftors. 

They  have  dared  in  this  writing 
to  advert  to  the  federation  of  the 
14th  of  July  in  the  lad  year;  but 
what  is  the  circumftance  which  re¬ 
mains  imprefied  on  the  memory  of 
its  authors?  It  is,  that  the  fird  pub¬ 
lic  fun&ionary  was  placed  only  at 
the  head  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation.  In  the  midd  of  all  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  national  guards,  and 
the  trooos  of  the  line  of  the  kins;- 
dom,  the  king  there  pronounced  a  fo- 
lemn  oath  :  this  is  the  circumdance 
which  they  have  forgotten  !  The 
oath  of  the  king  was  free;  for  he 
fays  himfelf,  that  “  it  was  during  the 
“  federation  he  pafied  the  fweeted 
u  moments  of  his  day  in  Paris; 
“  that  he  paufed  with  fatisfadiion 
“  on  the  remembrance  of  the  proofs 


<f  of  attachment  and  affe&ion  there 
“  given  him  by  the  national  guards  . 
“  of  all  France.”  If  the  king  does 
not  one  day  declare,  that  he  was 
drawn  away  by  the  fa&ious,  his 
perjury  ought  to  be  publilhed  to 
the  whole  world. 

Is  there  occafion  for  running 
through  fo  many  reproaches  fo  ill 
founded?  They  would  fay,  that  the 
people  are  made  for  kings,  and  that 
clemency  is  the  only  duty  of  thofe 
kings;  that  a  great  nation  ought  to 
regenerate  itfelf  without  any  agita¬ 
tion,  without  didurbing  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  the  pleafures  of  the  king  and 
his  court.  Some  diforders  have  at¬ 
tended  the  revolution; '  but  ought 
the  antient  defpotifm  to  complain 
of  the  evils  which  it  has  produced  ? 
And  is  it  decent  in  that  defpotifm 
to  exprefs  adonidiment,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  fliould  not  always  have  kept 
within  bounds  in  difperfing  that 
mafs  of  corruption  formed  in  a  fe- 
i  ies  of  ages  by  the  crimes  of  abfo- 
lute  power? 

Addredes  of  felicitation  and 
thanks  have  come  in  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  thefe,  it 
is  faid,  are  the  work  of  the  facti¬ 
ous:  yes,  without  doubt,  of  twenty- 
four  millions  of  fa&ious. 

It  was  neceflary  that  all  the 
powers  fhould  be  re-conftituted,  be¬ 
caufe  all  were  corrupted ;  becaufe 
a  frightful  debt,  accumulated  by 
the  ignorance  and  diforders  of 
government,  was  precipitating  the 
nation  into  an  abyfs.  We  are  re¬ 
proached  for  not  fubje&ing  thecon- 
ftitution  to  the  king’s  refufai;  but 
royalty  is  efiablifhed  for  the  fake  of 
the  people  only ;  and*  if  great  na¬ 
tions 


*  This  feems  to  admit  the  moral  necejjlty  of  monarchy  for  a  great  nation  ;  but 
the  falfe  trar.flation  finks  it  to  a  voluntary  obligation,  and  weakens  the  force  of  the 
x  fen  te  nee 
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tions  are  obliged  to  maintain  a 
kingly  government,  it  is  becaufe 
that  form  is  the  fafe- guard  of  their 
happinefs.  The  conftitution  has  left 
the  king  his  prerogative  and  his 
true  character.  Your  reprefenta- 
tives  would  have  added  criminally 
if  they  had  facrificed  twenty -four 
millions  of  citizens  to  the  into reft 
of  one  man. 

The  labours  of  the  people  fill  the 
treafury  of  the  hate  ;  it  is  a  facred 
idepofit.  The  firft  fy mptom  of  (la- 
very  is  to  cpnfider  the  public 
contributions  as  a  debt  paid  to 
•defpotifm*.  France  ought  to  be  on 
this  point  more  drift  than  any  other 
country.  The  national  afi'embly 
has  regulated  the  appropriation  of 
thefe  contributions  with  exadt  juf- 
tice;  they  have  provided  munifi¬ 
cently  for  the  expences  of  the  king  s 
by  a  condefcenhon  of  the  afi'embly 
he  himfelf  has  fixed  the  amount, 
and  nearly  thirty  millions  granted 
for  the  civil  lift  are  reprefented  as 
toe.  moderate  a  fum. 

The.  decree  on  war  and  peace 
takes  from  the  king  and  his  minif- 
ters  the  right  of  devoting  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  carnage,  according  to  the  ca¬ 
prices  or  the  views  of  the  court  : 
and  this  feems  to  be  a  fuhjedl  of  re¬ 
gret  1  A  fuccefiion  of  difaftrous  trea- 
ties  lias  facrificed  the  territories  of 
the  French  empire,  the  treafures  of 
the  date,  and  the  induftry  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens.  The  legifiative  body  bet¬ 


ter  underftand  the  interefts  of  the 
nation;  and  yet  we  are  reproached 
for  having  referved  to  that  body 
the  revifton  and  confirmation  of 
treaties  1  What  then  !  have  you  not 
had  fufficiently  long  experience  of 
the  errors  of  government? 

Under  the  antient  regimen,  the 
promotion  and  the  difeipiine  of  fol- 
diers  and  officers  of  the  land  and  fea 
fervice  were  abandoned  to  the  ca¬ 
price  of  miniftersf  The  national 
afi'embly,  attentive  to  their  welfare, 
has  reiiored  the  rights  which  be¬ 
longed  to  them;  the  royal  authority 
has  no  more  than  a  third  or  fourth 
part  of  the  appointments  to  difpofe 
of;  and  this  the  aathors  of  the  pa¬ 
per  do  not  find  fufficient, 

They  attack  your  judicature  with¬ 
out  even  dreaming  that  the  king  of 
a  great  people  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  the  adminifiration  of  juftice  any 
farther  than  in  caufing  the  laws  to 
be  obferved,  andjudgment  executed, 
They  are  dil'pofed  to  excite  diflatis- 
fadtion  concerning  the  right  of  par¬ 
doning-  offences  and  commuting 
punilhment;  and  yet  it  is  univer¬ 
sally  known  how  this  right  is  exer- 
cifed,  and  op  whom  monarchs  be- 
fiow  fuch  favours,** 

To  complain  of  being  no  longer 
at  liberty  to  diredt  all  the  parts  of 
the  adminifiration,  is  to  claim  mi- 
nifierial  defpotifm.  Certainly  the 
king  could  not  exercifeit  himfelf. 
The  choice  of  their  adminifirators 


fentence  that  follows.  The  whole  paftage  runs  thus:  iC  Does  not  royalty  exlfi 
for  the  peoplr  ?  and  if  a  great  nation  obliges  itfelf  to  maintain  it,  is  it  not  folely 
“  becaufe  it  is  bel:e-ved  ta  be  ufeful  ?" — This  (hews  the  aim  of  all  the  fraud  prac¬ 
ticed  with  thefe  papers.  It  is  levelled  at  the  general  principle  of  monarchy,  in  this 
and  every  country,  as  well  as  in  France. 

*  As  the  falfe  tranflation  was  intended  to  operate  here,  this  faving  claufe  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  other  countries  has  been  omitted ;  the  preceding  and  fubi'eguent  fentences 
have  been  alfo  altered. 

,  refis 


STATE  PAPERS,  1791.  *237 


■efts  with  the  people  ;  but  thefe 
fery  adminiftrators  are  under  the 
dng’s  authority  in  all  matters 
which  do  not  concern  the  affeffment 
impofts  :  he  can,  under  the-re- 
"ponfibility  of  his  minifters,  annul 
;heir  irregular  adts,  and  fufpend  the 
^xercife  of  their  functions. 

The  powers  once  feparated,  the 
legiflative  body,  like  all  other  pub¬ 
lic  powers,  muir  not  go  beyond  the 
limits  affigned  it.  In  default  of 
ninifters,  imperious  neceffity  has 
I'ometimes  forced  the  national  af- 
fembly  to  mingle,  in  fpite  of  itfelf,’ 
in  the  adminiftration.  It  is  not  for 
die  government  to  reproach  that 
affembly  on  this  account ;  it  ought 
to  be  told  that  it  no  longer  in- 
fpired  confidence ;  and  while  all 
the  people  of  France  inclined  to¬ 
wards  the  legiflative  body  as  the 
centre  of  adtion,  that  body  never 
bufied  itfelf  in  this  refpedt,  but  to 
make  fuch  difpofitions  as  were  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  prefer vation  of  li¬ 
berty.  Ought  it  to  give  continu¬ 
ance  to  any  diftruft  ?  You  may 
judge  after  the  departure  of  the  king. 

The  fadtion  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  departure,  has  drawn 
up  a  long  lift  of  reproaches,  to 
which  it  would  be  fo  eafy  to  reply, 
has  unmaficed  itfelf.  Imputations, 
frequently  renewed,  betray  their 
fource.  They  complain  that  the 
new  fyftem  is  complicated  ;  and,  in 
evident  contradidtion,  complain  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  biennial  du¬ 
ration  of  the  fundlions  cf  eledlors. 
[They  bitterly  reproach,  in  the  fo- 
jcieties  of  the  friends  of  the  confti- 
lution,  that  ardent  love  of  liberty 
which  has  fo  greatly  afiifted  the  re¬ 
volution,  and  which  may  be  ftill  fo 
ufeful,  if  under  the  prefent  circum- 


ftances  it  is  di  redied  by  a  patriotifrnt. 
always  prudent  and  enlightened. 

"  Is  it  neceffary,  in  fine,  to  fpeak 
of  the  infmuaticn  relative  to  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  ?  The  national  af¬ 
fembly,  you  know,  have  made  ufe 
only  of  the  rights  of  the  civil 
power;  they  have  reftored  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  firft  chriftian  ages ;  and 
it  is  not  the  intereft  of  heaven  that 
didlates  thefe  reproaches. 

Frenchmen  !  the  abfence  of  the 
king  will  not  arreft  the  adtivity  of 
government  ;  and  you  are  threat¬ 
ened  only  by  one  real  danger,  Ic 
is  your  part  t^  provide  againft  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  labours  of  induf- 
try,  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
contributions,  and  againft  that  ex¬ 
treme  agitation  which  may  over¬ 
turn  the  ftate  by  an  excefs  of  pa- 
triotifm,  or  at  the  inftigation  of  our 
enemies,  commencing  in  anarchy, 
and  ending  in  civil  war. 

This  is  the  danger  to  which  the 
national  affembly  calls  the  attention 
of  all  good  citizens ;  this  is  the  real 
misfortune  which  you  muft  avoid. 
Your  reprefentatives  exhort  you,  in 
the  name  of  your  country,  in  the 
name  of  liberty,  not  to  lofe  fight 
of  this  objedt.  It  is  in  critical  mo¬ 
ments  that  a  great  charadter  fhould 
be  developed  :  it  is  at  fuch  times 
that  private  animofities  and  private 
interefts  Ihould  difappear.  The 
people  who  have  recovered  liberty, 
fhould,  above  all  things,  fnew  that 
firm  tranquillity  by  which  tyrants 
are  appalled. 

The  grand,  almoft  the  only  ob¬ 
jedt  which  fhould  particularly  en¬ 
gage  us  until  the  moment  now  at 
hand,  when  the  national  affembly 
fhall  have  taken  their  definitive  re- 
folution,  is  the  maintaining  of  or¬ 
der. 
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der.  Order  may  exid  wherever 
there  is  a  central  point  of  autho¬ 
rity  ;  that  point  is  found  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  your  reprefentatives.  It 
will  fuffice  provifionaily,  if  the 
united  voice  of  citizens  pronounce 
with  energy  the  obligation  of  re- 
fpefting  the  law ;  if  the  public  force 
qf  the  army  of  the  national  guards, 
and  of  all  the  people  of  France, 
fupport  the  execution  of  the  law. 
*We  fhall  bewail  the  misfortunes  of 
our  king ;  we  fhall  call  down  the 
vengeance  of  the  laws  on  thofe  who 
have  drawn  him  from  his  pod ;  but 
the  empire  fhall  not  be  fhaken  ;  the 
activity  of  the  ad  numeration  of  juf- 
tice  fhall  not  relax.  Rally,  there¬ 
fore,  around  that  centre  on  which 
theprefervationof  France  depends ; 
watch  thofe  men  who  confider  pub¬ 
lic  calamities  but  as  affording  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  for  their  de¬ 
predations  :  unite  your  efforts  for 
preventing  violence ;  for  fecuring 
the  payment  of  the  contributions 
and  the  free  circulation  of  provi- 
fions ;  for  maintaining  the  fafety  of 
men’s  perfons,  and  of  all  kinds  of 
property.  Difplay  the  law  to  the 
guilty  ;  drengthen  the  conflitutional 
authorities  with  all  the  puiflance  of 
the  general  will ;  let  the  factious, 
who  require  the  blood  of  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  behold  order  preferved 
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in  the  midd  of  tempefls,  and  the 
conflitution  edablidiing  itfelf,  and 
becoming  more  dear  to  the  French 
from  the  blows  which  they  direct 
again d  it.  And,  in  fine,  let  the  dan¬ 
gers  which  were  defigned  for  you, 
involve  none  but  the  enemies  of 
your  welfare.  The  capital  may 
ferve  as  a  model  for  the  red  of 
France:  the  king’s  departure  caufed 
no  agitation  there  ;  and  our  enemies 
are  filled  with  defpair  at  feeing  Pa¬ 
ris  enjoy  perfect  tranquillity. 

f  There  are  outrageous  attempts 
againd  great  nations,  which  nothing 
but  generofity  could  make  them 
forget.  The  people  of  France 
were  fierce  in  fervitude ;  they 
will  now  difplay  the  virtues  and 
heroifm  of  liberty.  Let  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  conditution  know,  that 
to  fubjugate  anew  the  territories  of 
this  empire,  they  mud  annihilate 
the  nation :  defpotifm  may  form 
fuch  an  enterprize  if  it  will  ;  it 
mud  either  be  vanquilhed,  or  enjoy 
a  horrid  triumph,  over  a  pile  of 
ruins. 

(  Signed) 

Alexander  JBeauharn  ais, 

Prejideni, 

Mauriet,  Regnier,  Lecarlier, 
Fricaud,  Grenot,  Merle, 

Secretaries. 


*  This  conciliatory  expredion  towards  the  king,  has  not  left  a  trace  of  itfelf 
behind  in  the  falfe  tranflation.  The  four  lad  paragraphs  of  this  proclamation  (or, 
as  the  royal  dile  of  the  title  has  been  foftened  clown,  this  addrefs)  are  comprelfed 
into  two,  comparatively  fhort.  , 

f  The  two  fird  fentcnces  cf  this  paragraph  are  totally  fuppreffed. 


CHARACTERS, 


t . 


C  H  A  R  A 


Short  Account  of  Mr.  Ray;  from 
Dr.  Pulteney’s  Hiftorical  and  Bio¬ 
graphical  Sketches  of  the  Progrefs 
of  Botany  in  England vol.  i. 

JOHN  Wray,  or,  as  he  always 
fpelt  his  name  after  the  year 
1669,  Ray,  was  born  at  Black  Not- 
ley,  near  Braintree,  in  Elfex,  Nov. 
29,  1628.  His  father,  though  in 
fo  humble  a  fituation  as  that  of  a 
blackfmith,  fent  his  fon  to  the  gram- 
mar-fchool  at  Braintree;  and  in 
1644,  entered  him  at  Catherine 
Hall,  in  Cambridge ;  from  whence 
he  removed,  in  lefs  than  two  years, 
to  Trinity  College,  where  the  po¬ 
liter  fciences  were  more  cultivated. 
Dr.  Barrow  was  his  fellow  pupil, 
and  intimate  friend,  and,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  early  proficiencies, 
both  were  the  favourites  of  their 
learned  tutor.  Dr.  Duport.  He 
^as  chofen  minor-fellow  of  Trinity, 
mi649;  in  165 1,  was  made  Greek 
ledturer  of  the  college;  in  1653, 
mathematical  ledlurer;  and  in  1655, 
humanity  reader.  Thefe  appoint¬ 
ments  were  fufficient  tellimonies  of 
his  talents  and  abilities  at  this  ear¬ 
ly  period.  He  afterwards  paffed 
through  the  offices  of  the  college, 
and  became  tutor  to  many  gentle¬ 
men  of  honourable  birth  and  attain¬ 
ments,  who  gave  him  due  praife 
and  acknowledgments  for  his  watch- 
Vol.  XXXIII. 
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ful  care  of  them.  He  alfo  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf,  while  in  college,  as 
a  fenfible  and  rational  preacher,  and 
a  found  divine.  As  his  favourite 
ftudy  was  the  works  of  God,  he 
laid,  at  this  time,  in  his  college 
ledlures,  the  foundation  of  his 
(C  Wifdom  of  God  in  the  Creation,’* 
and  of  his  Three  Phvfico-  theolo- 

J 

gical  Dilcourfes ;”  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  fo  well  received  by  the 
public. 

At  the  period  when  Mr.  Ray 
turned  his  attention  to  the  lludy  of 
nature,  the  knowledge  of  plants 
was  not  highly  fuperior  to  the  date 
in  which  Turner  had  found  it,  in 
the  fame  place,  more  than  a  century 
before.  In  this  lludy  Ray  could 
find  no  mailer.  I  am  not  able  to 
fay,  that  a  iingle  publication,  of  a 
fcientific  nature,  on  the  fubjedl  of 
plants,  had  ever  appeared  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  ;  for  Maplet’s  44  Green  Fo¬ 
re  11  ”  will  fcarcely  be  thought  wor¬ 
thy  of  that  appellation.  Oxford 
had,  indeed,  not  only  experienced 
the  benefit  of  private  encourage¬ 
ment,  but  of  public  munificence,  in 
the  euablifhment  of  a  garden.  But 
at  the  filter  univerfity  Mr.  Ray 
Hood  alone,  himfelf  indeed  an  boll  I 
Self-taught  as  he  was,  and  full  of 
ardour,  he  fo  forcibly  difplayed  the 
utility  of  botanical  knowledge,  and 
its  intimate  connection  with  the 
B  arts* 
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arts,  and  conveniencies  of  life,  in-  nued  fellow  of  Trinity  College  till 
dependent  even  of  thofe  charms,  the  Bartholomew  adt ;  which,  as  he 
which  the  views  of  nature  ever  af-  did  not  fubfcribe,  neceffarily  fuper- 
ford  to  contemplative  minds,  that  feded  him.  This  event  took  place 
he  foon  made  it  an  objedl  of  atten-  Sept.  18,  1662. 
tion ;  and  numbered  among  his  af-  He  died  at  Black  Notley,  and 
fociates  in  thefe  ftudies,  Mr.  Nid,  a  was  buried,  as  Dr.  Derham  fays, 
fenior  fellow  of  his  own  college,  according  to  his  own  defire,  in  the 
Mr.  Francis  Willughby,  and  Mr.  church  of  that  parifh.  The  writers 
Peter  Courthope.  The  firft  of  thefe  of  the  “  General  Dictionary,”  in 
gentlemen  became  his  infeperable  the  mean  time,  inform  us,  that, 
companion;  but  he  had  the  misfor-  “  although  the  redtor  of  the  parifli 
tune  to  deplore  his  death,  a  little  “  offered  him  a  place  of  interment 
cime  before  the  publication  of  his  in  the  chancel  of  the  church,  yet 
hr  ft  work,  which  came  out  under  ‘‘  he  modeftly  refufed  it,  choofmg 
the  title  of  “  Catalogus  Plantarum  “  rather  to  be  buried  in  thechurch- 
circa  Cantabrigiam  nafcentiuin.  “  yard  with  his  ancellors.,  where  a 
Cantab.  1660.”  pp.  182 .  cum  Indi- '  “  monument  was  eredled  to  him,” 
cibus,  & c.  pp.  103.  1 20.  as  Dr.  Derham  relates,  at  the  charge 

Thefe  occupations,  however,  did  of  fome  of  his  friends,  with  a  Latin 
not  divert  Mr.  Ray  from  his  objedt  infcription;  which  may  be  feen  in 
of  entering  into  the  miniftry.  He  the  “  General  Didtionary,”  and  in 
was,  in  Dec.  1660,  ordained  both  Mr.  Scott’s  “  Remains;”  and  of 
deacon  and  prieft,  by  Dr.  Sander-  which  I  infertacopy  below  *. 
fon,  biihop  of  Lincoln,  and  conti-  As  Mr,  Ray  did  not  inherit  any 

paternal 

*  The  Infcription  on  Mr.  Ray’s  Monument. 

Eniditiflimi  Viri  Johannis  Raii,  M.  A. 

Quicquia  mortale  fuit 
Hoc  in  angufto  Tumulo  reconditum  eft. 

At  fcripta 

Non  unica  continet  Regio: 

Et  Fama  undiquaque  celeberrima 
Vet  at  Mori. 

Collegii  SS.  Trinitatis  Cantab,  fuit  olim  Socius, 

Nec  non  Societatis  Regiae  apud  Londinenles  Sodalis, 

Egregium  utriufque  Ornamentum. 

In  omni  Scientiarum  Genere, 

Tam  divinarum  quam  humanarum 
Verfatiflimus  s 

Et  ficut  alter  Solomon  (c\ji  forfan  unico  fecundus) 

A  Cedro  ad  Hyfl'opum, 

Ab  Animalium  maximis  ad  minima  ufque  Infedta 
Exquifitam  nadlus  eft  Nptitiam. 

Necde  ftantis  folum  quae  patet  Terrae  Facie, 

Accuratiflime  aifleruit ; 

Sed  et  intima  ipfius  Vifcera  fagaciflime  rimatus, 

Quicquid  notatu  dignum  in  Univerfi  Natura 
Defcripfit. 

Apud  exteras  Gentes  agens, 

Qu* 
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paternal  eftate,  and  had  often  re- 
fufed  preferment,  his  circum dances 
could  never  have  been  affluent;  and 
the  legacy  of  Mr.  Willughby  is  laid 
to  have  been  the  greateft  part  of 
what  he  enjoyed.  His  own  eflate, 
whatever  that  might  be,  he  fettled 
on  his  wife.  He  had  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  three  of  whom  furvived  him. 
(S  He  left  a  fmall  legacy  to  the  poor 
“  of  his  own  parilh,  and  five  pounds 
“  to  Trinity  College,  in  Cam- 
“  bridge,  to  purchafe  books  for  the 
“  library  there.  Ail  his  collections 
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“  of  natural  curiofities  he  bellowed 
“  on  his  friend  and  neighbour,  Mr. 
“  Samuel  Dale,  author  of  the  Phar- 
“  macologia,  to  whom  they  were 
“  delivered  about  a  week  before  his 
“  death.” 

Mr.  Ray’s  poftlmmous  papers 
were  entrulled  by  his  widow  to  the 
care  of  Dr.  Derham ;  who,  after 
publilhmg  the  “  Hilloria  Infedto- 
rum,”  feledled  a  number  of  his  let¬ 
ters,  and  printed  them,  in  17  iS* 
under  the  title  of  “  Philofophicaf 
Letters  betvveen  the  learned  Mr, 


Quae  aliorum  Oculcs  fugerant,  diligenter  expioravit, 

Mukrque  icilu  digniffima  primus  in  Lucerr  protulit. 

Quod  fupereft,  ea  Morurn  Simphcitate  prseditus, 

Ut  luerit  abique  Invidia  duel  us  : 

Sublimis  Ingenii, 

Et  (quod  raro  accidit)  demifh  iimul  Animi  et  medeflu 
Non  Sanguine  et  Genera  infignis, 

Sed  (quod  majus) 

Propria  Virtu te  illulhis. 

De  Opibus  Tituliique  cbtinendis 
Parum  follicitus, 

Hcecpotius  mereri  voluit,  quam  adipifei  :  ' 

Dum  fub  privatoLare  fua  Sorte  contenttis,' 

Fortuna  latitiori  dignus  confenuit. 

In  Rebus  aliis  fibi  Modum  facile  impofuit, 

In  Studiis  nullum. 

Qui  1 ,  pi  ura  ? 

Hiice  omnibus 

Pietatem  minim e  fucatam  adjunxit,' 

Eccielia?  Ahglicanae 
(Id  quod  fupremo  Habitu  cOnfirrnavit) 

Tot  us  et  ex  Animo  adclichrss 
Sic  bene  latuit,  bene  vixit  Vir  beatus, 

Quern  praefens  /Etas  colit,  Pollera  mirabitur* 

This  monument  beginning  to  want  repair  by  Handing  expofed  in  the  church¬ 
yard,  was  removed  and  fet  up  in  the  chancel  of  the  church ;  and  to  the  epitaph'  is" 
added,  on  the  table  of  the  eaft  fide,  what  follows  : 


Hoc  Cenotaphium 

Olim  irf  Ccemeterio  fub  Dio  po$tum,» 
Inclementis  Coeli  Injuriis  obliterafum, 
Et  tantum  non-collapfnm. 

Refecit  et  fub  Tedium  tranfpofuit- 
J.  Legge,  M.  Dy 
x-vi  kal.  Aprilis,  A.  D.  1737c 

On  the  weft- fide* 


J*  Ray,  J 


Nat.  29. 
Ob.  17. 


Nov*  162$, 

Jan.  1705-6. 

E  2 
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Ray  arid  feveral  of  his  Correfpon- 
dents,  natives  and  foreigners.”  8°. 
pp.  3 67. 

This  colle&ion  contains  218  let- 
.  ters;  of  which,  fixty-eight  were 
written  by  Mr.  Ray  himfelf.  Among 
his  correfpondents,  the  moft  frequent 
were  Dr.  Lite,  Sir  Philip  Skip- 
pon.  Dr.  Tancred  Robinfon,  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  Mr.  Lbvyd,  Mr.  Jef- 
fop,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Olden- 
burgh.  The  firft  of  Mr.  Ray’s  let¬ 
ters  bears  date  in  1667,  the  laft  in 
1705. 

The  correfpondence  cf  learned 
and  fcientiiic  men,  leldom  fails  to  be 
a  welcome  prefent  to  thofe  of  fimilar 
literature  and  purfuits ;  for,  befides 
the  perfonal  intereft  we  take  in  their 
concerns,  they  commonly  delineate, 
in  the  moft  faithful  colours,  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  writers,  frequently  as¬ 
certain  difcovenes,  and  enable  their 
fucceftors  to  trace  the  progrcfs.  of 
knowledge  in  a  more  interefting 
manner  than  by  hiftorical  detail. 

As  the  general  fubjeCl  of  thefe  let¬ 
ters  is  natural  hiftory,  fo  botany 
bears  a  prevailing  portion.  .  Befides 
numberlefs  critical  obfervations  that 
occur  on  particular  fpecies,  we  meet 
with  a  long  catalogue  of  the  rare 
plants  of  the  north  of  England,  by 
Mr.  Lawfon;  Dr.  Plukenet’s  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  firft  edition  of  the 
«  Synopfis;”  thofe  of  Dr. 'Prefton 
on  various  Britifh  plants;  a  paper 
of  Thomas  Willifel’s,  fpecifying  the 
different  kinds  of  trees,  on  which. 
In  his  travels,  he  had  feen  the  mif- 
feltoe  grooving;  and  a  lift  of  fuch 
exotics  as  were  thought  rare  at  that 
time  in  the  Chelfea  Garden,  and  at 
F  ulham. 

There  is,  moreover,  among  thefe 
letters,  an  interefting  paper,  written 
by  Mr.  Ray  himfelf,  in  anfwer.  to 
Hhe  queftion,  “  What  number  of 


«  plants  there  are  in  the  world?’5 
in  which'  he  difeuffes  the  difficulty, 
or  impoffibility,  of  gaining  fatisfac- 
tion  on  this  point,  arifing  from  the 
want  of  fufficient  bounds  between 
fpecies  and  variety.  He  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Royal  Society  fome 
remarks  on  this  head,  which  were 
printed  by  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  third 
volume  of  the  “  Hiftory  of  the 
Royal  Society.” 

Dr.  Derham  meditated  writing 
the  life  of  Mr.  Ray  ;  but  he  appears 
not  to  have  fully  executed  his  plan, 
His  papers,  however,  were  publifhed 
by  Mr.  Scott,  in  1760,  under  the 
title  of  “  Seledt  Remains  of  the 
“  learned  John  Ray.”  8°.  pp.  336. 
To  thefe  are  annexed  three  of  the 
Itineraries,  which  conftitute  the 
greater  part  of  the  book.  They 
are  evidently  fliort  notes  only,  never 
intended  for  the  public  eye.  Some 
of  Mr.  Ray’s  devotional  pieces  ac¬ 
company  this  collection ;  and  three 
letters  to  Dr.  Derham;  with  a  La¬ 
tin  letter  of  advice  and  inftruCtions 
to  his  pupils,  the  Mr.  Wiilughbys. 

There  is  faid  to  be  ftill  extant  a 
manufeript  of  Mr.  Ray’s,  under  the 
title  of  “  Catalogus  Plantarum  do- 
meftiearum  quie  alnntur  Catabri- 
gim  in  hortis  academicorum  et  op- 
pidanorum.”  In  this,  he  chiefly! 
makes  ufe  of  the  fynonyma  of  the 
two  Bauhines,  and  of  Gerard  anc 
Parkinfon. 

Mr.  Ray  had  the  Angular  happy 
nefs  of  devoting  fifty  years  of  hi; 
life  to  the  cultivation  of  the  feiened 
he  loved.  Incited  by  the  moft  ar| 
dent  genius,  which  overcame  inriu 
merable  difficulties  and  difeouragej 
ments,  his  labours  wrere,  in  the  end; 
crowned  with  a  fuccefs,  before  al 
moft  unequalled.  He  totally  re  j 
formed  the  ftudies  of  botany  ant 

zoology ;  he  raifed  them  to  th| 

dignitl 
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dignity  of  a  fcience,  and  placed 
them  in  an  advantageous  point  of 
view ;  and,  by  his  own  inveftiga- 
tions,  added  more  real  improve¬ 
ment  to  them  in  England,  than  any 
of  his  predecefiors. 

He  invented  and  defined  many 
terms,  exprefiive  of  ideas  before  un¬ 
known  to  the  naturalifls  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and* introduced  many  others, 
from  writers  of  the  bed  note.  As 
he  wrote  Latin  in  great  purity,  and 
with  great  facility,  he  gave  his  fub- 
jefts  all  the  embellishments  that 
learning  could  bellow;  and  his  ex- 
tenlive  erudition,  and  knowledge 
of  philofophy  at  large,  enabled  him 
to  add  many  collateral  ornaments, 
and  ufeful  obfervations,  with  an  ap¬ 
titude  and  judgment  that  lias  been 
much  applauded. 

The  extent  of  his  improvements 
in  fcience  procured  him  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  contemporaries,  and  have 
juftly  tranfmitted  his  name  to  pof- 
terity,  among  thofe  who  have  done 
honour  to  their  age  and  country. 
Even  learned  foreigners  have  been 
eloquent  in  his  praife.  French 
writers  have  filled  him  the  “  Eng- 
li-lh  Tournefort;”  an  eulogy  that 
fufficiently  evinced  the  high  opi¬ 
nion  they  had  of  his  merit.  And 
the  late  eminent  Haller  not  only 
attributes  to  Rav  the  merit  of  im- 
proving  and  elevating  botanical 
knowledge,  but  from  his  life  dates 
a  new  asra  in  the  records  of  the 
fcience. 

But  Mr.  Ray’s  enquiries  were 
not  limited  to  natural  knowledge. 
His  foreign  travels  and  his  itinera¬ 
ries  prove,  that  antiquities,  polity, 
government,  and  legislation,  attrac¬ 
t'd  a  fftare  of  his  regard;  as  his 
philological  books  are  evidences 
Qf  hC  attention  to  language,  and  of 
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his  defire  to  improve  and  illullrate 
his  native  tongue. 

To  all  thele  endowments  he  join¬ 
ed  an  unremitting  induflry  and  per- 
feverance/in  the  profecution  of  his 
ftudies;  and,  what  marks  a  forti¬ 
tude  of  mind  as  uncommon  as  it  is 
enviable,  his  affiduity  feemed  to 
firengthen  with  his  age,  and  to  bid 
a  defiance  to  the  encroachments  gof 
infirmity,  and  the  profpeft  of  difTo- 
lution.  I  call  to  witnefs  the  map-- 

o 

nitude  of  the  attempt,  and  fuccefsful 
ifiue  of  his  exertions,  in  writing  the 
fupplemental  volume  to  his  “  Hif- 
tory  of  Plants,”  and  in  beginning 
the  “  Hilloria  Infeftorum”  at  fo 
late  a  period  of  his  life. 

His  fingular  modefly,  affability, 
and  communicative  difpofition,  fe- 
cured  to  him 'the  efteem  of  all  who 
knew  him ;  and  his  eminent  talents 
as  a  naturalifi:  and  a  philofopher  pro¬ 
cured  him  many  patrons  and  friends, 
and  preferred  him  from  that  obfcu- 
rity,  which  would  otherwife  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  his  lot :  for,  notwitli- 
Handing  his  learning  and  probity, 
as  his  principles  did  not  accord  with, 
thofe  of  the  times,  they  were  adverfe 
to  his  fortune,  and  he  gained  no 
emoluments  in  the  church.  He 
had  relinquifhed  his  fellow  (hip  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Bartholo¬ 
mew  aft,  not,  as  fome  imagined, 
from  his  having  taken  the  Solemn 
League  and  Covenant  (for  that  he 
never  did,  and  often  declared,  that 
he  ever  thought  it  an  unlawful 
oath),  but  becaufe  he  could  not  de¬ 
clare,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
aft,  that  the  oath  was  not  binding 
qn  thofe  who  had  taken  it.  Hence 
too,  tits  conflant  refufal  of  prefer¬ 
ment  afterwards,  occafioned  him  to 
be  ranked,  by  many,  among  the 
non-conforruiib,  although  he  lived 
13  z 
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and  died  in  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  England.  He  had  feen,vvith 
deep  regret,  the  diforders  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  and  the  ufurpation,  and 
afterwards,  not  lefs,  the  threatening 
afpeCt  of  the  reign  of  James  II. 

His  Arong  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berty,  is  manifefled  by  his  animated 
Itile,  in  the  preface  to  his  “  Synop- 
fls;’-’  where  he  exprefles,  in  glowing 
terms,  his  joy  and  gratitude,  for 
having  lived  to  fee  thofe  ble  flings 
eftabliihed  by  the  Revolution. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Ray  cannot 
be  contemplated  by  thofe  who  have 
a  true  relilh  for  the  lludies  of  nature, 
without  a  high  fentiment  of  refpeCt 
$nd  gratitude;  nor  by  thofe  who 
conlider  the  exemplarinefs  of  his  life 
.as  a  man,  and  his  qualifications  as  a 
divine,  without  veneration. 

There  are  two  engraved  portraits 
gf  Mr.  Ray  prefixed  to  his  works, 
both  from  a  painting  by  Faithorne; 
one  by  W.  Elder,  before  his  “  Syl- 
“  loge,”  in  1693,  which  feems  to 
have  been  copied  for  the  “  Metho- 
dus  emendata,”  in  1703;  and  the 
other  by  Vertue,  in  1713,  prefixed 
to  the  “  Fhyfico-theological  Dif- 

courfes.”  In  both  thefe,  hens  re- 
prefented,  as  Mr.  Ames'defcribes  it, 
in  “  an  oval  frame,  with  hair,  whil- 
“  kers,  band,  and  canonical  habit.5-’ 
Thefe  engravings  reprefentMr.  Ray 
in  the  latter  Aage  of  his  life. 


Character  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Watfon ;  from  the  fame  r work , 
vol.  iil  •  ' 

I R  William  Watfon  had  a  natu¬ 
ral  activity  both  of  jnind  and 


body,  that  never  allowed  him  ter  b& 
indolent  in  the  flighted:-  degree# 
He  was  a  moil:  exaCt  ceconomifl  of 
his  time,  and  throughout  life  a  very 
early  rifer,  being  up  ufually  in  fum- 
mer  at  fix  o’clock,  and  frequently 
fooner;  thus  fecuring  to  himfelf 
daily  two  or  three  uninterrupted 
hours  forftudy.  In  his  younger  days, 
thefe  early  hours  were  frequently 
given  up  to  the  purpofes  of  fim- 
pling;  but,  in  riper  years,  they 
were  devoted  to  ftudy.  He  read 
much  and  carefully  ;  and  his  ardent 
and  unremitting  deflre  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  progrefs  of  all 
thofe  fciences  which  were  his  ob¬ 
jects,  joined  to  a  vigorous  and  reten¬ 
tive  memory,  enabled  him  to  trea- 
fure  up  a  yafl  flock  of  knowledge. 
What  he  thus  acquired,  he  freely 
difpenfed.  His  mode  of  conveying 
information  was  clear,  forcible,  and 
energetic,  and  justified  the  enco¬ 
mium  beflowed  upon  him  by  a  learn¬ 
ed  foreigner,  in  a  letter  to  a  corre- 
fpondent  *. 

His  attention,  however,  was  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  fubjeCts  of 
his  own  profefiion,  or  thofe  of  phi- 
lol'ophy  at  large.  He  was  a  careful 
obferver  of  men,  and  of  the  manners 
of  the  age;  and  the  extraordinary 
endowment  of  bis  memory  had  fur¬ 
nished  him  with  a  great  variety  of 
interesting  and  entertaining  anec- 
dotes,  concerning  the  characters  and 
circuraftances  of  his  time  f. 

On  all  fubjeCts,  his  liberal  and 
communicative  difpofi.tion,  and  his 
courteous  behaviour,  encouraged 
enquiry;  and  thofe  who  fought  for 
information  from  him,  feldom  de¬ 
parted  without  it.  in  his  epiflolary 

corre- 


*  ^  atfonius  But  aniens  ct  P  hy ficus  clarus  ejl  et  perfpicax  homo ,  itidemque  humanjf- 
JJyius.  M.  Meckel,  of  Berlin,  in  Epiftolis  ad  Hallerum  datis, 

1*  I*  Is  to  Sir  William  Watfon  that  we  owe  the  prefervation  of  an  anecdote, 
which  tends  to  illuftrate  the  character,  and  exalt  the  lincerity  and  integrity  of  the 
. . .  ‘  .  . .  . -  ;  excellent 
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correfpondence  he  was  copious  and 
precife;  and  fuch  as  enjoyed  the  pri¬ 
vilege  and  pleafure  of  it,  experienced 
in  his  punctuality  another  quali¬ 
fication  which  greatly  enhanced  its 
value. 

Some  of  the  firft  of  Sir  William 
Watfon’s  papers  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions,  evince  his  early  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  the  fcience  of  Botany, 
and  efpecially  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Englifh  fpecies  :  nor  was  he  lefs 
Ikilled  in  exotics  in  his  riper  years. 
That  he  was  very  foon  confidered 
on  the  continent  as  highly  refpec- 
table  in  this  light,  i*s  manifeft  from 
his  having  been  one  of  the  few  in 
England,  whom  Mr.  Clifford  grati¬ 
fied  with  a  copy  of  the  Hortus  Clif- 
fortianus ;  a  work,  at  its  firft  publi¬ 
cation,  only  attainable  by  thofe 
whofe  ftudies  and  acquirements  in 
the  fubjedl  of  it,  entitled  them  to 
receive  it  from  the  munificence  of 
Mr.  Clifford  himfelf.  In  fa£t,  all 
learned  foreigners,  of  the  fame  bias 
in  their  ftudies,  brought  letters  of 
recommendation  to  him;  and,  on 
their  return,  faited  not,  both  in 
their  corrrefpondence  and  in  their 
writings,  to  bear  honourable  tefti- 
mony  to  his  learning  and  abilities. 

Sir  William  Watfon  had  learned 
to  know  plants  by  the  fyftem  and 
nomenclature  of  Ray,  when  trivial 
names  were  unknown ;  and  he  was 
fo  fingularly  happy  in  a  tenacious 
memory,  as  to  be  able  to  repeat, 
with  wonderful  promptitude,  the 
lQng  names  which  had  been  in  ufe 
from  the  times  of  Bauhine,  Gerard, 
and  Parkinfon  ;  a  talk  from  which 
botanifts  are  relieved,  by  the  intro- 
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dsdlion  of  the  Linntean  trivial  epi¬ 
thets.  He  lived  to  fee  the  fyftem 
of  his  much-honoured  countryman 
give  way  to  that  of  the  Swede,  which 
began  to  take  place  in  England 
about  this  period ;  and  with  which, 
alfo  he  made  himfelf  acquainted. 
His  knowledge  of  plants,  and  the 
hiftory  of  them  in  the  various  au¬ 
thors,  was  fo  eminently  extenftve, 
that  his  opinion  was  frequently  ap¬ 
pealed  to  as  decifive  on  the  fubjeCt ; 
and  by  fomcof  his  intimate  friends  he 
was  uiually  called  “  The  living  Lexi- 
“  con  of  Botany.”  Had  it  been  the 
lot  of  Sir  William  Watfon  to  have 
been  devoted  to  Botany  as  an  offi¬ 
cial  employment ;  or  had  the  more 
important  avocations  of  his  profef- 
fion  allowed  a  further  indulgence  to 
his  favourite  bias,  fuch  an  union  of 
natural  endowments  and  acquired 
knowledge  as  he  poftefted,  mull  have 
placed  him  very  high  among  the 
naturalifts  of  this  age. 

It  remains  for  me  to  do  juftice  to 
the  worth  of  Sir  William  Watfon  as 
a  phyfician,  and  as  a  member  of 
fociety.  But  as  thefe  parts  of  his 
character  have  been  already  deli¬ 
neated  with  great  truth  and  difcri- 
mination  by  my  much  n  refpe&ed 
friend  Dr.  Garthfhore,  I  fhall  con¬ 
clude  this  account  by  fome  extracts 
from  the  Memorial  read  by  him  to 
a  fociety  of  phyficians,  of  which  Sir 
William  had  been  the  preftdent, 

“  As  a  phyfician,  his  humanity, 
“  affiduity,  and  caution,  were  emi- 
<<r  nently  confpicuous ;  and  his  ex- 
“  a6t  obfervance  of  the  duties  of 
“  facial  politenefs  muft  ever  be  re- 
“  membered  with  pleafure  by  all 


excellent  Mr.  Addifon.  It  is  inferted  in  the  Addenda  to  his  Life,  in  the  third 
volume  of  the  Biographia  Britannica.  Dr.  Kippis  alfo  acknowledges  himsfelf  the 
nioft  indebted  to  him  for  the  materials  of  the  life  of  the  late  Henry  Baker, 
Efq. 
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*£  thpfe  who  enjoyed  the  happinefs 
<£  of  his  acquaintance.  The  fmile 
<£  of  benignity  was  always  difplayed 
‘£  on  his  countenance ;  he  invaria- 
<e  bly  continued  the  general,  the 
‘£  ready,  and  the  obliging  friend  of 
mankind;  he  was  refpcdlul  to 
the  eider  and  fuperior,  encourag- 
<£  ing  to  the  younger,  and  pleafant 
<£  and  eafy  to  all  with  whom  he  had 
t(-  any  intercourse.  The  fame  af- 
t£  fability  and  good-humour  which 
££  adorned  his  character  in  public 
“  life,  were  preferved  alfo  in  the 
<£  bofom  of  his  family,  and  endeared 
“  him  to  thofe  who  were  more  im- 
<£  mediately  around  him.  He  was 
“  fcarcely  ever  out  of  temper,  was 
<£  always  benignant  and  kind  to  his 
“  friends  and  relations  —  and,  it 
<£  would  be  injurious  to  his  memo- 
«£  ry  not  to  mention  an  anecdote 
which  equally  di  plays  his  huma- 
r£  nity,  and  the  warmth  with  which 
<£  he  interelled  himfelfin  the  cafes 
<£  of  his  patients — Not  many  years 
<£  before  his  death,  he  was  waked 
fuddenly  one  morning  very  early 
by  his  fervant,  who  came  to  in- 
££  form  him  that  his  houfe  had  been 
<£  broken  open,  and  drat  his  plate 
“  (which  was  of confiderable  value) 
“  was  ifolcn. — :£  Is  that  all  ?  faid 
“  he,  coolly — ££I  was  afraid  you  had 
<£  brought  me  foirie  alarming  mef- 
<£  fage  from  Mr.— ~ — ,  concern- 
tc  ing  whofe  dangerous  fituation  I 
*e  have  been  very  uneafyall  night.” 


Sketch  of  the  Life  and  CharaSier  of 
Dr.  Hartley ;  from  the  European 
Magazine  for  Auguji  1791. 


vicar  of  Armley,  in  the  county  of 
Y ork.  He  received  the  firlt  rudi¬ 
ments  of  inft.udtion  at  a  private 
fchool,  and  his  academical  education 
at  Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  at 
Jefus’  College  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  was  afterwards  elected  a 
F  ello  w  of  that  Society.  He  was  ori¬ 
ginally  intended  for  the  church,  and 
proceeded  for  fome  time  in  his 
thoughts  and  dudies  towards  that 
object :  but  upon  a  clofer  confedera¬ 
tion  of  the  conditions  attached  to  the 
clerical  profeffion,  he  was  reltrained 
by  fome  fcruples,  which  made  him 
reluctant  to  fubfcribe  the  Thirty- 
nine  Articles,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  fcruples  he  became  difqualified 
for  the  purfuitofhis  fir.d  plan,  of  de¬ 
voting  himfelf  to  the  pbrfonal  func¬ 
tions  and  fervice  of  the  church. 
H  -wever,  he  flill  continued  to  the 
end  of  his  life  a  well-afFeded  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  of  England,  ap¬ 
proving  of  its  practical  doctrines, 
and  conforming  to  its  public  wor- 
iliip.  As  the  church  of  England 
maintains  all  the  ufeful  and  practical 
doctrines  of  Chridian  morality,  he 
did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  feparate 
himfelf  from  its  communion  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  contefted  articles  of 
fpeculative  and  abftrufe  opinion., 
lie  was  a  Catholic  Cbriftian,  in  the 
mod  extenfive  and  liberal  fenfe  of 
that  term.  On  the  fubjeft  of  reli¬ 
gious  controverfy  he  has  left  the 
following  ceftimony  of  his  Sentiments*, 
in  the  laft  feftion  of  Propofition 
LXXXViil.  On  Religious  Know¬ 
ledge;  viz.  ££  The  great  differences 
of  opinion  and  contentions  which, 
happen  on  religious  matters,  are 
plainly  owing  to  the  violence  of 


\  O  C  T  O  R  David  Hartley  was  men’s  pafiions  more  than  to  any  other 
P  born  on  the  30th  of  Augud,  caufe.  When  religion  has  had  its 
1705.  Fie  was  the  fon  of  a  very  due  effedl  in  re  draining  thefe,  and 
worthy  and  refp.edtable  clergyman,  begetting  true  candour,  we  may  ex- 
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peft  a  unity  of  opinion  both  in  reli¬ 
gious  and  other  matters,  as  far  as 
is  necedary  for  ufeful  and  praftical 
purpofes.” 

Though  his  talents  were  very  ge  • 
neral,  yet  undoubtedly  his  pre-emi¬ 
nent  faculties  were  formed  for  the 
moral  and  religious  fciences.  Thefe 
talents  difplayed  themfelves  in  the 
earlied  parts  of  life,  with  fo  much 
didinftion,  as  could  not  fail  to  hold 
out  to  his  ambition  a  future  career  of 
honed  fame,  in  the  fervice  of  the  na¬ 
tional  church,  if  he  could  have  com¬ 
plied  with  the  conditions,  confident¬ 
ly  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  own 
mind.  But  he  had  at  all  times  a 
mod  fcrupulous  and  didntereded 
mind,  whic.i  difpofed  him  in  every 
part  of  his  life,  and  under'all  circum- 
dances,  to  adhere  firmly  to  thofe 
principles  which  appeared  to  him  to 
form  the  drift  and  confcientious  line 
of  moral  duty.  It  proceeded,  there¬ 
fore,  from  the  mod  ferious  fcruples, 
irrefidibly  imprefled  upon  his  mind, 
that  he  relinquished  the  profeflion  of 
his  fird  choice,  which  may  properly 
be  called  the  prerogative  profeflion 
of  moral  and  religious  philofophy. 

In  confequence  of  this  determina¬ 
tion  he  applied  his  talents  and  dudies 
to  the  medical  profeflion,  in  which  he 
foon  became  equally  and  in  the  fird 
degree  eminent  for  fkill,  integrity, 
and  charitable  compadion.  His 
mind  was  formed  to  benevolence 
and  univerfal  philanthropy.  He  ex- 
ercifed  the  healing  art  with  anxious 
and  equal  fidelity  to  the  poor  and  to 
the  rich.  He  viftted,  with  affec¬ 
tionate  fympathy,  the  humbled  re¬ 
cedes  of  poverty  and  ficknefs,  as 
Well  as  the  dately  beds  of  pampered 
didemper  and  premature  decrepi¬ 
tude.  His  manners  were  gentle ;  his 
Countenance  affable ;  his  eloquence 
moral  and  pathetic,  not  harih  or  iin- 


portunate ;  yet  he  was  not  unmindful 
that  bodily  ficknefs  foftens  the  mind 
to  moral  fenfibilities,  which  afforded 
frequent  opportunities  to  him  of  ex- 
erciiing  mental  charities  to  affiifted 
minds,  vvhild  he  employed  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  medical  fcience  to  the  redora- 
tion  of  bodily  health.  He  thus  united 
all  the  talents  of  his  own  mind  for 
natural  and  moral  fcience,  conform¬ 
ably  to  thofe  doftrines  which  he  in-  - 
culcates,  to  that  univerfal  fydem  of 
final  morality,  by  which  each  ed'ort 
of  fenfation  or  fcience  in  the  various 
gradations  of  life  mud  be  edeemed 
defeftive,  until  it  fhall  have  attained 
to  its  correfponding  moral  confum- 
mation. 

It  arofe  from  the  union  above- 
mentioned,  of  talents  in  the  moral 
fcience  with  natural  philofophy,  and 
particularly  from  the  profeflional 
knowledge  of  the  human  frame,  that 
Dr.  Hartley  was  enabled  to  bring 
into  one  view  the  various  arp-uments 

O 

for  his  extenflve  fydem,  from  the  fird 
rudiments  of  lenfation  through  the 
maze  of  complex  affeftions  and  paf- ' 
dons  in  the  path  of  life,  to  the  final* 
moral  end  of  man. 

He  was  indudrious  and  indefati¬ 
gable  in  the  purfuit  of  ail  collateral 
branches  of  knowledge,  and  lived  in 
perfonal  intimacy  with  the  learned 
men  of  his  age.  Dr.  Law,  Dr.  But¬ 
ler,  Dr.  Warburton,  afterwards  Bi- 
fhops  of  Carlifle,  Durham,  and  Glou- 
ceder,  and  Dr.  Jortin,  were  his  in¬ 
timate  friends  and  fellow-labourers 
in  moral  and  reiigious  philofophy, 
in  metaphydcs,  in  divinity,  and  ec- 
cledadical  hidory.  He  was  much 
attached  to  the  highly  refpefted  cha¬ 
racter  of  Dr.  Hoadiey,  bifhop  of 
Wincheder,  for  the  liberality  of  his 
opinions  both  in  church  and  date, 
and  for  the  freedom  of  his  religious 
fentiments.  Dr.  Hales,  and  Dr. 
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Smith,  mailer  of  Trinity  College  in 
Cambridge,  with  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Society,  were  his  compa¬ 
nions  in  the  fciences  of  optics,  lla- 
ticks,  and  other  branches  of  natural 
philofophy.  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne, 
the  author  of  an  elegant  Latin  poem, 
Ds  Animi  Itnmor talk  ate,  and  Dr. 
Young,  the  moral  poet.  Hood  high 
in  his  efleem.  Dr.  Byrom,  the  in¬ 
ventor  of  a  Scientific  fhort-hand  writ¬ 
ing,  was  much  refpedled  by  him  for 
ufeful  and  accurate  judgment  in  the 
branch  of  philology.  Mr.  Hooke, 
the  Roman  hiilorian,  and  difciple.of 
the  Newtonian  chronology,  was 
amongft  his  literary  intimates. 

The  celebrated  poet  Mr,  Pope 
was  likewife  admired  by  him,  not 
only  as  a  man  of  genius,  but  alfo  as 
a  moral  poet.  Yet,  as  Dr.  Hartley 
was  a  zealous  Chri Ilian  without 
guile,  and  (if  the  phrafe  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted)  a  partizan  for  the  Chrillian 
religion,  he  felt  Some  jealoufy  of  the 
rival  Ship  of  human  philofophy,  and 
regarded  the  Eflay  on  Man,  by  Mr. 
Pope,  as  tending  to  infinuate  that 
the  divine  revelation  of  the  Chrifiian 
religion  was  Superfluous,  in  a  cafe 
where  human  philofophy  was  ade¬ 
quate.  He  fufpettcd  the  fecret  in¬ 
fluence  of  Lord  Bolingbroke  as 
guiding  the  poetical  pen  of  his  un- 
ittfpeCing  friend,  to  deck  out  in  bor¬ 
rowed  plumes  the  plagiarifms  of  mo¬ 
dern  ethics  from  Chrillian  dodlrinrs ; 
not  without  farther  diftruft  of  the  in- 
iidious  effedl  of  poetic  licence,  in 
foftening  fome  rugged  points  of  un¬ 
accommodating  moral  truths.  It 
was  againfl  this  principle  that  his 
jealoufy  was  directed.  His  heart, 
from  confcious  fympathy  of  human 
infirmity,  was  totally  devoid  of  reli¬ 
gious  pride.  His  only  anxiety  was 
to  preferve  the  rule  of  life  inviolate. 


becaufe  he  deemed  errors  of  human 
frailty  lefs  injurious  to  the  moral 
caufe,  than  fyflematical  perverfions 
of  its  principle. 

It  was  in  the  Society  and  friendly 
intercourfe  cf  the  learned  men  above- 
mentioned,  and  many  others,  that 
Dr.  Hartley  arranged  his  work  and 
brought  it  to  a  conclufion.  His  ge¬ 
nius  was  penetrating  and  adlive  ;  his 
induftry  indefatigable ;  his  philoso¬ 
phical  observations  and  attentions 
unremitting.  From  his  earliell  youth 
lie  was  devoted  to  the  Sciences ;  par¬ 
ticularly  to  logic  and  mathematics. 
He  fludied  mathematics,  together 
with  natural  and  experimental  phi¬ 
lofophy,  under  the  celebrated  Pro,- 
feffor  Saunderfon.  He  was  an  en- 
th ulia Stic  admirer  and  difciplc  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  in  every  branch  of  li¬ 
terature  and  philofophy,  natural  and 
experimental,  mathematical,  hiflori- 
cal  and  religious,  which  that  immortal 
man  diftuled  throughout  the  world. 
He  received  his  firll  principles  of 
logic  and  metaph'yfic's  from  the  works 
of  that  good  and  great  phiiofopTier 
Locke.  He  took  the  firfl  rudiments 
of  his  own  work  from  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  and  Mr.  Locke ;  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  vibrations,  as  inllrumental 
to  feniation  and  motion,  from  the 
former,  and  the  principle  of  aflbeia- 
tion  originally  from  the  latter,  far¬ 
ther  explained  in  a  differtation  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay;  as  he  himfelf 
has  informed  us.  His  work  was  be¬ 
gun  when  he  was  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age;  which  is  a  very  early 
period  for  deep  and  comprehenfive 
refearches.  And  yet  it  remains  upon 
his  own  authority,  as  declared  by 
himfelf  to  his  private  friends  and 
connexions,  that  the  feeds  of  this 
work  were  lying  in  latent  germina¬ 
tion  for  fome  years  antecedent  even 

to 


characters. 


fo  that  early  bud,  which  in  the  work 
itfelf  has  difplayed,  in  full  maturity, 
the  mechanical,  rational,  and  moral 
fyftem  of  man,  refpe&ing  his  frame, 
his  duty,  and  his  expectations. 

Dr.  Hartley’s  work  was  publifhed 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1749, 
when  he  was  a  little  more  than  for¬ 
ty-three  years  of  age.  It  had  been 
completed  and  finilhed  about  two  or 
three  years  before.  He  did  not  ex¬ 
pert  that  it  would  meet  with  any 
general  or  immediate  reception  in 
the  philofophical  world,  or  even  that 
it  would  be  much  read  or  under- 
ftood;  neither  did  it  happen  other- 
wife  than  as  he  had  expelled.  But 
at  the  fame  time  he  did  entertain  an 
expectation  that,  at  fome  diltant  pe¬ 
riod,  it  would  become  the  adopted 
fyftem  of  future  philofophers.  That 
period  feems  now  to  be  approach¬ 
ing. 

He  lived  about  nine  years  after 
the  publication  of  his  work.  The 
labour  of  digefting  the  whole  fyftem, 
and  of  the  composition,  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  great  and  conftant  upon  his 
mind  for  many  years,  as  may  eafily 
be  fuppofed,  from  the  \ory  great 
fcope  of  learning  which  it  embraces. 
But  after  the  completion  and  publi¬ 
cation  of  it,  his  mind  was  left  in  per¬ 
fect  repofe.  He  kept  a  general  and 
vigilant  attention  upon  the  work,  to 
receive  and  to  conlider  any  fubfe- 
quent  thoughts  which  might  have 
occurred  from  his  own  reflections, 
or  from  the  fuggeftions  of  others,  by 
which  he  might  have  modified  or  ar¬ 
ranged  any  incongruous  or  difcor- 
dant  parts.  But  no  fuch  alterations 
or  modifications  feem  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  ;  and  at  his  death  he 
left  his  original  work  untouched. 
Without  addition  or  diminution, 
Without  alteration  or  comment.  He 
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has  left  no  additional  paper  on  the 
fubjeCt  wnatfoever. 

Tiie  learned  and  ingenious  Dr. 
Prieftley  publifhed,  in  the  year 
1775,  fome  parts  of  Dr.  Hartley’s 
works  in  an  oftavo  volume,  entitled. 
Hartley's  Theory  bf  the  Human  Mind , 
on  the  Principle  of  the  Affociation  of 
Ideas  ;  nvith  E/Jays  on  the  Subject  of  it. 
Dr.  Prieftley  had  commenced  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  author  a  fhort 
time  before  his  death,  and  has  in 
fublequent  literary  works  comment¬ 
ed,  with  great  acutenefs  and  eru¬ 
dition  upon  his  metaphyfical  and 
moral  fyftem. 

The  fyftem  is  in  itfelf  fo  extenfive, 
and  was  at  the  time  of  its  publica¬ 
tion  fo  entirely  novel  and  original, 
that  the  author  did  not  appear  dif- 
pofed  to  multiply  his  anxieties  for 
the  particular  fate  of  each  tenet  or 
doCtrine ;  but  he  bequeathed  the 
whole,  as  one  compaCt  and  undivided 
fyftem,  to  the  candour  and  mature 
judgment  of  time  and  pofterity. 
There  was  but  one  point  in  which 
he  appeared  anxious  to  prevent  any 
mifapprehenfion  of  his  principles : 
that  point  refpeCted  the  immateria¬ 
lity  of  the  foul.  He  was  apprehen- 
five,  left  the  doCtrine  of  corporeal 
vibrations  being  inftrumental  to  fen- 
fation,  fhould  be  deemed  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  opinion  of  the  immateri¬ 
ality  of  the  foul.  He  was  therefore 
anxious  to  declare,  and  to  have  it 
underftood,  that  he  was  not  a  naate- 
rialift.  He  has  not  prefumed  to  de¬ 
clare  any  fentiment  refpeCting  the 
nature  of  the  foul,  but  the  negative 
one,  that  it  cannot  be  material,  ac  ¬ 
cording  to  any  idea  or  definition  that 
we  can  form  of  matter.  He  has 
given  the  following  definition  of 
matter;  viz.  “  That  it  is  a  mere  paf- 
five  thing,  of  vvhofe  very  effence  it  is 
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to  be  endued  with  a  •vis  inertia ;  for 
this  <vis  inertia  prefents  itfelf  imme¬ 
diately  in  all  our  obiervations  and 
experiments  upon  it,  and  is  infepa- 
rable  from  it,  even  in  idea.”  The 
materiality  therefore  of  thefenfidve 
foul  is  precluded,  by  the  definition  of 
matter  -being  incapable  of  fenfation. 
If  there  be  any  ether  element  capa¬ 
ble  of  fenfation,  the  foul  may  coniift 
of  that  element ;  but  that  is  a  new 
fuppofition,  hill  leaving  the  original 
queftion  concluded  in  the  negative, 
by  the  fundamental  definition  of 
matter.  If,  indeed,  we  could  fuppofe 
that  matter  may  have  fome  occult 
powers  and  properties,  different  and 
fuperior  to  thofe  which  appear  to  us, 
fo  that  it  might  be  endued  with  the 
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rhoft  fimple  kinds  of  fenfation,  it 
might  then  attain,  according  to  the 
demonftrations  of  the  author’s  the¬ 
ory,  to  all  that  intelligence  of  which 
the  human  mind  is  pofleiTed  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  through  all  the  paths  of  fen¬ 
fation,  imagination,  ambition,  felf- 
Intereii,  fympathy,  and  theopathy, 
finally  to  the  moral  fenfe.  And  if 
to  the  moral  fenfe,  whatever  may  be 
the  origin  of  the  foul  by  divine 
creation,  whether  material  or  imma¬ 
terial,  traniitory,  or  deflined  to  im¬ 
mortality,  it  is  a  moral  eflence,  the 
noblefl  work  of  God. 

Thephilofophical  chara&er  of  Dr. 
Hartley  is  delineated  in  his  works. 
The  features  of  his  private  and  per¬ 
sonal  chara&er  were  of  the  fame 
complexion.  It  may  with  peculiar 
propriety  be  faid  of  him,  that  the 
mind  was  the  man.  His  thoughts 
were  not  immerfed  in.  worldly  pur¬ 
suits  or  contentions,  and  therefore 
bis  life  was  not  eventful  or  turbu¬ 
lent,  but  placid  and  undifturbed  by 
paffion  or  violent  ambition.  From 
bis  earlier!  youth  his  mental  ambi¬ 
tion  was  pre- occupied  by  purfuits  of 


fcience.  His  hours  of  amufement 
were  like  wife  bellowed  upon  obje&s 
of  taile  and  fentiment.  Mufic,  poe¬ 
try,  and  liillory,  were  his  favourite 
recreations.  His  imagination  was 
fertile  andcorredl,  his  language  and 
expredion  fluent  and  forcible.  His 
natural  temper  was  gay,  cheerful, 
and  fociable.  He  was  addi&ed  to 
no  vice  in  any  part  of  his  life,  nei¬ 
ther  to  pride,  nor  to  fenfuality, 
nor  intemperance,  nor  odentation, 
nor  envy,  nor  to  any  fordid  felf-in- 
terell:  but  his  heart  was  replete  with 
every  contrary  virtue.  The  virtuous 
principles  which  are  inftilled  in  his 
works  were  the  invariable  and  de¬ 
cided  principles  of  his  life  and  con- 
du&. 

His  perfon  was  of  the  middle  lize, 
and  well-proportioned;  his  complex¬ 
ion  fair,  his  features  regular  and 
handfome;  his  countenance  open, 
ingenuous,  and  animated.  He  was 

o  y 

peculiarly  neat  in  his  perfon  and  at¬ 
tire.  He  was  an  early  rifer,  and 
punctual  in  the  employments  of  the 
day  ;  methodical  in  the  order  and 
difpofition  of  his  library,  papers,  and 
writings,  as  the  companions  of  his 
thoughts ;  but  without  any  pedantry, 
either  in  thefe  habits,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  his  character.  His  behaviour 
was  polite,  ealy,  and  graceful but. 
that  which  made  his  addrefs  pecu¬ 
liarly  engaging,  was  the  benevolence 
of  heart  from  which  that  politenefs 
flowed.  He  never  converfed.  with  a 
fellow-creature  without  feeling  a 
with  to  do  him  good.  He  confldered 
the  moral  end  of  our  creation  to 
conflft  in  the  performance  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  life  attached  to  each  partictN 
lar  fladon,  to'  which  all  other  con- 
li derations  ought  to  be  inferior  and 
fubordinate;  and  confequently,  that 
the  rule  of  life  confifts  in  training 
and  adapting  our  faculties,  through 
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the  means  of  moral  habits  and  affo- 
ciations,  to  that  end.  In  this  he  was 
the  faithful  difciple  of  his  own  the¬ 
ory,  and  by  the  obfervance  of  it  he 
avoided  the  tumult  of  worldly  vani¬ 
ties  and  their  difquietudes,  and  pre- 
ferved  his  mind  in  ferenity  and  vi¬ 
gour,  to  perform  the  duties  of  life 
with  fidelity,  and  without  diilra&ion. 
His  whole  character  was  eminently 
and  uniformly  marked  by  fincerity 
of  heart,  fimplicity  of  manners,  and 
manly  innocence  of  mind.  He  died 
at  Bath,  on  the  28th of  Auguft,  1757* 
at  the  age  of  52  years. 

He  was  twice  married,  and  has  left  iffue 
by  both  marriages,  now  living  : 

From  whom  this  memorable  teftimony 
is  the  tribute  of  Truth,  Piety, 
and  Affection. 


Char  after  of  the  Inhabitants  of  an  In¬ 
dian  Village  in  Louifiana ;  from 
Page’s  Travels  round  the  World , 

vol.  i.  " 

Little  higher,  and  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  is  a 
favage  village,  where  the  natives, 
like  thofe  I  met  with  on  the  Miili- 
lippi,  ufe  mufkets  and  tomahauks, 
arid  may  be  faid  to  retain  nothing 
of  the  favage  but  the  name.  In 
fummer  they  cultivate  fields  of  In¬ 
dian  corn  ;  and  in  winter  they  fol¬ 
low  the  chace,  the  produce  of  which, 
after  fupplying  their  own  wants, 
is  fold  to  Europeans.  They  hire 
themfelves  occafionally  as  fervants ; 
for  here  two  of  our  rowers  having 
fallen  ill,  were  replaced  with  a 
couple  of  favages. 

The  hair  of  the  beard,  which  in 
general  they  are  at  much  pains  to 
pluck  out  by  the  roots,  is  permitted 
to  grow  in  length  thb  fifth  of  an 
inch  as  an  emblem  of  mourning.  I 
have  had  occafion  to  obfervc  in  the 
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Philippine  ifies  the  fame  paucity  of 
beard,  which  I  believe  to  be  univer- 
fal  among  all  the  natives  of  hot  cli¬ 
mates.  The  favages  are  often  feen 
to  weep  over  the  graves  of  their  de¬ 
parted  relations.  The  wife  of  one 
of  the  Indians  we  had  taken  into 
the  boat  being  lately  deceafed,  his 
beard  was  allowed  to  grow,  in  tef¬ 
timony  of  his  forrow;  and  this  poor 
man  engaged  in  our  fervice  for  no 
other  reafon  than  to  withdraw  him- 
felf  from  the  prefence  of  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  which  confbmtly  recalled  her 
to  his  mind.  One  day,  having  gone 
afide  to  mourn  over  his  departed 
friend,  he  unexpectedly  fpied  his 
own  daughter,  about  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  fwimming  in  the  river 
with  her  companions.  He  caught 
her  eye,  and  inftantly  turned  from 
her;  but  the  young  favage,  who 
had  perceived  his  affliction,  quitting 
her  amufement,  fell  into  a  fit  of  me¬ 
lancholy,  and  retired  to  the  folitude 
of  her  hut. 

Their  mode  of  fwimming  is  fome- 
what  different  from  ours.  The  fa¬ 
vage  throws  himfelf  into  the  water, 
and  darting  forward  with  aftonifh- 
ing  force,  beats  the  river  with  his 
feet  and  hands ;  an  exercife  in  which 
both  fexes  are  equally  expert. 

The  other  favage  was  a  young 
man  who  had'  been  lately  married, 
and  his  wife  expected  the  moment 
of  their  reparation  with  the  utmoit 
regret.  We  were  apprehenfive  fhe 
might  prevail  upon  him  to  renounce 
his  engagement;  and  it  was  not 
without  much  art  and  perfuafion 
that  we  were  able  to  reitrain  him 
from  complying  with  her  entrea¬ 
ties.  The  promife,  however,  of  a 
blanket  for  himfelf,  and  a  piece  of 
red  cloth  for  her,  cait  the  balance 
in  our  favour  !  fo  true  it  is  that  felf- 
intereft  early  affumes  the  controul 
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of  our  belt  and  moll  focial  affec¬ 
tions.  Still,  however,  he  appeared 
irrefolute;  and  new  reafons  were 
conftantly  afiigned  for  returning  to 
his  hut.  But  perceiving  there 
would  be  no  end  to  this  conflict,  I 
at  laft  propofed  to  remove  the 
canoe  from  the  view  of  his  dwelling 
to  the  oppofite  extremity  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  he  was  no  longer  averfe 
from  accompanying  us. 

This  village  mightconfift  of  fixty 
huts,  which,  like  other  favage  habi¬ 
tations,  are  conftru&ed  of  large 
trees  planted  circularly  in  the 
ground,  and  meeting  at  the  top  in 
the  fhape  of  a  cone.  The  inter- 
ftices  occafioned  by  the  round  figure 
of  the  tree  being  filled  up  with 
leaves  and  branches,  are  plaiftered 
over  with  mud,  and  here  the  family 
find  fhelter  from  the  inclemencies  of 
the  feafon.  In  the  middle  of  the 
floor  is  placed  the  fire,  vvhofe  fmoke 
makes  its  efcape  either  by  the  door, 
or  an  aperture  at  the  junction  of  the 
trees  in  the  top  of  the  hut.  Round 
the  area  Hands  a  kind  of  bench 
formed  by  fhort  portions  of  trees 
placed  contiguoufly  to  each  other; 
it  is  covered  with  a  mat  of  reeds, 
and  fecves  for  a  bed. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  or  four 
paces  from  the  manfion  of  the  chief 
is  a  fecond  open  hut  or  gallery, 
where  he  enjoys  the  frefh  air,  and 
is  fheltered  from  the  heat  of  the  fun. 
This  laft  is  thatched  over,  with 
leaves,  commonly  fupported  by  fix 
pillars,  and  is  the  hall  of  the  affembly 
of  the  tribe.  Here  the  chiefs  fhow 
their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  and 
relax  from  their  cares  and  fatigues, 
either  by  deeping,  or  fmoking  their 
tomahauks.  This  piece  of  native 
armour  is  a  fpecies  of  battle-ax, 
the  handle  of  which  is  ufually  per¬ 
forated,  and  ferves  as  a  tube  to  an 
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iron  pipe-head  fixed  on  the  back  of* 
the  inftrument. 

As  foon  as  a  ftranger  is  feen  to 
approach  the  village,  his  arrival  is 
announced  by  a  fcream  from  the  ra¬ 
vages  who  firft  happen  to  perceive 
him.  The  chief  and  principal  men 
of  the  tribe  immediately  affemble, 
each  fitting  before  his  own  hut,  and 
fend  him  a  deputation  of  one  of 
their  number.  We  commonly  made 
him  a  prefent,  confifting  of  a  bottle 
of  liquor,  and  were  fure  to  receive  an 
ample  recompence  in  fruit,  fifh,  and 
fowls.  We  were  next  invited  to  af- 
fill  in  fmoking  tobacco,  mixed  with 
a  certain  red  leaf,  which  in  its  fhape 
refembles  that  of  the  peach-tree. 
In  fhort,  I  was  much  better  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  ftranger  by  thofe  favages 
than  I  had  been  by  any  European  I 
had  met  with  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  my  travels* 

The  men  of  this  nation  are  tail 
and  well-proportioned,  have  large 
full  features,  without  however  any 
thing  difguftingly  coarfe  in  their 
expreftion.  They  pay  much  defe¬ 
rence  and  refpe&  to  old  age,  marry 
early,  and,  without  being  addi&ed 
to  jeaioufy,  are  extremely  affe&ion- 
ate  to  their  wives.  Divorce,  though 
permitted,  very  rarely  occurs.  The 
chaftity  obfervable  in  favage  na¬ 
tions  may  be  owing,  among  other 
caufes,  to  the  little  intercourfe  that 
prevails  between  the  fexes.  War, 
hunting,  and  fiftiing,  are  the  conftant 
occupations  of  the  men :  while  the 
cultivation  of  the  fields,  which  con- 
fifts  chiefly  in  rearing  pe-ach-trees, 
fowing  a  little  Indian  com,  gourds, 
and  melons ;  cooking  fifh  and  game ; 
and  in  transporting  their  baggage, 
in  cafe  of  a  diftant  expedition,  are 
thofe  of  the  women.  In  the  fine 
feafon  they  wear  the  fkin  of  a  roe¬ 
buck  tied  round  the  waift,  and  in 

winter 
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winter  wrap  themfelves  in  an  Euro¬ 
pean  blanket,  or  in  the  Ikin  of  the 
buffalo.  This  animal  has  much 
refemblance  to  the  ox,  with  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  a  bunch  or  fwelling  on 
his  back,  like  that  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  na¬ 
tives  have  the  art  of  tanning  his 
hide  without  dripping  off  the  hair, 
which,  though  fine  like  fi'.k,  has  the 
fpongy  quality  of  wool,  and  affords 
an  excellent  defence  againft  the 
cold.  I  was  furprifed  at  obfervihg 
the  apparently  carelefs  manner  in 
which  a  mother  is  accuftomed  to 
nurle  her  infant.  Inftead  of  a 
cradle  Ihe  ufes  a  kind  of  frame,  in 
which  the  child  is  made  fail;  but  as 
the  upper  part  of  this  machine  is 
lower  than  the  fhoulders,  his  head 
is  left  to  hang  in  a  very  aukvyard 
pofition;  and,  except  occafionally 
offering  the  bread;,  die  feems  to  give 
herfelf  no  farther  concern  about 
him.  In  cafes  of  furgical  com¬ 
plaints  they  have  recourfe  to  plants, 
particularly  to  the  leaf  of  the  fquine, 
which  they  have  found  to  have 
much  efficacy  in  curing  wounds: 
as  to  a  knowledge  in  the  medical 
art,  they  have  but  final!  pretenfions; 
abdinence  in  eating,  and  drinking 
water,  being  edeemed  excellent  re¬ 
medies  for  difeafes  of  every  kind. 

The  natives  of  thefie  parts  are  la¬ 
borious,  humane,  and  a  brave  race 
of  men.  Peace  and  good  order 
feem  equally  eftablilhed  in  their  fa¬ 
milies  and  villages.  Their  regular 
performance  of  the  reciprocal  du¬ 
ties  of  life,  of  the  young  towards 
the  aged,  of  the  father  towards  his 
children,  of  the  hufband  towa-rds  his 
wife ;  their  courtefy  to  Grangers, 
and  the  little  apprehenfion  they  en¬ 
tertain  of  their  enemies,  gave  me  a 
high  opinion  of  their  generoiity  and 
courage.  In  the  courfe  of  different 
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wars,  the  French  as  well  as  the 
Spaniards  have  experienced  their 
valour  in  the  field.  This  nation  was 
jud:  returned  from  an  expedition 
again  ft  the  Engliffi,  whom  they  feem 
to  confider  as  very  reftlefs  and  trou- 
blefome  neighbours.  In  their  exten- 
five  peregrinations  during  the  hunt- 
ing-feafon  they  encounter  perils  and 
hardfhips  which  appear  almoft  in¬ 
credible  to  the  effeminate  European. 
Neither  the  impetuous  current  of 
their  rivers,  nor  the  favage  afpe- 
rity  of  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
■foil,  can  refill  their  unabating  ar¬ 
dour  for  the  chafe. 


Account  of  Mexico,  and  the  Manners 
of  its  Inhabitants ;  from  the  fame. 

ON  the  28  th  of  February,  hav¬ 
ing  travelled  a  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  fouth  from  Sartille,  I 
had  the  pleafure  to  difeover,  from 
the  heights,  at  the  diftance  of  a- 
bout  a  league,  a  very  extenfive 
lake,  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
built  the  city  of  Mexico.  It  has 
the  effect  of  an  immenfe  mafs  of 
building,  conrvefled  with  the  land 
by  caufeways  or  embankments  railed, 
to  a  great  height  above  the  water. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  on 
the  borders  of  the  lake,  is  fituated  the 
village  of  Noftra  Senora  de  Guada- 
loupe,  which  one  might  miftake  for 
a  little  European  town.  Here  the 
only  curiofities  worth  the  travel¬ 
ler’s  notice  are  a  beautiful  church 
and  aquedufl,  which,  with  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Mexico,  are  confe- 
crated  to  the  fame  Noftra  Senora. 
I  now  proceeded  to  the  capital  by  a 
caufeway  at  leaft  a  hundred  feet  in 
breadth,  and  three  miles  in  length, 
which  refts  upon  a  feries  of  arches 
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kept  in  excellent  repair,  and  meant 
to  give  free  paflage  to  the  briny 
waters  of  the  lake.  Five  caufeways 
of  equal  magnificence,  leading  to 
the  different  quarters  of  this  great 
city,  facilitate  its  communication 
with  the  adjacent  country.  It  is 
about  fix  legues  in  circumference, 
and  defended  only  by  barriers  in  the 
nature  of  turnpike-gates. 

The  lake,  containing  a  bottom  of 
deep  mud,  which  is  every  where 
impafiable  on  foot,  anfwers  all  the 
purpofes  of  artificial  fortifications  ; 
whilft  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  wood 
in  the  neighbouring  country  equally 
fecures  the  Mexicans  from  every 
fpecies  of  invafion  by  water.  The 
flreets  in  general  are  broad,  run  in 
liraiodit  lines,  and  have  their  names 
infcribed  on  the  wall,  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  each  houfe  on  the  door;  a 
circumftante  of  great  advantage  to 
firangers,  who  otherwife  would  be 
in  conftant  danger  of  lofing  their 
way.  The  inns,  like  thofe  in  the 
adjacent  country,  are  large,  hand- 
fome  buildings ;  but  the  traveller  is 
not  a  little  mortified  upon  entering 
them,  to  find  they  contain  nothing 
but  empty  apartments,  deftitute 
both  of  furniture  and  provifions. 
The  houfes,  confiding  for  the  greater 
part  of  three  or  four  flories,  are 
good  ;  and  the  places  of  public  re¬ 
fort,  fuch  as  walks,  fquares,  and  gar¬ 
dens,  are  delightful.  The  cathe¬ 
dral,  the  cafilc  of  the  Spanifh  vice¬ 
roy,  and  the  fimple  remains  of  the 
palace  and  baths  of  the  ancient 
emperors  of  Mexico,  occupy  three 
fides  of  the  principal  fquare.  Next 
to  thefe  buildings,  the  mint  is  an 
objeft  of  curiofity  to  the  travel¬ 
ler,  on  account  of  the  vaft  piles 
of  ingots  with  which  its  courts  are 
conftantly  filled,  and  which  are 
brought  hither  in  order  to  have 
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their  weight  and  finenefs  afcerfcain- 
ed.  The  metal,  after  palling  the  af- 
fay  office,  fuffers  a  deduction  of  the 
king’s  fifth,  in  confideration  of  li¬ 
berty  granted  to  work  the  mines, 
which  in  general  are  the  property 
of  private  perfons. 

The  Baratillo,  a  fpecies  of  ex¬ 
change,  from  the  regularity  and  rich 
ornaments  of  the  building,  merits 
alfo  the  attention  of  the  traveller ; 
and  if  he  is  not  tired,  he  will  find 
the  piazzas,  allotted  to  the  purpofes 
of  a  flower-market,  millenary,  and 
paftry  fhops,  as  well  as  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  clothier  and 
jeweller,  in  the  fame  ftile  of  highly 
ornamented  architecture. 

Some  of  the  fine  arts,  particularly 
painting  and  fculpture,  which  are 
chiefly  employed  in  adorning  the 
churches,  are  cultivated  by  the  In¬ 
dians  with  very  conflderable  fuccefs. 
But  of  ail  the  trades  in  this  city,  the 
myllery  of  the  goldfmith  is  held  in 
the  highefi:  repute,  and  his  workman-? 
fhip,  though  heavy,  is  far  from 
being  deficient  either  in  talfe  or 
finilhing.  Silver,  efpecially  in  the 
churches,  is  applied  to  an  infinity  of 
different  purpofes.  Butin  order  to 
have  an  idea  of  the  immenfe  riches 
of  this  metropolis,  the  traveller 
ought  to  be  here  the  day  on  which 
they  commemorate  the  conquefi:  of 
Mexico.  In  honour  of  this  great 
feffival,  every  Mexican  vies  with  his 
neighbour  in  an  oftentatious  difplay 
of  whatever  is  moll  coftly,  rare,  and 
fplendid,  in  his  pofiefiion ;  and  in¬ 
deed  it  would  be  difficult  to  eftimate 
the  value  of  the  prodigious  quanti¬ 
ties  of  gold  and  filver  in  different 
forms  which  on  this  occafion  meet 
the  public  eye.  Silver  is  efteemed 
little  above  a  common  metal,  and 
hence  is  frequently  fubftituted,  by 
the  fuinptuous  Mexican,  for  the  pur- 
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pofes  of  plating  the  wheels  of  his 
carriage,  and  fhoeing  the  hoofs  of 
his  horfes. 

The  Spaniards  and  Creoles  of  the 
firft  clafs,  having  loll  all  defire  of 
redding  on  the  oppofite  ihore  of  the 
Atlantic,  where  they  would  have 
fewer  enjoyments,  and  much  lefs 
tonfequ-ence,  live  at  Mexico  in  a 
Hate  of  fplendour  and  magnificence. 
Elegant  and  fafhionable  drefles  are 
very  dear ;  but  modeft  and  decent 
apparel,  and  all  kinds  of  provifions, 
are  remarkably  cheap.  A  diftance 
cf  two  hundred  leagues  is  little  re¬ 
garded  by  the  indefatigable  Indian, 
who,  for  a  fmall  profit,  imports  the 
necelfaries  of  life  from  all  corners 
of  the  country.  By  his  virtuous 
toil  and  irlduftry  he  efcapes  that  for¬ 
did  indigence  and  mifery  which  de¬ 
vour  the  lower  clafs  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  luxury  of  the  great  families, 
their  gaming,  the  magnificence  of 
their  houfes,  the  fplendor  of  their 
furniture,  the  number  of  their  do- 
meftics,  their  carriages  drawn  by 
four,  perhaps  fix  mules;  every 
thing,  in  Ihort,  confpires  to  imprels 
the  traveller  with  the  higheft  idea 
of  Mexican  wealth.  But  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  men  of  the  firft  condition 
are  rich,  thofe  of  the  lower  fort 
among  the  Spaniards  are  poor  and 
wretched;  infomiach  that,  under  a 
great  coat  hanging  in  a  thoufand 
tatters,  you  will  frequently  find  nei¬ 
ther  fihirt  nor  breeches.  ~  In  one 
word,drunkennefs,debauchery, card¬ 
playing,  and  cock-fighting,  confti- 
tute  the  habitual  occupations  of  all 
fexes  and  conditions  of  the  people. 

I  obferved,  that  the  Mexicans  in 
converfation  frequently  applied  the 
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term  Me  cos  to  the  northern  fa- 
vages,  andfpoke  of  them  with  everjr 
fign  of  extreme  averfion  and  terror* 
Chychymecos,  when  applied  by  one 
Mexican  to  another,  leems  to  de¬ 
note  the  higheft  degree  of  infult  and 
reproach.  Now  are  the  Chychyme¬ 
cos  a  particular  naton  of  favages, 
ftill  more  cruel  and  ferocious  than 
the  Mecos  ?  or  is  Chychy  only  an 
aggravation  of  what  is  implied  in  the 
word  Mecos  ?  As  to  all  this  I  con- 
fefs  myfelf  entirely  at  a  lofs.  One 
thing  is  certain,  however,  that  the 
Indians  who  inhabit  the  northern 
regions  of  this  kingdom  have  long 
renounced  the  patient  and  fubmil- 
five  character  of  their  anceftors; 
and  hence  the  Spaniards  are  obliged 
to  maintain,  at  a  great  expence,  a 
itrong  body  of  Creoles,  who  are 
conftantly  employed  in  carrying  on 
hoftilities  againft  thofe  warlike  tribes. 
Upon  my  arrival  here,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  thefe  troops  was  difpatched 
to  the  province  of  Sonora,  and  the 
objeft  of  this  expedition  was  to  clear 
the  roads  leading  from  Mexico  to 
the  mines  of  Serro  Prretto,  as  well 
as  Metanchel,  and  other  fea-ports, 
by  means  of  which  their  trade  is 
carried  on  with  California.  Thefe 
wars  all  tend  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  Spanilh  dominions,  already  al- 
moft  without  bounds;  and  one  may" 
fafely  affirm,  that  the  number  of 
great  towns,  vaft  population,  ferti¬ 
lity  of  foil,  mines,  and  other  rich 
produflions,  peculiar  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  render  Mexico,  though  not  one 
of  the  moft  powerful,  yet  the  moft 
magnificent  empire  in  the  world*. 

During  my  abode  here  the  Mex¬ 
ican  inquifitors,  whofe  difcipline  i$ 


*  Not  having  had  it  in  my  power,  however,  to  vifit  it  as  extenfively  as  I  could 
have  wilhed,  I  will  readily  admit  that  my  knowledge  of  this  kingdom  muft  be  in 
many  refpe&s  lame  and  imperfeft. 

Vql.  XXXIII.  C  exercifed 
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exercifed  with  great  feverity,  order¬ 
ed  feveral  perfons  to  be  whipped 
through  the  ftreets,  among  whom 
ttere  a  couple  of  unhappy  women, 
the  victims  of  an  abfurd  and  cruel 
fuperftition.  The  crime  for  which 
they  fuffered,  was  that  of  creating 
ulcers  and  fores  on  the  bodies  of 
their  enemies,  by  means  of  certain 
incantations,  and  particularly  by 
fcarifying  the  correfponding  parts 
of  a  dol!,  which  they  were  laid  to 
preferve  with  much  care  for  the  dia¬ 
bolical  myfteries  of  witchcraft.  The 
witches  appeared  with  thefe  dead¬ 
ly  engines  of  magic  hanging  round 
their  necks;  while  their  fellow- 
criminals  wore  each  a  kind  of  mitre, 
on  the  front  of  which  was  a  label  in- 
fcribed  with  the  names  of  their  fe¬ 
veral  offences.  All  punifhments 
infli&ed  by  this  ghoftly  tribunal  are 
regarded  by  the  Mexicans  as  a  fer- 
vice  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
Deity,  and  therefore  held  in  the 
higheft  veneration.  Among  the 
good  and  charitable  offices  we  owe 
our  neighbour,  and  recommended  in 
the  Spanilh  catechifm,  I  took  parti¬ 
cular  notice  of  one,  which  is  that,  not 
of  perfuading  him  to  embrace  the 
truth,  but  of  chaftifing  him  with 
llripes  if  he  Ihould  be  found  in 
error. 


Account  of  the  Drefs  and  Manners  of 
the  Arabs  ;  from  the  fame  Work , 

vol.  ii. 

ON  the  eighth  day  of  our  jour¬ 
ney,  we  difcovered  an  Ara¬ 
bian  encampment ;  and  here,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  my  being  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  my  companions,  I  put  on  an 
abe ,  or  robe,  with  a  handkerchief 
floating  on  my  head,  in  the  ffyle  of 
•  the  Arabs  of  the  defert ;  fqr  hither¬ 


to  I  had  been  clad  in  the  Turkifti 
fa  Avion,  which  is  different  from  that 
of  the  Arabs,  particularly  the  Be¬ 
douins.  The  abe  is  made  of  wool¬ 
len  fluff,  and  compofes  the  drefs  of 
both  fexes.  Next  the  fkin  is  gene¬ 
rally  worn  a  white  one  of  a  fine 
quality,  over  which  are  two  others 
of  a  larger  fize  ;  and  while  the  up- 
permoft  remains  loofe  and  flowing, 
the  fecond  is  faftened  about  the  waiff 
with  a  girdle.  The  latter  is  com¬ 
monly  ftriped  black  and  white ;  but 
the  former  is  for  the  greateft  part 
entirely  black.  This  robe  is  of  a 
very  Ample  form ;  and  in  order  that 
the  reader  may  have  a  diftinct  idea 
of  it,  he  has  only  to  conceive  a  fack 
of  an  equal  width  and  length,  which, 
being  flit  lengthways  for  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  putting  it  on,  and  paffed 
over  the' head,  with  two  holes,  one 
in  each  corner,  to  receive  the  arms, 
will  be  an  exafl  model  of  the  Ara¬ 
bian  abe.  This  is  all  the  variety  of 
drefs  that  enters  into  the  wardrobe 
of  the  Arab ;  his  perfon,  however 
is  completely  covered,  and  his  abi 
being  of  fo  clofe  a  texture  as  to  be 
impenetrable  to  water,  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  defence  againft  rain  ;  and,  as  i 
is  large  enough  to  give  free  circula 
tion  to  the  air,  and  denfe  enough  t( 
repel  the  firft  blufli  of  the  fun’s  rays 
it.is  equally  ufeful  againft  the  burn 
ing  heat  of  the  defert.  No  perfoi 
wears  either  breeches  or  drawers,  a 
is  cuftomary  in  towns.  On  theheac 
of  the  male  is  an  ample-fizedhand 
kerchief  of  fllk  and  cotton,  attache* 
to  a  large  piece  of  cotton  cloth 
which,  after  palling  twice  round  th 
head,  falls  upon  the  fhoulders,  co 
vering  them  by  its  breadth.  Th 
ends  of  the  handkerchief  ha  ving  bee 
doubled  down  on  the  mouth  an 
nofe,  are  returned  under  the  fifte 
which  binds  it  to  the  head,  and  i 
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this  manner  the  Arab  endeavours  to 
defend  his  cheft  and  lungs  againft 
the  dangerous  influence  of  a  moll 
formidably  dry  and  parching  wind. 
The  true  Bedouin  Arab  never  fhaves 
either  his  head  or  beard ;  and  his 
hair,  difpofed  into  ten  or  twelve 
trefles,  floats  carelefsly  down  his 
Ihoulders.  The  head-drefs  of  the 
women  is  almoft  the  fame  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  one  perceives  very  little  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  drefs  of  the  two 
fexes,  except  in  the  colour  of  the 
handkerchief,  and  the  jewels  em¬ 
ployed  to  adorn  the  head  of  the  fe¬ 
male.  The  abe  of  the  women,  ferves 
for  a  complete  veil  to  the  face,  there 
being  only  a  fmall  and  neceflary 
aperture  for  the  eyes  :  in  many  parts 
of  thefe  deferts,  however,  the  Arabs 
of  both  fexes  go  entirely  naked. 

The  Bedouins,  leaving  their  ca¬ 
mels  deftined  for  the  Aleppo  market 
conflderably  behind  us,  proceeded  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Arabian 
camp.  One  of  our  men  now  ran  be¬ 
fore,  to  requefl  the  friendfhip  of  the 
tribe,  a  requefl,  which,  of  courfe,  is 
complied  with  almoft  as  foon  as  a 
ftranger  has  arrived  within  the  lines 
of  their  encampment.  ,It  is  granted, 
however,  according  to  cuftom,  under 
all  the  formalities  of  war ;  and  there¬ 
fore  a  party  of  the  Arabian  war¬ 
riors,  ruffling  inftantly  from  their 
camp,  ran  full  fpeed  towards  our  ca¬ 
ravan.  The  Bedouins  difmounted 
from  their  dromedaries,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  equal  celerity  to  meet 
them,  when  mingling  with  much  ap¬ 
parent  rage,  each  holding  his  lance 
pointed  againft  the  breaft  pf  his  op¬ 
ponent,  they  exhibited  a  mock  fight, 
accompanied  with  loud  ftiouts  on 
aothfides.  We  were  foon  introduced 
to  the  camp,  when  peace  and  good 
>rder  were  immediately  reftpred. 
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My  companions  were  defirous  to 
have  fome  traffic  in  camels,  and  we 
fojourned  within  the  lines  of  the 
Arabian  encampment  two  days  and 
a  half. 

One  day  I  went  on  a  vilit  to  the 
Arabian  camp  entirely  alone,  for  my 
conductor,  either  really  or  affe&ing 
to  be  afraid  of  fome  difagreeable  ad¬ 
venture,  declined  his  attendance. 
About  the  diftance  of  forty  paces 
from  their  tents  I  was  accofted  jby  a 
Angle  Arab,  who  deflred  to  know  my 
bufmefs.  Having  made  him  under- 
ftand  that  I  was  a  ftranger  in  the  de- 
fert,  and  that  curioflty  alone  had  led 
me  that  way,  he  faluted  me  with 
much  civility,  and  conducting  me  to 
his  tent,  as  a  mark  of  his  hofpitality 
placed  me  in  the  upDermoft  feat. 
He  was  by  profeflion  a  fmith,  and 
had  a  little  furnace,  which  he  heated 
with  charcoal  obtained  from  the 
roots  of  brambles  gathered  in  thede- 
fert ;  and  had  contrived  to  piece  four 
Ikins  in  the  form  of  a  large  bladder, 
which,  receiving  a  conftant  preflure 
from  two  of  his  children,  ferved  in 
place  of  a  bellows.  This,  like  all  the 
other  tents  in  the  camp,  was  much 
longer  than  broad,  with  a  partition 
in  the  middle :  the  firft  apartment 
belonged  to  the  mafter  of  the  fami¬ 
ly,  while  the  fecond  was  occupied 
by  his  wife  and  other  females,  who 
were  employed  in  drefling  wool.  I 
made  it  my  bufmefs  to  examine  the 
wells  of  the  Arabs,  which  I  found  to 
be  nothing  more  than  large  holes  dug 
in  the  earth,  without  any  lining 
whatever,  and  in  which  the  water 
flood  at  the  depth  of  fix  feet  from  the 
furface.  One  of  the  moft  beautiful 
mares  I  had  ever  feen  was  Handing 
at  the  door  of  a  neighbouring  tent, 
which  I  likewife  took  the  liberty  to 
enter.  Here  I  was  extremely  well 
C  2  received 
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received  by  a  good  old  Arab,  who 
was  employed  in  making  bottfes  and 
troughs  of  goat-lkins ;  every  crea¬ 
ture  I  met,  even  to  the  mare  and  her 
foal,  came  to  fmell  me.  I  proceeded 
to  make  the  tour  of  another  circle  of 
tents,  and  found  them  all  open  to 
leeward,  but  fhut  again!!  the  burn¬ 
ing  wind  of  the  defert,  which  pre¬ 
vails  fix  months  in  the  fame  quarter. 
It  feemed  to  be  the  chief  employ¬ 
ment  of  this  little  commonwealth  to 
drefs  goats  hair,  and  the  wool  of 
their  Iheep  and  camels.  One  cir- 
cumltance  which  furprized  me  not  a 
little,  was  the  incurious  and  indiffe¬ 
rent  air  of  the  people,  who  though 
they  treated  me  with  civility,  yet  ne¬ 
ver  ftirred  from  their  feats  at  my 
approach.  Their  tents  being  open 
lengthways,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  that  an  Arab’s  family  is 
remarkably  populous.  This  liitlefs 
inattention,  efpecially  in  children, 
always  eager  to  examine  whatever 
has  the  air  .  of  novelty,  appeared  to 
me  to  be  extremely  fmgular ;  and  the 
more  fo,  fmce  Grangers  are  but  fel- 
dom  feen  in  this  part  of  Arabia,  it 
being  near  the  centre  of  the  defert. 

The  whole  property  of  an  Arab 
confiits  of  his  herds  and  flocks ;  his 
horfes,  but  more  efpecially  his  mares, 
which  he  confiders  as  much  more  va¬ 
luable,  are  of  great  ufe  to  him  in  his 
excurfions,  and  particularly  in  the 
purfuits  of  war:  he  is  eminently  di- 
jftinguilhed  as  a  horfeman,  and  much 
more  fkilful  in  the  management  of 
that  animal  than, the  native  of  any 
ether  country.  The  Arabian  horfe, 
which  feeds  only  once  a  day,  and 
even  then  makes  but  a  fcanty  meal, 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  fleeted: 
and  moft  abftemious  animal  in  the 
world. 

The  camel  is  perhaps  of  no  lefs 


confequence  to  his  roving  mailer; 
he  ferves  to  tranfport  his  family  and 
property  from  one  part  of  the  defert 
to  another,  and  is,  befides,  an  article 
of  traffic  for  grain  and  other  necef- 
faries  of  life.  When,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  extreme  drought,  his  grafs 
begins  to  fail,  or  his  well  to  be  dried 
up,  the  Arab  decamps,  and  goes  in 
quell  of  water  and  paflure  in  lefs  in- 
hofpitable  regions.  The  whole  de¬ 
fert  is  covered  with  a  fine  fand  mixed 
with  gravel,  which  produces  only  a 
few  brambles  about  a  foot  and  a  half 
high,  and  a  kind  of  grafs  with  a  An¬ 
gle  llalk  of  four  inches,  but  which  is 
never  found  incorporated  in  the 
manner  of  our  green  turf. 

During  the  lummer  months  there 
prevails  in  the  plains  of  Arabia  a 
N.  W.  wind,  violently  heated  by  the 
reflection  of  the  fand ;  and  in  winter 
the  fcorchins:  heat  of  the  S.  E.  is 
perhaps  Hill  more  infupportable.  In 
this  feafon  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  fo 
powerful,  that  the  human  Ikin  be¬ 
comes  crifped,  and  the  pores  fo  con- 
ItriCted  as  to  impede  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  perfpiration.  Hence  the 
Arabian  has  been  taught  to  inter- 
pofe  a  very  denfe  medium  between 
his  body  and  the  folar  rays,  againil 
which  an  European  winter  drefs  of 
the  moil  fubilantial  fabric  would 
prove  but  a  flender  defence ;  he 
doubles  down  a  thick  handkerchief 
tied  round  the  forehead,  over  his 
mouth  and  nofe,  in  order  to  prevent 
that  moiilure  which  is  necefiary  to 
the  lungs  from  being  entirely  ex- 
haulled ;  he  is  obliged,  however,  to 
leave  his  eyes  wholly  unprotected, 
which  fuller  the  moil  acute  pain  from 
the  heat  and  violent  reflection  of  the 
land,  and  which  confequently  be¬ 
come  in  an  early  period  of  life  great¬ 
ly  weakened  and  impaired. 
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As  the  general  afpedt  of  the  de¬ 
ceit  is  that  of  a  vaft  plain  terminated 
on  all  fides  by  the  horizon,  in  vain 
does  the  roving  eye  of  the  traveller 
feek  to  reft  on  fome  intervening  ob¬ 
ject  ;  and  hence,  after  flitting  over  a 
difmal  wafte  of  grey  fand  and  Scorch¬ 
ed  brambles,  it  returns  at  laid,  lan¬ 
guid  and  fatigued,  to  enjoy  a  little 
relaxation  in  the  variety  of  herds 
and  other  Arabian  property  with 
which  it  is  furrounded.  A  deep  and 
mournful  Silence  reigns  over  the 
dreary  landfcape ;  no  beaft,  no  bird, 
no  fpecies  of  infedt,  is  feen  to  diver¬ 
sify  the  fad  uniformity  of  the  fcene. 
In  the  whole  extent  of  Arabia  De¬ 
fer  ta  I  faw  only  four  rabbits,  five  or 
fix  rats,  three  large,  and  feven  or 
eight  Small  birds.  The  laft  were,  be- 
lides,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  inhabited 
country,  whilft  the  former  were  na¬ 
tives  of  a  more  earthy  foil  than  is  ea- 
fily  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  regions. 

The  fpecies  of  rat  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  is  remarkably  handSome,  and 
of  a  breed  very  different  from  any  I 
had  before  met  with :  his  eyes  are 
large  and  Sprightly ;  the  whifkers, 
fnout,  and  brow,  as  well  as  the  belly, 
feet,  and  end  of  the  tail,  are  white, 
whilft  the  other  parts  of  the  body 
are  covered  with  a  long  neat  fur  of  a 
yellow  colour:  the  tail  is  rather 
fhort,  thick,  yellow,  and  pointed  with 
white.  Some  of  thefe  animals  were 
killed,  and,  after  being  roafted,  eaten 
by  the  Arabs,  who  are  accuftomed  to 
throw'  their  fticks  with  furpriimg 
dexterity  at  whatever  bird  or  qua¬ 
druped  happens  to  come  in  their 
way. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  water  found 
m  this  vaft  defert  is  extremely  fait 
and  bitter ;  but  the  Arab  is  trained 
to  the  hardfhips,  and  attached  to  the 
freedom  of  his  native  plains.  Inured 
to  fatigue,  and  carelefs  of  the  con- 


/veniencies  of  a  wealthier  Situation, 
he  looks  down  on  the  efteminate 
pleafures  of  more  temperate  climates 
with  fcorn  and  contempt.  Brave, 
proud,  hofpitable,  and  enterprizing, 
he  is  true  to  all  his  engagements. 
Being  conftantly  expofed,  however, 
to  the  inroads  of  warlike  tribes,' he  is 
prone  to  fufpicion,  and  hence  re¬ 
ceives  all  Strangers  whatever  with 
arms  in  his  hands.  The  individuals 
of  the  fame  tribe,  even  of  the  loweft 
condition,  being  regarded  by  the  reft 
of  the  clan  in  the  light  of  brothers, 
any  injury  done  to  one  is  received 
and  refented  as  an  infult  offered  to 
the  whole.  They  are  extremely 
cautious  of  engaging  in  an  affair 
from  which  blood  may  be  expedted  to 
enfue  ;  but  are  proportionally  Stimu¬ 
lated  to  adtion,  in  contempt  of  every 
danger,  when  they  have  a  caufe  to 
avenge.  .  . 

The  Arab  is  unfortunate  enough  to 
imagine  that  he  has  the  fame  right  to 
interfere  with  the  property  of  ano¬ 
ther,  which  he,  in  exercifing  the  of¬ 
fices  of  hofpitality  with  regard  to  his 
own,  parts  with  to  a  Stranger,  and  in 
this  fenfe  may  be  faid  to  be  a  rob¬ 
ber  ;  but  in  no  cafe  can  he  be 
charged  nationally  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  an  aflaftin.  F rom  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  thefe  virtues  and  preju¬ 
dices,  Seem  to  refult  the  Strength  and 
union  of  the  Arabian  tribes ;  and 
were  their  manners  a  little  more  hu¬ 
manized  by  the  influence  of  Chrif- 
tian  morality,  I  know  no  race  of  men 
whofe  character  would  bid  fairer  for 
happinefs,  or  be  lefs  liable  to  excep¬ 
tion.  The  extreme  barrennefs  of 
their  deferts,  which  difcourages  the 
ambition,  and  defends  them  againft 
the  yoke,  of  a  conqueror,  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  fubfiftence,  and  the  total 
exclusion  of  luxury,  constitute  their 
great  charter  to  independence,  and 
C  3  thefe 
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thofe  undepraved  and  Ample  man¬ 
ners,  by  which  they  have  always 
been  diftinguifhed. 

His  ftrong  attachment  to  freedom 
makes  an  Arab  cautious  of  acknow¬ 
ledging  any  authority  in  his  chief, 
which  he  cannot  difcover  to  be  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  good  of  the  commu¬ 
nity;  but  at  the  fame  time,  being 
frequently  at  war  with  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  he  is  fenfible  that  there  muft 
be  one  man,  in  whole  difcretion  on 
fuchoccafions  the  national  will  ought 
to  center,  in  order  that  the  tribe  may 
take  the  field  in  a  body,  and  ad:  with 
proper  effed  againfl  the  enemy. 
The  Arabian  tribes  in  general  bear 
the  name  of  the  primitive  flock 
whence  they  are  refpe&ively  de- 
fcended,  and  have  no  other  appel¬ 
lation  than  that  of  his  children ; 
the  Arabs  by  whom  I  was  accom¬ 
panied  were  called  Ben  Halet,  or  the 
children  of  Halet. 

The  Arabs  run  with  extraordina¬ 
ry  fwiftnefs,  and  are  Angularly  dex¬ 
terous  in  the  management  of  the 
lance,  have  large  bones,  a  deep 
brown  complexion,  perfons  of  an 
ordinary  flaturc,  but  lean,  mulcular, 
adive,  and  vigorous.  The  Bedou¬ 
ins  fuffer  their  hair  and  beards  to 
grow  ;  and,  indeed,  among  the  Ara¬ 
bian  tribes  in  general,  the  beard  is 
remarkably  full  and  bufhv.  The 
Arab  has  a  large  ardent  black  eye,  a 
long  face,  features  high  and  regular, 
and,  as  the  refult  of  the  whole,  a  phy- 
fiognomy  particularly  flern  and  fe- 
vere.  This  marked  expreflion,  meet¬ 
ing  with  our  pre-conceived  notions 
of  his  character,  gives  him  an  air  of 
great  ferocity  ;  upon  a  little  ac¬ 
quaintance,  however,  his  formidable 
afpedl  fettles  into  fomething  truly  no¬ 
ble  and  manly. 

The  tribes  which  frequent  the 
middle  of  the  defert  have  locks 


fomewhat  crifped,  extremely  fine, 
and  approaching  the  woolly  hair  .of 
the  negro:  my  own,  during  the  fhort 
period  of  my  travels  inthefe  regions, 
became  more  dry  and  delicate  than 
ufual,  and,  receiving  little  nourifh- 
ment  from  a  checked  perfpiration, 
fhewed  a  difpofition  to  affume  the 
fame  frizzled  and  woolly  appearance. 
An  entire  failure  of  moifture,  and  the 
exceflive  heat  of  climate  by  which  it 
was  occafioned,  feemed  to  be  the 
principal  caufes  of  thefe  fymptoms ; 
my  blood  was  become  extremely 
dry,  and  my  complexion  differed 
little  at  laft  from  that  of  a  Hindoo  or 
Arab.  It  is  not  my  intention,  how¬ 
ever,  to  offer  any  theory  relative 
to  the  flrong  influence  climate 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  on  the 
external  appearance  of  the  human 
frame. 

Having  confidered  the  Arab  with 
much  attention,  as  to  his  manners  and 
principles  of  adion,  I  cannot  agree 
in  the  common  opinion  which  makes 
a  propenfity  to  robbery  a  natural  in¬ 
gredient  in  his  charader.  I  had  the 
firongefl  evidence,  in  various  fitua- 
tions,  of  the  honefty  and  fidelity  of 
my  fellow-travellers  :  I  faw  them  as 
a  little  commonwealth  living  on  the 
moil  friendly  *and  fociable  terms ; 
nor,  indeed,  have  I  ever  heard  that  an 
Arab  would  be  guilty  of  theft  or.rob- 
bery  againfl  thole  of  his  own  tribe. 
His  appetite  for  plunder  is  exerted, 
in  concert  with  his  clan,  againfl 
ftrangers,  and  always  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  deferts.  In  no 
fhape  whatever  will  an  Arab  invade 
the  property  of  another  man  in  a 
town  or  cultivated  country ;  and 
hence  robbery  in  him  is  plainly  de¬ 
rived  from  a  prejudice  of  education; 
a  prejudice  in  all  refpeds  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  ancient  Romans,  who  re¬ 
garded  every  tribe  and  race  of  mer 
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mot  in  their  alliance,  as  enemies  of 
the  republic. 

The  Arab  pays  a  fcrupulous  re¬ 
gard  to  all  his  engagements  with 
Grangers ;  and  therefore  the  tra¬ 
veller,  upon  making  a  certain  grati¬ 
fication,  in  confideration  of  being 
fuffered  to  pafs  unmoleded,  or  upon 
receiving  the  protection  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual  Arab,  who,  in  this  cafe,  from 
their  fraternal  union,  is  conceived  to 
reprefent  the  tribe,  enjoys  an  entire 
exemption  from  the  ordinary  effeCts 
of  Arabian  prejudices  againlt  dran- 
gers.  In  fuch  circumdances,  a  fo¬ 
reigner  may  crofs  the  delerts  with  as 
little  apprehenfion  of  injuftice  from 
the  natives,  as  he  ever  entertained  in 
travelling  a  high  road  in  his  native 
•country. 

That  the  Arab’s  right  to  his  de- 
ferts  is  of  a  lefs  perfeCl  kind  than 
that  of  other  nations  to  the  coun¬ 
tries  they  refpcCtively  inhabit,  is  an 
argument  that  will  hardly  be  main¬ 
tained  ;  lince,  if  long  and  uninter- 
rupted  pofTelfton,  agreeably  to  the 
legal  maxims  of  every  civilized  peo¬ 
ple,  founds  the  requiiites  of  domi¬ 
nion,  it  is  evident  that  his  claim  to 
the  deferts  is  much  lefs  liable  to  ex¬ 
ception  than  that  of  any  prince 
whatever  to  the  domains  of  his  crown. 
But  is  there  a  fovereign  or  indepen¬ 
dent  date  in  the  world  which  does 
not  vindicate  an  exclufive  right  to 
all  the  ufes  of  its  foil  ? — or  is  this  a 
rule  of  jurifprudence,  in  which  the 
Arab  alone  is  excepted  ?— -a  prince 
deditute  of  authority,  even  on  his 
own  edate,  and  who  mud  patiently 
give  way  to  drangers  pading  at  dif- 
•cretion  over  his  grounds  ?  To  this 
right  of  abfolute  dominion,  how¬ 
ever,  he  has  never  rigidly  adhered  ; 
all  he  requires  is  a  certain  tribute  or 
cudom,  proportioned  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  goods  or  merchandize  meant 
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to  be  tranfported  over  the  deferts ; 
a  cudom.,  befides,  which  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  the  tribe,  as  reprelenting 
the  community,  has  authority  to  ex- 
aCl  or  difpenfe  with  at  his  difcre- 
tion. 

This  privilege,  veded  in  every 
member  of  the  clan,  is  of  general 
notoriety;  and  therefore  intelligent 
travellers  take  care  to  have  an  Arab 
in  their  company,  for  a  pledge  of 
peace  and  fecurity  againd  the  mo- 
leftatiorv  of  his  tribe. 

Such  is  the  political  conditution 
of  the  delert,  and  whoever  conduits 
himfelf  in  conformity  to  it  lias  no¬ 
thing  to  dread  from  the  depredations 
of  the  natives.  But  if  men,  acting 
from  ignorance,  or  in  contempt  of 
Arabian  manners,  expofe  themfelves 
to  be  pillaged,  they  have  no  right  to 
reprefent  the  Arabs  collective] y,  and 
without  didinCtion  or  enquiry,  in  the 
odious  colours  of  robbers  and  ban¬ 
ditti. 

The  peculiar  circumdances  of  this 
country  mud,  no  doubt,  often  render 
his  life  perfonally  painful  to  the  na¬ 
tive  ;  but  his  hardships  are  confide- 
rably  counterbalanced  by  the  fweets 
of  independence,  and  that  confidence 
and  affeCtion  which  unite  him  to 
his  tribe  in  all  its  intereds  and  pur- 
fuits. 

The  freedom  and  equality  of  con¬ 
dition  enjoyed  by  the  natives,  in 
fpite  of  the  difmal  afpeCt  of  their 
deferts,  created  in  mv  mind  many 
emotions  of  indinCtive  pleafure;  an 
admonition  which  1  confider  as  the 
voice  of  nature,  and  whence  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  infer  the  real  value  and  im¬ 
portance  of  thefe  advantages.  The 
circumdances  of  the  Arab  by  no 
means  preclude  him  from  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  pleafure;  befides  an  ha¬ 
bitual  and  animating  fenfe  of  his  in- 
dependance,  he  drinks  the  milk  of 
C  4  his 
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liis  cattle,  and  regales  himfilf  with 
jnanv  palatable  diihes  to  which  we 
are  Grangers :  he  runs  and  dances 
with  great  vivacity,  and  pradtifes 
many  other  manly  and  ufeful  exer- 
<cifes.  His  dances  are  fometimes  gay 
and  exhilarating,  but  he  is  more 
particularly  addidled  to  fluch  as  are 
warlike,  and  have  a  tendency  to 
train  him  for  the  day  of  battle  ;  in 
thefe  the  Arab  goes  through  various 
evolutions,  his  lance  in  his  hand, 
with  the  pioft  dexterous  agility. 
Thefe  dances  are  equally  in  ufe 
among  the  Biffayan  and  Javanefe 
Indians,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  the  latter  are  armed  with  the 
buckler  as  well  as  the  lance.  The 
dances  more  peculiar  to  the  women 
are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  fp rightly 
$nd  gay,  the  other  impaffioned  and 
Voluptuous,  the  objett  of  which  is  to 
excite  certain  ideas  in  a  manner  ex¬ 
tremely  expreffive.  A  s  in  thefe  it  is 
the  principal  intcnt’on  that  the  rul¬ 
ing  lentiment  be  ftro'ngly  marked  in 
the  eye,  and  the  expreihon  of  the 
features  be  in  harmony  with  the  mo¬ 
tions  and  attitudes  of  the  body,  it  is 
jieceffary  to  the  dancer’s  performing 
with  approbation,  that  her  imagina¬ 
tion  be  highly  inflamed.  Of  this 
fpecies  of  dance,  the  Spanlfh  fan- 
dango,  and  the  calenda  of  America, 
afford  a  faint  reprefentation  ;  and  it 
is  probable  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as 
the  negroes  of  Guinea  and  Angola, 
borrowed  it  from  the  Arabians. 

Their  wool,  the  ffaple  commodity 
cf  the  deferfs,  ferves  as  the  materials 
of  the  cloth  and  tapeilry  of  the 
Arabs ;  and  thefe  would  by  no  means 
difgrace  the  dexterity  of  an  Euro¬ 
pean  manufacturer.  Of  their  goat- 
fkins  they  make  bottles  and  troughs 
for  giving  water  to  their  cattle. 
Their  flocks,  which,  on  account  . of 
|heir  rapid  increafe,  would  foon  be- 
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come  a  burthen  to  their  owners,  they 
barter  in  civilized  countries  for  arti¬ 
cles  of  d  efs,  corn,  dates,  and  what¬ 
ever  elfe  their  neceffities  require. 
Such  of  the  Arabian  tribes  as  border 
on  the  Euphrates  and  improveable 
lands,  cultivate  a  fmall  portion  of 
ground ;  but  as  foon  as  the  feed¬ 
time  is  over  they  betake  themfelves 
to  the  roving  purfuits  of  the  defert, 
and  only  return  in  autumn,  in  order 
to  reap  the  benefit  of  the  harveff. 

A  tribe  of  Arabs  on  their  march 
acrofs  the  defert  is  a  very  curious 
and  entertaining  objeCl.  On  this 
ccc  fion  a  vaft  extent  of  plain  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  the  eye,  covered  with 
herds  and  flocks,  preceded  by  a  troop 
of  camels  laden  with  tents,  baggage, 
and  poultry,  animals  which,  at  the 
firft  fignal  for  their  departure,  in- 
ffantly  take  wing,  and  perch  on  the 
back  of  the  dromedary.  Behind 
thefe  is  another  fet  of  camels,  charg¬ 
ed  with  all  the  lame  and  infirm  ani¬ 
mals,  which,  by  their  various  and 
difeordant  cries,  give  ffifficient  no¬ 
tice  of  the  pain  and  hardfhips  of  their 
confinement.  Upon  a  third  fet  are 
groupes  of  women  and  children, 
whofe  painful  fereams  mix  in  ftrar.ge 
confufion  with  the  bleating  and  bel¬ 
lowing  of  numberlefs  animals,  of  all 
humours,  ages,  and  fpecies.  It  is 
diificdlt  to  conceive  a  more  irkfome 
fituation  than  that  of  the  Arab’s 
wife,  in  the  midft  of  her  children, 
weeping,  fighting,  and  fcrambling 
all  around  her.  Such  of  the  women 
as  are  exempt  from  the  incumbrance 
of  infants,  employ  themfelves  on 
their  camels  in  fpinning,  or  grinding 
corn  with  hand-mills.  High  above 
this  Angular  mafs  of  tumult  and  dif- 
order,  appears  a  foreft  of  lances,  at 
leaff  eight  or  ten  feet  in  length, 
while  the  ear  is  ftunned  with  the 
hoarfe  voice  of  the  Arab,  chiding 
’  *  "  '  •*'  expoflulating 
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expoftulating,  or  commanding  li- 
lence  in  his  family  ;  but  whole  chief 
Care  is  to  form  a  ftrong  rampart  for 
the  defence  of  the  little  common¬ 
wealth  on  its  march. 


Account  of  a  cujiom  among  the  Hin¬ 
doos,  of  the  widow's  burning  her- 
Jelf  with  the  corpfe  of  her  deceafed 
'  hufoand ;  from  the  J'econd  volume  cf 
Sketches ,  chiefly  relating  to  the  hif- 
tory ,  SAc.  of  the  Hindoos. 

THE  pradlice  of  burning  the 
dead  is  almofl:  univerfal ;  and 
that  of  the  widow  burning  herfelf  on 
the  funeral  pile  with  the  body  of  her 
deceafed  hufband  liill  exills.  It 
feems  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  Mahomedan  government  to  dif- 
courage  a  practice  lo  fhocking  to 
humanity;  but  the  governors  of 
the  provinces  are  acculed  of  having 
employed  the  prejudice  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos  to  gratify  their  avarice,  by 
conniving  at  it  for  a  fum  of  money. 
It  at  prefent  prevails  moll  in  the 
Mahratta  dominions,  and  in  the 
countries  of  the  ancient  Rajahs, 
where  inllances  of  the  kind  are  fre¬ 
quently  to  be  met  with,  particularly 
in  families  of  high  dillindtion.  In 
the  territories  belonging  to  the  En- 
glifh,  it  has  every  where  been  op¬ 
posed,  and  rarely  happens  there  un- 
lefs  it  be  done  fecretly,  or  before 
thofe  who  may  have  authority  to 
prevent  it  can  be  fufficiently  ap¬ 
prized.  The  law  rather  recom¬ 
mends  than  requires  it,  as  it  only 
fays :  “  It  is  proper  for  a  woman 
to  burn  herfelfwith  herhufband’s 
“  corpie;’'— -and  future  bleffings  are 
promised  as  a  reward  for  doing  fo. 
But  in  cafe  the  widowjhouid  prefer 
to  live,  (he  is  enjoined  to  obferve 
Inviolable  chahity,  to  cut  off  her 
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hair,  and  not  to  wear  jewels  or  any, 
other  ornament.  There  are  never- 
thelefsfome  particular  cafes  in  which, 
it  is  even  forbidden.  A  woman  is 
not  to  burn  herfelf,  if  fhe  be  with, 
child ;  or  if  her  hufband  died  at  a 
diftance..  from  her,  unlefs  fhe  can- 
procure  his  girdle  and  turban  to  be 
placed  on  the  funeral  pile.  The 
intention  of  fo  barbarous  a  pra&ice 
is  fufficiently  evident ;  and  in  all 
Oriental  countries,  the  fuperiority 
and  fecurity  of  the  hufoand,  and  the 
prefervation  of  his  domeflic  autho¬ 
rity,  feem  to  have  been  a  main  ob¬ 
ject  with  legillators. 

Such  is  the  influence  of  cuftom, 
and  the  fenfe  of  fhame,  that  a  wo¬ 
man  of  the  highelt  birth,  brought 
up  with  the  care  and  delicacy  fuit- 
able  to  her  rank,  and  pofleffing  that 
timidity  and  gentlenefs  of  maimers 
natural  to  her  fex,  and  for  which  the 
women  of  Hindollan  are  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diflinguifhed,  will  undergo 
this  awful  facrifice  with  as  much 
fortitude  and  compofure  as  ever 
were  exhibited  by  any  hero  or  phi— 
lofopher  of  antiquity. 

I  never  was  prefent  at  fuch  a  ce¬ 
remony,  but  a  perfon  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  who  happened  to  fee 
one,  gave  me  the  following  defcrip- 
tion  of  it : 

“  A  funeral  pile  being  erefted 

on  a  piece  of  ground  that  was 
“  confecrated  to  the  purpofe,  the 

body  of  the  Rajah  was  brought 
“  from  the  fort,  accompanied  by 
“  many  Brahmans,  and  others, 
“  and  followed  by  the  widow,  at- 
“  tended  by  relations  of  both 
“  fexes.  Being  arrived  at  the  fune- 
“  ral  pile,  the  body  was  placed  on 
“  it,  and  certain  ceremonies  being 
“  performed,  the  widow  took  leave 
“  of  her  relations.  She  embraced 
“  thofe  of  her  own  fexj  took  off 

“  feme 
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**  fome  jewels  that  lhe  wore,  and 
6t  diftributed  them  among  them,  as 
4(  the  laft  tokens  of  her  affection. 
**  The  women  appeared  to  be  great- 
«  ly  affli&ed;  fome  filently  weep- 
**  ing,  and  others  making  exceffive 
«  lamentations.  But  fhe  was  per- 
4e  fe&ly  compofed,  fmiled,  and  en- 
44  deavoured  to  comfort  them.  She 
«  then  advanced  to  the  pile,  and  in 
**  a  folemn  manner  walked  round 
*(  it.  She  Hopped;  and  after  con- 
<c  tern  plating  the  corpfe  touched  the 
feet  with  her  hand,  and  raided  it 
to  her  forehead,  inclining  her  body 
forwards.  She  then  faluted  the 
**  fpeilators  in  the  fame  manner ; 
*e  and  with  the  afiiftance  of  the 
4t  Brahmans  mounted  the  pile,  and 
«  feated  herfelf  by  the  fide  of  the 
corpfe.  Some  who  Hood  near 
«  her  with  torches  in  their  hands, 
«  fet  fire  to  it,  and,  as  it  was  com  - 
«  pofed  of  dry  wood,  ftraw,  and 
te  other  combuftible  materials,  it  was 
«  inftantly  in  a  flame.  The  fmoke 
t(  was  at  firft  fo  great,  that  I  ima- 
*c  gine  this  unfortunate  young  vic- 
€t  tim  muft  have  been  immediately 
ft  fuffocated ;  which,  I  own,  afforded 
me  a  fort  of  melancholy  comfort, 
“  from  the  idea  that  her  fufferings 
et  would  foon  be  ended.” 

The  Hindoos  fometimes  ere6t  a 
chapel  on  the  fpot  where  one  of  thefe 
facrifices  has  been  performed  ;  both 
on  account  of  the  foul  of  the  decea- 
fed,  and  as  a  trophy  of  her  virtue. 

t  remember  to  have  feen  one  of 
thefe  places,  where  the  fpot  on  which 
the  funeral  pile  had  been  eredted 
was  iitclofed,  and  covered  witji  bam¬ 
boos,  formed  into  a  kind  of  bovver, 
planted  with  flowering  creepers. 
The  infide  was  fet  round  with  flow¬ 
ers,  and  at  one  end  there  was  an 
image. 


Diodorus  Siculus  gives  a  remark* 
able  inftance  of  a  young  Indian 
princefs  that  burnt  herfelf  with  the 
body  of  her  hulband,  who  was  kil¬ 
led  while  commanding  the  Indian 
troops  that  aflilled  Antig'onus  againft 
Eumenes. 

The  funeral  obfequies  are  always 
performed  at  night,  generally  with¬ 
in  twenty-four  hours  after  deceafe; 
and  the  heat  of  the  climate  renders 
it  neceffary  not  to  delay  them.  As 
loon  as  a  perfon  dies,  advice  Is  fent 
to  all  the  relations,  and  thofe  who 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  repair  to 
the  houfe,  to  condole  with  the  family, 
and  attend  the  funeral.  A  Brahman 
p  refides  over  the  ceremony,  and  all  the 
kinfmen  who  are  to  affift  at  it  {have 
and  walh  themfelves.  The  Brahman 
having  likewife  performed  his  ablu¬ 
tions,  blefles  and  purifies  the  houfe, 
fprinkling  it  with  confecrated  water. 
The  principal  relation,  or  mourner, 
addrefiing  himfelf  to  die  dead,  calls 
out  his  name,  and,  with  thofe  pre- 
fent,  joins  the  Brahman  in  praying 
the  gods  to  be  favourable  to  him. 
The  prayer  being  ended,  they  per¬ 
form  a  kind  of  iacrifice  with  a  fire 
made  of  the  facred  grafs,  koas,  into 
which  they  throw  incenfe  and  the 
allies  of  burnt  cow-dung.  The 
Brahman  again  repeats  feveral  pray¬ 
ers  ;  a  barber  fhaves  the  deceafed, 
and  pares  his  nails ;  after  which 
the  affiftants  walk  the  body,  rub  it 
with  the  dull  of  fandal  wood,  paint 
on  the  forehead  the  mark  of  the 
call,  and  cover  it  with  a  clean  robe. 
It  is  then  placed  on  a  palankeen, 
adorned  with  flowers;  and,  preceded 
by  perfons  with  large  trumpets,  and 
tam-tams,  or  Imall  drums,  it  is  car¬ 
ried  to  the  ground  deflined  for  the 
performance  of  the  funeral  rites, 
which  is  always  at  fome  diftance 
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from  the  towns.  The  relations  and 
friends  follow  it,  and  when  the  pro- 
ceffion  arrives  near  to  the  funeral 
pile,  the  corpfe  is  put  down,  and  a 
facrifice  is  performed  to  the  aerial 
fpirits,  or  genii  of  the  place.  After 
the  body  has  been  examined,  to  fee 
if  there  be  any  figns  of  life,  it  is 
placed  on  the  pile,  and  one  of  the 
relations,  having  a  torch  given  to 
him  by  a  Brahman,  fets  fire  to  it, 
with  his  back  turned  towards  the 
corpfe.  The  others  affilt  in  light¬ 
ing  it;  fome  are  employed  in  burn¬ 
ing  perfumes;  and  all  make  lamen¬ 
tations,  or  repeat  prayers,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  tam-tams  and  other 
inftruments.  A  facrifice  is  after¬ 
wards  performed  to  the  manes  of  the 
deceafed,  which  is  repeated  on  the 
fame  fpot  for  feveral  days  fucceffive- 
ly.  When  the  pile  is  burnt  out, 
they  fprinkle  the  allies  with  milk  and 
confecrated  water.  The  bones  are 
gathered  up  with  great  care,  and 
put  into  an  earthen  vale,  which  is 
kept  until  an  opportunity  be  found 
of  throwing  it,  if  polfible,  into  the 
Ganges,  or,  if  that  be  at  too  great 
a  diltance,  into  fome  other  facred 
river. 


Anecdotes  of  Voltaire  during  his  <vi/it 
,  to  the  late  ki+g  of  Pruffia ;  from 
the  firft  <vol.  of  the  Life  of  Vol¬ 
taire,  by  the  Marquis  de  Condor- 
cet,  tranfated from  the  French. 

IN  the  palace  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  he  found  peace,  and 
even  the  femblance  of  freedom ; 
feeling  at  firil  no  kind  of  fubjec- 
tion,  except  that  of  palling  fome 
hours  with  the  king  to  correct  his 
works,  and  to  teach  him  the  art 
of  writing.  He  ufually  fupped 
with  his  majefty ;  and  thefe  fup- 
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pers,  at  which  there  was  freedom 
in  excefs;  wnere  every  queftion  of 
metaphyfics  and  morals  was  dif- 
cufied  without  rellraint;  where  the 
moll  unbounded  pleafantry  enli¬ 
vened,  or  cut  ferious  argument 
Ihort;  and  where  the  king  general¬ 
ly  difappeared  to  give  place  to 
the  man  of  wit,  were  moments  of 
agreeable  relaxation  to  Voltaire, 
The  remainder  of  his  time  was  con- 
fecrated  to  ftudy. 

Here  he  improved  fome  of  his 
tragedies,  finifhed  his  Age  of  Louis 
tSie  XIVth,  correfted  his  poem  of 
the  Maid  of  Orleans,  wrote  part  of 
his  Eflay  on  the  Manners  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Nations,  and  compofed  the 
poem  on  Natural  Law ;  while  Fre¬ 
deric  governed  his  ellates  without 
a  minilter,  infpected  and  improved 
his  army,  compofed  poetry  and 
mufic,  and  wrote  philofophy  and 
hiliory.  ' 

The  royal  family  encouraged 
Voltaire  in  his  purfuits ;  he  ad- 
drelfed  verfes  to  the  princefies, 
a&ed  tragedy  with  the  brothers  and 
fillers  of  the  king,  and  while  he 
taught  them  to  declaim,  led  them 
to  feel  the  beauties  of  French  poe¬ 
try  :  for  poetry  ought  to  be  fpoken 
aloud  ;  nor  can  it  be  underllood,  in 
a  foreign  tongue,  by  thofe  who  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  hearing  it  re¬ 
cited  by  fpeakers,  who  can  give  it 
that  accent  and  force  which  are  its 
charadlerillics. 

This,  Voltaire  called  the  palace 
of  Alcina ;  but  the  enchantment 
was  of  too  Ihort  duration.  The 
men  of  literature,  who  had  been 
longer  at  Berlin  than  himfelf,  were 
jealous  of  preference  which  was  too 
confpicuous,  efpecially  of  that  kind 
of  independence  which  he  preferved, 
that  familiarity  which  the  charms 
and  brilliancy  of  his  wit  gave  him. 
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and  that  art  of  mingling  truth 
with  panegyric,  and  of  imparting 
to  flattery  the  tone  of  jocular  eafe. 

La  Metrie  told  Voltaire  that  the 
king,  to  whom  he  was  one  day 
mentioning  thofe  marks  of  kind- 
nefs  he  difcovered  for  his  cham¬ 
berlain,  replied,  “  I  want  him  at 
prefent  to  revife  my  works ;  but 
having  fucked  the  orange,  we  throw 
away  the  rind.”  When  Voltaire 
heard  this,  the  encantation  was 
over;  and  his  mind  felt  that  kind 
of  fufpicion  which  never  fuffered 
him  to  lofe  fight  of  his  project:  for 
efcaping. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  was 
informed  that  Voltaire,  being  pref- 
fed  by  general  Manftein  to  revife 
his  memoirs,  had  anfwered,  “  The 
king  has  lent  me  his  dirty  linen  to 
walk,  yours  mult  wait;”  and  that, 
another  time,  he  had  faid,  in  a  fit 
of  ill-humour,  pointing  to  fome 
poetical  papers  of  the  king,  lying 
on  the  table,  “  That  man  is  C'eefar 
and  the  Abbe  Cottin.” 

Mutual  inclination,  however,  a£t- 
ed  on  the  monarch  and  the  philofo- 
pher.  Frederic  faid,  long  after 
their  reparation,  that  he  had  never 
met  with  fo  amiable  a  man  as  Vol¬ 
taire;  and  Voltaire,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  his  refentment,  which  never 
was  entirely  effaced,  confelfed,  that 
when  Frederic  thought  proper,  he 
was  the  moll  pleafing  of  mankind. 
They  likewife  united  in  their  open 
contempt  for  prejudice  and  *  fu- 
perftition,  the  pleafure  they  took 
in  making  them  the  eternal  objedts 
of  their  jets;  their  common  love 
for  that  philofophy  which  is  chear- 
ful  and  inviting;  and  their  mutual 


difpofition  to  fearch  and  to  feize  oft 
the  ridiculous  in  whatever  pretend¬ 
ed  to  fuperior  gravity,  were  the 
fame.  Hence  it  lhouid  have  feem- 
ed  that  the  torm  mut  have  ended 
in  a  calm,  and  that  interet  and 
pleafure  mut  have  continued  them 
in  friendlhip ;  but  the  jealouly  of 
Maupertuis  rendered  them  irre- 
concileable. 

Maupertuis,  a  man  of  much  wit, 
but  not  of  too  much  learning,  and 
of  till  lefs  philofophy,  was  torment¬ 
ed  by  that  detre  of  fame  which 
makes  us  chufe  trifling  means  when 
the  great  are  wanting,  utter  para¬ 
doxes  when  we  are  unable  to  dis¬ 
cover  truths,  generalife  formula 
when  we  cannot  invent  them,  and 
accumulate  incongruities  when  we 
are  deficient  in  new  ideas.  In  Pa¬ 
ris,  he  had  been  feen  to  leave  the 
company,  or  hide  himfelf  behind  a 
fcreen,  when  he  could  not  continue 
the  principal  fpeaker;  and  in  iike 
manner  at  Berlin,  whether  at  the 
academy  of  fciences  or  the  table  of 
the  king,  he  would  be  the  firffc. 
He  was  indebted  to  Voltaire  for  a 
great  part  of  his  reputation,  as  well 
as  for  the  honour  of  being  perpe¬ 
tual  prefident  of  the  academy  of 
Berlin,  and  of  exercifing  authority 
there  in  his  majefty’s  name. 

Some  jefls  which  Voltaire  had 
indulged  in,  when  Maupertuis,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  king  to  the  army,  was 
taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Mol- 
witz,  had  angered  him,  and  he 
vented  his  complaints  with  ill-hu¬ 
mour.  Voltaire  returned  a  friend¬ 
ly  anfwer,  and  appeafcd  him  by 
writing  four  lines  for  his  portrait. 
Maupertuis,  fome  years  afterward. 


*  By  fuperflition  M.  de  Condorcet  means  revealed  religion.  The  reader  muft 
make  allowances  for  the  freedom  of  the  author’s  religious  as  well  as  political 
fentimenta. 

...  >  took 
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took  it  much  amifs  that  Voltaire  had 
not  mentioned  him  in  his  difcourfe 
when  elefted  to  the  French  aca¬ 
demy  ;  and  the  arrival  of  Voltaire 
at  Berlin  completed  his  difguft. 
He  faw  him  the  friend  of  the  fove- 
reign,  in  whole  prefence  he  himfelf 
was  but  a  courtier ;  and  beheld  him 
giving  leffons  to  the  man  from 
whom  he  received  orders. 

Surrounded  by  enemies,  and  dif¬ 
fident  of  the  continuance  of  royal 
friendfhip,  Voltaire  fecretly  re¬ 
gretted,  and  endeavoured  to  reco¬ 
ver,  his  loll  independence.  He 
thought  proper  to  employ  a  Jew  to 
transfer  a  part  of  his  property  out 
of  Pruffia.  The  Jew  betrayed  his 
trull ;  and,  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
Voltaire,  who,  having  detedled  him, 
would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  rob¬ 
bed,  he  brought  an  abfurd  adlion, 
knowing  that  hatred  is  not  difficult 
in  admitting  evidence.  The  king, 
to  punilh  his  friend  for  having  at¬ 
tempted  to  preferve  his  liberty  and 
property,  pretended  to  believe  him 
guilty,  to  deliver  him  up  to  jullice, 
and  even  to  exclude  him  his  pre¬ 
fence  till  the  caufe  fhould  be  deter¬ 
mined. 

Voltaire  addrelfed  himfelf  to 
Maupertuis,  who  had  not  yet  openly 
tellified  his  fentiments,  and  requell¬ 
ed  his  interference  with  the  chief 
judge.  Maupertuis  returned  a 
haughty  refufal,  and  Voltaire  per¬ 
ceived  he  had  another  enemy.  This 
ridiculous  fuit,  at  length,  ended,  as 
it  Ihould  do ;  the  Jew  was  condemn¬ 
ed,  and  was  pardoned  by  Voltaire. 
The  king  then  admitted  Voltaire 
once  more,  and  added  new  marks  of 
refpedl  to  former  kindnefs,  by  be¬ 
llowing  on  him  a  houfe  near  Potf- 
dam. 

The  eyes  of  hatred,  however, 
are  always  open  and  watchful  of 
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opportunity.  La  Beaumelle,  a  pro- 
tellant,  and  native  of  Languedoc, 
firffc  an  apprentice  to  a  gofpel  mi- 
niller  at  Geneva,  and  afterwards 
a&ing  the  French  wit  in  Denmark, 
being  foon  difmilfed  from  Copenha¬ 
gen,  came  to  feek  his  fortune  at 
Berlin ;  having  no  other  title  to 
fame  than  that  of  having  lately  pub¬ 
lished  a  libel.  ,  He  went  to  V oltaire, 
and  prefented  the  book  to  him,  in 
which  Voltaire  himfelf  was  ill  treat¬ 
ed,  and  in  which  the  men  of  wit, 
who  had  been  invited  into  Pruffia, 
among  whom  he  was  come  to  foli- 
cit  a  place,  were  compared  to  apes, 
or  thofe  dwarfs  who  had  formerly 
been  maintained  at  certain  courts. 
Such  a  ridiculous  overlight  was 
the  momentary  object  of  pleafantry 
at  the  king’s  fupper;  but  the  jells 
were  reported  to  La  Beaumelle  by 
Maupertuis,  who,  charging  them 
all  to  the  account  of  Voltaire,  made 
La  Beaumelle  his  irreconcileable  foe, 
and  fecured  to  himfelf  a  tool,  who 
aided  his  malice  by  lhameful  libels, 
without  bringing  the  character  of 
the  prefident  of  the  academy  in 
quellioh. 

Maupertuis  wanted  affillance ;  he 
had  lately  advanced  the  leaft  pofflble 
aftion,  as  a  new  mechanical  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  was  much  controvert¬ 
ed,  though  the  illuilrious  Euler  did 
it  the  honour  of  defending  it,  and  at 
the  fame  time  inllrufted  its  author  in 
its  full  extent  and  true  ufe.  Ivoe- 
nig  not  only  oppofed  it,  but  afierted 
it  was  not  new,  and  quoted  the  frag¬ 
ment  of  a  letter  from  Leibnitz,  in 
which  it  was  contained.  Mauper¬ 
tuis,  having  learnt  from  Koenig 
himfelf  that  he  had  only  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  Leibnitz,  thought 
proper  formally  to  fummons  him 
before  the  academy  of  Berlin,  to 
produce  the  original.  Koenig  an- 
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{wered,  that  he  obtained  his  copy 
from  the  unfortunate  Hienzi,  who 
had  long  fince  been  beheaded,  for 
having  attempted  to  deliver  the 
people  of  the  Canton  of  Berne  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  fenate.  The 
original  was  not  to  be  found  among 
the  remaining  papers  of  Hienzi;  and 
the  academy,  from  motives  partly 
of  fear  and  partly  of  meannefs,  de¬ 
clared  Koenig  unworthy  of  the 
title  of  academician,  and  ftruck  him 
from  their  lift.  Maupertuis  feemed 
not  to  have  known  that  the  general 
voice  of  the  learned  only  could  be- 
flow,  or  take  from  him,  the  honour 
of  making  a  difcovery,  that  this 
opinion  muft  be  free  arid  voluntary, 
and  that  any  formal  aft,  by  render¬ 
ing  it  fufpicious,  would  but  dimi- 
nilh  its  authority. 

Voltaire  had  been  acquainted 
with  Koenig  at  Cirey,  where  he 
came  to  give  left’ons  in  the  do&rines 
of  Leibnitz  to  Madame  du  Chate- 
let.  He  had  preferved  a  degree  of 
friendfhip  for  him,  though  he  had 
fometimes  indulged  himfelf  in  jells 
to  his  difadvantage,  during  his  refi- 
dence  in  France.  He  did  not  love 
Maupertuis,  and  hated  perfecution, 
whatever  form  it  might  alfume  to 
torment  mankind ;  he  therefore 
openly  took  the  part  of  Koenig, 
and  publifhed  fome  writings,  in 
which  reafon  and  juftice  were  fea- 
foned  by  delicate  and  poignant 
wit.  Maupertuis  engaged  the  va¬ 
nity  of  the  king  in  behalf  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  academy,  and  prevailed 
on  him  to  exaft  a  promife  from 
Voltaire  to  ridicule  neither  it  nor 
its  -prefident.  The  promife  was 


given ;  but  unfortunately  the  king* 
who  had  commanded  filence,  ima¬ 
gined  he  himfelf  might  fpeak.  He 
wrote  feveral  humorous  pieces, 
which,  but  with  fome  little  inequa¬ 
lity,  were  partly  againft  Mauper¬ 
tuis,  and  partly  againft  Voltaire. 
The  latter  imagined  that  the  king, 
by  this  conduit,  had  releafed  him 
from  his  promife,  and  that  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  being  the  only  one  who 
Ihould  laugh  was  not  included  in 
the  royal  prerogative.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  profited  by  a  general  permif- 
fion  which  he  had  formerly  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  fent  his  Akakia  to  the  prefs, 
in  which  Maupertuis  was  devoted 
to  eternal  ridicule. 

The  king  laughed.  He  had  little 
affection,  and  lefs  efteem  for  Mau¬ 
pertuis  ;  yet,  jealous  of  his  own  au¬ 
thority,  he  caufed  this  piece  of  hu¬ 
mour  to  be  burnt  by  the  hangman. 
This  is  a  mode  of  vengeance  which 
it  is  rather  fingular  that  a  philofo- 
phic  king  Ihould  borrow  from  the 
inquifition. 

The  infulted  Voltaire  fent  the 
monarch  his  crofs,  his  key,  and  the 
patent  for  his  penfion,  with  the  four 
following  lines- — 

je  les  re$u  a~j!ec  tendrejje , 

Je  les  r  envois  avec  douleur ; 

Comme  un  am  ant,  dans  fa  jaloufe 
ardeur , 

Rend  It  portrait  de  fe  mditreffe 

He  fighed  for  freedom,  but  he  could 
not  obtain  this  by  fending  back 
what  he  at  firft  had  called  fplendid 
baubles ,  but  which  he  ever  after¬ 
ward  named  marks  of  fwvery.  He 
wrote  from  Berlin,  wliere  he  was 


*  Thefe  gifts  I  took,  with  joy  of  heart, 

From  them  with  grief,  as  great,  I  part; 

The  jealous  lover,  thus,  returns 
Her  gifts,  for  whom  his  bofom  burns, 

in. 
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ill,  for  permiffion  to  depart.  The 
king,  who  wiflied  to  humble  but 
not  to  lofe  him,  fent  him  fome  bark, 
but  no  permiffion.  He  again  wrote 
that  it  was'necefiary  he  ihould  go 
and  drink  the  waters  of  Plombiers ; 
he  was  anfwered,  thofe  of  Silefia 
were  equally  falutary. 

Voltaire,  at  length,  thought  pro* 
per  to  alk  to  fee  his  majelty,  flat¬ 
tering  himfelf  that  by  his  prefence 
he  could  awaken  fentiments  which 
were  rather  wounded  than  extinft. 

The  baubles  he  had  formerly 
poflefled  were  returned  to  him.  He 
flattened  to  Potfdam,,  faw  the  king, 
and  a  few  moments  produced  a  total 
change.  Familiarity  revived,  for¬ 
mer  chearfulnefs  was  recovered 
even  at  the  expence  of  Maupertuis, 
and  Voltaire  obtained  permiffion  to 
go  to  Plombiers,  on  giving  his  pro- 
mife  to  return. 

Voltaire  flattened  to  Leipflc, 
where  he  made  fome  flay,  to  re¬ 
cover  his  ftrength,  which  had  been 
exhaufted  by  this  long  perfecution. 
Maupertuis  fent  him  a  ridiculous 
challenge,  the  only  effect  of  which 
was,  that  it  opened  a  new  fource  to 
his  inexhauftible  pleafantry.  From 
Leipflc  he  went  to  viflt  theDuchefs 
of  Saxe-Gotha,  a  princefs,  who  cul¬ 
tivated  letters,  loved  philofophy, 
and  was  fuperior  to  prejudice.  At 
her  requeft  he  there  began  his  An¬ 
nals  of  the  Empire. 

From  Gotha,  he  departed  for 
Plombiers;  and  took  the  road  to 
Frankfort.  Maupertuis  was  deter¬ 
mined  on  revenge ;  his  challenge 
had  been  unfuccefsful,  and  the  li¬ 
bels  of  La  Beaumelle  he  thought 
infufficient.  This  his  contemptible 
fecond  had  been  obliged  to  quit 
Berlin,  after  a  ridiculous  adventure 
and  fome  weeks  imprifonment.  He 
had  fled  to  Gotha  with  a  chamber* 
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maid,  who  had  robbed  the  miftrefs 
fhe  had  left;  his  libels  had  drivenhim 
from  Frankfort;  and  he  hadfcarcely 
arrived  at  Paris  before  he  was 
thrown  into  the  Baflile.  The  pre- 
fident  of  the  academy  at  Berlin  had 
therefore  to  feek  another  avenger. 
He  embittered  the  ill -humour  of 
the  king.  The  flownefs  with  which 
Voltaire  travelled,  his  fray  at  Gotha, 
and  a  conflderable  annuity  for  the 
lives  of  himfelf  and  his  neice  Ma¬ 
dame  Denis,  purchafed  of  the  Duke 
of  Wirtemberg,  all  fpoke  his  deter¬ 
mination  of  never  returning  to- 
Pruffia;  and  he  had  taken  with  him 
a  copy  of  the  poetical  works  of  the 
king,  which  were  then  only  known 
to  the  wits  of  the  court. 

A  fear  was  excited  in  Frederic’s 
mind  that  a  fpecies  of  vengeance, 
terrible  even  to  a  royal  poet,  would 
be  taken.  It  was  poffible,  at  leaft, 
that  Voltaire  Ihould  imagine  he  had 
a  right  to  reclaim  the  verfes  he  had 
given,  and  to  fpecify  thofe  he  had 
corrected.  The  king  gave  a  knave, 
whom  he  kept  in  his  pay  at  Frank¬ 
fort,  an  order  to  arreft  Voltaire,  and 
not  to  releafe  him  till  he  Ihould  have 
yielded  up  his  crofs,  his  key,  and  the 
grant  of  his  penflon,  together  with 
the  poems  which  Freitag  called 
<f  the  work  of  Poelhys  of  the  king 
his  matter.”  Thefe  volumes  had  un¬ 
fortunately  been  left  at  Leipflc,  and 
Voltaire  was  kept  in  clofe  confine¬ 
ment  for  three  weeks.  Madame 
Denis,  his  neice,  who  had  come  to 
meet  him,  was  treated  with  like  ri¬ 
gour.  Guards  were  placed  at  the 
door,  and  a  foldier  continual  in 
each  of  their  chambers,  who  never 
fuffered  them  to  leave  his  fight, 
fuch  fears  were  entertained  leaft 
the  work  of  Poelhys  Ihould  efcape. 
This  precious  pledge  was  at  length 
reftored  to  Freitag,  and  Voltaire 
*  was 
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was  releafed  ;  but  not  however  till 
he  had  been  obliged  to  bellow  • 
money  on  certain  adventurers  who 
took  that  opportunity  to  com¬ 
mence  litigious  fuits :  having  ef- 
caped  from  Frankfort  he  went  to 
Colmar. 

The  king  of  Prullia,  alhamed  of 
his  ridiculous  anger,  difavowed  the 
proceedings  of  Freitag,  but  he  had 
fo  much  morality  as  not  to  puniih 
him  for  having  obeyed.  During 
the  period  of  his  friendlhip  for  Vol¬ 
taire,  Frederic,  in  thevtranfports  of 
enthufiafm,  has  ofcen  killed  his 
hands;  and  Voltaire,  after  his  im- 
prifonment,  comparing  the  two 
periods,  faid  to  his  friends — <c  He 
has  a  hundred  times  kilfed  the  hand 
he  fo  lately  manacled.” 


Life  of  the  late  Mr.  Duval,  fuperin- 
tendant  of  the  imperial  library  and 
rolled  ion  of  medals  at  Vienna ;  from 
the  European  Magazine  for  Odo- 
ber  1791. 

ALENTINE  Jameri  Duval 
was  born  in  1695,  in  the  little 
village  of  Artonay,  in  Champagne. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  loll  his 
father,  a  poor  labourer,  who  left 
his  wife  in  a  hate  of  poverty,  and 
burthened  with  children,  at  a  time 
when  war  and  famine  defolated 
Trance. 

In  this  hate  of  poverty,  the  young 
Duval  accuhomed  himfelf  from  his 
Infancy  to  a  rude  life,  and  to  the 
privation  of  almoh  every  necehary. 
Mifery,  far  from  extinguilhing 
the  happy  difpohtions  with  which 
he  ivas  born,  ferved  on  the  contrary 
to  develope  that  mafculine  courage 
which  he  retained  to  the  laft  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  life.  He  had  fcarcely 
Earned  to  read,  when,  at  the  age 


of  twelve  years,  he  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  a  peafant  of  the  fame  vil¬ 
lage,  who  appointed  him  to  take 
care  of  his  poultry.  The  unifor¬ 
mity  of  fuch  an  employment  did 
not  agree  with  the  natural  vivacity 
of  his  difpofition,  but  he  found  the 
means  of  relieving  it  by  his  fports 
and  frolics,  which  attracted  about 
him  all  the  boys  of  the  village.  He 
prefided  in  their  amufements,  in¬ 
vented  new  ones,  and  his  joviality 
and  good-humour  made  him  the 
delight  of  all  his  alfociates. 

It  was  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fsvere  winter  of  1709  that  he 
quitted  his  native  place,  and  tra¬ 
velled  towards  Lorraine;  but  after 
a  few  days  journey  he  was  feized 
by  an  exceffive  cold,  and  even  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  fmall-pox.  He  mull 
have  died  but  for  the  care  of  a  poor 
fhepherd  in  the  environs  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Monglat,  who  placed  him 
in  a  liable,  or  rather  a  Iheep-pen, 
and  whofe  poverty  could  fupply 
him  with  no  other  articles  of  fub- 
fillence  than  coarfe  bread  and  wa¬ 
ter,  aad  no  other  bed  than  a  trufs 
of  draw.  The  breath  of  the  Iheep 
foon  difpelled  his  cold,  and  occa- 
fioned  a  perfpiration  that  affilled 
the  diforder  with  which  he  was  in- 
fedled.  His  horrible  deformity, 
which  fcarcely  left  a  trace  of  the 
human  figure,  did  not  prevent 
the  Iheep  from  frequently  vifiting 
him. 

As  I  had  not  the  (Length,” 
fays  he,  “  to  drive  them  away, 
they  frequently  took  the  liberty  of 
licking  my  face  ji,  but  the  roughnefs 
of  their  tongues  made  me  expe¬ 
rience  the  torments  of  Mariyas..  I 
did  all  I  could  to  avoid  thefe  cruel 
carefles,  as  much  on  my  own  ac¬ 
count,  as  from  the  apprehenfion  that 
the  venom  with  which  my  face  was 
&  covered 
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covered  might  be  infectious  to  thefe 
foor  aniriials,  not  knowing  then 
that  this  poifon  was  the  peculiar  lot 
of  beings  of  my  own  fpecies.*\ 

From  the  cares  he  received, 
aided  by  the  krength  of  his  conki- 
tution,  he  recovered,  and  quitted 
his  benefaClor  to  continue  his  route 
as  far  as  Clezantine,  a  village 
iituated  on  the  borders  of  Lorraine, 
where  he  entered  into  the  fervice 
of  another  fticpherd,  with  whom  he 
remained  two  years ;  but  taking  a 
difguft  to  this  kind  of  life,  Chance 
tortdu&ecRhim  to  the  Hermitage  of 
La  Rochette,  near  Deneuvre.  The 
hermit,  known  by  the  name  of  Bro¬ 
ther  Palemon,  received  him,  made 
Kim  partake  his  rullic  labours,  and 
embrace  his  mode  of  life. 

The  abode  of  Duval  at  La  Ro¬ 
chette  was  not  of  long  duration; 
he  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  refign  his 
place  to  a  hermit  fent  to  Brother 
Palemon  by  his  fuperiors,  who,  to 
confole  him*  gave  him  a  letter  of 
recommendation  to  the  hermits  of 
St.  Anne,  at  fome  dikance  from  La 
Rochette,  and  a  mile  or  two  beyond 
Luneville. 

Our  young  reclufe,  forced  to 
abandon  his  retreat,  felt  the  utmok 
Akonilhment  in  palling  through 
Luneville,which  was  thefirk  town  he 
had  ever  feen,  and  which  he  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  center  of  magnificence  and 
pleafure. 

It  was  in  the  year  1713  that  he 
arrived  at  the  Hermitage  of  St. 
Anne.  Its  four  folitary  inhabitants 
received  him  with  kindnefs,  and  en- 
trufted  him  with  the  care  of  fix 
covVs,  which  ferved  them  for  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  a  piece  of  arable  land  of 
about  a  dozen  acres;  the  produce 
of  which,  together  with  the  milk 
and  fruits  of  their  little  farm,  were 
appropriated  to  their  own  fubfik- 
Vol.  XXXIII, 
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ence,  and  to  the  dikribution  of  cha¬ 
rity. 

He  had  always  difcovered  an  ar¬ 
dour  for  books,  and  greedily  de¬ 
voured  all  that  fell  in  his  way, 
whatever  might  be  their  fubjeCh. 
It  was  at  St.  Anne’s  that  he  began 
to  learn  to  write.  One  of  the  old 
men  traced  for  him,  with  a  trem¬ 
bling  and  decrepit  hand,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  this  ingenious  art.  ScS 
defective  a  model  could  produce 
but  very  wretched  copies ;  by  his 
zeal  and  ingenuity,  however,  he 
was  foon  able  to  write  an  indiffe¬ 
rent  hand  with  tolerable  readinefs. 

_  One  day  as  he  was  employing 
himfelf,  according  to  cukom,  in 
laying  .fnares  for  game,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  purchafe  books 
and  maps  of  geography,  he  per¬ 
ceived  upon  a  tree  in  the  forek  a 
large  wild  cat,  whole  fpa’rkling  eyes 
and  rich  fur  krongly  excited  his 
avarice.  Refolved  at  all  events  to 
catch  it,  he  climbed  the  tree,  and 
perceiving  that  the  animal  kept  at 
the  extremity  of  the  branches  to 
avoid  him,  he  cut  a  kick  in  order 
to  drive  it  from  its  kation.  He 
gave  it  a  violent  blow  on  the  head, 
and  it  fell  to  the  ground,  but  was 
fo  little  injured  as  to  be  able  to  run 
away.  Our  A  Cleon,  enraged  at  the 
idea  of  lofing  his  prey,  made  a  find- 
lar  leap,  purfued  it,  and  preffed  it 
fo  clofely,  that  the  animal,  upon  the 
point  of  being  taken,  took  refuo-e 
in  a  hollow  tree.  Duval,  redou¬ 
bling  his  ardour,  manoeuvred  fo 
well  with  his  kick  at  the  bottom  of 
the  tree;  that  the  cat,  finding  kfelf 
warmly  attacked,  bolted  from  its 
retreat  to  make  a  new  efcape,  and 
threw  itfelf  direftly  in  the  arms  of 
its  enemy.  He  exerted  all  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  kike  the  animal,  which  be¬ 
came  furious  to  an  excels;  and  iind- 

ing 
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ing  its  head  and  fore-claws  free,  it 
fattened  its  talons  and  teeth  to  the 
head  of  the  hero.  Duval  refolved 
not  to  let  it  efcape,  and,  in  defiance 
of  the  pain  he  felt,  he  tore  it  by  its 
hind  feet  from  his  head,  which  was 
as  it  were  fcalped,  and  killed  it 
againft  a  tree.  Elate  with  his  vic¬ 
tory,  he  fattened  the  cat  to  his  flick, 
and  returned  home.  His  matters, 
feeing  him  covered  with  blood, 
were  terrified ;  but  he  faid  to  them 
with  the  utmoft  indifference,  “  It  is 
a  mere  trifle ;  be  fo  good  as  to 
wafh  my  head  with  a  little  warm 
wine,  and  it  will  foon  be  well ; 
and  here,”  (hewing,  the  cat,  “  here 
is  my  recornpence.”  Nothing  can 
better  depift  the  firm  and  deter¬ 
mined  character  of  this  young  re¬ 
el  ufe,  than  his  conduct  in  this  little 
adventure. 

His  perfevering  zeal  in  the  chace, 
and  the  money  he  procured  for  his 
game,  had  already  enabled  him  to 
make  a  fmall  collection  of  books ; 
when  an  unexpected  occafion  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  the  means  of  adding 
to  it  fome  confiderable  works. 
Walking  in  the  forett  one  day  in 
autumn,  and  ttriking  the  dry  leaves 
before  him,  he  perceived  fomething 
fplendid  on  the  ground,  and  on  tak¬ 
ing  it  up,  found  it  to  be  a  gold  feal, 
with  a  triple  face  well  engraved  on 
it.  He  went  the  following  Sunday 
to  Luneville,  to  intreat  the  vicar  to 
publifh  it  in  the  church,  that  the 
psrfon  who  had  loft  it  might  reco¬ 
ver  it  again  by  applying  to  him  at 
the  Hermitage.  Some  weeks  after 
a  man  on  horfeback,  of  genteel  ap¬ 
pearance,  knocked  at  the  gate  of 
St.  Anne’s,  and  afked  for  the  her¬ 


mits’  boy. — Duval  appeared. 

“  You  have  found  a  feal?”  faid 
the  ftranger  to  him — “  Yes,  Sir.” — 
“  I  will  thank  you  for  it;  it  be¬ 
longs  to  me.” — “  A  moment’s  pa¬ 
tience;  before  I  give  it  you,  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  blazon  your 
arms.” — ■“  You.  are  laughing  at 
me,  young  man ,  you  can  furely 
know  nothing  of  heraldry 
“Be  that  as  it  may.  Sir,  you  fhall 
not  have  the  feal  till  you  have 
blazoned  your  arms.”  The  gen¬ 
tleman  f ,  furprifed  at  the  firm  and 
decided  tone  of  Duval,  alked  him  a 
variety  of  queftions  upon  different 
fubjeCls ;  and  finding  him  equally 
informed  in  all,  he  deferibed  his 
arms,  and  gave  him  two  guineas  as- 
a  recompenee.  Defirous  of  being 
better  acquainted  with  this  young, 
lad,  he  made  him  promife  to  come 
and  breakfaft  with  him  at  Lune- 
ville  every  holiday.  Duval  kept 
his  word,  and  received  a  crown- 
piece  at  every  vifit. 

The  generofity  of  Mr.  Fofter 
continued  during  his  abode  at  Lu- 
neville,  and  he  added  to  it  his  ad¬ 
vice  refpeCiing  the  choice  of  books 
and  maps.  The  application  of 
Duval,  feconded  by  fuch  a  guide, 
could  not  fail  of  being  attended 
with  improvement,  and  he  acquired 
a  confiderable  lhare  of  various  kind 
of  knowledge. 

The  number  of  his  books  had 
gradually  encreafed  to  four  hun¬ 
dred  volumes,  but  his  wardrobe 
continued  the  fame.  A  coarfe  linen 
coat  for  fummer,  and  a  woollen  one 
for  wintGr,  with  his  wooden  fhoes, 
conftituted  nearly  the  whole  of  it. 
His  frequent  vifits  at  Luneville,  the 


*  Among  other  books,  Duval  had  fallen  by  chance  upon  the  Elements  of  He¬ 
raldry,  by  Father  Meneftier. 

f  It  was  Mr.  Fofter,  an  Englifliman  of  merit,  who  was  then  at  Luneville. 
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opulence  and  luxury  that  prevailed 
there,  and  the  Hate  of  eafe  he  began 
to  feel,  did  not  tempt  him  to  quit 
his  firft  fimplicity;  and  he  would 
have  confidered  himfelf  as  guilty  of 
robbery,  if  he  had  fpent  a  farthing 
of  what  was  given  him,  or  what  he 
gained,  for  any  other  purpofe  than 
to  fatis fy  his  paflion  for  ftudy  and 
hooks.  Economical  to  excefs  as  to 
all  phyfical  wants,  and  prodigal  in 
whatever  could  contribute  to  his 
inftru&ion,  and  extend  his  know¬ 
ledge,  his  privations  gave  him  no 
pain.  In  proportion  as  his  mind 
ripened,  and  the  circle  of  his  ideas 
enlarged,  he  began  to  refled  upon 
his  abjed  date.  He  felt  that  he 
was  not  in  his  proper  place,  and  he 
wiihed  to  change  it.  From  this 
inftant  a  fecret  inquietude  haunted 
him  in  his  retreat,  accompanied  him 
in  the  foreft,  and  diftraded  him  in 
the  midft  of  his  ftudies. 

Seated  one  day  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree,  abforbed  in  his  refledions,  and 
furrounded  by  maps  of  geography, 
which  he  examined  with  the  moil 
eager  attention,  a  gentleman  fud- 
denly  approached  him,  and  alked 
•with  an  air  of  furprize  what  he  was 
doing. — “  Studying  geography,’’ 
faid  he. — “  And  do  you  underhand 
any  thing  of  the  fubjed  ?” — “  Moll 
afl'uredly ;  I  never  trouble  myfelf 
about  things  I  do  not  under¬ 
hand.” — “  And  what  place  are 
you  now  feeking  for?” — “  I  am 
trying  to  find  the  moh  dired  way 
to  .  Quebec.” — “  For  what  pur¬ 
pofe  ?” — “  That  I  might  go  there, 
and  continue  my  ftudies  in  the 
univerfity  of  that  town  But 

why  need  you  go  for  this  purpofe 
to  the  end  of  the  world?  There 
are  univerfities  nearer  home,  fape- 

*  He  had  read  in  one  of  his  books  of  this 
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rior  to  that  of  Quebec;  and  if  it 
will  afford  you  any  pleafure,  I  will 
point  them  out  to  you.”  At  this 
moment  they  were  joined  by  a 
large  retinue  belonging  to  the 
young  princes  of  Lorraine,  who 
were  hunting  in  the  foreft  with 
Count  Vidampiere  and  Baron 
Pfutfchner,  their  governors.  A  va¬ 
riety  of  quefiions  were  put  to  Du¬ 
val,  which  he  anfvvered  with  equal 
preciflon  and  good-fenfe,  and  with¬ 
out  being  out  of  countenance.  It 
was  at  length  propofed  by  Baron 
Pfutfchner  and  Count  Vidampiere* 
the  perfon  who  firft  accofted  himf 
that  he  fhould  continue  his  ftudies 
in  form  in  the  college  of  Jefuits  of 
Pont-a-Mouflon.  Duval  felt  the 
importance  of  this  propofal,  but 
defired  time  to  confider  of  it;  ad¬ 
ding,  that  he  valued  his  liberty,  and 
would  never  quit  his  retreat  without 
being  fure  of  preferving  this  pre¬ 
cious  gift  of  nature.  They  difpel- 
led  his  apprehenfions  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  and  Baron  Pfutfchner  promifed 
to  call  upon  him  in  a  few  days. 

The  Baron  kept  his  word,  and 
came  to  inform  him,  that  Leopold 
Duke  of  Lorraine  would  take  him 
under  his  protection,  and  furnifh  him 
with  the  means  of  purfuing  and  finifh- 
ing  his  ftudies.  He  invited  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  go  with  him  to  court 
at  Luneville.  Our  young  reclufe 
was  attached  to  the  Hermitage,  and 
could  not  quit  it  without  tears* 
Having  vowed  an  eternal  gratitude 
to  his  benefactors,  he  fet  oft  in  a 
chariot  and  fix  with  the  Baron.  On 
his  arrival  at  Luneville  he  Was 
prefented  to  the  Duke,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  the  midft  of  a  nume¬ 
rous  court,  whom  this  lingular  event 
had  contributed  to  aflemble.  He 

univerfity,  which  gave  rife  to  his  defire. 

D  2  anfwered 
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anfwered  every  quefiion  that  was 
"par  to  Kim  without  being  confufed 
or  at  a  lofs,  notwithdanding  the  no¬ 
velty  of  the  fcene  to  him,  and  the 
important  part  he  had  to  a<d.  Some 
ladies  having  exprefied  their  fur- 
prize  at  the  beauty  of  his  teeth,  he 
faid  very  ingenioufly,  **  What,  la¬ 
dies,  can  there  be  adonidiing  in 
this?  It  is  an  advantage  which  I 
enjoy  in  common  with  all  the  ca¬ 
nine  fpecies.”  The  Duke,  charmed 
with  his  fimplicity  and  his  happy 
phyfiognomy,  renewed  his  promife 
of  protection,  and  committed  the 
tare  of  his  edablidiment  at  the  col¬ 
lege  of  Pont-a-Maufion  to  Baron 
Pfutfchner.  His  books  and  effeCls 
were  conveyed  thither;  he  was 
clothed,  and  an  annual  penfion  af- 
figned  him. 

Duval’s  natural  tade  for  dudy, 
added  to  his  defire  of  anfwering  the 
expeditions  ofhis  illuftrious  patron, 
made  him  redouble  his  zeal.  Hif- 
tory,  geography,  and  antiquities, 
were  the  ftudies  he  preferred,  and 
in  which  his  new  guides  were  pecu* 
Jiarly  qualified  to  aflid  him. 

The  fedentary  life  he  now  led 
being  no  longer  balanced  as  here¬ 
tofore  by  frequent  bodily  exercifes, 
bis  conditution  foon  felt  the  ef- 
feCls. 

His  animal  fpirits,  heated  by  his 
clofe  application  and  his  fittings-up, 
difordered  his  imagination ;  and  it 
was  in  this  date  that  the  accidental 
fight  of  a  young  beauty  kindled  in 
bis  heart  a  fudden  and  violent  love. 
Fatigued  by  his  repeated  druggies 
with  thg  mod  impetuous  of  the  hu¬ 
man  pafiions,  he  read  one  day  in  St. 
Jerome,  that  hemlock  was  a  certain 
cure  for  it.  Charmed  with  this  im¬ 
portant  difcovery, '  he  immediately 
procured  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
this  herb,  and  eat  it  as  a  fallad. 


The  imprudence  nearly  cod  him  hi$ 
life.  The  poifon  having  chilled  hia 
blood  and  dried  up  his  lungs,  he  was 
feized  with  a  dangerous  illnefs,  the 
fatal  efie&s  of  which  were  long  felt 
by  him.  Weakened  however  as  he 
was  by  ill  health*  his  dudies  Were 
unremitted :  condantly  attached  to 
his  books,  he  never  quitted  them  but 
to  breathe  fometimes  a  pure  air  in 
the  woods  and  foreds.  Thefe  foli- 
tary  rambles  recalled  to  his  mind 
the  padoral  life  he  had  led ;  and  th« 
remembrance  was  fo  pleafing,  that 
they  became  to  his  death  his  favou¬ 
rite  recreation. 

He  continued  alfo  to  find  pleafure 
in  taking  game,  as  well  as  in  fi filing* 
Having  one  day  obferved  that  there 
were  eels  in  the  dream  that  flowed 
at  the  foot  of  the  convent  in  which 
he  reflded,  he  contrived  the  following 
means  to  catch  them  :  He  pafled  a 
rod  through  one  of  the  panes  of  the 
window,  which  he  balanced  on  a 
pivot.  To  one  end  of  the  rod  he 
fixed  a  line  with  a  hook,  and  the 
other  communicated  to  a  belb  that 
hung  by  his  bed-fide,  in  fueh  a 
manner  that  on  the  lead  motion,  of 
the  rod  the  bell  would  ring  and 
awake  him*  On  hearing  the  bell 
one  night  he  leaped  from  his  bed, 
ran  to  the  window,  and  on  drawing 
the  line  he  found  hknfelf  fca'rcely 
able  to  fupport  the  weight  that 
hung  to  it.  It  was  an  enormous  eel, 
which,  the  moment  he  was  laying 
hold  of  it,  efcaped  from  his  hand?, 
fell  into  the  room,  and  became  in- 
dantly  invifible.  Having  a  long  time 
fought  for  it  to  no  purpofe,  he  at  lad 
heard  a  great  budle  in  thebake-hoUfe 
under  him.  The  eel,  having  found 
a  hole  in  the  floor,  had  fallen  into 
the  trough  at  the  very  moment  the. 
bakef  was  kneading  his  dough. 
Terrified  at  feeing  this  creature 

Wiithe 
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writhe  ^nd  twill,  and  flounce  about 
in  the  tub,  and  fear  magnifying  the 
objedl  ten- fold,  the  baker  conceived 
that  he  faw  the  Devil  himfelfin  this 
enormous  and  frightful  fhape.  He 
took  to  his  heels,  flirieking  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  alarm  the  whole  con¬ 
vent.  The  reverend  fathers  ran 
from  all  lides,  fome  agitated  them- 
felves  by  terror,  and  others  trying 
in  vain  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  this 
Angular  event.  The  enigma  mult 
have  remained,  inexplicable,  if 
Duval  had  not  come  to  their  fuc- 
cour. 

He'  lived  two  years  in  this  houfe, 
and  the  improvement  he  made  was 
fo  great, that  Duke  Leopold,  as  a  ne- 
compence,  and  to  give  him  an  op-' 
portunity  of  frill  further  progrefs, 
permitted  him  in  1718  to  make  a 
journey  to  Paris  in  his  fuite.  On 
his  return  the  next  year,  the  Duke 
appointed  him  his  Librarian,  and 
conferred  on  him  the  oflice  of  Pro- 
feflor  of  Hiltory  in  the  Academy  of 
Luneville. 

He  Ihortly  after  read  public  lec¬ 
tures  on  Hiltary  and  Antiquities : 
they  were  attended  with  the  great- 
dt  fuccefs,  and  frequented  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  young  Englifhmen,  among 
whom  was  the  immortal  Chatham. 
Duval,  ftruck  with  the  diftinguiihed 
air,  as  well  as  with  the  manly  and 
fonorous  voice,  of  this  young  man, 
predi&ed  more  than  once  a  part  of 
his  fate.  The  generofity  of  Duval’s 
pupils,  added  to  his  own  csconomy, 
foon  enabled  him  to  fliew  his  gratis 
tude  to  the  Hermits  of  St.  Anne. 
He  formed  the  project  of  building 
this  Hermitage,  the  cradle  of  his 
fortune,  anew,  and  of  confecrating 
to  it  all  his  favings.  A  handfome 
fquare  building,  with  a  chapel  in  the 
middle  cf  it,  and  furrounded  with  a 
COndderabls  quantity  of  land,  con- 
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filling  of  a  garden,  an  orchard,  a 
vineyard,  a  nurfery  of  the  bell  fruit- 
trees,  and  fome  arable  ground,  were 
the  refult  of  this  generous  intention. 
His  principles  of  beneficence  and 
humanity  led  him  to  render  this  in- 
llitution  ufeful  to  the  public.  The 
hermits  of  St.  Anne  were  ordered 
to  furnifh  gratuitoufly,  and  at  the 
dillance  of  three  leagues  round,  the 
produce  of  their  nurfery,  and  every 
kind  of  tree  that  Ihould  be  demand¬ 
ed  of  them,  and  to  every  perfon 
without  exception.  They  were  fur¬ 
ther  obliged  to  go  and  plant  them 
themfelves,  if  it  were  required, 
without  exadling  any  reward,  or 
even  taking  refreihment,  unlefs  they 
found  themfelves  at  too  great  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  Hermitage  to  return 
to  dinner. 

Duval,  occupied  by  his  lludies 
and  the  infpedtion  ©f  the  Hermitage 
of  St.  Anne,  had  fpent  many  years 
in  perfedl  content,  when  an  uneTfc- 
pedted  accident  interrupted  his  fe¬ 
licity.  Duke  Leopold  died  in 
1 73  8,  and  his  fon  F rancis  exchanged 
the  Duchy  of  Lorraine  for  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany.  King 
Staniflaus,  the  new  pofleflor  of  Lor¬ 
raine,  ufed  indeed  the  moil  urgent 
entreaties  to  prevail  on  Duval  to 
continue  in  the  oflice  of  Profeifor  in 
the  Academy  of  Luneville;  but  his 
attachment  to  his  old  patron  would 
not  permit  him  to  lillen  to  the  pro- 
pofal.  He  went  to  Florence,  where 
he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  du¬ 
cal  library,  which  was  transferred 
thither.  Nctwithllanding  the  charm¬ 
ing  climate  of  Italy,  Lorraine,  to 
which  he  had  fo  many  reafons  to 
be  attached,  did  not  ceafe  to  be  the 
objedt  cf  his  regret,  His  regret  was 
considerably  increafed  by  his  repa¬ 
ration  from  the  young  Duke  Fran¬ 
cis,  who  on  his  marriage  with  the 
D  3  heirefi 
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heirefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftrla  was 
obliged  of  courfe  to  relide  at  Vien¬ 
na.  The  icience  of  Medals,  upon 
which  Duval  had  already  read  lec¬ 
tures  in  Lorraine,  became  now  his 
favourite  amufement,  and  he  was 
defirous  of  making  a  collection  of 
ancient  and  modern  coins.  He 
was  deeply  engaged  in  this  purfuit 
when  the  Emperor  Francis,  who 
had  formed  a  fimilar  delign,  fent  for 
him,  that  he  might  have  the  care 
and  management  of  the  collec¬ 
tion.  _ 

During  his  abode  at  Vienna  it 
was  cuftomary  with  him  to  wait 
upon  the  King  after  dinner.  One 
day  he  quitted  him  abruptly,  with¬ 
out  waiting  till  he  Ihould  be  dif- 
miffed.  “  Where  are  you  go¬ 
ing?”  faid  the  Prince. — “  To 
hear  Gabrieli,  Sire.” — “  But  Ihe 
fings  fo  wretchedly.” — “  Let  me 
entreat  your  majelly  not  to  fay 
this  aloud.”-—' “  Why  not?”— 
u  Becaufe  it  is  of  importance  to 
your  majelly,  that  every  one  Ihould 
believe  what  you  fay ;  but  in  this 
no  one  will  believe  you.”  The 
Abbe  Marcy,  who  was  prefent  at 
this  convention,  faid  to  him,  as 
they  came  out  together,  “  Do  you 
know,  Duval,  that  you  have  ipoken 
to  the  Emperor  a  bold  truth?”— 
“  So  much  the  better,”  replied  he  ; 
“  I  hope  lie  will  profit  by  it.”  In 
17 51  he  was  appointed  bub- Pre¬ 
ceptor  to  the  Arcnduke  Jofeph,  the 
late  Emperor;  but  he  refufed  this 
office,  flattering  as  it  was  to  vanity, 
and  gave  the  reafons  of  his  refufal 
in  writing.  He  preferved  never- 
thelefs  the  friendship  of  their  ma- 
jefties,  and  continued  to  receive 
new  proofs  of  it. 

Once  during  the  Garnival,  the 
queen  laid  a  bet  with  his  majelly, 
y/ho  piqued  himfelf  on  being  able 
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to  find  out  all  the  malks,  that  ft® 
would  give  her  arm  at  the  ball  to 
a  malk  that  he  Ihould  not  difcover. 
Duval,  who  had  never  been  at  a 
ball  in  his  life,  was  entreated  to 
wait  upon  the  maids  of  honour,  that 
he  might  be  dreffecT  for  the  occa- 
fion.  He  went,  and  endeavoured 
to  excufe  himfelf,  alledging  his  ex¬ 
treme  aukwardnefs,  and  entire  igno¬ 
rance  how  to  conduct  himfelf:  but 
he  was  obliged  to  yield ;  and  every 
thing  being  ready,  he  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  her  majelly.  The  Em- 
prefs  gave  him  her  arm;  and  af- 
fuming  a  tone  of  gaiety  to  encou¬ 
rage  him,  fhe  faid  among  other 
things,  as  they  went  to  the  ball, 
“  Well,  Duval,  I  hope  at  leafl  you 
will  dance  a  minuet  with  me.”— * 
f‘  I,  Madam!  I  have  learned  in 
the  woods  no  other  dance  than  that 
of  tumbling  head  over  heels.”  The 
Emprefs  laughed  heartily  at  his  re¬ 
ply,  and  prefently  they  arrived  at 
the  formidable  affembly-room.  The 
Emperor,  anxious  to  win  his  bet, 
was  already  there;  but  his  efforts 
were  vain  to  difcover  the  malk, 
which,  after  two  hours  llay,  was 
fuffered  to  depart.  The  difguife 
of  Duval,  and  the  conflraint  he 
experienced  in  fo  great  a  croud, 
had  made  him  very  warm  ;  and  in 
returning  from  the  ball  he  caught  a 
violent  cold,  which,  as  he  pleafantly 
faid  himfelf  preferved  him  from 
the  danger  of  being  elated  with 
pride  at  the  diftinCtion  conferred 
upon  him. 

He  was  beloved  by  all  the  impe¬ 
rial  family ;  but  from  his  extreme 
modefiy  he  was  fcarc{dy  acquainted 
with  the  perions  of  many  individu¬ 
als  of  it.  The  eldeffc  Archducheffes 
palling  him  one  day  without  his  ap¬ 
pearing  to  know  them,  the  king 
of  the  Romans,  who  was  a  little 

behind 
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"behind  them,  and  who  perceived 
Kis  abfence,  alked  him,  if  he  knew 
thofe  ladies  ?  “  No,  Sir,”  faid  he 
rngenuoufly. — .«  I  do  not  at  all 
wonder  at  it,”  replied  the  Prince  ; 
“  it  is  becaufe  my  lifters  are  not 
antiques.” 

A  philofopher  in  the  ftrift  fenfe 
of  the  word,  Duval  thus  lived,  in 
the  midft  of  luxury  and  human 
greatnefs,  a  life  truly  paftoral,  ne¬ 
ver  deviating  from  his  firft  plan, 
and  never  more  happy  than  in  the 
depth  of  his  retreat.  The  perfon 
ef  whefe  fociety  he  was  moft  fond, 
was  Mademoifelle  du  G-uttenberg, 
iirft  femme  de  chambre  of  the  Em* 
prefs.  She  had  a  cultivated  under- 
ftanding,  and  a  heart  ever  ready  to 
compaftionate  and  relieve  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  humanity  This  cha¬ 
racter,  perfectly  analogous  to  his 
■own,  infpired  him  with  the  greateft 
confidence.  He  not  only  faw  her 
regularly  when  at  court,  but  in  the 
frequent  abfences  whicii  Ihe  was 
obliged  to  make,  he  wrote  to  her 
very  afiiduouily.  A  confiderable 
part  of  this  correfpondence  was 
found  among  the  papers  of  the  de- 
funCt,  collected  together  and  placed 
in  order  by  himfelf. 

His  health  being  again  impaired 
by  his  clofe  application  to  ftudy, 
he  was  advifed  to  take  a  fecond 
journey  to  re-eftablifti  it.  He  re¬ 
turned  into  France,  and  arrived 
at  Paris  in  1752,  where  he  found 
2.  number  of  perlons  who  were  de- 
-  £rous  of  fhewing  him  civilities,  and 
rendering  his  abode  agreeable.  The 
Abbe  Lenglet  du  Frefnoy,  M.  du 
Frefne  d’Aubigny,  the  Abbe  Bar- 
thelemi,  M.  de  Boze,  M.  Duclos, 
and  Madame  de  Graffigny,  were 
among  the  friends  whofe  fociety  he 
cultivated  moft.  Notwithftanding 
-the  diftractions  of  this  new  kind 
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of  life,  his  friends  at  Vienna  w^re 
not  forgotten.  Mademoifelle  de 
Gutte^berg  frequently  heard  from 
him;  he  affirmed  even  in  his  coc- 
refpondence  with  her  the  ft  vie  and 
manners  of  a  petit-maitre ,  and  ne¬ 
ver  wrote  to  her  but  upon  rofe- 
coloured  paper,. 

On  his  return  he  palled  by  Arto- 
nay,  his  native  village.  He  pur- 
chafed  his  paternal  cottage,  which 
one  of  his  filters  had  fold  from 
indigence  ;  and  having  caufed  it  to 
be  pulled  down,  he  built  on  the 
fpot  a  folid  and  commodious  houfe, 
which  he  made  a  pretent  of  to  the 
community  for  the  abode  of  the 
fchoolmafter  of  the  village.  His 
beneficence  diftinguifhed  itfelf  alfo 
in  a  hamlet  fituated  near  Artonay, 
where,  finding  that  there  were  no 
wells,  he  had  feme  dug  at  his  own 
expence. 

From  his  good  ccnftitution,  har* 
dened  by  fatigue,  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  79  years,  without  feeling  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.  In  his  eigh¬ 
tieth  year  he  was  all  at  once  attacked 
with  the  gravel,  which  brought  him 
to  the  brink  of  the  grave.  In  this 
painful  ftate  his  philofophy  gave 
him  a  faperiority  over  common 
minds.:  a  prey  to  the  moft  excruci¬ 
ating  pains,  his  firmnefs  and  intre¬ 
pidity  were  invincible,  and  he  pre- 
lerved  all  his  prefence  of  mind. 
By  the  cares,  however,  of  the  Em* 
prefs,  his  diforder  took  a  favourable 
turn,  and  he  was  fnatched  from  the 
arms  of  death  ;  but  in  the  following 
year  he  was  feized  with  a  fever, 
occafioned  by  indigeftion,  which 
weakened  him  every  day,  and 
fpeedily  put  an  end  to  his  exis¬ 
tence. 

A  few  days  before  his  death  a 
friend  who  attended  him  perceiving 
a  book  in  his  hand,  alked  him  what 
D  4  .  it 
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it  was  ?  “  M.  de  St.  Lambert’s 
Poem  of  the  Seafons,”  he  replied. 
*(  You  are  furprized,  perhaps,  to 
fee  the  attention  of  a  dying  man  em¬ 
ployed  on  a  book  of  this  nature. 
A  book  of  devotion  may  be  more 
fuitable  to  the  ftate  in  which  I  am$ 
but  tortured  with  pain,  I  cannot 
bearferious  reading.  Befide,  I  have 
refle&ed  with  myfelf,  and,  haying 
recapitulated  with  impartiality  the 
adlions  of  my  life,  I  have  found  my 
intentions  to  have  been  upright  and 
g®od.  As  to  faults  that  are  invo¬ 
luntary  and  inleparable  from  hu¬ 
man  weaknefs,  God  will  (I  know) 
pardon  them;  and  I  rely  without  the 


fmalleft  apprehenlion  upon  his  fq- 
preme  goodnefs.”  This  perfect 
tranquillity  of  foul,  the  refult  of  in¬ 
nocence  and  candour,  never  quitted 
him  to  his  lateft  breath.  He  died 
November  3,  1775,  aged  81  years. 
Let  his  afhes  repofe  in  peace  ; — and 
may  Poflerity,  the  arbiter  of  true 
merit,  never  forget  a  man  who,  to 
raife  himfelf  from  the  ftate  of  ob- 
fcurity  to  which  his  birth  feemed 
to  have  condemned  him,  opened 
himfelf  a  way,  and  overcame  diffi¬ 
culties  which  the  perfeverance  of 
genius  alone  was  capable  of  fur- 
mounting  ! 
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On  the  production  of  Ambergris.  A 
communication  from  the  Committee 
cf  Council  appointed  for  the  confe¬ 
deration  of  all  matters  relating  to 
frade  and  Foreign  Plantations. 
From  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
iions,  vol.  lxxxi.  part  i. 

To  Sir  Joseph  Bank,s,  Bart. 

Office  of  committee  of  privy 
council  for  trade,  White¬ 
hall,  15th  January,  1791. 

SIR, 

ORD  Hawkeffiury,  prertdent  of 
the  committee  of  privy  coun¬ 
cil  appointed  for  the  conrtderation 
of  all  matters  relating  to  trade  and 
foreign  plantations,  having  receiv¬ 
ed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Champion,  a 
principal  merchant  concerned  in  the 
Southern  whale-filhery,  informing 
him  that  a  flip  belonging  to  him 
had  lately  arrived  from  the  faid 
fihery,  which  had  brought  home 
362  ounces  of  ambergris,  found  by 
Mr.  Coffin,  captain  of  the  faid  flip, 
in  the  body  of  a  female  fpermaceti 
Whale,  taken  on  the  Coart  of  Gui¬ 
nea  ;  his  lordffiip  thought  fit  to  de- 
fire  captain  Coffin,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Champion,  to  attend  the  lords  of 
the  committee,  that  they  might  be 
examined  concerning  all  the  cir- 
^umftances  of  ^the  fadt  before  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  I  am  directed  by  their 
lordfnips  to  tranfmit  to  you  a  copy 
$fthe  examination  of  thefe  two  gen¬ 


HISTORY. 


tlemen,  that  you  may  communicate 
the  fame  to  the  Royal  Society,  if 
you  fiould  think  that  any  of  the  cir- 
cumrtances  rtated  in  this  examina¬ 
tion  will  contribute  to  remove  the 
doubts  hitherto  entertained  con¬ 
cerning  the  natural  hirtory  and  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  valuable  drug.  I 
fend  you  alfo  a  piece  of  the  am¬ 
bergris  fo  taken  out  of  the  whale, 
and  fome  of  the  bills  of  the  fifli  called 
fquids  (which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
the  food  of  fpermaceti  whales),  and 
which  were  found  partly  in  the  am¬ 
bergris  taken  from  this  female 
whale,  and  partly  on  the  outlidc  of 
it,  and  adhering  to  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W,  Fawkeneh. 

At  the  Council  Chamber,  Whiter 
hall,  the  12th  January,  1791. 

By  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  of  the  committee  of 
council  appointed  for  the 
confideration  of  all  matters 
relating  to  trade  and  foreign 
plantations. 

Read-— Letter  from  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Champion,  a  principal  mer¬ 
chant  concerned  in  the  Southern 
whale-fifhery,  to  lord  Hawkefbury, 
dated  the  2d  inllant,  acquainting  his 
lordlhip,  that  captain  Joihua  Coffin* 
of  the  Ihip  The  Lord  Hawkefbury, 
is  lately  arrived  from  the  Southern 
whale-ffihery ;  and  that  the  faid 
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3hip,  befides  a  cargo  of  76  tons  of 
fpermaceti  oil  and  head-matter,  has 
brought  home  about  360  ounces  of 
ambergris,  which  the  faid  captain 
took  out  of  the  body  of  a  female 
fpermaceti  whale  on  the  Coaft  of 
liuinea. 

MefFrs.  Champion  and  Coffin 
attending,  were  then  called 
in,  and  the  following  quef- 
tions  were  put  to  Mr.  Coffin, 
viz. 

Have  any  of  the  whales  taken 
before  by  fhips  failing  from  Great  - 
Britain,  to  your  knowledge,  con¬ 
tained  any  ambergris  ? 

A.  None,  that  ever  I  heard  of. 
The  American  Ihips  have,  at  times, 
found  fome. 

Ch_  Was  the  ambergris,  found  by 
you,  in  a  bull  or  cow  fifh  ? 

A.  It  was  found  in  a  cow  fifh. 

Is  it  ufual  to  look  for  amber¬ 
gris  in  whales  that  are  killed  ? 

A.  It  has  not  hitherto  been  much 
the  pradlice  to  do  fo. 

How  happened  it  that  you 
difcovered  this  ? 

A.  We  faw  it  come  out  of  the 
fundament  of  the  whale;  as  we 
were  cutting  the  blubber,  a  piece  of 
jt  fwam  upon  the  furface  of  the  fea. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  whale  did 
you  find  the  remainder? 

A.  Some  more  was  in  the  fame 
paflage,  and  the  reft  was  contained 
in  a  bag  a  little  below  the  paftage, 
and  communicating  with  it. 

Did  the  whale  appear  to  be  in 
health  ? 

A.  No;  fhe  did  not.  She  feem- 
ed  fickly,  had  no  flefh  upon  her 
bones,  and  was  very  old,  as  appears 
by  the  teeth,  two  of  which  I  have. 
Though  fhe  was  about  thirty-five 
feet  long,  lhe  did  not  produce  above 

one  ton  and  a  half  of  oil.  A  fifh 

*  •  '  * 


of  the  fame  fize,  in  good  health, 
would  have  produced  two  tons  and 
a  half. 

Have  you  obferved  the  food 
that  whales  generally  feed  upon  ? 

A.  The  fpermaceti  whale  feeds, 
as 'I  believe,  almoft  wholly  upon  a 
fifh  called  fquids.  I  have  often  feen 
a  whale,  when  dying,  bring  up  a 
quantity  of  fquid,  fometimes  whole, 
and  fometimes  pieces  of  it.  The 
bills  of  the  fquid  (fome  of  which 
Mr.  Coffin  produced)  were  found, 
fome  in  the  infide,  and  fome  on  the 
outfide  of  the  ambergris,  flicking 
to  it. 

Did  you  ever  find  any  am¬ 
bergris  floating  on  the  fea? 

A.  I  never  did,  but  others  fre¬ 
quently  have. 

How  long  have  you  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  whale-filhery  ? 

A.  It  is  about  fixteen  years  fince 
I  firft  entered  into  it. 

What  is  the  general  propor¬ 
tion  of  bull  and  cow  whales  you 
have  met  with  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  proportion  to  be 
nearly  equal.  In  my  laft  voyage, 
however,  I  found  only  four  bulls 
out  of  thirty-five  whales.  I  fiffied 
upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa  between 
five  north  and  feven  fouth  degrees 
of  latitude.  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  cow  whale  goes  to  calve  in 
the  low  latitudes,  which  accounts 
for  more  cows  being  found  in  thofe 
latitudes. 

Is  there  any  particular  feafon 
when  the  cow  whales  calve  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Does  the  bull  or  cow  whale, 
in  proportion  to  their  fize,  produce 
moft  oil  ? 

A.  The  cow  whale,  when  big 
with  calf,  produces  more  oil  than  a 
bull  whale  of  the  fame  fize ;  when 
fuckling,  fhe  produces  lefs. 

Arc 
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Are  the  whales  ufually  found 
fingly,  or  in  pairs,  or  in  larger 
numbers  ? 

A  Ufually  in  large  numbers, 
which  we  call  fcools,  and  particu- 
krly  in  the  low  latitudes.  1  have 
feen  from  fifteen  to  perhaps  a  thou- 
fand  together. 

Have  you  any  further  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  fubjeCt  to  give  the 
committee  ? 

A.  We  have  generally  obferved, 
that  the  fpermaceti  whale,  when 
ftruck,  voids  her  excrement ;  if  Ihe 
does  not,  we  conjecture  that  fhe  has 
ambergris  in  her.  I  think  amber¬ 
gris  molt  likely  to  be  found  in  a 
fickly  fifh ;  for  I  confider  it  to  be 
the  caufe  or  the  effeCt  of  fome  dis¬ 
order. 

bfuefiions  put  to  Mr .  Champion. 

At  what  price  does  ambergris 
ufually  fell ;  and  at  what  price  did 
that  taken  by  your  fhip  fell  ? 

A.  A  Small  quantity  had  lately 
fold  at  25 s.  per  ounce;  but  it  was 
then  very  fcarce.  Mine  fold  for 
1 9/.  gd.  per  ounce.  The  whole 
quantity,  found  in  this  whale,  was 
362  ounces  Troy.  The  people  who 
bought  it  told  me,  this  was  a  larger 
quantity  than  was  ever  before 
brought  at  once  to  market.  It  has 
been  generally  fold  at  about  four  or 
five  pounds  at  a  time. 

For  the  ufe  of  what  country 
Was  this  ambergris  bought? 

A.  I  do  not  exactly  know.  It 
w$s  bought  by  a  broker,  who  told 
me,  that  his  principal,  who  pur- 
chafed  about  one  half,  bought  it  for 
exportation  to  Turkey,  Germany, 
and  France.  The  other  half  was 
yurchafed  by  the  druggilts  in  town. 


Qbfer-vations  on  certain  horny  ex- 
crefcencef  of  the  human  body.  By 
Everard  Home,  Ejf,  F.R.S.  From 
the  fame. 

THE  hiftory  of  difeafes  belongs 
not  properly  to  the  province 
of  the  natu'ralift  or  philofopher;  it 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  in¬ 
quiries  of  the  phyfician  and  anato- 
mift;  but  when  difeafe  becomes  z, 
caufe  of  the  formation  of  parts 
fimilar  to  others  exiiling  in  nature, 
but  rendered  uncommon  by  novelty 
of  fituation,  or  produced  in  animals 
to  which  they  are  not  naturally  ap¬ 
propriated,  it  may  be  confidered  as 
having  inftituted  a  monftrous  va¬ 
riety,  highly  deferving  of  attention 
from  the  naturalift. 

To  defcribe  fuch  varieties  is  in¬ 
deed  more  fully  the  office  of  natural 
hiftory  than  of  medicine  ;  but  the 
inveftigation  of  difeafes  which  are 
found  to  fubvert  the  ordinary  laws 
of  nature,  refpeCting  the  fituation. 
or  produdtion  of  parts  in  an  animal 
body,  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the 
medical  practitioner. 

By  thefe  confiderations,  I  have 
been  induced  to  lay  before  the  Royal 
Society  the  following  account  of  a 
difeafe  which  occurs  fometimes  in 
the  human  body,  very  remarkable 
in  its  effeCts,  but  very  little  under- 
ltood  as  to  its  caufe ;  namely,  the 
production  of  an  excrefcence  fimi¬ 
lar  to  a  horn.  So  curious  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  has  naturally  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  ignorant  as  well  as 
the  philofopher ;  and  the  indivi¬ 
duals  who  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  fubjeCt  to  this  difeafe  have 
been  confidered  as  monfters. 

Horny  excrefcences  arifing  from 
the  human  head  have  not  only  oc¬ 
curred  in  this  country,  but  have 

been 
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been  met  with  irt  feveral  other  parts 
of  Europe ;  and  the  horns  them- 
ielves  have  been  depoflted.  as  valu¬ 
able  curiolities  in  the  hr  ft  collec¬ 
tions  in  Europe. 

In  giving  the  hiftory  of  a  difeafe 
fa  rare  in  its  occurrence,  and  in  its 
effects  fo  remarkable  as  almoft  to 
exceed  belief,  it  might  he  thought 
light  to  take  fome  pains  in  bringing 
proofs  to  afeertain  that  fuch  a  dileale 
<ioes  reall  y  exift :  I  confider  the  do¬ 
ing  fo  as  lefs  neceflary  at  prefent, 
there  being  two  women  now  alive, 
and  refiding  in  England,  who  are 
affe&ed  by  the  complaint.  I  fnall, 
however,  in  the  courfe  of  this  pa¬ 
per,  bring  other  evidence  from  the 
teftimony  of  the  moft  refpedtable 
authors  who  have  conftdered  this 
iubject. 

The  two  following  cafes  contain 
a  verv  accurate  and  diftindt  hiftory 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  through 
its  different  ftages,  and  make  any 
further  detail  of  the  fymptoms  in- 
tirely  unneceflary. 

Mrs.  Lonfdale,  a  woman  56  years 
old,  a  native  of  Horncaftle  in  Lin- 
colnftiire,  fourteen  years  ago,  ob- 
ierved  a  moveable  tumor  on  the  left 
fide  of  her  head,  about  two  inches 
above  the  upper  arch  of  the  left  ear, 
which  gradually  increafed  in  the 
courfe  of  four  or  five  years  to  the 
fii'e  of  a  pullet’s  egg,  when  it  burft, 
and  for  a  week  continued  to  dis¬ 
charge  a  thick,  gritty  fluid.  In  the 
center  of  the  tumor,,  after  the  fluid 
was  difeharged,  flie  perceived  a 
final!  foft  fubftance,  of  the  flze  of  a 
pea,  and  of  a  reddifh  colour  on  the 
fop,  which  at  that  time  fhe  took  for 
proud  fiefh.  It  gradually  increafed 
m  length  and  thickneis,  and  conti¬ 
nued  pliable  for  about  three  months, 
when  it  firft  began  to  put  on  a 
l^xpiy  appearance.  In  two  years 


and  three  months  from  its  firft  for-, 
mation,  made  defperate  by  the  in¬ 
creafed  violence  of  the  pain,  fhe  at¬ 
tempted  to  tear  it  from  her  head ; 
and  with  much  difficulty,  and  many 
efforts,  at  length  broke  it  in  the 
middle,  and  afterwards  tore  the  root 
from  her  head,  leaving  a  confider- 
able  depreffion  which  fiill  remains 
in  the  part  where  it  grew.  Its 
length  altogether  is  about  five 
inches,  and  its  circumference  at  the 
two  ends  about  one  inch ;  but  in  the 
middle  rather  lefs.  It  is  curled  like 
a  ram’s  horn  contorted,  and  in  co¬ 
lour  much  refembling  ifinglafs. 

From  the  lower  edge  of  the  de- 
preflxon  another  horn  is  now  grow¬ 
ing,  of  the  fame  colour  with  the 
former,  in  length  about  three  inches, 
and  nearly  the  thicknefs  of  a  fmalj 
goofe  quill ;  it  is  lefs  contorted,  and 
lies  clofe  upon  the  head. 

A  third  horn,  fituated  about  the 
upper  part  of  the  lambdoidal  future, 
is  much  curved,  above  an  inch  in 
length,  and  more  in  circumference 
at  its  root :  its  direction  is  back-  ( 
wards,  with  fome  elevation  from  the 
head.  At  this  place  two  or  three 
fucceflive  horns  have  been  produc¬ 
ed,  which  fhe  has  conftantly  tom 
away;  but  as  frefh  ones  have  fpeedi*. 
ly  followed,  fire  leaves  the  prefent 
one  unmolefted,  in  hopes  of  its  drop¬ 
ping  off. 

Befides  thefe  horny  excrefcences, 
there  are  two  tumors,  each  the  fize 
of  a  large  cockle ;  one  upon  the ; 
upper  part,  the  other  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  left  fide  of  the  head  5 
both  of  them  admit  of  confider-i 
able  motion,  and  feem  to  contain 
fluids  of  unequal  conflftence  ;  the 
upper  one  affording  an  obfeure 
fiu&uation,  the  other  a  very  evident 
one. 

The  four  horns  were  all  preceded  H 
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b}r  the  fame  kind  of  incyfted  tu¬ 
mours,  and  the  fluid  in  all  of  them 
was  gritty;  the  openings  from  which 
the  matter  iflued  were  very  fmall, 
the  cyfls  collapfed  and  dried  up* 
leaving  the  fubftance  from  which 
the  horn  proceeded  diftinguifliable 
at  the  bottom.  Thefe  cyfls  gave 
little  pain  till  the  horns  began  to 
ihoat,  and  then  became  very  dif- 
treflirig,  and  continued  with  fhort 
intervals  till  they  were  removed. — 
This  cafe  is  drawn  up  by  the  fur- 
geon  who  attended  the  woman  for 
many  years,  which  gave  him  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  feeing  the 
difeafe  in  its  different  ftages,  and 
acquiring  an  accurate  hiftory  of  its 
fyfloms. 

Mrs.  Allen,  a  middle-aged  wo¬ 
man,  refident  in  Leicefterfhire,  had 
an  incyfted  tumor  upon  her  head, 
immediately  under  the  fcalp,  very 
moveable,  and  evidently  containing 
a  fluid.  It  gave  no  pain  urdefs 
prefled  upon,  and  grew  to  the  ftze  of 
a  fmall  hen’s  egg.  A  few  years  ago 
it  burft,  and  difeharged  a  fluid  ;  this 
diminifhed  in  quantity,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  a  horny  excrefcence, 
fimilar  to  thofe  above  mentioned, 
grew  out  from  the  orifice,  which 
has  continued  to  increafe  in  fize ; 
and  in  the  month  of  November 
1790,  the  time  I  faw  it,  was  about 
five  inches  long,  and  a  little  more 
than  an  inch  in  circumference  at 
its  bafe.  It  was  a  good  deal  con¬ 
torted,  and  the  furface  very  irre¬ 
gular,  having  a  laminated  appear¬ 
ance.  It  moved  readily  with  the 
fcalp,  and  feemed  to  give  no  pain 
apon  motion;  but,  when  much  han¬ 
dled,  the  furrounding  ikin  became 

*  Ephem.  Acad.  Nat*  Cur.  Dec, 

t  Ibid,  Pec,  i*  An,  I,  Obfervat, 


HISTORY.  45 

inflamed.  This  womati  Came  t<* 
London,  and  exhibited  herfelf  as  a 
fliow  for  money;  and  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  fo  rare  an  occurrence 
would  have  fufliciendy  excited  the 
public  attention  to  have  made  it 
anfvver  her  expectations  in  point  of 
emolument,  had  not  the  circtim- 
ftance  been  made  known  to  her 
neighbours  in  the  country,  who 
were  much  diflatisfied  with  the  mea- 
fure,  and  by  their  importunity  oblig¬ 
ed  her  hulband  to  take  her  into  the 
country. 

That  the  cafes  which  I  have  re¬ 
lated  may  not  be  confidered  as  pe¬ 
culiar  inftances  from  which  no  con¬ 
clusions  can  be  drawn,  it  may  not 
be  amils  to  take  notice  of  fome  of 
the  moft  remarkable  hiftories  of  this 
kind,  mentioned  by  authors,  and  fee 
how  far  they  agree  with  thofe  I 
have  ftated,  in  the  general  charac¬ 
ters  that  are  ftifficiently  obvious  to 
ftrike  a  common  obferver ;  for  the 
vague  and  indefinite  terms  in  which 
authors  exprefs  themfelves  on  this 
fubjeCi  fliew  plainly,  that  they  did 
not  underftand  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  their  accounts  of  it  are 
not  very  fatisfaCiory  to  their  read¬ 
ers. 

In  the  Ephemerzdes  Academia  Na¬ 
ture  Curiofcrum ,  there  are  two  cafes' 
of  horns  growing  from  the  human 
body.  One  of  thefe  inftances  was 
a  German  woman  *,  who  had  fe- 
veral  fwellings,  or  ganglions,  upon 
different  parts  of  her  head,  from 
one  of  which  a  horn  grew.  The 
other  was  a  nobleman  f,  who  had 
a  fmall  tumor,  about  the  fize  of  a 
nut,  growing  Upon  the  parts  cover¬ 
ing  the  two  laff  or  iowermoft  ver¬ 
tebras  of  the  back.  It  continued 

iii-  An,  V.  Append.  p„  14.?. 
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for  ten  years,  without  undergoing 
any  apparent  change ;  but  after¬ 
wards  enlarged  ill  dze,  and  a  horny 
excrefcence  grew  out  from  it. 

In  the  Hidory  of  the  Ruy  a!  Society 
of  Medicine  *,  there  is  an  account 
of  a  woman,  97  years  old,  who  had 
feveral  tumors  on  her  head,  which 
had  been  14  years  in  growing  to 
the  date  they  were  in  at  that  time  : 
{he  had  alfo  a  horn  which  had  ori¬ 
ginated  from  a  fimilar  tumor.  The 
horn  was  very  moveable,  being  at¬ 
tached  to  the  fcaip,  without  any 
adhefion  to  the  fcull.  It  was  fawn 
off,  but  grew  again  ;  and  although 
the  operation  was  repeated  feveral 
times,  the  horn  always  returned. 

Bartholine,  in  his  Epiftles  f ,  takes 
notice  of  a  woman  who  had  a  tumor 
under  the  fcaip,  covering  the  tem¬ 
poral  mufcle.  This  gradually  en¬ 
larged,  and  a  horn  grew  from  it, 
which  had  become  twelve  inches 
long  in  the  year  1646,  the  time  he 
faw  it.  He  gives  us  a  representa¬ 
tion  of  it,  which  bears  a  very  accu¬ 
rate  refemblance  to  that  which  I 
have  mentioned  to  have  feen  in 
November  1790.  No  tumor  or 
dwelling  is  expreded  in  the  figure ; 
but  the  horn  is  coming  diredtly  out 
from  the  furface  of  the  fkin. 

In  the  Natural  Hiflory  of  Che- 
fhire  f,  a  woman  is  mentioned  to 
have  lived  in  the  year  1668,  who 


had  a  tumor  or  wen  upon  her  head 
for  32  years,  which  afterwards  en¬ 
larged,  and  two  horns  grew  out  of 
it ;  (he  was  then  72  years  old. 

There  is  a  horny  excrefcence  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum,  which  is  eleven 
inches  long,  and  two  inches  and  a 
half  in  circumference  at  the  bafe, 
or  thicked  part.  The  following 
account  of  this  hern  I  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  by  Dr.  Gray,  taken 
from  the  records  of  the  Mufeum.  A 
woman,  named  French,  who  lived 
near  Tenterden,  had  *a  tumor  or 
wen  upon  her  head,  which  ir  creafed 
to  the  dze  of  a  walnut ;  and  in  the 
48th  year  of  her  age,  this  horn  be. 
gan  to  grow,  and  in  four  years  ar¬ 
rived  at  its  prefent  dze  ||. 

There  are  many  fimilar  hiflories 
of  thefe  horny  excrefcences  in  the 
authors  I  have  quoted,  and  in  fe¬ 
veral  others ;  but  thofe  mentioned 
above  are  the  mod:  accurate  and 
particular  with  refpeft  to  their 
growth,  and  in  all  of  them  we  find 
the  origin  was  from  a  tumor,  as  in 
the  two  cafes  I  have  related ;  and 
although  the  nature  of  the  tumor  is 
not  particularly  mentioned,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  of  the 
incylled  -kind,  dnee  in  its  progrefs 
it  exadlly  refembled  them,  remain¬ 
ing  dationary  for  a  long  time,  and 
then  coming  forwards  to  the  fkin ; 
and  the  horn  being  much  fmaller 


*  Hiftoire  de  la  Scciete  Royale  de  Medccine,  1776,  p.  316. 

•f  Epiftol.  Thom.  Barthol. 

j  Lee’s  Natural  Hidory  of  Lancashire  and  Chefhire.  .  ( 

|[  The  following  extraft  is  taken  from  the  minutes  of  the  Royal  Society,  Feb. 
14,1704-5. 

“  A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Chariere,  at  Barnftaple,  concerning  a  horn, 
“  feven  inches  long,  cut  off  the  fecond  vertebra  of  the  neck  of  a  woman  in  that 
««  neighbourhood. 

«  Dr.  Gregory  faid,  that  one  of  feven  inches  long,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour,j 
(i  was  cut-off  from  a  woman's  temple  at  Edinburgh.  4  j 

“  Dr.  Norris  faid,  that  two  horns  had  been  cut  off  from  a  woman’s  head  in 
«  Chedure.” 

than 


; 


NATURAL  HISTORY, 


47 


than  the  tumor  previoufly  to  the 
formation  of  the  horn,  is  a  proof 
that  the  tumor  mud  have  burd,  and 
difcharged  its  contents. 

From  the  foregoing  account  it 
mud  appear  evident,  that  thefe 
horny  excrefcences  are  not  to  be 
ranked  among  the  appearances  cal¬ 
led  lufus  nature  :  nor  are  they  al¬ 
together  the  produCl  of  difeafe,  al¬ 
though  undoubtedlythe  confequence 
of  a  local  difeafe  having  previoufly 
exided ;  they  are,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  the  refult  of  certain  ope¬ 
rations  in  the  part  for  its  own  redo- 
ration  ;  but  the  aCtions  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  ceconomy  being  unable  to  bring 
them  back  to  their  original  date, 
this  fpecies  of  excrefcence  is  formed 
as  a  fubditute  for  the  natural  cuticu- 
lar  covering. 


Obferv  ations  on  the  Decompaction  of 
Fixed.  Air ,  tending  to  pro-ve  that 
Charcoal  is  one  of  the  confituent 
principles.  By  Smithfon  Ten¬ 
nant,  Efq.  F.R.S.  From  the  fame , 
part  ii, 

AS  fixed  air  is  produced  by  the 
combudion  of  charcoal,  it  has 
long  been  thought  highly  probable 
that  vital  air  and  charcoal  are  its 
condituent  ingredients.  This  opi¬ 
nion  is  confirmed  by  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  M.  Lavoifier,  from  which 
he  difcovered  that  the  weight  of  the 
fixed  air  which  is  formed  during  the 
combudion  is  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  vital  air  and  charcoal  con- 
fumed  in  the  procefs ;  and  that  the 
fmall  difference  of  weight  may,  with 
great  reafon,  be  attributed  to  the 
production  of  water  arifing  from 
inflammable  air  contained  in  the 
charcoal.  The  compofition  of  fixed 
air  therefore  feems  to  be  deter¬ 


mined,  by  uniting  its  condituent 
parts,  with  as  much  certainty  as  by 
that  mode  of  proof  alone  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  obtain.  But  as  vital  air  has 
a  dronger  attraction  for  charcoal 
than  for  any  other  known  fubftance, 
the  decompofition  of  fixed  air  has 
not  hitherto  been  attempted.  By 
means,  however,  of  the  united  force 
of  two  attractions,  I  have  been  able 
to  decompofe  fixed  air,  and  thus  to 
determine  its  condituent  parts  in 
confequence  of  their  feparation. 

It  has  long  been  known,  that 
when  phofphoric  acid  is  combined 
with  calcareous  earth,  it  cannot  be 
decompofcd  by  didillation  with 
charcoal :  for  though  vital  air  is 
more  drongly  attracted  by  char¬ 
coal  than  by  phofphorus,  yet  in  this 
compound  it  is  retained  by  two  at¬ 
tractions,  by  that  which  it  has  for 
phofphorus,  and  by  that  which  the 
phofphoric  acid  has  for  lime,  fince 
the  vital  air  cannot  be  difengaged 
unlefs  both  thefe  attractions  are 
overcome.  As  thefe  attractions  are 
more  powerful  than  that  which 
charcoal  has  for  vital  air,  if  phof¬ 
phorus  is  applied  to  fixed  air  and 
calcareous  earth,  the  vital  air  will 
unite  with  the  phofphorus,  and  the 
charcoal  will  be  obtained  pure. 
Thefe  fubdances,  in  order  to  aCt 
upon  each  other,  mud  be  brought 
into  contaCt  when  red-hot ;  and  this 
may  be  eafily  effected  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  Into  a  glafs  tube, 
clofed  at  one  end,  and  coated  with 
fand  and  clay  to  prevent  the  hid¬ 
den  aCtion  of  the  heat,  a  little  phof¬ 
phorus  fhould  be  fird  introduced, 
and  afterwards  fome  powdered  mar¬ 
ble.  The  experiment  fucceeds  more 
readily  if  the  marble  is  dightly  cal¬ 
cined,  probably  becaufe  that  part 
which  is  reduced  to  lime,  bv  imme- 
diately  uniting  with  the  phofpho- 
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itrs,  detains  it  to  a&  upon  the  fixed 
air  in  the  other  patt.  After  the  in¬ 
gredients  are  introduced,  the  tube 
fhculd  be  nearly,  but  not  entirely, 
clofed  Up ;  by  which  means  fo  free 
a  circulation  of  air  as  might  inflame 
the  phofphofus  is  prevented,  whilfl: 
the  heated  air  within  the  tube  is 
fufFered  to  efcape.  When  the  tube 
has  remained  red-hot  for  feme  mi¬ 
nutes,  it  may  be  taken  from  the 
fire,  and  mult  be  fufFered  to  g row- 
cold  before  it  is  broken.  It  will  be 
found  to  contain  a  black  powder, 
confiding  of  charcoal  intermixed 
with  a  compound  of  lime  and  phof- 
phoric  acid,  and  of  lime  united  with 
phofphorus.  The  lime  and  phof- 
phoric  acid  may  be  fepa rated  by 
folution  in  an  acid,  and  by  filtration, 
and  the  phofphorus  by  fublima- 
tion. 

a  Charcoal,  thus  obtained  from  fix¬ 
ed  air,  appears  in  no  refped  to  differ 
from  the  charcoal,  of  vegetable  mat¬ 
ters.  On  deflagrating  a  little  of  it 
in  a  fmall  retort  with  nitre,  fixed 
air  was  immediately  re-produced.-*— 
Since,  therefore,  charcoal,  by  its  re¬ 
paration  from  fixed  air,  is  proved 
to  be  one  of  its  confiituent  prin¬ 
ciples,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
that  this  fubfiance  is  prefent  when¬ 
ever  fixed  air  is  produced  ;  and  that 
thofe  experiments,  from  which  it  is 
fuppofed  that  this  acid  may  be  form¬ 
ed  without  the  aid  of  charcoal,  have 
not  been  conducted  with  the  reejui- 
fite  caution. 

As  vital  air  is  attracted  by  a 
compound  of  phofphorus  and  cal¬ 
careous  earth  more  powerfully  than 
By  charcoal,  I  was  defirous  of  try- 


which  may  from  analogy  be  fup* 
pofed  to  contain  vital  air,  but  which 
are  not  affeded  by  the  application 
of  charcoal.  With  this  intention  I 
made  phofphorus  pafs  through  zt 
compound  of  marine  acid  and  cal¬ 
careous  earth,  and  alfo  of  fluor  acid 
and  calcareous  earth,  but  without 
producing  in  either  of  them  any  al¬ 
teration.  Since  the  ftrong  attract 
tion  which  thefe  acids  have  for  cal¬ 
careous  earth  tends  to  prevent  their 
decompofition,  it  might  be  thought 
that  in  this  manner  they  were  not 
more  difpofed  to  part  with  vital  air 
than  by  the  attradion  of  charcoal. 
But  this,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  fad.  I  have  found,  that 
phofphorus  cannot  be  obtained  by 
palling  marine  acid  through  a  com¬ 
pound  of  bones  and  chafcoal,  when 
red-hot.  -  The  attradion,  therefore^ 
of  phofphorus  and  lime  for  vital  air 
exceeds  the  attradion  of  charcoal 
by  a  greater  force  than  that  arifing 
from  the  attradion  of  marine  acid 
for  lirhe. 

— -  -  :  -*■'  11  - - 

dc  count  of  Chermes  Lacca.  By 
William  Roxburgh,  M.  D.  of 
Sarhulcotta.  Fr'am  the  fame. 

SOME  pieces  of  very  frefh- 
looking  lac,  adhering  to  fmall 
branches  of  Mimofa  cinerea  *,  were 
brought  me  from  the  mountains,  on; 
the  20th  of  November >  1789-  I 
kept  them  carefully  in  wide-irouth- 
ed  cryital  bottles,  flightly  covered  j 
and  this  day,  the  4th  of  December, 
fourteen  days  from  the  time  they 
came  from  the  hills,  thoufaftds  of 


ing  their  efficacy  upon  thefe  acids, 

*  Lac,  on  this  coaft,  is  always  found  upon  the  three  following  fpecies  of  Mi- 
jrnofa  ;  1  ft,  a  new  fpecies,  called  by  the  Gentoos  Conda  corinda  j  2d,  Mimofa 
glauca  of  Koenig  j  and,  3dly,  Mimofa  cinerea  of  Linnjehs. 

4 


obferved 


obferved  crawling  about  the  lac  and 
the  branches  it  adhered  to,  and  (till 
more  were  iftuing  from  fmall  holes 
on  the  furface  of  the  cells.  By  the 
affiftance  of  glades,  fmall  imperfo¬ 
rated  excrefcences  were  alio  oh- 
lerved,  interfperfed  among  thefe 
holes,  two,  regularly,  to  each  hole, 
crowned  with  fome  very  fine  white 
hairs,  wjuch  being  rubbed  off,  two 
white  fpots  appeared.  The  ani¬ 
mals,  when  fingle,  ran  about  pretty 
brifkly  ;  but,  in  general,  on  open¬ 
ing  the  cells,  they  were  fo  nume¬ 
rous  as  to  be  crowded  over  one 
another.  The  fubftance  of  which 
the  cells  were  formed  cannot  be 
better  defcribed,  with  refpeft  to  ap¬ 
pearance,  than  by  faying  it  is  like 
the  tranfparent  amber  that  beads 
are  made  of.  The  external  cover¬ 
ing  of  the  cells  may  be  about  half 
a  line  thick,  is  remarkably  ftrong, 
and  able  to  .refill  injuries  :  the  par¬ 
titions  are  much  thinner.  The  cells 
are  in  general  irregular  fquares, 
pentagons,  and  hexagons,  about  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep  :  they 
have  no  communication  with  each 
other.  All  thofe  I  opened,  during 
the  time  the  animals  were  iftuing 
from  them,  contained  in  one  fide, 
and  which  occupied  half  the  cell,  a 
fmall  bag,  filled  with  a  thick  red 
jelly-like  liquor,  replete  with  what 
I  take  to  be  eggs,  Thefe  bags,  or 
urriculi,  adhere  to  the  bottom  of 
the  cells,  and  have  each  two  necks, 
which  paf$  through  perforations  in 
the  external  coat  of  the  cells,  form¬ 
ing  the  before-mentioned  excref- 
cences>  ending  in  fome  very  fine 
hairs. 

The  other  half  of  the  cells  have 


a  diftant  opening,  and  contain  a 
white1  fubftance,  like  fome  few  fila¬ 
ments  of  cotton  -oiled  together,  and 
a  number  of  the  little  red  irne&s 
themfelves  crawling  about,  ready 
to  make  their  exit.  Thei  portion 
of  each  cell  is  about  a  half  ;  and,  I 
think,  mull  have  contained  near  one 
hundred  of  thefe  animals.  Ollier 
cells,  lefs  forward,  contained  in  this 
half  with  one  opening,  a  thick,  red, 
dark  blood-coloured  liquor,  with 
numbers  of  exceedingly  minute 
eggs,  many  times  frnaller  than  thole 
found  in  the  fmall  bags  which  oc¬ 
cupied  the  other  half  of  the  cells. 
Several  cf  thefe  infedts  I  obferved 
to  have  drawn  up  their  legs,  and  to 
lie  flat ;  they  did  not  move  on  be- 
'ing  touched;  nor  did  they  lhew  any 
figns  of  life  upon  the  greatefi  irri¬ 
tation  *, 

D«c.  5.  The  fame  minute  hexa- 
podes  continue  ifluing  from  their 
cells  in  numbers. 

Dec.  6.  The  male  infedt  I  have 
found  to-day,  at  lead  what  I  think 
is  fuch.  A  few  of  them  are  con- 
flantly  running  about,  and  over  the 
little  red  infefts,  (which  I  fhall  now 
call  the  female)  moll  actively:  as 
yet  they  are  fcarce,  not  more,  I 
imagine,  than  1  to  5,000  females, 
but  they  are  four  or  five  times  their 
fize. 

To-day  the  female  infedls  con¬ 
tinue  iiTuing  in  great  numbers,  and 
move  about  as  before, 

Dec.  7.  The  fmall  red  or  fe¬ 
male  infects,  are  ftill  more  nume¬ 
rous,  and  move  about  as  before. 
The  winged  or  male  infects#  are 
ftill  very  few,  but  continue  a£live„ 
There  have  been  frefh  leaves  and 
bits  of  the  branches  of  Mimofa  ci-« 


*  It  will  appear  in  the  fequel,  that  thefe  were  en  the  point  of  transformation 
iflto  the  pupa  ftace.  4 

Vol.  XXXIII,  E  sverea. 
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nerea,  and  Mimofa  intfia,  put  in  to 
them.  They  go  over  them  indif¬ 
ferently,  without  lhewing  any  pre¬ 
ference  or  inclination  to  work,  or  to 
copulate.  I  opened  a  cell,  from 
whence  I  thought  the  winged  flies 
had  come,  and  found  feveral  (eight 
or  ten)  ftruggling  to  fhake  off  their 
incumbrances.  They  were  in  cne 

j 

of  thofe  utriculi  mentioned  before, 
which  end  in  two  mouths,  (hut  up 
with  fine  white  hairs ;  but  one  of 
them  was  open  for  the  exit  of  the 
flies;  the  other  would,  no  doubt* 
have  opened  in  due  time.  This 
utriculus  I  found  n6w  perfectly  dry; 
and  could  plainly  fee  it  was  divided 
into  minute  cells,  by  exceedingly 
thin  membraneous  partitions.  X 
imagine,  before  any  of  the  flies  made 
their  efcape,  it  might  have  contain¬ 
ed  about  fixteen  or  twenty.  In  the 
minute  cells,  with  the  living  flies, 
or  from  whence  they  had  made  their 
efcape,  were  fmall  dark-coloured 
comprefled  grains. 

March  2 6,  1790,  I  found  fome 
branches  of  the  fame  fort  of  Mi¬ 
mofa,  with  numbers  of  the  minute 
red  hexapodes,  mentioned  in  De¬ 
cember  (feemingly  in  their  pupa 
ffate)  ,  adhering  to  them.  They  are 
of  various  lizes,  from  half  a  line  to 
a  line  and  a  half  in  length,  I  found 
many  of  the  large  ones  empty. 
They  have  a  round  opening  at  the 
lower  end,  with  a  fmall  round  oper- 

X 

culum,  or  lid,  which  now  loofely 
covers  the  empty  hufk  or  (hell :  the 
iniide  of  thefe  is  lined  with  a  fmall 
white  membrane;  others  were  full 
fhut,  fome  were  opening,  and  fome 
half  open,  with  the  infe&s  project¬ 
ing  more  or  lefs,  and  foon  extricat¬ 
ing  themfelves  entirely. 

-I-  opened  fome  of  the  middle- 
fized,  and  found  they  contained  a 
thick  deep  blood- coloured  liquid; 


others,  ftill  larger,  put  on  the 
pearance  of  the  fly,  which  was 
to  iflue,  retrograde. 

Defcription  of  the  male  lac  Inf  eft  in 
its  perfett  fate . 

It  is  then  about  the  fize  of  a  very 
fmall  fly,  and  exceedingly  a&ive  ; 
the  larva  and  pupa  ftate,  I  am  as 
yet  unacquainted  with. 

Head  obtufe ;  between  the  eyes  a 
beautiful,  fliining  green. 

Eyes ,  black,  very  large  in  pro- 
portion  to  the  animal. 
Antenna,  clavated,  feathered, 
about  two-thirds  the  length 
of  the  body  ;  below  the  mid- . 
die  an  articulation,  fuch  as 
thofe  in  the  legs. 

Mouth:  I  could  not  diftin&ly 
fee  it. 

Trunk ,  oval,  brown. 

Abdomen ,  oblong,  length  of  the  trunk 
and  head.  ^ 

Extremities.  (See  next  page.) 

Legs ,  fix;  with  them  it  runs 
brifidy,  and  jumps  actively. 
Wings ,  four,  membranaceous, 
longer  than  the  abdomen, 
incumbent;  the  anterior  pair 
twice  the  flze  of  the  pod 
terior. 

Tail,  none. 

Defcription  of  the  female  lac  infcfl 

Larva,  red,  very  minute,  requiring 
a  good  lens  to  diflinguilh  its 
parts. 

Head,  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguiihed 
from  the  trunk. 

Antenna ’,  Aliform,  bifid,  hairy, 
length  of  the  in  fed. 

Eyes  e  in  the  back  part  of  the 
trunk  are  two  minute  eleva¬ 
tions,  which  may  be  they. 
Mouth,  on  the  middle  of  the 
breaft,  between  the  firft  pair 
of  legs,  which  the  little  ani- 
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mal  proje&s  on  being  injur¬ 
ed,  otherwife  it  cannot  be 
feen. 

Trunk  and  Abdomen,  oblong,  com-* 
preffed,  tapering  equally  to¬ 
wards  each  end,  eroded  with 
twelve  annular  fegments,  mar¬ 
gins  very  flat,  and  feem  to  be 
marked  with  a  double  line. 

Extremities . 

Legs,  fix,  running,  does  not 
jump. 

Wings,  none. 

Tail,  two  flender  white  hairs, 
as  long  as  the  antennas,  with 
a  white  point,  which  may 
be  called  the  rump,  between 
them. 

Pupa :  the  duration  and  peregri¬ 
nations  of  the  larvae  feem  very 
fhort  and  confined ;  for,  in  a 
few  days  after  iffuing  from 
their  cells  they  fix  themfelves 
on  the  fmall,  but  hard,  woody 
branches  of  the  tree  they  were 
produced  on;  it  feeming  im- 
poftible  that  they  can  in  this 
Hate  tranfport  themfelves  to 
any  other.  About  the  end  of 
December,  or  beginning  of 
January,  they  have  done  if¬ 
fuing  from  their  cells,  and  are 
flicking  fail  to  the  branches, 
regularly  with  their  heads  to¬ 
wards  the  extremity  of  the 
branch.  The  legs,  antennas, 
and  tail,  are  now  entirely  gone. 
Their  progrefs  through  this 
Hate  is  flow,  requiring  about 
three  months.  Soon  after  they 
have  fettled  themfelves,  they 
become  covered  with  a  hard, 
brittle,  garnet-coloured  cruft, 

'  fimilar  to  the  lac  of  which  the 
cells  are  made,  but  of  a  brighter 
colour.  They  retain  only  a 
rude  refemblance  of  their  formed 
fhape.  About  the  end  of  March 
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they  have  acquired  three  or 
four  times  their  original  fize; 
a  fmall  round  lid  or  cover  is 
now  obferved  at  the  lower 
part,  which  opens,  but  docs 
not  always  fall  off,  and  gives.a 
retrograde  paffage  for  the  fly* 
now  in  its  perfect  ftate. 

The  infeft  in  its  perfetl  ftate  is  ra-* 
ther  fmaller  than  the  male,  of  a 
brighter  red  Colour,  and  lefs 
adlive. 

Head,  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  pointed. 

Lyes,  very  minute. 

Antenna,  filiform,  not  articu¬ 
lated  as  in  the  male,  fpread- 
ing,  fomewhat  fhorter  than 
the  infecl. 

Mouth  :  I  could  not  difeover  it 
diftindtly. 

Trunk ,  red,  almoft  orbicular* 

Abdomen,  red,  oblong,  compofed  of 
twelve  annular  fegments. 
Extremities . 

Legs,  fix,  for  running  or  jump-  v 
.  in£- 

Wings,  two,  incumbent,  longer 
than  the  abdomen,  tranfpa- 
rent. 

Tail,  two  white  hairs  as  long  as 
the  infecl. 

With  regard  to  the  oeconomy  of 
thefe  little  animals,  I  muft,  for  the 
prelent,  be  filent;  having  little 
more  than  conje&ure  to  offer  on 
that  head. 

The  eggs,  and  dark-coloured 
glutinous  liquor  they  are  found  in, 
communicate  to  water  a  moil  beau¬ 
tiful  red  colour,  while  frefti.  After 
they  have  been  dried,  the  colour 
they  give  to  water  is  lefs  bright ; 
it  would  therefore  be  well  worth 
while  for  tbofe,  who  are  fituated 
near  places  where  the  lac  is  plenti¬ 
fully  found,  to  try  to  extraft  and 
preferve  the  colouring  principles  by 
E  2  fuch 
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inch  means  as  would  prevent  them 
from  being  injured  by  keeping.  I 
doubt  not  but  in  time  a  method  may 
be  difcOvered  to  render  this  colour¬ 
ing  matter  as  valuable  as  cochi¬ 
neal. 


Obfer<vations  on  the  Leprofy ,  its  Caufe 
and  Cure,.  By  William  Falconer, 
M.  D.  F.R.S.  and  C.  M,  S.  From 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society 
^London,  vol.  iii. 

TH  E  Lepra  Graecorum,  al¬ 
though  in  this  part  of  Eng¬ 
land  (at  leaft)  it  be  no  uncommon 
difeale,  is  feldom  defcribed  by  medi¬ 
cal  writers  from  their  own  experi¬ 
ence.  Do&or  Cullen  *  fays  he  ne¬ 
ver  faw  it ;  and  fcarcely  any  other 
modern  accounts  that  I  have  met 
with,  appear  to  be  taken  from  aCtual 
obfervation.  The  Bath  Hofpital 
affords  numerous  opportunities  of 
feeing  this  dffeale,  as  the  waters 
have  been  famous  from  the  earlieft 
times  for  the  relief  they  give  ;  and 
it  is  from  the  patients  of  the  Bath 
Hofpital  that  the  following  account 
is  principally,  though  not  altogether 
derived. 

Dsfcription  of  the  Leprofy. 

The  appearance  which  the  le¬ 
profy  puts  on,  is  that  of  large 
blotches  on  the  fldn,  generally  of  a 
round  or  elliptical  form,  which  ap¬ 
pear  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
but  principally  on  the  legs,  arms, 
forehead,  and  breaft. 

Thefe  blotches  are  of  different 
fines,  from  that  of  a  {hilling  to  one 
confiderably  exceeding  that  of  the 


hand.  Thefe  are  covered  with  a 
rough  eruption,  which  is  at  firft  red* 
and  in  its  progrefs  becomes  white, 
at  leaft  it  is  fo  in  fome  parts,  and 
fcaly;  though  in  fome  patients  it 
becomes  fcaly  fooner,  and  to  a 
greater  degree  than  in  others.  This 
eruption  is,  in  fome,  nearly  level 
with  the  fkin,  and  in  others  it  is  more 
prominent,  even  to  nearly  half  an 
inch  above  the  furface ;  which  laft 
is  more  common  when  the  leprous 
eruptions  put  on  a  white  fcaly  ap¬ 
pearance,  than  when  they  remain  of 
a  red  colour.  It  is  in  general  dry, 
though  not  uncommonly  moift,  and 
oozing  a  thin  ferous  fluid.  The 
parts  affe&ed  are  fometimes  rather 
fwelled,  but  not  to  any  conflderable 
degree,  nor  are  they  in  an  cedexna- 
tous  ftate.  The  fvvelling  is  moil 
common  when  the  eruption  is  of  the 
moift  kind.  When  it  puts  on  a 
fcaly  appearance,  it  is  often  very 
uneafy  to  the  feeling,  and  even  ra¬ 
ther  painful ;  but  this  feerns  to  arife 
principally,  if  not  altogether,  from 
the  hardnefs  and  fliffnefs  of  the 
{kin,  which  renders  motion  trouble- 
fome.  The  fame  circumftance  caufes 
the  outfide  of  the  ffun  to  be  infen- 
ftble  to  flight  impreflions  of  the 
touch,  but  no  real  infenrfibility  cf  the 
part  afteCted,  or  of  thofe  adjacent 
to  it,  has  been  obferved.  The  breath 
has  been  remarked  to  be  rather 
lhort  in  the  moift  kinds,  especially 
in  perfons  advanced  in  years;  but 
I  am  not  certain  that  this  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  difeafe.  The  appe¬ 
tite,  fleep,  and  ftrength  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  have  not  been  apparently  af¬ 
fected  ;  and  there  is  very  rarely  any 
third:  or  fever  attending  it.  The 


*  Dc  Elephantiafe  Lepra  Framboefia  a  Triehorr.ate  utpote  mcrbia  a  mtipffr 
nunquam  vifis  amplius  ftatuer®  non  aufus  fum.  Genera  Morb .  Cullen ,  p.  295* 
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body  is  in  general  coftive,  but  not 
to  any  great  degree,  and  what  Toon 
yields  to  common  cathartics.  This 
complaint  we  have  no  opportunity 
of  feeing  in  its  firft  ftage  ;  but  it  is 
faid  to  begin  with  ficknefs,  and  a 
fenfation  of  weight  and  oppreffion 
at  the  ftomach,  which  is  relieved,  by 
vomiting  j  after  which,  in  a  few 
days,  the  eruption  appears  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body,  and  fome- 
times  on  the  head,  in  form  of  pim¬ 
ples  with  white  heads,  attended  with 
great  itching.  Thefe  fometimes 
fpread,  and  dilcharge  a  thin  corrc- 
live  humour ;  at  others  they  rife 
and  incruft  the  parts  over  with  a 
rough  fealy  coat,  not  unlike  the  bark 
of  a  decayed  tree.  Nothing  very 
particular  appears  to  attend  the  a- 
mcndment  of  the  patients.  The 
fealy  and  rough  parts  fall  off  gra¬ 
dually,  and  are  not  fucceeded  by 
frefh  eruptions ;  the  itching  abates, 
and  in  time  the  Jkin  appears  again 
in  a  natural  ftate,  as  before  the  dis¬ 
order  commenced. 

Caufe  of  the  Leprofy. 

I  have  been  able  in  numerous  in- 
ftances  to  trace  the  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe  to  a  circumftance  fo  general, 
that  I  doubt  not  it  is,  if  the  truth 
could  always  be  difeovered,  univer- 
fal.  I  mean  here  the  hidden  ap¬ 
plication  of  cold  to  the  body  when 
in  a  heated  ftate.  This  commonly 
happens  from  the  drinking  fome 
cold  liquor;  but  this  is  not  pecu¬ 
liarly  neceffary  to  produce  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  as  I  have  feen  it  arife  from 
the  external  application  of  cold.  It 
matters  not  in  what  manner  the 
body  be  heated,  whether  by  heat  of 
fires,  rooms,  or  by  exercife,  as  cold 
produces  the  fame  elfeds  in  all  the 
above  cafes.  Hence  fuch  perfons 
are  efpecially  liable  to  it  whofe 
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ways  of  life  fubjeft  them  to  fuch 
viciffitudes ;  as  imiths  and  other 
trades,  that  oblige  thofe  who  work 
at  them  to  be  near  fires,  or  in  heat¬ 
ed  rooms ;  and  fuch  as  vie  violent 
exercife  or  labour,  as  huntfmen, 
porters,  and  fuch  like,  who  are  too 
apt  to  indulge  their  appetites  with¬ 
out  caution. 

Women,  in  fttuations  where  they 
are  expofed  to  the  fame  hidden 
changes  of  temperature,  are  liable 
to  the  fame  difeafe,  as  cooks,  laun- 
dreffes,  &c.  feveral  of  whom  I  have 
feen  in  the  Bath  Hofpital  aftefted 
as  above  deferibed.  It  is  proper  to 
oblbrve,  that  the  danger  is  much  lefs 
in  thole  who  take  cold  liquors  at 
the  time  they  are  heated  with  exer¬ 
cife  or  labour,  if  they  continue  to 
purfuc  their  labour  for  fome  time 
after  drinking,  than  if  they  leave 
off  their  work  immediately.  Thofe 
cafes  that  I  have  feen  were  of  per¬ 
fons  who  expoled  themfelves  when 
at  reft  to  the  effefts  of  cold.  The 
farne  obfervation  holds  equally  true 
of  cold  externally  applied.  The 
quality  of  the  liquor  drank  is,  I 
believe,  of  lefs  importance  than  the 
temperature.,  I  have  known  the 
difeafe  to  have  been  produced  by 
the  drinking  of  w'ater,  milk,  and 
beer,  and  I  doubt  not  many  other 
liquors,  if  cold,  would  do  the  fame.. 
Whether  ftrongcr  liquors  of  the  fer¬ 
mented  kind,  cr  fuch  as  are  warmed 
by  aromatics,  would  be  equally  dan¬ 
gerous,  if  drank  cold  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  I  cann-ot  determine. 

Of  the  Cure  f  the  Leprofy. 

I  v/ifh  I  were  able  to  point  out  a 
remedy  with  as  much  certainty  as  I 
think  I  have  difeovered  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe.  The  Bath  waters, 
indeed,  externally  applied,  feem  to 
be  of  more  fervice  than  any  other 

E  i  remedy 
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remedy ;  but  even  thefe  fometimes 
fail,  and,  when  they  fucceed  in  ap¬ 
parently  clearing  the  body  of  all 
marks  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  found  by 
experience,  that  no  abfclute  depen¬ 
dence  can  be  had  on  fuch  feeming 
abatement  of  the  difeafe,  as  it  is  apt 
to  recur  after  fome  time  ;  and  upon 
this  account  it  is  cuilomary,  in  re- 
giflering  fuch  patients,  not  to  put 
them  down  as  cured ,  but  as  cJeanJ'sd 
only.  Infcances  however  often  hap¬ 
pen,  wherein  fuch  patients  remain 
free  from  the  leprous  eruption  for 
feveral  years,  and  fome  have  never 
experienced  any  return  of  it  at  all, 
though  they  lived  many  years  af¬ 
terwards.  The  obftinacy  cf  the 
difeafe  is  by  no  means  proportioned 
to  the  quantity  of  the  eruption.  I 
have  often  feen  patients  with  the 
face,  and  many  parts  of  the  body, 
almolf  covered  with  a  white  promi¬ 
nent  fcaly  emit,  that  have  been  per¬ 
fectly  cleanfed  in  a  few  weeks  ; 
whilfl:  others,  that  had  only  a  few 
red  blotches  that  projected  but  little 
from  the  fkin,  found  no  alteration 
of  much  conlequence  in  a  tiial  of 
feveral  months. 

I  have  fecn  many  medicines  given 
Internal \y  in  this  difeafe  to  a  fill  l  the 
efficacy  of  the  hath  watt  r  ;  but  I  am 
rather  doubtful  if  the  efficacy  cf  any 
is  much  to-  be  depended  upon,  far¬ 
ther  than  as  regards  the  relief  of 
fome  cf  the  com  cmitant  yn  ptoms. 

Mercurials, as  calomel,  have  been 
given  to  two,  t  rce,  four,  and  five 
grains  .at  night  for  three  days'  fuc- 
ceffively,  and  canied  off  by  a  pur¬ 
gative  given  O-  fit  fourth  day,  and 
this  course  repeated  every  week  for 
feveral  weeks  co  ether,  but,  as  far 
as  I  can  find,  without  any  remark¬ 
able  good  cffi.  a.  Dec,  ctions  of  the 
woods  of  farfapardia  and  of  roeze- 
rion  have  been  given  at  the  fame 
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time,  but  without  much  efFefh 
Plummer’s  pill  and  the  pilul.  iEthi- 
opicce  have  alfo  been  adminiflered, 
but  I  believe  with  little  advantage. 
The  acrid  mercurial  preparations 
have  been  much  in  ufe  in  this  dif¬ 
eafe.  The  folution  of  corrofive 
fablimate,  both  that  in  water  and 
that  in  fpirits,  have  been  given  and 
continued  a  long  time,  and  joined 
with  deception  of  the  woods  and  of 
farfaparilla.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  fome  confiderable  advantage 
muff  formerly  have  been  believed, 
at  leaft,  to  have  been  produced  by 
the  ufe  of  fuch  preparations,  as  the 
name  of  guttee  ad  leprarn  was  affixed 
to  a  folution  of  this  kind  in  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia  of  the  hofpital ;  and 
I  have  been  told  by  perfons  whofe 
cbfervation  l  could  not  but  refpeft, 
that  in  the  fame  obilinate  cafes  they 
had  feen  much  advantage  from  fuch 
a  courfe  continued  for  dome  time.  I 
cannot  however  affirm  the  fame  from 
my  own  experience,  though  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  it  altogether. 
Mercurius  calcinatus,  joined  with 
an  opiate,  and  given  at  night  for 
fome  time,  has  alfo  been  tried,  and 
1  believe  with  much  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs. 

Mercury  is  aTo  ufed  in  external 
applications,  as  in  the  unguentum  e 
rrercurio  precipitato,  and  in  the  un¬ 
guentum  citrinum ;  but  I  have  not 
feen  any  good  effedfc  they  have  pro¬ 
duced. 

Antimony  has  been  often  ufed,  as 
in  the  form  of  effientia  antimonii, 
and  in  a  powder  compofed  of  crude 
antimony  and  the  compound  powder 
of  gum  tragacanth,  but  with  no  ad¬ 
vantage  as  far  as  I  can  learn. 

Sulphur  alio  has  been  ufed  inter¬ 
nally,  as  in  the  aqua  fulphurata, 
which  indeed  is  no  other  than  the 
phlogiilicated  vitriolic  acid  com- 
6  bined 
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bmed  with  water,  and  in  form  of 
flowers  made  up  into  an  electuary, 
but  with  'no  effeff  worth  record¬ 
ing. 

Sulphur  alfo  has  been  ufed  ex¬ 
ternally,  made  up  into  an  ointment 
with  hog’s  lard,  and  fometimes  with 
tar;  but  I  think  that  the  Ample  tar 
ointment  fucceeds  better,  and  in 
dome  cafes  appears  to  be  of  real 
ufe  in  foftening  the  ftiffnefs  of  the 
/kin,  and  promoting  the  reparation 
of  the  fcaly  eruptions.  Elm  bark 
in  decoftion,  fo  juftly  recommended 
by  Dr.  Lyfons,  in  a  difeafe  that  re- 
fembles  this  fo  nearly  as  to  appear 
to  external  view  to  be  only  a  lower 
degree  of  it,  is  in  this  difeafe  of 
little  efficacy.  The  tinflure  of  can- 
tbarides,  fo  highly  commended  by 
Dr.  Mead  for  its  efficacy  in  the  le- 
profy,  has  not  anfwered  to  fuch  a 
character  in  the  trials  I  have  feen 
made  of  it.  I  have  feveral  times 
tried  it  without  being  able  to  per- 
ceive  any  effect  worth  remarking 
from  it.  It  never,  in  my  experi¬ 
ence,  Teemed  to  fhow  any  effect  as 
a  diuretic. 

The  method  in  general  purfued 
is,  to  order  the  patients  to  bathe 
twice  or  thrice  a  week,  according 
to  their  age,  /trength,  and  other  cir- 
cum/tanees.  This,  after  a  few  times 
trial,  commonly  caufes  an  abate¬ 
ment,  of  the  itching,  and  an  inci- 
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pient  defquamation  of  the  leprous 
eruption,  and  of  confequence  ren¬ 
ders  the  /kin  fofter  and  more  pli¬ 
able.  This  courfe  is  accompanied 
with  a  dire&ion  to  drink  the  wa¬ 
ters,  which  at  a  medium  are  taken 
in  the  quantity  of  about  a  pint  daily, 
which  are  thought  to  fecond  the 
good  effects  of  the  bath,  by  promot¬ 
ing  an  eafy  and  gentle  perfpiration. 
If  the  amendment  appears  to  pro¬ 
ceed  according  to  expectation,  no 


other  medicines  are  given,  but  fuch 
as  are  fomewhat  gently  opening  oc¬ 
casionally,  if  the  body  ffiould  be 
coftive. 

In  cafes  where  the  eruption  ei¬ 
ther  ffiews  no  figns  of  abatement, 
or  where,  afeer  being  removed  in 
one  part,  it  breads  out  in  another,- 
and  a  fucceffion  of  the  eruptions  is 
kept  up,  though  in  general  in  no 
great  quantity,  recourfe  is  had  to 
the  acrid  mercurial  preparations  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  which,  it  mail  be 
owned,  coincide  very  well  with  the 
ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  which  affifts 
their  diaphoretic  powers,  and  ob¬ 
viates  any  tendency  towards  a  fali- 
vation  ;  but  whether  fuch  medicines 
act  fpecifically  on  the  difeafe,  or 
really  contribute  to  its  cure  or  a- 
batement,  I  cannot  take  upon  me 
to  decide  with  pefitive  certainty. 

It  now  and  then  happens  that 
this  complaint,  although  from  ap¬ 
pearance  almo/t  ^entirely  removed, 
will  continue  in  that  date  without 
any  farther  amendment,  refitting 
every  remedy  for  a  long  time,  and 
at  laid  oblige  us  to  difmifs  our  pa¬ 
tients,  generally  indeed  in  a  much 
better  ftate  than  at  their  coming  iny 
but  it  ill  without  even  a  temporary 
removal  of  the  difeafe.  it  fome¬ 
times  (though  I  believe  but  feldom) 
happens  that  the  fame  caufe  (the 
fudden  application  of  cold),  which 
originally  produced  the  leprous 
eruption,  will  caufe  it  to  /trike  in  ; 
and  when  this  occurs,  it  produces  - 
great  difturbance  in  the  fyitem.  I 
have  before  mentioned  that  vomit¬ 
ing  was  a  fymptom  that  generally, 
if  not  always,  preceded  the  eruption 
at  the  commencement  of  the  diieafe  ; 
and  when  the  eruption  is  /truck  in, 
this  lymptom  again  makes-  its  ap¬ 
pearance.  A  profeffional  gentle¬ 
man  of  eminence,  who  attends  this 

E  4  hofpital 
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hofpital,  mentioned  to  me  a  cafe  of 
thi,s  kind,  that  fell  under  his  own 
infpe&ion ;  and  a  very  remarkable 
indance  occurred  to  my  own  obfer- 
vation :  A  girl  aboat  fixteen  years 
of  age,  who  had  at  the  time  a  le¬ 
prous  eruption  upon  her,  drank, 
when  violently  heated,  a  large 
draught  of  cold  water,  prefently 
afterwards  the  leprous  eruption  fud- 
denly  difappeared,  on  which  (he  was 
feized  with  a  perpetual  difpolition 
to  vomiting;  every  tiling  (he  fwal- 
lowed  was  in  a  few  minutes  rejected. 
For  this  complaint  (he  was  fent  to 
the  Bath  Hofpital.  Her  health  in 
other  refpeds  was  not  much  affect¬ 
ed,  fave  what  the  fatigue  of  drain¬ 
ing,  and  lofs  of  ftrength  by  the  want 
of  fufHcient  fudenance,  produced. 
A  variety  of  remedies  were  tried, 
both  external  and  internal.  Beiides 
the  Bath  waters,  both  drank  and 
nfed  as  baths,  (he  tried  opiates,  bit¬ 
ters,  aromatics,  e’ix.  aloes,  the  ef- 
fervefeing  faline  draught,  ipecacu¬ 
anha  in  frnall  clofes,  and  a  multitude 
of  other  rneiicines.  Opiates  alfo 
were  externally  applied  to  the  do- 
xiach,  and  blitters,  but  all  without 
the  tead  effeft. 

After  a  (lay  of  feveral  months  (lie 
was  difeharged  no  better;  and  about 
eight  months  afterwards  was  again 
re-admitted,  the  aiiorder  having 
then  taken  a  differe  t  turn.  The 
vomiting  had  ceaf  d  ;  but  her  limbs 
and  body  were  aimed  univerfaJ'.y 
ccnvulfed,  though  without  lofs  of 
the  femes.  She  again  ufed  the  wa¬ 
ters  in  every  form,  and  a  great 
number  of  other  medicines  and  lo¬ 
cal  applications  ;  but  after  feveral 
months  was  again  difeharged  with¬ 
out  receiving  any  benefit. 

Jt  appears  probable  to  me,  that 
the  feurfy  rednefs  of  the  face  which 
we  femetimes  fee  among  females. 


and  which  is  to  them  fo  great  an' 
ebjeft  of  dread,  is  nearly  allied  to 
this  difeafe.  We  know  that  it  ge¬ 
nerally,  if  not  always,  owes  its  ori¬ 
gin  to  the  fame  came,  the  drinking 
of  fome  cold  liquor  when  the  body 
is  violently  heated,  which  often  hap¬ 
pens  from  dancing  and  public 
amufements.  We  aifo  know  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  the  health  to  repel 
fuch  eruptions ;  and  I  recolledfc  a 
cafe  that  fell  under  my  care  about 
twelve  years  ago,  wherein  an  almoft 
perpetual  vomiting  was  induced  by 
the  ufe  of  an  external  application, 
advifed  to  repel  an  eruption  of  this 
kind  that  appeared  on  the  face. 
This  however,  after  continuing  a- 
bove  fix  weeks,  was  at  lad  cured. 
Other  diforders  of  a  dangerous  na¬ 
ture  have  been  brought  on  by  re¬ 
medies  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofe.  I 
once  faw  a  dropfy  of  the  bread  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  ufe  of  a  mercurial  re¬ 
medy  for  a  rednefs  of  the  face, 
which  it  effe&ually  removed,  but 
indantly  produced  a  dropfy  of  the 
cheft,  terminating  in  death. 

The  number  of  perfons  admitted 
into  the  Bath  Hofpital  for  this  dif- 
eafe  in  the  fpace  of  four  years,  viz. 
from  June  12,  1771,  to  June  12, 
17 75,  and  their  date  when  dif- 


charged,  is  as  follows : 

Whole  number  admitted  -  83 

Of  whom  were  cleanfed  -  52 

Much  better  -  -  -  24 

Died  of  the  frnall  pox  -  1 

Irregular  in  behavicur,  and 
diicharged  without  a  fudT 
cient  trial  of  the  waters  2 
State  in  which  they  were  dif- 
charged  omitted  in  the  re-* 
gider  -  -  -  -  4 
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Short  explanation  of  the  principles  of 
Dyeing ;  from  the  jirjl  <vol.  of 
Bfirtholletti  Elements  of  the  Art 
of  Dyeing,  tranjlated  from  the 
French  by  William  Hamilton, 
M.D. 

ERGMAN  feems  to  have  b"en 
the  firft  who  referred  pheno¬ 
mena  of  dyeing,  entirely  to  chemi¬ 
cal  principles*;  having  dyed  feme 
wool  and  forae  filk  in  a  folution 
of  indigo,  in  very  dilute  fulphuric 
acid,  he  explains  the  eireits  he  ob- 
ferved  in  the  operation,  by  attri¬ 
buting  them  to  the  precipitation 
occafior.ed  by  the  blue  particles 
having  a  ftronger  attraction  for  the 
particles  of  the  wool  and  iiik,  than 
for  thofe  of  the  acidulated  water. 
He  remarks,  that  this  attraction  of 
the  wool  is  fo  ftrong,  as  to  dop.  ive 
the  liquor  entirely  of  the  colouring 
particles ;  but  that  the  weaker  at¬ 
traction  of  the  fllk,  can  only  dimi¬ 
nish  the  proportion  of  thele  parti¬ 
cles  in  the  bath ;  and  he  (hews,  that 
both  the  durability  of  the  colour, 
and  the  degree  of  intenhty  it  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  acquiring,  depend  on  thefe 
different  attractions.  This  is,  in 
£aft,  the  true  light  in  which  the 
phenomena  of  dyeing  iaould  be 
viewed;  they  are  real  chemical 
phenomena,  which  ought  to  be  ana¬ 
lyzed  in  the  fame  way  as  all  thofe 
dependant  on  the  actions  which  bo¬ 
dies  exert,  in  confeqpence  of  their 
peculiar  nature. 

The  colouring  particles  poflefs 
chemical  properties,  that  diftinguilh 


them  from  all  other  fubfiances; 
they  have  attractions  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  by  means  of  which  they 
unite  with  acids,  alkali?,  metallic 
oxyds,  and  fome  earths,  principally 
alumine.  They  frequently  preci¬ 
pitate  oxyds  and  alumine,  from  the 
acids  which  held  them  in  folution  ;  ' 
at  other  times  they  unite  with  the 
Hits,  and  form  <upracompounds  f, 
which  combine  with  the  wool,  filk, 
cotton,  or  linen.  And  with  thefe, 
their  union  is  rendered  much  more 
ciqie  by  means  of  alumine  or  a  me¬ 
tallic  oxyd,  than  it  would  be  with¬ 
out  their  intervention. 

Tie  difference  in  the  attractions 
of  the  colouring  particles  for  wool, 
iiik,  and  cotton,  is  fometimes  fo 
great,  that  they  will  not  unite  with 
one  of  thefe  f  ibltances,  while  they 
combine  very  readily  with  another; 
thus  cotton  receives  no  colour  in  a 
bath  which  dyes  w  ol  icarlet.  Du¬ 
fay  got  a  piece  of  huff  made,  the 
warp  of  which  was  wool,  and  the 
woof  cotton,  which  went  thro  agj* 
tire  proceis  of  fulling,  that  he  might 
be  certain  that  the  wool  and  the  cot¬ 
ton  received  exactly  the  fame  prepa¬ 
ration  ;  but  the  wool  look  the  icarlet 
dye,  and  the  cotton  remained  white, 
it  is  this  difference  of  attraction 
which  renders  it  neceilary  to  vary 
the  preparation  and  the  procefs, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
fiance  which  we  wifh  to  dye  of  a 
particular  colour. 

Thefe  conjiderations  ought  to 
d  termine  the  road  to  be  purfued, 
for  the  purpofe  of  improving  the 
art  of  dyeing. 


*  Analyfe  de  Pindigo.  Mem.  des  Sav.  etran.  tom.  ix.  and  in  the  notes  on 
Scheffer’s  tieatife. 

f  In  the  original  furccmpoffiom,  by  which  is  to  be  underdoed  compounds  of 
more  than  two  ingredients.  I  have  rendered  it  by  the  above  word,  as  the  idea  ieems 
borrowed  from  Beecher  and  Stahls  mixts,  compounds,  decompounds,  and  iuprade- 
«ompounas,  though  the  application  of  the  term  is  more  vague.  T, 
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Cl  fer-v  aliens  on  the  effedls  produced 
by  the  aSiicn  of  Light  on  Colours ; 
from  the  fame. 

TH  E  light  of  the  fun  confide- 
rably  accelerates  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  colours;  it  ought  therefore 
(if  the  theory  I  have  propofed  be 
well  founded)  to  favour  the  com¬ 
bination  of  oxygen,  and  the  com- 
buflion  thereby  produced. 

Mr.  Sennebier  has  given  us  a 
great  number  of  in  te  re  fling  obfer-- 
vations  on  the  effects  of  light  on 
different  fubftances,  and  particularly 
on  their  colours ;  he  attributes  theie 
effe&s  to  a  diredt  combination  of 
light  with  the  fubflances  *. 

The  effects  of  light  on  the  co¬ 
lour  of  wood,  have  been  long  fince 
obferved;  it  preferves  its  natural 
appearance  while  k  .*pt  in  the  dark, 
but  when  expofed  to  the  light,  it 
becomes  yellow,  brown,  or  of  other 
lhades.  Mr.  Sennebier-  has  re¬ 
marked  the  varieties  which  occur 
in  this  particular,  in  different  kinds 
of  wood,  and  has  found,  that  the 
changes  were  proportioned  to  the 
brightnefs  of  the  light,  and  that 
they  take  place  even  under  water, 
but  that  wetted  wood  underwent 
thefe  changes  lefs  quickly  than 
that  which  was  dry ;  that  feveral 
folds  of  ribband  were  required  to 
defend  the  wood  completely  ;  that 
a  Engle  leaf  of  black  paper  was 
fufficierrt,  but  that  when  paper  of 
any  other  colour  was  fubftituted, 
the  change  was  n'ot  prevented  ;  a 
iingle  covering  of  white  paper  was 
infufficient,  but  two  intercepted  the 
a&ion  of  the  light.. 

That  philofopher  has  extended 
his  experiments  to  a  great  number 


of  vegetable  fuhftances,  in  a  manner 
Avhich  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  many* 
phenomena  of  vegetation,  which  I 
do  not  enter  into  at  prefent.  But 
to  fhevv  in  what  manner  the  fun 
adds  upon  colours,  it  may  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  examine  the  appearances, 
prefented  by  a  folution  of  the  green 
part  of  vegetables  in  alcohol. 

If  fuch  a  folution,  which  is  of  a 
fine  green  colour,  be  expofed  to  the 
light  of  the  fun,  it  very  loon  ac¬ 
quires  an  olive  hue,  and  lofes  its 
colour  in  a  few  minutes.  If  the 
li?ht  be  weak,  the  effeft  is  much 
more  flow  :  and  in  perfed  darknefs,. 
the  colour  remains  without  altera¬ 
tion,  or  if  any  change  does  take  place, 
it  requires  a  great  length  of  time. 
Mr.  Sennebier  aliens  that  an  alkali 
refrores  the  green  colour;  but  if  the 
change  of  colour  in  the  liquor  has 
been  completed,  the  alkali  has  no 
effed.  He  has  obferved  that  no 
change  of  colour  takes  p-ace  in 
azotic  gas  (phlogifticated  air)  nor 
in  a  bottle  which  is  quite  full. 

I  inverted  over  mercury  a  bottle 
half  full  of  this  green  folution,  and 
expofed  it  to  the  light  of  the  fun  ; 
when  the  colour  was  difeharged  the 
mercury  was  found  to  have  rifen 
in  the  bottle,  and  confequently,  vi¬ 
tal  air  had  been  abforbed,  the  oxygen 
having  united  with  the  colouring 
matter.  I  did  not  obferve  that 
precipitate  which  Mr.  Sennebier 
mentions;  the  liquor  had  continued 
transparent,  and  retained  a  flight 
yellow  tinge. 

1  evaporated  this  liquor;  its  co¬ 
lour  was  immediately  rendered 
darker,  and  became  brown;  the  re- 
iiduum  was  black,  and  in  the  flate 
of  charcoal. 

The  light  therefore  produced  its 


Mem.  phyflco-chymiqucs  fur  l’influence  de  la  lumiere folaire,  See.  vol.  ii.  &  i»* 
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effeft  by  favouring  the  abftmption 
of  oxygen,  and  the  combuftion  of 
the  colouring  matter;  at  firft,  the 
marks  of  combuftion  are  not  evi¬ 
dent;  the  liquor  retains  only  a  flight 
yellow  tinge,  but  by  the  aftiftance  of 
heat,  the  combuftion  is  completed, 
the  liquor  becomes  brown,  and 
leaves  a  black  reflduum.  If  the 
veiled  in  which  the  liquor  is,  con¬ 
tains  no  oxygenous  g..s,  the  light 
has  no  effect  on  the  colouring  mat¬ 
ter;  azotic  gas  in  this  fituation  luf- 
fers  no  diminution. 

The  above  obfervation,  that  rib¬ 
bands.  or  a  Angle  leaf  of  white  pa¬ 
per,  do  not  prevent  the  a&ion  of 
light,  merits  attention,  by  proving 
that  light  can  pad.  through  cover¬ 
ings  which  appear  to  be  opake,  and 
exert  its  energy  at  fome  diftance 
within. 

B  ccaria,  and  afterwards  Mr. 
Sennebier,  have  compared  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  light  on  ribbands  of  various 
colours ;  but  the  differences  they 
have  obferved,  are  rather  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  nature  of  the  colour¬ 
ing  matters,  than  to  the  colours; 
for  a  ribband  dyed  with  brazil 
wood  will  lofe  its  colour  much 
fooner  than  one  dyed  with  cochi¬ 
neal,  though  the  fhade  ftiquld-be 
perfectly  the  fame  in  both. 

Although  light  greatly  accele¬ 
rates  the  combuftion  of  colouring 
matter,  and  appears  even  neceflary 
to  its  deftrufhon  in  fome  cafes,  yet 
in  others  it  is  not  required.  Hav¬ 
ing  put  fome  plants  into  a  dark 
place,  in  contadt  with  vital  air,  I 
found  that  it  was  abforbed  by  fome. 
I  alfo  remarked  that  the  rofe  buffers 
a  change,  and  becomes  of  a  deeper 
hue,  when  it  is  not  in  contatt  with 
vital  air;  doubtlefs,  becaufe  it 
contains  a  little  oxygen,  the  com¬ 


bination  of  which  becomes  more 
intimate ;  but  many  flow  rs  retain 
their  colour  pc  feet! v  in  zotic  gas. 

1  placed  tiniiare  of  turnfoh  in 
contact  with  vital  air  over  mercury, 
both  in  the  dark,  and  expofed  to 
the  light  of  the  fun;  the  former 
continued  unchanged  for  a  coniide- 
rable  length  of  time,  and  the  vital 
air  had  differed  no  diminution  ;  the 
other  loft  much  of  its  colour,  be¬ 
came  red,  and  the  air  was  in  a  great 
meafure  ''bforbed,  and  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  carbonic  acid  was  produced, 
which  no  doubt  had  occafioned  the 
change  of  colour  from  blue  to  red. 

This  obfervation  may  lead  us  to 
form  an  idea  of  f  ome  of  the  changes 
of  colour,  produced  by  a  particular 
difpofttioii  of  the  component  prin¬ 
ciples  of  vegetable  fub  dances,  when 
bv  their  combination  with  oxygen, 
they  undergo  the  eftedis  of  a  flight 
combuftion,  which  may  generate 
an  acid,  as  in  the  leaves  in  autumn*, 
which  grow  red,  before  they  become  .•» 
yellow,  and  in  the  ftreaks  (pana- 
chures)  obfervable  in  flowers,  the 
vegetation  of  which  is  growing  lan¬ 
guid. 

It  is  therefore  proved,  that  light 
promotes  the  abforption  of  oxygen 
by  the  colouring  matter,  and  that 
thence  arifes  a  combuftion,  the  com¬ 
mon  effect  of  which  is,  the  predomi¬ 
nance  of  carbonic  particles. 


Account  of  the  three  fpecies  of  the 
Jr  aim  Tree ;  from  the  firji  uol. 
of  Sketches  chiefiy  relating  to  the 
Hiforyy  &c.  of  the  Hindoos. 

H  E  three  fpecies  of  the  palm- 
tree  that  I  have  mentioned,  are 
in  great  abundance  over  almoft  the 
whole  peninfula  and  iflands  of  In¬ 
dia. 

The 
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The  cocoa ,  which  is  the  firft  in 
rank,  is  perhaps  of  more  univerfal 
ufe  to  man,  than  any  other  tree  the 
earth  produces.  It  generally  grows 
almoft  pesrfe&ly  uraight,  is  from 
thirty  to  forty  feet  high,  and  about 
a  foot  in  diameter.  It  has  no 
branches;  but  about  a  dozen  leaves 
fpring  immediately  from  the  trunk 
near  the  top,  which  are  about  ten 
feet  long,  and,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
leaf,  from  twT0  to  three  in  breadth. 
Thefe  leaves  ferve  to  cover  the 
houfes  of  the  common  dalles  of  the 
natives,  to  make  mats  for  them  to 
fit  and  lie  upon ;  with  the  fined; 
fibres  of  the  leaf,  very  beautiful 
mats  are  made,  that  arc  bought  by 
the  rich ;  the  coarfe  fibres  are  made 
into  brooms ;  and  the  ftem  of  the 
leaf,  which  is  about  as  thick  as  a 
man’s  ankle,  is  ufed  for  fuel.  The 
wood  of  the  tree,  when  frefh  cut,  is 
fipongy ;  but  this,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  palmyra  tree,  becomes  hard  by 
being  kept,  and  attains  a  dark 
brown  colour. — On  the  top  of  the 
tree,  a  large  (hoot  is  found,  which, 
when  boiled^  refembies  brccoli,  but 
is  perhaps  of  a  more  delicate  tafte, 
and  though  much  liked,  is  feldom 
eat  by  the  natives,  as,  on  cutting  it, 
the  pith  being  left  expofed,  the  tree 
dies.  Between  this  lhoot  and  the 
leaves  fpring  feveral  buds,  from 
which,  on  making  an  incifion,  diftils 
a  juice,  differing  little  either  in  co¬ 
lour  or  confidence  from  water. 
Men,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is,  climb  to 
the  tops  of  the  trees  in  the  evening, 
with  earthen  pots  tied  round  their 
w'afee,  which  they  fix  to  receive  this 
juice,  and  take  away  early  in  the 
morning,  before  the  fun  has  had  any 
influence  on  it.  The  liquor  thus 
drawn  is  generally  called  Tary, 
and  by  the  Engiifh  Toddy.  It  is  in 
this  date  cooling,  and  of  a  fweet 


agreeable  tafte— after  bein’g  kept  a 
few  hours,  it  begins  to  ferment,  ac¬ 
quires  a  fharper  tafte,  and  a  /lighter 
intoxicating  quality.  By  boiling  it, 
a  coarfe  kind  of  fugaris  made  ;  and 
by  diftillation  it  yields  a  ftrong  fpi- 
rit,  which  being  every  where  fold, 
and  at  a  low  price,  contributes  not 
a  little  to  ruin  the  health  of  our  fol- 
diers.  The  name  given  to  this  fpi- 
rit  by  the  Englifh  is  Parriar  arrack , 
as  it  is  drank  by  the  Parriars  or  out- 
cafts< — The  trees  from  which  the 
toddy  is  drawn  do  not  bear  any 
fruit ;  but  if  the  buds  be  left  entire, 
they  produce  clufters  of  the  cccoa- 
nut.  This  nut,  in.  the  hufk,  is  full 
as  large  as  a  man’s  head ;  and, 
when  once  ripe,  falls  with  the  lead 
wind.— -When  frefh  gathered  it  is 
green  on  tne  outfkle;  the  hufk  and 
the  fheli  are  tender.  The  fhell,  when 
diverted  of  the  hufk,  may  be  about 
the  fize  of  an  oftrich’s  egg;  it  is 
lined  with  a  white  pulpy  fubftance, 
and  contains  about  a  pint,  or  a  pint 
and  a  half,  of  liquor  like  water; 
and  though  the  tarte  be  fweet  and 
agreeable,  it  is  different  from  that 
of  the  toddy. 

In  proportion  as  the  fruit  grows 
old,  or  is  kept,  the  fhell  hardens, 
the  liquor  diminifhes,  and  is  at  lafl 
entirely  abforbed  by  the  white  pulpy 
fubftance,  which  gradually  attains 
the  hardnefs  of  the  kernel  of  the  al¬ 
mond,  and  is  almoft  as  eafily  de¬ 
tached  from  the  ihell.  The  Indians 
ufe  this  nut  in  their  cookery.— 
From  it  great  quantities  of  the 
pureft  and  bell  lamp  oil  is  prerted; 
and  the  fubftance,  after  it  has  been 
prerted,  ferves  to  feed  poultry  and 
hogs,  and  is  found  an  excellent 
nourifhment  for  them.  Cups,  and 
a  variety  of  fmall  utenfils,  are  made 
of  the  fhell. — The  hulk  is  at  leaft  an 
inch  in  thicknefs,  and  being  com- 
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pofed  of  ftrong  fibres  that  eafily  fe- 
parate,  it  furnilhes  all  the  Indian 
cordage. 

The  palmyra ,  or  as  it  is  called  by 
the  Portuguefe  (fr  m  whom  the 
Englilh,  as  in  mar  y  other  inftances, 
have  borrowed  the  name)  th e  pal- 
meiro-hraho,  is  taller  than  the  cocoa, 
greater  quantities  of  toddy  are 
drawn,  from  it ;  for  though  a  fmall 
fruit  which  it  yields  be  fometimes 
eat,  and  is  thought  \vholefome,  yet 
it  is  but  little  fought  after.  This 
tree,  like  the  cocoa,  has  no  brandies, 
but  only  a  few  large  leaves  quite  at 
the  top,  whidi  are  alfo  employed  to 
thatch  houfes,  and  to  make  mats  and 
umbrellas.  The  timber  of  thL>  tree 
is  much  ufed  in  building. 

The  date-tree  is  not  fo  tall  as  the 
cocoa .  The  fruit  never  ai rives  to 
maturity  in  India;  toddy  is  drawn 
from  it,  but  neither  in  luch  quan¬ 
tity,  nor  of  lo  good  a  quality,  as 
that  which  is  procured  from  the  two 
former  fpedes.  Indeed,  the  Indian 
date-tree  is  but  of  little  value,  com¬ 
paratively  with  even  the  palmyra, 
though  that  be  inferior  to  the  co¬ 
coa. 


Experiments  concerning  the  Tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  Air  at  different  heights  ; 
from  an  Effay  on  Fire,  by  Mark 
Auguftus  Piflet,  tr  an  fated  from 
the  French  under  the  infpeiiion  cf 
the  Author . 

IN  fome  former  experiments  I 
made  ufe  of  a  pole  50  feet  high, 
and  afterwards  of  one  of  75  feet 
high.  My  firft  trials  were  made  in 
the  months  of  Augufl  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  1773,  and  difcovering  fome 
phenomena  I  did  not  expe&,  I  re¬ 
peated  them  the  year  following  with 
bettor  inflruments/and  a  more  con- 
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venient  apparatus.  And  it  is  of 
thefe  latter  experiments  I  am  now 
about  to  give  an  account. 

The  pole  wfts  fixed  in  a  large 
garden,  and  fupported  in  its  verti¬ 
cal  lituation  by  cords  or  fhrouds 
defcending  obliquely  to  the  ground. 
From  the  top  of  the  pole,  an  arm  of 
about  1 8  inches  long  was  extended 
horizontally,  from  whofe  extremity 
hung  a  pulley  defigned  to  raife  and 
lower  one  or  more  thermometers, 
which  was  done  with  the  utmoil 
celerity.  The  upper  part  of  the 
pole  was  painted  a  dead  black,  in 
order  to  avoid  all  kind  of  refledlion; 
and  that  the  lhadow  of  the  pole 
Ihould  never  fall  upon  the  thermo¬ 
meter,  I  placed  the  arm  in  the  plane 
of  the  meridian. 

Befides  thefe  thermometers,  de- 
Fined  to  be  railed  or  lowered,  I 
employed  others,  fufpended  at  dif¬ 
ferent  diftances  from  the  earth,  from 
between  5  and  6  feet,  to  4  lines. 
Thefe  were  fufpended  by  a  very 
thin  thread  of  filk  extended  verti¬ 
cally;  one  of  them  was  hung  two 
inches  from  the  pole  itfelf,  and  5 
feet  from  the  earth.  I  moved  it 
laterally  as  the  fun  advanced,  that 
it  might  be  always  diametrically 
oppofite  the  pole,  and  by  that  means 
conftantly  in  the  lhaae.  And  finally, 
I  had  one  on  the  ground,  with  its 
bulb  juft  covered  by  the  earth,  in¬ 
tended  to  fhew  the  temperature  of 
the  furface  of  the  foil,  whilft  the  cor- 
refponding  obfervations  were  made 
in  the  air. 

The  inftruments  were  all  of  mer¬ 
cury,  made  with  great  care,  and 
agreeing  perfectly  with  each  other. 
The  bulbs  and  inferior  parts  were 
completely  infulated  and  detached 
from  their  fcales,  which  were  of  tin, 
Fiver,  or  ivory.  The  bulbs  were  of 
a  moderate  fize,  fo  as  to  require  6 

or 
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or  7  minutes  fo  receive  the  tempe¬ 
rature  of  the  quiet  air  in  which 
taev  were  fufpended.  The  moil 
tardy  was  dilpofed  at  the  top  of  the 
pole,  that  its  variations  might  be 
as  inconfiderable  as  poffible  during 
the  5  or  6  feconds  it  required  to  de- 
fcend. 

Mv  defign,  in  general,  was  to 
obferve,  by  means  of  this  appara¬ 
tus,  what  padded  in  the  dratum  of 
air  which  repofes  upon  the  earth  to 
the  height  of  75  feet;  to  fee  what 
progredion  the  augmentation  and 
diminution  of  the  heat  produced  by 
the  fun’s  prefence,  during  a  calm 
and  ferene  day,  would  follow ;  what 
was  the  hotted  and  colded  moment 
of  the  day  ;  what  the  mean  heat  of 
the  24  hours;  and  finally,  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  effeCt  of  clouds,  fogs, 
winds.  Sec .  upon  thefe  refults.  •  But 
’  above  all,  I  endeavoured  to  difeover 
if  there  exided  any  condant  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  temperature  of  the 
air  at  75  feet,  and  at  5  .feet  from 
the  earth ;  and,  fuppodng  this  pro¬ 
portion  variable,  what  might  be  the 
nature  and  periods  of  thefe  varia¬ 
tions.  Then  to  apply  thefe  refults 
to  the  neared  approximation  of  the 
true  temperature  of  a  vertical  co¬ 
lumn  of  air  drawn  from  the  ordinary 
and  only  practicable  obfervations, 
made  at  5  feet  from  the  earth. 

A  more  cor.fiderable  elevation 
would,  perhaps,  have  furnifhed  the 
means  of  edablifhing,  by  numerous 
obfervations  at  intermediate  heights, 
fome  law  of  the  diminution  of  heat, 
relatively  to  the  augmentation  of 
vertical  elevation ;  but  a  column  of 
air  of  75  feet  was  infufiicient  for 
fuch  inquiries. 

It  was  at  the  top  of  the  pole  that 
the  augmentation  and  diminution 
of  heat  during  the  day  followed  the 
mod  uniform  progredion ;  and  it  was 
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there,  likewife,  as  we  fhall  prefendy- 
lee,  that  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold  were  neared  each  other.  The 
thermometer  in  the  fhade  at  5  feet 
from  the  ground  agreed  bed  with 
the  thermometer  expofed  to  the  fun 
70  feet  higher,  and  they  were  not 
only  fimilar  in  their  progredion* 
but  in  their  abfolute  temperature 
alfo,  from  9  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing  to  3.  in  the  afternoon,  although 
one  was  in  the  fun,  and  the  other  in 
the  fhade. 

I  ufually  began  to  obferve  thefe 
indruments  at  break  of  day,  and 
they  all  agreed  in  indicating  an  in- 
creafing  coolnefs  as  fun -rife  ap¬ 
proached.  The  colded  moment  was 
during  the  rifing  of  the  fun ;  and 
from  that  time  the  thermometers 
began  to  mount  by  different  pro- 
grefiions,  until  about  3  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  which  was  commonly 
t*he  hotted  part  of  the  day.  The 
thermometer,  whofe  bulb  was  co¬ 
vered  by  the  foil,  indicated  at  that 
time  a  very  confiderable  degree  of 
heat.  I  have  feen  it  at  45 0  of  the 
fcale  of  80  parts,  in  a  hot  day  in  the 
month  of  Augud. 

The  winds  greatly  altered  the 
uniformity  of  the  progreflion  of  the 
thermometers,  which,  on  the  days 
when  the  air  was  agitated,  moved 
always  by  ofcillations :  a  cloud 
which  hid  the  fun  alfo  occafioned 
a  bidden  defeent ;  but  their  motions 
•were  never  more  regular  than  on 
thofe  calm  and  uniformly  cloudy 
days,  which  we  frequently  fee  iii 
this  country  in  autumn. 

All  thefe  modifications  were  na¬ 
turally  forefeen.  The  particular  re¬ 
fults  of  thefe  obfervations,  as  they 
relate  to  barometrical  meafurements, 
will  make  part  of  another  eflay  di¬ 
rected  principally  to  inquiries  of  this 
nature.  But  the  peculiar  and  un¬ 
expected 
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expe&ed  phenomenon  of  which  I  am 
now  going  to  fpeak,  has  naturally  a 
phfce  here. 

In  order  to  expofe  it  clearly?  I 
fhall  follow  the  courfe  of  the  two 
thermometers  at  5  feet  and  at  75 
feet  from  the  earth,  during  24.  hours 
of  calm  ferene  weather. 

In  the  morning,  about  two  hours 
or  two  hours  and  a  half  after  fun- 
rife,  thefe  two  thermometers  agreed, 
and,  except  forne  little  cfcillations, 
the  eifefl  of  accidental  circum- 
ftances,  they  indicated  the  fame 
temperature. 

As  the  fun  advanced,  the  thermo¬ 
meter  at  5  feet  from  the  ground  ac¬ 
quired  a  higher  temperature;  and  at 
the  hotted  time  of  the  day,  it  was 
about  two  degrees  of  t’nefcale  of  80 
parts  higher  than  the  thermometer 
at  75  feet. 

The  maximum  of  difference  once 
paffed,  the  two  thermometers  ap¬ 
proached,  and,  before  the  letting  of 
the  fan,  again  acquired  the  fame 
temperature;  then  varied  in  the  op¬ 
posite  fenle,  and  their  difference 
augmented  rapidly  after  fun-fet. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  twilight, 
the  inferior  thermometer  was  two 
degrees  lower  than  the  other,  and 
Sometimes  more. 

This  difference  continued  the  fame 
during  the  night;  at  lead  I  have 
reafon  to  prefume  fo,  becaufe,  hav¬ 
ing  quitted  them  at  1 1  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  and  obferved  them 
again  at  day-break,  I  condant  y 
found  the  thermometer  at  5  feet 
lower  from  one  to  two  degrees  than 
that  at  75  feet.  They  kept  the  lame 
proportion  during  the  whole  twi¬ 
light  of  the  morning,  and  it  was  not 
till  fome  time  after  fun- rife  that  they 
began  to  approach,  then  to  acquire 
fhe  fame  temperature,  and  about 
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twb  hours  afterward  to  cro&  each 
other  again. 

Such  was  the  condant  courfe  of 
thefe  two  thermometers,  as  often  as 
the  weather  was  calm  and  ferene ; 
and  it  happened  jud  the  fame  in 
the  different  feafons  of  the  year,  and 
notwithdanaing  winds  and  clouds, 
although  lefs  fenfibly  in  this  lad 
cafe  ;  and  it  was  only  on  the  days 
completely  and  uniformly  cloudy, 
and  when  the  wind  was  violent,  or 
when  there  was  a  thick  fog,  that  the 
two  thermometers,  70  feet  didant 
from  each  other,  nearly  agreed  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day. 

It  was  with  extreme  furprize  that 
I  beheld,  from  the  very  fird  day  of 
my  experiments,  this  extraordinary 
phenomenon.  I  thought,  anddoubt- 
lefs  I  was  not  lingular  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  coolnefs  which  we 
experience  in  the  night  came  from 
above ;  nor  could  I  believe  my  eyes 
when  I  law  the  thermometer  at  75 
feet,  at  that  time,  nearly  two  de¬ 
grees  higher  than  the  other  at  5  feet. 
It  was  from  the  ground,  then,  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  this  coolnefs  proceeded. 
And  in  effect,  I  found  the  thermo¬ 
meter  at  4.  lines  from  the  ground 
dill  lower,  in  general,  than  that  at  5; 
feet ;  but  the  thermometer,  whole 
bulb  was  covered  by  the  earth,  was, 
on  the  contrary,  much  higher  than 
any  of  the  others ;  and  the  earth, 
retaining  a  part  of  the  heat  which 
it  had  acquired  during  the  day, 
tor  me  J,  as  it  were,  a  kind  of  dove, 
immediately  whereon  reded  a  dra- 
tum  of  cocl  air,  and  above  that  we 
found  the  air  warmer. 

It  may  be  imagined,  that  this  was 
a  local  phenomenon,  and  owing  to 
forne  particular  exhalations ;  but 
the  foil  was  not  at  all  moid;  the 
fame  experiments^repeated  in  a  larger 

plain* 
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plain,  to  which  I  transported  the  ap¬ 
paratus,  presented  th-  like  refults ; 
and  1  have  evert  obtained  the  fame 
upon  an  miniated  fummit  of  the 
mountain  called  the  Mole,  which  is 
more  than  4,200  feet  above  the  le¬ 
vel  of  the  fea. 

I  think  I  perceive  the  caufe  of 
this  phenomenon  to  be  as  follows: 

When  fire  is  not  retained  by  the 
ties  of  chemical  affinity,  it  tends  con 
Handy  to  an  equilibrium,  a^  we  have 
already  often  proved  in  the  ccurfe  of 
this  eflay.  The  foil,  therefore,  be¬ 
ing  hotter  than  the  air,  the  fire  will 
life  from  the  interior  of  the  earth 
upwards,  and,  being  arrived  at  the 
furface,  will  fucceffively  convert  into 
vapour  the  infinitely  thin  ftrata  of 
water  which  moiften  the  foil  in  the 
point  of  contact  between  tise  air  and 
the  earth,  and  evaporation  wi  1  take 
place. 

If  we  fuppofe  the  ground  colder 
than  the  air,  then  the  fire  will  de- 
fcend  into  the  earth  ;  but  evapora¬ 
tion  will  always  take  place  near  its 
furface;  and  in  this  particular  union 
of  fire  with  water,  it  is  known  that 
a  part  of  the  fenfible  fire  disappears, 
and  becomes  fire  of  evaporation, 
that  is  to  fay,  imperceptible  fire, 
and  that  cold  is  produced,  uniefs  in 
circumiiances  in  which  the  external 
calorific  cau-es  exactly  counterba¬ 
lance  the  fire  that  difappears. 

During  the  two  twilights  and  the 
night,  this  balance  cannot  take  place. 
The  ambient  liberated  fire  endea¬ 
vours  to  re-eftablifti  the  equilibrium, 
but  the  fire  that  arrives  for  this 
parpofe  from  the  earth  undergoes 
at  its  furface  the  metamorphofis  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  aft  of  evaporation; 
and  that  which  exifts  in  the  air 
above  is  partly  united  with  the 
water  it  has  evaporated,  and  not 
being  carried  downward  by  any 


great  rupture  of  equilibrium,  but 
having,  as  we  h  ,ve  perceived  in 
another  place,  a  tendency,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  attraction  of  the  fu- 
perior  ftrata,  to  rife  rather  than  to 
defeend,  it  moves  through  the  air 
in  a  quantity  infufficient  to  re- 
effablifh  m  the  inferior  ftratum  the 
equilibrium  of  temperature  derang¬ 
ed  by  evaporation.  It  will,  there¬ 
fore,  remain  colder  than  the  ground, 
and  than  the  fuperior  kratum,  till 
feme  calorific  caufe  fhail  fupply  the 
fire,  which  difappeared  at  the  furface 
of  the  earth. 

But  as  foen  as  the  rays  of  the  fun 
fall  upon  the  inferior  lira*  um  of  air, 
and  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
their  calorific  effect  is  felt.  In  the 
firft  moments,  they  produce  cold 
rather  than  heat,  becaufe  the  fire 
they  fupply  is  not,  perhaps,  fujfi- 
cient  to  compensate  the  quantity 
ab  orbed  by  the  increafed  evapora¬ 
tion. 

Their  prefence,  however,  and 
more  diredl  impulfe  upon  the  air 
and  the  ground  foon  gain  the  ad- 
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vantage,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
increafed  evaporation,  th*.  liberated 
fire  is  fo  much  augmented,  that  the 
relative  heat  cf  the  inferior  ftratum 
becomes  greater  ;  and  this  ftratum 
and  the  fuperior  flrata  alio,  to  ‘he 
height  of  75  feet,  which  are  the 
limits  of  theie  experiments,  fhcrtiy 
acquire  the  fame  temperature  that 
took  place  about  two  hours  or  two 
hours  and  a  half  after  fun-rife. 
The  heat  produced  by  the  aftion  cf 
the  foiar  rays  upeto  the  earth,  be¬ 
came  afterwards  io  great,  that  the 
inferior  ftratum  of  air,  in  which, 
however,  the  evaporation  conftantly 
continued,  was  neated  more  than 
the  fuperior,  and  we  have  hen  the 
difference  amount  to  2  degrees  in 
the  hotteft  time  of  the  day. 


After 
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After  this  period,  the  diminution 
of  the  intensity  of  the  folar  rays 
brought  back,  by  degrees,  the  equa¬ 
lity  between  the  refrigerant  effed 
of  evaporation,  and  the  calorific 
efFed  which  they  produced;  and  at 
this  moment  of  equilibrium,  the  fu- 
perior  and  inferior  thermometers 
again  exhibited  the  fame  degree  of 
temperature  ;  a  little  afterward  the 
rays,  bill  more  oblique  and  lefs 
numerous,  were  infufheient  to  coun¬ 
terbalance  the  cold  of  evaporation, 
and  the  inferior  thermometer  de- 
feended  lower  than  the  other ;  this 
difference  continued  till  the  next 
day’s  fun  reilored  the  equilibrium, 
and  produced  the  alternate  adion 
which  I  have  deferibed,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  explain. 

But  fhould  this  explication  be 
infufheient,  the  fad  is  not  lefs  cer¬ 
tain  ;  and  if  we  add  to  the  conclu- 
fions  that  may  be  drawn  from  it, 
the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  three 
hates  or  modifications  of  fire  in  folid 
water,  liquid  water,  and  water  in 
vapour,  the  phenomena  of  dew  and 
of  hoar  frofl  will  not  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  explain  in  a  fatisfadory 
manner. 


Experiments  on  Heat  produced  by 
F rid  ion  ;  fro?n  the  fame . 

IW  A  S  perfuaded  that  the  heat 
produced  by  fridion  was  owing, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  a  kind  of 
mechanical  decompofition  of  the  air 
between  the  furfaces  rubbing  againb 
each  other;  and  this  opinion  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  probable,  from  the 
obfervation  that  the  fragments  of 
heel  detached  by  the  broke  of  a 
flint,  were  not  melted  in  vacuo  as 
they  were  in  air.  This  hypothefis 
feemed  alfo  to  be  fupported  by  con- 
Vol.  XXXIII. 
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federations  on  the  quantity  of  fire 
chemically  contained  in  this  elabic 
fluid.  But  we  fhall  prefently  fee, 
that  experience  has  overturned  it. 

In  order  to  vary  the  experiments, 
I  employed  the  following  Appara¬ 
tus  : 

It  is  a  kind  of  clock-work  move¬ 
ment,  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
two  in  height.  The  moving  power 
is  a  fpring  inclofed  after  the  ufual 
manner  in  a  barrel,  the  wheel  of 
which  has  1 20  teeth,  and  runs  in  a 
pinion  of  1 2  leaves,  whole  fpindle 
carries  a  wheel  of  98  teeth.  This 
wheel  runs  in  a  pinion  of  8  leaves, 
which  drives  a  third  wheel  of  60 
teeth,  and  this  turns  a  third  pinion 
of  22  leaves,  which  occupies  the 
centre  of  the  machine  towards  the 
upper  plate.  The  fpindle  of  this 
pinion  projects  above  the  plate,  and 
is  terminated  by  a  fquare,  to  which 
the  fubbances  defigned,  to  make 
trial  of  the  fridion  are  adapted. 

In  confequence  of  fuch  a  number 
of  teeth  and  leaves  running  in  each 
other,  the  laft  pinion  makes  334  re¬ 
volutions  for  one  of  the  wheel  of  the 
barrel. 

To  this  pinion  are  fitted  feveral 
little  hemifphericai  cups  with  the 
concavity  uppermob ;  and  their  bot¬ 
toms  being  pierced  with  a  fquare 
hole  corresponding  with  the  fquare 
of  the  fpindle,  they  are  placed  there¬ 
on,  and  turn  with  it.  The  cups  I 
made  ufe  of  were  of  Heel,  of  brafs> 
and  of  wood,  and  of  two  different 
diameters,  viz.  7  lines  and  3 

Immediately  over  the  centre  of 
the  cup  fixed  for  the  experiment,  I 
place  a  mercurial  thermometer, 
whofe  bulb  is  only  2  \  lines  in  dia¬ 
meter.  This  thermometer  may  be 
raifed  or  lowered  fo  as  to  enter, 
more  or  lefs,  the  cavity  of  the  cup 
without  touching  its  Tides ;  by  which 

f  difpofition 
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difpofition  it  is  calculated  to  receive 
■and  (hew  moil  readily  the  heat  given 
to  the  cup  by  the  fridlion. 

The  fridlion  operates  on  the  outer 
edge  of  the  cup  near  the  brim ;  and 
in  ordef  to  vary  it  either  by  the  de¬ 
gree  of  predion,  or  the  nature  of 
the  fubftances  rubbing  againft  each 
other,  1  employ  a  horizontal  lever, 
whole  point  of  fupport  is  at  one  of 
the  extremities,  the  direction  of 
which  is  parallel  to  a  tangent  of  the 
circumference  of  the  cun,  and  at  the 
other  ext  emity  a  thread  is  fixed  at 
right  angles,  which,  palling  over  a 
pulley,  fufpends  a  weight  that  may  be 
varied.  The  lever  is  furnilhed  with 
a  mouth-piece  at  its  mid-length,  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  cock  of  a  piftol, 
in  which  I  place  the  different  fub¬ 
ftances  intended  to  rub  againft  the 
cup  with  a  predion  determinable  by 
the  weight.  For,  as  the  lever  is  or 
the  fecond  clafs,  and  the  diftance 
from  the  mouth-piece  to  the  point 
of  fupport  is  1 3  -j  lines,  whilft  the 
weight  adts  at  it's  extremity  at  double 
that  diftance,  or  26  lines,  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  weight  preiling  the  fub- 
ftance  rubbing  againft  the  cup  is 
double  the  weight  itfelf,  which  be¬ 
ing  4  drachms,  18  grains,  its  eft  eft 
is  confequently  equal  to  one  ounce, 
36  grains ;  and  this  is  the  predion  I 
have  conftantly  employed  in  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  which  I  am  about  to 
render  an  account. 

I  found  the  relative  velocity  of 
the  fubftances  under  friffion,  in  the 
following  manner.  When  I  ap¬ 
plied  the  fteel  cup  of  7  lines  dia¬ 
meter  to  the  ipiridle  of  the  pinion, 
and  fufpended  to  the  lever  the 
weight  above  mentioned,  putting  in 
the  mouth- piece  a  bit  of  brafs  to 
rub  againft  the  fteel,  the  wheel  of 
the  bfrrel  in  running  down  makes 
five  revolutions  in  eight  fecondsj  it 
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may  therefore  be  concluded,  that  id 
this  cafe  the  circumference  of  the 
cup  is  moved  at  the  rate  of  32  feet 
in  a  fecond.  But  when  inft^ad  of 
the  great  fteel  cup,  I  fubftitute  a 
brafs  one  of  only  3  £  lines  diameter, 
leaving  the  fame  predion  and  the 
fame  rubbing  fubftance,  the  wheel 
of  the  barrel  makes  one  revolution 
in  a  fecond,  which  gives  the  cir¬ 
cumference  of  thucup  a  velocity  of 
25  £  feet  in  a  fecond.  And  thefe 
are  the  extremes  of  the  velocities 
employed  in  my  experiments. 

The  apparatus  is  of  a  fize  to  ad¬ 
mit  its  being  readily  introduced  into 
the  common  receivers ;  and  it  may 
be  fet  in  motion  in  vacuo  by  means 
of  a  rod,  which  traverfes  the  lea¬ 
thern  apparatus  commonly  employ¬ 
ed  for  this  purpefe,  and  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  which  touches  a  fpring  or 
trigger. 

Comparative  experiments  in  the 
air  and  in  vacuo  were  the  firft  ob¬ 
jects  of  my  inquiries.  For  this 
purpofe,  having  adapted  a  cup  of 
tempered  fteel,  and  placed  in  the 
mouth-piece  a  bit  of  adamantine 
fpar,  which  mineralogifts  efteem  the 
hardeft  fubftance  next  to  the  dia¬ 
mond,  I  fet  the  machine  in  motion 
in  the  air.  Sparks  flew  out  during 
all  the  revolutions,  and  formed'  a 
radiated  fheaf  of  light,,  whole  top 
was  at  the  point  of  contact.  The 
thermometer  in  the  centre  of  the 
cup,  at  forne  diftance,  however, 
from  its  fides,  (hewed  no  figns  of 
heat  produced  by  the  friction. 

I  repeated  the  experiment,  and 
placed  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer 
without  the  cup,  very  near  its  outer 
edge,  prefuming  that  the  fire  carried 
away,  perhaps,  by  the  rapidity  of 
the  revolutions,  would  fcFm  an 
atmofphere  round  the  edge,  and 
thereby  aired!  the  thermometer.  But 
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tiie  mftrument  in  this  new  difpofi- 
tion  gave  no  figns  of  heat. 

I  repeated  the  experiment  in  a 
vacuum,  where  the  mercury  of  the 
.  gage  flood  at  4  lines.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  ‘hewed  no  figns  of  heat  in 
this  cafe,  and  I  faw  no  fparks.  I 
even  thought  that  no  light  was  pro¬ 
duced  ;  but  when  I  renewed  the  ex¬ 
periment  in  complete  obfcurity,  I 
faw  at  the  place  of  contadl  a  phof- 
phoric  glimmer^  like  that  obferved 
upon  rubbing  hard  Hones  in  the 
dark. 

From  the  refill  t  of  thefe  experi- 
ments,  I  naturally  concluded  that, 
in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  my  ap¬ 
paratus,  the  heat  produced  by  the 
friction  was  fo  weak,  that  the  ther¬ 
mometer  thus  lituated  could  not  in¬ 
dicate  it  in  a  manner  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon ;  for,  I  could  perceive  no 
variation  in  the  experiments  made 
alternately  in  the  air  and  in  vacuo, 
except  that  in  the  former  I  obtained 
fparks,  and  in  the  latter  only  a  fee¬ 
ble  phofphoric  light. 

I  now  fubllituted  the  brafs  cup 
of  3  f  lines  inftead  of  the  Heel  cup 
of  7  lines,  and  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  alrnoH  entirely  occu¬ 
pying  the  cavity  of  the  cup,  it  was 
fo  near  its  Tides,  that  the  fmalleft 
heat  produced  mull  affedlit.  I  placed 
in  the  mouth  piece  a  bit  of  brafs,  and 
the  preffion  being  always  the  fame, 

I  fet  the  machine  in  motion  in  the 
air  feveral  times  following,  and 
each  time  obtained  an  afcenlion  of 
to  of  a  degree  of  the  thermometer. 

I  obferved  that  the  thermometer 
did  not  begin  to  mount  till  the  ma¬ 
chine  had  firdfhed  its  revolutions. 
Their  rapidity,  without  doubt,  gave 
to  the  ambient  air  a  tangential  force 
which  carried  off  the  lire  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  was  difengaged  by  the 
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fridtion  ;.but  as  foon  as  the  motion 
ceafed,  the  thermometer  rofe  during 
1 5  or  20  feconds  to  a  certain  maxi - 
■mum ,  which  varied,  as  will  be  feen, 
according  to  circumifances. 

I  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
in  a  vacuum  which  fupported  an 
inch  of  mercury,  and  I  obtained  a 
mean  afcenlion  of  i°:2;  with  this 
difference,  that  the  thermometer 
rofe  wbilll  the  machine  was  in  mo  ¬ 
tion,  and  thereby  confirmed  the  ex¬ 
plication  I  have  juft  given  of  the 
caufe  which  rendered  it  Hationary 
in  the  air. 

In  this  inllance  we  fee  fire  excited 
by  fridlion  more  efficacioufiy  in  va¬ 
cuo  than  in  the  air.  The  fpec.ific 
heat  of  air,  by  abforbing  a  part  of 
the- heat  produced,  tended,  without 
doubt,  to  increafe  the  difference  of 
thefe  refults ;  but  the  difference 
which  Hill  remained  was  fuflicient 
to  induce  a  fufpicion  of  my  mif- 
take. 

To  afcertain  whether  the  heat  I 
had  obferved  was  really  ow;ng  to 
the  fridlion  of  the  fubllance  in  con- 
tad:  with  the  outer  edge  of  the  cup* 

I  put  the  cup  in  motion,  without  any 
thing  touching  its  edge*  and'  the 
thermometer  remained  perfectly  lla- 
tionary. 

In  thefe  experiments  we  have 
feen  metallic  fubllances  of  the  fame 
kind  in  contadl ;  and  to  know  whe-  - 
ther  the  hardnefs  of  the  rubbing- 
fubllances  was  one  of  the  caufes 
which  contributed  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  heat,  I  let  the  brafs  cup 
remain,  and  placed  in  the  mouth¬ 
piece,.  inllead  of  the  bit  of  brafs,  a 
piece  of  the  foft  wood  of  a  pencil, 
which  touched  the  cup  by  a  very 
narrow  edge  only.  By  this  dilpo- 
fition  I  obtained  in  the  air  a  mean 
afcenlion  of  yh  of  a  degree,  which 
F  2  was 
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was  greater  by  than  what  h^d 
been  produced  by  the  fridlion  of 
brafs  againft  brafs. 

7’o  confirm  thefe  refults  I  fubfti- 
tuted,  inftead  of  the  brafs  cup,  a 
cup  of  very  foft  wood  of  the  fame 
diameter,  leaving  in  the  mouth¬ 
piece  the  fame  bit  of  wood  which 
had  been  made  ufe  of  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  experiment.  This  altera¬ 
tion  occafioned  an  afcenfion  of  2°,i 
in  the  air,  which  was  the  mean  of 
three  experiments  that  differed  only 
^  of  a  degree  from  each  other.  In 
this  cafe,  wood  rubbing  againft 
wood,  produced  a  heat  three  times 
^greater  than  had  been  obtained  by 
the  fridlion  of  wood  againft  brafs, 
which  perfectly  confirmed  the  firft 
refults. 

I  repeated  this  experiment  in  va¬ 
cuo,  and  had  a  mean  afcenfion  of 
2°, 4;  that  is  to  fay,  a  little  more 
heat  than  in  the  air,  according  to 
the  preceding  obfervations. 

Still  better  to  determine  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  air,  I  was  defirous  of 
repeating  the  experiment  in  the 
extremes ;  that  is,  having  already 
made  it  in  vacuo,  of  trying  it  in 
condenfed  air.  The  gage  of  the 
condenfmg  pump  was  at  48  inches, 
and  the  air  within  conlequently 
charged  with  an  atmofphere  and 
three-fourths.  In  thefe  circumftances 
I  obtained  only  of  a  degree  of 
heat ;  whereas  1  had  obtained  2°,4 
in  a  vacuum  which  fupported  one 
inch  of  mercury :  and  the  pofition 
of  the  thermometer  remaining  al- 
ways  the  fame,  in  a  feries  of  expe¬ 
riments  made  with  the  fame  cup, 
no  accidental  variation  could  have 
happened. 

.But  chance  occafioned  the  difeo- 
very  of  a  circumftance  which  pow¬ 
erfully  modified  and  ftill  more  com¬ 
pletely  overthrew  the  ideas  I  had 
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formed  of  the  caufe  of  heat  pro¬ 
duced  by  fri&ion. 

When  I  employed  the  brafs  cup, 
I  was  apprehenfive,  from  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  its  concavity,  that  the  bulb 
of  the  thermometer,  owing  to  feme 
irregular  motion,  might  be  broken 
by  the  rapid  fri&ion  of  the  metallic 
body,  which  it  almoft  touched.  And 
to  prevent  this  accident,  I  lined  the 
infide  of  the  cup  with  cotton,  which 
touched  very  flightly,  and  by  fome 
filaments  only,  the  under  part  ol 
bulb.  I  now  faw  with  much  furprize 
the  thermometer  rife  five  or  fix  de¬ 
grees  during  the  revolutions  of  the 
cup. 

This  phenomenon  took  place  in¬ 
dependent  of  all  external  fri&ion 
againft  the  cup,  and  was  therefore 
manifeftly  owing  to  the  friflion,  al¬ 
though  very  light,  of  the  cotton 
under  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer. 

I  repeated  this  experiment  in 
many  different  ways,  and  obferved. 
that  in  proportion  as  I  prefted  the 
thermometer  upon  the  cotton,  the 
heat  was  increafed,  and  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  thermometer  I  ufed 
for  thefe  obfervations  having  only 
1 5  degrees  of  movement,  I  was 
fearful  of  breaking  it  by  carrying 
the  experiment  to  the  extreme. 

There  are  certainly  few  bodies 
more  yielding  than  the  filaments  oi 
cotton,  and  yet  it  was  their  fri&ion 
which  was  the  moft  energetic  of  all 
the  means  I  employed  in  producing 
heat.  It  is  true  that  the  cotton 
rubbed  the  bulb  of  the  thermome¬ 
ter  itfelf ;  whereas  all  the  other 
friiftions  had  been  made  only  againf 
the  cup  which  furrounded  it :  but  l 
cannot  be  perfuaded  that  the  dif 
ference  of  the  refults  was  folely 
owing  to  this  circumftance.  It  ap 
peared,  that  the  heat  produced  i: 
vacuo  was,  in  this  cafe  &lfc,  greate| 
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than  that  produced  in  the  air ;  but 
it  is  evident,  that  experiments  made 
in  this  manner  cannot  be  rigoroufty 
comparative,  becaufe  it  is  impoftible 
to  afcertain  a  perfect  equality  of 
preifion  upon  the  cotton  in  two  con- 
feCutive  experiments. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  reafon  upon 
the  faCts  I  have  juft  related.  They 
offer  only  fome  data  for  our  proce¬ 
dure,  byway  of exclufion.  We  fee 
that  it  is  not  air  which  caufes  heat 
in  friction  ;  we  fee  alfo  that  it  is 
not  the  hardnefs  of  the  rubbing  fub- 
llances;  but  we  do  not  perceive 
what  is  the  quality  of  bodies  on 
which  this  effect  depends. 

The  fparks  produced  by  the  col- 
lifion  of  flint  and  fteel,  are  probably 
owing  to  two  caufes.  ift.  To  the 
hardnefs  of  the  ftone,  which  enables 
it  to  penetrate  the  fteel,  and  to  de¬ 
tach  from  it  very  thin  fragments  in 
the  form  of  ribbands.  2dly,  To 
the  combuftiblenefs  of  fteel.  This 
metal  being  railed  by  the  friction 
to  a  degree  of  temperature  in  which 
it  is  able  to  decompound  the  oxyge¬ 
nous  gate  and  offering  by  its  great 
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attenuation  a  conflderable  furface  to 
the  ambient  atmofpherical  air,  com- 
buffion  begins  in  fome  part  of  that 
furface,  and  once  begun,  the  freed 
caloric  is  fufficient  to  continue  it, 
till  the  metal  becomes  entirely  oxi¬ 
dated  or  converted  into  a  black 
ethiops. 

This  is  therefore  a  chemical  phe¬ 
nomenon,  which  does  not  take  place 
in  vacuo,  becaufe  there  is  not  any 
oxygenous  gas  there. 

It  is  perhaps  allowable  to  rifk 
conjectures  on  a  new  fubjeCt,  when 
the  truth  is  yet  undiscovered. 

May  not  the  heat  produced  by  a 
caufe  fo  fimilar  to  that  which  gene¬ 
rates  eleCtricity,  depend  upon  the 
eleCtric  aCtion,  which  was,  without 
doubt,  excited  by  the  o-entle  friClion 
of  the  cotton  againft  the  furface  of 
the  glafs  bulb  ?  Fire  and  the  elec¬ 
tric  fluid  developed  themfelves  re- 
fpeCtively  in  many  other  cafes  ;  and 
we  have  feGn  an  example,  in  the 
preceding  experiments,  which  may 
aflift  us  in  conceiving  the  pofiibility 
of  a  reciprocal  aCtion  of  the  two. 
fluids  in  this  la  ft. 
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USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


On  the  utility  of  the  Spanifh  Chef- 
nut  T ree ;  by  Lewis  Majendie, 
FJq*  in  a  Letter  addrf/ed  by,  him 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 
From  the  Tranfaotions  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Arts,  &c.  vol.  ix. 

SIR,. 

N  the  courfe  of  laf  winter  I 
planted  a  field,  in  the  parifh  of 
Caftle  Hedingham,  containing  fome- 
what  lefs  than  four  acres,  with  fe- 
ven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  four 
Spanifh  chefnut,  and  one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-feven  aih 
trees.  It  was  my  original  infen- 
tion  to  have  compofed  this  plan¬ 
tation  totally  of  chefnut;  but  not 
having  a  fufficient  number  of  that 
plant,  I  filled  up  the  remaining 
ground  with  afh. 

Concerning  the  latter  plant,  I 
fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any  men¬ 
tion,  becaufe  the  unusual  and  very 
extenfive  fcale  on  which  the  culture 
of  the  afh  has  been  adopted  by  Mr. 
.David  Day  of  Rochelle?,  fee  vol.  i. 
page  9,  who  has  fo  defervedly  been 
the  objedt  of  the  fociety’s  honours, 
muft  render  any  thing  I  may  fay  qn 
that  fubjedt  fuperlluous. 

The  culture  of  the  Spanifh  chef- 
nut-tree  has,  for  fome  years  pail, 
been  the  objedt  of  my  particular 
attention ;  and  though,  as  yet,  the 
time  has  been  too  fhort  to  allow  me 
to  fpeak  from  decided  experience, 
y#t  fuch  has  been  my  fuccefs  in 


cultivating  this  tree,  as  to  fatisfy 
me  of  its  general  utility. 

The  oak,  the  pride,  and  glory  of 
the  foref,  mull,  from  its  many  ex-., 
cellent  qualities,  ever  maintain  the 
pre-eminence  it  fo  juflly  merits: 
the  chefnut,  however,  can  boaf  of 
fome  qualities,  even  of  the  higher 
order,  hardly  inferior  to  the  oak ; 
and  in  the  more  fubordinate  line  of 
utility,  it  may  be  faid  even  to  fur- 
pafs  it ;  I  mean,  in  its  various  ufes 
for  underwood. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that, 
in  the  formation  of  underwoods,  fo 
little  attention  feems  to  have  been 
had  to  the  fort  of  tree  requifte  for 
fuch  purpofes :  inflead  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  chefnut  or  alh,  it  is  tfto  com¬ 
mon  to  fee  large  tradls  of  wood 
land  whofe  underwoods  confif  chief¬ 
ly  of  hazel,  hornbeam,  and  others 
of  little  ufe  but  for  fuel ;  whereas 
the  firf-mentioned  trees,  befides 
being  equally  ferviceable  for  that 
purpofe  with  the  latter,  are  greatly 
fqperior  to  them,  as  well  as  to  molk 
others  in  eflential  ufes  :  fo  that,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  refufe  of 
their  growths  might  be  configned 
to  the  fire,,  the  better  parts  might 
be  defined  to  thofe  purpofes  for 
which  they  are  more  particularly 
fuited;  and  by  fuch  management 
a  double  advantage  would  arife. 

Amidft  a  variety  of  fubordinate 
ufes  to  which,  from  my  own  ob~ 
fervation,  the  Spanifh  chefnut  feems 

adapted* 
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adapted,  are  thofe  of  poles  for  hops, 
and  flakes  for  various  purpofes  of 
huibandry.  I  have  formed  feveral 
plantations  of  this  tree,  with  the 
view  of  treating  it  as  underwood. 
The  tree  itfelf  poffeffes  a  peculiar 
faculty  of  branching,  provincially 
called  flubbing ,  from  the  roots  after 
being  cut  down,  and  this  in  a  much 
greater  degree  than  any  of  the  ufe- 
fui  foreft-trees ;  fo  ftrong  indeed  is 
its  propenfity  that  way,  that  it  is 
with  fome  difficulty  and  attention 
that  timber-trees  of  the  chefnut  are 
retrained  from  this  redundancy  of 
growth,  which  it  is  apprehended, 
by  preventing  part  of  the  nutrition 
from  amending  the  hem,  is  apt  to 
hinder  their  progrefs :  but  this  qua¬ 
lity,  however  inconvenient  it  may 
be  in  its  effeds  to  trees  intended 
for  the  purpofes  of  timber,  is  of 
eminent  advantage  to  thofe  defigned 
for  underwood ;  fince,  when  the 
tree,  after  Handing  two  or  perhaps 
three  years,  to  enable  it  to  form  a 
fufficient  root,  is  cut  down  to  a 
proper  diftance  from  the  ground,  it 
throws  up  in  the  following  fummer 
a  profufion  of  ftrait  fhcots,  which 
in  ,due  time  become  poles,  fuch  as 
for  ftrength  and  durability  exceed 
all  others  whatfoever,  even  thofe 
from  the  affi,  which  is  generally 
confidered  as  the  bed  tree  for- this 
purpofe. 

Chefnut  poles,  it  mud  be  con- 
feffed,  are  flower  in  growth  than 
thofe  from  theafn;  bur,  on  account 
of  their  greater  durability,  they  are 
more  profitable  to  the  pon’effor  ;  and 
I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that 
in  fome  parts  of  Kent,  where  this 


ufeful  tree  has  been  adapted  to  this 
purpofe,  its  fuperiority  to  the  afh  is 
uncontroverted. 

For  the  purpofes  of  flakes  for 
hedges,  or  other  ufes  of  that  nature, 
its  fuperiority  feems  equally  efta- 
biiflied.  I  fome  time  fince  formed 
a  hedge,  the  flakes  of  which  are 
wholly  from  chefnut-trees  of  my 
own  planting  :  they  are  of  fuch  a 
degree  of  hardnefs,  as  to  fatisfy  me, 
that  the  character  given  of  its  pie 
for  fuch  purpofes  is  by  no  means 
unfounded  *. 

The  plantations  of  this  tree 
which  I  have  formed,  excepting 
that  above  mentioned,  are  moftly 
cut  down  for  underwood  :  the  lux- 
uriancy  and  quantity  of  (hoots  from 
the  flubs  afford  me  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  will,  without  doubt,  an- 
fwer  my  highefl  expedition. 

I  tranfmit  to  you  herewith  the 
flem  of  a  Spanifh  chefnut- tree,  cut 
down,  this  day,  to  a  diftance  within 
two  inches  from  the  ground :  this 
tree  was  planted  by  me  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1789,  and  was,  when  planted, 
of  the  fize  of  the  other  tree  which 
alfo  accompanies  it.  By  this  fpe- 
cimpn  the  fociety  will  be  able  to 
judge  how  well  the  tree  agrees  with 
my  foil  I* 

As  it  has  been  with  fo  much 
earneftnefs  recommended  by  writers 
of  eminence,  as  well  as  by  the  truly 
excellent  and  laudable  fociety  to 
which  you.  Sir,  are  attached,  to  re¬ 
vive  the  loft  culture  cf  the  Spaniftt 
chefnut,  I  can  but  feel  an  ardent 
wifh,  from  a  convidtion  of  its  real 
u'e,  to  fecond  fuch  views,  by  doing- 
all  that  is  in  my  power  to  attrad  the 


*  Poles  of  this  tree  for  hops,  vines,  &c.  will  laft  longer  than  of  any  other,  and 
flakes  of  the  underwood  will  iaft  nearly  twice  as  long  as  thole  of  any  other  fort. 

Vide  Hunter’s  Evelyn’s  Silva,  2d  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  154., 
•(-  Thefe  fpecimens  are  preferved  in  the  fociety’s  repoiitory, 
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attention  of  perfons  of  more  expe¬ 
rience  and  penetration  than  rny felf 
to  the  culture  of  a  plant,  which  in 
this  part  of  the  country  might  al- 
mofl:  be  deemed  an  exotic. 

V.  - 4  :  * 


Qbfer<vations  on  the  Management  of 
Bees ;  in  a  Letter  from  Thomas 
Morris  to  the  Secretary.  From 
the  fame. 

AMONG  the  premiums  for 
1790,  clafs  108,  one  is  pro- 
pofed  for  the  mod:  fatisfadlory  ac¬ 
count  of  the  managing  and  pre¬ 
ferring  of  bees,  to  the  bell  advan¬ 
tage  for  colledting  honey. 

If  gentlemen  would  but  ornament 
their  gardens  with  fo  noble  a  piece 
of  furniture  as  an  apiary,  properly 
fituated  and  carefully  managed, 
they  might  be  furnifhed  with  the 
valuable  article  of  honey,  without 
adulteration,  and  alfo  wholefome 
mead,  little  inferior  to  foreign  wine. 

Give  me  leave,  gentlemen,  to 
lay  before  you  the  method  of  ma¬ 
naging  my  own  bees,  of  which 
many  ladies  and  gentlemen  have 
been  eye-witneiTes,  and  have  been 
ferved  by  me  with  as  good  honey 
as  any  in  England.  ■ 5 

In  April  17S9,  I  had  twenty-one 
flocks  or  bees,  all  in  good  condition, 
and  wanting  no  feeding:  the  fpring 
be ;ng  friendly,  they  began  to  fwarm 
in  the  mid  ile  of  May,  arid  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  latter  end  of  June; 
and  at  that  time  I  had  about  fifty 
fwarms,  notwithftandi ng  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  prevent  fuch  an  increafe, 
by  giaffing  them  ;  but  many  of  the 
flocks  fwarmed  before  the  gl  ifes  or 
final!  hives  were  full,  for  the  mo¬ 
thers  of  all  the  flocks  bred  a  prodi¬ 
gious  quantity  of  working  bees, 
which  was  the  reafon  of  their 

\  V  .  J  * 


fwarming  fo  many  times.  What  I 
call  a  mother,  moft  writers  on  bee^ 
call  a  queen;  but  I  am  clear  that 
fhe  is  the  mother  of  the  whole  em¬ 
pire  or  flock,  and  fuffers  none  of 
the  royal  feed  to  live,  except  what 
are  intended  to  go  forth  with  the 
young  fwarm,  and  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  drones,  which  are  the  males, 
and  fit  upon  the  eggs,  as  the  mother 
lays  them,  in  the  cells  prepared  for 
that  purpofe;  while  the  working 
bees  continue  their  labour  in  ga¬ 
thering  honey  and  wax.  I  have 
often  feen  the  drones  fit  in  a  formal 
manner  over  the  combs,  where  the 
brood  is  hatching,  while  the  other 
bees  were  very  bufy  at  work. 

What  I  mean  by  a  flock  of  bees, 
is  an  united  company,  confuting  of 
three  forts,  viz.  a  mother,  a  great 
number  of  working  bees,  and  fome 
drones:  and  they  are  congregated 
within  themfelves,  by  a  flridl  union, 
and  defend  their  hive  or  box  from 
any  moleflation;  for  the  working 
bees  would  inflantly  refent  an  injury, 
with  the  fury  of  their  flings. 

My  own  hives  are  made  in  the 
following  manner:  nine  inches  deep, 
and  fourteen  diameter,  containing 
each  about  five  Winchefler  gallons, 
with  a  flat  top  made  of  well-feafoned 
deal,  an  inch  thick,  four  holes  at  the 
top,  one  exactly  over  the  mouth  of 
the  hive,  the  other  three  in  a  right 
angle ;  viz.  take  an  inch  centre- 
bit  ;  make  three  holes  as  near  as 
poflible,  fo  that  you  have  but  a 
fmalt  partition  of  wood  between 
them;  let  them  be  made  fmooth 
and  neat;  then  take  a  circular  piece 
of  half-inch  board,  tack  it  over  thofe 
holes  which  are  made  in  the  hive, 
and  let  them  be  made  to  fit  fo  clofe 
that  no  moth  can  get  in  among  the 
young  bees  :  fo  that,  when  a  fwarm 
is  put  in  one  of  thefe  hives  in  May, 
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§r  the  beginning  of  June,  and  be¬ 
gins  to  fill  the  hive  with  combs, 
brood.  See.  which  yon  may  eafily 
perceive,  by  means  of  fmall  pieces 
of  glafs,  three  inches  fquare,  put  in 
the  back  of  the  hive,  to  obferve 
their  operations,  and  the  bees  have 
filled  their  hive,  and  appear  very 
bufy  at  the  mouth,  open  gently  the 
hole  on  the  top  next  the  mouth,  or  ra¬ 
ther  right  over  the  mouth,  and  place 
a  proper  glafs  over  the  hole,  with 
proper  flicks  placed  in  the  glafs 
ibr  the  bees  to  hang  their  work 
upon  ;  otherwife  they  would  be  a 
long  time  fi  ling  their  glafs,  which 
if  they  kindly  take  to,  they  will  fill 
in  twelve  or  fourteen  days. 

But  if  your  flock  flill  increafes, 
and,  perhaps,  lies  out  at  the  mouth 
of  the  hive,  you  mail  open  a  fecond 
hole  at  the  top,  and  then  a  third,  and 
fo  on  to  the  fourth,  if  the  bees  in- 
creafe,  and  continue  to  lie  cut  at 
the  mouth :  and  yet  for  all  tiffs, 
many  of  my  hives  have  fwarmed, 
and  left  their  glaifes,  &c.  half  full 
of  honey. 

Here  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 
that  nature  fleps  in  to  preferve  the 
bees,  when  all  other  efforts  are  in¬ 
effectual.  The  bees  have  1  warmed, 
fettled  on  a  bufh,  or  about  a  tree, 
where  there  is  no  hope  of  their  liv¬ 
ing  without  being  hived  ;  as  they 
have  left  a  good  home,  well  flored 
with  honey,  and  fettled  where  t.  ere 
is  none,  and  where  they  cannot 
make  any.  This  has  been  the  cafe 
lall  funrmer;  for  the  mothers  of  the 
bees,  through  the  kindline fs  of  the 
feafon,  have  bred  great  quantities, 
fo  that  we  had  a  great  many  poor 
Hocks  that  wanted  feeding  in  the 
months  cf  October  and  April. 

This  fummer  many  complain  of 
having  what  they  call  bad  luck  with 
their  bees,  and  fay  honey  will  be 


fcarce  ;  but,  thank  God,  out  of  fe- 
venty-fix  or  feventy-feven  hives,  I 
have  had  as  follows : 

Glaffes  and  fmall  hives  filled,  ft. 

thirty-one,  weighing  -  153 

Virgin  honey  -  -  -  160 

Stock,  or  common  honey  -  125 

43  s 

This  I  call  a  good  year,  though 
fome  have  been  better.  I  have  alfb 
fumifhed  many  gentlemen  and  la¬ 
dies  apiaries  with  bees,  and  have 
now  thirty-feven  good  flocks  for 
next  feafon,  befides  an  increafe  of 
fixteen  flocks,  and  the  honey  above 
mentioned.  My  bees  are,  for  the 
mod  part,  well  fituated  for  colleS- 
irg  honey,  and  alfo  for  fwarming, 
viz.  in  the  parifhes  of  ifleworth  and 
Twickenham,  in  Middlefex. 

I  never  intend  to  prevent  my 
bees  from  fwarming,  but  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  fwarm,  or  net  to  fwarm. 
Thoie  flocks,  the  mothers  cf  which 
do  not  breed  fo  fail  as  others,  of 
courfe  cannot  fwarm  fo  early  ; 
therefore  I  put  on  them  glaffes,  or 
fmall  hives :  if  the  flocks  10  glaffed 
keep  working  without  fwarming, 
you  moil  likely  will  get  fixteen  or 
feventeen  pounds  of  honey  in  a 
month’s  time,  and  fave  all  tqe  bees 
alive  ;  and  fuch  a  flock  will,  except 
bv  accident,  make  a  good  flock  next 
feafon. 

My  hives,  made  as  before  de- 
ferihea,  have  a  board  at  the  top, 
feventeen  inches  wide,  that  is  a  full 
inch  wider  than  the  outfide  of  the 
hive,  tnat  one  may  Hand  on  another; 
and  thus  you  may  make  complete 
colonies  of  bees  with  a  fmall  ex*' 
pence,  for  three  hives  make  a  com¬ 
plete  colony.  When  hives  are  made 
in  this  manner,  they  cofl  but  12/. 
but  in  octagon  boxes,  1 1.  10/. 

I  much 
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I  much  prefer  draw  hives,  well 
made,  to  wooden  ones,  becaufe  the 
joints  of  the  wood  often  give  way, 
by.  being  expofed  to  the  weather 
and  the  fweat  of  the  bees  ;  and  the 
moth-fly  (the  greated  enemy  they 
have)  gets  in  and  lays  her  eggs  in 
the  comb,  and  the  warmth  of  the 
bees  hatches  them,  to  their  own  de- 
itrudlion ;  therefore  ftraw  hives  are 
preferable,  as  well  as  cheaper  than 
wood. 

My  method  of  managing  draw 
hives  is  thus :  when  I  make  ufe  of 
an  old  draw  hive,  I  dip  it  into  a 
copper  of  boiling  water,  fo  that,  if 
there  fliould  be  any  moths  eggs, 
they  mud  be  dedroyed;  but  I  let 
the  hive  be  perfectly  dry,  before  I 
ufe  it. 

Hives  fhould  be  well  made,  and 
clofely  fewed  together;  but  many 
are  fold,  not  worth  udng. 

The  bed  dtuation  for  the  houfes 
is  a  little  to  the  wed  of  the  fouth; 
for  the  fun  fhining  into  the  mouth 
of  the  hive,  too  early  calls  the  bees 
abroad,  before  the  cold  dream  is 
exhaled  from  the  flowers,  and  the 
vernal  juice  turned  into  honey  :  but 
in  this  dtuation  the  fun  will  reach 
the  front  of  your  bee-houfe  about 
nine  o’clock.  I  would  have  the 
front  of  the  houfe  leaning  a  little 
inwards,  that  the  mouth  of  the  hive 
may  fit  clofc  to  the  mouth  made 
in  the  boards,  which  fhould  be  three 
Inches  long  in  dimmer,  and  one  in 
winter,  and  about  one  fourth  of  an 
Inch  high,  the  better  to  keep  out 
cold  and  the  b.evering  moth,  which 
you  may  often  fee,  at  the  latter  end 
of  Augud  (when  the  working  of 
the  bees  begins  to  decline),  hand¬ 
ing  at  the  mouth  of  the  hive,  ha¬ 
vering  their  wings,  a?  if  jud  flying 
in  among  the  bees :  they  there  lay 
their  eggs,  and  with  the  wind  of 


their  wings  fan  them  within  the 
hive ;  and  the  warmth  of  the  bees 
hatches  them,  to  their  own  ruin. 
In  October  every  dock  diculd  be 
well  examined,  and  all  tin  maggots 
bruflied  cut,  to  prevent  dange.  :  for 
the  grub  or  maggot  forms  a  chry~ 
falis,  with  a  covering  fo  drong, 
that  the  bees  cannot  dilplace  them; 
and  in  the  fpring  they  creep  out  of 
their  little  fepulchres,  and  fpin  a 
thin  web  before  them,  as  they 
march  up  into  the  hive  among  the 
combs ;  and  the  bees  endeavouring 
to  didodge  them,  are  entangled  in 
the  web,  and  there  die  :  and  thus, 
for  want  of  a  little  trouble,  many 
docks  are  dedroyed. 

To  cleanfe  the  hive  of  thefe  mag¬ 
gots,  it  mud  be  turned  up,  and  the 
dud  and  vermin  picked  out,  and 
then  gently  fet  down  in  its  place. 
If  your  bees  are  well,  and  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  dand  the  winter,  and  have 
a  mother  with  them,  they  will 
ding,  otherwife  not  unlefs  you  hurt 
them :  however,  a  yard  and  a  half 
of  Scotch  gauze,  fevved  round  the 
brim  of  your  hat,  and  then  tied 
round  the  waid,  having  holes  fo,r 
your  arms,  will  completely  fecure 
your  face. 

The  hive  fhould  be  alfo  bruflied 
on  the  outfide  very  clean,  and  waffl¬ 
ed  all  over  with  a  fponge  dipped 
in  brine  made  with  clean  fait;  a 
fmall  quantity  of  lime  and  hair, 
made  fine,  fliould  be  put  round  the 
bottom,  and  the  hives  be  covered 
with  hay  or  hay  bands ;  for  draw 
may  contain  fome  corn  which  may 
attract  the  mice,  who  may  gnaw  the 
hives. 

I  have  mentioned  how  the  front 
of  the  houfe  fhould  be  formed,  by 
fetting  the  front  board,  which  the 
mouth  of  the  hive  dands  againft,  on 
the  in  fide ;  but  let  the  roof  he 
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fnade  fo  ar  to  keep  the  entrance 
dry,  for  a  foot,  before  the  mouth  : 
the  back  -fhutter,  folding  doors,  and 
ends  of  the  roof,  fhould  be  made 
very  clofe,  to  prevent  any  vermin 
entering  the  houfe:  the  firft  floor,  o" 
bottom  of  the  houfe,  fhould  be  about 
two  feet  and  a  half  from  the  ground, 
in  fuch  places  as  gardens  or  or¬ 
chards ;  but,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
or  where  the  bees  have  no  cb- 
ftrudion  from  hedges,  &c.  it  may 
be  but  eighteen  inches*  As  bee- 
houfes  cannot  be  very  expenfive, 
I  would  have  a  houfe  made  but  for 
four  hives,  the  fecond  floor  two 
feet  from  the  bottom,  and  the  roof 
Uvo  feet  from  the  fecond  floor  ;  but 
the  fecond  floor  may  be  made  move- 
able,  in  cafe  you  with  to  form  your 
bees  into  a  colony,  and  then  you  will 
want  the  whole  depth  of  your  houfe. 

I  coniine  them  to  four  flocks  in 
a  houle,  becaufe  I  find,  when  they 
are  too  clofe,  they  are  apt  to  rob 
one  another ;  but  when  there  are 
but  four  flocks  in  a  houfe,  I  have 
obferved  one  turn  out  to  the  right, 
and  the  other  to  the  left. 

If  more  than  one  houfe  be  re¬ 
quired,  they  fhould  be  placed  ten  or 
twelve  yards  diflant,  which  may  be 
done  by  driving  a  ftrong  flump  into 
the  ground,  and  placing  on  it  a 
piece  of  elm  or  oak  plank,  two  or 
three  inches  thick.  The  hives  mull 
never  be  covered  with  rags,  for 
they  are  apt  to  breed  moths  :  the 
upper  and  lower  floors  fhould  be 
two  or  three  inches  thick. 

I  come  now  to  my  method  of 
feeding  them,  which,  I  think,  is 
new.  Sink  a  cavity  in  the  middle 
of  the  floor,  about  fix  inches  dia¬ 
meter,  like  a  trencher,  deep  enough 
,to  hold  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  honey, 
and  no  more  :  if  the  cavity  be,  too 
deep,  the  bees  may  be  fuflocated. 


A  channel  mufl  be  made  from  the 
outfide  of  the  floor,  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  cavity ;  and  a  piece 
of  wood  to  fit  clofe  into  it,  to  keep 
oat  the  vermin. 

If  your  bees  do  not  weigh  flxteen 
or  feventeen  pounds,  exclufive  of 
the  hive,  they  mufl  be  fed  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  Oflober,  March,  and  April, 
and  Come  times  in  May;  they  mufl 
not  be  fed  in  cold  weather,  for  that 
calls  them  from  fleep,  and  they  thes 
never  return  to  the  hive  again  :  nor 
mufl  they  be  fed  in  the  funfhine  % 
for  when  the  honey  imells  ftrong,  it 
fets  them  quarrelling  and  fretting* 
and  the  ftrong  injure  the  weak. 
The  bell  time  is  evening,  when  I 
take  the  piece  of  wood  out  of  the 
channel,  and  gently  pour  a  quarter 
of  a  pint  of  honey  into  the  cavity  ; 
if  the  honey  will  not  run  freely,  I 
boil  up  four  or  five  pounds  with  a 
quart  of  ftrong  fweet-wort,  which 
brings  it  to  a  proper  liquid.  This 
food  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  the 
mothers,  and  make  them  lay  eggs 
in  abundance  in  the  fpring. 

If  a  flock  has  been  glafled  two 
fummers,  it  fhould  not  be  worked 
a  third ;  but  if  it  increafe,  take  a 
new  hive,  or  a  clean  old  one,  and 
take  off  all  the  covers  from  the  top 
of  the  hive  :  let  it  be  ftuck  the  fame 
as  if  you  was  to  have  a  new  fwarrn  ; 
place  it  on  one  of  the  floors;  and 
having  opened  the  hole  on  the  top 
neareft  the  back,  place  a  piece  of 
lath  diagonally  from  that  hole  to 
the  fide  of  the  mouth  ;  let  it  be 
made  faft  with  pegs,  not  nails,  left 
the  honey  be  flained  ;  then  place 
the  old  hive  upon  the  new  one,  and 
flop  the  old  mouth  dole;  and  the 
bees  will  then  gradually  work  down  . 
the  new  hive  :  that  will  give  theiq 
fuScient  room  for  the  fummer. 
And  next  fpring,  take  another  clean 

hive. 
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Mve,  and  place  the  two  upon  it,  in 
the  fame  rnanner  as  before :  this 
will  ferve  for  the  next  year,.  Now 
having  had  no  honey  for  two  years, 
the  upper  hive  will  molt  likely  be 
full,  and  may  be  taken  away  as 
follows : 

With  a  Itrong  chifel  feparate  the 
top  hive  from  the  other  two ;  and 
in  a  fine  day  take  it  away,  twenty 
or  thirty  yards,  and  place  it  on  the 
ground  bottom  upwards;  and  fecure 
the  holes  cm  the  top  of  the  fecond 
hive. 

The  bees  no  doubt  will  rage; 
hut  you  mult  fecure  yourfelf  with 
gauze,  as  before  directed,  and  wear 
black  ftockings,  for  that  colour  is 
Jealt  obferved.  Place  a  table  even 
•with  the  mouth  of  the  lowelt  hive, 
and  fpread  a  cloth  over  it,  near  the 
mouth,  and  by  this  time  the  greater 
part  of  the  bees  that  were  out  will 
have  come  home  :  the  middle  hive 
being  the  breeding-place,  it  is  molt 
likely  the  mother  is  in  that ;  but  if 
fhe  was  in  the  top,  fhe  may  yet  be 
fafe.  Place  a  clean  hive,  of  the 
fame  diameter  as  that  you  have  ta¬ 
ken  away,  upon  it ;  then  tie  a  cloth 
over  both  (glades  and  all,  if  there 
be  any)  fo  tight,  that  the  bees  with¬ 
in  may  be  in  darknefs :  let  them 
remain  thus  half  an  hour;  then, 
with  a  Hick,  rap  the  bottom  hive, 
but  not  fo  hard  as  to  injure  the 
combs;  continue  rapping  half  an 
Jiour;  then  untie  the  cloth,  and 
take  away  the  upper  hive,  into 
which  the  noife  has  driven  the  bees, 
and  place  it  on  the  table  and  cloth 
from  whence  you  took  them,  and 
lhake  them  out  on  the  cloth,  and 
they  will  run  into  the  mouth  of  their 
proper  hive.  If  neceftary,  repeat 
this  operation,  and  all  the  bees  will 
be  faved :  this  faves  the  trouble  and 
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lofs  of  fmothering  them  with  ful- 
phur,  as  was  the  cuftom;  and  the 
bees,  in  one  day,  will  forget  the 
injury,  and  work  as  ufual.  But  in 
cafe  but  little  honey  is  left  in  their 
two  hives,  they  muft  be  fed ;  thus, 
in  two  hotirs,  your  honey  may  be 
taken,  and  the  bees  preferved  :  the 
honey  you  have  obtained  in  this 
way  may  be  dark,  but  will  make 
excellent  mead;  but  better  and 
brighter  will  be  produced  by  thofe 
which  work  in  glades. 

Hives  will  not  be  beneficial  in 
barren  countries ;  but  fhould  be  near 
gardens,  Ihrubberies,  orchards  of 
cherries,  or  farms  where  clover, 
beans,  faintfoin,  or  French  wheat, 
grow.  Lime-trees,  or  green-houfe 
plants,  fet  out  in  the  fpring,  orange 
or  lemon-trees,  are  ufeful,  and  pro¬ 
duce  excellent  honey  :  where  there 
is  room,  it  is  worth  while  to  plant 
goofeberries,  currants,  fweet  marjo¬ 
ram,  peppermint,  or  the  like. 

Though  I  am  not  for  preventing 
bees  from  fwarming  whenever  they 
are  inclined,  yet  I  acknowledge  that 
it  is  fometimes  neceflary  to  deftroy 
fome  flocks. 

If  they  have  lod:  their  mother, 
and  neither  fwarm  nor  work  much, 
they  fhould  not  be  kept. 

The  moth,  or  other  accident,  will 
fometimes  fpoil  them,  and  then  they 
fhould  be  deftroyed. 

My  neighbours  fay,  that,  when  I 
die,  the  bees  will  lofe  the  mod: 
compaffionate  mafter  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  Indeed  I,  however,  have  de¬ 
ftroyed  none  but  fromgieceffity,  and 
have  been  for  near  twenty-four 
years  remarkably  fuccefsful. 

I  have  now  forty  flocks  in  good 
condition,  though  the  lofs  of  mo¬ 
thers,  or  fome  unforefeen  accident, 
may  happen  to  fome  before  fummer. 

The 
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The  lofs  of  a  mother  may  be 
known,  by  the  bees  ceaftng  to  work, 
and  mourning  inceftantly:  they 
will  fometimes  in  that  cafe  leave 
their  hive,  and  try  to  force  them- 
felves  into  one  that  is  near. 

This  circumftance  fhould  be  no¬ 
ticed  ;  for  the  old  hive  may  be  well 
ftored,  and  when  they  have  left  it 
as  a  reliaence,  they  will  yet  return 
with  their  companions,  and  carry 
away  the  honey :  fome,  for  want  of 
obferving  this,  have  wondered  how 
a  heavy  hive,  that  has  been  left,  has 
become  light. 

But  though  the  mother  be  loft,  if 
there  be  eggs,  they  will  fometimes 
flay  and  hatch  them ;  and  if  any 
royal  feed  be  among  the  eggs,  they 
may  furvive,  and  become  a  good 
ftock ;  but  this  is  not  often  the 
cafe. 

About  a  month  ago  I  was  defired 
to  look  at  five  ftocks  at  Richmond, 
in  order  to  ptirchafe  them :  one  of 
the  heavieft  was  without  a  mother. 
I  purchafed  that,  and  one  more, 
where  the  mother  was  loft  :  I  found 
twelve  pounds  of  honey,  but  no 
eggs,  and  therefore  the  bees  would 
not  have  ftaid  long  :  the  other  three 
were  old,  and  the  honey  black,  and 
therefore  of  no  ufe  but  to  Hand  and 
fwarm  another  year. 

If  bees  continue  in  one  hive  for 
four  or  five  years,  they  always  de¬ 
generate,  and  become  both  fewer 
and .  weaker :  the  reafon  is,  the 
combs  for  breeding  are  generally 
made  on  purpofe,  and  larger  than 
the  reft  ;  every  time  a  bee  is  hatch¬ 
ed  in  one,  a  /kin  or  coat  is  left  be¬ 
hind,  which  reduces  the  fize;  and 
in  time  it  becomes  too  fmall  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  bee  of  its  proper  dimenfions, 
and  occafions  a  neceflity  for  their 
having  frequently  new  habitations, 
which  they  will  always  accept,  if 


you  provide  them  a  good  fituationt 
and  clean  hives. 

My  lituation  is  a  good  one,  by 
accident,  or  otherwife ;  for  I  could, 
not  have  afforded  to  have  made  it 
fo  by  planting. 

In  the  pari/h  of  Ifleworth,  twen¬ 
ty-four  years  ago,  there  were  not 
ten  ftocks  of  bees ;  and  now,  through 
the  approbation  of  my  manage¬ 
ment,  there  are  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred. 

I  hope  what  has  been  thus  /imply 
ftated  may  be  worthy  your  atten¬ 
tion,  and  that  I  may  be  admitted  a 
claimant. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  your  moft  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 
Thomas  Morris, 


Account  of  the  Procefs  of  converting 
the  Smoke  arifing  from  Steam  En¬ 
gines,  & c.  into  Tar ;  by  Mr .  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  of  Pendeford ,  near  Wol¬ 
verhampton,  in  a  Letter  addrrjfed 
to  the  Secretary.  From  the  fame . 


SIR, 

HAVING  had  occafion  to  /pend 
a  good  deal  of  time  upon  bu- 
finefs  in  the  coal  and  iron  works 
of  this  country  ;  my  fituation  amidft 
the  fmoke  of  thofe  great  works  put 
me  upon  the  idea  hinted  at  in  the 
153d  premium  of  the  eighth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Society’s  Tranfa&ions  ; 
namely,  that  of  deftroying  fmoke, 
in  order  to  prevent  annoyance  to 
the  neighbourhood. 

That  the  object  is  not  only  at¬ 
tainable,  will  be  demonftrated  in  the 
following  narrative;  but  alfo  that 
valuable  articles  of  commerce  may 
be  produced  in  large  quantities, 
whenever  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
works  /hall  adopt  the  mode  of  con- 

ftru&ins 
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ftru&ing  their  buildings  proper  for 
fuch  produ&ion. 

The  articles  of  commerce  I  al¬ 
lude  to,  are  mineral  tar,  pitch,  and 
varnilh :  there  are  already  three 
confide rable  works  eredted  on  the 
banks  of  the  canal  in  this  county, 
for  the  purpofe  of  converting  the 
fmoke  of  pit-coal  into  the  above  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  the  one  at  Mr.  Wilkinfon’s 
great  works  at  Bradley,  another  at 
Tipton,  and  a  third  at  the  level  col¬ 
liery  and  iron  woiks  upon  Dudley 
Wool :  they  were  eredied  by  Lord 
.Dundonald  and  Co.  and  the  bufmefs 
is  carried  on  with  fuccefs. 

Thcfe  tar-works  are  erecied  in 
the  vicinity  of  large  iron  and  coal 
works  :  the  iron  mailers  furnifh  the 
,  tar- works  with  raw  coal,  gratis, 
and  receive  in  return  the  cokes  pro¬ 
duced  by  fuch  coal ;  and  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  of  the  tar-works  have  the 
fmoke  only  for  their  labour,  and  in- 
reft  of  capital. 

'  The  procefs  is  conducted  in  the 
following  manner  :  a  range  of 
eighteen  or.twenty  doves  is  eredted, 
and  fupplied  with  coal  kept  bum- 
inn;  at  the  bottom ;  the  fmoke  is 
conducted,  by  proper  horizontal 
tunnels,  into  a  capacious  and  clofe 
funnel,  of  one  hundred  yards  or 
more  in  length;  this  funnel  is  built 
with  brick,  fepported  by  brick 
arches,  and  covered  on  the  top  by  a 
fhallow  pond  of  water,  which  pond 
is  fupplied  with  water,  when  want¬ 
ed,  by  a  deam -engine  belonging  to 
the  coal  or  iron  works ;  the  chill  of 
the  water  gradually  condensing  the 
fmoke,  it  falls  upon  the  floor  of  the 
funnel  in  the  form  of  tar,  and  is 
conveyed  by  proper  pipes  into  a 
receiver,  from  whence  it  is  pumped 
into  a  large  boiler,  and  boiled  to  a 
proper  confidence,  or  otherwife 
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infpiflated  into  pitch:  when  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  the  cafe,  the  volatile  particles 
which  arile  during  the  infpiflation 
are  again  condenfed  into  an  oil  ufed 
for  varnilh. 

In  this  procefs  the  fmoke  is  de¬ 
composed  and  dedroyed,  nothing 
ariflng  from  the  work  but  a  white 
vapour  from  lome  fmall  funnels 
(kept  open  to  give  draught  to  the 
fires),  and  a  fmall  evaporation  of 
water  from  the  pond,  occafloned  by 
the  warmth  of  the  imoke  within  the 
funnel. 

The  procefs  requires  but  little 
attendance,  the  principal  labour  be¬ 
ing  that  of  fupplying  the  fuel.  In 
any  one  of  the  tar-works  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  ufed  is  about  twenty 
tons  per  day  ;  three  labourers,  with' 
a  foreman,  are  fufiicient  for  the 
whole  bufinefs:  the  quantity  of  tar 
produced  ‘  will  be  about  twenty- 
eight  barrels,  of  two  hundred  weight 
and  an  half,  in  fix  days,  worth  ten 
fail  lings  per  hundred,  or  twenty-one 
barrels  of  pitch,  of  the  fame  weight, 
worth  fifteen  (hillings  per  hundred; 
though  I  was  affured,  upon  the  fpot, 
by  a  very  intelligent  perfon,  that 
lome  coal  is  of  fo  bituminous  a 
quality,  as  to  give  one  eighth  its 
weight  of  tar :  but  the  quantity 
above  dated  is  about  the  average 
produce. 

In  order  to  bring  the  above  prac¬ 
tice  within  the  fociety’s  intentions, 
an  alteration  in  the  ere&ion  of 
deam-engines,  furnaces,  &c*  mud 
take  place ;  the  alteration  will  be 
no  more  than  that  of  erefting  them 
below  ground,  indead  of  above : 
and  when  railing  water  is  the  main 
object,  an  adoption  of  the  forcing  or 
lifting  pump  indead  of  the  fucking 
pump,  or  the  fucking  pump  mav  be 
dill  employed,  wherever  the  fall  of 
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'ground  gives  an  opportunity  of  let¬ 
ting  off  the  water  raifed,  by  an 
aqueduft ;  in  which  cafe.,  the  lift 
being  Ihortened,  and  lefs  power  ne- 
ceffary,  ample  amends  will  be  there¬ 
by  made  for  the  expence  of  fuch 
aqueduft. 

'  Such  kind  of  buildings,  from  a 
low  fituatlon,  within  the  earth's 
furface,  will  certainly  acquire  ad¬ 
ditional  liability  :  and  to  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  trilling  ex- 
pence  of  removing  (oil  to  only  frnall 
diftances,  the  additional  charge  will 
appear  trifling,  iqd  will  be  more 
than  recompenfeci  $fy  fuch  acquired 
liability.  In  fome  local  fitaations, 
in  hilly  countries,  the  fmoking  works 
being  erected  at  die  foot,  and  the 
tar-funnel  higher  up  the  hill,  a  com¬ 
munication  may  be  effe&ed  without 
fuch  alteration.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
right  for  the  fociety  to  offer  a  pre¬ 
mium  to  the  firft  perfon  who  fhall 
eredl  a  lieam-engine,  or  other  fimi- 
lar  work,  upon  this  plan. 

To  prove  the  above  idea  is  not 
ill- f  unded,  1  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  about  three  weeks  ago,  I  par¬ 
ticularly  examined  the  tar -work  on 
Dudley  Wood  ;  and  found  the  fore¬ 
man,  of  the  work  intelligent  and. 
communicative  ;  and  walking  with 
him  on  the  top  off  the  tar-funnel, 
obferved  a  prodigious  finoke  arife 
from  a  fleam-engine,  about  thirty 
yards  diftant,  frefh  fuel  having  juft 
been  added.  When  I  put  this  quef- 
tion.  Would  that  fmoke  make  tar,  if 
it  puffed  into  your  funnel  ?  he  an- 
fwered,  Moft  certainly.  Would  your 
confining  it  there  prevent  the  fire 
burning  below,  fufficient  to  do  its 
office  of  working  the  fleam-engines  ? 
anfwer,  Certainly  not;  as  our  fmall 
tunnels  allow  fufficient  draught  to 
keep  the  fire  burning,  which  draught 


we  can  increafe  or  diminifn  at  plea- 
fure. 

I  find  by  reports  from  other 
quarters,  that  fuccefsful  attempts 
have  been  made  to  make  cokes  of 
the  coal  employeidn  working  fleam- 
engines  :  the  additional  improve¬ 
ment  of  making  tar  from  the  fmoke, 
would  not  only  prevent  annoyance 
to  the  neighbourhood,  but  alfo  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  bell  advantage  every 
particle  of  that  valuable  and  com¬ 
fortable  article, ,  coal;  prodigious 
quantities  of  which  are  at  prefent 
wafted  by  being  burned  in  one  place 
for  heat  only,  in  another  for  cokes 
only  ;  when,  by  due  attention,  both 
purpofes  may  in  many  cafes  be  ef¬ 
fected  at  the  fame  time. 

I  was  informed  upon  the  fpot, 
from  undoubted  authority,  that  the 
confumption  of  coal  in  Mr.  Wilkin- 
fon’s  great  works,  at  Bradley,  is 
one  hundred  tons  per  day :  about 
one-fifth  of  the  fmoke  is  actually- 
employed  in  making  of  tar;  and 
the  remainder,  or  the  fmoke  of 
eighty  tons  per  day,  flies  away. 
This,  if  colie&ed,  would  yield  up¬ 
wards  of  eighteen  barrels  of  tar,  of 
two  hundred  and  a  half  each  :  and 
if  the  fmoke  of  the  great  works  of 
the  kingdom  was  in  general  col¬ 
lected  for  the  fame  ufe,  what  a  pro¬ 
digious  addition  would  it  be,  to  the 
production  of  a  commercial  and  ne- 
ceflary  article,  which  always  finds  a 
ready  market,  and  will  in  many  in- 
ftances  fupply  the  place  of  the  ve¬ 
getable  tar,  at  prefent  imported 
from  abroad  1 

That  fome  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  confumption  of  cGal  in  fleam- 
engines  for  railing  water,  I  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following,  of 
which  I  had  certain  information, 
upon  the  fpot;  namely,  that  fome. 
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4uch  engines  individually  confume 
one  hundred  tons  per  week  of  coal ; 
that  others,  though  powerful,  with 
the  improvements  of  Meffrs.  Boul¬ 
ton  and  Watt,  are  kept  on  with 
about  twenty-five  tons  per  week; 
and  that  the  weekly  confumption 
varies  between  thofe  two  quantities, 
viz.  from  twenty-five  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  tons. 


Obfervations  on  the  curing  of  Coffee, 
and  of  fending  it  from  the  Weft 
India  Iflands  in  a  new  Mode ;  by 
Mr.  Ifaac  Titford,  of  Spanilh 
Town,  Jamaica.  From  the  fame. 

COFFEE  being  an  article  lately 
much  increased  in  demand  in 
Europe  and  America,  and  in  confe- 
quence  commanding  a  high  price, 
which  has  induced  many  planters 
lately  to  cultivate  it ;  I  beg  leave 
to  fubmit  to  the  fociety  a  plan  for 
fending  it  home  in  a  better  and 
more  improved  ftate  than  now  done. 
The  mode  now  ufed  in  general,  by 
the  planter,  when  the  coffee  is  ripe 
on  the  trees,  is  as  follows  : 

They  bring  the  coffee  to  a  ma¬ 
chine  called  a  peeling-mill,  where  it 
is  diverted  of  its  outfide  fkin  and 
pulp  ;  after  which,  it  is  put  in  heaps, 
and  undergoes  a  flight  fermenta¬ 
tion  ;  then  fpread  out,  and  dried  on 
platforms  or  terraces,  until  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  cured,  when  it  is  ftored  until 
all  the  crop  is  got  in. 

The  berries  ripening  fo  faft,  it 
requires  every  exertion  of  the 
planters  ftrength  to  get  in  the 
fruit  in  due  time. 

When  the  crop  is  over,  they  be¬ 
gin  to  prepare  it  for  market,  by 
again  putting  it  in  the  fun,  and 
carrying  it  to  the  peeling  and  win¬ 


nowing  nulls,  where  it  is  totally  di¬ 
verted  of  its  coats  and  impurities, 
and  the  broken  and  bad  coffee  pick¬ 
ed  out,  &c.  after  which  it  is  fit  for 
market. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  only  the 
moft  confiderable  coffee  -  planters 
have  the  above  mills :  the  fmall 
and  needy  planters  beat  out  their 
coffee  in  large  wooden  mortars,  or 
troughs,  by  which  a  wafte  is  made 
by  breaking  the  berry. 

When  any  coffee  is  kept  for  pri¬ 
vate  ufe,  or  ifland  confumption,  it 
does  not  undergo  the  above  pro- 
ceffes;  but  th>.  ripe  fruit,  as  it  is 
picked  from  the  trees,  is  fpread  out 
in  the  fun,  and  Amply  well  dried, 
and  beat  out  as  it  is  wanted  for  ufe 
or  fale. 

Coffee  is  well  known  to  improve, 
when  fo  preferved,  by  drying  it  in 
the  berry ;  but  to  daily  impair  and 
fall  oft',  when  it  is  diverted  of  its 
coverings,  as  it  is  now  fent  to  mar¬ 
ket;  for  which  reafon  the  planter 
does  not  beat  out  his  coffee,  till 
ready  to  fend  it. 

Upon  the  above  faCts,  I  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  point  out  the  advantages 
that  will  be  ‘derived  by  coffee  being 
fent  home  in  the  whole  berry,  well 
dried,  and  alfo  the  objections  and 
difficulties  that  will  attend  fuch 
mode. 

One  advantage  will  be,  the  caufing 
lefs  trouble,  and  requiring  lefs  ne¬ 
gro-labour,  at  a  time  of  the  year 
when  the  planter  is  the  moft  em¬ 
ployed.  And  this  is  an  objeCt  to  the 
planter,  by  fav-ing  the  hire  of  ne¬ 
groes,  which  is  very  high  during 
crop ;  and  fometimes  they  cannot  be 
procured,  in  which  cafe  the  coffee 
drops  off  the  trees,  and  is  loft. 

The  next  is,  the  prevention  of  the 
coffee  imbibing  the  ill  flavour  ^  of 
fugar,  rum,  pimento,  & c.  which 
3  may 
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may  be  (hipped  with  it,  and  which, 
I  underdand,  is  the  principal  ob¬ 
jection  to  this  country  coffee  being 
ufed  in  England. 

It  is  prefumed  the  natural  co¬ 
verings  will  effe&ually  prevent  any 
bad  impregnations*  in  its  paffage. 
The  increafe  of  freight  will  be  of 
fome  importance,  particularly  if 
coffee  is  cultivated  as  it  has  been 
lately:  but  the  tranllation  of  labour 
and  trouble  from  the  planter,  by 
tedious  negro-labour,  to  the  fupe- 
rior  mechanifm  of  Great  Britain; 
and  above  all,  the  improved  condi¬ 
tion,  and  fuperior  quality,  in  which 
it  is  conceived  the  coffee  will  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  foreign  port ;  will  make 
ample  compenfation  for  fuch  addi¬ 
tional  charge. 

Alfo  the  dill  farther  improve¬ 
ment,  until  the  time  it  is  wanted  for 
fale  or  ufe.  If  wranted  for  the  fo¬ 
reign  market;  in  England,  mills 
could  be  eafily  condruCted,  fo  as  to 
do  many  thoufand  weight  a  day ; 
whereat?  the  expences  of  mills  and 
other  machines  in  this  country  are 
a  very  heavy  contingency  to  the 
planter.  For  home  confumption,  a 
retailer  might  purchafe  a  final! 
quantity,  and  beat  it  out  as  he 
Wants  it,  as  he  certainly  would 
keep  it  in  the  date  it  was  improv¬ 
ing  in ;  by  which  the  confumer 
would  get  codee  of  the  fined  qua¬ 
lity,  I  diould  hope  equal  to  the 
Mocha,  at  a  very  moderate  price. 

The  fale  of  coffee  in  the  berry, 
in  point  of  produCl  and  quality,  can 
be  eafily  afcertained,  by  beating  out 
a  certain  quantity,  and  finding  the 
quantity  of  good  clean  coffee. 

The  objections  the  planters  will 
bave  to  the  above  mode  is,  fird,  the 
requiring  a  very  great  care  and  at¬ 
tention  to  the  coffee  when  drying, 
fls  well  as  incurring  fome  expence 
V9h  XXXIH, 


by  erefting  terraces  and  fheds  to 
keep  it  from  getting  wet  in  curing 
it.  Yet  it  is  hoped  they  would 
confider  the  quicknefs  of  its  getting 
to  market,  which  the  faving  of  the 
time  in  pulping,  peeling,  picking  it 
clean,  &c.  .will  amply  compenfate; 
and  the  faving  the  expence  of  erect¬ 
ing  mills  would  be  more  than  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  extra  terraces,  &c. 

Extra  carriage,  package,  and 
freight,  are  inconveniences  and  ob¬ 
jections  only  to  be  done  away  by  its 
fetching  a  better  price  when  at  mar¬ 
ket  :  the  fird  is  of  more  confequence 
than  probably  may  be  imagined  in 
England,  by  reaion  of  bad  moun¬ 
tainous  roads,  where  the  crops  can 
be  only  brought  to  market  by  ne¬ 
groes  or  mules. 

The  novelty  of  its  date  for  mar¬ 
ket  and  fale,  is,  I  prefume,  an  ob¬ 
jection  only  to  be  remedied,  by  firfl 
encouraging  the  dripping  it  for 
England,  that  the  merchants  and 
dealers  may  have  opportunities  to 
afcertain  its  value,  and  render  it 
commercial. 

It  is  for  the  fociety  to  judge 
whether  the  propofed  mode  is  wor¬ 
thy  their  patronage  and  attention, 
after  comparing  the  famples  fent 
herewith  :  nothing  but  an  advan¬ 
tage  either  in  labour  or  price  will 
induce  a  planter  to  alter  a  mode 
long  edabliffed. 

rl  his  country,  I  am  well  affured, 
is  capable  of  producing  coffee  equal 
in  quality  to  any  of  tlie  Wed-India 
Idands ;  and  I  hope  the  fociety 
will  find  the  propofed  improvement 
deferving  their  attention. 

.  I  conceive  it  to  be  poffible  to 
kiln-dry  the  coffee  in  the  berry, 
without  injuring  the  quality:  this, 
ir  found  to  lucceed,  will  do  away 
one  of  the  principal  objections  the 
planter  will  have  to  this  method. 
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particularly  thofe  who  live  in  the 
Wet  parifhes,  where  the  frequency 
of  the  rain  would  make  the  drying 
it  on  terraces  very  difficult. 

From  the  fmall  quantity  of  land 
tequired,  the  trifling  expence  of 
planting  it,  and  not  requiring  many 
labourers,  except  in  crop,  and  thofe 
not  of  the  ableft  kind,  it  is  become 
a  great  object  in  this  ifland,  and 
principally  with  the  fmall  fettlers  of 
little  ftrength  and  capital  to  begin 
with.  I  am  well  informed  a  plan¬ 
tation  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  in  coffee,  made  this  year 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thouland 
Weight,  which  fold  at  Kingflon  for 
five  guineas  per  hundred  weight, 
currency;  a  fum  equal  to  four  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  pounds  flerling. 


Defcription  of  Four  Cafet  of  Gutta 
j Serena ,  cured  by  Electricity.  By 
James  Ware,  Surgeon.  From  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  vol.  iii. 

Case  1. 

AL  A  D  Y,  fixty-three  years  of 
age,  who  had  loft  the  fight  of 
the  left  eye  twenty  years,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  violent  ophthalmy,  was 
fuddenly  attacked,  in  April  1780, 
with  an  appearance  like  black  lace 
hanging  before  the  right  eye,  and 
confufing  every  objeCt  at  which  (he 
looked.  It  had  continued  ten  days 
before  I  faw  her.  Each  day  the 
blacknefs  became  deeper  and  more 
extensive ;  and,  at  that  time,  every 
objeCt  prefented  before  the  eye  was 
altogether  invifible.  On  examining 
the  eye,  I  found  that  the  pupil  pre- 
ferved  its  natural  fize  and  colour ; 
and  that  the  power  of  the  iris  to 
dilate  and  contract  this  aperture. 


according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  de-* 
grCe  of  light  to  which  the  eye 
was  expofed,  was  not  yet  wholly 
loft,  The  lady  had  long  enjoyed  a 
good  ftate  of  health,  and,  the  dis¬ 
order  in  her  fight  excepted,  was  at 
the  time  of  confuldng  me  perfectly 
well.  I  immediately  applied  the 
eleCtric  air  by  means  of  a  pointed 
conductor,  and  continued  the  appli¬ 
cation  about  ten  minutes.  It  was 
repeated  the  next  day  ;  and  on  the 
third,  immediately  after  being  elec¬ 
trified,  fhe  had  a  ftronger  percep¬ 
tion  of  the  light.  The  fame  ap¬ 
plication  was  repeated  every  day 
for  a  fortnight,  when  file  diftin- 
guifhed  all  large  objeCts  before  her. 
I  now  placed  her  on  the  glafs- 
footed  ftool,  and  took  fmall  eleCtric 
fparks  from  the  eye-lids  and  integu¬ 
ments  furrounding  the  eye.  This 
experiment,  however,  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  pain  in  the  head,  which 
rendered  her  fight  more  confufed. 
For  the  prefent,  the  ufe  of  electri¬ 
city  was  therefore  wholly  omitted. 
Three  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
right  temple,  and  afterwards  a  blifter 
of  the  fize  of  half- a>  crown  to  the 
fame  part.  By  thefe  means  the 
pain  in  a  few  days  was  removed. 
The  eleCtric  air  was  then  again  ap¬ 
plied,  but  without  fparks.  It  was 
continued  about  ten  days  longer; 
at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  re¬ 
covered  the  perfeCt  ufe  of  the  right 
eye :  and  this  fhe  preferved  till  the 
time  of  her  death,  which  did  not 
happen  till  feveral  years  after. 

Case  II. 

Mrs.  R.  when  about  thirty  year; 
old,  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  < 
violent  head-ach,  accompanied  with 
ficknefs,  which  continued  with  littl< 
intermiflion  or  abatement  for  th 
fpace  of  three  days.  After  undergoing 
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tills  long  paroxyfm  of  fevere  pain,  and 
probably  very  much  owing  to  the 
fame  caufe,  the  fight  of  the  left  eye 
became  impaired  in  fo  confiderable 
a  degree,  as  to  be  incapable  of  dif- 
tmguifhing  any  objeCt,  though  plac¬ 
ed  immediately  before  it.  At  that 
time  the  right  eye  did  not  appear 
to  be  at  all  affeCted ;  and,  during  a 
fpw  following  days  fhe  could  fee 
with  it  as  perfectly  as  before.  But 
foon  after,  the  diforder  extended  to 
this  eye  alfo ;  and  in  eight  days 
from  the  firffc  feizure  of  the  head- 
ach,  fhe  fo  far  loll  the  light  of  both 
eyes,  as  not  to  be  able  diftinClly  to 
perceive  even  the  blaze  ilfuing  from 
a  large  fire.  There  Hill,  however, 
remained  fome  degree  of  a  glim¬ 
mering  fight  with  the  right  eye,  fo 
as  to  make  her  fenfible  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  night  and  day.  But 
it  was  not  long  before  fhe  became 
totally  dark  in  this  eye  as  *4vell  as 
the  other:  and  on  the  third  day  of 
her  being  fo  I  was  firft  confulted. 
On  examination,  I  found  that  both 
the  pupils  were  confiderably  dilat¬ 
ed,  and  that  their  fize  was  unalter¬ 
ably  the  fame,  though  aCted  upon 
by  the  brighteft  light.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  palfed  a  lirong  ftream  of  the 
eleCtric  fluid  through  both  eyes, 
which  was  continued  for  about  ten 
minutes.  This,  though  powerful 
enough  to  be  ftrongly  felt  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  eye,  and  even  to  the 
hand,  of  other  perfons  prefent, 
feemed  to  affeCt  the  patient  only  in 
a  very  fmall  degree :  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  was  renewed  feveral  days 
before  Ihe  was  fenfible  of  the  lealt 
amendment.  In  about  a  week  from 
the  time  when  the  firft  trial  was 
made,  as  fhe  was  returning  home 
after  being  electrified,  fhe  perceived 
with  her  right  eye  fome  water  col¬ 
lected  in  a  gutter;  and  the  fame 
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evening  was  able  to  diftinguilh  the 
light  of  a  candle.  The  pain  in  her 
head  Hill  continuing  to  rage  with  vio¬ 
lence,  I  then  diredled  three  leeches, 
and  after  them  a  blifter,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  each  temple,  with  the  ufe 
of  gentle  laxatives  occafionally,  as 
the  ftate  of  the  body  required.  The 
joint  efteCt  of-  thefe  was  not  incom 
fiderable  (though  but  partial  and 
temporary)  towards  giving  relief 
to  the  patient  for  the  complaint  in 
her  head.  But  as  only  the  right 
eye  had  yet  recovered  any  fenfibi- 
lity,  and  that  in  a  fmall  degree,  I 
then  renewed  the  eleCtric  applica¬ 
tions,  placing  the  patient  on  the 
glafs-footed  ftool,  and  taking  fmall 
Iparks  from  the  integuments  fur¬ 
rounding  the  eyes ;  at  the  fame  time 
continuing  to  pafs  the  eleCtric  ftream. 
through  the  eyes  themfelves.  At 
the  end  of  three  weeks,  the  fight  of 
the  right  eye  was  fo  much  reftored, 
that  with  it  fhe  could  diftinguilh. 
large  letters.  But  the  left  eye, 
during  the  whole  of  this  time  re¬ 
mained  totally  blind ;  and  the  pa- 
dent  was  ftill  afflicted  with  fevere 
fenfations  of  pain  in  her  head,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  left  fide.  Having 
continued  the  eleCtric  applications 
near  a  fortnight  longer,  without 
making  any  vifible  advance  in  the 
cure,  1  was  almoft  ready  to  defpair 
of  their  rendering  any  further  fer- 
vice.  Yet,  unwilling  to  give  up 
the  ufe  of  means  which  had  already 
adminiftered  fo  much  relief,  I  de¬ 
termined  on  a  further  trial ;  and 
accordingly  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of 
them  fome  time  longer.  I  was  happy 
to -  find  that  this  perfeverance  was 
not  in  vain.  For,  one  day,  whilffc 
I  was  taking  eleCtric  {parks  from 
the  left  eye,  fhe  fuddenly  exclaimed 
that  fhe  could  now  perceive  a  glim¬ 
mering  of  light  with  this  eye  as  fhe 
G  2  had 


84  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i^x. 


had  fome  time  before  done  with  the 
other;  and  this  fhe  imputed  to  the 
efFedt  which  the  eledtric  fpark  then 
had  on  a  part  of  the  eye  which  had 
not  before  been  touched  by  it.  The 
very  next  day  a  great  number  of 
objedts  became  viiTble  to  this  eye  ; 
and  from  that  time  there  was  a  pro- 
grefiive  daily  amendment :  within 
a  fhort  fpace  of  time  the  fight  of 
both  eyes  was  perfectly  reftored : 
as  the  fight  returned,  the  fenfations 
of  pain  in  the  head  gradually  a- 
bated,  till  they  entirely  ceafed. 

Case  III. 

Mrs.  S.  in  February  1784,  when 
fhe  was  in  her  thirtieth  year,  was 
brought  to-bed;  and,  being  a  wo¬ 
man  of  a  healthy  conftitution,  chofe 
to  fuckle  the  child  herfelf.  This 
fhe  did  for  fome  time  without  feel¬ 
ing  any  inconvenience  from  it ;  but 
having  continued  it  for  about  fix 
weeks,  her  ftrength  began  to  fail, 
and  continued  to  decline  daily,  till 
fhe  became  incapable  even  of  mov¬ 
ing  about  the  houfe,  without  expe¬ 
riencing  a  very  painful  languor. 
About  the  fame  time  her  fight  alfo 
was  affedted  ;  firft  only  in  a  frnaller 
degree,  but  afterwards  fo  confider- 
ably  that  the  full  glare  of  the  mid¬ 
day  fun  appeared  to  her  no  Wronger 
than  the  light  of  the  moon.  At 
this  period  of  her  diforder,  no  black 
fpecks  were  vifible  before  either 
eye,  nor  did  objedts  at  any  time  ap¬ 
pear  covered  with  a  mift  or  cloud  ; 
but  the  patient  being  further  af- 
flidted  with  a  violent  pain  in  the 
neck,  which  ran  in  a  diredtion  up¬ 
ward  to  the  fide  of  the  head,  on 
that  account  the  perfon  who  attend¬ 
ed  her  thought  proper  to  take  four 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  part  fir  ft 
affedted,  by  cupping.  After  this 
the  fight  of  the  patient  was  werfe 


than  before,  and  it  was  not  Jonff 
before  fhe  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of 
both  eyes.  She  had  been  three 
days  in  this  ftate  of  blindnefs,  when 
the  affiftance  of  my  partner,  Mr* 
Wathen,  was  firft  called  in.  On 
examining  the  eyes,  he  found  the 
pupils  of  both  to  be  very  much 
dilated,  and  to  remain  unaltered  in 
the  brighteft  light.  Mr.  Wathen’s 
firft  advice  was,  that  the  child  Ihould 
be  weaned  without  lofs  of  time  ; 
ordering,  at  the  fame  time,  bark 
draughts  to  be  taken  by  the  mother 
three  times  in  the  day.  Fie  alfo 
preferibed  an  opening  medicine,  to 
be  taken  occasionally,  on  account 
of  a  coftive  ftate  of  body,  to  which 
fhe  had  been  almoft  conftantly  fub- 
jedt  ever  fince  the  time  of  her  de¬ 
livery.  With  thefe  was  united  the 
frequent  application  of  the  vapour 
of  aether  to  the  eyes  and  forehead. 
On  the  fourth  day  after  this  mode 
of  treatment  was  adopted,  I  vifited 
the  patient  with  Mr.  Wathen.  From 
the  account  fin?  gave  of  herfelf,  her 
ftrength  and  Ipirits  feemed  to  be  in 
fome  degree  on  the  return ;  and  Ihe 
could  then  perceive  faint  glimmer¬ 
ings  of  light,  though  the  pupils  of 
both  eyes  were  in  the  fame  dilated 
and  fixed  ftate  as  before.  The  ufe 
of  the  bark  and  aether  was  ftill  con¬ 
tinued,  and  the  following  day  a 
ftrong  dream  of  the  eledtric  fluid 
was  poured  on  the  eyes,  whilft  fe¬ 
ver  fmall  eledtric  fparks  were  alfo 
varioufty  pointed  about  the  fore-* 
head  and  temples.  The  day  after 
this,  to  increafe  the  force  of  the 
electrical  applications,  as  it  \vas 
then  theught  advifeable,  the  patient 
was  placed  on  a  glafs -footed  ftool, 
that,  being  thus  initiated,  the  ex¬ 
periments  which  had  before  been 
tried  might  be  repeated  with  ftill 
greater  effect.  This  p  roc  eft,  there 
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is  every  reafon  to  think,  had  a  con- 
fiderable  influence  towards  making 
a  perfect  cure.  On  the  firfl  attempt 
it  was  almoft  immediately  followed 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  amendment, 
that  the  patient,  to  whole  fight 
every  objedt  had  before  been  con- 
fufed,  could  now  clearly  diflinguilh. 
how  many  windows  there  were  in 
the  room  where  fhe  fat,  tho’  fhe  was 
ftill  unable  to  make  out  the  frames 
of  any  of  them.  On  the  third  day, 
foon  after  fhe  had  been  thus  elec¬ 
trified,  themenftrual  difcharge  came 
on,  for  the  firfl:  time  fmce  lhe  had 
been  brought  to-bed,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued  three  days.  During  that 
time  it  was  certainly  proper  to  fuf- 
pend  the  ufe  both  of  the  bark  and 
electricity,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  But  no  fooner  did  the  caufe 
of  the  fufpenfion  ceafe,  than  the  ufe 
of  both  was  refumed  :  and  the  effedl 
was  every  way  to  our  willies ;  for 
her  fight  now  mended  daily.  At  the 
end  of  a  week  file  could  perceive 
all  large  objedls ;  and  in  a  fliort 
time  her  fight  was  fo  much  reco¬ 
vered  that  lhe  could  read  even  the 
fmalleft  print.  Her  ftrength,  in¬ 
deed,  was  not  fo  quick  in  its  return  ; 
on  which  account  lhe  was  advifed 
to  remove  from  town  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  change  of  air,  with 
the  help  of  a  mild  nutritious  diet, 
foon  reflored  her  to  perfedl  health 
in  every  refpedl. 

Case  IV. 

Mrs. - ,  near  forty-five  years 

of  age,  was  attacked  with  a  violent 
pleuritic  diforder.  It  continued  fe- 
veral  weeks ;  till  at  length  her 
ftrength  was  fo  much  reduced,  that 
fhe  became  even  unable  to  turn  her- 
felf  in  bed  without  afliftance.  But 
before  this,  and  near  a  month  after 
"  the  commencement  of  the  pleurify, 
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lhe  was  feized  with  a  violent  pain 
in  the  left  eye,  which  lhe  defcribed 
as  fhooting  upward  to  the  top  of 
her  head,  and  which  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  with  a  confiderable  dimnefs 
in  her  fight.  The  dimnefs  conti¬ 
nued  increafing  five  days ;  at  which, 
period  (he  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of 
this  eye.  In  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks  afterwards,  a  violent  pain, 
fimilar  to  that  which  fhe  firfl  com¬ 
plained  of  in  the  left  eye,  attacked 
the  other  alfo ;  and  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  like  fymptom  of 
fhooting  upward  to  the  top  of  the 
head.  The  fight  of  this  eye,  how¬ 
ever,  though  confiderably  impaired, 
did  not  go  off  fo  rapidly  as  the 
other.  The  dimnefs  was  flower  and 
more  gradual  in  its  progrefs ;  and, 
for  two  or  three  weeks  after,  fhe 
faw  occafionally,  or  at  lead  fancied 
file  did,  a  number  of  bright  fparks, 
which  feemed  to  dart  luddenly 
acrofs  the  eye.  But  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  what  remained  of  the  fight 
of  this  eye  went  off  alfo,  and  lhe 
became  totally  blind  of  both.  On 
the  lofs  of  her  fight  the  pain  im¬ 
mediately  ceafed.  It  is  alfo  to ‘be 
obferved  in  the  cafe  of  this  patient, 
that  her  fpirits  had  often  been  much 
agitated  by  painful  occurrences  - 
that  for  many  years  paft  fhe  had 
been  fubjedt  to  frequent  returns  of 
rheumatic  affedtions  in  different 
parts  of  the  body -and  that,  in 
her  late  illnefs,  lhe  had  tried  the 
power  of  many  medicines,  in  con- 
jundhion  with  bleeding  by  leeches 
on  the  temples,  and  the  application 
of  blifters  both  to  the  head  and 
fide. — Befides  thefe  trials  of  medi¬ 
cal  Ikill,  it  was  thought  proper, 
during  the  latter  part  of  her  illnefs, 
that  lhe  fhould  be  removed  into  tho 
country,  to  take  the  benefit  ofehange 
of  air. — The  refufl  of  all  was  that 
G  3  fhe 
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fhe  recovered  her  ftrength  :  but  the 
blindnefs  ftill  continued.  In  the 
left  eye  Ihe  had  been  blind  five 
weeks,  and  in  the  right  a  fortnight, 
when  I  was  firft  confulted.  On  a 
careful  examination  of  the  pupils 
of  both  eyes  at  this  time,  I  found 
that,  though  they  retained  their 
ufual  tranfparency,  they  were  much 
dilated,  fo  as  not  to  be  in  the  lead; 
affedted  by  any  degree  of  light. 
My  firft  attempt  was  with  the  va¬ 
pour  of  vitriolic  aether,  which  I 
directed  her  to  apply  feveral  times 
in  the  day  to  both  eyes.  With  this 
was  united  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  two  fc tuples  of  which  in  a 
glafs  of  white  wine  were  prefcribed 
to  be  taken  three  times  in  the  day. 
Befides  which,  once  in  that  time,  a 
ftrontr  fire  am  of  the  electric  fluid 
was  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
eyes,  and  continued  for  about  ten 
minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
But  the  perfon  employed  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  electricity  being  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  mode  of  apply¬ 
ing  the  ftream,  fubftituted  inftead 
of  it,  of  his  own  accord,  fmall 
eleftric  fhocks  ;  to  which  he  gave 
different  directions  through  the  head. 
She  had  been  electrified  only  three 
times,  and  in  this  way,  when  her 
hufband  was  taken  ill,  and  in  a  few 
days  died.  This  melancholy  event 
prevented  her  from  attending  after¬ 
wards  to  have  the  eleCtric  applica¬ 
tions  repeated.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  noticed,  that  it  had  been  found 
not  a  little  ferviceable  on  every 
trial  which  had  hitherto  been  made 
of  it ;  and  in  particular  the  laft  time 
fhe  was  eleftrified,  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  no  fooner  over  than  fhe 


inftantly  perceived  a  number  of 
objeCls  near  her.  The  bark  and 
tether  were  ftill  continued  as  at  firft 
ordered ;  and  in  about  two  months 
the  pupils  returned  to  their  natural 
fize ;  and  fhe  recovered  a  fight  fuf- 
ficient  to  enable  her  to  read  com¬ 
mon  letters  with  the  left  eye,  and  to 
fee  all  larger  objefts  with  the  right. 


On  the  Management  of  Sheep  ;  from 
a  Pamphlet ,  intitled ,  :c  An  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Society  for  the  Improve-, 
ment  of  Britifh  Wool  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  f  by  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
Bart. 

IN  the  proper  management  of 
fheep,  the  firft  thing  to  be  con- 
fidered  is  to  procure  the  food  beft 
calculated  for  them.  The  nature 
of  the  food  has  a  great  influence 
upon  the  fize  and  health  of  the 
animal,  and  confequently  upon  the 
wool.  Where  the  pafture  is  rich, 
either  from  the  natural  fertility  of 
the  foil,  or  by  the  art  and  induftry 
of  man,  and  where  the  turnip  hus¬ 
bandry  or  artificial  graffes  prevail, 
long  and  coarfe  wool  is  almoft  the 
neceftary  confequence  *.  Whereas, 
in  the  words  of  an  elegant  poet, 
who  has  celebrated  the  glory  of  the 
fleece. 

On  fpacious  airy  downs,  and  gentle  hills, 
With  grafs  and  thyme  o' erfpready  and  clover 

VOlldy 

Where  fmiling  Phoebus  tempers  ev’ry 
breeze, 

The  faireft  flocks  rejoice !  Wide  airy 
downs 

Are  health’s  gay  walks  to  fhepherd  and 
to  fheep 


*  From  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Ellman,  it  appears  that  rich  food  does  not  a!«* 
ways  injure  the  fleece,  if  the  breed  is  properly  attended  to. 

-f  See  Dyer’s  Fleece,  book  i.  Virgil  alfo,  in  his  Georgies,  lib.  iii.  1.  384* 
tells  us. 


(<  Si  tibi  Ianicium  curx,  fuge  pabula  Isetaf* 


In 
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In  regard  to  pafture  calculated 
for  fheep,  there  are  few  hilly  dif- 
tridls  in  Scotland,  where  it  may 
not  be  found  in  great  perfection 
and  abundance,  or  may  not  be  im¬ 
proved  either  by  means  of  lime,  ©r 
]by  a  judicious  fyftem  of  watering. 
In  fummer  and  autumn  no  fcarcity 
of  food  is  to  be  apprehended.  It 
mull  be  acknowledged,  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  during  fpring  and  win¬ 
ter,  a  coniiderable  degree  of  fore- 
fight  and  exertion  is  requifite  to 
provide  a  fiifficient  quantity  of 
wholeiome  food  for  a  numerous 
flock  ;  but  the  late  improvements 
in  hulbandry  furnifh  an  aCtive  and 
intelligent  farmer  with  ample  means 
for  that  purpofe. 

Shelter  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  feaions  is,  I  am  'perfuaded,  an 
jobjedt  entitled  to  the  fhepherd’s  pe¬ 
culiar  attention,  and  without  which 
fine  wool  cannot  be  expected  in 
great  abundance  or  perfection.  The 
natural  fhelter  of  wood  has  been 
often  recommended  againft  too  vio- 
lent  heat,  and  hill  more  againft 
cold  and  piercing  winds.  The  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather,  particularly 
V/hen  cheep  are  expofed  to  it  both 
night  and  day,  certainly  affeCts  the 
wool,  makes  it  coarfe,  and  fills  it 
with  hair.  To  obviate  this  incon¬ 
venience,  the  Herefordlhite  and 
Cotefwold  farmers  have  long  ranges 
pf  buildings  with  low  peilings,  each 
three  or  four  itory  high,  with  a 
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Hope  at  one  end  of  each  floor,  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  next,  by  which  the  fheep 
afeend  to  the  upper  ftory  *.  Having 
fuch  houfes  built  in  hilly  countries 
would  be  of  great  fervice  in  the 
improvement  of  wool;  and,  when 
properly  ufed,  would  prevent  the 
rot,  fo  ruinous  to  the  fhepherd  ft. 
The  Romans,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  kept  their  fineft  fheep  in 
houfes,  and  even  clothed  them. 
The  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  is  thus  deferibed  by  Colu¬ 
mella.  “  Of  all  the  wool-bearing 
“  kind,  the  Grecian  or  Tarenti- 
“  nian  is  the  mofl  tender  and  de- 
“  licate.  They  can  neither  endure 
“  excefljve  heat  nor  cold.  They 
“  are  feldom  fed  without  doors, 
“  but  for  the  mod  part  in  the  houfe, 
“  and  are  exceeding  greedy  of 
u  food.  The  fields  in  which  they 
<c  are  fed  muff  be  free  of  all  man- 
“  ner  of  bufb.es,  fprigs,  or  briars, 
“  left  both  their  wool  and  their 
“  covering  be  pulled  off  them,  and 
“  even  at  home  they  mail  be  fre- 
“  quently  uncovered,  refrefhed,  and 
“  cooled  T”  Inquiries  are  mak¬ 
ing,  On  the  part  of  this  fpciety, 
whether  there  are  ftill  any  remnants 
of  this  breed,  or  any  veftige  of  this 
mode  of  treatment  in  Sicily  or  Ca¬ 
labria.  It  would  be  defireable  to 
know  what  is  the  refult  of  fuch  a 
fyftem  of  management,  if  it  ftill 
exifts  in  other  countries.  The  ef¬ 


fects  of  houfing  the  fheep  in  Here- 

*  Cotefwold,  according  to  Camden,  is  derived  from  the  cots  or  houfes  in  which 
the  fheep  were  kept,  and  the  njjolds  or  open  hilly  grounds  in  which  they  were  paf- 
tured. 

ft  See  Marfhall’s  Rural  Economy  of  Gloucefterfhire,  See.  voL  ii.  p.  a 3 5.  where 
the:e  are  many  important  obfervations  on  the  utility  of  houfing  or  cotting  fheep. 

.  t  Columella,  book  7.  chap.  v.  The  only  recent  account  I  have  met  with  of 
this  breed  of  fheep,  is  in  Swinburne’s  Travels.  This  practice  was  borrowed  from 
the  Greeks.  See  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  6.  fegm.  41.  p.  335.  .ZElian.  Var.  Hift.  1.  xii. 
p.  56.  In  Megara,  it  was  alledged  that  they  took  more  care  pf  their  fheep  than  of 
Ijitif  children?  • 

Q  ft  fordfhirf 
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fordfhire  ought  alfo  to  be  afcer- 
tained.  If  by  clothing  fheep  *,  or 
keeping  them  in  houfes,  fine  wool 
could  be  obtained  fufficient  for  the 
confumption  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  employ  the 
poor  in  the  operations  neceflary  for 
this  purpofe,  than  to  fupport  them 
without  exadling  any  great  return 
of  labour  for  their  maintenance  ? 

The  effefis  of  fait  upon  fheep  is 
a  point  which  merits  particular  at¬ 
tention,  and  has  never  yet  been 
fully  inveftigated.  We  know  that 
it  is  given  inconfiderable  quantities 
to  the  flocks  in  Spain  ;  and  we  fee 
that  fine  wool  is  produced  in  the 
Shetland  Iflands,  the  pafture  of 
which  being  peculiarly  expofed  to 
the  fea  fpray,  is  neceflarily  im¬ 
pregnated  with  a  conflderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  faline  particles.  It  is  certain 
that  fait  contributes  much  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  health  of  grani- 
vorous  animals ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  the  mod  valuable  wool 
can  only  be  produced  by  fheep  in  a 
Hate  of  perfedl  health.  Salt  may 
poflibly  fupply  the  ftimulus  necef- 
fary  to  preferve  their  health  in  al- 
jnofl  any  fituation.  It  may  cer¬ 
tainly  enable  them  to  digefl:  the 
great  quantity  of  coarfe  fare,  which 
they  are  often  under  the  neceflity 
of  taking  in  rough  paftures  for  want 
of  better  fuflenance. 

Another  circumflance  deferving 
notice  is,  that  if  we  propofe  to  have 
fine  wool  in  this  country,  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  preferve  our  fheep 
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much  longer  than  we  commonly 
now  do ;  for  the  wool  grows  finer 
in  proportion  to  the  age  of  the 
animal  f.  It  was  formerly  not  un- 
ufual  to  keep  healthy  wethers  to 
fix,  eight,  nay  ten  years  of  age,  fof 
the  fake  of  the  fleece :  but  now 
they  can  hardly  be  met  with  even 
five  years  old.  This  is  certainly 
one  great  caufe  of  our  wool’s  dege¬ 
nerating. 

Many  other  points  might  be 
mentioned  connected  with  the  pro¬ 
per  management  of  fheep.  I  fhall 
however  at  prefent  only  advert  to 
the  pradiice,  very  prevalent  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  ifland,  of 
ft nearing  or  falving>  as  it  is  called, 
the  fheep  with  a  mixture  of  oil  or 
butter,  and  tar,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
fafety  and  prefervation  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  in  the  hilly  diftridts  of  that  part 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  origin  of  this  pradtice  is 
unknown  j,  and  the  efledls  of  it 
are  flill  doubtful.  There  is  reafon, 
however,  to  believe,  that  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  fyftem  of  fmearing  may 
be  attended  with  the  mod  import¬ 
ant  confequences.  It  is  now  done 
about  the  commencement  of  winter, 
with  a  view  of  protedting  the  ani¬ 
mal  from  the  hardfhips  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  feafon,  and  of  deftroying 
the  vermin  with  which  it  is  infefiedi 
Smearing,  however,  ought  rather  to 
take  place  immediately  after  the 
fheep  are  fhorn.  This  is  an  ancient 
pradiice,  recommended  by  Colu- 


*  To  clothe  the  whole  fheep  would  certainly  be  expen  five  t  but  I  am  told,  that 
if  the  hack  were  covered  with  a  piece  of  coarfe  Ofnaburgh,  the  expence  would  not 
coft  above  3^.  a  piece,  and  if  tarred  it  would  laft  feveral  years.  In  fome  parts  of 
the  country,  tender  or  fickly  lambs  are  thus  treated,  and  it  is  found  to  anfwer  well. 
The  covering  is  fixed  to  the  fleece,  and  cannot  then  be  eafily  removed. 

•f  This  point  is  difputed,  and  mull  be  afcertained  by  experiment, 
t  Even  in  ancient  times,  tar  was  confidered  as  a  remedy  for  difeafed  fheep  $  but 
Its  ufe  as  a  preventative  is  probably  a  modern  pradiice. 

9  rnelhu 
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isaeila.  It  was  accidentally  tried  in 
Scotland  fome  years  ago,  and  prov¬ 
ed  in  the  higheft  degree  fuccefsful. 
Anointing  the  ffieep  immediately 
after  they  are  (horn,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  much  lefs  difficulty, 
trouble,  and  expence.  The  vermin 
with  which  lheep  are  infelied  muft 
then  be  deftroyed  in  the  ftate  of 
nitts,  and  are  not  allowed  three  or 
four  months  to  gain  ftrength,  which 
is  the  conference  of  the  prefent 
practice.  It  is  affirmed  by  Celfus, 
that  if  a  proper  ointment  is  thus 
ufed,  the  wool  becomes  fofter  and 
longer;  and  that  no  lheep  will  be 
troubled,  for  that  year,  with  the 
common  difeafes  to  which  they  are 
liable.  To  have  this  fyftem  .fairly 
tried,  is,  I  hope,  one  of  the  firft 
objeds  to  which  this  Society  will 
dired  its  attention ;  and  this  may 
be  done  by  giving  premiums  to  the 
lhepherds,  who,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  are  the  moil  ardu¬ 
ous  and  fuccefsful  in  carrying  it 
into  effed  *. 


Procefs  of  dyeing  the  Adrianople  or 
Turkey  Red.  From  the  J'econd 
’  volume  of  Berthollet’s  Elements  of 
the  Art  of  Dyeing . 

WHEN  a  hundred  pounds  of 
cotton  are  to  be  dyed,  we 
muft  begin  by  fcouring  it  well. 
This  operation  cJnfifts  in  boiling 


the  cotton  in  a  ley  of  foda,  marking 
one  degree  of  the  areometer,  to 
which  is  commonly  added  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  bath  which  has  been 
employed  for  palling  the  cottons 
through,  for  the  ‘white  preparation 
(enPappret  blanc)  which  is  called 
fckiou. 

In  order  to  fcour  the  cotton  pro¬ 
perly,  and  prevent  it  from  entang¬ 
ling,  a  cord  is  palled  through  three 
hanks  (the  hank  is  compofed  of 
four  knots  (pentes)  each  of  which, 
weighs  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  mak¬ 
ing  the  hank  equal  to  a  pound)  and 
it  is  thrown  into  the  ley  when  it 
begins  to  boil ;  it  is  carefully  im- 
merfed,  that  it  may  not  be  fcorched 
by  the  upper  part  of  the  caldron, 
which  Ihould  contain  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  water 
for  a  hundred  pounds  of  cotton: 
the  cotton  is  completely  fcoured 
when  it  finks  of  itfelfin  the  caldron; 
it  is  then  taken  out,  and  walhed 
knot  by  knot  in  the  river,  wrung, 
and  hung  out  to  dry. 

Second  operation ;  bath  with  dung . 

A  hundred  pounds  of  Alicant 
foda  (barilla)  in  coarfe  powder,  are 
put  into  a  tub  with  a  hole  near  its 
bottom,  to  allow  the  water  to  run 
into  another  tub  placed  under  it; 
feventy-five  gallons  oflixivial  water 
are  poured  on  the  foda  in  the  upper 
tub ;  when  the  water  which  has  run 
into  the  lower  one  marks  two  de¬ 


ft  The  medicament  recommended  by  Columella  and  Celfus,  Is  the  juice  of  tho¬ 
roughly  boiled  lupins,  the  dregs  of  old  wine,  and  the  dregs  of  oil,  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity"  of  each  to  be  mixed  together :  the  fheep  to  be  thoroughly  foaked  with  this 
liquor  after  it  is  thorn  ;  and,  three  days  afterwards,  to  be  wathed  with  fea-water, 
or  with  boiled  rain-water  mixed  with  fait.  But,  it  is  believed  that  butter  would 
anfwer  fully  as  well  as  oil  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  the  wool  ;  and  that  a 
flight  deco6tion  of  tobacco  juice  would  deftroy  the  vermin  as  well  as  any  other  li¬ 
quor.  If  by  thefe  means  a  good  fleece  of  wool  were  produced,  there  would  .be 
no  occafion  for  any  tar  to  ffielter  the  animal  from  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon. 

grees 


1 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791 


grees  of  the  foap-makers  areometer, 
it  is  proper  for  the  bath  with  dung, 
which  is  made  in  the  following 
manner. 

Twenty-five  or  thirty  pounds  of 
fheeps  dung  are  mixed  with  the 
above  ley  in  a  large  earthen  velTe!, 
and  iiirred  with  a  wooden  peftle, 
then  pafled  through  a  hair  fieve 
placed  over  the  vat  in  which  the 
bath  is  to  be  prepared  ;  twelve 
pounds  and  a  half  of  Provence  olive 
oil  are  then  poured  into  the  vat, 
and  kept  conllantly  {lining  with  a 
rake,  that  it  may  be  perfectly  mixed 
with  the  ley  and  the  dung ;  the  foda 
ley  is  poured  upon  it ;  nine  buckets 
of  water  (each  equal  to  four  gal¬ 
lons)  are  commonly  required  for  a 
hundred  pounds  of  cotton.  The 
bath  being  thus  prepared  is  in  a 
proper  hate  to  receive  the  cotton. 
For  this  purpofe,  fome  of  the  bath 
is  taken  in  a  wooden  bowl,  and 
poured  into  an  earthen  pan  let  in 
brick-work  at  a  proper  height  for 
working.  A  hank  of  cotton  is 
taken  and  well  wrought  with  the 
hands;  it  is  frequently  taken  up 
and  turned  in  the  pan,  and  then 
hung  upon  a  wooden  hook  fixed  to 
the  wall ;  it  is  {lightly  wrung  cut, 
and  thrown  upon  a  table,  and  the 
lame  operation  is  repeated  with 
each  hank.  The  table  upon  which 
the  cotton  is  thrown  ought  to  be 
railed  eight  or  ten  inches  from  the 
ground.  A  workman  takes  a  hank 
in  each  hand,  and  ftrikes  it  on  the 
table  to  flretch  the  threads;  he 
turns  it  three  times,  and  then  makes 
a  fmall  twill  to  form  a  head  for  the 
hank,  and  lays  it  upon  the  table  : 
not  more  than  three  hanks  fhould 
be  placed  one  upon  another,  as  too 
great  a  weight  would  fqueeze  the 
bath  out  of  the  under  hanks.  The 
cotton  ought  to  remain  ten  or  twelve 


hours  on  the  table,  and  then  be  hung 
out  to  dry. 

Third  operation  ;  hath  with  oil \  or 
white  bath . 

Ley  of  foda  alfo  at  two  degrees 
of  the  areometer  is  taken,  and  after 
the  vat  in  which  the  bath  with  dung 
was  made  has  been  well  cleaned, 
twelve  pounds  and  a  half  of  olive 
oil  are  put  into  it,  and  the  ley  of 
foda  added  while  it  is  kept  con- 
flantly  {lined  with  a  rake,  in  order 
to  mix  the  oil  completely.  This 
bath  ought  to  refemble  thick  milk ; 
and  that  it  may  be  good,  it  is  ne- 
cefiary  that  the  oil  fhould  not  rife 
to  the  furface;  fome  of  this  bath  is 
then  put  into  the  pan,  and  the  cot¬ 
ton  dipped  hank  by  hank,  as  in 
the  former  operation  ;  it  is  thrown 
on  the  table,  and  beat  upon  it,  which 
is  called  creper  ;  it  is  left  there  till 
the  next  day,  and  then  hung  out  to 
dry.  For  this  bath  about  eight 
buckets  ofley  are  required. 

Fourth  operation ;  firji  fah. 

Frefti  foda  is  added  to  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  that  firft  put  into  the  tub, 
if  the  water  poured  upon  it  has  not 
attained  three  degrees.  For  this 
operation  eight  buckets  of  ley  are 
poured  into  the  vat  upon  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  white  bath,  and  the 
cotton  is  palled  through  it  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before.  This  ope¬ 
ration  is  called  giving  it  the  firji  fait 
(donner  le  premier  fel).  The  ley 
being  at  three  degrees. 

Fifth  operation  ;  fecond fait. 

The  cotton  is  pafied  through  a 
ley  of  foda  at  four  degrees,  the 
working  being  conduded  as  before 
deferibed. 
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Sixth  operation  ;  third fait . 

The  cotton  is  palled  through  a 
ley  of  foda  at  five  degrees. 

Seventh  operation  ;  fourth  fait. 

The  cotton  is  pa  fled  through  a 
ley  of  foda  at  fix  degrees,  the  fame 
precautions  being  obferved,  and 
then  carried  out  to  be  dried  on  very 
fmooth  poles ;  when  dry,  it  is  taken 
to  the  river  to  be  walked  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner. 

Eighth  operation .  • 

The  cotton  mull;  be  find  foaked  in 
the  water,  then  taken  out  and  put 
upon  the  horfe  (bayard)  to  drain; 
water  is  repeatedly  thrown  on  it,  that 
it  may  be  well  foaked,  and  an  hour 
after  it  is  walked  knot  by  knot,  to 
free  it  completely  from  the  oil, 
which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  its 
taking  the  galling  well ;  it  is  then 
wrung  with  the  jack  and  pin,  and 
ftretched  upon  the  poles  to  dry : 
the  cotton,  when  thus  walked,  ought 
to  be  of  a  beautiful  white. 

Ninth  operation ;  galling. 

For  the  galling,  we  mud  choofe 
good  galls  in  forts  (a  term  employ¬ 
ed  in  commerce  to  denote  black  and 
white  galls  mixed  together  in  equal 
quantities)  and  having  bruifed  them, 
put  for  each  hundred  pounds  of 
cotton,  twelve  pounds  and  a  half 
into  a  copper,  and  boil  them  in  fix 
buckets  of  clear  river  water.  Three 
hours  are  generally  required  to  boil 
them  fufficiently;  we  perceive  that 
this  is  accomplilked  when  they 
break  between  the  fingers  like  haul- 
lie  ;  three  buckets  of  cold  water  are 
then  added,  and  the  whole  palled 
through  a  very  clofe  hair  fieve, 
fqueezing  with  the  hand  what  has 
Jiqt  pafied  through,  in  order  to  fe- 

'Of  i  ,  ■  •  l  .  t 


ROJECTS.  91 

parate  all  the  refinous  particles. 
When  the  water  has  fettled  and 
become  clear,  the  galling  is  to  be 
performed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner. 

Nine  or  ten  quarts  of  the  galling 
is  poured  into  an  earthen  pan  fet 
in  the  wall  at  a  height  convenient 
for  working,  and  the  cotton  is  dip¬ 
ped  in  it  by  fe  parate  hanks,  work¬ 
ing  it  well  with  the  hands ;  it  is 
then  wrung  with  the  pin,  and  car¬ 
ried  out  to  be  dried  as  fall  as  it  is 
dipped,  a  precaution  eflentially  ne¬ 
ceflary  to  prevent  the  cotton  from 
growing  black. 

When  the  cotton  is  thoroughly 
dried,  we  proceed  to  the  aluming, 
in  the  following  manner. 

Tenth  operation ;  aluming. 

The  copper  in  which  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  galls  was  made  being  welf 
cleaned,  eight  buckets  of  river  wa¬ 
ter  and  eighteen  pounds  of  Roman 
alum  are  put  into  it,  and  the  alum 
difiblved  without  boiling;  when  the 
folution  is  complete,  half  a  bucket 
of  foda  ley  at  four  degrees  of  the 
areometer  is  added,  and  the  cotton 
then  wrought  in  it  hank  by  hank  as 
in  the  galling ;  it  is  then  fpread  out 
to  dry,  and  afterwards  walked  from 
the  alum  as  follows. 

Eleventh  operation ;  wafting  from 
the  alum. 

Having  left  the  cotton  to  foak 
and  drain  for  an  hour  upon  the 
horfe,  each  hank  is  walked  fepa- 
rately  three  times,  wrung  with  a  pin, 
and  carried  to  the  tenter-ground. 

Twelfth  operation  ( remonter  fur 
galle.J 

This  operation  confifis  in  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  former  ones.  A 
white  bath  is  prepared  limiJar  to 
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that  defcribed  in  article  3  ;  twelve 
pounds  and  a  half  of  good  Pro¬ 
vence  oil  are  put  into  a  vat,  and 
eight  buckets  of  ley,  at  two  degrees 
of  the  foap-maker’s  areometer,  ad¬ 
ded  to  it,  and  the  bath  being  well 
ftirred,  the  cotton  is  dipped  in  the 
manner  defcribed  in  article  3. 

* Thirteenth  operation ;  frfi  fait. 

The  cotton  after  being  well  dried 
is  dipped  in  a  ley  at  three  de¬ 
grees. 

Fourteenth  operation  ;  fecond fait . 

After  the  cotton  has  been  well 
dried,  it  is  dipped  in  a  ley  at  four 
degrees. 

Fifteenth  operation ;  third  fait . 

When  the  cotton  is  again  dry,  it 
is  dipped  in  a  ley  at  five  degrees, 
and  this  concludes  the  dips :  after 
being  dried,  it  is  walked,  galled, 
and  alumed,  with  the  fame  propor¬ 
tions,  and  attention  to  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  as  in  articles  9,  10,  and 
21  :  the  cotton  has  now  received 
all  the  preparations  neceftary  for 
taking  the  dye,  and  ought  to  be  of 
the  colour  of  the  bark  of  a  tree. 
A  very  elfential  circumftance  to  be 
attended  to,  is,  never  to  dip  the 
cotton  until  it  is  perfectly  dry, 
otherwife  we  run  the  rilk  of  render¬ 
ing  the  colour  fpotted.  When  the 
cotton  is  hung  out  upon  the  poles, 
it  muft  be  frequently  lhaken  and 
turned,  to  make  it  dry  uniformly. 

Sixteenth  operation  ;  the  dyeing . 

A  copper  of  an  oblong  fquare 
form  is  generally  employed,  which 
ought  to  be  capable  of  holding 
about  one  hundred  gallons,  in  which 
quantity  twenty-five  pounds  of  cot¬ 
ton  may  be  dyed  at  once.  The 
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procefs  for  dyeing  is  begun  by  fill¬ 
ing  the  copper  with  water  within 
four  or  five  inches  of  the  brim,  and 
pouring  in  a  pailful  of  bullocks 
blood,  or  what  is  dill  better  when 
it  can  be  procured,  lheeps  blood 
(this  is  equal  to  about  five  gallons) 
and  then  adding  the  lizary.  When 
we  wifh  to  obtain  a  fine  bright  co¬ 
lour,  which  penetrates,  and  has  a 
good  body,  we  commonly  mix  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  lizary  together,  as 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  lizary  of 
Provence,  half  a  pound  of  lizary  of 
Cyprus ;  or  if  thefe  cannot  be  had, 
a  pound  of  that  of  Provence,  with 
as  much  of  the  lizary  from  Tripoli 
or  Smyrna,  allowing  always  two 
pounds  for  one  of  cotton.  When 
the  lizary  is  in  the  copper,  it  is 
llirred  with  the  rake,  to  break  the 
clods  or  lumps,  and  when  the  bath 
is  warm,  the  cotton'  is  put  in  on 
Ikein  fticks,  two  hanks  commonly 
on  each ;  care  muft  be  taken  toim- 
merfe  it  properly,  and  to  turn  the 
cotton  on  the  Ikein  fticks  by  means 
of  a  pointed  Hick  pafted  along 
them  within  the  hanks.  This  pro¬ 
cefs  is  continued  for  an  hour  ;  and 
when  the  copper  begins  to  boil,  the 
cotton  is  taken  off"  the  Ikein  fticks, 
and  immerfed  in  it,  each  hank  be¬ 
ing  fufpended,  by  means  of  a  cord 
pafted  through  it,  to  fticks  fupport- 
ed  over  the  copper.  The  cotton 
ought  to  boil  about  an  hour,  in  or¬ 
der  to  extrafl  all  the  colouring 
matter  from  the  madder.  There  is 
alfo  a  method  of  difcovering  when 
the  colour  is  extracted,  by  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  white  froth  on  the  cop¬ 
per.  It  is  now  taken  out,  and  walk¬ 
ed  knot  by  knot  at  the  river,  wrung 
with  the  pin,  and  dried. 

Seventeenth  operation',  brightening. 

Soda  ley  at  two  degrees  is  poured 
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into  the  copper  ufed  for  fcouring,  • 
which  fhould  hold  a  hundred  and 
fifty  gallons  of  water,  and  it  is  then 
filled  within  ten  or  twelve  inches  of 
the  brim ;  four  or  five  pounds  of 
olive  oil  are  then  added,  and  fix 
pounds  of  white  Marfeilles  foap  cut 
very  fmall it  is  kept  ftirring  until 
the  foap  is  diflolved,  and  when  the 
copper  begins  to  boil,  the  cotton  is 
put  in,  a  cord  being  previoufiy 
pafl*ed.  through  it  to  prevent  its 
being  entangled  :  the  copper  is  then 
covered  up,  and  flopped  with  rags, 
loaded  and  made  to  boil  gently  for 
four  or  five  hours ;  the  cover  being 
now  taken  off-,  the  cotton  fhould 
appear  finifhed,  and  of  a  beautiful 
red.  The  cotton  mull  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  copper  for  ten  or  twelve 
hours,  becaufe  it  improves  in  the 
bath,  and  acquires  a  much  greater 
degree  of  brightnefs. 

It  mull  be  well  walked  knot  by 
knot,  and  dried,  and  the  operation 
is  complete. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  my 
cottons  a  dip  after  they  have  become 
quite  dry ;  I  make  a  folution  of  tin 
in  aqua  fortis,  taking  for  a  hundred 
pounds  of  cotton  three  or  four 
pounds  of  aqua  fortis  at  twenty- fix 
degrees  *,  to  which  I  add  an  ounce 
of  fal  ammoniac  for  each  pound, 
and  then  dilfolve  it  in  fix  ounces  of 
fine  tin  in  grains ;  I  add  to  the  bath 
a  pound  and  a  half  of  mineral  cry- 
flal ;  I  then  dilute  the  mixture  with 
eight  buckets  of  water,  and  dip  my 
cotton ;  it  muft  then  be  walked ; 
this  dip  gives  the  cotton  a  very  fine 
fire  (feu.) 

N.  B.  Only  the  refiduaof  the  firlt 
preparations  are  to  be  put  into  the 
fickiou ;  thofe  which  remain  after 
the  cotton  has  been  galled  are  of  no 
ufe,  and  mult  be  thrown  away. 

#  To  diltUled  water  a 


Remarks  on  the  mcmuf aEluring  of 
Maple  Sugar ;  extracted  from  a 
pamphlet  publi fined  by  a  fociety  of 
gentlemen  at  Philadelphia,  for  the 
general  information  and  benefit  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

HE  who  enables  another  to  ob¬ 
tain  any  neceflary  of  life  ei¬ 
ther  cheaper  or  more  independently 
than  heretofore,  adds  a  new  fource 
ofhappinefs  to  man;  and  becomes 
more  or  lefs  ufeful,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  thofe  who  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  benefits  of  ,.is  difcovery. 
Thetranfitions,  however,  made  from 
one  Itage  of  improvement  to  an¬ 
other^  are  not  hidden,  but  gradual ; 
whicn  probably  arifes  from  that 
llrong  and  almoft  univerfal  aifin- 
clination  in  the  mind,  at  departing 
from  the  beaten  path,  or  from  long 
eltablifhed  culloms.  Hence  men, 
frequently,  at  firlt,  treat  with  neg- 
le£t  or  contempt  that  which,  after¬ 
wards,  on  better  information,  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  facts,  they 
believe,  and  without  referee  adopt 
in  their  fubfequent  practice.  Were 
we  to  introduce  and  embrace  as  a. 
maxim, — c<  That  every  new  propo« 
fition,  merely  on  account  of  its  no¬ 
velty,  mult  be  rejected,”  —  our 
knowledge  would  no  longer  be  pro- 
greffive,  and  every  kind  of  improve¬ 
ment  mult  ceafe. 

That  the  juice  of  the  fugar  maple 
would  produce  a  faccharine  fub- 
Itance  anfwering  the  purpofes  of 
fugar,  has  been  known  many  years, 
and  particularly  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Ealtern  States ;  but  that  there 
was  a  fufiicient  number  of  this  kind 
of  tree  in  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Pennfylvania  only,  to  fupply 
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the  whole  of  the  United  States 
With  this  article,  is  a  fail  which 
was  not  fo  well  afcertained,  or  fo 
fatisfailorily  authenticated>till  with¬ 
in  a  year  or  two  pad  ;  and  that  the 
fugar  of  this  tree  was  capable  of 
being  grained ,  and  produced,  in 
quality,  equal  to  the  bed  imported, 
was  in  fome  meafure  problematical 
till  within  even  two  or  three  months 
pad,  when  the  arrival  of  feveral 
cheds  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
made  lad  fpring  on  the  Delaware, 
removed  every  doubt,  in  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  have  feen  it,  as  to  the 
truth  of  this  lad  fail. 

A  perfon  who  had  many  years 
been  acquainted  with  the  ufual  way 
of  making  this  article,  being  de- 
firous  of  improving  the  method,  ob¬ 
tained  the  inftruilions  of  a  refiner 
of  fugar  in  Philadelphia,  and,  with 
thefe  before  him,  began  his  expe¬ 
riments  in  February  lad,  at  Stock- 
port,  about  three  miles  below  the 
jundlion  of  the  Mohock  and  Po- 
patchtunck  branches  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware.  He  foon  difcovered  that  the 
bufinefs  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  that 
great  and  even  eflential  improve¬ 
ments  might  be  made  therein,  which 
would  require  a  departure  from  the 
methods  heretofore  in  general  ufe, 
in  boiling  down  the  green  fap, 
graining  the  fyrup,  &c  and  which, 
if  attended  to  and  adopted,  would 
enable  him  to  produce  fugar,  in 
colour,  grainy  and  tade,  equal,  if  not 
fuperior  in  reputation,  to  any  im¬ 
ported.  His  lentiments  and  hopes 
on  this  head  have  been  fully  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  refult  of  his  experi¬ 
ments  ;  for  the  fugar  he  has  made 
and  fent  down  to  this  city,  in  the 
opinion  of  well-qualified  judges,  is 
equal  to  the  bed  fugars  imported 
from  the  Wed  India  iflands. 

The  perfon  above  -  mentioned, 


whofe  judgment  on  this  fubjeil  1 
much  to  be  relied  on,  as  well  frorr 
his  experience  in  the  bufinefs,  as  hi: 
edablidied  charadler  for  candou: 
and  integrity,  is  clearly  of  opinion 
that  four  ailive  indudrious  men 
well  provided  with  materials,  anc 
conveniences  proper  for  carrying 
on  the  bufinefs,  may  turn  out,  in  2 
common  feafon,  which  lads  froir 
four  to  fix  weeks,  forty  hundrec 
weight  of  good  fugar,  that  is,  ter 
hundred  to  each  man.  If  four  mer 
can  efreil  this,  how  great  mud  be  the 
product  of  the  feparate  or  afibci- 
ated  labour  of  the  many  thoufand? 
of  people  who  now  inhabit,  or  may 
inhabit,  the  immenfe  trails  of  land 
which  abound  with  the  fugar  maple 
tree !  What  a  new  and  extenfive 
field  opens  for  thefe  confiderations  ! 
What  an  intereding  and  important 
objedl  to  the  caCtfe  of  humanity, 
prefents  itfelf  to  our  view  !  an  ob¬ 
ject  that  deferves  the  countenance 
of  every  good  citizen,  and  that 
highly  merits  even  national  en¬ 
couragement. 

In  all  fugar  plantations,  it  will 
be  advantageous  to  cut  out  the  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  timber  which  grow 
intermixed  with  the  fugar  maple, 
and  even  thofe  of  that  fpecies  which 
are  not  thriving,  promifmg  trees. 
The  timber  fo  cut  out  will  ferve  for 
fuel  for  the  boilers,  and  leave  greater 
openings  for  the  rays  of  the  fun  to 
enter,  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  improve  and  enrich  the  remain¬ 
ing  trees.  The  ground  fo  cleared 
of  all  except  the  maple-tree,  it  has 
been  obferved,  is  particularly  fa¬ 
vourable  for  padure  and  the  growth 
of  grafs.  “  Whether  this  tree  is 
injured  or  impoverilhed  by  repeated 
tappings,”  is  an  enquiry  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  and  has  been  frequently 
made  of  late,  by  perfons  who  have 
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feiixioufly  wifhed  for  the  fuccefs  of 
this  bufmefs.  It  has  been  before 
obferved,  that  it  will  bear  much 
hardlhip  and  abufe ;  and  it  may  be 
added,  that  there  are  inftances,  par¬ 
ticularly  among  the  old  fettlements 
on  the  North  River,  of  trees  which 
have  been  tapped  for  fifty  years  or 
upwards,  and  continue  to  yield  their 
fap  in  the  feafon,  equal  to  any 
brought  into  ufe  of  later  time  ;  in¬ 
deed  it  is  afferted  with  confidence, 
by  perfons  who  have  had  fome  years 
experience,  that  thefe  trees,  by  ufe, 
become  more  valuable,  yielding  a 
fap  of  a  richer  quality.  How  far  a 
careful  cultivation  of  them,  the 
flirring  and  manuring  the  foil  in 
which  they  Hand,  may  improve  their 
value,  remains  to  be  afeertained  in 
future,  though  it  may  be  expefted 
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that  this,  like  almoft  all  other  trees 
and  plants,  may  from  a  natural  ftate 
be  greatly  and  efientially  improved 
by  the  hand  of  art.  Experiments, 
therefore,  will  not  be  unworthy  the* 
attention  of  thofe  citizens  fituated 
in  the  more  interior  parts  of  the 
States,  if  it  fhall  thereby  be  found 
that  thefe  trees  can  be  readily  pro¬ 
pagated,  either  from  the  feed  or 
young  plants,  and  be  brought  to 
thrive,  fo  as  to  be  equal  in  their 
prod  lift,  if  not  fuperior  to  thofe 
which  have  been  ftrewed  over  the 
country,  without  the  aid  of  man. 
To  what  an  extent  of  cultivation 
may  not  this  lead  !  There  will  be 
no  rifk  or  difadvantage  attending 
the  experiment;  and  it  certainly 
deferves  encouragement, 
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Singular  Letter  of  Henry  Vllt.  to  a 
Mrs.  Coward,  widow,  of  South¬ 
ampton.  From  the  firfi  volume  of 
Lodge’s  llluf  rations  of  Britijh 
Hid  or  y,  Biography,  and  Manners,  in 
the  Reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  Edward 
VI.  Mary ,  Elizabeth,  and  fames  I, 

Dere  and  welbelovid, 

t(  \  X  7  ^  gret  y°w  well  >  leetynge 
\  V  yow  know  owre  trufty  and 
welbelovid  srvaunt  Wyllyam  Sy- 
jnonds,  one  of  the  fewers  of  owr 
chamber,  hath  fhewid  unto  us  that 
for  the  womanly  dyfpofyfyon,  good 
&  vertus  behaviour.  Sc  other  com- 
jnendabull  vertevves,  whiche  he  hath 
not  only  hard  reportyd,  but  allfo 
fenne  and  phievid  in  yow  himfelfe, 
at  his  lalt  being  in  thos  p^tyes,  he 
hath  fett  his  harte  and  mynde  that 
be  is  very  defyras  to  lionowr  yow 
by  way  of  maryage  before  all  other 
creatures  livinge  ;  and  for  the  ad- 
monyfhment  of  this  his  good  and 
lawdible  porpos  he  hath  made  hum¬ 
ble  fewitte  unto  us  to  writt  unto 
yowe,  and  others,  yowre  lovinge 
fryndes,  in  his  favor.  We,  coniy- 
deyynge  owr  saide  shwaunte’s  co- 
mendable  requeues,  his  honed  con- 
verfatyonne,  and  other  manyfold 
vertuis;  wl  allfo  the  trew  and  faythe- 
full  s’vis  hertofore  many  fondery 
ways  don  unto  us,  as  well  in  our 
warres  as  otherwife,  and  that  he 
dayly  doith  about  owr  p'fonue,  for 


owr  fynguler  ccntentafyon  and  plea* 
fure ;  for  the  whiche  we  affewre 
yow  we  do  tendre  his  pvyfyonne 
accordyngly  well,  and  defyre  yow, 
at  the  contemplacyon  of  thefe  owre 
leatters,  to  be  of  lyke  benivolent 
mynde  towards  owr  fayde  s'vaunt, 
in  fuche  wide  that  matrymony,  to 
Gede’s  pleafure,  may  fhortly  be  fo- 
lempnifyd  betwene  yow  bothe ; 
wherby,  in  owre  opynyon,  yow  fhall 
not  only  do  the  thyng  to  the  fyngu- 
lar  comfort  of  yow  both  in  tyme  to 
come,  but,  by  yowre  fo  doing,  yow 
may  affewer  yow,  in  all  the  cawfesj 
reafonable  of  yow  or  any  yowre 
frynds  to  be  purfuyd  unto  us  by 
owre  fervaunt  herafter,  ye  fhall  have 
us  good  and  gracius  Lord  to  yow 
bothe.  And,  to  the  intent  that  ye 
fhall  geve  unto  thys  owre  defyre  the 
more  faythful  credence,  we  do  fend 
yow  her  inclofed  a  tokenne,  pray* 
inge  yow  to  intender  the  matter  ac¬ 
cordingly.” 

-**• - — - -T - - - - 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Sujfex  t9 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  upon  the  f  ibjedl 
of  her  propofed  marriage  with  Mon  - 
feur ,  brother  to  the  King  of  France . 
From  the  fecond  -volume  of  the  fame* 

u  It  rnaye  pleafe  yor  mofte  excellent  Mate» 

*f  T  7  P  O  N  Tuefdaye  lafte  in  the 
1  J  mornyng,  abowte  vii  of  the 

sloske. 
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clocke,  Monsp  de  QuyfTye  came  he- 
ther  to  me;  &  told  me  that  heryng, 
as  he  was  to  paffe  thorowgh  Lon¬ 
don,  I  was  come  hether  from  the 
Corte,  he  vvowld  acquaynt  me  w*A 
his  negotyatyon  ;  for  that  he  dowt- 
ed  that  the  meU'enger  fent  from  Mr 
Walfyngham,  fens  his  conTyng  from 
Monar,  was  not  come  to  yor  Mar* 
before  my  conTyng  from  the  Corte. 
The  fubftance  of  his  fpeche  confyft- 
ed  upon  two  partes ;  the  one,  that 
Monsr  delte  wth  fuche  finceryte  in 
the  mattr  of  the  marryage  as  it 
refled  in  yor  M.d*  to  dyredle  of 
him  therin  as  fhowld  pleafe  your- 
felf;  the  other,  that  he  wowld  be 
dyredled  by  yor  Mate  in  his  aftyons 
in  the  Lowe  Contryes;  hopyng 
that  in  bothe  thefe  yor  Ma‘*  wowld 
have  fuche  refpedte  to  Ids  honor  Sc 
flate  as  the  gret  afFedtyon  wch  he 
ba  re  to  yot  parfone  did  deferve. 
He  made  a  longe  dyfcorfe  of  the 
hard  dealyngs  that  had  bene  dy- 
vers  tymes  ufed  towards  Monsr  in 
Fraunce ;  &  of  the  jealoufyes  that 
from  tyme  to  tyme  were  put  into 
the  heads  of  his  mother,  &  brother, 
by  pTonages  of  greate  qualyte,  that 
fowght  ther  owne  gretenes  by  his 
hynderaunce  :  He  alfo  declared  that 
Monsr  by  thefe  occafons  was  ne- 
ceflaryly  deteyned  from  Ihewyng 
himfelf  to  be  himfelf ;  but,  beyng 
nowe  in  .  free  place,  &  at  his  full 
lybertye,  he  wowld  make  his  va- 
lewe  Sc  refolute  mynde  knowen  to 
all  the  wordell :  Si  fo  concluded 
howe  neceffary  it  was  for  him  to 
feke  g'retnes  abrode,  to  ccTtynew 
therby  his  gretnes  &  fuerty  at  home; 
and  therfore  was  come  into  the 
Lowe  Contryes  to  be  dyredted  holly 
by  yor  Mate,  wher  he  myght  re- 
ceyve.  Sc  followe  yor  dyredlyons, 
wthowte  the  flaye  or  lette  of  eny 
©ther  {Tfone,  wch  he  wowld  do  wth 
Vol.  XXXIII, 


as  greate  fyncerytc  as  cowld  be  re- 
quyred.  He  did  not  dyreclly  laye 
that  Monsr  looked  to  be  made 
greate,  ether  by  his  marryage  \vth 
you,  or  by  his  adlyons  in  the  Lowe 
Contrcyes,  but  fuerly  his  hole  dyf- 
courfe  was  oftentymes  intermyn- 
gled  wth  fuche  fpeches  as  I  myght 
fertenly  gather  that  Monfyer’s  mea- 
nyng  was  to  be  greate  by  the  one 
of  thefe  meanes,  or  by  bothe ;  Sc 
that  it  were  a  dyfhonor  to  him,  and 
a  perryll,  to  lacke  bothe.  Sc  fo  re- 
turne  home  worfie  then  he  came 
forthe.  This  was  the  fubilance  of 
his  fpeche  to  me,  vv6h  I  thowght  my 
dewty  to  declare  to  yor  Mate  as 
briefly  as  I  cowld :  And  nowe,  re- 
mcTryng  yor  Mat>s  plefuer  to  be 
that  upon  all  occafyons  I  fhowld  be 
bold  to  wryte  to  you  my  opynyon, 
I  thowght  it  my  dewty  upon  this 
occafyon  to  wryte  fumwhat,  humbly 
befeching  yor  Mate  to  accepte  my 
playne  &  trewe  meanyng  therin. 

To  enter  in  to  this  mattr  I  niufle 
fyrlle  laye  this  foundatyon,  wch  I 
thynk  to  be  as  fuer  as  man  can  laye ; 
that  Monsr  hathe  determyned  to 
feeke  to  make  himfelf  greate,  ether 
by  the  marryage  of  yor  Mate,  or- by 
the  pofTefTyng  of  the  Lowe  Con- 
treyes,  or  by  bothe ;  Sc  that  the 
Frenche  K.  &  Mother,  to  dely- 
ver  him  owte  of  Fraunce,  wyll,  by 
all  the  poflybell  meanes  they  m-iye, 
helpe  to  further  and  advaunce  hia 
gretenes  in  this  forte,  for  ther  owne 
benefyte,  quyett,  and  fuertye,  Sc 
the  avoydyng  of  all  fyers,  trobells. 
Sc  perrells,  at  home  :  And  yf  Monsr# 
by  yor  Ma.  be  putt  from  his  hope 
in  bothe  thefe,  8c  no  fuer  peace 
ccTcluded  betwene  the  K.  of  Spayne 
Sc  the  Stats,  then  wyll  he  torne 
over  all  his  forces  to  ayde  Don 
John,  Sc  feeke  his  gretenes  &  fuerty 
by  martyail  adtyons  that  waye,  & 
H  by 
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by  the  fi'endfhip  of  the  K-.  of  Spayne, 
rather  them  \vth  dyfhonor  and  per- 
rell  to  returne  home  in  worffe  cafe 
then  he  came  forthe  ;  wherin,  alfo, 
or  in  eny  other  adlyon  abrode,  ther 
is  no  dowte  but  his  mother  Sc  bro¬ 
ther  wyll  further  him  what  they 
maye,to  kepehim  occupyed  abrode, 
&  therhy  to  avoyde  the  perrells  at 
home.  Thefe  foundatyons  being 
thus  layed,  it  is  fete  to  confyder  of 
the  conCodytes  Sc  incorn  odytes  of 
every  of  them  ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  die 
marryage  ;  of  the  alyenatyon  of  the 
Lowe  Contreyes:  &  of  the  Frenche 
affyftyng  of  Don  John. 

Toching  the  marryage  (yf  yor 
Ma£e  in  yor  owne  harte  can  lyk  of 
it,  \vch  J  leave  to  God  &  you)  I 
find  thefe  comodyt'es  to  followc. 
Yor  allyance  \vth  the  hovvfe  of 
Fraunce;  wherby  (befyds  all  lykly- 
hod  that  the  French  Iv.  wyll  not 
attempt  eny  thyng  to  the  preju- 
dyce  of  you  Sc  his  brother)  you 
ihalbe  allured,  by  yor  felf  Sc  yor 
hufband,  to  have  fuche  a  p'.tye  lii 
Fraunce  as  the  Frenche  K.  fhall  not' 
be  habell,.  nor  fhall  not  dare,  to 
attempt  dy  recti  y  or  indyre&fy  eny 
thyng  ageynft  you.  You  fhall,  by 
yor  felfe.  Sc  yor  hulband,  be  habell 
to  affuer  the  Protedants  of  Fraunce 
-from  perrell  of  maffacre  by  the  Pa- 
pvlVs,  &  the  K.  from  eny  peryloufe 
a&yon  by  them ;  Sc  fo,  by  yor 
means,  kepe  the  K.  &  his  pepell  in 
unyte  Sc  Chryftyen  peace.  You 
fhall  take  awaye.  Sc  fuppreffe,  all 
pra.&yfe  for  ccfpetytyon  *,  for  Po¬ 
pery,  or  any  other  fepytyoufe  caufe, 
at  home  or  abrode  ;  Sc  fo  fhall,  at 
home  &  abrode^  adder  ycr  pTon, 
Sc  yor  date,  from  all  perrells  that 
by  marine’s  judgment  myght  growe 
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eny  waves  to  you  by  Fraunce.  Y*o© 
fli all,  alfo,  by  the  helpe.  of  yor  hud, 
band,  be  habell  to  compel!  the  K, 
of  Spayne  to  take  reafonabell  cody- 
tyons  of  his  fubjedls  in  the  Lowe 
Contryes,  Sc  the  dats  to  take  rea- 
fonabeil  ccTdytyons  of  ther  K.  fo  as 
he  may  have  that  which  before  God 
&  man  dothe  juftely  belong  to  him, 
&  they  may  enjpye  ther  Jybertyes, 
fredomes,  &  all  other  thynges  that 
is  feete  for  ther  quyett  Sc  fuertye* 
in  bodyes,  goods,  coTcyences,  Sc 
lyves;  wherby  you  fhall  avoyde 
grete  effufyon  of  cryftyen  blodd. 
Sc  fhall  have  the  honor  &  reward, 
dewe  in  this  worded  Sc  by  God,  to 
fo  gracyoufe,  godly.  Sc  cryftyen 
actyons  :  And  herevCh,  for  the  more 
fuerty  of  all  pTones  Sc  mattrs,  yoc 
felfe  maye  have  in  vor  owne  hands 
fome  marytyme  phe,  to  be  by  you 
kepte,  at  the  charge  of  the  K.  of 
Spayne;  Sc  yor  hufband  maye  have 
fome  frontyer  towr.es  in  lyke  forte  ; 
Sc  bothe  to  be  ccftynued  for  iucli  a 
nomber  of  yere$  as  may  bryng  a 
fettelyng  of  fuerty  to  all  refpefb  } 
by  wch  meanes  ypu  fiiall  alfo  be 
delyvered  from  perrells,  at  home- 
Sc  abrode,  that  maye  growe  from 
the  K.  of  Spayne ;  and  yf  you  lyk© 
not  of  this  code  in  dealyng  for  the 
Lowe  Contryes,  you  may  joyne 
vvth  yor  hulhand,  Sc  fo,  betvvene 
you,  attempte  to  poffelie  the  hole 
Lowe  Contryes,  Sc  drawe  the  fame 
to  the  Crowne  of  England  yf  you 
have  eny  chyld  by  him  ;  or,  if  you 
have  none,  to  devyde  them  betwene 
the  realmes  of  England  Sc  Fraunce 
as  fhalbe  metteft  for  ether;  but,  to; 
be  playne  \vth  ycr  Ma:e,  I  do  not 
thynk  this  corfte  to  be  fojufte,  fo 
godly,  fo  honorabcll,  nor,  when  it; 


*_  Competition  for  the  fuccefHon  to  the  crown  of  En 
tenders  cf  the  Queen  of  Scots. 
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h  loked  into  the  bottome,  fo  fuer 
for  you  and  your  date  as  the  other, 
although  at  the  firft  fyght  it  do 
fThaps  carrye  in  Ihewe  fome  plau- 
fybylyte.  It  is  alfo  mode  lykly,  & 
a  mattr  certenly  to  be  expected, 
that  yf  God  wyll  enclyne  yor  hart 
to  marryage,  he  will  alfo  blyfle  you 
wth  chyldren;  wherby  bothe  you, 
for  yor  tyme,  lhalbe  fetteled  in  the 
chayer  of  fuerty,  &  all  mattrs  that 
myghte  be  kyndeled  by  myfchevous 
fyers  lhall  go  awaye  in  the  fmoke, 
et  erunt .  cogitationes  malorum  Jicut 
fomnia ;  and,  by  the  leavyng  behynd 
you  of  a  fuccedor  of  yor  owne 
bodye,  you  fhall  leave  fuerty  & 
quyett  to  yor  realme;  you  fhall 
avoyde  Chrydyen  blodlhed,  lyke  to 
growe  to  cyvyle  warres ;  you  fhall 
dylburden  yor  confcyence;  you  (hall 
feceyve  at  God’s  hand  yor  jufte  de- 
ferte  for  fo  godly  a  care ;  and  yor 
fame  fhall  ejctende  upon  the  erthe : 
So  as,  to  be  Ihorte,  by  yo*  marryage 
you  lhall  ’gyve  lavye  to  Frau  nee, 
Spayne,  the  Lowe  Contryes,  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  Sc,  in  efFedl,  to  all 
Crydendome ;  you  lhall  fettell  yo^ 
date  fuerly  at  home ;  you  lhalbe 
(Irongly  frended  abrode ;  you  lhalbe 
in  edymatyOn  over  all  the  wordell ; 
you  lhall  have  a  hulband  as  a  fer- 
vant,  &  defender  of  all  yor  cawfes 
prefent ;  you  lhalbe  lyke  to  have  a 
chylde  that  flialbe  fered  to  be  a  re¬ 
venge  heraftr  of  all  yor  injury es, 
■Sc  to  fettell  yor  kyngdome  in  yor 
poderyte ;  you  dialbe  lyke  a  fef- 
pent  in  the  fyght  of  the  evell,  & 
lyke  a  dove  in  the  fyght  of  the 
good ;  you  lhalbe  the  peace  maker 
to  all  Crydendome;  yor  fame  lhall 
excede  all  other  Prynces  that  ever 
wer  in  Europe ;  and  God  wyll  blyQe 
you,  as  his  owne  chofen  veflell, 
bothe  in  this  wordell  Sc  in  the 
wojdeli  to  come ;  wch  be  the  co- 


modytes  that  be  lyke  to  growe  by 
yor  marryage  at  this  pYent.  The 
inconfodytes  wch  may  growe  for 
lacke  of  yor  marryage  be  fettede 
to  be  lefte  to  be  by  yor  Mate  con- 
fyderedby  ther  contraryes ;  wherby, 
&  by  the  knowleg  of  yor  owne 
harte,  you  maye  bettr  judge  of 
them;  and  be  luche  as  my  harte 
trembleth  to  thynk  of  them,  and 
I  pray  God  I  never  lyve  to  fee 
them. 

The  incomodytes,  dangers,  and 
dyffycultes,  that  have  been  reme"- 
bred,  myght  growe  by  yor  marryage 
be  thefe. 

1.  Your  owne  mydyke  to  mar- 
ryage,  wcl*  myght  brede  a  dyfeon- 
tented  lyfe  heraftr. 

2.  The  dyftyculte  of  the  choyfe 
of  a  pTone  that  myght  in  all  re- 
fpedts  content  yor  mynde. 

3.  The  danger  that  a  forren 
Pry  nee  myght,  wth  tyme,  &  by  de¬ 
grees,  brynge  this  realme  to  his 
own  pofiedyon,  beyng  yo*  hulband. 

4..  The  danger  that  if  yor  huf- 
band  Ihowld  come  to  be  a  Kyng  of 
a  forren  countrye,  necofiyte  wowld 
call  hym  to  his  owne  from  yor  *,  Sc 
kepe  you  in  yor  owne  from  him ; 
&  lb,  by  abfens,  the  comfort  expec¬ 
ted  by  marryage  Ihowld  lacke. 

5.  The  danger  that  if  you  Ihowld 
have  but  one  fonne  by  him,  he 
Ihowld  be  ayer  to  bothe  Kyngdomes ; 
Sc  then  would  be  himfelf  in  the 
gretted,  &  rule  the  other  by  a  Vyz- 
roy,  vvth  England  can  not  bere. 

6.  The  dydyculte  of  relygyon. 

7.  The  charge  that  Ihowld  growe 
to  the  realme  by  the  mayntenance 
cf  yor  hufband. 

8.  The  generall  mydyke  that  In- 
glylhe  men  have  to  be  gov' ned  by 
a  dranger. 

9.  The  danger  of  yor  pTone  yf 
yor  hulband  Ihowld  but  fraudulently 

H  z  ~  feeke 
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feeke  you  fyrft,  to  poflefle,  by  trea- 
fon,  another  after. 

To  all  which  fuche  awenfuer* 
have  alio  bene  remembred  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

The  fyrfte  &  fecond  receyve  not 
the  councell  of  others,  but  muflc  be 
dy  reded  by  yor  felfe  ;  wherby  you 
be  to  followe  only  the  councell  of 
yor  ovvne  harte,  wherunto  all  men 
muft  leave  you  ;  for  it  is  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  yor  owne  harte  that  may 
tnake  that  ill  to  you  wcl*  no  other 
can  faye  to  be  but  good  of  it  felf,  yf 
yor  harte  can  lyke  of  it. 

The  thyrd  is  a  perrell  that  mufle 
have  a  longe  tyme  of  dryfte  er  it 
can  come  to  paffe ;  &  in  dede  can 
never  take  effed  yf  God  take  not 
all  fences  away,  bothe  from  you 
and  all  the  flats  of  yor  realme ;  Sc 
therfor  a  perrell  in  talke  but  no 
perreli  in  mattr,  as  appered  by 
the  K.  of  Spayne  marryed  to 
Marye. 

The  forthe  is  not  yet  in  this  man, 
nether  dothe  eny  man  knowe  that 
it  ever  fhalbe;  &  therfor  no  perrell, 
but  accydentall ;  But,  if  it  did  falle 
owte  in  dede  that  he  fhowld  be  a 
K.  of  himfelfe.  Sc  therby  his  owne 
contreye  requyre  his  prefence,  & 
yor  contreye  requyre  yor  prefence, 
yet  it  is  not  therfor  neceflary  that 
you  fhowld  be  alwayes  abfent  the 
one  from  the  other;  for,  as  by  the 
amyte  of  bothe  kyngdomes  bothe 
•  fhall  remayn  in  the  grettr  fuerty,  fo, 
by  that  occafyon,  Sc  the  vycvnyte 
of  them,  you  may  have  the  bettr 
taufe  to  be  often  together  vvth 
owte  danger  to  ether  of  you;  as 
appered  by  K.  Phyllip,  who  came 
divers  tymes  to  Marye,  Si  re- 
ciavned  wth  her  certen  monethes, 
even  in  his  gretted  tymes  of  warre 
the  F renche  Ryng. 

The  v|h  femethe  rather  to  brvng 


honor  than  perrell,  &  yet  it  is  but  a 
fuppofytyon.  Sc  no  mattr  certen ; 
for  it  is  a  hard  cafe  to  make  an 
aflignment  that  you  fhall  have  a 
chyld,  &  but  an  only  chyld ;  and 
yet,  yf  it  fhowld  fo  falle  owte,  an 
Inglyfhe  man  borne  in  England,  Se 
Kynge  therof  (borne  in  his  owne 
realme)  fhowld  alfo  be  K.  of 
Fraunce,  as  hertofore  wth  grete  ho¬ 
nor  hathe  bene ;  Sc  it  fhowld  not 
be  that  a  Frenche  man  borne  is 
Fraunce,  K.  therof,  fhowld  alfo  be 
K.  of  England,  wch  never  was  be-, 
fore ;  Sc  fo,  reducyng  this  mattr  to 
the  exampell  that  hathe  bene,  it 
wylbe  honor,  &  not  perrell,  that 
fhall  growe  therby. 

The  vith  hath  allwayes  bene 
awenfuered,  that  the  exereyfe  of  his 
relygyon  fhowld,  fo  longe  as  he 
fhowld  coky new  it,  be  pryvate  to 
himfelf,  &  a  few  of  his  owne  na- 
tyon,  w*howte  admyttyng  eny  Ing- 
lyfheman  to  it ;  Sc  he  fhowld  alfo  ac¬ 
company  you  to  the  exereyfe  of 
ycr  relygyomin  convenyent  tymes; 
v.*h  can  brynge  no  perrell  to  yor 
pTone,  or  date;  nor  hathe  bene 
thowght  fo  intolferabell  as  it  ihowld 
breake  y*  marryage,  but  only  by 
fuche  as  pyked  quarrell  rather  to 
yor  marryage  then  to  relygyon, 
wherof  the  wordell  hathe  had  good 
proofs. 

The  vnth  fhall  rather  brynge 
gayne  then  charge ;  for  he  hathe 
a  grete  patrymony  of  his  owne  t» 
fpend  hare  :  the  exampell  apperethe 
by  K.  Phillyp. 

The  vmth  dothe  not  carry  a 
trewthe ;  for  the  realme  is  to  be 
governed  as  it  was  before.  Sc  fo 
was  in  the  tyme  of  K.  Phyllip;  Sc 
then  the  pepell  fhall  hare  no  caufe 
to  myflyke,  but  rather  a  grete  cawfe 
of  lykyng  ;  when  bothe  yor  pTone, 
yor  realme,  and  all  yoT  pepell,  fhall 

by 
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by,  this  means  be  allured  from  all 
dangers. 

The  ixth  enferethe  a  treafonabell 
dealyng,  not  to  be  thought  of  by 
a  Cryftyen  Prynce,  much  leffe  to  be 
executed;  &  it  carryethe  no  rea- 
fonabell  fence  wth  it,  that  a  Cryf¬ 
tyen  Prynce,  poffeffed  of  yor  godly, 
vertuoufc,  wife,  bewtyfull,  Sc  pere- 
lelfe  pTone,  &  of  all  ycf  kyng- 
domes  therwth,  fhowld  have  in  his 
harte  to  be  by  treafone  delyvered 
of  you,  &  that  he  hathe  by  you,  to 
feeke  to  gett  the  fame  ageyne  by 
another  phone  fo  farre  inieryor  to 
you;  and  therfor  of  a  Cryftyen 
Prynce  I  dare  not  have  eny  fuche 
thought,  Sc  he  that  thynkethe  of 
this  can  thynk  of  eny  thyng  that 
he  thynkethe  can  hynder  yor  mar¬ 
ry  age  :  and  fo  I  leave  to  yor  Male 
to  coTyder,  at  yor  plefuer,  of  the 
comodytes  &  incomodytes  of  yor 
marryage.  Sc  of  the  incomodytes 
that  be  lyke  to  come  yf  you  marrye 
not. 

Tochyng  the  alyenatyng  of  the 
Lowe  Contryes  to  the  Frenche,  the 
incomodytes  be  thefe.  The  unyt- 
yng  of  the  hole  into  one  Prynce’s 
hands,  \vch  beyng  devyded,  ether 
p'tye  hathe  bene  habell  to  mate  he 
the  other,  &  fo,  by  ther  devyfyon, 
the  realme  of  England  hathe  never 
lacked  a  frend  of  the  one;  wch 
hathe  bene  a  pryncypall  ftaye.  Sc 
fuertye  to  England;  &  byamytyng 
of  bothe  wylbe  a  manyfefte,  &  pre- 
fent,  danger,  &  perrell.  The  grete 
forces,  bothe  fyy  land  Sc  fea,  that  the 
Frenche  fhall  have  when  they  fhall 
pofiefTe  both;  wherby  the  Frenche 
may  attempt  what  they  wyll,  & 
fhall  have  power  to  execute  ther 
wyll.  The  grete  danger  that  may 
growe  to  all  Europe  by  the  gretenes 
of  the  Frenche.  The  perrell  that 
may  growe  in  jftyculer  to  yor 


Mata  by  the  Frenche  mayntenance' 
of  ccTpetytyon,  Popery,  faftyon,  & 
other  cyvyle  devyfyons  wthin  the 
realme,  &  by  \vc'  drawyng  of  Scot¬ 
land  from  yor  Matc’8  devotyon. 
The  dyfturbyng  of  all  yor  traffyck; 
Sc  impofyng  therupon  of  all  taxes, 
at  the  plefuer  of  the  Frenche.  The 
ftoppe  of  vent  of  all  yor  inward 
comodytes,  &c  the  maytneynyng  of 
yoT  pepell  that  fhall  iacke  woork. 
The  bryngyng  of  the  realme  into  a 
p^petuall  fervytude  of  trybute,  or 
other  vvorffe  matter.  Wch  dyico- 
rndklytes,  howe  they  may  be  en- 
contred  wth  eny  one  conrTodyte  I  do 
not  fee. 

By  the  joynyng  of  Monsr  to  Don 
John,  Sc  no  fuer  peace  concluded 
betwene  the  K.  of  Spayne  Sc  the 
States,  I  fee  no  corrTodyte  to  growe, 
but  thefe  inconTodytes  manyfcltly  to 
enfue.  Ether  the  hole  fupprefiyng 
of  the  Lowe  Contryes  by  the  Spa- 
nyfhe  tyrannye.  Sc  therby  yor  iVlate 
to  be  fubjefl  to  meny  of  the  perrells 
before  repeted  in  the  cafe  of  Fra;  ce, 
bothe  for  yor  phone,  realme,  and 
traffyck,  or  eis  yor  Mate  to  make 
yorfelfe  the  hedd  of  the  war  re.  Sc 
fo  to  enter  into  that  \vcS  my  fym7 
pell  hedd  feethe  no  poflybylyte 
for  you  to  mayntene,  nor  knowethe 
no  waye  howe  to  brynge  you  owte 
of  it ;  wch  two  generaly.es  have  fo 
manv  ptyculer  perrells  dependyng 
on  them,  as  nether  I  can  thynke  of 
all,  nether  is  it  fete  (for  tedyouf- 
nes)  to  troble  you  wth  thofe  I 
thynk  of,  feyng  yor  Mate  dothe 
bettr  know  them.  Sc  can  depelyer 
judge  of  them,  then  I  can  thynk. 
What  maye  be  don  to  procure  a 
fuer  peace  betwene  the  K.  &  the 
Stats  I  knowe  not ;  feyng  1  fee 
fuche  dyffydence  on  bothe  fydes. 
Sc  no  lyktlyhoci  that  the  Stats  wyll 
ether  yeld.  to  reafonabell  ccTdy- 

H  3  tyons. 
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tyons,  or  have  eny  dyfpofytyon  to 
eny  reafonabell  peace  :  But,  yf  ther 
itoyght  be  fuche  a  peace  made  as  in 
honor,  trewthe,  jullyce,  Sc  confcy- 
ence,  wer  fete  bothe  for  the  K«  & 
the  lubjeds,  before  God  Sc  man. 
Sc  fuftycyent  affurance  of  the  co'- 
tynuanCe  therof,  then  do  I  fuerly 
thynk  that  meny  of  the  perfells  be¬ 
fore  reherfed  myght  be  avoyded 
for  the  tyme ;  but  yf ’  no  fuche 
peace  be  made,  then,  of  neceffyte* 
the  Stats,  beyng  not  habell  to  de¬ 
fend  them  felfs,  mufte  cafte  them- 
felfs  ether  into  yor  defence,  or  into 
the  defence  of  Fraunce;  wherupon 
depend  the  perrells  before  wryt- 
ten.  ' 

Thus  have  I  bene  bold  to  tooche, 
at  this  tyme,  fuche  mattrs  as  trewe 
Sc  faythefull  dewty  do  bynd  me  to 
put  yor  Ma"  in  remembraunce  of : 
Mofte  humbly  befechyng  yor  Mate 
that  (feing  it  is  novve  tyme,  &  more 
than  tyme,  that  all  men  fhowld 
jhake  off  pfyculer  refpeds,  Sc  yeld 
them  felfs  holly  to  that  wch  is  belle 
for  yor  srvyce,  the  fuerty  of  yor 
pYone,  Sc  the  benefyte  of  yor 
realme)  you  wyll  pTdone  me  at  this 
pfent  for  the  delyveryng  to  you 
by  wrytyng  that  weh  in  fubflance  I 
have  often  before  fpoken  ;  Sc,  hav- 
yng  by  abfens  the  comodyte  of 
fpeche  taken  from  me,  am  forced, 
for  the  faytheful  dyfcharge  of  my 
devvtye,  to  delyver  it  in  wrytyng; 
with  my  moll  humbell  prayer  to 
God  that  he  maye  longe  pferve  yor 
Mate  to  yor  owne  hart’s  contenta- 
tyon,  Sc  to  put  into  yor  ha.rt  to  do 
that  \vch  lhalbe  mofle  for  his  glorye. 
Sc  for  yor  Ma1’3  honor  Sc  luerty. 
From  Barmonfey,  the  xxvmth  of 
Auguft,  1578. 


SISTER,  1791. 

Yor  Mal’s  moll  humbell  &  faythe 
full  fubjede  Sc  fervant,  *  *  $ 

41  *  *  T.  Sussex. 
To  the  Quene’smofte  7  , .  -  *  , . 

-excelente  Majeftye.  j 


The  Earl  of  Leicefter’s  remarks  upon 
‘  the  majfacre  on  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Day,  in  a  Letter  to  the '  Earl  of 
Shrewlbury. '  Fruit  the  fame . 

My  good  L. 

Dowbt  riot  but  you  have  byn 
ad-vtifed  at  large  of  the  trage- 
call  newes  out  of  Fraunce*  woh  have 
byn  ufed  wl  yl  cruelltye  that  I 
think  no  Chriftian  fynce  the  hea¬ 
then  tyme  hath  hard'  of  the  Jyke ; 
and  the  more  horryble  ys  yt  for 
that  hit  femes  hit  ys  donne  w*  the 
confent  of  that  Prince  who  had 
geven  his  fayth,  and  layd  his  honor 
in  pledge,  for  the  contrary  before ; 
but  the  lame  God  that  hath  fuffred 
this  punylhme' t  to  his  people  for 
their  owen  fynnes,  wyll  finde  tyme 
to  revenge  yt  uppon  his  enymyes 
for  his  owen  caufe’  fake.  God  de¬ 
fend  or  Mrs  from  the  hidden  prac- 
tiles  leyd  for  her  among  thefe  open 
fads  comytted  f©  nerely  to  toch 
her ;  for  ihe  is  the  fountayne  &  ye 
well  fprynge-  of  y®.  greefes  that 
procurech  this  mallyce,.  and  though 
others  fmarte,  yet .  Ihe  is  the  marke 
they  Ihute  at ;  *  Sc  fo  mull  lhe 
thynky  &  accordingly  mull  lhe  pro- 
vyde,  or  ells  all  wyll  be  naught. 
But  my  trull  ys  that  the  fame- Lord 
that  hath  all  this  while  pferved  her 
wyll  alfo  put  into  her  hart  to  ;do 
that  wch,  lhalbe  bell  for  her  owen 
and  her  people’s  faftye :  And  fo, 
leaving  now  further  to  trowble  yor 


*  Meaning,  no  doubt,  that  the  perfection  of  the  Protellants  in  France  was 
owing  to  Elizabeth's  co$dancy  in  thier  perfuafion.  „  _  ,  * 
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k.  knowing  you  ar  pTently  adv'- 
tifed  of  all  fuch  matters  as  are 
worthe  the  fending,  I  vvyll  byd  yor 
L.  molt  hartely  fare  well,  w*  lyke 
confendac.  to  yor  L.  &  my  good 
Lady.  At  Woodftock  this  vm  of 
Sept. 

Yor  L.’  alhured  frend  &  coufen. 

R. Leycesteu. 

<-* - -  ■  -■  - - - - — - * - 

Ext  rati  from  a  fpirited  Letter  written 
by  the  Earl  of  SufTex  to  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Cecil.  From  the  fame. 

I  WAS  firile  a  l-ieuteiTte ;  I  was 
after  little  better  then  a  matfhab; 
f  had  then  nothing  left  to  me  but 
to  direft  hanging  matters  (in  the 
5neane  tyme  all  was  difpofed  that  Was 
wthin  my  comiffion)  and  novve  lame 
Offered  to  be  madea  Shreif’s  bay ly 
"to  deliver  over  poffefiions.  Blame 
me  not,  good  MT  Secretarie,  though 
tny  pen  utter  fumwhat  of  that  fwell 
in  my  ftomake,  for  I  fee  I  ame 
kepte  but  for  a  brome,  and  when  I 
have  done  my  ofike  to  be  throwen 
owt  of  the  dore.  I  ame  the  frit 
nobel  man  hathe  ben  thus  ufed. 
Trewe  fervice  deferveth  honor  and 
eredite,  and  not  reproche  and  open 
defaming ;  but,  feeing  the  one  is 
ever  delivered  to  me  in  ftede  of -the 
ether,  I  mull:  leave  to  ferve,  or  lofe 
my  honor;  w€h,  being  con  tine  wed 
fo  long  in  my  howfe,  I  wolde  be 
lothe  fhoolde  take  blemifhe  wth  me. 
Thefe  matters  I  knowe  procede  not 
from  lacke  of  good  and  honorable 
meaning  in  the  Qd  Mate  towards 
me,  nor  from  lacke  of  dewte  and 
trewthe  in  me  towards  her,  vvch 
grevethe  me  the  more ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  feing  I  ihafbe  itill  a  camelyon, 
and  yelde  no  other  fhevve  then  as  it 
lhall  pleafe  others 'to  give  the  coul- 
ler,  1  will  content  myfelf  to  live  a 


private  Iyfe.  Gcd  fend  her  Matc 
others  that  meane  as  well  as  1  have 
done ;  and  fo  I  commit  you  to  th* 
Almightie. 


Curious  paper,  in  titled,  tk  A  Brecfe  of 
“  fitche  Beafons  and  Conjectures 
“  which  caufed  7tiany  to  fuppoje  his 
“  Honor  ( the  Earl  of  Derby)  to 
“  bee  bewytebed.”  From  the  third 
volume  of  the  j'ame. 

1.  Thnrfday  nighte,  beeinge 

Vy  the  4  of  April!,  1594,  his 
Honor  cryed  fodenly  in  his  fleepey 
itarted  oute  of  his  b?dd,  fought  his 
Ladie,  whome  hee  thoughte  in  a 
dream*  to  be  deade. 

ft:.  On  Fry  day,  in  his  chamber  at 
Knovvlley,  aboute  6  of  clocke  at 
nighte,  there  appeared  a  man,  talle, 
as  hee  thoughte,  who  twife  c  rolled 
him  fvvyftly,  and  when  hee  Came  to 
the  place  where  hee  javye  him,  hee 
fell  fycke. 

.3.  The  fame  nighte  he  dreamed 
that  hee  was  (tabbed  to  the  harte, 
and  wounded  in  many  other  places 
of  his  boddy. 

4.  There  was  found  in  my  Lo.*  > 
chamber,  by  one  Mr  Hallfali,  an 
ymage  of  waxe,  wth  a  haire  dravvne 
throughe  the  belly  thereof,  as  hee 
reported  upon  his  oathe. 

5.  One  }ane  a  wytche,  demand¬ 
ed  of  one  Mr  Gcwleborne,  his  Ho¬ 
nor’s  Secretarie,  whether  my  Lo, 
felte  no  payne  in  his  lower  p  tes, 
and  whether  as  yet  hee  made  any 
water  ;  and  at  that  very  tyme,  as  yt 
vs  thoughte,  his  Honor’s  water 
ltayed. 

6.  All  phificke  wroughte  well, 
and  yett  he  had  no  eafe;  his  dif- 
eafes  were  many,  and  his  vomitts 
violente,  and  yet  his  pulfe  ever  re¬ 
may  ned  good  and  pTefte. 

H  4 
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7.  Hee  himfelfb  in  all  the  tyme 
of  f  ck  cryed  hee  was  bewytched. 

8.  Hce  tell  into  a  trance  twife, 
not  able  to  ftir  head,  hand,  or  foote, 
when  he  ihould  have  taken  phy- 
£cke. 

9  In  the  ende  hee  cryed  oute 
again  tie  wytches  and  wytchcraft, 
repoiinge  his  only  hope  of  falvation 
uppon  the  meriits  of  his  Blefled  Sa¬ 
vior. 

10.  One  of  the  wytches  havinge 
fayde  well  the  horde's  Prayer,  and 
beei  ge  inforfed  to  calle  uppop  the 
name  of  jeius,  that  yf  llie  had  be- 
wytehed  his  Honor  fhe  might  not 
bee  able  to  iaye  yt,  againe  before 
the  examiners  (hee  fayd  all  well, 
till  Hie  came  to  Dimitte  nobis  debita 
nojh  a.  w6fc  by  no  meanes  fhe  could 
iaye  or  repeats,  althoughc  yt  was 
often  reherfed  to  her. 


Clbc  tc*y  of  a  fpeech  delivered  to  ^ueen 
Elizabeth  at  her  departure  from 
Harvile,  the  Lord  Keeper's  Htufe , 
Auguft  1602.  From  the  fame . 

P l  a  c  t ,  attired  in  black,  gives  the 
Quelh  e  this  at  farewell. 

Sweete  Maci*, 

E  pleafed  to  looke  upon  a 
poore  widdowe,  mourning  be¬ 
fore  yoT  Gcc.  I  am  this  Place,  w*h 
at  yor  comming  w  as  ful1  of  joye, 
bat  rowe  at  yor  departure  am  as 
full  of  forrowe;  as  i  was  then,  for 
my  comforte,  accompanyed  vv^  the 
pdent  ciieerful  Tyme,  but  nowe  he 
mud  depart  v.th  yow,  and,  blefled 
as  he  is,  mud  ever  Hye  before  yow. 
But,  alaiie  !  1  have  no  wings,  as 


Tyme  hath:  My  heavines  is  fuehe 
as  1  muft  ftaye,  fbill  amazed  to  fee 
fo  greate  happines  fo  foone  berefte 
me.  O  that  I  could  remove  w^ 
yow  as  other  circumftances  can ! 
Tyme  can  goe  w*1  yow  :  PTons  can 
goe  wth  you  :  They  can  move  like 
heaven,  but  I,  like  dull  earthe,  as  I 
am  indeed,  muft  ftaye  unmoveable. 

J  could  wiihe  my  felfe,  like  the  in- 
chanted  caftle  of  love,  to  hould  yow 
here  for  ever,  but  yor  vertues  would 
diftblve  all  my  inchauntments.  Then 
wrhat  remedie?  As  it  is  againft  the 
nature  of  an  angel!  to  be  circum- 
feribed  in  place,  fo  it  is  againft  the 
nature  of  place  to  have  the  motion 
of  an  angel  :  I  muft  ftaye,  forfuken 
and  defolate;  yow  may  goe,  v.tl* 
Matie,  joye,  and  glorie.  My  onely 
fuite  before  you  goe  is  that  yow 
will  pardon  the  clofe  imprifonment 
wch  yow  have  differed  ever  fince 
yor  comming;  imputing  it  not  tome, 
but  to  S*  Swithin  *,  whoO  of  late 
hath  railed  fo  many  ftormes  as  I 
was  faine  to  provide  this  anchor 
for  yow,  ( prejentinge  the  with 
an  anchor  Jewell )  when  I  under- 
ftoode  yow  would  put  into  this 
creeke  ;  but  nowe,  f:nee  I  perceave 
the  harbor  is  too  little  for  yow, 
and  that  yow  will  hoift  faile  and 
begon,  I  befeeche  yow  take  this 
anchor  \vth  yow  ;  and  I  pray  to  him 
that  made  both  tyme  and  place, 
that  in  all  places  wherever  yow  fhall 
arrive,  yow  may  anchor  as  fafely 
as  yow  doe,  and  ever  (hall  doe,  in. 
the  harts  of  my  owners. 


Commercial  ccnfequenccs  of  the  Crit- 
J'ades  to  Europe ;  from  Robert- 


*  Alluding  to  an  arnent  prejudice,  ftill  entertained  by  the  common  people,  that 
a  rainy  St.  Swiihin’s  (die  15th  oi  July)  will  be  followed  by  forty  days  of  the  fame 
leather. 
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toffs  Hijforical  Dijquijition  con¬ 
cerning  Ancient  India. 

TO  fix  an  idea  of  peculiar  fanc- 
tity  to  that  country  which 
the  Author  of  our  Religion  feledled 
as  the  place  of  his  refidence  while 
on  earth,  and  in  which  he  aecom- 
plifhed  the  redemption  ot  mankind, 
is  a  fentiment  fo  natural  to  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  that,  from  the  firfi  efta- 
blifhment  of  Chrlftiauity,  the  vi- 
liting  of  the  holy  places  in  Judea 
was  coniid  red  as  an  exercii^  of 
piety,  tending  pon  e  fully  to  awaken 
and  to  cherifn  a  fpiri>  of  devotion. 
Through  fucceeding  ages,  the 
pradliee  continued,  and  increafed  in 
every  part  of  Chritlendom.  When 
Jerusalem  was  fubjefled  to  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  empire,  and  danger  was 
added  to  the  fatigue  and  expence  of 
a  didant  pilgrimage,  the  undertak¬ 
ing  was  viewed  as  Hill  more  meri¬ 
torious.  I  t  was  fometlmes  enjoined 
as  a  penance  to  be  performed  by 
heinous  tranfgr^jlors.  It  was  more 
frequently  a  duty  undertaken  with 
Voluntary  zeal,  and  in  both  caies  it 
Was  deemed  an  expiation  for  all  pad 
offences.  Frum  various  caufes,  which 
1  have  elfewhere  enumerated  *,  thefe 
pious  vifits  to  the  Holy  Land  mul¬ 
tiplied  amazingly  during  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  centuries.  Not  only 
individual  in  the  lower  and  middle 
ranks  of  life,  but  perfons  of  fupe- 
rior  condition,  attended  by  large 
retinues,  and  numerous  caravans  of 
opulent  -pilgrims,  reiorted  to  Jeru- 
falem. 

In  all  their  operations,  however, 
men  have  a  wonderful  dexterity  in 
mingling  fome  attention  to  interell 
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with  thofe  functions  which  feem  to 
be  nfoft  purely  fpiritual.  The  Ma- 
homedan  caravans  which,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  injundlions  of  their 
religion,  vifit  the  holy  temple  of 
Mecca,  are  not  compofed,  as  I  lhall 
hereafter  explain  more  filly,  of  de¬ 
vout  pilgrims  only,  but  of  mer¬ 
chants,  who,  both  in  going  and  re¬ 
turning,  are  provided  with  fuch  an 
aflortment  of  goods,  that  they  carry 
on  a  considerable  trailic  f .  Even 
the  Faqmrs  of  India,  whofe  wild 
enthufiafm  feems  to  elevate  them 
above  all  folicitude  about  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  world,  have  rendered 
their  frequent  pilgrimages  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  interell,  by  trading 
in  every  countrv  through  which 
they  travel.  In  like  manner,  it  was 
not  by  devotion  alone  that  fuch  nu¬ 
merous  bands  of  Chriftian  pilgrims 
were  induced  to  viht  Jeru'faiem.  To 
many  of  them  commerce  was  the 
chief  motive  of  undertaking  that 
diilant  voyage,  and  by  exchanging 
the  produ&ions  of  Europe  for  the 
more  valuable  commodities  of  Aha, 
particularly  thofe  of  India,  which  at 
that  time  were  difFufed  through 

o 

every  part  of  th"  Caliphs  domi¬ 
nions,  they  enriched  themfeives, 
and  furnifned  theircountrymen  with 
fuch  an  additional  fupply  of  Eaftern 
luxuries,  as  augmented  their  relifh 
for  them  f. 

But  how  faint  foever  the  lines 
may  be,  which,  prior  to  the  cru- 
fades,  mark  the  influence  of  the 
frequent  pilgrimages  to  the  Eail 
upon  commerce,  th°y  become  lb 
coufpicuous  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  thefe  expeditions,  as  to 
meet  the  eye  of  every  obferver* 


#  Hift.  of  Charles  V.  vol.  i.  p.  27.  285. 
f  Viaggi  di  Ramufio,  vol.  i.  p.  151,  152. 

X  Gul.  Tyr.  lib.  xvii.  c.  4.  p.  933.  ap.  Gefta  Dei  per  Francos* 
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Various  circumflarices  concurred  to¬ 
wards  this,  from  an  enumeration  of 
which  it  will  appear,  that  by  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  progrefs  and  effetfts  of 
the  crufades,  confiderable  light  is 
thrown  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  my  in¬ 
quiries.  Great  armies,  conducted 
by  the  moft  illuftrious  nobles  of 
Europe,  and  compofed  of  men  of 
the  mod  enterprifmg  fpirit  in  all 
ihe  kingdoms  of  it,  marched  to¬ 
wards  Paleftine,  through  countries 
Far  advanced  beyond  thofe  which 
they  left*  in  every  fpecies  of  im¬ 
provement.  They  beheld  the  dawn 
(of  profperity  in  the  republics  Of 
Italy,  which  had  begun  to  vie  with 
feach  other  in  the  arts  of  indtifhy, 
and  in  their  efforts  to  engrefs  the 
lucrative  commerce  with  the  Eaff. 
They  next  admired  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  hate  of  opulence  and  fplen- 
dour  in  Conffantinople*  railed  to  a 
pre-eminence  above  all  the  cities 
theh  known,  by  its  extenfive  trade;, 
particularly  that  which  it  carried  on 
With  India,  and  the  countries  be¬ 
yond  it.  They  afterwards  ferved 
in  thofe  provinces  cf  Alia  through 
Which  the  commodities  of  the  Ealb 
were  ufually  conveyed,  and  became 
makers  of  feveral  cities  which  had 
been  ilaples  of  that  trade.  They 
vllablifhed  the  kingdom  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  which  fubfiked  near  two  hun¬ 
dred  years.  They  took  poffeffon 
6f  the  throne  of'  the  Greek  em¬ 
pire,  and  governed  it  above  half  a 
Century.  Amidlt  fuch  a  variety  of 
events  and  operations,  the  ideas  of 
the  fierce  Warriors  of  Europe  gra¬ 
dually  opened  and  improved  ;  they 
became  acquainted  with  the  policy 
and  arts  of  the  people  whom  they 
fubdued ;  they  obferved  the  fcurces 


of  their  wealth,  and  availed  thefoU 
felves  of  all  this  knowledge.  An¬ 
tioch  and  Tyre,  when  conquered 
by  the  crufaders,  were  flourifhing 
cities,  inhabited  by  opulent  mer¬ 
chants,  who  fupplied  all  the  nations 
trading  in  the  Mediterranean  with 
the  productions  of  the  Eaft  *,  and 
as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  in¬ 
cidental  occurrences*  mentioned  by 
the  hiftorians  of  the  Holy  War* 
who,  being  moftly  priefts  and 
monks,  had  their  attention  directed 
to  objeCts  very  different  from  thofe 
relating  to  commerce,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  both  in  Con- 
ftantinople,  while  fubjeCt  to  the 
Franks,  and  in  the  ports  of  Syril 
acquired  by  the  Chriftians,  the  long- 
eftablifhed  trade  with  the  Eaft  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  protected  and  encou¬ 
raged; 

But  though  commerce  may  have 
been  only  a  fecondary  objeCl  with 
the  martial  leaders  of  the  crufades* 
engaged  in  perpetual  hoftilities  with 
the  Turks  on  one  hand,,  and  with 
the  Soldatis  of  Egypt  on  the  other, 
it  was  the  primary  objeCl  with  the 
affociates,  in  conjunction  with  whom 
they  carried  on  their  operations. 
Numerous  as  the  armies  were  which 
affumed  the  crofs,  and  enterpiifing 
as  the  fanatical  zeal  was  with  which 
they  v/ere  animated,  they  could  not 
have  accornplilhed  their  purpofe,  or 
even  have  reached  the  feat  of  their 
warfare,  without  fecuring  the  affift- 
anoe  of  the  Italian  hates.  None 
of  the  Other  European  powers  could 
either  furnilh  a  fuffeient  number  of 
tranfpoi  ts  to  convey  the  armies  cf 
the  crufaders  to  the  coaft  of  Dal¬ 
matia,  whence  they  marched  to 
Conilantinople,  the  place  of  general 


*  Gul.  Tyr.  lib,  xiii.  c.  j.  Alb.  Aquenf.  Hifl.  Hierof,  ap.  Gcfla  Dei,  vol.  I. 
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f fcndezvous ;  or  were  able  to  fupply 
them  With  military  (lores  and  pro- 
viflons  in  fuch  abundance  as  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  invade  a  diftant  coun¬ 
try.  In  all  the  fucceffive  expedi¬ 
tions,  the  fleets  of  the  Genoefe,  of 
the  Pifans,  or  of  the  Venetians, 
kept  on  the  coafl;  as  the  ai'mies  ad¬ 
vanced  by  land,  and  fupplying  them, 
from  time  to  time,  with  whatever 
.was  wanting,  engrofled  all  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  a  branch  of  commerce  which, 
in  every  age,  has  been  extremely 
lucrative.  '  It  was  with  all  the  in- 
terefled  attention  of  merchants,  that 
the  Italians  afforded  their  aid.  On 
the  reduction  of  any  place  in  which 
they  found  it  for  their  intereil  to 
fettle,  they  obtained  from  the  cru- 
faders  valuable  immunities  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds ;  freedom  of  trade ;  an 
abatement  of  the  ufual  duties  paid 
for  what  was  imported  and  export¬ 
ed,  or  '  a  total  exemption,  from 
them;  the  property  of  entire  fub- 
urbs  in  fome  cities,  and  of  extenfive 
flreets  in  others ;  and  a  privilege 
granted  to  every  perfon  who  refided 
"within  their  precindls,  or  who  traded 
under  their  protedlion,  of  being 
tried  by  their  own  laws,  and  by 
judges  of  their  own  appointment  *. 
In  confequence  of  fo  many  advan¬ 
tages,  we  can  trace,  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  crufades-,  a  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  wealth  and  of  power  in 
all  the  commercial  Hates  of  Italy. 
Every  port  open,  to  trade  waa  fre¬ 
quented  by  their  merchants,  whs, 
having  now  engrofled  entirely  the 
commerce  of  the  Eaft,  ftrove  with 
fuch  adlive  emulation  to  find  new 
markets  for  the  commodities  which 
it  furnilhed,  that  they  extended  a 
tafle  for  them  to  many  parts  of  Eu¬ 


rope  in  which  they  had  hjthertq* 
been  little  known.  1  1  r 


Religious  Ceremonies  obferved  by  the 
Jefuits,  upon  the  delivery  of  a  knife 
to  the  affajfin  of  Henry  III.  °f 
Prance  ;  from  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine,  March  1791. 

TH  E  recital,  which  I  now  fencj 
you,  of  certain  “  abhorred 
rites,”  faid  to  have  been  in  ufe 
amongfl  the  traiterous  Tons  of  Loy¬ 
ola,  is  copied,  verbatim  &  literatim , 
from  a  MS.  in  my  pofleflion,  which 
I  apprehend  to  be  curious ;  though 
I  will  not  anfwer  for  it,  that  it  is 
not  tranfcribed  out  of  fome  old 
book.  It  has  no  title,  nor  do  I 
know  by  whom  it  was  written  ;  but 
the  hand  appears  to  be  of  the  age 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  or  Jas.  I.  It 
mull,  however,  be  of  later  date  than 
1589,  as  it  refers  to  the  murder  of 
Henry  III.  of  Prance,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  that  yea'r.  It  is  rather 
clofely  written,  and  in  a  finall  eha- 
radter,  on  one  fide  of  a  half-lheet, 
the  water-mark  of  which  is  a  flower¬ 
pot. 

“  When  the  Jefuites  will  ftirr  vp  a 
refoluco  in  any  man  to  kill  a  Prince, 
they  vfe  this  myftery,  as  foone  as  he 
commeth  forth  of  theyr  chamber  of 
meditacons  wherein  the  torments 
of  hell  are  moft  fearfully  decypher- 
ed,  even  while  he  looketh  gaflly,  the 
more  to  encourage  him  in  his  mur¬ 
derous  refolucon,  a  troup  of  them 
doo  pTent  him  w' th  a  knif  wrapt  in 
a  fandall,  enclofed  vP thin  a  final! 
iuory  cofer  couered  w" th  Agnus  Dei 
environed  round  about  wfh  cha- 
radlers  fvveetly  fumed;  wch  knif 


*  Hill,  of  Charles  V.  vol.  i.p.  34. 
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as  foone  as  they  take  it  forth  they 
pTentiy  do  befprinckle  it  \Vth  holy 
water  layeinge  fome  holy  graines 
likewife  vpo  the  knives  haft,  faye- 
ing  therew* thall  that  fo  many  foules 
ffialbe  deliuered  out  of  Purg.  as  he 
fhall  giue  fkokes  w' th  the  fame. 
Then  putting  the  knif  into  the  mur- 
therers  fleeue  they  vfe  theys  words, 
Goe  thou  worthy  champio  elected 
by  God  as  Jepthe  w th  the  fvvord  of 
Sampsd  yea  of  Dauid  wherwv th  he 
ftrooke  of  Goliahs  head  the  fword 
of  Gedeo  yea  of  Judith  whervVth 
fhee  beheaded  Holofernes,  the  fword 
of  Machabeus  yea  of  S.  Peter 
whenv'th  he  cut  of  Malchus  eare, 
the  fword  of  Pope  Julius  the  Se¬ 
cond  whenv' th  he  wrefted  out  of 
the  hands  of  theyr  princes  Saluce, 
Finale,  Fayence,  Foiiei,  Bologue 
and  other  townes  vV th  much  bloud- 
fhed,  Goe  be  valiaunt  and  the  Lord 
fortefy  thine  arme.  Afterwards 
they  all  kneele  dowhe,  and  the 
cheifeft  of  them  coniureth.  thus. 
Come  ye  Cherubins,  come  Sera- 
phins,  thrones  dominacons,  come 
ye  mod  loving  and  blefled  angells, 
replenifh  this  vefielt  of  eternal l 
glory  and  adorne  him  pTently  vvVh 
th^  crr.vne  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  of 
the  Patriarchs  and  Martyrs,  for  he 
is  now  no  more  ours  but  yours,  and 
thou  o  God  that  haft  reuealed  vnto 
him  in  his  holy  meditacbns  yt  a 
tyrant  and  heretique  ought  to  be 
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killed,  and  his  crowne  giue  vnto 
the  Catholique  King,  (being  fe- 
queftred  and  fet  apart  by  vs  to  doo 
thy  will,)  giue  him  a  priuy  corflot, 
giue  him  wings  to  fly  and  avoyd  fo 
as  thofe  barbarous  heathen  may  not 
fo  much  as  once  touch  his  facred 
members,  and  that  he  thus  garded 
may  attempt  moft  hazardfull  ex¬ 
ploy  ts  yV t’nout  the  leafl:  daunger  or 
feare.  This  coniuratio being  finifh- 
ed,  they  bring  him  before  the  altar 
and  there  Ihew  him  a  painted  table 
in  vVch  the  angells  are  pi&ured 
houlding  on  James  ClenTt  a  Jaco- 
bine  and  pTenting  him  before  Gods 
throne  and  faycing :  Lord  behould 
thine  arme  the  reuenger  and  execu¬ 
tioner  of  thy  iuftice,  and  all  Saints 
rifeing  from  theyr  feates  to  giue 
him  place  ;  this  being  done*  they  go 
all  towarde  him  and  fay  vV th  much 
wondring  and  aftonifhrrft,  that  he 
feemeth  vnto  them  to  be  deifyed, 
and  that  they  are  amazed  to  fee  the 
fhineing  biightnes  that  encom- 
pafleth  him,  killing  his  hands  and 
fee te>  and  concluding  that  they  hold* 
for  a  man  noe  more,  laftly  as  envy- 
eng  the  honor  and  glory  \vch  he 
poflefleth,  they  fay  vnto  him  w' th 
fighing,  O  would  to  God  he  had 
ele&ed  and  chofen  vs  in  your  ftead* 
for  then  we  ihould  haue  bene  aflu red 
not  to  goe  into  Purgatory,  but  di-= 
rectly  into  Heave. 


*  Deeft  him.  Sk  in  MS.  orig. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


I&traft  from  “  A  Difcourfe  deli- 
“  <vered  to  the  Students  of  the 
“  Royal  Academy ,  at  the  dijlribu- 
“  tlon  of  the  prices,  December  the 
“  loth ,  1790,  by  the  Prefidentf 
recommending  to  the  young  artijl  a 
f  adieus  imitation  of  the fiyle  of  Mi- 
.  chael  Angelo. 

IH  AV  E  ftrongly  inculcated  in 
my  former  Difcourfes,  as  I  do 
in  this  my  laft,  the  wifdom  andne- 
ceflity  of  previoufly  obtaining  the 
appropriated  inftruments  of  the  art, 
in  a  firll  correfl  defign,  and  a  plain 
manly  colouring,  before  any  thing 
more  is  attempted.  But  by  this  I 
would  not  wilh  to  cramp  and  fetter 
the  mind,  or  difcourage  thofe  who 
follow  (as  moll  of  us  may  at  one 
time  have  followed)  th®  fuggeftion 
©f  a  ftrong  inclination :  fomething 
mull  be  conceded  to  great  and  ir- 
refiltible  impulfes :  perhaps  every 
iludent  mull  not  be  llriCtly  bound 
to  general  methods,  if  they  Urong- 
ly  thwart  the  peculiar  turn  of  his 
own  mind.  I  mull  confefs,  that  it 
is  not  abfolutely  of  much  confe- 
quence  whether  he  proceeds  in  the 
general  method  of  feeking  firll  to 
acquire  mechanical  accuracy,  be¬ 
fore  he  attempts  poetical  flights, 
provided  he  diligently  lludies  to  at¬ 
tain  the  full  perfection  of  the  flile 
he  purfues;  whether,  like  Parme- 
giano,  he  endeavours  at  grace  and 
grandeur  of  manner,  before  he  has 


learned  corre&nefs  of  drawing,  if 
like  him  he  feels  his  own  wants, 
and  will  labour,  as  that  eminent 
artilt  did,  to  fupply  thofe  wants ; 
whether  he  Harts  from  the  EaH  or 
from  the  Well,  if  he  relaxes  in  no 
exertion  to  arrive  ultimately  at  the 
fame  goal.  The  firll  public  work 
of  Parmegiano  is  the  St.  Eultachius, 
in  the  church  of  St.  Petronius  in 
Bologna,  and  done  when  he  was  a 
boy;  and  one  of  the  lalt  of  his 
works  is  the  Mofes  breaking  the 
tables,  in  Parma.  In  the  former 
there  is  certainly  fomething  of  gran¬ 
deur  in  the  outline,  and  in  the  con¬ 
ception  of  the  figure,  which  difeo- 
vers  the  dawnings  of  future  great- 
nefs,  of  a  young  mind  impregnated 
with  the  fublimity  of  Michael  An¬ 
gelo,  whofe  ftile  he  here  attempts 
to  imitate,  though  he  could  not  then 
draw  the  human  figure  with  any 
common  degree  of  correClnefs.  But 
this  fame  Parmegiano,  when  in  his 
more  mature  age  he  painted  the 
Mofes,  had  fo  completely  fupplied 
his  firll  defeCls,  that  we  are  at  a  lofs 
which  to  admire  moll,  the  correCl- 
nefs  of  drawing,  or  the  grandeur  of 
the  conception.  As  a  confirmation 
of  its  great  excellence,  and  of  the 
imprelfion  which  it  leaves  on  the 
minds  of  elegant  fpeClators,  our 
great  Lyric  Poet,  when  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  fublime  idea  of  the  in¬ 
dignant  Welch  Bard,  acknowledged 
that  though  many  years  had  inter¬ 
vened, 
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vened,  he  had  warmed  his  imagina¬ 
tion  with  the  remembrance  of  this 
tibble  figure  of  Parmegiano. 

When  we  coniider  that  Michael 
Angelo  was  the  great  .archetype  to 
vyhbiri  Phhqegiano  was  indebted  for 
that  grandeur  which  we  find  in  his 
Works,  and  from  whom  all  his  co¬ 
temporaries  and  lucceffors  have  de¬ 
rived  whatever  they  have  pofTeffed 
8f  the  dignified  and  the  majeflic ; 
that  he  was  the  bright  luminary, 
from  whom  painting  has  borrowed 
a  new  luflre ;  that  under  his  hands 
it  aflumed  a  new  appearance,  and  is 
become  another  and  fuperior  art ;  I 
iriay  be  excufed  if  I  take  this  op¬ 
portunity,  as  I  have  hitherto  taken 
eyery  occafion,  to  turn  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  exalted  founder  and 
father  of  modern  art,  of  which  he 
was  not  only  the  inventor,  but 
Which  he,  by  the  divine  energy  of 
his  own  mind,  carried  at  once  to  its 
hjgheft  point  of  pofilble  perfec¬ 
tion. 

„  The  fudden  maturity  to  which 
Michael  Angelo  brought  our  art, 
and  the  comparative  feeblenefs  of 
his  followers  and  imitators,  might 
pOrhaps  be  reafonably,  at  lead  plau- 
ftbly  explained,  if  we  had  time  for 
fpch  an  examination.  At  prefent,  I 
ffiall  only  obferve,  that  the  fubor- 
clinate  parts  of  our  art,  and  perhaps 
btf  other  arts,  expand  theml'elves 
By  a  flow  and  progreflive  growth, 
but  thofe  which  depend  on  a  native 
vigour  of  imagination  generally 
Bur  ft  forth  at  once  in  fullnefs  of 
beauty.  Of  this  Homer  probably, 
Md  Shakfpear  more  afl'urCdly/  are 
flgnal  examples.  Michael  Angelo 
poflefied  the  poetical  part  to  a  moft 
eminent  degree;  and  the  fame  dar¬ 
ing  fpirit,  which  urged  hirn  firft  to 
explore  the  unknown  regions  of  the 
I 


imagination,  delighted  with  the  no¬ 
velty,  and  animated  by  the  fuccefs? 
of  his  difcoveries,  could  not  have 
failed  to  ftimulate  and  impel  him 
forward  in  his  career  beyond,  thofe 
limits  \fchich  hi$  frfll61vejrs,  deftitute 
of  the  fame  incentives,  had  not 
ftrength  to  pafs. 

To  diftinguifh  between  correCl- 
nefs  of  drawing,  and  that  part 
which  refpeCts  the  imagination,  we 
may  fay  the  one  approaches  to  the, 
mechanical  (which  in  its  way  too 
may  make  juft  pretenfidns  to  ge¬ 
nius)  and  the  Other  to  the  poetical. 
To  encourage  a  folid  and  vigorous, 
courfe  of  ftudy,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  fuggeft  that  perhaps  a  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  mechanic  produces 
boldnefs  in  the  poetic.  He  that  is 
fure  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  (hip  and 
tackle,  puts  out  fearlefly  from  the 
fhore ;  and  he  who  knows  that  his 
hand  can  execute  whatever  his  fancy 
can  fuggeft,  fports  with  more  free¬ 
dom  in  embodying  the  vifionary 
forms  of  his  own  creation.  I  will 
not  fay  Michael  Angelo  was  emi¬ 
nently  poetical,  only  becaufe  he 
was  greatly  mechanical ;  but  1  am 
fure  that  mechanic  excellence  invi¬ 
gorated  and  emboldened  his  mind 
to  carry  painting  into  the  regions  of 
poetry,  and  to  emulate  that  art  in 
its  moft  adventurous  flights. 

Michael  Angelo  equally  poflefled 
both  qualifications.  Yet  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  there  were  certainly  great  ex¬ 
amples  to  be  found  in  ancient  fculp- 
ture,  and  particularly  in  the  frag¬ 
ment  known  by  the  name -of  th£ 
Torfo  of  Michael  Angelo;  but  of 
that  grandeur  of  character,  air,  and 
attitude,  which  he  threw  into  all  his 
figures,  and  which  fo  well  corre- 
fponds  with  the  grandeur  of  his 
outline,  there  was  no  example;  they 
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could  therefore  proceed  only  from 
the  moft  poetical  and  fublime  ima¬ 
gination. 

It  is  impoifible  not  to  exprefs 
fome  furprife,  that  the  race  of  pain¬ 
ters,  who  preceded  Michael  Angelo, 
men  of  acknowledged  great  abili¬ 
ties,  Ihculd  never  have  thought  of 
transferring  a  little  pf  that  grandeur 
of  outline  which  they  could  not  but 
fee  and  admire  jn  ancient  fculpture, 
into  their  own  works  ;  but  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  conftdered  fcplpture  as 
the  later  fchools  of  artifts  look  at 
the  inventions  of  Michael  Angelo, 
gs  fomething  to  be  admired,  but 
with  which  they  have  nothing  to 
do.  Quod  fit  per  nos ,  nihil  ad  nos.-. — 
The  artifts  of  that  age,  even  Ra¬ 
phael  himfelf,  feemed  to  be  going  on 
very  contentedly  in  the  dry  manner 
pf  Pietro  Perugino  ;  and  if  JVlichael 
Angelo  had  never  appeared,  the  art 
might  ftill  have  continued  in  the 
fame  ftile. 

Befides  Rome  and  Florence,  where 
the  grandeur  of  this  ftile  was  firlt 
difplayed,  it  wras  on  this  foundation 
that  the  Caracci  built  the  truly  great 
Academical  Bolognian  School,  of 
which  the  hrft  done  was  laid  by 
Pellegrino  Tibaldi.  He  firlt  in? 
troduced  this  ftile  amopgft  them; 
and  many  instances  might  be  given 
in  which  he  appears  to  have  pof- 
fefted,  as  by  inheritance,  the  true, 
genuine,  noble,  and  elevated  mind 
of  Michael  Angelo.  Though  we 
cannot  venture  to  fpeak  of  him  with 
the  fame  fondnefs  as  his  country¬ 
men,  and  call  him,  as  the  Caracci 
did,  Nofro  Michael  Angelo  reformato , 
yet  he  has  a  right  to  be  conftdered 
among!!  the  firlt  and  grsatell  of  his 
followers:  there  are  certainly  many 
drawings  and  inventions  pf  his,  of 
which  Michael  Angelo  himfelf  might 
pot  difdain  to  be  fuppofed,  tfte  au¬ 


thor,  or  that  they  fhould  be,  as  in 
fad!  they  often  are,  miftaken  for  his. 
I  will  mention  one  particular  in- 
ftance,  becaufe  it  is  found  in  a  book 
which  is  in  every  young  artift’s 
hands — Biftiop’s  Antient  Statues., 
He  there  has  introduced  a  print, 
reprefenting  Polyphemus,  from  a 
drawing  of  Tibaldi,  and  has  in¬ 
ferred  it  with  the  pame  of  Michael 
Angelo,  to  whom  he  has  alfo  in  the 
fame  book  attributed  a  Sybil  of 
Raphael.  Both  thefe  figures,  it 
true,  are  profef[edly  in  Michael 
Angelo’s  ftile  and  fpirit,  and  even 
worthy  of  his  hand.  But  we  know 
that  the  former  is  painted  in  the  In- 
ftitute  a  Bologna  by  Tibaldi,  and 
the  other  in  the  Pace  by  Raphael. 

The  Caracci,  it  is  acknowledged, 
adopted  the  mechanical  part  with 
fufficient  fuccefs.  But  the  divine 
part  which  addrefies  itfelf  to  the 
imagination,  as  poftefted  by  MichaeJ 
Angelo  or  Tibaldi,  was  beyond  their 
grafp :  they  formed,  however,  a  moljl 
refpedlable  fchool,  a  ftile  more  op 
the  level,  and  calculated  to  pleafe  a 
greater  number ;  and  if  excellence 
pf  tpis  k^pd  is  to  be  valued  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nurnber^  father  than  the 
weight  and  quality  of  admirers,  it 
would  afiume  even  an  higher  rank 
in  art.  The  fame  may  be,  in  fome 
fort,  faid  of  the  Venetian  painters. 
They  certainly  much  advanced  the 
dignity  of  their  ftile,  by  adding  to 
their  fafeinating  powers  of  colour¬ 
ing,  fomething  of  the  ftrength  of 
Michael  Angelo;  at  the  fame  time 
it  may  Hill  be  a  doubt  how  far  tjjeir 
ornamental  elegance  would  he  ant 
advantageous  addition  to  his  gran¬ 
deur.  But  if  there  is  any  planner 
of  painting  which  may  he  faid  to 
unite  kindly  with  his  ftilpyit  is  that 
of  Titian.  His  handling,  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  his  colours  are  left  on 

the 
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the  canvas,  appears  to  proceed  (as 
far  as  that  goes)  from  a  congenial 
mind,  equally  difdaiuful  of  vulgar 
critic  ifm. 

Michael  Angelo’s  ftrength  thus 
qualified,  and  made  more  palatable 
to  the  general  talle,  reminds  me  of 
an  obfervation  which  I  heard  *  a 
learned  critic  make,  when  it  was 
incidentally  remarked,  that  our 
tranfiation  of  Homer,  however  ex¬ 
cellent,  did  not  convey  the  charac¬ 
ter,  nor  had  the  grand  air,  of  the 
original.  He  replied,  that  if  Pope 
had  not  cloathed  the  naked  majef- 
ty  of  Homer  with  the  graces  and  ele¬ 
gancies  of  modern  faihions,  though 
the  real  dignity  of  Homer  was  de¬ 
graded  by  fuch  a  drefs,  his  tranfia¬ 
tion  would  not  have  met  with  fuch 
a  favourable  reception,  and  he  mud 
have  been  contented  with  fewer 
readers. 

Many  of  .  the  Flemifh  painters, 
who  fludied  at  Rome,  in  that  great 
sera  of  our  art,  fuch  as  Francis 
Floris,  Hemfkerk,  Michael  Coxis, 
jerom  Cock,  and  others,  returned 
to  their  own  country,  with  as  much 
of  this  grandeur  as  they  could  carry. 
But  like  feeds,  falling  on  a  foil  not 
prepared  or  adapted  to  their  nature, 
the  manner  of  Michael  Angelo 
thrived  but  little  with  them ;  per¬ 
haps,  however,  they  contributed  to 
prepare  the  way  for  that  free,  un- 
conllrained,  and  liberal  outline, 
which  was  afterwards  introduced 
by  Rubens,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Venetian  painters. 

This  grandeur  of  fiile  has  been 
in  different  degrees  diffeminated  all 
over  Europe.  Some  caught  it  by 
living  at  the  time,  and  coming  into 
contact  with  the  original  author, 
whilfl  others  received  it  at  fecond 


hand;  and  being  every  where  a-* 
dopted,  it  has  totady  changed  the 
whole  tafte  and  ftile  of  deffgn,  if 
there  could  be  faid  to  be  any  ffile 
before  his  time.  Our  art,  in  con- 
fequence,  now  affumes  a  rank  to 
which  it  could  never  have  dared  to 
afpire,  if  Michael  Angelo  had  not 
difeovered  to  the  world  the  hidden 
powers  which  it  poff’efied.  Without 
his  afli fiance  we  never  could  have 
been  convinced,  that  painting  was 
capable  of  producing  an  adequate 
reprefentation  of  the  perfons  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad. 

I  would  alk  any  man  qualified  to 
judge  of  fiich  works,  whether  he 
can  look  with  indifference  at  the 
perfonification  of  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing  in  the  centre  of  the  Capella  Sef- 
tina,  or  the  figures  of  the  Sybils 
which  furround  that  chapel,  to 
which  we-  may  add  the  fiatue  of 
Moles  ;  and  whether  the  fame  fen- 
fations  are  not  excited  by  thofe 
works,  as  what  he  may  remember 
to  have  felt  from  the-  moft  fublime 
palfages  of  Homer  ?  I  mention 
♦  thofe  figures  more  particularly,  as 
they  come  nearer  to  a  companion 
with  his  Jupiter,  his  demi-gods,  and 
heroes;  thofe  fybils  and  prophets' 
being  a  kind  of  intermediate  beings 
between  men  and  angels.  Though 
infiances  may  be  produced  in  the 
works  of  other  painters,  which  may 
jufily  fiand  in  competition  with 
thofe  I  have  mentioned,  fuch  as  the 
Jfaiah,  and  the  vilion  of  Ezekiel, 
by  Raphael,  the  St.  Mark  of  Frate 
Bartolomeo,  and  many  others ;  yet 
thefe,  it  mull  be  allowed,  are  in¬ 
ventions  fo  much  in  Michael  An¬ 
gelo’s  manner  of  thinking,  that  they 
may  be  truly  confidered  as  fo  many 
rays,  which  difeover  manifeftly  the 
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tentre  from  whence  they  emanat¬ 
ed. 

The  fublime  in  painting,  as  in 
poetry,  fo  overpowers,  and  takes 
fuch  a  poffeflion  of  the  whole  mind, 
that  no  room  is  left  for  attention  to 
minute  criticifm.  The  little  ele¬ 
gancies  of  art  in  the  prefence  of 
thefe  great  ideas  thus  greatly  ex- 
preffed,  lofe  all  their  value,  and  are, 
for  the  indant  at  lead,  felt  to  be 
unworthy  of  our  notice.  The  cor¬ 
rect  judgment,  the  purity  of  tade,J 
which  charadlerife  Raphael  ;  the 
exquifite  grace  of  Corregio  and 
Parmegiano,  all  difappear  before 
them. 

That  Michael  Angelo  was  ca¬ 
pricious  in  his  inventions,  cannot 
be  denied  ;  and  this  may  make  fome 
circumfpection  neceffary  in  dudying 
his  works ;  for  though  they  appear 
to  become  him,  an  imitation  of  them 
is  always  dangerous,  and  will  prove 
fometimes  ridiculous.  “  In  that 
“  dread  circle  none  durd  tread  but 
“he.”  To  me,  I  confefs,  his  ca¬ 
price  does  not  lower  the  edimation 
of  his  genius,  even  though  it  is 
fometimes,  I  acknowledge,  carried 
to  the  extreme  :  and  however  thofe 
eccentric  excurfions  are  considered, 
we  mud  at  the  fame  time  recoiled!, 
that  thofe  faults,  if  they  are  faults, 
are  fuch  as  never  could  occur  to  a 
mean  and  vulgar  mind ;  that  they 
flowed  from  the  fame  fource  which 
produced  his  greated  beauties,  and 
were  therefore  fuch  as  none  but 
himfelf  was  capable  of  committing  ; 
they  were  the  powerful  impulfes  of 
a  mind  unufed  to  fubjedtion  of  any 
kind,  and  too  high  to  be  ccmtrouled 
by  cold  criticifm. 

Many  fee  his  daring  extrava¬ 
gance,  who  can  fee  nothing  elfe. 


A  young  artift  finds  the  works  of 
Michael  Angelo  fo  totally  different 
from  thofe  of  his  own  mailer,  or  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  is  furrounded, 
that  he  may  be  eafily  perfuaded  to 
abandon  and  nogledl  dudying  a 
ftile,  which  appears  to  him  wild, 
myderious,  and  above  his  compre- 
henfion,  and  which  he  therefore 
feels  no  difpofftion  to  admire ;  a 
good  difpofition,  which  he  con¬ 
cludes  that  he  fhould  naturally  have, 
if  the  ftile  deferved  It.  It  is  necef¬ 
fary,  therefore,  that  dudents  fhould 
be  prepared  for  the  disappointment 
which  they  may  experience  at  their 
fird  fetting  out ;  and  they  mull  be 
cautioned,  that  probably  they  will 
not,  at  fird  fight,  approve. 

It  mud  be  remembered,  that  as 
this  great  dile  itfelf  is  artificial  in 
the  highed  degree,  it  prefuppofes  in 
the  fpedhttor  a  cultivated  and  pre¬ 
pared  artificial  date  of  mind.  It  is 
an  abfurdity,  therefore,  to  fuppofd 
we  are  born  with  this  tade,  though 
we  are  with  the  feeds  of  it,  which 
by  the  heat  and  kindly  influence  of 
his  genius,  may  be  ripened  in  us. 

A  late  philofopher  *  hnd  critic 
has  obferved,  fpeaking  of  tade,  that 
iv e  are  on  no  account  to  expert  that  fine 
things  foould  defeend to  us, — our  tade, 
if  polfible/  mud  be  made  to  afeend 
to  them.  The  fame  learned  writer 
recommends  to  us  even  to  feign  d 
relifh ,  till  voe  find  a  relifh  come  ;  and 
feel,  that  nvhat  began  in  f St  ion,  ter¬ 
minates  in  reality .  If  there  be  iri 
our  art  any  thing  of  that  agreement  - 
or  compadl,  fuch  as  I  apprehend 
there  is  in  mufic,  with  which  the 
critic  is  neceffariiy  required  pre- 
vioudy  to  be  acquainted,  in  order  to 
form  a  corredt  judgment  5  the  com- 
parifon  with  this  art  will  ill ud rate 
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what  I  have  faid  on  thefe  points, 
and  tend  to  fhew  the  probability, 
we  may  fay  the  certainty,  that  men 
are  not  born  with  a  relifh  for  thofe 
arts  in  their  mod  refined  date,  which 
as  they  cannot  underhand,  they 
cannot  be  imprefted  with  their  ef¬ 
fects.  This  great  dile  of  Michael 
Angelo  is  as  far  removed  from  the 
firnple  representation  of  the  com¬ 
mon  objefts  of  nature,  as  the  mod 
refined  Italian  mufic  is,  from  the 
inartificial  notes  of  nature,  from 
whence  they  both  profefs  to  origi¬ 
nate.  But,  without  fuch  a  fup- 
pofed  compafl,  we  may  be  very 
confident  that  the  highed  date  of 
refinement  in  either  of  thofe  arts 
will  not  be  relifhed  without  a  long 
and  indudrious  attention. 

In  purfuing  this  great  art,  it  mud 
be  acknowledged  that  we  labour 
under  greater  difficulties  than  thofe 
who  were  born  in  the  age  of  its 
difcovery,  and  whofe  minds  from 
their  infancy  were  habituated  to 
this  dile,  who  learnt  it  as  language, 
as  their  mother  tongue.  They  had 
no  mean  tade  to  unlearn  ;  they 
needed  no  perfuafive  difcpurfe  to 
allure  them  to  a  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  of  it,  no  abdruie  invedigation 
of  its  principles  to  convince  them  of 
the  great  latent  truths  on  which  it 
is  founded.  We  are  conftrained,  in 
thefe  later  days,  to  have  recourfe  to 
a  fort  of  grammar  and  dictionary, 
as  the  only  means  of  recovering  a 
dead  language.  It  was  by  them 
learnt  by  rote,  and  perhaps  better 
learnt  that  way  than  by  precept. 

The  dile  of  Michael  Angelo, 
which  I  have  compared  to  language, 
and  which  may,  poetically  fpeaking, 
be  called  the  language  of  the  gods, 
now  no  longer  exids,  as  it  did  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  yet  with  the  aid 


of  diligence,  we  may  in  a  great 
meafure  fupply  the  deficiency  which 
I  mentioned,  of  not  having  his 
works  fo  perpetually  before  our 
eyes  ;  by  having  recourfe  to  calls 
from  his  models  and  defigns  in 
fculpture  ;  to  drawings,  or  even  co¬ 
pies  of  thofe  drawings ;  to  prints, 
which,  however  ill  executed,  dill 
convey  fomething  by  which  this 
tade  may  be  formed ;  and  a  relifh 
may  be  fixed  and  edabliihed  in  our 
minds  for  this  grand  dile  of  inven¬ 
tion.  Some  examples  of  this  kind 
we  have  in  the  academy ;  and  I 
fincerely  wifh  there  were  more,  that 
the  younger  dudents  might,  in  their 
fird  nourifhment,  imbibe  this  tade  ; 
whild  others,  though  fettled  in  the 
pra&ice  of  the  common-place  ftile 
of  painting,  might  infufe,  by  this 
means,  a  grandeur  into  their  works. 

1  fhall  now  make  fome  remarks 
on  the  courfe  which  I  think  mod 
proper  to  be  purfued  in  fuch  a 
dudy.  I  wifh  you  not  to  go  fo 
much  to  the  derivative  dreams,  as 
to  the  fountain-head ;  though  the 
cogi-es4~a#§  not  to  be  negle&ed, 
befc-fl*ufe  |hey  may  give  you  hints 
in-'^yhatr -manner  you  may  copy, 
and  hf)w  the  genius  of  one  man 
may  be  made  to  fit  the  peculiar 
manner  of  another. 

To  recover  this  lod  tade,  I 
would  recommend  young  artids  to 
dudy  the  works  of  Michael  Angelo, 
as  he  himfelf  did  the  works  of  the 
ancient  fculptors  ;  he  began,  when 
a  child,  a  copy  of  a  mutilated  fa- 
tyr’s  head,  and  finifhed  in  his  mo. 
del  what  was  wanting  in  the  origi¬ 
nal.  In  the  fame  manner,  the  fird 
exercife  that  I  would  recommend  to 
the  young  artid,  when  he  fird  at¬ 
tempts  invention,  is  to  fele&  every 
figure,  if  poifible,  from  the  inven- 
-  '  tions 
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tions  of  Michael  Angelo.  If  fuch 
borrowed  figures  will  not  bend  to 
his  purpofe,  and  he  is  condrained 
to  make  a  change,  or  fupply  a  figure 
himfelf,  that  figure  will  necedarily 
be  in  the  fame  ilile  with  the  red, 
and  his  tade  will  by  this  means  be 
naturally  initiated,  and  nurfed  in 
the  lap  of  grandeur.  He  will  fooner 
perceive  whatconflitutes  this  grand 
itile  by  one  practical  trial  than  by 
a  thoufand  fpeculations,  and  he 
will  in  fome  fort  procure  to  himfelf 
that  advantage  which  in  thefe  later 
ages  has  been  denied  him ;  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  having  the  greateft  of 
artids  for  his  mailer  and  indruflor. 

The  next  lefTon  fhould  be,  to 
change  the  purpofe  of  the  figures 
without  changing  the  attitude,  as 
Tintorethas  done  with  the  Sampfon 
of  Michael  Angelo,  lnftead  of  the 
figure  which  Sampfon  bellrides,  he 
has  placed  an  eagle  under  him, 
and  inflead  of  the  jaw-bone,  thun¬ 
der  and  lightening  in  his  right 
hand,  and  it  becomes  a  Jupiter. 
Titian,  in  the  fame  manner,  has  ta¬ 
ken  the  figure  which  reprefents  God 
dividing  the  light  from  the  dark- 
nefs,  in  the  vault  of  the  Capella 
Sedina,  and  has  introduced  it  in 
the  famous  battle  of  Cadore,  fo 
much  celebrated  by  Vafari ;  and,  ex¬ 
traordinary  as  it  may  feem,  it  is 
here  converted  to  a  general  falling 
from  his  horte.  A  real  judge  who 
fhould  look  at  this  picture,  would 
immediately  pronounce  the  attitude 
of  that  figure  to  be  in  a  greater 
ftile  than  any  other  figure  of  the 
compofition.  Thefe  two  inllances 
may  be  fufficient,  though  many 
more  might  be  given  in  their 
works,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  other 
great  artids. 


ii  5 

When  the  fludent  has  been  ha¬ 
bituated  to  this  grand  conception 
of  the  art,  when  the  relilh  for  this 
di^e  is  ellablifhed,  makes  a  part 
of  himfelf,  and  is  woven  into  his 
mind,  he  will,  by  this  time, 
have  got  a  power  of  felefling  from 
whatever  occurs  in  nature  that  is 
grand,  and  correfponds  with  that 
talle  which  he  has  now  acquired, 
and  will  pafs  over  whatever  is 
common-p’ace  and  infipid.  He 
may  then  bring  to  the  mart  fuch 
works  of  his  own  proper  invention 
as  may  enrich  and  encreafe  the 
general  flock  of  invention  in  our 
art. 

I  am  confident  of  the  truth  and 
propriety  of  the  advice  which  X 
have  recommended  ;  at  the  fame 
time  I  am  aware  how  much,  by  this 
advice,  I  have  laid  myfelf  open  to 
the  farcafms  of  thofe  critics  who 
imagine  cur  art  to  be  a  matter  of 
infpiration.  But  I  fhould  be  forry 
it  fhould  appear  even  to  myfelf 
that  I  wanted  that  courage  which 
I  have  recommended  to  the  dudents 
in  another  way :  equal  courage 
perhaps  is  required  in  the  advifer 
and  the  advifed ;  they  both  mufl 
equally  dare,  and  bid  defiance  to 
narrow  criticifm  and  vulgar  opinion. 

That  the  art  has  been  in  a 
gradual  date  of  decline,  from  the 
age  of  Michael  Angelo  to  the  pre- 
fent,  mud  be  acknowledged ;  and 
we  may  reafonabiy  impute  this  de- 
clenfion  to  the  fame  caufe  to  which 
the  ancient  critics  and  philofophers 
have  imputed  the  corruption  of 
eloquence.  Indeed  the  fame  caufes 
are  likely  at  all  times  and  in  all 
ages  to  produce  the  fame  effefls : 
indolence — not  taking  the  fame 
pains — defiring  to  find  a  fliorter 
I  z  way 
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way— is  the  general  imputed,  caufe. 
The  words  of  Petronius*  are  very 
remarkable.  After  oppofmg  the 
natural  chafle  beauty  of  the  elo¬ 
quence  df  former  ages  to  the 
ilrained  inflated  ffcile  then  in  fafhion, 
“  Neither/’  fays  he,  “  has  the  art 
tS  of  Painting  had  a  better  fate, 
*•'  after  the  boldnefs  of  the  Egyp- 

tians  had  found  out  a  compen- 
“  dious  way  to  execute  fo  great  an 

art>” 

By  compendious ,  I  underhand  him 
to  mean  a  mode  of  painting,  fuch 
as  has  infedted  the  llile  of  the  later 
painters  of  Italy  and  France  ;  com¬ 
mon-place  without  thought,  and 
with  as  little  trouble,  working-  as 

O  § 

by  a  receipt,  in  contradiftinchon 
from  that  ftile  for  which  even  a 
relifli  cannot  be  acquired  without 
care  and  long  attention,  and  molt 
Certainly  the  power  of  executing, 
not  without  the  moil  laborious  ap¬ 
plication. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  flimulate 
the  ambition  of  artiils  to  tread  in 
this  great  path  of  glory,  and,  as 
well  as  I  can,  have  pointed  out  the 
track  which  leads  to  it,  and  have 
at  the  fame  time  told  them  the 
price  at  which  it  may  be  obtained. 
It  is  an  ancient  faying,  that  labour 
is  the  price  which  the  gods  have 
fet  upon  every  thing  valuable. 

The  great  artill  who  has  been  fo 
much  the  fubjedl  oftheprefent  dif- 
courfe,  was  diftinguifhed  even  from 
His  infancy  for  his  indefatigable 
diligence;  and  this  was  continued 
through  his  whole  life,  till  prevented 
by  extreme  old  age.  The  poorell 
of  men,  .as  he  obferved  himfelf,  did 
not  labour  from  necefity,  more 


than  he  did  from  choice.  Indeect, 
from  all  the  circumflances  related 
of  his  life,  he  appears  not  to  have 
had  the  leaf!  conception  that  his 
art  was  to  be  acquired  by  any  other 
means  than  by  great  labour;  and 
yet  he,  of  all  men  that  ever  lived, 
might  make  the  greatefl  pretenfions 
to  the  efficacy  of  native  genius  and 
infpiration.  I  can  have  no  doubt 
that  he  would  have  thought  it  no 
difgrace  to  have  it  faid  of  him,  as 
he  himfelf  faid  of  Raphael,  f  that 
he  did  not  poffefs  his  art  from  na¬ 
ture,  but  by  long  fludy.  He  was 
confcious  that  the  great  excellence 
to  which  he  arrived  was  gained  by 
dint  of  labour;  and  was  unwilling 
to  have  it  thought  that  any  tran- 
feendant  flail,  however  natural  its 
effedls  might  feem,  could  be  pur- 
chafed  at  a  cheaper  price  than  he 
had  paid  for  it.  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  true  drift  of  his  ob- 
fervation.  We  cannot  fuppofe  it 
made  with  any  intention  of  de¬ 
preciating  the  genius  of  Raphael, 
of  whom  he  always  fpoke,  as  Con- 
divi  fays,  with  the  greatefl  refpedl: 
though  they  were  rivals,  no  fuch 
ill iberality  exifled  between  them  ; 
and  Puaphael  on  his  part  entertained 
the  greatefl  veneration  for  Michael 
Angelo,  as  appears  from  the  fpeecli 
which  is  recorded  of  him,  that  he 
congratulated  himfelf,  and  thanked 
God  that  he  was  born  in  the  fame 
age. 

If  the  high  efleem  and  veneration 
in  which  Michael  Angelo  has  been 
held  by  all  nations  and  in  all  ages, 
fhould  be  put  to  the  account  of 
prejudice,  it  mull  Hill  be  granted 
that  thofe  prejudices  could  not  have 


*  Picluva  quoque  non  ahum  ex  I  turn  fecit  poflquam  /Egyptiorum  audacia  tarn 
magnse  arris  compendiariam  invenit. 

d  u  Che  Rafaello  non  ebbs  queji'  arte  da  natnra  ma  per  lungo  fludio .” 

been 
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t>een  entertained  without  a  caufe : 
the  ground  of  our  prejudice  then 
becomes  the  fource  of  our  admira¬ 
tion.  But  from  whatever  it  pro¬ 
ceeds,  or  whatever  it  is  called,  it 
will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  p  re¬ 
fit  mpt  nous  in  me  to  appear  in  the 
train,  I  cannot  fay  of  his  imitators, 
bur  of  his  admirers.  I  have  taken 
another  courfe,  one  more  iuited  to 
my  abilities,  and  to  the  tade  of  the 
times  in  which  I  live.  Yet  how¬ 
ever  unequal  I  feel  myfelf  to  that 
attempt,  were  I  now  to  begin  the 
world  again,  I  would  tread  in  the 
fieps  of  that  great  mailer :  to  kifs 
the  hem  of  his  garment;  to  catch 
the  flighted  of  his  perfections, 
would  be  glory  and  didindticn 
enough  for  an  ambitious  man. 

I  feel  a  felf-congratulation  in 
knowing  myfelf  capable  of  fuch 
fenfations  as  he  intended  to  excite. 
I  refleCt  not  without  vanity,  that 
thefe  Difcourfes  bear  teftimony  of 
Ely  admiration  of  that  truly  divine 
man ;  and  I  fliould  defire  that  the 
lad  words  which  I  fliould  pronounce 
in  this  academy,  and  from  this  place, 
might  be  the  name  of-r— Michael 
An  g  e  lo. 


On  the  excellence  cf  the  Britifh  Con¬ 
futation  ;  from  “  An  Appeal  from 


fs  the  New  to  the  Old  A  hi 


N' 


1I7HAT  has  been  faid  of  the 
v  V  Roman  empire,  is  at  lead  as 
true  of  the  Britifli  conditution-^— 
“  Ociingcntorum  anno  rum  for  tun  a, 
“  dijcivlinaque,  computes  base  coaduit ; 
ff  ques  connjelli  fine  con-v client iutn  exit  10 
“  non  potef. *WThis  British  consti¬ 
tution  has  not  been  flruck  out  at  an 
heat  by  a  let  of  prefumptuous  men, 
like  the  aflembly  of  pettifoggers  run 
r*iad  in  Paris, 


<f  Tis  not  the  hafty  produCf  of  a  day, 
“  But  the  well-ripen’.d  fruit  of  wife 

“  delay.’' 

It  is  the  refult  of  the  thoughts  of 
many  minds,  in  many  ages.  It  is 
no  Ample,  no  fuperficial  thing,  nor 
to  be  edimated  by  fuperficial  un- 
derdandings.  An  ignorant  man, 
who  is  not  fool  enough  to  meddle 
with  his  clock,  is  however  fufH- 
ciently  confident  to  think  he  can 
fafely  take  to  pieces,  and  put  toge¬ 
ther  at  his  pleafure,  a  moral  ma¬ 
chine  of  another  guife  importance 
and  complexity,  compofed  of  far 
Gther  wheels,  and  fprings,  and  ba¬ 
lances,  and  counteracting  and  co¬ 
operating  powers.  Men  little  think 
how  immorally  they  aft  in  r  a  Ally 
meddling  with  what  they  do  not 
underhand.  Their  delufive  good 
intention  is  no  fort  of  excufe  for 
their  prefumption.  They  who  truly 
mean  well  mud  be  fearful  of  ading 
ill.  The  Britifli  confutation  may- 
have  its  advantages  pointed  out  to 
wife  and  refleCling  minds ;  but  it  is 
of  too  high  an  order  of  excellence 
to  be  adapted  to  thofe  which  are 
common,  [t  takes  in  too  many 
views,  it  makes  too  many  combina¬ 
tions,  to  be  lo  much  as  compre¬ 
hended  by  lhallow  and  fuperficial 
underdandings.  Profound  thinkers 
will  know  it  in  its  rcafon  and  fpirit. 
The  lefs  enquiring  will  recognize 
it  in  their  feelings  and  their  ex¬ 
perience.  They  will  thank  God 
they  have  a  dandard,  which,  in  the 
mod  eflential  point  of  this  great 
concern,  will  put  them  on  a  par 
with  the  mod  wife  and  knowing. 

If  we  do  not  take  to  our  aid  the 
foregone  dudies  of  men  reputed 
intelligent  and  learned,  we  lhall  he 
always  beginners.  But  in  efreCl, 
men  mud'  learn  fo in e where  ;  and 

I  3 
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the  new  teachers  mean  no  more 
than  what  they  effebl,  that  is,  to  de¬ 
prive  men  of  the  benefit  of  the  col¬ 
lected  wifdom  of  mankind,  and  to 
make  them  blind  difciples  of  their 
own  particular  preemption.  Talk 
to  thefc  deluded  creatures,  (all  the 
difciples  and  moil  of  the  mailers) 
who  are  taught  to  think  themfelves 
fo  newly  fitted  up  and  furnilhed, 
and  you  will  find  nothing  in  their 
houfes  but  the  refufe  of  Knaves  Acres 
nothing  but  the  rotten  fluff,  worn 
out  in  the  fervice  of  delufion  and 
fedicion  in  all  ages,  and  which  be¬ 
ing  newly  furbifhed  up,  patched,  and 
varnilhed,  ferves  well  enough  for 
thofe  who  being  unacquainted  with 
the  conflict  which  has  always  been 
maintained  between  the  fenfeandthe 
nonfenfe  of  mankind,  know  nothing 
of  the  former  exiftence  and  the  an- 
tient  refutation  of  the  fame  follies. 
It  is  near  two  thoufand  years  fince 
it  has  been  obferved,  that  thefe  de¬ 
vices  of  ambition,  avarice,  and  tur¬ 
bulence,  were  antiquated.  They 
are,  indeed,  the  moll  antient  of  all 
common  places;  common  places, 
fometimes  of  good  and  necefiary 
caufes;  more  frequently  of  the  worft, 
but  which  decide  upon  neither. — 
Eadem  fesnper  caufa ,  libido  et  ava- 
ritia ,  et  mutandarum  rerum  amor. — 
Ceierum  libertas  et  fpecicfa  nomina 
pretexuntur ;  nee  quifquam  alienum 
ferviiium ,  et  dominationern  Jibi  concu- 
pivit ,  ut  non  eadem  ijla  vocabulo 
ufurparet. 

Rational  and  experienced  men, 
tolerably  well  know,  and  have  al¬ 
ways  known,  howto  diilinguifh  be¬ 
tween  true  and  falfe  liberty;  and 
between  the  genuine  adherence  and 
the  falfe  pretence  to  what  is  true. 
Rut  none,  except  thofe  who  are 
profoundly  itudied,  can  comprehend 
the  elaborate  contrivance  of  a  fa¬ 


bric  fitted  to  unite  private  and 
public  liberty  with  public  force, 
with  order,  with  peace,  with  juf- 
tice,  and,  above  all,  with  the  con¬ 
trivances  formed  for  bellowing  per¬ 
manence  and  liability  through  ages, 
upon  this  invaluable  whole. 

Place,  for  inllance,  before  your 
eyes,  fuch  a  man  as  Montefquieu. 
Think  of  a  genius  not  born  in  eve¬ 
ry  country,  or  every  time ;  a  man 
gifted  by  nature  with  a  penetrating 
aquilineeye;  with  a  judgment  pre¬ 
pared  with  the  moil  extenfive  eru¬ 
dition;  with  an  herculean  robuft- 
nefs  of  mind,  and  nerves  not  to  be 
broken  with  labour ;  a  man  who 
could  fpend  twenty  years  in  one 
purfuit.  Think  of  a  man,  like  the 
univerfal  patriarch  in  Milton  (who 
had  drawn  up  before  him  in  his 
prophetic  vifion  the  whole  feries 
of  the  generations  which  were  to 
iffue  from  his  loins)  a  man  capable 
of  placing  in  review,  after  having 
brought  together,  from  the  eafl,  the 
weft,  the  north,  and  the  fouth,  from 
the  coarfenefs  of  the  rudeft  barba- 
rifm  to  the  moft  refined  and  fubtle 
civilization,  all  the  fchemes  of  go¬ 
vernment  which  had  ever  prevailed 
amongft  mankind,  weighing,  mea- 
furing,  collating,  and  comparing 
them  all,  joining  fadl  with  theory, 
and  calling  into  council,  upon  all 
this  infinite  aftemblage  of  things, 
all  the  fpeculations  which  have  fa¬ 
tigued  the  underftandings  of  pro¬ 
found  reafoners  in  all  times !— Let 
us  then  confider,  that  all  thefe  were 
but  fo  many  preparatory  fteps  to 
qualify  a  man,  and  fuch  a  man, 
tindlured  with  no  national  preju¬ 
dice,  with  no  domeftic  affe&ion, 
to  admire,  and  to  hold  cut  to  the 
admiration  of  mankind,  the  confti- 
tution  of  England  !  And  fhall  we 
Engiiihmen  revoke  to  fuch  a  fuit 

Shall 
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Shall  we,  when  fo  much  more  than 
he  has  produced,  remains  ftill  to  be 
underftood  and  admired,  inftead  of 
keeping  ourfelves  in  the  fchools  of 
real  fcience,  choofe  for  our  teachers 
men  incapable  ofbeing  taught,  whofe 
only  claim  to  know  is,  that  they 
have  never  doubted;  from  whom 
we  can  learn  nothing  but  their  own 
indocility ;  who  would  teach  us  to 
fcorn  what  in  the  filence  of  our 
hearts  we  ought  to  adore  ? 

Different  from  them  are  all  the 
great  critics.  They  have  taught 
us  one  effential  rule.  1  think  the 
excellent  and  philofophic  artift  a 
true  judge,  as  well  as  a  perfect  fol¬ 
lower  of  nature,  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  has  fomewhere  applied  it, 
or  fomething  like  it,  in  his  own 
profeilion.  It  is  this.  That  if  ever 
we  fhould  find  ourfelves  difpofed 
not  to  admire  thofe  writers,  Livy 
and  Virgil  for  inftance,  whom  all 
the  learned  had  admired,  not  to 
follow  our  own  fancies,  but  to  fludy 
them  until  we  know  how  and  what 
we  ought  to  admire ;  and  if  we 
cannot  arrive  at  this  combination 
of  admiration  with  knowledge,  ra¬ 
ther  to  believe  that  we  are  dull, 
than  that  the  reft  of  the  world  has 
been  impofed  on.  It  is  as  good  a 
rule,  at  leaft,  with  regard  to  this 
admired  conftitution.  We  ought  to 
underftand  it  according  to  our  mea- 
fure ;  and  to  venerate  where  we 
are  not  able  prefently  to  compre¬ 
hend. 

Such  were  cur  fathers  to  whom 
we  owe  this  fplendid  inheritance. 
Let  us  improve  it  with  zeal,  but 
with  fear.  Let  us  follow  our  an- 
celtors,  men  not  without  a  rational, 
though  without  an  exclufive  confi¬ 
dence  in  themfelves ;  who,  by  re- 
fpeCting  the  reafon  of  others,  who, 
by  looking  backward  as  well  as 
forward,  by  the  modefty  as  well  as 


by  the  energy  of  their  minds,  went 
on,  infenfibly  drawing  this  conftitu¬ 
tion  nearer  and  nearer  to  its  per¬ 
fection  by  never  departing  from  its 
fundamental  principles,  nor  intro¬ 
ducing  any  amendment  which  had 
not  a  lubfilting  root  in  the  laws, 
conftitution,  and  ufages  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 


DJcufJion  of  the  queftion ,  “  What  do 
<e  <we  mean  --when  -ive  fay  the 
<f  PEOPLE?”  From  the  fame . 

IN  a  ftate  of  rude  nature  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  a  people.  A 
number  of  men  in  themfelves  have 
no  collective  capacity.  The  idea 
of  a  people  is  die  idea  of  a  corpora¬ 
tion.  It  is  wholly  artificial;  and 
made  like  all  other  legal  fictions  by 
common  agreement.  Waat  the 
particular  nature  of  that  agreement 
was,  is  collected  from  the  form  into 
which  the  particular  fociety  has  been 
caft.  Any  other  is  not  their  cove¬ 
nant.  When  men,  therefore,  break 
up  the  original  compaCt  or  agree¬ 
ment  which  gives  its  corporate  form 
and  capacity  to  a  ftate,  they  are  no 
longer  a  people ;  they  have  no  longer 
a  corporate  exiftence;  they  have  no 
longer  a  legal  coaCtive  force  to  bind 
within,  nor  a  claim  to  be  recognized 
abroad.  They  are  a  number  of 
vague  loofe  individuals,  and  nothing 
more.  With  them  all  is  to  begin 
again.  Alas !  they  little  know  how 
many  a  weary  ftep  is  to  be  taken 
before  they  can  form  themfelves 
into  a  mafs,  which  has  a  true  poiitic 
perfonality. 

We  hear  much  from  men,  who 
have  not  acquired  their  hardineis 
of  afiertion  from  the  profundity  of 
their  thinking,  about  the  omnipo¬ 
tence  of  a  majority ,  .n  fuch  a  diifo- 
lution  of  an  ancient  icciety  as  hath 
I  4  taken 
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taken  place  in  France.  But  among!! 
men  fo  dilbanded,  there  can  be  no 
fuch  thing  as  majority  or  minority, 
or  ppwer  in  any  one  perfon  to  bind 
another.  The  power  of  afting  by 
a  majority,  which  the  gentlemen 
theorifts  feem  to  alfume  lo  readily, 
after  they  have  violated  the  contract 
out  of  which  it  has  arifen,  (if  at  all 
it  exilled)  mull  be  grounded  on  two 
afiumptions;  firll,  that  of  an  incor¬ 
poration  produced  by  unanimity ; 
and  fecondly,  an  unanimous  agree¬ 
ment,  that  the  ad  of  a  mere  majo¬ 
rity  (fay  of  one)  fhall  pafs  will 
them  and  with  others  as  the  ad  of 
the  whole. 

We  are  fo  little  affefted  by  things 
which  are  habitual,  that  we  conii- 
cer  this  idea  of  the  decilion  of  a 
majority  as  if  it  were  a  law  of  our 
original  nature  :  but  fuch  conitruc- 
tive  whole,  refiding  in  a  part  only, 
is  one  of  the  moil  violent  fidions  of 
pofitive  law,  that  ever  has  been  or 
can  be  made  on  the  principles  of 
artificial  incorporation.  Out  of  ci¬ 
vil  fociety  nature  knows  nothing  of 
it ;  nor  are  men,  even  when  arrang¬ 
ed  according  to  civil  order,  other- 
wife  than'  by  very  long  training, 
brought  at  all  to  fu'bmit  to  it.  The 
mind  is  brought  far  more  eaiily  to 
acquiefce  in  the  proceedings  of  one 
man,  or  a  few,  who  ad  under  a 
general  procuration  for  the  hate, 
than  in  the  vote  of  a  vidoricus  ma¬ 
jority  in  councils  in  which  every 
man  has  his  fhare  in  the  delibera¬ 
tion.  For  there  the  beaten  party 
are  exafperated  and  foured  by  the 
previous  contention,  and  mortified 
by  the  conclufive  defeat.  This  mode 
of  decilion,  vvhdre  wills  may  be  fo 
nearly  equal,  where,  according  to 
circumftantes,  the  fmaller  number 
may  be  the  ftronger  force,  and 
where  apparent  realbn  may  be  all 


upon  one  fide,  and  on  the  othey 
little  elfe  than  impetuous  appetite  ; 
all  this  mull  be  the  refult  of  a  very 
particular  and  fpecial  convention, 
confirmed  afterwards  by  long  ha¬ 
bits  of  obedience,  by  a  fort  of  dif- 
cipline  in  fociety,  and  by  a  llrotjg 
hand,  veiled  with  flationary  per¬ 
manent  power,  to  enforce  this  fort 
of  conlirudive  general  will.  What 
organ  it  is  that  fhall  declare  the 
corporate  mind  is  fo  much  a  matter 
of  pofitive  arrangement,  that  feve- 
ral  Hates,  for  the  validity  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  adls,  have  required  a 
proportion  of  voices  much  greater 
than  that  of  a  mere  majority.  Thefe 
proportions  are  fo  entirely  govern¬ 
ed  by  convention,  that  in  fome  cafes 
the  minority  decides.  The  laws  in 
many  countries  to  condemn  require 
more  than  a  mere  majority ;  lefs 
than  an  equal  number  to  acquit.  In 
our  judicial  trials  we  require  unani¬ 
mity  either  to  condemn  or  to  ab- 
folve.  In  fome  incorporations  one 
man  fpeaks  for  the  whole;  in  others, 
a  few.  Until  the  other  day,  in  the 
ccnftitution  of  Poland,  unanimity 
was  required  to  give  validity  to  any 
aft  of  their  great  national  council 
or  diet.  This  approaches  much  more 
nearly  to  rude  nature  than  the  in- 
flitutions  of  any  other  country. 
Such,  indeed,  every  commonwealth 
mull  be,  without  a  pofitive  law  to 
recognize  in  a  certain  number  the 
will  of  the  entire  body. 

If  men  difiolve  their  antient  in¬ 
corporation,  in  order  to  regenerate 
their  community,  in  that  llate  of 
things  each  man  has  a  right,  if  he 
pleafes,  to  remain  '  an  individual. 
Any  number  cf  individuals,  who 
can  agree  upon  it,  have  an  un¬ 
doubted  rig-lit  to  form  themlelves 
into  a  Hate  apart  and  wholly  in- 
dependent.  If  any  of  thel'e  is 
+  •  '  •  ‘  forced 
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Ibrced  into  the  fellowfhip  of  ano¬ 
ther,  this  is  conqueft  and  not  corn- 
pad.  On  every  principle,  which 
luppofes  fociety  to  be  in  virtue  of  a 
free  covenant,  this  compulfive  in¬ 
corporation  muff  be  null  and  void. 

As  a  people  can  have  no  right  to 
a  corporate  capacity  without  uni- 
verfal  confent,  fo  neither  have  they 
a  right  to  hold  exclufively  any  lands 
in  the  name  and  title  of  a  corpo¬ 
ration.  On  the  fcheme  of  the  pie-r 
fent  rulers  in  our  neighbouring 
country,  regenerated  as  they  are, 
they  have  no  more  right  to  the 
territory  called  France  than  I  have. 
1  have  a  right  to  pitch  my  tent 
jn  any  unoccupied  place  I  can  find 
for  it ;  and  I  may  apply  to  my  own 
maintenance  any  part  of  their  un¬ 
occupied  foil.  I  may  purchafe  the 
houfe  or  virieyard  of  any  individual 
proprietor  who  refufes  his  confent 
(and  molt  proprietors  have,  as  far 
ps  they  dared,  refufed  it)  to  the 
new  incorporation.  I  Hand  in  his 
independent  place.  Who  are  thefe 
infolent  men,  calling  themfelves  the 
French  nation,  that  would  monopo¬ 
lize  this  fair  domain  of  nature  ?  Is 
it  becaufe  they  fpeak  a  certain  jar¬ 
gon  ?  Is  it  their  mode  of  chatter¬ 
ing,  to  me  unintelligible,  that  forms 
their  title  to  my  land  ?  Who  are 
they  who  claim  by  prefedption 
find  defeent  from  certain  gangs  of 
banditti  called  Franks,  and  Bur¬ 
gundians,  and  Viligoths,  of  whom 
I  may  have  never  heard,  and  ninety- 
pine  out  of  an  hundred  of  them- 
ielves  certainly  never  have  heard; 
*vhiU!  at  the  very  time  they  tell 
me,  that  prefeription  and  long  pof- 
feilion  form  no  title  to  property  ? 
Who  are  they  that  prefume  to  afl'ert 
fBat  the  land  which  I  purchafed  of 
the  individual,  a  natural  perlon,  and 


not  a  fidion  of  Hate,  belongs  to 
them,  who  in  the  very 1  capacity  in 
which  they  make  their  claim  can 
exiH  only  as  an  imaginary  being, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  very  preferip¬ 
tion  which  they  rejed  and  difovvn  ? 
This  mode  of  arguing  might  be 
puflied  into  all  the  detail,  fo  as  to 
leave  no  fort  of  doubt,  that  on  their 
principles,  and  on  the  fort  of  foot¬ 
ing  on  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  placp  themfelves,  the 
crowd  of  men  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  channel,  who  have  the  impu¬ 
dence  to  call  themfelves  a  people, 
can  never  be  the  lawful  exclufive 
pofithbrs  of  the  foil.  By  what  they 
call  reafoning  without  prejudice, 
they  leave  not  one  Hone  upon  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  fabric  of  human  fociety. 
They  fubvert  all  the  authority  which 
they  hold,  as  well  as  all  that  which 
they  have  deftroyed. 

As  in  the  abHrad,  it  is  perfedly 
clear,  that,  out  of  a  Hate  of  civil 
fociety,  majority  and  minority  are 
relations  which  can  have  no  ex- 
illence ;  and  that  in  civil  fociety, 
its  own  fpecific  conventions  in  each 
incorporation,  determine  what  ijfis 
that  conftitutes  the  people,  fo  as  to 
make  their  ad  the  fignification  of 
the  general  will;  fo  it  is,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  equally  clear,  that  neither  in 
France  nor  in  England  has  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  or  any  fubfequent  compad  of 
the  Hate,  exprefied  or  implied,  con- 
Hituted  a  majority  of  men,  told  by  the 
head,  to  be  the  adding  people  eftheir 
feveral  communities.  And  I  fee  as 
little  of  policy  or  utility  as  there  is 
of  right,  in  laying  down  a  principle 
that  a  majority  of  men  told  by  the 
head  are  to  be  confidered  as  the 
people,  and  that  as  fuch  their  will 
is  to  be  law.  What  policy  can 
there  be  found  in  arrangements 
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made  in  defiance  of  every  political 
principle  ?  To  enable  men  to  a6t 
with  the  weight  and  character  of  a 
people,  and  to  anfwer  the  ends  for 
which  they  are  incorporated  into 
that  capacity,  vve  mud  fuppofe  them 
(by  means  immediate  or  confe- 
quential)  to  be  in  that  date  of 
habitual  focial  difcipline,  in  which 
the  vvifer,  the  more  expert,  and  the 
more  opulent,  conduft,  and  by  con¬ 
ducing  enlighten  and  protect  the 
weaker,  the  lefs  knowing,  and  the 
lefs  provided  with  the  goods  of  for¬ 
tuned  When  the  multitude  are  not 
under  this  difcipline,  they  can 
fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  in  civil  fo- 
ciety.  Give  once  a  certain  con- 
flitution  of  things,  which  produces 
a  variety  of  conditions  and  circum- 
flances  in  a  Hate,  and  there  is  in 
nature  and  reafon  a  principle  which, 
for  their  own  benefit,  poflpones, 
not  the  interefl  but  the  judgment, 
of  thofe  who  are  tnimero  plures ,  to 
thofe  who  are  <virtiite  et  ho  nor  e  mi~ 
norcs.  Numbers  in  a  Hate  (fuppo- 
iing,  which  is  not  the  cafe  of  the 
French,  that  a  Hate  does  exilt)  are 
always  of  confideration  —  but  they 
are  not  the  whole  confideration.  It 
is  in  things  more  ferious  than  a 
play,  that  it  may  be  truly  faid,y2?//r 
eft  equitem  mibi  pi  and  ere. 

A  true  natural  ariflocracy  is  not 
a  feparate  interefl  in  the  Hate,  or 
feparable  from  it.  It  is  an  effential 
integrant  part  of  any  large  people 
rightly  conflicted.  It  is  formed  out 
cf  a  clafs  of  legitimate  preemp¬ 
tions,  which,  taken  as  generalities, 
muit  be  admitted  for  aOlual  truths. 
To  be  bred  in  a  place  of  eftima- 
tion ;  to  fee  nothing  low  and  for¬ 
did  from  one’s  infancy :  to  be 
taught  to  refpedl  one’s  lelf ;  to  be 
habituated  to  the  cenforial  infpec- 
tion  of  the  public  eye;  to  look 
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early  to  public  opinion ;  to  Hand 
upon  fuck  elevated  ground  as  to 
be  enabled  to  take  a  large  view  of 
the  wide-fpread  and  infinitely  di- 
verfified  combinations  of  men  and 
affairs  in  a  large  fociety ;  to  have 
leifure  to  read,  to  refleft,  to  con- 
verfe  ;  to  be  enabled  to  draw  the 
court  and  attention  of  the  wife  and 
learned  wherever  they  are  to  be 
found  ;  to  be  habituated  in  armies 
to  command  and  to  obey ;  to  be 
taught  to  defpife  danger  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  honour  and  duty ;  to  be 
formed  to  the  greateff  degree  of 
vigilance,  forefight,  and  circum- 
ipeefion,  in  a  Hate  of  things  in 
which  no  fault  is  committed  with 
impunity,  and  the  flighted:  miflakes 
draw  on  the  mofl  ruinous  confe- 
quences — to  be  led  to  a  guarded 
and  regulated  conduct,  from  a  fenfe 
that  you  are  confidered  as  an,  in- 
flructor  of  your  fellow-citizens  in 
their  highefl  concerns,  and  that  you 
a 61  as  a  reconciler  between  God 
and  man — to  be  employed  as  an 
adminiilrator  cf  law  andjuflice,  and 
to  be  thereby  amongfl  the  firfl  be- 
nefaflors  to  mankind — to  be  a  pro- 
feffor  of  high  fcience,  or  of  a  liberal 
and  ingenuous  art — to  be  amongft 
rich  traders,  who  from  their  fuc- 
cefs  are  prefumed  to  have  fharp  and 
vigorous  underflandings,  and  to  pof- 
fefs  the  virtues  of  diligence,  order, 
conflancy,  and  regularity,  and  to 
have  cultivated  an  habitual  regard 
to  commutative  juftice.— ' Thefe  are 
the  circumflances  of  men,  who  form 
what  I  fhould  call  a  natural  ariflo- 
cracy,  without  which  there  is  no 
nation. 

The  Hate  of  civil  fociety,  which 
neceffarily  generates  this  ariflo- 
cracy,  is  a  Hate  of  nature ;  and 
much  more  truly  fo  than  a  favage 
and  incoherent  mode  of  life;  for 
— man 
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man  is  by  nature  reafonable,  and 
he  is  never  perfedly  in  his  natural 
Hate,  but  when  he  is  placed  where 
reafon  may  be  bell  cultivated,  and 
moft  predominates.  Art  is  man’s 
nature.  We  are  as  much,  at  lead, 
in  a  date  of  nature  in  formed  man¬ 
hood,  as  in  immature  and  helplefs 
infancy.  To  give  no  more  im¬ 
portance,  in  the  focial  order,  to 
fuch  defcriptions  of  men  as  I  have 
dated,  than  that  of  fo  many  units, 
is  an  horrible  ufurpation.  Men  fo 
qualified  form  in  nature,  as  (he  ope¬ 
rates^  in  the  common  modification 
of  lociety,  the  leading,  guiding, 
and  governing  part.  It  is  the  foul 
to  the  body,  without  which  the 
man  does  not  exid. 

When  great  multitudes  ad  to¬ 
gether,  under  that  difcipline  of  na¬ 
ture,  I  recognize  the  PEOPLE. 
I  acknowledge  lomething  that  per¬ 
haps  equals,  and  ought  always  to 
guide,  the  fovereignty  of  conven¬ 
tion.  In  all  thinp-s  the  voice  of  this 
grand  chorus  of  national  harmony 
ought  to  have  a  mighty  and  deci¬ 
sive  influence.  But  when  you  dif- 
turb  this  harmony  ;  when  you  break 
up  this  beautiful  order,  this  array 
of  truth  and  nature,  as  well  as  of 
habit  and  prejudice  ;  when  you  fe- 
parate  the  common  fort  of  men 
from  their  proper  chieftains,  fo  as 
to  form  them  into  an  adverfe  army, 
I  no  longer  know  that  venerable 
objed  called  the  people  in  fuch  a 
dilhanded  race  of  deferters  and  va¬ 
gabonds.  For  a  while  they  may 
be  terrible  indeed ;  but  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  wild  beads  are  terrible. 
The  mind  owes  to  them  no  fort  of 
fubmilfion.  They  are,  as  they  have 
always  been  reputed,  rebels.  They 
may  lawfully  be  fought  with,  and 
brought  under,  whenever  an  ad¬ 


vantage  offers.  Thofe  who  attempt 
by  outrage  and  violence  to  deprive 
men  of  any  advantage  which  they 
hold  under  the  laws,  and  to  dedroy 
the  order  of  life,  proclaim  war 
againd  them. 


Obfer-vations  on  the  tenure  by  <ivbicb 
the  Tackfnen  of  the  Highland's  for¬ 
merly  held  their  Farms ,  and  on 
their  expulfion  from  them  in  modern 
times ;  from  “  Prof  pedis  and  Ob - 
“  fervations  on  a  Tour  in  England 
“  ^/Scotland,  /^Thomas  Nevvte, 
«  Efq” 

H  E  tackfmen  of  the  High¬ 
lands  were  ufually  defcen- 
dants  of  thofe  heads  of  families  of 
whom  they  held  their  lands.  In 
former  times,  as  is  generally  known, 
before  the  introdudion,  at  lead  be¬ 
fore  the  improvement  of  arts  and 
commerce,  in  Scotland,  there  were 
no  other  ways  in  which  gentlemen 
had  it  in  their  power  to  make 
provifion  for  their  younger  fons, 
than  to  fend  them  into  foreign  mili¬ 
tary  fervice,  or  tq  fettle  them  on 
portions  of  their  own  edates,  re¬ 
serving  to  themfelves  and  the  elder 
branches  of  the  family  certain  an¬ 
nual  rents  and  fervices.  Thefe 
grants  were  not  underdood  to  be 
temporary,  or  revocable  at  the  ca¬ 
price  of  any  fucceeding  feudal  fu- 
perior,  but  perpetual.  The  chief 
who  made  them,  concerned  for  the 
welfare  and  liability  of  all  his  chil¬ 
dren,  or  rather  near  relations,  con¬ 
futed  their  happinefs  by  placing 
them  in  advantageous  farms;  and 
the  dignity,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  his  family, 
by  the  demefnes  that  remained  in 
their  own  hands^  as  well  as  by  the 

annual 
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annual  rents  already  mentioned, 
paid  for  the  mod;  part  in  kind,  and 
therefore  commutable,  at  any  given 
period,  with  the  varying  value  of 
money.  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed. 
In  fair  and  equitable  conilruflion, 
that  the  farms,  or  conditional 
"rants  of  lands,  were  ever  intended 

<o 

to  be  revoked,  while  the  original 
motive  for  making  them  remained 
undiminifhed.  But  that  motive  not 
only  remained  undiminifhed,  but 
every  day,  by  the  increafe  of  thofe 
to  be  provided  for  (and  the  warm 
attachment  of  the  ancient  Scots  to 
their  kindred  is  univerfally  allowed), 
was  krengthened. 

In  fome  periods  and  in  fome  pla¬ 
ces  thofe  grants  of  farms  were  made 
by  a  conveyance  emblematical  and 
verbal :  in  other  periods,  and  other 
places,  not  only  by  means  of  em¬ 
blems,  but  in  writing.  In  Argyle- 
ihire,  and  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the 
Highlands,  it  became  common  to 
convey  land,  and  make  other  tranf- 
ferences  of  property  in  writing,  at 
a  time  when  letters  were  but  little 
known,  and  lefs  in  ufe,  in  thofe 
•quarters  that  were  cut  off  by  their 
remote  lituation  from  that  inter- 
courfe  which  introduced  the  art  and 
praflice  of  writing  into  the  dikrifts 
contiguous  to  the  civilized  Low¬ 
lands.  Hence  it  very  naturally 
happened,  that  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Argylefhire,  in  Perthlhire, 
Aberdeenlhire,  Murray,  and  Rofs, 
grants  of  land  were  made  in  \yrir 
ting,  while  in  Liverne'fslhire,  Suth- 
erlandlhire,  the  northern  parts  of 
Argylefhire,  and  theWeftern  Iflands, 

/  the  old  mode  was  continued,  of  ver¬ 
bal  or  emblematical  transference. 
jii  Rofsfhire,  particularly,  it  would 
appear  that  letters,  and  the  ufe  of 
letters  in  civil  affairs,  had  been 
early  introduced  and  widely  fpread ; 


for  property  is  more  equally  divided 
in  that  county  than  in  moll  other 
counties  in  Scotland,  and  than  in 
any  other  of  the  Highlands.  Agrees 
ably  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  is  from 
the  great  ekates  on  the  northern 
and  we  kern  fides  of  Scotland,  that 
the  defendants  of  the  original 
tackfmen  of  the  land,  with  their 
families,  have  been  obliged  to  mi¬ 
grate  by  the  pofitive  and  unrelentr 
ing  demands  of  rent  beyond,  what 
it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  and 
indeed,  in  violation  of  thofe  con¬ 
ditions  that  were  underkood,  and  ob- 
ferved  between  the  original  grantor 
and  original  tenant,  and  their  pof- 
terity,  for  centuries.  In  all  other 
countries,  and  in  all  other  cafes,  civil 
rights  are  confirmed  by  antiquity  of 
poffefiion.  By  a  krange  perverfity  of 
circumkances,  it  has  happened  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  ikand,  and,  it 
feems,  may  happen,  that  a  right  of 
property  in  land  is  not  confirmed  by 
length  of  time,  but  undermined  and 
fubverted.  It  is  not  undoubtedly, 
that  there  is  any  thing  magical  in  a 
piece  of  paper  or  parchment  marked 
by  certain  figures,  that  written  docu¬ 
ments  are  accounted  a  proper  con¬ 
veyance  ofproperty  inland  or  other 
tenements:  No.  To  affert  this, 
would  be  to  confound  the  fubkance 
with  the  lhadow.  Written  records 
are  of  no  other  authority  than  as  far 
as  they  ferve  to  declare  the  mutua| 
confent  of  the  contrafling  parties. 
This  confent,  before  the  ufe  of  let¬ 
ters,  was  more  emphatically  declar¬ 
ed  by  the  mutual  deliverance  and 
acceptance  of  Hone  and  earth,  or 
other  fymbols :  and  fo  natural  and 
exprefiive  did  this  praflice,  which 
was  called  feijin ,  appear  to  the  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  of  mankind,  that  it  ha§ 
not  yet  been  wholly  fuperfeded  by 
the  pie  of  letters,  either  in  Scotland^  j 
;  •  ‘  "  '  ■  ■  '  pr  I 
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6r  England.  Seifm,  occupancy, 
long  and  uninterrupted  pofleflion, 
form  the  mod  fubdantial  right  that 
is  generally  to  be  found  to  any  fpe- 
cies  of  property.  Yet  this  right, 
fo  plain,  fo  palpable,  and  univer- 
fally  refpefled  by  men  and  nations, 
has  been  openly  and  flagrantly  vio¬ 
lated  in  the  cafe  of  the  unfortunate 
tackfmen.  This  clafs  of  men,  bred 
up  in  an  hereditary  attachment  to 
the  heads  of  their  families,  mult, 
no  doubt,  be  equally  furprifed  and 
grieved  at  a  fullen  call,  as  if  they 
were  ftrangers,  either  to  come  for¬ 
ward  with  exorbitant  rents,  or  to 
leave  for  ever  the  beloved  haunts  of 
their  youth,  the  feats  of  their  an- 
ceftors  for  ages,  the  kindred  foil 
over  which  the  genii  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers  feemed  Hill  to  hover,  and  to 
which  their  fouls  dedfadly  cleave 
with  a  kind  of  filial  affe&ion. 

The  enormity  of  that  treatment, 
they  infill:,  which  has  occafioned  the 
emigration  of  fo  great  a  number  of 
the  middling  gentry,  who  form  the 
ftrength,  and  do  the  honours,  as  it 
were,  of  the  country,  is  aggravated 
by  the  confideraiion  that  there  was 
a  period  when  the  chief,  who  expels 
the  tackfman  from  his  hereditary 
poffieffion,  had  himfelf  no  other  right 
to  his  domnin  than  that  of  occu¬ 
pancy,  though  a  written  charter  was 
procured  afterwards.  The  king,  or 
commander  in  chief  cf  the  army, 
parcelled  out  the  land  to  his  officers, 
on  the  neceflary  and  obvious  con¬ 
dition,  that  they  fhould maintain,  and 
be  ready  to  bring  into  the  field,  a 
certain  force  for  the  fupport  of  that 
government  under  the  authority  of 
which  they  held  their  new  poflefiions. 
The  chiefs  w'ho  held  diredlly  of  the 
crown  diftributed  the  greater  part 
of  their  lands  among  the  mod  dif- 
tinguiflied  and  mod  favoured  of 
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their  adherents,  generally  of  their 
own  blood,  on  conditions  dmilar  to 
thofe  on  which  they  themfelves  held 
their  edates  of  the  lord  paramount: 
thefe  feudal  vaffals  let  fmaller  lots, 
under  the  name  of  ploughs  of  land, 
on  dmilar  conditions,  to  the  huf- 
bandmen ;  and  thefe  again  fub-let 
pendicles  to  the  great  body  of  the 
labouring  people.  The  fame  ana¬ 
logy  ran  throughout  the  whole  feu¬ 
dal  fydem,  from  the  throne  to  the 
lowed  cottager.  Neither  the  grant 
of  the  extenfive  domain  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  tenant  of  the  crown,  nor 
that  of  the  tenant  of  the  crown  to 
his  vaffial,  nor  that  of  his  vad'al  to 
the  hufbandman,  nor  that  cf  the 
hufbandman  to.  the  pendicler  and 
cotter,  was,  in  the  earlied  times  of 
feudality,  abfolute  and  perpetual, 
but  conditional,  and  originally  un- 
derdood  to  be  only  for  life  ;  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  certain  dnes  that  were 
levied,  when  the  fon  or  next  heir 
was  permitted  to  fucceed  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  his  father.  But  fandliort 
and  fecuritv  were  didufed  over  the 
podeffions  of  the  chief  by  the  venera¬ 
ble  veil  of  time ;  which,  if  it  is  at 
all  to  be  refpedled,  ought  to  protect 
the  inheritance  qf  a  vaffial  to  a  fub- 
je£t,  as  well  as  that  of  the  vadal  of 
the  crown.  1 

The  adlual  fydem  of  landed  pro¬ 
perty  in  the  wed  of  Europe,  has 
varied  its  form  with  the  prevailing 
charafter  of  fucceffive  ages.  It  has 
been  accommodated  to  the  rude  fim- 
plicity  of  the  more  ancient  times, 
as  well  as  to  the  feudal  chivalry  of 
the  middle  ages.  In  the  prefent 
times,  it  is  every  where  fubjedled  to 
a  new  modification,  from  the  genius 
and  maxims  of  a  commercial  age, 
and  from  encreafmg  indudry  and 
cultivation.  But  from  this  modifi¬ 
cation,  flagrant  oppreffions  have 

arifen ; 
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arifen ;  the  lordly  chief  applying 
the  maxims  of  an  age  in  which  mo¬ 
ney  is  the  univerfal  reprefentative, 
and  letters  the  univerfal  media  of 
transferring  property,  to  eftablilh- 
ments  founded  in  times  when  the 
great  proprietors  of  land,  wholly 
employed  in  hunting,  military  ex¬ 
ploits,  and  rude  conviviality,  never 
dreamedof  encreafmg  their  fortunes 
by  means  of  commerce ;  which  if 
they  had  known,  they  would  have 
difdained.  The  glory  of  the  chief 
was  the  glory  of  all  his  kindred  and 
name  ;  and  the  numbers  and  fidelity 
of  his  vaffals  and  tenants,  again, 
were  what  conllituted  the  power 
and  confequence  of  their  chief. 
Theproduceof  the  land,  corn,  cattle, 
fiih,  and  game,  were  fpent  on  the 
ellate,  but  chiefly  at  the  manfion- 
houfes  of  the  great,  in  generous 
hofpitality.  And  in  thofe  times, 
the  highlanders  were  better  fed,  and 
in  general,  finer  men  than  they  are 
at  prefent.  For  now  the  cattle,  the 
falmon,  and  the  very  game,  are 
cither  carried,  or  driven  out  of  the 
country ;  nor  has  the  faint  dawn  of 
commerce  been  yet  able  to  fupply 
that  abundance  which  preceded  it. 

It  is  in  thefe  circumftances,  when 
the  rude  majefly,  and  the  ftrong  at¬ 
tachments  of  feudal  times  have  been 
exchanged  for  a  general  venality, 
according  to  the  language  of  fome, 
or  a  fpirit  of  commerce  and  im¬ 
provement,  according  to  that  of 
others,  that  certain  highland  chiefs 
have  dared  to  diipoflefs  their  vafials 
of  tenements  inherited  by  their  fa¬ 
milies  antecedently  to  the  ufe  of 
letters. 

~ .  /  t 

Iliftorical  account  of  the  erection  of  the 
Edyftone  Lighthoufes  ;  ext  ratted 
from  “  A  narrative  of  the  build- 
“  ing,  and  a  defeription  of  the  con - 


“  Jlruttion  of  the  Edyftone  Light- 
te  houfe  with  ft  one.  By  John 
“  Smeaton,  Civil  Engineer, 
«  F.R.S  ” 

TH  E  Edyftone  Rocks  are  fup* 
pofed  to  have  got  this  appel¬ 
lation  from  the  great  variety  of  con¬ 
trary  fets  of  the  tide  or  current 
amongft  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof, 
both  upon  the  tide  of  flood  and  the 
tide  of  ebb.  They  are  fituated 
nearly  S.S.  W.  from  the  middle  of 
Plymouth  Sound,  according  to  the 
true  meridian ;  and  the  diftance,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  collected,  is  twelve 
and  a  half  miles  ;  and  from  the  fame 
point  in  the  Sound  to  the  Jetty 
Head,  called  the  Barbican,  in  the 
port  of  Plymouth,  is  a  mile  and  a 
half  more,  which  makes  the  diftance 
of  the  Edyftone  from  the  port  of 
Plymouth  to  be  nearly  fourteen 
miles. 

The  promontory  called  Ram 
Head  is  the  neareft  point  of  land 
to  the  Edyftone,  which  bears  from 
thence  South  fcarcely  one  point 
Weft,  diftant  about  ten  miles,  and 
confequently  by  the  compafsis  nearly 
S.  W.  by  S. — Thofe  rocks  are  near¬ 
ly  in  a  line,  but  fomewhat  within 
that  line  which  joins  the  Start  and 
the  Lizard  Points ;  and  as  they  lie 
nearly  in  the  direction  of  veflela 
coafting  up  and  down  the  Channel, 
they  mu  ft,  before  a  lighthoufe  was 
eftablifhed  thereon,  have  been  very 
dangerous,  and  often  fatal  to  fhips 
under  fuch  circumftances:  and  many 
rich  fhips  and  other  vefiels  have,  in 
former  times,  been  a&ually  loft  upon 
thofe  rocks,  particularly  fuch  as 
were  homeward-bound  from  foreign 
parts ;  it  being  even  now  a  common 
thing,  in  foggy  and  thick  hazy  wea¬ 
ther,  for  homeward-bound  fhips 
from  long  foreign  voyages  to  make 
the  Edyftone  Lighthoufe  as  the  firft. 
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point  of  land  of  Great  Britain  ;  fo 
that  in  the  night,  and  nearly  at  high 
water,  when  the  whole  range  of 
thefe  rocks  are  covered,  the  mod 
careful  mariner  might  run  his  fhip 
upon  them,  if  nothing  was  placed 
there  by  way  of  warning. 

The  many  fatal  accidents  which 
fo  frequently  happened,  made  it  a 
thing  very  defirable  to  have  a  light- 
houfe  built  thereon,  and  that  for 
many  years  before  any  competent 
undertaker  appeared.  At  length, 
however,  we  learn,  that  in  the  year 
1696,  Mr.  Henry  Windanley,  of 
Littlebury,  in  the  county  of  Eifcx, 
Gent,  was  not  only  hardy  enough 
to  undertake  it,  but  was  furnilhed 
with  the  neceffary  powers  to  put 
it  in  execution.  This,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  was  done  in  virtue  of  the 
general  powers  lodged  in  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  Wardens,  and  Affidants  of  the 
Trinity-houfe  at  Deptford  Strond  to 
ercdt  fea-marks.  See.  by  a  datute  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  whereby  they  are 
impovvered  “  to  eredt  and  fet  up 
beacons,  marks  and  figns  for  the 
fea,  needful  for  avoiding  the  dan¬ 
gers  ;  and  to  renew,  continue,  and 
maintain  the  famed’  But  whether 
Mr.  Windanley  was  a  proprietor  or 
fharer  of  the  undertaking  under  the 
Trinity-houfe,  or  only  the  directing 
engineer  employed  in  the  execution, 
does  not  now  appear. 

This  gentleman  had  didinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  a  certain  branch  of 
mechanics,  the  tendency  of  which 
is  to  raife  wonder  and  furprife.  He 
had  at  his  houfe  at  Littlebury  a  fet 
of  contrivances,  fuch  as  the  follow  ¬ 
ing  : — Being  taken  into  one  parti¬ 
cular  room  of  his  houfe,  and  there 


obferving  an  old  flipper  carelefsly 
lying  on  the  middle  of  the  Hoor, — 
if,  as  was  natural,  you  gave  it  a  kick 
with  your  foot,  up  darted  a  gholi 
before  you  :  if  you  fat  down  in  a 
certain  chair,  a  couple  of  arms  would 
immediately  clafp  you  in,  fo  as  to 
render  it  impoliible  to  difentangle 
yourfelf  till  your  attendant  fet  you 
at  liberty :  and  if  you  fat  down  in 
a  certain  arbour  by  the  fide  of  a  ca¬ 
nal,  you  was  forthwith  fent  out  a- 
float  to  the  middle  of  the  canal, 
from  whence  it  was  impoflible  for 
you  to  efcape  till  the  manager  re¬ 
turned  you  to  your  former  place.— 
Whether  thofe  things  were  fhewn 
to  drangers  at  his  houfe  for  money, 
or  were  done  by  way  of  arnufement 
to  thofe  that  came  to  vifit  the  place, 
is  uncertain,  as  Mr.  Windanley  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  man  of  fome 
property  :  but  it  is  at  lead  certain, 
that  he  edablifhed  a  place  of  public 
exhibition  at  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
called  Winftanley’s  Water-works, 
which  were  fhewn  at  dated  times  at 
one  dulling  each  perfon.  The  par¬ 
ticulars  of  thofe  water-works  are 
not  now  known  ;  but,  according  to 
the  tade  of  the  times,  we  mud  na¬ 
turally  fuppofe  a  great  variety  of 
Jets  d'eau,  &c.  * 

The  lighthoufe  Mr.  Windanley 
built  was  begun  in  the  year  1696, 
and  was  more  than  four  years  in 
building ;  “  Not,”  fays  the  archi- 
te<d,  “  for  the  greatnefs  of  the  v/ork, 
but  for  the  difficulty  and  danger  in 
getting  backwards  and  forwards  to 
the  place.  The  difficulties  were 
many,  and  the  dangers  not  lefs.  At 
length,  in  the  third  year,  all  the 
work  was  raifed,  which  to  the  vane 


*  It  appears  that  the  exhibition  of  thefe  water-works  continued  fome  years  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Windanley,  as  they  were  exiiliflg  in  the  month  of  Sept.  1709, 
feeing  mentioned  in  the  Tatler  of  that  date. 


was 


ti*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  179L 


*vas  eighty  feet.  Being  all  finifhed, 
with  the  lantern,  and  all  the  rooms 
that  were  in  it,  they  ventured  to 
lodge  there  foon  after  Midsummer, 
for  the  greater  difpatch  of  the  work. 
But  the  firft  night  the  weather  came 
bad,  and  fo  continued,  that  it  was 
eleven  days  before  any  boats  could 
come  near  them  again,  and,  not 
being  acquainted  with  the  height  of 
the  fea  rifing,  they  were  aimoft  all 
the  time  drowned  with  wet,  and 
their  provifions  in  as  bad  a  condi¬ 
tion,  though  they  worked  night  and 
day  to  make  fhelter  for  themfelves. 
In  this  ftorm  they  loft  fome  of  their 
materials,  although  they  did  what 
they  could  to  five  them  ;  but  the 
boat  then  returning,  they  all  left  the 
houfe  to  be  refrefhed  on  fn ore  ;  and 
as  foon.  as  the  weather  permitted, 
they  returned  again  and  finifhed  all, 
and  put  up  the  light  on  the  14th  of 
Nov.  1698  ;  which  being  fo  late  in 
the  year,  it  was  three  days  before 
Chriftmas  before  they  had  relief  to 
get  on  fhore  again,  and  were  almoft 
at  the  laft  extremity  for  want  of 
provifions;  but  by  good  provi¬ 
dence,  then  two  boats  came  with 
provifions,  and  the  family  that  was 
to  take  care  of  the  light. 

The  fourth  year,  finding  in  the 
Winter  the  effeds  the  fea  had  upon 
the  houfe,  and  burying  the  lantern 
at  times,  although  more  than  60  feet 
high  ;  Mr.  Winftanley  early  in  the 
fpring  encompafied  the  building 
with  a  new  work  of  four  feet  thick- 
nefs  from  the  foundation,  making 
all  folid  near  20  feet  high;  and 
taking  down  the  upper  part  of  the 
firft:  building,  and  enlarging  everv 
part  in  its  proportion,  he  railed  it 
forty  feet  higher  than  it  was  at 
firft  :  and  yet  the  fea,  in  time  of 
florins,  flew  in  appearance  100  feet 


above  the  vane ;  and  at  times  cck 
vered  half  the  fide  of  the  houfe  and 
the  lantern,  as  if  they  were  under 
water. 

On  the  finifhing  this  building,  it 
was  generally  faid,  that  in  the  time 
of  hard  weather,  fuch  was  the 
height  of  the  leas,  that  it  was  very 
pofiible  for  a  fix-oared  boat  to  bat 
lifted  up  upon  a  wave,  and  driven 
through  the  open  gallery  of  the 
lighthoufe. 

In  Nov.  1703,  the  fabric  wanted 
fome  repairs,  and  Mr.  Winftanley 
went  down  to  Plymouth  to  fuper- 
intend  the  performance  of  them. 
The  opinion  of  the  common  people 
was,  that  the  building  would  not 
be  of  long  duration.  Mr.  Win¬ 
ftanley,  however,  held  different  fen- 
timents.  Being  amongft  his  friends 
previous  to  his  going  off  with  his 
workmen  on  account  of  thofe  repa¬ 
rations,  the  danger  was  intimated 
to  him ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  one? 
day  or  other  the  lighthoufe  would 
certainly  be  overfet.  To  this  he' 
replied,  He  was  fo  well  affured 
of  the  ftrength  of  his  building,  he 
fhould  only  wifh  to  be  there  in  the 
greateft  ftorm  that  ever  blew  under 
the  face  of  the  heavens*  that  he 
might  fee  what  effed  it  would  have 
upon  the  ftrudure.” 

In  this  wifh  he  was  too  foon  gra¬ 
tified;  for  while  he  was  there  with 
his  workmen  and  light-keepers, 
that  dreadful  ftorm  began  which 
raged  the  moft  violently  upon  the 
26th  Nov.  1703,  in  the  night;  and 
of  all  the  accounts  of  the  kind  which 
hiilory  furnifhes  us  with,  we  have 
none  that  has  exceeded  this  in  Great 
Britain,  or  was  more  injurious  or 
extenfive  in  its  devaluation. 

The  next  morning,  when  the 
ftorm  was  abated*  nothing  of  the 

lighthoufe 
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lighthoijfe  was  to  be  feen.  The 
following  account  of  its  deftruc- 
tion  was  printed  at  the  lime,  by 
Daniel  Defoe,  in  $  book  inti  tied 
The  Storm  : 

“  The  lofs  of  the  IJghthoufe  called 
the  Edyftone,  at  Plymouth,  is  ano¬ 
ther  article  of  which  we  never 
heard  any  particulars,  other  than 
£his,  that  at  night  it  was  handing, 
and  in  the  morning  all  the  upper 
part  of  the  galiery  was  blown  down, 
and  all  the  people  in  it  perifbed, 
and,  by  a  particular  misfortune, 
h'lr.  Winftanley  the  contriver  of  it  5 
a  perfon  whole  lofs  is  very  much 
regretted  by  fitch  as  knew  film,  as  a 
very  ufeful  man  to  his  country. 
The  lofs  of  that  lighthoufe  is  alfo  a 
confiderable  damage,  as  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  'it  will  ever  be 
attempted  again ;  and  it  was  a  great 
fecurity  to  the  failors,  many  a  good 
ihip  having  been  loll  there  in  forme? 
times. 

«  It  was  very  pemarkable,  that  as 
we  are  informed,  at  the  fame  time 
the  lighthoufe  aforefaid  was  blown 
down,  the-mo4el  of  it  in  Mr.  Win- 
JlanJey’s  houfe  at  Litdebury  in  Ef- 
fex,  above  200  miles  from  the 
lighthoufe,  fell  down  and  was  broken 
to  pieces. 

“  At  Plymoiph  they  felt  a  full 

N 


proportion  of  the  dorm  in  its  utmoU 
fury.  The  Edyllone  has  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned ;  but  it  was  a 
double  lofs,  in  that  tlie  lighthoufe 
had  not  been  long  down  when  the 
Winchelfia ,  a  hqmeward-bound  VirT 
ginia  man,  was  fplit  upon  the  rock 
where  that  building  Hood,  and  moll 
of  her  men  drowned. 

The  great  utility  of  Mr.  Win7 
flanley’s  lighthoufe  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  evident  to  thofe  for  whofe 
ufe  it  was  erected ;  and  the  lofs  of 
tl>e  Winchelfea  Virginia-man  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  proved  a  powerful 
incentive  to  fuch  as  were  intereded, 
to  exert  themfelves  in  order  for  its 
reftoration.  It  was  not,  however, 
begun  fq  fppn  as  might  have  been 
expefted.  In  fpring  of  the  year 
1706,  an  aft  of  parliament  pafi'ed, 
enabling  the  Trinity  Houfe  to  re¬ 
build,  but  it  was  not  earlier  than 
July  that  it  was  begun  The  un¬ 
dertaker  was  a  captain  Lovell  or 
Lovett,  who  took  jt  for  the  term 
of  ninety-nine  years,  commencing 
from  the  day  that  a  light  fhould 
be  exhibited. 

To  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  un¬ 
dertaking,  Captain  Lovett  engaged 
Mr.  John  Rudyerd  to  be  his  en¬ 
gineer  or  architeft  ;  and  his  choice, 
though  Mr.  Rudyerd  f  does  not 

appear 


*  Of  this  gentleman  Mr.  Smeaton  gives  the  following  account,  from,  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  Mr.  Michell :  \ 

tf  Mr.  Rudyerd’s  father  and  mother  were  of  the  lowed  rank  of  day-labourers, 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  and  in  as  low  repute  in  all  other  refpefts,  as  in  point 
of  rank  j  being  looked  upon  as  a  worthlefs  fet  of  ragged  beggars,  whom  almolt 
nobody  would  employ  on  account  ol  the  badnels  of  their  characters.  This  their 
Ion,  however,  was,  from  a  child,  of  a  very  different  difpofitipn  from  the  reft  ;  born 
with  a  good  head,  and  an  honed  and  good  heart,  in  fhoit  the  very  reverfe  of  the  reft 
|  of  the  family  j  fo  that  he  was  conhdered  by  them  as  a  fuljen  boy,  as  he  would  not 
affociate  with  them  in  going  out  on  their  pilfering  fchemesj  and  probably  on  that 
account,  as  hath  been  luppofed,  he  ran  away  from  them,  and  by  good  luck,  and 
from  fomething  promifmg  in  his  afpeft,  got  into  the  fervice  of  a  gentleman,  it  is 
believed  at  Plymouth  \  and  in  this  ftation  he  appeared  to  fo  much  advantage  to  his 
faafter,  and  became  fo  great  a  favourite  with  him,  that  he  gave  him  the  oppoitunity 
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appear  to  have  been  bred  to  any 
mechanical  bufinefs  or  fcientifical 
profeffion,  was  not  ill  made.  He 
at  that  time  kept  a  linen-draper’s 
fhop  upon  Ludgate-Hill.  His  want 
of  experience,  however,  was  in  a 
degree  affifted  by  Mr.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Notcutt,  both  (hip -wrights 
from  the  king’s  yard  at  Woolwich, 
who  worked  with  him  the  whole 
time  he  was  building  the  light- 
houfe. 

It  is  not  very  material  in  what 
way  this  gentleman  became  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  execution  of  the  work  ; 
it  is  fufficient  that  he  directed  the 
performance  thereof  in  a  mafterly 
manner,  and  fo  as  perfe&ly  to  an- 
fwer  the  end  for  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended.  He  faw  the  errors  in  the 
former  building,  and  avoided  them: 
inftead  of  a  polygon,  he  chofe  a 
circle  for  the  outline  of  his  build¬ 
ing,  and  carried  up  the  elevation 
in  that  form.  His  principal  aim 
appears  to  have  been  ufe  and  fim- 
plicity;  and  indeed,  in  a  building 
fo  fituated,  the  former  could  hardly 
be  acquired  in  its  full  extent  with¬ 
out  the  latter.  He  feems  to  have 
adopted  ideas  the  very  reverfe  of 
his  predeceiTcr;  for  all  the  un¬ 
wieldy  ornaments  at  top,  the  open 
gallery,  the  projecting  cranes,  and 
other  contrivances,  more  for  orna¬ 
ment  and  pleaiure  than  ufc,  Mr. 
Rudyerd  laid  totally  afide  :  he  faw, 
that  how  beautiful  foever  ornaments 
might  be  in  themfelves,  yet  when 
they  are  improperly  applied,  and 
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out  of  place,  they  fliew  a  bad 
and  betray  ignorance  of  its  frit 
principle,  j  udgment. 

The  building  was  begun  in  July 
1706,  a  light  was  up  in  it  the  28th 
July  1708,  and  it  was  completely 
fnifhed  in  1709.  The  quantity  of 
materials  expended  in  the  conftruc- 
tion,  was  500  tons  of  ftone,  1,200 
tons  of  timber,  80  tons  of  iron,  and 
35~ tons  of  lead  ;  of  trenails,  ferews, 
and  rack-bolts  2,500  each. 

Louis  the  XIVth  being  at  war 
with  England  during  the  proceed¬ 
ing  with  this  building,  a  French 
privateer  took  the  men  at  work 
upon  it,  together  with  their  tools, 
and  carried  them  to  France;  and 
the  captain  was  in  expectation  of 
a  reward  for  the  atchievement. 
While  the  captives  lay  in  prifon, 
the  tranfaClion  reached  the  ears  of 
that  monarch.  He  immediately  or- 
‘  dered  them  to  be  releafed,  and  the 
captors  to  be  put  in  their  place ; 
declaring,  that  though  he  was  at 
war  with  England,  he  was  not  at 
war  with  mankind;  he  therefore 
directed  the  men  to  be  fent  back  to 
their  work  with  prefents;  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  Edyflone  lighthoufe 
was  fo  fituated,  as  to  be  of  equal 
fervice  to  all  nations  having  occa- 
fton  to  navigate  the  channel  that 
divides  France  from  England. 

In  the  year  1715,  captain  Lovett 
being  dead,  his  property  in  the 
Edyfione  Jight-houfe  was  fold  be¬ 
fore  a  mailer  in  chancery  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Welton,  Efq.- — —  Noyes,  Efq, 


®f  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and  mathematics  ;  in  all  which  he  made  a  very  ready 
and  great  pfogrefs  ;  and  afterwards  his  maker  shifted  him  very  greatly  in  life,  by 
procuring  him  lbine  employment  that  railed  him  above  the  rank  of  a  fervant,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  fuccefs  in  the  world.”  The  refolution  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  feparatir.g  himfelf  from  his  worthlefs  parents,  and  avoiding  the  evil  of 
their  bad  example,  are  circumftances  indicating  a  i-trong  mind,  and  highly  honour¬ 
able  to 'him. 
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of  Gray’s-Inn;  and - Cheetham, 

Efq.  an  alderman  of  Dublin,  who 
divided  the  fame  into  eight  fliares. 
.After  a  few  years  fome  repairs  were 
found  wanting;  and  in  1723,  Mr. 
Rudyerd  being,  we  fuppofe,  then 
dead,  Mr.  John  Holland,  foreman 
fhip -wright  in  the  Dock-yard  at 
Plymouth,  became  overfeer  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  neceflary  reparations  ; 
which  office  he  again  executed  in 
1734..  The  latter  end  of  1744, 
after  all  the  neceflary  repairs  were 
finiffied,  there  happened  a  dreadful 
itorm  on  the  26th  Sept,  in  which 
•the  Victory  was  loft ;  which  being 
from  the  eaft,  tore  away  no  Ids 
than  thirty  pieces  of  the  uprights 
altogether,  which  in  part  made  an 
Opening  into  the  Aore-room.  This 
difafter,  however,  -was  entirely  re¬ 
paired  in  December  following,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  cf  Mr.  Jo  has  Jef- 
fop,  a  quarter-man  in  Plymouth 
Dock,  who  had  been  recommended 
by  jMr.  Holland,  on  his  own  promo¬ 
tion  to  be  king’s  builder  at  Dept- 
ford-yard.  Mr.  Holland,  however, 
continued  his  good  offices  until  his 
death  in  1752,  when  the  whole  f*- 
perintendance  devolved  on  Mr.  Jef- 
i'op. 

The  cataflrophe  of  this  light- 
houfe  foon  after  took  place.  On 
the  2d  December  175^,  the  light- 
keeper  then  upon  watch,  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  went  into 
the  lantern  as  ufual,  to  fnuffi  the 
candles  ;  he  found  the  whole  in  a 
fmoke ;  and  upon  opening  the  door 
of  the  lantern  into  the  balcony,  a 
flame  inftantly  burft  from  the  infide 
of  the  cupola:  he  immediately  en¬ 
deavoured  to  alarm  his  companions; 
but  they  being  in  bed,  and  aileep, 
were  not  fo  ready  in  coming  to 
his  affiftance  as  the  occafion  re- 


quired.  As  there  were  always  feme 
leather  buckets  kept  in  the  heufe, 
and  a  tub  of  water  in  the  lantern, 
he  attempted  to  extinguiffi  the  Are 
by  throwing  water  from  the  balco¬ 
ny  upon  the  outflde  cover  of  lead. 
By  this  time  his  companions  arriv¬ 
ing,  he  encouraged  them  to  fetch 
up  water  with  the  buckets  from  the 
fea  ;  but  the  height  of  the  place, 
added  to  the  conilernation  which 
mull:  attend  fuch  an  unexpected 
event,  rendered  their  effiorts  fruit- 
lefs.  The  flames  gathered  ftrength 
every  moment ;  the  poor  man  with 
every  exertion,  having  the  water  to 
throw  four  yards  higher  than  him- 
felf,  found  himfelf  unable  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  the  conflagration, 
and  was  obliged  to  deflfl. 

As  he  was  looking  upward  with 
the  utmofl  attention  to  fee  the  cf- 
feCt  of  the  water  thrown,  a  pofltion 
which,  phyflognomifts  tell  us,  oc- 
cafions  the  mouth  naturally  to  be 
a  little  open,  a  quantity  of  lead 
diflblved  by  the  heat  of  the  flames 
fuddenly  rulhed  like  a  torrent  from 
the  roof,  and  fell  upon  his  head, 
face,  and  fhoulders,  and  burnt  him 
in  a  dreadful  manner:  from  this 
moment  he  had  a  violent  internal 
fenfation,  and  imagined  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  this  lead  had  palled  his 
throat,  and  got  into  his  body.  Un¬ 
der  this  violence  of  pam  and  anxie¬ 
ty,  as  every  attempt  had  proved 
ineffectual,  and  the  rage  of  the 
flames  was  encreaflng,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  that  the  tenor  and 
difmay  of  the  three  men  increafed 
in  proportion;  fo  that  they  ail 
found  themfeives  intimidated,  and 
glad  to  make  their  retreat  from 
the  immediate  feeme  of  horror  into 
one  of  the  rooms  below.  They 
therefore  defeended  as  the  lire  ap- 
K  2  preached. 
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proached,  with  no  other  profpeCl 
than  of  fecuring  their  immediate 
fafety,  with  fcarce  any  hopes  of  be¬ 
ing  faved  from  deftru&ion. 

How  foon  the  flames  were  feen 
on  the  fhore  is  uncertain  ;  but  early 
in  the  morning  they  were  perceived 
by  fome  of  the  Cawfar.d  fifhermen, 
and  intelligence  thereof  given  to 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Rame,  in  that 
neighbourhood,  a  gentleman  of  fome 
fortune,  and  more  humanity,  who 
immediately  lent  out  a  fifhing-boat 
and  men  to  the  relief  of  the  dif- 
trefied  objects  in  the  lighthoufe. 

The  boat  and  men  got  thither 
about  ten  o’clock,  after  the  fire  had 
been  burning  full  eight  hours  ;  in 
which  time  the  three  light-keepers 
were  not  only  driven  from  all  the 
rooms  and  the  ftaircafe,  but,  to 
avoid  the  falling  of  the  timber  and 
red-hot  bolts,  &c.  upon  them,  they 
were  found  fitting  in  the  hole  or 
cave  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  rock 
under  the  iron  ladder,  almoft  in  a 
ftate  of  ftupefa&ion  ;  it  being  then 
low  water. 

With  much  difficulty  they  were 
taken  off ;  when  finding  it  impof- 
fible  to  do  any  further  fervice,  they 
haftened  to  Plymouth.  No  fooner 
were  they  fet  on  fliore,  than  one  of 
the  men  ran  away,  and  was  never 
afterwards  heard  of.  This  circum- 
ffance,  though  it  might  lead  to 
fufpicions  unfavourable  to  the  man, 
Mr*  Smeaton  is  of  opinion  ought 
not  to  weigh  any  thing  againff  him, 
as  he  fuppofes  it  to  have  arifen  from 
a  panic  which  lometimes  feizes 
weak  minds,  and  prevents  their  add¬ 
ing  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of 
right  reafon. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  dread¬ 
ful  news  arrived  at  Plymouth.  Al¬ 
derman  Tolcher  and  his  fon  im- 
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mediately  went  to  fea,  but  found  it 
impoffible  to  do  any  thing  with 
effett.  Admiral  Weft  alfo,  who 
then  lay  in  Plymouth  Sound,  fent 
a  floop  properly  armed,  with  a  boat 
and  an  engine  therein,  which  alfo 
carried  out  Mr.  Jeffop  the  furveyor. 
This  veflel  arrived  early  in  the  day. 
Many  attempts  were  made  to  play 
the  engine,  but  the  agitation  of  the 
fea  prevented  it  from  being  em¬ 
ployed  with  fuccefs.  On  the  fuc- 
ceeding  days  the  fire  ftill  continued, 
and  about  the  7th  the  defttuflion  of 
the  whole  was  completed. 

The  man  who  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  already  was  named  Henry 
Hall,  of  Stonehoufe,  near  Plymouth ; 
and  though  aged  94.  years,  being 
of  a  good  conlfitution,  was  re¬ 
markably  aCtive,  confidering  his 
time  of  life.  He  invariably  told 
the  furgeon  who  attended  him,  Mr. 
Spry  (now  Dr.  Spry)  of  Plymouth, 
that  if  he  would  do  any  thing  ef¬ 
fectual  to  his  recovery,  he  muft  re¬ 
lieve  his  ltomach  from  the  lead 
which  he  was  fure  was  within  him; 
and  this  he  not  only  told  Dr.  Spry, 
but  all  thofe  about  him,  though  in  a 
very  hoarfe  voice,  and  the  fame  affer- 
tion  he  made  to  Mr.  Jeffop. — The 
reality  of  the  affertion  feemed,  how¬ 
ever,  then  incredible  to  Dr.  Spry, 
who  could  fcarcely  fuppofe  it  pof- 
fible  that  any  human  being  could 
exift  after  receiving  melted  lead  into 
the  llomach ;  much  lefs  that  he 
fhould  afterwards  be  able  to  bear 
towing  through  the  fea  from  the 
rock,  and  alio  the  fatigue  and  in¬ 
convenience  from  the  length  of 
time  he  was  in  getting  on  fhote 
before  any  remedies  could  be  ap¬ 
plied.  The  man,  however,  did  not 
fhew  any  fymptoms  of  being  much 
worfe  or  better  until  the  fixth  day 

after 
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after  the  accident,  when  he  was 
thought  to  mend:  he  conftantly  tock 
his  medicines,  and  fwallowed  many 
things  both  liquid  and  folid,  till  the 
tenth  or  eleventh  day ;  after  which 
he  fuddenly  grew  worfe ;  and  on 
the  twelfth,  being  feized  with  cold 
fweats  and  fpafms,  he  foon  after  ex¬ 
pired. 

His  body  was  opened  by  Dr.  Spry, 
and  in  the  flomach  was  found  a  folid 
piece  of  lead  of  a  flat  oval  form, 
which  weighed  7  ounces  5  drachms. 
So  extraordinary  a  circumllance  ap¬ 
pearing  to  deferve  the  notice  of  the 
philofophical  world,  an  account  of 
it  was  fent  to  the  Royal  Society, 
and  printed  in  the  49th  volume  of 
their  Tranfa&ions,  p.  477. 

The  lighthoufe  being  thus  de- 
moliihed,  the  proprietors  imme¬ 
diately  turned  their  thoughts  to  the 
rebuilding  of  it.  They  had  in  it  a 
term  of  near  half  a  century,  but 
fome  {hares  being  fettled  by  the 
marriage  articles  of  one  of  the  par¬ 
ties,  fome  impediments  arofe  which 
could  not  be  overcome  without  the 
aid  of  parliament,  which  was  foon 
obtained.  To  one  of  the  partners, 
Robert  Weflon,  Efq.  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  bufinefs  was  committed, 
and  he  thought  it  requifite  to  apply 
to  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  then 
prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  to 
recommend  a  proper  perfon  to  fuper- 
intend  the  work.  On  communica¬ 
ting  the  objefl  of  his  vifit,  lord 
Macclesfield  told  him,  that  there 
was  one  ofthe  Royal  Society  whom 
he  could  venture  to  recommend  to 
the  bufinefs ;  yet  that  the  moll  ma¬ 
terial  part  of  what  he  knew  of  him 
was,  his  having  within  the  compafs 
of  the  laffc  feven  years  recommended 
himfelf  to  the  fociety  by  the  com¬ 
munication  of  feveral  mechanical 
inventions  and  improvements  ;  and 
though  he  had  at  firll  made  it  his 


bufinefs  to  execute  things  in  the  in- 
ilrument  way  (without  having  been 
bred  to  the  trade)  yet  on  account 
ofthe  merit  of  his  performances,  he 
had  been  chofen  a  member  of  the 
fociety;  and  that  for  about  three 
years  pad,  having  found  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  of  a  philofophical  inllrument- 
maker  not  likely  to  afford  an  ade¬ 
quate  recompence,  he  had  wholly 
applied  himfelf  to  fuch  branches  of 
mechanics  as  were  wanted  by  the 
proprietors ;  that  he  was  then  fome- 
where  in  the  north  of  England,  ex¬ 
ecuting  a  work;  and  that  as  he  had 
always  latisfied  his  employers,  he 
would  not  be  likely  to  undertake 
what  he  could  not  perform. 

The  perfon  thus  defcribed  was 
Mr.  Sm eaton,  who  was  written 
to  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Wilfon  the 
painter,  laconically  informing*him, 
that  he  was  the  perfon  fixed  upon 
to  rebuild  the  Edyllone  Lighthoufe. 
But  this  intimation  conveying  to 
his  mind  no  more  than  a  mere  no¬ 
tice,  that  he  might,  in  common  with 
others,  deliver  in  propofals  to  re¬ 
pair  it,  not  knowing  then  that  it 
was  entirely  deftroyed,  it  afforded 
but  little  fatisfa&ion,  and  he  re¬ 
turned  only  a  cool  anfwer.  Mr. 
Wilfon’s  reply  was  Hill  more  laconic : 
That  the  demolition  was  total ;  and 
that,  as  Nathan  faid  unto  David, 
“  Thou  art  the  man.” 

Mr.  Smeaton  immediately  divefl- 
ed  himfelf  of  his  engagements  in 
the  North,  and  arrived  in  London 
the  23d  of  Feb.  1756,  and  had  an 
interview  next  day  with  the  princi¬ 
pal  proprietor.  The  mode  of  re¬ 
building  then  became  the  fubje£l  of 
their  deliberations,  which  at  length, 
ended  in  a  determination  to  rebuild 
it  with  Hone. 

On  the  5  th  of  April  Mr.  Smeaton 
firll  fet  his  foot  on  the  Edyllone 
Rock.  He  immediately  began  to 

K  3  take 


134  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1791. 


take  his  meafures  for  proceeding  on 
the  work.  He  made  all  the  necef- 
fary  enquiries  on  the  fpot,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood.  He  confidered 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  done 
proper  to  be  ufed,  and  from  whence 
it  might  be  obtained  at  the  bell  and 

O 


cheapeft  rates.  He  vifited  the  quar¬ 
ries  at  Beare  in  Devoniliire,  and 
the  Idle  of  Portland,  and  from  the 
latter  of  thefe  places  he  at  length 
determined  to  be  fupplied  with  hi^ 
materials*. 


Having 


*  The  following  cuftom  at  Portland  is  worthy  of  notice.  t(  While  I  was  look¬ 
ing  over  the  quarries  at  Portland,’*  fays  Mr.  Smeaton,  u  and  attentively  con- 
ii dering  the  operations,  obi'ei  ving  how  ioon '  the  quarryinen  would  cut  half  a 
ton  ol'  f pawls  from  an  unformed  block,  and  what  large  pieces  few  off  at  every 
ihoke ;  how  lpeedily  their  blows  followed  one  another,  and  how  Inceffantly 
they  purfued  this  labour  with  a  tool  of  from  18  to  20  pound  weight  ;  I  was 
naturally  led  to  view  and  conflder  the  figure  of  the  operative  agent;  and  after 
h  jving  obfrved  that  by  far  the  greateft  number  of  the  quarry  men  were  of  a 
very  robult  hardy  form,  in  whole  hands  the  tool  I  have  mentioned  feenied  a 
mere  play-thing,  I  at  laft  broke  cut  with  furprize,  and  enquired  of  my  guide 
Mr.  Roper,  where  they  could  polhbly  pick  ’  up  Inch  a"  fet  of  ftout  feilbws,  to 
handle  the  ke'vely  which  in  th’eir  hands  feenied  nothing;  for  1  Obferved  that  ill 
the  1'pace  or  15  minutes,  they  would  knock  off  as  much  wafte  matter  from '  a 
mafs  cf  Ifone,  as  any  of  that  occupation  I  had  ever  feen  befoVe'  would  do  in  an 
hour.  Says  Roper,  il  We  do  not  goto  fetch  thole -men  from  a  di  fiance,  they 
<s  are  all  horn  upon  the  Hand,  and  many  of  them  have  never  been  further  upon 
(i  the  main  land  than  to  Weymouth.”  I  told  him  X  thought  the  air  of  that  ifland 
mull:  be  very  propitious,  to  furnilh  a  breed  of  men  fo  particularly  formed  for 
the  bufinefs  they  followed.  44  The  air,”  he  replied,  “  though  very  fharp  from 
our  elevated  fituation,  is  certainly  very  healthy  to  working  men  ;  yet  if  you 
“  knew  hew  thefe  men  are  produced,  you  would  wonder  the  lefs  ;  for  nil  our  mar- 
((  riages  here  are  prodmSlive  of  children.”  On  defining  an  explanation1  how  this 
happened,  he  proceeded  ;  “  Our  people  here,  as  they  are  bred  to  hard  labour,  are 
c<  very  early  in  a  condition  to  marry  and  provide  for  a  family  ;  they  intermarry 
tc  with  one  another,  very  rarely  going  to  the  main  land  to  feek  a  wife  ;  and  it 
<{  has  been  thf  cuftoin  of  the  ifland,  from  time  immemorial,  that  they  never  marry 
*c  till  the  woman  is  pregnant.”  But  pray,  fays  I,  does  not  this  fubjebf  you  to 
a  great  number  of  baftards  ?  Have  not  your  Portlanders  the  fame  kind  of  fickle- 
nels  in  their  attachments  that  Englilhmen  are  lubjebt  to  ?  and,  in  confequence, 
does  not  this  produce  many  inconveniencies  ?  “  None  at  all,”  replies  Roper, 
“  for  previous  to  my  arrival  here,  there  was  but  one  child  on  record  of  the 
<£  parifii  regifler,  that  had  been  born  a  baftard  in  the  compafs  of  150  years. 

The  mode  of  courtlhip  here  is,  that  a  young  woman  never  admits  of  the 
<c  ferious  addreffes  cf  a  young  man,  but  on  fuppofltion  of  a  thorough  proba- 
“  tion.  When  (lie  becomes  with  child,  Ihe  tells  her  mother  ;  the  mother  tells  her 
“  father  j  her  father  tells  his  father,  and  he  tells  his  foil,  that  it  is  then  proper  time 
<s  to  be  married.”  But  fuppofe,  Mr.  Roper,  fhe  does  not  prove  to  be  with  child, 
what  happens  then  ?  Do  they  live  together  without  marriage  ?  or  if  they  fepa- 
rate,"  is  not  this  fuch  an  imputation  upon  her,  as  to  prevent  her  getting  another 
fuitor  ?  The  cale  is  thus  managed,”  anfweved  my  friend  ;  44  If  the  woman 
“  does  net  prove  with  child,  after  a  competent  time  of  courtlhip,  they  conclude 
4  e  they  aie  not  dettined  by  providence  for  each  other;  they  therefore  feparate; 
{l  and  as  it  is  an  eftablilhed  maxim,  which  the  Portland  women  obferve  with. 
«  great  ft  r  iff  n  els,  never  to  admit  a  plurality  of  lovers  at  one  time,  their  honour  is 
ce  no  way  tarnifhed  ;  Ihe  juft  as  foon  (after  the  affair  is  declared  to  be  broke  off) 
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Having  proceeded  thus  far,  he 
returned  to  London,  and  had  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  proprietors,  who,  for  rea- 
fons  highly  honourable  to  them,  con¬ 
firmed  theirdetermination  to  rebuild 
with  done.  He  accordingly  pre¬ 
pared  his  models  and  defigns,  which 
were  approved  by  his  employers,  and 
directed  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
|Vlafters  of  the  Trinity  Houfe.  To 
the  former  they  were  {hewn ;  but 
the  latter  having  fixed  their  time 
for  viewing  them  at  fo  diftant  a  day 
as  to  hazard  the  progrefs  of  the 
work,  he  determined  to  fet  off  for 
Plymouth  without  their  infpeCtion. 

He  arrived  at  Plymouth  the  23d 
of  July  1756,  and  immediately  be¬ 
gan  his  operations.  He  appointed 
his  affiftants,  hired  his  men,  fettled 
their  wages,  and  drew  up  rules  for 
their  conduCl.  He  alfo  hired  a 
piece  of  ground  for  a  work-yard. 
On  the  3d  of  Auguft  they  went  oif 
to  the  rock,  and  continued  to  work 
as  long  as  the  weather  would  per¬ 
mit.  The  next  winter  Mr.  Smeaton 
determined  to  continue  at  Plymouth, 
to  go  through  a  courfe  of  experi¬ 
ments  on  cements.  On  the  3d  of 
June  1757,  the  works  were  refum¬ 
ed,  and  on  the  12th  the  firfl:  done 
was  fixed.  From  this  time  the  erec¬ 
tion  proceeded  with  regularity  and 
difpatch,  and  with  no  other  inter¬ 


ruptions  than  what  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  nature  of  the  work, 
until  the  9th  of  OCt.  1759,  when,  after 
innumerable  difficulties  and  dangers, 
a  happy  period  was  put  to  the  under¬ 
taking,  without  the  iofis  of  life  or 
limb  to  any  one  concerned  in  it,  or 
accident  by  which  the  work  could 
be  faid  to  be  materially  retarded. 

It  now  remained  only  to  wait  for 
a  {form  to  try  the  durability  of  the 
building.  The  hard  weather  of 
1759,  1760,.  and  1 761,  appeared 
to  make  no  impreflion.  The  year 
1762  was  uihered  in  by  a  temped: 
of  the  firfl  magnitude,  the  rage  of 
which  was  fo  great,  that  one  of 
thofe  who  had  been  ufed  to  predict 
its  downfall  was  heard  to  fay,  «  If 
the  Edyflone  Lighthoufe  is  now 
{landing,  it  will  Hand  to  the  Day 
of  Judgment;”  and  in  reality, 
from  this  time  its  exiflence  has  been 
fo  entirely  laid  out  of  men’s  minds, 
that  whatever  dorms  have  happened 
fince,  no  enquiry  has  ever  been 
made  concerning  it.  So  confident 
was  a  very  intelligent  friend  of  Mr. 
Smeaton’s  of  its  durability,  that  he 
wrote  to  him,  that  he  might  for  ever 
rid  himfelf  of  any  uneafy  thought 
of  the  houfe  as  tp  its  danger  from 
wind  and  fea. 

The  Lighthoufe  is  attended  by 
three  men,  wLo  receive  25I.  a  year 
each,  with  an  occafional  abfence  in 


(<  gets  another  fuitor,  as  if  {he  had  been  left  a  widow,  oiy  that  nothing  had 
«  ever  happened,  but  tfiat  {he  had  remained  an  immaculate  virgin.”  put  pray. 
Sir,  did  nothing  particular  happen  upon  your  men  coming  down  from  London  ? 

Yes,”  fays  he,  “  our  men  were  much  flruck  and  mightily  pleated  with  the  facility 
«  of  the  Portland  ladies,  and  it  was  not  long  before  feveral  of  the  women 
“  proved  with  child  ;  but  the  men  being  called  upon  to  marry  them,  this  part  of 
“  the  leffon  they  were  uninflruCled  in  ;  and  on  their  refufal,  the  Portland  wo- 
«  men  arofe  to"  ftone  them  out  of  the  ifland;  infomuch  that  thofe  few  who  did 
«  not  chufe  to  take  their  fweethearts  for  better  or  for  nvorfe,  after  fo  fair  a  trial, 
were  in  reality  obliged  to  decamp  ;  and  on  this  occafion  fome  few  baftards 
«  were  born  j  but  fince  then,  matters  have  gone  on  according  to  the  ancient 
cyftom,” 

" "  ”  ’  K  4  fummer. 
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fummer.  Formerly  there  were  on¬ 
ly  two,  who  watched  alternately 
four  hours  and  four  hours ;  but  one 
being  taken  ill  and  dying,  the  ne- 
ceffity  df  an  additional  hand  became 
apparent.  In  this  dilemma;  the  liv- 
ing  iftan  fotind  himfelf  in  an  awk¬ 
ward  fituation.  Being  apprehenfive 
if  he  tumbled  the  dead  body  into 
the  fea,  which  was  the  only  way  in 
his  power  to  difpofe  of  it,  he  might 
be  charged  with  murder,  he  was  in¬ 
duced  fof  fome  time  to  let  the  dead 
body  lie;  in  hopes  that  the  boat 
might  be  able  to  land,  and  relieve 
him  from  the  diftrefs  he  was  in. 
By  degrees  the  body  became  fo  of- 
fenfive,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  get  quit  of  it  without  help  ;  for 
it  was  near  a  month  before  the  at¬ 
tending  boat  could  effect  a  landihg; 
and  then  it  was  not  without  the 
greateft  difficulty  that  it  could  be 
done;  when  they  did  land.  To  fuch 
a  degree  was  the  whoie  building 
filled  with  the  ilench  of  the  corpfe; 
that  it  was  all  they  could  do  to  get 
the  dead  body  difpofed  of  and 
thrown  into  the  fea,  and  it  was 
fome  time  after  that  before  the  rooms 
could  be  freed  from  die  noifomU 
flench  that  Was  left. 

It  is  faid,  that  while  twb  light- 
keepers  only  were  employed,  on 
fome  d  fguft  they  forbdre  to  fpeak 
to  each  ether.'  A  perfon  obferving 
to  one  of  them  how  happy  they 


}  *•  \  ...  Ik.  . 


GiSTEit,  1791. 

might  live  in  their  fiate  of  retire* 
inent,  “  Yes,”  fays  the  man,  "  very1 
“  cofrifortably,  if  we  could  have  the 
“  ufe  of  our  tongues;  but  it  is  now 
“  a  full  month  fince  my  partner  and 
u  I  have  fpoke  to  each  other.” 

To  thefe  anecdotes  we  fhall  add 
One  more,  ahd  conclude.  A  (hoe- 
maker  Was  carrying  Out  to  the  light- 
houfe  in  order  to  be  light-keeper; 
In  their  way,  fays  the  (kipper  to  him; 
fi  How  happens  it,  friend  Jacob; 
“  that  you  fhould  chufe  to  go  out 
“  to  be  a  light-keeper,  when  you 
“  can  on  lhore  (as  1  am  told)  earil 
“  half  a-crown  and  thiee  (hillings 
“  a  day  in  making  leathern  hofe 
“  (  leathern  pipes  fo  called  )  ; 
“  whereas  the  light-keeper’s  falary 
“  is  but  5 1.  a  year,  which  is  fcarce 
“  ten  (hillings  a  week.”  Says  the 
(hoe-maker,  “  I  go  to  be  a  light* 
u  ke&pfe'r;  becatife  I  don’t  like  con - 
ct  finement”  After  this  anfwer  had 
produced  its  (hare  of  merriment; 
he  at  lait  explained  himfelf,  by 
faying,  that  he  did  not  like  to  be 
confined  to  work. 

The  Whole  time  between  the  fird 
(Iroke  upon  the  rock  and  leaving 
the  Lighthoufe  confplete,  was  3 
years  9  weeks  and  3  days ;  from  the 
5th  of  Dec.  1755,  t0  exhibiting 
the  light  061.  1 759,  was  three  years 
10  months  and  16  days;  and  the 
whole  time  of  working  on  the  rock 
III  days  10  hours. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1791. 
By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet  Laur eat. 


WHEN  from  the  bofom  of  the  mine 

The  magnet  firft  to  light  was  thrown* 

Fair  Commerce  hail’d  the  gift  divine. 

And,  fmiling,  claim’d  it  for  her  own. 

My  bark,”  lhe  faid,  “  this  gem  fhall  guide 
**  Thro’  paths  of  Oceah  yet  untried* 

*c  While  as  my  daring  fons  explore 
Each  rude,  Inhofpitable  fhbre* 

“  ’Mid  defart  fands  and  ruthlefs  fkies, 

“  New  feats  of  induftry  fhall  rife, 

**  And  Culture  wide  extend  its  genial  reign. 

Free  as  the  ambient  gale*  and  boundlefs  as  the  main.** 


It. 


But  Tyranny  foori  learned  to  feize 
The  art  improving  Science  taught. 

The  white  fail  courts  the  diftant  breeze* 

With  horror  and  deftru&ion  fraught} 

From  the  tall  mall;  fell  War  unfurl’d 
His  banners  to  a  new-found  world; 

Oppreffion  arm’d  with  giant  Pride, 

And  bigot  Fury  by  her  fide; 

Dire  Defolation  bath’d  in  blood* 

Pale  Av’rice,  and  her  harpy  brood. 

To  each  affrighted  fhore  in  thunder  fpoke* 

And  bow’d  the  wretched  race  to  Slavery’s  iron  yoke. 


III. 

Not  fuch  the  gentler  views  that  urge 
Britannia’s  fons  to  dare  the  furge ; 

Not  fuch  the  gifts  her  Drake,  her  Raleigh  bore 
To  the  wild  inmates  of  th’  Atlantic  fhore. 
Teaching  each  drear  wood’s  pathlefs  fcene 
The  glories  of  their  Virgin  Qgeen-^ 
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Nor  fuch  her  later  chiefs,  who  try, 

Impell’d  by  foft  Humanity, 

The  boift’rous  wave,  the  rugged  coaft. 

The  burning  zone,  the  polar  frofl. 

That  climes  remote,  and  regions  yet  unknown. 

May  (hare  a  GEORGE’S  fvvay,  and  blefs  his  patriot  throne, 

IV. 

Warm  Fancy,  kindling  with  delight. 

Anticipates  the  lapfe  of  Age,  _ 

And  as  fhe  throws  her  eagle’s  light 
O’er  Time’s  yet  undifcover’d  page, 

Vail  Continents,  now  dark  with  (hade* 

She  fees  in  Verdure’s  robe  array’d: 

Sees  o’er  each  ifland’s  fertile  fteep 
That  frequent  duds  the  Southern  deep. 

His  fleecy  charge  the  fhepherd  lead, 

The  harveft  wave,  the  vintage  bleed ; 

Sees  Commerce  fprings  of  guiltlefs  wealth  explore. 

Where  frowns  the  weftern  world  on  Ana’s  neighbouring  fhor^t 

V. 

Eutlo!  acrofs  the  blackening  fries 

What  fvvarthy  Daemon  wings  his  flight  ? 

At  once  the  tranfient  landfcape  flies. 

The  fplendid  Vifion  fets  in  night.-^ 

And  fee  Britannia’s  aweful  form. 

With  breaft  undaunted,  brave  the  floral : 

Aweful,  as  when,  her  angry  tide 
O’erwhelm’d  the  wreck’d  Armada’s  pride; 

Aweful,  as  when  th’  avenging  blow 
Sufpending  o’er  a  proftrate  foe. 

She  fnatch’d,  in  Vict’rv’s  moment  prompt  to  favet 
Iberia’s  finking  fons  from  Calpe’s  glowing  wave. 

VI. 

Ere  yet  the  tempefl’s  mingled  found 
Burft  dreadful  o’er  the  nations  round, 

What  angel  fhape,  in  beaming  radiance  dight. 

Pours  thro’  the  fevering  clouds  celeftial  light  1 
’Tis  Peace— before  her  feraph  eye 
The  fiends  of  Devaflation  fly. 

Aufpicious  round  our  Monarch’s  brow 
She  twines  her  olive’s  facred  bough ; 

This  victory,  fhe  cries,  is  mine. 

Not  torn  from  War’s  terrific  flirine  1 
Mine,  the  pure  trophies  of  the  wife  and  good. 

Unbought  by  fcenes  of  woe,  and  undefil’d  with  hlopd. 
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Op  £  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y’s  Birth-Day ,  4,  1791* 

v-  •  x~  •  ‘ 

i?y  Henry  J  ames  Pye,.  Efq.  Poet  Laurent. 

LOUD  the  whirlwind  rag’d  around 

That  fhook  affrighted  Britain’s  fhore* 

In  peals  oflouder  thunder  drown’d 
That  mingled  with  the  wint’ry  roar  ; 

Dreadful  amid  the  driving  florm 
The  gliding  meteor’s  horrid  form 

With  tranlient  gleam  illum’d  the  air, 

While  thro’  December’s  murky  night, 

Refulgent  with  unwonted  light. 

The  livid  flaflies  glare. 

»  ■  v 

,  '  V 

J]ut  fee  !  the  radiant  Lord  of  Day 
Now  northward  rolls  his  burning  car. 

And  fcatters  with  victorious  ray 
The  rage  of  elemental  war. 

To  reft  the  troubled  waves  fubfide. 

And  gently  o’er  the  curling  tide 

Young  Zephyr  leads  the  vernal  hours* 

Adorns  with  richeft  dyes  the  vale. 

And  fragrance  wafts  on  every  gale 
From  June’s  ambrofial  flowers. 

O,  may  no  lowering  gloom  o’ercaft 
Th’  aufpicious  morn  to  Britain  dear. 

Or  Eurus  check  with  envious  blaft 
The  pVornife  of  the  rip’ning  year! 

Or  fhould  fome  tranfitory  cloud 
Awhile  th’  ethereal  fplcndor  fhrouu  ; 

Soon  fhali  the  fun  his  ftream  renew— 

Soon  fhali  the  landfcape  fmile  around 
With  more  luxuriant  verdure  crown’d. 

And  bloom  with  livelier  hue. 

Exulting  in  her  Prince  rever’d. 

Whole  mild  parental  virtues  grace 
The  facred  Throne  by  Glory  rear’d 
On  Freedom’s  adamantine  bafe ; 

While  Albion  pours  the  feftive  ftrain, 

Refponfive  to  her  choral  train. 

The  Mufe  enraptur’d  joins  the  throng. 

Proud  that  a  grateful  people’s  praife 
Echoes  the  votive  verfe  Ihe  pays. 

And  confecrates  her  fong. 


Bines 
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Lines  addreffed  by  Sir  Charles  Cavendish  to  the  Countefs  of  S  HR  ews- 
bury,  written  i?i  the  year  1 6 1 4..  From  Lo  d  g  e’j  liluji  rations  of  Britilh 
Hifoijy  Biography ,  and  Manners. 

A/T  ADD  AM,  To  may  my  ^Tfes  pleafing  bee, 

"*■ -  "*•  So  may  yovv  laugh  at  them,  and  not  at  mee. 

As  Tom  thing  to  yow  I  would  gladly  fay. 

But  how  to  doe  it  caifot  finde  the  way. 

1  would  avoyd  the  confon  trodden  wayes 
To  ladyes  us’d,  wch  bee  or  love  or  prayfe  : 

As  for  the  firft,  that  little  witt  l  have 
Is  not  yet  growne  fo  neere  unto  the  grave 
But  that  I  can  by  that  dim  fadeing  light 
P'ceave  of  what,  &  unto  whom,  I  write. 

Let  fuch  as  in  a  hopeles  witles  rage 
Can  ligh  a  quier,  and  read  it  to  a  page ; 

Such  as  can  make  ten  fonets  ere  they  reft. 

When  each  is  but  a  great  blot  at  the  beft ; 

Such  as  can  backs  of  books  and  windows  fill. 

With  theyr  too  furious  diamond  &  quill; 

Such  as  ar  well  refolved  to  end  theyr  dayes 
Wth  a  loud  laughter,  blovvne  beyond  the  feas ; 

Who  ar  fo  mortify’d  that  they  can  live 
Contemn’d  of  all  the  world,  and  yet  forgive  ; 

Write  love  to  yow— I  would  not  willingly 
Be  poynted  at  m  ev’ry  company. 

As  was  the  little  taylor  that  till  death 
Was  hot  in  love  with  Queene  Elizabeth. 

And,  for  the  laft,  in  all  my  idle  dayes 
I  never  yet  did  living  woman  prayfe 
In  verfe  or  profe  ;  and  when  I  doe  beginn, 

I’le  pick  fome  woman  out  as  full  of  linn 
As  yow  are  full  of  virtue ;  with  a  foule 
As  blacke  as  yor’3  is  white  ;  a  face  as  foule 
As  yor’s  is  beautyfull :  for  it  fhall  be 
Out  of  the  rules  of  phifiognomy. 

So  farr  that  I  doe  feare  1  muft  difplace 
The  art  a  little  to  let  in  her  face. 

It  fhall  at  leaf!  fowr  faces  be  below 

The  divell’s,  and  her  parched  corps  fhall  fhowe, 

In  her  loofe  fkin,  as  if  a  fpirit  fhee  were. 

Kept  in  a  bagg  by  fome  great  conjurer. 

Her  breath  fhall  be  as  horrible  and  vild 
As  ev*ry  word  yow  fpeake  is  fweete  and  mild ; 

It  fhall  be  fuch  a  one  as  caifot  bee 
Co\T r’d  wth  anie  art  or  policie ; 
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But,  let  her  take  all  powdrs,  ’fumes,  and  drinke. 

She  (hall  make  nothing  but  a  deerer  ilinke. 

She  fhall  have  fuch  a  foote,  and  fuch  a  nofe. 

As  will  not  iland  in  any  thing  but  profe. 

If  I  bellow  my  prayfes  uppon  fuch 
*Tis  charity,  and  I  ihall  merit  much. 

My  prayfe  will  come  to  her  like  a  full  boule 
Bellowed,  at  moll  neede,  on  a  thirhy  foule ; 

Where  if  I  fmg  yor  prayfes  in  my  rime, 

I  loofe  my  inke,  my  paper,  and  my  time ; 

Add  nothing  to  yor  overflowing  llore. 

And  tell  yow  naught  but  what  yow  knew  before, 

Nor  do  the  worthy  minded  (which  I  fware. 

Madam,  I  thipck  yow  are)  indure  to  heare 
Theyr  own  p  feflions  into  quellio  brought. 

Butt  llopp  theyr  eares  at  them ;  for  if  I  thought 
You  tooke  a  pride  to  have  yor  virtues  knowne, 

PTlon  me,  Maddam,  I  Ihould  think  them  none. 

To  what  a  length  is  this  llrange  letter  growne 
In  feeking  of  a  fubjeft,  yet  finds  none. 

But  if  yof  brave  thoughts  (wch  I  mull  refpeft 
Above  yor  glorious  titles)  doe  accept 
Thefe  few  ill-fcattered  lines,  I  fhall  ere  long 
Drefle  upp  yor  virtues  new,  in  a  new  fong : 

Y et  farr  from  all  bafe  prayfe  or  flatterie  ; 

Allthough  I  know  what  ’ere  my  verfes  bee. 

They  will  like  the  moll  fervile  flatterie  fhow. 

If  I  write  truth,  and  make  the  fubjecl  yow. 

ferfonal  defcription  and  domejiic  character  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this 
if  and.  From  The  Aboriginal  Britons,  by  George  PvIChards, 

B.  A. 

RUDE  as  the  wilds  around  his  fylvan  home 
■  ^  In  favage  grandeur  fee  the  Briton  roam. 

Bare  were  his  limbs,  and  llrung  with  toil  and  cold. 

By  untam’d  nature  call  in  giant-mould. 

O’er  his  broad  brawny  (boulders  loofely  flung 
Shaggy  and  long  his  yellow  ringlets  hung. 

His  waill  an  iron-belted  falchion  bore, 

Mafly,  and  purpled  deep  with  human  gore : 

His  Icarr’d  and  rudely-painted  limbs  around 
Fantallic  horror-ilriking  figures  frown’d. 

Which,  monller-iike,  ev’n  to  the  confines  ran 
Of  nature’s  work,  and  left  him  hardly  Man. 

His  knitted  brows  and  rolling  eyes  impart 
A  direful  image  of  his  ruthlefs  heart; 
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Where  war  and  human  blood-ftied  brooding  lie>' 

Like  thunders  lowering  in  a  gloomy  Iky. 

But  you,  illuftrious  Fair  Ones,  wont  to  brave 
Helvellin’s  ftorm3,  and  fport  in  Darwent’s  wave,’ 

To  your  high  worth  fubmifs  the  favage  flood. 

As  Gambia’s  lions  reverence  princely  blood.' 

He  made  no  rubied  lip  nor  fparkling  eye 
The  flirine  and  god  of  his  idolatry  ; 

But,  proudly  bending  to  a  juft  eontroul. 

Bow’d  in  obeifance  to  the  female  foul ; 

And  deem’d,  fome  effluence  of  the  Omnifcient  mind 
In  woman’s  beauteous  image  lay  enfhrin’d ; 

With  infpiration  on  her  bofom  hung. 

And  flow’d  in  heavenly  wifdom  from  her  tongue. 
Fam’d  among  warrior-chiefs  the  crown  Die  wore  j 
At  freedom’s  call  the  gory  falchion  bore ; 

Rul’d  the  triumphant  car  ;  and  rank’d  in  fame 
Bonduca’s  with  Cara&acus’s  name. 

No  tender  virgin  heard  the  impafflon’d  youth 
Breathe  his  warm  vows,  and  fwear  eternal  truth  i 
No  fire,  encircled  by  a  blooming  race, 

View’d  his  own  features  in  his  infant’s  face : 

The  favage  knew  not  wedlock’s  chafter  rite ; 

The  torch  of  Hymen  pour’d  a  common  light; 

As  paffton  fir’d,  the  lawlefs  pair  wereblefs’d; 

And  babes  unfather’d  hung  upon  the  breaft. 

Such  was  the  race,  who  drank  the  light  of  day. 
When  loft  in  vveftern  waves  Britannia  lay  ; 

Content  they  wander’d  o’er  their  heaths  and  moors* 
Nor  thought,  that  ocean  roll’d  round  other  fhores. 
Viewing  the  fires,  that  blaz’d  around  their  fkies. 

Mid  the  wide  world  of  waters  fet  and  rife. 

They  vainly  deem’d,  the  twinkling  orbs  of  light 
For  them  alone  illum’d  the  vault  of  night ; 

For  them  alone  the  golden  lamp  of  day 

Held  its  bright  progrefs  through  the  heav’n’s  high  way. 

When  the  chill  breeze  of  morning  overhead 
Wav’d  the  dark  boughs,  that  roof’d  his  fylvan  bed, 

TJp  the  light  Briton  fprung — to  chace  the  deer 
Through  Humber’s  vales,  or  heathy  Cheviot  drear. 
Languid  at  noon  his  fainting  limbs  he  caft 
On  the  warm,  bank,  and  fought  his  coarfe  repaft. 

With  acorns,  fhaken  from  the  neighbouring  oak. 

Or  faplefs  bark,  that  from  the  trunk  he  broke. 

His  meal  he  made ;  and  in  the  cavern’ d  dell 
Drank  the  hoarfe  wave,  that  down  the  rough  rocks  fell. 
At  eve  retracing  flow  his  morning  road 
With  wearied  feet  he  gain’d  his  wild  abode. . 
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No  city  rofe  with  fpires  and  turrets  crown’d  5 
No  iron  war  front  rocky  ramparts  frown’d : 

But  plain  and  Ample,  in  the  fhadowy  wood. 

The  (hapelefs  rude-condrudted  hamlets  hood: 

O’er  the  deep  trench  an  earthy  mound  arofe. 

To  guard  the  fylvan  town  from  beads  and  foes. 
The  crackling  fire,  beneath  the  hawthorn  (hade* 
With  chearful  blaze  illum’d  the  darkfome  glade. 
Oft-times  beneath  the  lheltering  oak  was  fpread 
With  leaves  and  fpoils  of  beads  the  rultic  bed  : 

Ik  open  iky  he  reds  his  head,  and  fees 

The  bars,  that  twinkle  through  the  waving  trees. 

On  his  bare  bread  the  chilling  dews  defcend ; 

His  yellow  locks  the  midnight  tempefts  rend ; 
Around — the  empty  wolf  in  hunger  prowls. 

And  lhakes  the  lonely  foreft  with  his  howls : 

Yet  health  and  toil  weigh  down  the  fenfe,  and  deep 
His  wearied  aching  limbs  in  balmy  deep  ; 

Till  the  pale  twilight  opes  the  glimmering  glades. 
And  llowly  gains  upon  the  mid-wood  ftiades. 


Monody  on  the  Death  of  Dick,  an  Academical  Cat .  From  3aLMA» 
gundi,  a  Miscellaneous  Combination  of  Original  Poetry . 

Rats,  in  triumph  elevate  your  ears ! 

Exult,  ye  Mice  ! — for  Fate’s  abhorred  (hears 
Of  Dick’s  nine  lives  have  flit  the  Catguts  nine ; 

Henceforth  he  mews  ’midd  choirs  of  Cats  divine !  r 
Tho’  nine  fuccefiive  lives  protraft  their  date. 

E’en  Cats  themfelves  obey  the  call  of  Fate; 

Whofe  formidable  fiat  fets  afloat 
Mortals,  and  mortal  Cats,  in  Charon’s  boat: 

Fate,  who  Cats,  Dogs,  and  Do&ors  makes  his  prize 
That  grace  Great  Britain’s  Univerdties. 

Where  were  ye.  Nymphs, — when  to  the  filent  coad 
Of  gloomy  Acheron  Dick  tra veil’d  pod? 

Where  were  ye,  Mufes,  in  that  deathful  hour?— 

Say,  did  ye  haunt  the  Literary  Bower 
Where  Science  fends  her  Sons  in  Stockings  Blue 
To  barter  praife  for  Coup  with  M  ******  ? 

For  not  on  Ids’  clafiic  (hores  ye  flray’d. 

Nor  brew’d  with  Cherwell’s  wave  your  lemonade ; 

Nor  aflignations  kept  with  Grizzled  Elves, 

Where  Learning  deeps  on  Bodley’s  groaning  (helves; 

Nor,  where  no  poet  glows  with  kindred  fire. 

Wept  o’er  your  favourite  War  ton’s  filent  lyre. 
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While  venal  Cats  (leagued  with  degenerate  Curs, 

Of  faded  Prudes  the  four-legg’d  penlioners) 

On  the  foft  fofa  rang’d  in  order  due,  . 

For  eleemofynary  muffin  mew, 

Regardlefs  of  the  meed  that  Fame  bellows. 

Their  tail  a  feather  for  each  wind  that  blows  ; 

Thee,  generous  Dick,  the  Cat-controlling  Powers  * 

Ordain’d  to  moufe  in  Academic  Bovvers  : 

Bade  thee  the  facred  flream  of  Sapience  lip. 

And  in  Pierean  Cream  thy  whifkers  dip  ! 

Enfhrin’d  celeflial  Cateries  among. 

The  fable  Matron,  from  whofe  loins  /he  fprung. 

Who  trac’d  her  high  defcent  through  ages  dark, 

From  Cats  that  caterwaul’d  in  Noah’s  Ark, 

Stern,  brindled  nurfe,  with  unremitting  care. 

To  high  achievements  train’d  her  tabby  heir; 

On  Patriot  Cats  his  young  attention  fix’d. 

And  many  a  cuff  with  grave  inftruclion  mix’d ; 

Taught  the  great  Truth,  to  half  his  race  unknowns 
«  Cats  are  not  kitten’d  for  themfelves  alone  ; 

44  But  hold  from  Heav’n  their  delegated  claws, 

44  Guardians  of  Larders,  Liberty,  and  Laws. 

44  Let  Cats  and  Catlings  of  ignqble  line 
«4  Slumber  in  bee-hive  chairs,  in  dairies  dine; 

44  Shun  thou  the  fhades  of  Cat-enfeebling  eafe  ! 

“  Watch  o’er  the  weal  of  Rhedycinian  cheefe  ; 

“  The  melting  marble  of  Collegiate  Brawn 
44  For  Heads  ofHoufes  guard,  and  Lords  in  Lawn; 

4<  And  keep  each  recreant  rat  and  moufe  in  awe 
44  That  dares  to  fhew  his  nofe  in  Golgotha  f . 

44  So  may  the  brightell  honours  of  the  Gown 
44  Thy  riper  years  and  adiive  virtue  crown  !— - 
44  Say,  fhall  not  Cats,  fraught  with  ethereal  fire 
44  To  feats  of  letter’d  eminence  afpire  ?— 

44  Caligula  a  conful  made  his  Heed  ; 

44  What  tho’  the  beaft  could  neither  write  nor  read, 

44  Yet  could  he  talents  negative  difpl ay, 

44  And  fiience  oppofition  with  his  neigh. 

44  If  Charles  of  Sweden  fwore  he  would  depute*. 

44  The  fenate  to  control,  his  old  Jack  Boot ; 

44  Iferfi:  Rome’s  papal  crown  a  Goffip  wore, 

44  Then,  Dick,  thou  may’ft  become  Vice-Chancellor, 

44  Might  I  but  live,  tho’  crazy,  old,  and  Tick, 

44  To  fee  thee  flalk  behind  thy  Beadles,  Dick  l 

f  Golgotha,  44  The  Place  of  a  Scull,”  a  name  ludicroufly  appropriated  to  the 
place  in  which  the  Heads  of  Colleges  affemble. 

1  Ele&rical  fparks  elicited  by  fviiiign  from  a  £.at’£  back, 

44  Behold* 
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*  Behold,  my  brindled  boy  with  cOnfcious  pride 
“  O’er  convocated  Grizzle-Wigs  prefide  ! 

u  Hear  thee,  ere  I  explore  my  lateft  home, 

“  Confer  Degrees  in  Sheldon’s  fpacious  dome  J 
“  See  thee  in  fcarlet  robe  encafe  thy  far, 

“  And  at  St.  Mary’s  venerably  purr  !— 
u  Then  let  me  be  tranflated  to  the  fkies, 

*e  And  clofe  in  welcome  death  thefe  goofeb’ry  eyes  !’* 

*  *  *  #  *  *  *  *  . 

While  glory’s  fteep  afcent  Grimalkin  Ihews, 

Dick’s  bread  with  emulative  ardour  glows ; 

His  emerald  eyes  with  richer  radiance  roll. 

And  all  the  Cat  awakens  in  his  foul. 

Within  the  tender  velvet  of  his  paw 
Tho’  yet  unbloodied  lurks  each  virgin  claw. 
Anticipated  palms  his  hope  defcries. 

And  conquefts  gain’d  o’er  vilionary  mice : 

Tho’  much  for  milk,  more  for  renown  he  mews* 

And  nobler  objedts  than  his  tail  purfues. 

O,  could  I  call  the  Mufes  from  the  fpheres. 

To  ling  the  triumphs  of  his  riper  years  ! 

What  ftrife  the  larder’s  confcious  fhelves  beheld  * 
What  congregated  rats  his  valour  quell’d  ! 

What  mice  defcended,  at  each  direful  blow. 

To  nibble  brimftone  in  the  realms  below  ! 

The  Vidtor,  who  his  foes  in  furious  mood 
Hurl’d  from  the  Granic  to  the  Stygian  flood  ; 
Churchill,  whofe  bounty  fainting  Frenchmen  gave 
Soup-meagre  gratis  in  the  Danube’s  wave  ; 
Heathfield,  whofe  red-hot  vengeance  Spain  defied, 
Blift’ring,  like  Spanilh  flies,  old  Neptune’s  hide ; 

Who  plung’d  his  enemies,  a  whilker’d  group. 

In  green  waves  twice  as  hot  as  green  peafe’  foup. 
While  Fate  on  Calpe’s  fummit  fat  and  fmil’d. 

To  fee  the  dingy  Dons  like  lobfters  boil’d. 

Or  by  the  light’ning  of  th’  exploded  fliell 
Difpatch’d  to  feek  a  cooler  birth  in  Hell- 
All  heroes,  bloody,  brave,  or  politic. 

All,  all  fliould  yield  preeminence  to  Dick  : 

And  everlafting  laurels,  thick  as  hops. 

Wreath  their  bright  foliage  round  his  brindled  chops,, 
Myflerious  Powers,  who  rule  the  deftinies 
Of  conquerors  and  kings,  of  cats  and  mice. 

Why  did  your  will  the  Pylian  Chief  decree 
Three  centuries,  unfpe&acled,  to  fee. 

Yet  fummon  from  his  patriot  toils  away 
Illuftrious  Dick,  before  his  head:  was  grey  ? 

Vol,  xxxrix,  & 
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Of  valour,  fenfe,  or  fkill,  how  vain  the  boafi !— • 

Dick  feeks  the  fhades,-  an  undiftinguifh’d  ghoft, 

And  turns  his  tail  on  this  terreftrial  ball, 

Difmifs’d  without  Mandamus  Medical ; 

Sent,  without  purge  or  catapotium. 

In  prime  of  Cat-hood  to  the  Catacomb  ; 

No  Dobtor  fee’d,  no  regimen  advis’d, 

Unpill’d,  unpoultic’d,  unphlebotomiz’d  { 

Ye  fage  divines,  if  fo  c6ncife  our  {pan. 

Who  for  preferment  would  turn  Cat  in  pan  ? 

Since  Clergymen  and  Cats  one  fate  betides. 

And  worms  fhall  eat  their  fermons  and  their  hides ! 

Polecats,  who  Dick’s  difaftrous  end  furvive. 

Shall  blefs  their  liars  that  they  hill  ftink  alive  ; 

Mulkcats  lhall  feel  a  melancholy  qualm. 

And  with  their  fweets  departed  Dick  embalm  j 
Cats  in  each  clime  and  latitude  that  dwell. 

Brown,  fable,  fandy,  grey,  and  tortoifefhell. 

Of  titles  obfolete,  or  yet  in  ufe, 

Tom,  Tybert,  Roger,  Rutterktn* **,  or  Pufs; 

Cats  who  with  wayward  Hags  the  moon  control. 

Unchain  the  winds,  and  bid  the  thunders  roll ; 

Brave  in  enchanted  heves  the  boift’rous  main. 

And  royal  barks  with  adverfe  blahs  detain  f  ; 

Nay  two-legg’d  Cats,  as  well  as  Cats  with  four. 

Shall  Dick’s  irreparable  lofs  deplore. 

Cats  who  frail  nymphs  in  gay  aflemblies  guard. 

As  buckram  ftiff,  and  bearded  like  the  pard  ; 

Calumnious  Cats  who  circulate  faux  pas. 

And  reputations  maul  with  murd’rous  claws; 

*  Rutterkin. — A  Cat  of  this  name  was  Cater-coufin  to  the  great  great  great 
great  great  great  great  great  great  grandmother  of  Grimalkin ;  and  Firft  Cat  m 
the  Catene  of  an  old  woman  who  was  tried  for  bewitching  a  Daughter  of  the 
Countefs  of  Rutland  in  the  beginning  of  die  Sixteenth  Century. 

f  “  Moreover  flic  corbelled  that  hie  took  a  Cat  and  chriftened  it,  &c.  &c.  and 
t(  that  in  the  night  following,  the  laid  Cat  was  conveyed  into  the  middeft  of  the 
<f(  lea  by  all  theie  Witches,  fayling  in  their  Riddles,  or  Cives,  and  fo  left  thefaid 
“  Cat  right  before  the  towne  of  Leith  in  Scotland.  This  doone,  there  did  arife 
“  fuch  a  terapeft  at  Sea  as  a  greater  hath  not  been  feen,  &c.” 

“  A^gaine  it  is  confefTed  that  the  faid  chriftened  Cat  was  the  caufe  of  the  Ranges 

**  Majeftie’s  ftnppg,  at  iiis  comming  fertile  of  Denmarke,  had  a  contrarie  winde  t» 
the  reft  of  the  Ihippes  then  beeing  in  his  companie;  which  thing  was  moil  ftraunge 
li  and  true,  as  the  KingesMajcftie  acknowledgeth,  for  when  the  reft  of  the  ftiippea 
“  had  a  fair  and  good  winde,  then  was  the  winde  contrarie  and  altogether  againfte 
“  his  Majeftie,  &rc.”  * 

Old  Pamphlet  intitled,  “  Newes  frem  Scotland,  &c.  &c.  & c.”  Printed  in  the 
year  1591,  by  William  Wright. 

See  Notes  on  the  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,  in  Tglinfon  and  Stevens’  edition  <>f 
fj&akfpeare.  * 
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Shrill  Cats  whom  fierce  domeftic  brawls  delight, 

Crofs  Cats  who  nothing  want  but  teeth  to  bite. 

Starch  Cats  of  puritanic  afpe£l  fad. 

And  learned  Cats  who  talk  their  hufbands  mad  ; 
Confounded  Cats  who  cough,  and  croak,  and  cry. 

And  maudlin  Cats  who  drink  eternally  ; 

Prim  Cats  of  countenance  and  mien  precife, 
y ct  oft’ner  hankering  for  men  than  mice ; 

Curfl:  Cats  whom  nought  but  caftigation  checks. 
Penurious  Cats  who  buy  their  coais  by  pecks, 
Faftidious  Cats  who  pine  for  cortly  cates. 

And  jealous  Cats  who  catechife  their  mates ; 
Cat-Prudes  who,  when  they  ’re  aflc’d  the  quertion,  fquall, 
And  ne’er  give  anfwer  Categorical ; 

Uncleanly  Cats  who  never  pare  their  nails, 

Cat-Gofiips  full  of  Canterbury  tales, 

Cat-Grandams  vex’d  with  afthmas  and  catarrhs, 

And  fuperftitious  Cats  who  curie  their  liars ; 

Cats  who  their  favours  barter  for  a  bribe. 

And  canting  Cats,  the  worft  of  all  the  tribe  ! 

And  faded  Virgin-Cats,  and  Tabbies  old. 

Who  at  quadrille  remorfelefs  moufe  for  gold  ; 

Cats  of  each  clafs,  craft,  calling,  and  degree 
Mourn  Dick’s  calamitous  Cataflrophe. 

Yet,  while  I  chant  the  caufe  of  Richard’s  end. 

Ye  fympathizing  Cats,  your  tears  fulpend ! 

Then  Ihed  enough  to  float  a  dozen  whales. 

And  ufe,  for  pocket-hankerchiefs,  your  tails  !— - 
Fame  fays  (but  Fame  a  fland’rer  Hands  confefs’d,} 
Pick  his  own  Sprats,  like  Bamber  Gafcoigne,  drefs’d ; 
But  to  the  advocates  of  truth  ’tis  known. 

He  neither  liaid  for  grace  nor  gridiron. 

Raw  Sprats  he  fwore  were  worth  all  filh  befide, 

Frefh,  Hale,  rtew’d,  fpitchcock’d,  fricafleed  or  fried : 
Then  fwallow’d  down  a  fcore  without  remorle. 

And  three  fat  Mice  flew  for  a  fecond  courfe : 

But,  while  the  third  his  grinders  dyed  with  gore, 
Sudden  thofe  grinders  clos’d— to  grind  no  more  ! 

And  (dire  to  tell !)  commiflion’d  by  Old  Kick, 

A  Catalepfy  made  an  end  of  Dick. 

Thus  from  the  Party’s  furious  efcalade. 

Where  blood,  to  gravy  turn’d,  embrown’d  his  blade, 
(That  all ‘encountering  blade  which  lcorn’d  to  fear 
Broil’d  gizzards  charg’d  with  Kian-gunpowder) 

From  rais’d-cruft  levell’d  never  mpre  to  rife. 

From  ducks  difpatch’d,  and  mafiacred  minc’d  pies. 
From  turkey-poults  transfix’d  and  firloins  flarti’d, 

From  marrow-puddings  maul’d,  and  cullards  quafh’d. 
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Crimpt  cod,  and  mutilated  mackarel. 

And  defolation  of  the  turtle’s  fhell. 

Some  Alderman  of  giant  appetite 
A  furfeit  fweeps  to  everlatting  night : 

Imbibing  claret  with  his  lateft  breath. 

And  brandishing  his  knife  and  fork  in  deaths 
Downward  a  gormandizing  ghoft  he  goes. 

And  bears  to  Hell  frelh  fuel  on  his  nofe ; 

For  Calipalh  explores  th*  infernal  fcene  *, 

And  wifhes  Phlegethon  one  vaft  Terrene. 

O  Paragon  of  Cats,  whofe  lofs  diftradts 
My  foul,  and  turns  my  tears  to  CataraCts, 

Nor  craft  nor  courage  could  thy  doom  prorogue  I 
Dick,  premier  Cat  upon  the  Catalogue 
Of  Cats  that  grace  a  caterwauling  age. 

Scar’d  by  Fate’s  Cat-call  quits  this  earthly  ftage  ; 

Dire  fled  the  arrow  that  laid  Richard  flat,  v 

And  flckening  Glory  faw  Death  Ihoot  a  Cat. 

Ah  !  tho’  thy  bufl  adorn  no  fculptur’d  fhrine>. 

No  vafe  thy  relics  rare  to  fame  confign. 

No  rev’rend  characters  thy  rank  exprefs. 

Nor  hail  thee,  Dick  !  D.  D.  nor  F.  R.  S. 

Tho’  no  funereal  dyprefs  fhade  thy  tomb,  - 
For  thee  the  wreaths  of  Paradife  fhall  bloom. 

There,  while  Grimalkin’s  mew  her  Richard  greets, 

A  thoufand  Cats  fhall  purr  on  purple  feats  : 

E’en  now  I  fee,  defcending  from  his  throne. 

Thy  venerable  Cat,  O  Whittington  1 
The  kindred  excellence  of  Richard  hail. 

And  wave  with  joy  his  gratulating  tail  l 
There  fhall  the  worthies  of  the  Whifker’d  Race 
Elyflan  Mice  o’er  floors  of  fapphire  chafe, 

Midft  beds  of  aromatic  marum  dray. 

Or  raptur’d  rove  beflde  the  Milky  Way. 

Kittens,  than  Eailern  Houris  fairer  feen, 

Whofe  bright  eyes  gliften  with  immortal  green. 

Shall  fmooth  for  Tabby  Swains  their  yielding  fur. 

And  to  their  amorous  mews  aflenting  purr.— 

There,  like  Alcmena’s,  fhall  Grimalkin’s,  fen 
In  blifs  repofe, — his  mouflng  labours  done. 

Fate,  Envy,  Curs,  Time,  Tide  ated  Traps  defy. 

And  Caterwaul  to  all  eternity. 

*  —  Petit  Ille  dapes,  ■  ■  ■  — 

Oraque  vana  movet,  dentemque  in  dervte  fatigat, 

Exercetque  cibo  delufum  gutter  inani, 

Proque  epulis  tenues  nequicquam  devorat  auras. 

OVID.  MET.  Lib.  viir. 

A  SONG 
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<&  SONG  for  the  Wiccamical  Anniverfary ,  held  at  the  Cro*wn 
and  Anchor  Tavern.  From  the  fame . 

T  SING  not  your  heroes  of  ancient  romance: 

Capadocian  George,  or  Saint  Denis  of  France  ; 

No  chronicler  I  am 
Of  Troy  and  King  Priam, 

And  thofe  crafty  old  Greeks  who  to  fritters  did  fry  ’em  : 

But  your  voices.  Brave  Boys,  one  and  all  I  befpeak  ’em. 

In  due  celebration  of  William  of  Wickham. 

Chorus. 

Let  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  at  the  Crown  and  the  Anchor, 

The  flafk  never  quit  ’till  clean  out  they  have  drank  her ; 

And  united  maintain,  whether  fober  or  mellow 
That  old  Billy  Wickham  was  a  Very  Fine  Fellow. 

The  fwain,  who  in  amorous  fervitude  glories. 

Swears  that  Love  builds  his  neft  in  the  eyebrow  of  Chloris ; 

While  fhafts  from  the  quiver 
Of  that  Urchin  Deceiver, 

Like  the  quills  of  a  porcupine,  ftick  in  his  liver  : 

£ut  at  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys  fhould  he  brandiih  his  dart. 

We’ll  drown  the  Blind  Rogue  in  a  Wincheiler  Quart. 

Chorus. 

For  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  See. 

Let  Fomenters  of  fierce  Oppontion  exclaim 
That  our  rulers  are  blind  and  our  politics  lame; 

Wliofe  foie  aim  and  wifh  is. 

With  loaves  and  with  fifhes 
From  the  Treafury  Board  to  repjenifii  their  difkcs: 

How  fuch  Orators  fare,  my  Boys,  who  cares  a  button. 

While  we  have  good  Claret  and  Winchefter  Mutton. 

Chorus. 

For  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  Sc c. 

7  Let  the  Soldier,  who  prates  about  forming  the  trenches 
Of  fortified  towns,  and  of  fair-vifag’d  wenches, 

My  numbers  give  heed  to. 

And,  drinking  as  we  do. 

Shut  up  in  its  fcabbard  his  martial  foleao : 

L  3  For 
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for  we  too  flhed  blood,  yet  all  danger  efCape, 

Since  the  blood  that  we  -flied  is  the  blood  of  the  Grape. 

.  v  <  v*  •  *•«  t  <  ’ 

Chorus. 

Let  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  &C. 

Let  Lawyers,  accuftom’d  to  quarrel  and  brawl* 

Play  the  devil  as  ufual  in  Weftminfter  Hall;  •• 

Reputations  befpatter. 

Yet  thrive  and  grow  fatter. 

While  they  dafh  Wrong  and  Right  up  as  coekmaids  do  BattSH 
Here  good  fellowlhip  reigns,  and,  what ’s  firanger  by  far. 

No  mifchief  enfues  from  a  Call  to  the  Bar.  ;  / 

Chorus. 

Let  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys>  &c. 

The  Empiric  profound,  who  in  heathenifli  Latin 
Such  potions  prefcribes  as  might  poifon  old  Satan* 

With  blifter  and  bolus 
And  draught  would  cajole  us, 

’Till  fnug  under  ground  he  has  clapt  in  a  hole  us  : 

But  the  wife  Sons  of  Wickham  his  regimen  flight. 

They  fwallovv  no  draughts  but  of  Red  Wine  and  White., 

Chorus. 

Let  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  &c. 

Ye  Poetical  Tribe,  on  Parnafiiis  who  forage. 

Who  prate  of  Jove’s  Nedar  and  Helicon -porridge* 

Yet,  for  beef-fteaks  and  brandy, 

Set  each  Jack-a-dandy 

On  a  level  with  Frederick,  or  Prince  Ferdinandy : 

What’s  the  fvvord  of  King  Arthur  or  Admiral  Hofief 
To  William  of  Wickham  and  his  Jolly  Old  Crofier  ! 

Chorus. 

Let  Wickham’s  Brave  Boys,  at  the  Crown  and  the  Anchor,  Set, 

The  Gol  dew  Days  of  good  King  Alfred.  From  Seventeen  hundred  and 
Ninety-one ;  a  Poem ,  in  Imitation  of  the  1 Thirteenth  Satire  of  Juvenal, 
hy  Arthur  Murphy,  Efq. 

I  -  '  t  \  .  ’•  r.  ,  ■  Jgvl'j  ' 

OULD’ST  thou  controul  this  epidemic  rage? 

Then  bid  old  Time  roll  back  the  golden  age; 

Or  good  King  Alfred’s  reign  once  more  renew. 

And  give  thefe  days  of  glory  to  our  view. 

AH 
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*  All  then  was  innocence,  content,  and  eafe. 

While  yet  fimplicity  had  pow’r  to  pleafe. 

Wit  had  not  learn’d  to  glofs  and  varnilh  crimes, 

Nor  was  vice  call’d  the  faftiion  of  the  times, 
f  To  clubs  at  Bootle’s,  Arthur’s,  none  could  roam 
Each  hofpitable  baron  liv’d  at  home. 

Beneath  his  roof  the  welcome  gueft  might  (lay. 

Unplunder’d  of  his  all  at  midnight  play. 

Leagu’d  at  a  Faro  bank  no  lharpers  fat. 

Nor  for  a  wager  could  devour  a  cat. 

Hoyle  had  not  taught  his  rules  of  cards  and  dice. 

Great  legiflator  of  a  nation’s  vice  !  \ 

On  morning  wings  no  news  abroad  could  fly. 

To  Blot  out  truth,  and  propagate  the  lie; 

$  No  pamphlet  fcatter’d,  from  a  traitor’s  pen. 

Raw  metaphyflcs,  and  falfe  rights  of  men. 

From  France  ho  agent  of  a  defp’rate  band 
Gould  fpread  his  froth  and  venom  through  the  land. 

Atheifts,  Socinians,  Puritans,  unknown  ; 

No  fierce  Republicans  to  Ihake  the  throne. 

No  wars  envenom’d  by  religious  hate ; 

Nor  Whig,  nor  Tory,  to  convulfe  the  date. 

AH  were  one  party  in  their  country’s  caufe. 

And  the  King  reign’d  a  fubjett  of  the  laws. 

Love  then  in  mutual  bonds  mankind  could  draw 
Nature  their  guide,  fimplicity  their  law. 

Pure  health  and  peace  fincere  contentment  gave. 

The  women  virtuous,  and  their  hufbands  brave. 


CENSURE  of  the  perpetual  EXHIBITION  */ PORTRAITS.  From 
the  Sh AKSPEARE  Gallery,  a  Poem ,  by  Mr.  Jerningham, 

F  T  have  we  heard  the  pure  of  tafie  complain 
Of  mawkifh  Portraiture’s  eternal  reign  ; 

Of  exhibitions  which  the  art  difgrace. 

And  pall  the  eye  with  many  a  vacant  face, 

Let  Miniature  ereft  her  fairy  fchool. 

And  ’mid  her  gewgaws  unmolefted  rule ; 

Let  her  bright  dome  each  pleas’d  Narciflus  feek. 

To  her  let  Beauty  hold  her  fummer  cheek ! 

■  * 

#  Quondam  hoc  indigense  vivebant  more. 

■J*  Nulla  fuper  nubes  convivia  caslicolarum  s 
Prandebat  fibi  quifque  Deus. 

Nec  rota,  nec  furiae,  nec  faxum,  aut  vulturis  atari 
Pesna,  fed  infernis  hilares  fine  regibus  umbrae, 
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In  fond  allufion  to  the  month  of  May, 

Let  her  the  youthful  bride’s  gay  form  difplay  ; 

Let  her  delineate,  on  her  iv’ry  plane. 

The  nuptial  fimper  of  the  happy  fwain ! 

From  thefe  we  turn  to  fcenes  of  higher  aim. 

Where  Eagle-Genius  foars  to  nobler  game ; 

Where  Fancy,  Reafon,  Tafte,  in  one  conjoin’d, 

UnfoM  the  workings  of  th’  impaflion’d  mind. 

Now  to  the  laurelPd,  academic  band. 

To  ev’ry  artift’s  emulative  hand. 

Munificence  upholds  her  facred  prize. 

And  bids  the  daring  reach  it  from  the  ikies. 

•  Characters  of  Shakspeare,  propofed  as  Subjects  fir 

Painting.  From  the  fame. 

TOEHOLD  the  Legate  from  the  facred  Dome 
In  the  rich  garb  of  lacerdotal  Rome  !— - 
Conftance  approaches  !  fpurning  at  relief. 

Attir’d  in  all  the  negligence  of  grief : 

In  her  fierce  grafp  flie  fhews  her  rooted  hair, 

Prefenting  well  the  image  of  Defpair ; 

And  feems  to  cry  aloud,  in  accents  wild, 
lie  talks  to  me,  who  never  had  a  child  !” 

Mark  where  the  blood-fed  lamps,  with  crimfon  ray  f. 

The  ragged  entrails  of  a  cave  difplay : 

There,  on  a  craggy  feat,  the  Wizard’s  throne. 

Sits,  in  rude  pomp,  th’  emaciated  Crone  ; 

She  lifts  a  pale  and  wither’d  hand  on  high. 

And  on  the  Phantom  rolls  her  favage  eye, 

Whofe  doubtful  form  confounds  th’  enquiring  light. 

One  part  reveal’d,  the  other  loft  in  night : 

From  this  abhorr’d  interpreter  of  fate. 

The  Hag  demands  the  future  ftorms  of  ftate. 

When  the  Sixth  Henry,  prince  of  dim  renown, 

Shall  lofe,  what  ill  becomes  him — England’s  crown, 

Y e,  who  to  martial  fame  your  fpirit  yield, 

Who  pant  to  reap  the  honors  of  the  held. 

See  the  Third  Edward,  from  the  mountain’s  brow. 

Survey,  with  madd’ning  glance,  the  plain  beiow  : 

Fie  there  beholds  (by  1  acred  Glory  won) 

In  Danger’s  van  his  dear  and  godlike  Son: 

He  views  with  wonder,  and  with  mingled  fear, 

(His  eye-lid  glift’ning  with  affedion’s  tear) 

With  pride,  appkufe,  and  with  a  Father’s  joy. 

The  firft  achievements  of  th’  immortal  Boy  !  \ 

*  King  John,  A£t  3d,  Scene  4th. 
t  Henry  Sixth,  Part  II.  A£l  ift,  Scene  4-th. 
t  Henry  Fifth,  Adtift,  Scene  xde 
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With  fearful  fteps  we  now  approach  the  bed 
Where  Scotland’s  King  reclines  his  weary  head: 

Mark,  mark  the.favage  Thane’s  *  more  favage  Wife, 

Who  brandifhes  aloft  the  thirily  knife  ! 

One  moment — and  the  viflim  is  no  more ; 

One  moment — and  he  welters  in  his  gore! 

When  fudden,  thro’  her  foul’s  encircling  night, 

Flalhes  a  glimm’ring  of  a  moral  light : 

O’er  the  calm  features  of  the  deeping  Guell 
She  fees  her  Father’s  image  full  expreft  f  ! 

5Tis  Nature’s  miracle  ! — the  Fiend  relents. 

Her  alter’d  mien  a  dckly  fmiie  prefents ; 

Affedtion  fubjugates  her  lawlefs  foul. 

Her  bofom  heaves,  and  tears  begin  to  roll. 

The  MAGPIE  and  ROBIN  RED-BREAST:  1  Tale. 

By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq . 

AM  A  G  P I E,  in  the  fpirit  of  romance, 

.  Much  like  the  fam’d  Reformers  now  of  France, 

Flew  from  the  dwelling  of  an  old  PoiiTarde ; 

Where  fometimes  in  his  cage,  and  fometimes  out. 

He  juftified  the  Revolution  rout. 

That  is,  call’d  names,  and  got  a  fop  for  his  reward. 

Jted-hot  with  Monarch-roading  coals. 

Juft  like  his  old,  fiih-thund’ring  Dame, 

He  left  the  Queen  of  crabs,  and  plaife,  and  foies. 

To  kindle  in  Old  England’s  realm  a  flame. 

Arriv’d  at  ev’ning’s  philofophic  hour. 

He  relied  on  a  rural  antique  tow’r. 

Some  Baron’s  caftle  in  the  days  of  old ; 

When  furious  wars,  mifnomer’d  civil. 

Sent  mighty  chiefs  to  fee  the  Devil, 

Leaving  behind  their  bodies  for  rich  mould. 

That  pliable  from  form  to  form  patroles. 

Making  frefli  houfes  for  new  fouls. 

Perch’d  on  the  wall,  he  cocks  his  tail  and  eye. 

And  hops  like  modern  beaux  in  country-dances ; 

Looks  dev’lifh  knowing,  with  his  head  awry. 

Squinting  with  connoifteurlhip  glances. 

All  on  a  fudden.  Maggot  Harts  and  flares. 

And  wonders,  and  for  fomewhat  ftrange  prepares ; 

^  Macbeth. 

f  A£l  zd,  Scene  - Lady  Macbeth.  tf  Had  he  pot  refembled  my  Father 

he  fleptj  I  had  don’t.” 

' 5  -  '  But, 
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But,  lo  !  his  wonder  did  not  Iiold  hint  long— * 

Soft  from  a  bulh  below,  divinely  clear, 

A  moded  warble  melted  on  his  ear, 

A  plaintive,  foothing,  folitary  fong~ 

A  Healing,  timid,  unprefuming  found. 

Afraid  dim  Nature’s  deep  repofe  to  wound  $ 

That  bulb’d  (a  death-like  paufe)  the  rude  Sublime-, 
This  was  a  novelty  tp  Mag  indeed. 

Who,  pulling  up  his  Cp  indie-thanks  with  fpeed, 

Dropp’d  from  his  turret,  half-devour’d  by  Time* 
jA-la-Francoife ,  upon  the  fpray. 

Where  a  lone  Red-break  pour’d  to  eve  his  lay.. 

Staring  the  mode#  minftrel  in  the  face ; 
familiar,  and  with  arch  grimace. 

He  conn’d  the  dulky  warbler  o’er  and  o’er. 

As  though  he  knew  him  years  before. 

And  thus  began,  with  fcemiifg  great  civility* 

All  in  the  Paris  eafe;Of  volubility 

A 

*(  What— Bobby  !  dam ’me,  is  it  you? 

at  That  thus  your  pretty  phiz  to  mufick  ferew, 

«s  So  far  from  hamlet,  village,  town,  and  city, 
ts  To  glad  old  battlements  with  dull  pfalm  ditty  £ 

’S  death  !  what  a  pleafant,  lively,  merry  feene  ! 

4*  Plenty  of  bats,  and  owls,  and  ghoiis,  1  ween; 
si  Rare  midnight  fcreeches,  Bob,  between  you  all : 

**  Why,  what *s  the  name  on’t,  Bobby  ?  Difmal  Half: 

*{  Come,  to  be  ferious— curfe  this  queer  old  fpot, 
u  And  let  thy  owliih  habitation  rot  ! 

“  join  me,  and  foon  in  riot  we  will  revel : 

**  I’ll  teach  thee  how  to  curfe,  and  call  folks  names. 

And  be  expert  in  treafon,  murder,  fames, 

<£  And  mo.ft  divinely  play  the  devil, 

®f  Yes,  thon  (halt  leave  this  fpedbed  hole, 

14  And  prove  thou  hak  a  bit  of  foul  i 

<c  Soon  {halt  thou  fee  old  ftupid  London  dance ; 

*l  There  {hall  we  fhine  immortal  knaves; 
u  No-t  Heal  unknown,  like  cuckoos,  to  (mr  graves j, 

“  But  imitate  the  geniufes  of  France. 

Who’d  be  that  rrionkifli,  cIoiiler*d  thing,  a  snufcle  £ 
rt  Importance  only  can  arife  from  bullle  l 
*c  Tornado,  thunder,  lightning,  tumult,  firife  5 
**  Thcfe  charm ,  and  add  a  dignity  to  life. 

44  That  thou  ihould’ft  choofe  this  fpot,  is  m  or  Urdus  odd 
84  Fob,  poh  1  thou  canfl  not  like  this  life,  by  G—  i” 
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t  , 

Sir  like  one  thunder-ftricken,  Haring  wide.— » 

Can  you  be  ferious,  Sir  ?”  the  Robin  cried. 

Serious  l”  rejoin’d  the  Magpie,  u  aye,  my  boy— 

So  come,  let ’s  play  the  devil,  and  enjoy.’’ 

1  •  •  J  .4  .  , 

Flames  1”  quoth  the  Robin—“  and  in  riot  revel  1 
Call  names,  and  curfe,  divinely  play  the  devil  ! 

I  cannot,  for  my  life,  the  fun  difcern.”-— 

No  ! — blufh  then.  Bob,  and  follow  me,  and  learn,”, 

Excufe  me.  Sir,”  the  modeft  Hermit  Cried— 

Hell’s  not  the  hobby-horfe  I  wifh  to  ride!” 

Hell !”  laugh’d  the  Maggie,  “  hell  no  longer  dread  $ 
Why,  Bob,  in  France  the  Devil’s  lately  dead  : 

Damnation  vulgar  to  a  Frenchman’s  hearing,— 

The  word  is  only  kept  alive  for  fwearing. 

AgainH  futurity  they  all  proteH ; 

And  God  and  Heav-’n  are  grown  a  Handing  jell. 


w  BrimHone  and  fin  are  downright  out  of  fafhion  j 
“  France  is  quite  alter’d— now  a  thinking  nation: 
<5  No  more  of  penitential  tears  and  groans  1 
<f  PhilOfophy  has  crack’d  Religion’s  bones. 


w  As  for  your  Saviour  of  a  wicked  world, 

**  Fong  from  his  confequence  has  he  been  hurl’d: 
**  They  do  acknowledge  fuch  a  man ,  d’ye  fee  ; 

‘‘  But  then  they  call  him  fimple  Monfieur  Chrifl. 
u  Bob,  for  thy  ignorance,  pray  blufli  for  lhame— 

<<  Behold,  //^Doctor  Priestley  fays  the  fame . 

* m  .  ♦ 


“  Well !  now  thou  fully  art  eonvinc’d— let’s  go.”— 

“  What  curfed  dodrine !”  quoth  the  Robin,  “  No— 

‘‘  I  won’t  go— no  !  thy  fpeeches  make  me  Ihudder.”— 
Poor  Robin  !”  quoth  the  Magpie,  “  what  a  pudder  l 
i(  Be  damn’d  then,  Bobby  !”— lying  off,  he  rav’d— 

«  And  (quoth  the  Robin)  Sir,  may  you  hefav’dh” 
This  faid,  the  tuneful  fprite  renew’d  his  lay ; 

A  fweet  and  farewel  hymn  to  parting  day.— 


In  Thomas  Paine  the  Magpie  doth  appear : 
That  I’m  Poor  Robin,  is  not  quite  fo  dear. 
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Description^  the  SEA  SHORE. 

By  Dr.  Aikin. 

f^REQUENT  along  the  pebbly  beach  I  pace,  r 
And  gaze  intent  on  Ocean’s  varying  face. 

Now  from  the  main  rolls-in  the  fwelling  tide. 

And  waves  on  waves  in  long  proceflion  ride ; 

Gath’ring  they  come,  ’till,  gain’d  the  ridgy  height. 

No  m®rc  the  liquid  mound  fuftains  its  weight; 

It  cuids,  it  falls,  it  breaks,  with  hideous  roar. 

And  pours  a  foamy  deluge  on  the  Ihore. 

From  the  bleak  pole  now  driving  tempefts  fweep. 

Tear  the  light  clouds,  and  vgx  the  ruffled  deep  : 

White  on  the  lhoals  the  fpouting  breakers  rife. 

And  mix  the  wafte  of  waters  with  the  Ikies  : 

The  anch’ring  veflels,  ftretch’a  in  long  array. 

Shake  from  their  bounding  fides  the  dalhing  fpray  ; 

Lab’ring  they  heave,  the  tighten'd  cables  ftrain. 

And  danger  adds  new  horror  to  the  main: 

Then  fnifts  the  fcene,  as  to  the  Weftern  gales 
Delighted  Commerce  fpreads  her  crowded  fails. 

A  clutter’d  groupe  the  diftant  fleet  appear. 

That,  fcatt’ring,  breaks  in  varied  figures  near. 

Now,  all-ill umin’d  by  the  kindling  ray. 

Swan  -like,  the  ftately  veflel  cuts  her  way : 

The  full-wing’d  barks  now  meet,  now  fwiftly  pafs. 

And  leave  long  traces  in  the  liquid  glafs : 

Light  boats,  all  fail,  athwart  the  currents  bound. 

And  dot  with  thining  fpecks  the  furface  round. 

Nor  with  the  day  the  fea-born  fplendours  ceaie  .;  ^ 

When  ev’ning  lulls  each  ruder  gale  to  peace. 

The  riling  moon  with  filv’ry  luftre  gleams. 

And  ihocts  acrofs  the  flood  her  quiv’ring  beams. 

Or,  if  deep  gloom  fucceed  the  fultry  day. 

On  Ocean’s  bofom  native  meteors  play, 

Flafh  from  the  wave,  purfue  the  dipping  oar. 

And  roll  in  flaming  billows  to  the  iiiorc. 

■  e.  -  * 

Description  cf  MORNING:  From  Pcems  by  the  Author 
of  the  Village  Curate,  and  Adriano. 

• — - — •— - AT  length  a  breeze 

Blew  from  the  eaft,  and  rent  the  fable  clouds 
That  all  night  long  had  veil’d  the  Harry  Heavens. 

From  many  a  cheerful  loon-hole,  thro’  the  gloom* 

* "  Peep® 
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Peeps  the  clear  azure  with  its  living  gems. 

Fait  flies  the  feud;  and  now  the  glowing  dawn 
Stands  unobfeur’d  upon  the  mountain’s  top. 

Her  lovely  forehead  with  a  waning  moon 

And  her  own  brilliant  day-ftar  grac’d.  The  clouds. 

Still  floating  overhead,  touch’d  by  the  beam 

Of  the  flow  fun  emerging  from  the  deep 

(But  to  Ophelia’s  eye  not  yet  reveal’d). 

Are  fleeces  dipt  in  fllver,  dappled  pearl. 

And  feathers  fmoother  than  the  cygnet’s  down ; 
Here  red  and  fiery  as  the  ferret’s  eye. 

Here  dun  and  wavy  as  the  turtle’s  breaft. 

The  fainting  liars  withdraw,  the  moon  grows  pale. 
And  the  clear  planet,  meflenger  of  light. 

Hides  in  the  fplendor  of  returning  day. 

The  mountains  are  on  fire.  The  foreft  burns 
With  glory  not  to  be  beheld.  The  Heavens 
Are  ftreak’d  with  rays  from  the  relumin’d  Eafl, 

As  from  the  center  of  a  flaming  wheel. 

Shot  round.  The  fun  appears.  The  jovial  hills 
Rejoice  and  fing,  the  chearful  vallies  laugh. 

All  Nature  utters  from  her  thankful  heart 
Audible  gratitude. 


The  PATRIOT  FAIR,  «  SONG. 

JBy  the  late  Christopher  Smart,  m.  a.  of  Tembroh-Ha.il,  Cambridge* , 

WHEN  young  and  artlefs  as  the  lamb. 

That  plays  around  the  fondling  dam, 

Brilk,  buxom,  pert,  and  filly ; 

I  flighted  all  the  manly  fwains. 

And  put  my  virgin  heart  in  chains 
For  Ample,  fmock- fac’d  Billy. 

But  when  experience  came  with  years. 

And  rais’d  my  hopes,  and  quell’d  my  fears. 

My  blood  grew  blythe  and  bonny ; 

I  uwd  off  ev’ry  beardlefs  youth. 

And  gav^  my  love,  and  fix’d  my  truth 
On  honeft,  iwdy  Johnny. 

But  when  at  wake  I  faw  the  ’Squire, 

For  lace  I  felt  a  new  defire, 

*  Not  inferted  in  his  works. 


Fond 
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Fond  to  out-fhine  my  Mammy; 

1  figh’d  for  fringes,  frogs,  and  beaux* 

AAd  pig  tail’d  wigs,  and  powder’d  clothes* 

And  filken  Matter  Sammy, 

•  '  1 

For  riches  next  I  felt  a  flame,  . , 

When  to  my  cot  old  Gripus  came 
To  hold  an  am’rous  parley  ; 

For  mufic  now  I  chanc’d  to  burn* 

And  fondly  lift£n’d  in  my  turn 

To  warbling,  quavering  Charley* 

■  4  ,  • 

Thus  all  alike,  the  fools  and  wits. 

Fops,  fidlers,  foreigners,  and  cits. 

All  charm’d  me  by  rotation  : 

Then  learn  from  me,  ye  Patriot  Fair,, 

Ne’er  make  one  fingle  man  your  care. 

But  figh  for  all  the  nation. 


*  SOLILOQUY  of  the  Princefs  PERRIWINKLE,  fola,  attended 

fourteen  Maids  of  great  honour , 

-  ...  • '  ,  1  p  t  - 

CURE  fuch  a  wretch  as  I  was  never  horn. 

By  all  the  world  deferted  and  forlorn ; 

This  bitter-fweet,  this  honey-gall  to  prove. 

And  all  the  oil  and  vinegar  of  love. 

Pride ,  Love  and  Req/on  will  not  let  me  reft. 

But  make  a  dev’lifh  buflle  in  my  bread. 

To  wed  with  Fizgig,  Pride ,  Pride ,  Pride  denies. 

Put  on  a  Spanifh  padlock,  Reafon  cries :  . 

But  tender  gentle  Love  with  every  wifh  compli 
Pride ,  Love  and  Reafon  fight  till  they  are  cloy’d. 

And  each  by  each  in  mutual  wounds  deltroy’d. 

Thus  when  a  Barber  and  a  Collier  fight. 

The  Barber  beats  the  lucklefs  Collier-— white  ; 

The  dufty  Collier  heaves  his  ponderous  lack, 

And,  big  with  vengeance,  beats  the  Barber- — black; 

In  comes  the  Brickdufl-man,  with  grime  o’erfpread. 

And  beata  the  Collier  and  the  Barber— red. 

Black,  red,  and  white,  in  various  clones  «***«  c°fb 
And  in  the  dull  they  raife  th**  r«-*noatants  are  loft. 

From  a  Comedy  cal^d>  *(  ^  Trip  to  Cambridge,  or  the  Grateful  Fair,  • 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  SCHOOL  FOR  ARROGANCE. 

Spoken  by  Vie.  Bernard. 

pREAT  news  !  Great  news  !  Extraordinary  news  \ 

Who’ll  buy,  or  give  three-halfpence  to  perufe  ? 

[Sounds]  Great  news !— Pray  did  you  call.  Sirs  ?■— here  qm  I ! 

Of  wants,  and  wanted.  I’ve  a  large  fupply  ! 

Of  fire  and  murder,  marriage,  birth,  and  death, 

Here’s  more  than  I  can  utter  in  a  breath  S 
Rapes,  riots,  hurricanes,  routes,  rogues,  and  faro  ! 

Famine  and  fire  in  Turkey,  and  the  plague  at  Cairo  ! 

Here’s  tincture  for  the  gums,  which  dentifis  make, 

Whofe  teeth  eat  mod  when  other  people’s  ache. 

Here  are  rich  foups,  hams,  tongues,  oils,  fauce,  four-crout  ; 

And  here’s  the  grand  fpecific  for  the  gout ! 

Here’s  turtle  newly  landed  ;  lamb  houle-fed  : 

And  here  a  wife  and  five  fmall  children  wanting  bread* 

Wholefale  and  retail  Britifh  fpirits  here  : 

And  here’s  the  dying  fpeech  of  poor  fmall-beer  ! 

Here  are  tall  men,  fhort  wofnen,  and  fat  oxen ; 

And  here  are  Sunday  Schools,  and  Schools  for  Boxing*, 

|dere  ruin’d  rakes  for  help-mates  advertife; 

And  only  want  ’em  handfome,  rich  and  wife. 

Great  ne\ys  l  Here’s  money  lent  on  bond  !  rare  news  ! 

By  honed,  tender-hearted,  Chridian  Jews  S 
Here  are  prpmotions,  dividends,  rewards  ; 

A  lid  of  bankrupts  and  of  new-made  lords. 

Here  the  debates  at  length  are,  for  the  week ; 

And  here  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  taught  to  fp.eak. 

Here  Hazard,  Goodluck,  Shercold,  and  a  b^qdl 
Of  gen’rous  Gentlemen,  whofe  hearts  expand 
With  honour,  rectitude,  and  public  fpirit, 

Equal  in  high  defert,  with  equal  merit. 

Divide  their  tickets  into  Shares  and  Quarters; 

And  here’s  a  fervant-maid  found  hanging  in  her  garters  I 
Here  l  here’s  the  fifty  thoufand,  fold  at  every  ihop ; 

^nd  here’s  the  Newgate  Calendar,— and  Drop. 

Rare  news;  Strange  news  !  Extraordinary  news  ! 

Who  would  not  give  three-half-pence  to  perufe  ? 

[i Going ,  returns]  ’Sblud  !  I  forgot — Great  news  again  I  fay  \ 
To-night,  at  Covent-Garden,  a  new  play  ! 

[In  raptures]  Qh  !  [’ll  be  there,  with  Jack,  our  printer’s  DeyiJ ! 
We’re  judges  !■— We  know  when  to  clap,  or  cavil  ! 

We’ve  heard  our  Prefl'men  talk  of,  of— Rome  and  Greece  \ 

And  have  read  Harry— Harry — Harry  Stotle’s  Masterpiece  J 
When  we  have  paid  our  Gulling,  we’re  the  Town  ! 

/is  ^vjfelv  c.an  find  fault  £s  thpfe  who  pay  $hejr  cr^yn  ’ 

■'  .  .  -  u#r« 
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Nay,  we  like  them,  if  it  be  bad  or  good. 

Can  talk  as  fall,  as,  as, — as  if  we  underdood  ! 

Oh  !  I’ll  be  there  ;  get  the  firft  row,  and  with  my  ftafF 
I’ll  aft  the  trunkmaker,  thump,  roar,  encore,  and  laugh  l 
The  Prompter’s  boy  has  call’d  our  Jack  afide. 

And  fays,  the  Play’s  to  cure  the  world  of  pride ! 

That  rich  folks  will  no  longer  think  they’re  born 
To  crulh  the  weak,  and  laugh  the  poor  to  fcorn  ! 

The  great  ’twill  teach  that  virtue,  wit,  and  merit. 

They  may  perchance  poffefs,  but  can’t  inherit ! 

That  learning,  wifdom,  genius,  truth,  and  worth. 

Are  far  more  rich  and  rare  than  ribbands,  rank,  and  birth ! 

JLord  1  Lord  1  Who  ever  heard  of  fuch  a  fcheme  ? 

Teach  fenfe  to  Wealth  and  Pride  !  Your  Poets  always  dream  ! 
Could  he  do  this,  there’s  no  one  will  deny 

That  news  1  ftrange  news  !  would  be  the  gen’ral  cry.  [Exit* 

Extract  from  an  Elegy  written  at  the  Hot  Wells,  Briltol. 

PERHAPS  to  thefe  grey  rocks  and  mazy  fprings 

Some  heart  may  come,  warm’d  with  the  pured  lire; 

For  whom  bright  Fancy  plumes  her  radiant  wings. 

And  warbling  Mufes  wake  the  lonely  lyre. 

Some  beauteous  maid,  deceiv’d  in  early  youth. 

Pale  o’er  yon  fpring  may  hang  in  mute  didrefs; 

Who  dream’d  of  faith,  of  happinefs,  and  truth. 

Of  love — that  virtue  would  proteft  and  blefs. 

Some  muling  youth  in  lilence  there  may  bend. 

Untimely  dricken  by  fharp  forrow’s  dart ; 

For  friendlhip  form’d,  yet  left  without  a  friend. 

And  bearing  dill  the  arrow  at  his  heart. 

•  ^ 

Such  was  lamented  Russel’s*  haplefs  doom. 

The  lod  companion  of  my  youth’s  gay  prime ; 

Ev’n  fo  he  funk  unwept  into  the  tomb. 

And  o’er  his  head  clos’d  the  dark  gulph  of  time. 

Hither  he  came,  a  wan  and  weary  gued, 

A  foftening  balm  for  many  a  wound  to  crave; 

And  woo’d  the  funlhine  to  his  aching  bread. 

Which  now  feems  fmiling  on  his  verdant  grave  l 

He  heard  the  whifpering  winds  that  now  I  hear. 

As,  boding  much,  along  thefe  hills  he  pad ; 

Y et  ah  !  how  mournful  did  they  meet  his  ear 
On  that  fad  morn  he  heard  them  for  the  lad  1 

*  “  The  Rev.  Thomas  Ruffel,  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  author  of  lome 
ingenious  poems,  died  at  the  Hot  Wells,  1788,  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  his  age.’’* 

■  .  So 
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So  finks  the  fcene,  like  a  departed  dream. 

Since  late  we  lojourn’d  blythe  in  Wykeham’s  bowrs  f, 

Or  heard  the  merry  bells  by  Ifis*  flream. 

And  thought  oiir  way  was  ftrew’d  with  fairy  flow’rs ! 

Of  thofe  with  whom  we  play’d  upon  the  lawn 
Of  early  life,  in  the  frefh  morning,  play’d, 

Alas  !  how  many,  fmce  that  vernal  dawn. 

Like  thee,  poor  Russel,  in  the  ground  are  laid. 

As  pleas’d  awhile  they  wander’d  hand  in  hand. 

Once  led  by  friendfhip  on  the  fpring-tide  plain. 

How  oft  did  Fancy  wake  her  tranfports  bland. 

And  on  the  lids  the  llarting  tear  detain  ! 

I  yet  furvive,  now  muling  other  fong 

Than  that  which  early  footh’d  my  thoughtlefs  years  3 
Thinking  how  days  and  hours  have  pals’d  along, 

Mark’d  by  much  plealure  fome,  and  fome  by  tears ! 

NETLEY  ABBEY. 

By  W.  Sot  he  by,  Efq> 

I. 

f'COFT  on  the  wave  the  oars  at  diftance  found. 

The  night  breeze  fighing  through  the  leafy  fpray. 

With  gentle  whifper  murmurs  all  around. 

Breathes  on  the  placid  fea,  and  dies  away. 

As  fleeps  the  moon  upon  her  cloudlefs  height,  . 

And  the  fwoln  fpring-tide  heaves  beneath  the  light. 

Slow  lingering  on  the  folitary  fhore 
Along  the  dewy  path  my  fteps  I  bend. 

Lonely  to  yon  forfaken  fane  defcend, 

To  mufe  on  youth’s  wild  dreams  amid  the  ruins  hoar, 

II. 

Within  the  ihelter’d  center  of  the  aifle,  ^ 

Beneath  the  alh  whcfe  growth  romantic  fpreads 
Its  foliage  trembling  o’er  the  funeral  pile. 

And  all  around  a  deeper  darknefs  fheds ; 

While  through  yon  arch,  where  the  thick  ivy  twines, 

Bright  on  the  filver’d  tow’r  the  moon-beam  fhines. 

And  the  grey  cloifter’s  rooflefs  length  illumes,; 

Upon  the  moffy  hone  I  lie  reclin’d. 

And  to  a  vifionary  world  refign’d. 

Call  the  pale  fpe&res  forth  from  the  forgotten  tombs. 

f  «  Winchefter  College.” 

I  .*  *  ■ 
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ill. 

Spirits  !  the  defolated  wreck  that  haunt. 

Who  frequent  by  the  village  maiden  feen. 

When  fudden  fhouts  at  eve  the  wanderer  daunt. 

And  fnapelefs  fhadows  fvveep  along  the  green ; 

And  ye,  in  midnight  horrors  heard  to  yell 
Round  the  deftroyer  of  the  holy  cell, 

With  interdiftions  dread  of  boding  found  ; 

Who,  when  he  prowl’d  the  rifled  wails  among. 

Prone  on  his  brow*  the  mafly  fragment  flung; — 

Come  from  your  viewlefs  caves,  and  tread  this  hallow’d  ground  . 

IV. 

How  oft,  when  homeward  forc’d,  at  day’s  dim  clofe. 

In  youth,  as  bending  back  I  mournful  flood 
Fix’d  on  the  fav’rite  fpot,  where  flrfl  arofe 
The  pointed  ruin  peeping  o’er  the  wood ; 

Methought  I  heard  upon  the  pafling  wind 
Melodious  founds  in  folemn  chorus  join’d, 

Echoing  the  cnaunted  vefper’s  peaceful  note; 

Oft  through  the  veil  of  night’s  descending  cloud. 

Saw  gleaming  far  the  vifionary  croud 

Down  the  deep  vaulted  aifle  in  long  proceflion  float. 

V.  '  ’  •  - 

But  now ;  no  more  the  gleaming  forms  appear. 

Within  their  graves  at  reft  the  fathers  fleep  ; 

And  not  a  found  comes  to  the  wiftful  ear. 

Save  the  low  murmur  of  the  tranquil  deep  : 

Or  from  the  grafs  that  in  luxuriant  pride 
Waves  o’er  yon  eaftern  window’s  fculptur’d  fide. 

The  dew-drops  burfting  on  the  fretted  ftone  : 

While  faintly  from  the  diftant  coppice  heard. 

The  mufic  of  the  melancholy  bird 

Trills  to  the  filent  heav’n  a  fweetly-plaintive  moan, 

VI. 

Farewell,  delightful  dreams,  that  farm’d  my  youths 
Farewell  th’  aerial  note,  the  lhadowy  train  ! 

Now  while  this  flirine  infpires  fublimer  truth. 

While  eloifter’d  echo  breathes  a  folemn  ftrain. 

In  the  deep  ftillnefs  of  the  midnight  hour, 

Wifdom  fhall  curb  wild  fancy’s  magic  pow’r. 

And  as  with  life’s  gay  dawn  th’  illusions  ceafe. 

Though  from  the  heart  fteal  forth  a  figh  profound ; 

Here  Reflgnation  o’er  its  fecret  wound 

Shall  pour  the  lenient  balm  that  foothes  the  foul  to  peace. 

*  This  alludes  to  a  circumftance  recorded  in  Grofe'f  Antiquities,  and  ftill  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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CHARACTER  of  the  INVENTOR  of  WHIST 


From  “Whist,  a  Poem” 


A  Yorkfhire  dame  invok’d  the  midwife’s  care; 

**  And  blek  her  hufband  with  a  fon  and  heir. 

His  infant  frame  appear’d  robuft  enough. 

But  fcarcely  made  of  penetrable  fluff : 

Nor  bitter  fquall,  nor  whimper  deep  and  low. 

Announc’d  his  entrance  on  the  flage  of  woe. 

When  on  his  face  the  facred  fluid  fell. 

No  cry  efcap’d,  his  fad  furprize  to  tell. 

With  rattling  toys  he  flill  refus’d  to  play, 

*  And  from  his  coral  tore  the  bells  away. 

When  loud  or  piercing  founds  aflail’d  his  ear. 

Each  look  betray’d  his  horror  and  his  fear: 

But  chief  he  Teem’d  to  dread  the  flrife  of  tongues; 

For  then  alone  he  flrain’d  his  little  lungs. 

And  with  a  rueful  face  inceffant  roar’d. 

Till  the  florm  ceas’d,  and  filence  was  reflor’d. 

Hard  was  the  talk  and  vvearifome,  to  teach 
His  backward  tongue  the  mimick  art  of  fpeech; 

Nor,  when  at  lak  your  patience  won  the  day. 

Did  he,  like  other  babes,  your  care  repay. 

Ne’er  did  his  prattle  charm  a  parent’s  ear; 

He  fcarcely  utter’d  twenty  words  a  year. 

Oft  would  he  fly  to  fome  fcquefler’d  nook'. 

To  pore  in  quiet  o’er  a  pi&ur’d  book; 

Or  fit  whole  hours  immers’d  in  thought  profound. 

With  eyes  that  fondly  lov’d  the  fenfelefs  ground; 

Till  nature’s  wants,  from  which  no  frame  is  free. 

Rous’d  the  young  Stoic  from  his  reverie. 

To  fchool  for  once  he  went ;  but  threat  nor  pray’r 
Could  force  his  feet  again  to  venture  there ; 

Not  that,  like  fome,  his  talk  had  wrought  him  woe,' 

(His  wit  was  quick,  altho’  his  tongue  was  flow) ; 

Nor  that  he  fear’d  the  maker’s  awful  nod, 

(Th’attentive  fcholar  feldom  dreads  the  rod)  :• 

His  fear  was  only  from  the  boik’rous  noife 
Rais’d  by  fo  many  wild  unruly  boys: 

Their  favage  tumult  tore  his  tender  ear, 

Dikrek  him  more  than  what  his  frame  could  bear ; 

And,  had  his  parents  forc’d  him  kill  to  go. 

Might  foon  have  fent  him  to  the  fhades  below. 

*  ct  i  threw  away  my  rattle  before  I  was  two  months  old ;  and  would  not 
make  ufe  of  my  coral,  till  they  had  taken  away  the  bells  from  it.  Spectator, 
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A  grave  and  fober  tutor  next  was  found. 

To  lead  him  fofdy  through  the  claflic  ground. 

One  charge  there  was  he  never  would  obey— 

A  talk  of  any  length  aloud  to  fay  : 

The  yielding  tutor  took  it  written  down; 

But  then  he  feldom  read  it  with  a  frown. 

His  parents  thus,  of  temper  foft  and  mild. 

In  all  his  freaks  indulg’d  their  wayward  child; 

Not  without  hope  that  gravity  fo  young, 

Such  love  of  filence,  fuch  command  of  tongue. 

When  the  wild  feafon  of  caprice  was  part. 

Would  furely  rile  to  fomething  great  at  laid. 

When  twice  nine  years  had  thus  at  home  been  fpent^. 
The  grave  young  Moody  was  to  Cambridge  fent ; 
Where,  led  by  no  temptation’s  pow’r  aftray. 

He  pafs’d  the  time  in  his  accuftom’d  way ; 

.Seldom  abroad,  or  in  the  common  hall, 

Read  much,  heard  little,  and  fpoke  none  at  all. 

But  now  ftern  fate  his  father  call’d  away. 

And  fent  him  home,  impatient  to  allay 
Maternal  anguifh  for  a  lofs  fo  great. 

And  take  ‘poffefiion  of  his  own  eftate; 

In  which  he  hop’d,  remote  from  noil'e  and  lirife* 

To  pafs  in  peace  profound  his  future  life — 

Peace,  the  dear  idol  of  his  Stoic  mind. 

Which  ev’n  in  Cam’s  retreats  he  could  not  find  ; 

For  there  fome  youths,  who  felt  a  barb’rous  joy 
Their  graver  neighbour’s  comfort  to  deltroy. 

Each  art  employ’d  that  to  their  fancies  rofe. 

His  ears  to  wound,  and  murder  his  repofe.” 


Disgrace  of  trumping  with  an  Ace, 
From  the  Same * 

BUT  olt,  what  words  can  paint  the  dire  difgrace. 
The  fhameful  crime,  of  trumping  with  an  ace. 

Until  it  lofe  its  relative  degree. 

And  chance  the  foie  furviving  trump  to  be  ! 

As  well  might  George,  when  he  in  ftate  appears,. 
Enthron’d  with  fplendor  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 

Were  fg  me  rafh  knave  (o  daring  then  to  he. 

As  make  with,  honourable  pockets  free ; 

As  well  might  he,  whene’er  the  fati  was  known* 
jump  down  indignant  from  his  royal  throne* 

And  feizing  by  the  neck  without  delay, 

Kimfelf  to  Newgate  haul  the  wretch  away  ; 

Nor  would  he  thus  a  flranger  figure  cut. 

Than  ace  of  trumps  to  fuch  an  office  put. 
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jpAV  OURITES  of  Beauty,  o’er  thefe  forrowing  drains 
Drop,  as  you  pafs,  one  fympathedc  tear ; 

F or  all  that  Lelbia  lov’d  this  grave  contains. 

The  pride,  the  envy,  of  his  fex  deeps  here. 

Here  he,  whom  late  the  fportive  fair  cared. 

For  vvhpm  die  differ’d  many  a  foft  alarm. 

Whom  dill  her  fondling  hand  with  rapture  pred. 

As  unredrain’d  he  rov’d  from  charm  to  charm ; 

Here  Lefbia’s  Sparrow  lies !— And  know,  gay  train. 

Howe’er  didinguiih’d  by  the  female  eye. 

That  you,1  as  light,  as  heedleis,  and  as  vain. 

Like  him  may  languifh,  and  like  him  mull  die  ! 

Cold  is  that  head,  which  from  the  tabby  foe 
Secure  in  Lefbia’s  heaving  bofom  lay  ! 

Clos’d  is  that  bill,  which  llily  from  below 
Her  laughing  lip  aflail’d  in  wanton  play  ! 

Favourites  of  Beauty,  o’er  thefe  forrowing  drains 
Drop,  as  you  pafs,  one  fympathetic  tear ; 

For  all  that  Leibia  lov’d  tins  grave  contains. 

The  pride,  the  envy,  of  his  fex  ileeps  here  i 

LINES,  written  in  the  SCHOOLS  at  OXFORD,  on  the  lafi  Day  of 
perfor?ning  Exercise s  for  a  Doctor’s  Degree, 

gINCE  fird  within  thefe  fchools  I  trembling  tried 
Snug  in  my  cap  my  hackneyed  drings  to  hide. 

While  many  a  heavy  load  of  logic  hung 
In  dill-born  accents  on  my  fault’ring  tongue. 

Till  this  big  moment,  which  my  heart  appalls. 

When  now  I  read  grave  Iedlures  to  the  walls ; 

To-morrow  dedin’d  Doflor  to  commence. 

And  bid  farewell  to  comfort,  eafe,  and  lenfe - 
How  many  novel  founds  have  footh’d  my  ear. 

To  parifh,  pupils,  fpoufe,  and  children  dear  1 
What  future  titles  fortune  may  bedovv. 

Anxious  I  widi — and  yet  I  dread — to  know  ! 

Betide  what  may,  on  thefe  proud  walls  my  name. 

Carv’d  all  in  capitals,  fliall  live  to  fame. 

And  if  perchance  fome  fober  youth  perufe. 

When  I  am  cold,  this  relick  of  my  mufe. 

Doom’d  here  whole  hours  to  walk,  and  warm  his  toes. 

And  fometimes  moralize,  and  fometimes  doze, 

M  3 
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Thus  may  he  reafon,  “  Now  a  grave  contains 
All  of  the  reverend  Do&or  that  remains. 
Which,  while  preferment  fmil’d  upon  the  prig, 
Would  fcarcely  hold  his  bulhel  of  a  wig  l” 


0 


SONNET. 

By  Cfi a-RLQtte  Smjth. 


/ 


,  ye  lawns !  by  fond  remembrance  bleft. 


x  As  witneftes  of  gay  unclouded  hours. 

Where  to  maternal  friendftiip’s  bofom  preft 
My  happy  childhood  pafs’d  amid  your  bow’rs. 
y e  wood- walks  wild,  where  leaves  and  fairy  ftow’rs 
By  fpring’s  luxuriant  hand  are  ftrewn  anew ; 

Rocks,  whence  with  fhadowy  grace  rude  nature  lours. 
O’er  glens  and  haunted  ftreams ! — a  long  adieu  ! 

— And  thou  !  oh  !  promis’d  Happinefs  !  whofe  voice 
Deluded  fancy  heard  in  ev’ry  grove. 

Bidding  this  tender  trufting  heart  rejoice 
In  the  bright  profpedt  of  unfading  love. 

Though  loft  to  me — ftill  may  thy  lmile  ferene 
Biefs  the  dear  lord  of  this  regretted  fcene  l 
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Account  of  Books  for  iygr. 


An  Hift  orical  Difquiftion  concerning 
the  Knowledge  which  the  Ancients 
had  of  India ;  and  the  ProgreJ's  of 
’Trade  with  that  Country ,  prior  to 
the  Difcovery  of  the  Paf'age  to  it  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Robertfon,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Ed.  Principal  of  the  Unbuerfity , 
and  Hiftoriographer  /<?  his  Majefly 
for  Scotland. 

THE  writings  of  Dr.  Robert¬ 
fon  poffefs,  in  the  eftimation 
of  the  public,  a  degree  of  literary 
eminence,  which  many  productions 
of  more  fplendour,  but  lefs  folidity, 
have  feldom  been  able  to  attain. 
His  name  has  been  fo  long  and  fo 
defervedly  refpeCted,  his  reputation 
is  fixed  on  fo  permanent  a  founda¬ 
tion,  that  the  cenfure  of  criticifm, 
were  it  inclined  to  be  fevere,  would 
now  prove  as  futile  as  its  panegyric 
might  be  deemed  fuperfluous.  The 
earlier  productions  of  his  pen,  while 
they  were  honoured  with  general 
applaufe,  afforded  ample  ground  for 
praife  to  the  few,  who  withheld  un¬ 
qualified  admiration,  and  but  little 
room  for  captious  remark  to  the 
ffill  fmaller  number  who  were  dif- 
pofed  to  cavil. 

Although  we  feel  ourfelves  hap¬ 
py  in  fubicribing  to  the  propriety 
of  that  deciiion,  which  an  unpre¬ 
judiced  public  has  long  paffed  upon 


the  merits  of  this  celebrated  writer, 
a  decifion  from  which,  when  clear 
and  unequivocal,  no  literary  appeal 
Ihould  ever  lie,  we  cannot  but  con- 
fefs,  that  in  the  perufal  of  the  work 
before  us  we  have  not  always  dif- 
covered  the  fame  beauties  which 
captivated  us  in  his  Hillory  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  his  Charles  the  Fifth. 
To  whatfoever  caufe  it  be  imputed, 
whether  it  arifes  from  a  barrennefs 
in  the  fubjeCt  itfelf,  which  may  per¬ 
haps  be  deficient  in  interefiing,  if 
not  novel  materials,  or  from  that 
difinclination  to  long  and  laborious 
liudy  fo  incidental  to  us  all  in  the 
decline  of  life,  there  certainly  ap¬ 
pear  lefs  extent  of  refearch,  lefs  pa¬ 
tience  of  invelligation,  and  lefs 
profundity  of  reafoning,  in  this  than 
in  Dr.  Robertfon’s  former  produc¬ 
tions. 

We  trull  that  we  lhall  not  be  mif- 
underftood  as  wifhing  to  clafs  the 
Hillorical  Difquifition  among  the 
perilhable  produCiions  of  the  day, 
the  generality  of  which  may  for  a 
time  indeed  attraft  the  attention  of 
the  public  ;  fome  by  the  gaudinefs 
of  their  colouring,  others  by  the 
prettinefs  or  quaintnefs  of  their 
compofition,  but  are  all  alike,  fooner 
or  later,  condemned  to  link  into  total 
infignificance  or  oblivion.  The 
prelent  volume,  in  faCt,  poffeffes 
confiderable  merit;  and  could  we 
M  4  have 
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have  forgotten  that  it  was  written 
by  the  admired  author  of  Charles 
the  Fifth,  we  ftiould  have  been  con¬ 
tented  to  have  fpoken  of  it  in  gene¬ 
ral  terms  of  commendation.  It  is 
always  amufing,  often  inftrudtive. 
It  poffeffes,  with  fome  exceptions 
'indeed,  a  felicity  of  illuftration,  a 
pertinence  of  remark,  and  an  acute- 
nefs  of  obfervation,  which  betray  the 
pen  of  a  mailer.  Although  our  ex- 
peftations  may  be  fometimes  baulk¬ 
ed  by  the  difplay  of  trite  or  fuper- 
jficiai  fentiment,  we  neverthelefs  re¬ 
ceive  much  delight  as  well  as  im¬ 
provement  from  many  judicious  and 
appofite  reflections,  which  do  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  character  of  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon,  as  a  man,  a  lcholar,  and  a 
philofopher.  If  we  now  and  then 
meet  with  a  diffufion  of  lefs  inte- 
refling  detail,  a  redundance  rather 
than  richnefs  of  compofition,  we 
likewife  more  frequently  perceive 
an  elegant  neatnefs  of  narrative, 
which  is  fparing  even  of  chafte  and 
appropriate  ornaments,  is  accurate, 
but  not  injudicioufly  minute,  im- 
reffive  without  the  affettation  of 
eing  perpetually  energetic.  The 
ftyle,  although  it  cannot  boaft  thofe 
fuperior  graces,  which  Dr.  Robert- 
fon  could  have  given  it,  is  at  all 
times  above  mediocrity,  is  feldom 
negligent,  never  flovenly ;  if  it  be 
only  ccCafionally  fplendid,  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  terfe,  perfpicuous,  and  claf- 
fical. 

This  Hiflorical  Difquifitioh  is 
divided  into  four  feciions,  with  the 
addition  of  notes,  and  an  appendix 
of  no  inconfiderable  bulk.  The 
fir  A  feClion  treats  of  the  intercourse 
with  India  until  the  conqueft  of 
Egypt  by  the  Romans :  the  fecond 
from  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  dominion  in  Egypt,  to  the 
conqueft  of  that  kingdom  by  the 


Mahomedans :  the  third  from  the 
laft-mentioned  period  to  the  difcor 
very  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  dominion  in  the  eaft :  and 
the  fourth  contains  fuch  general 
obfervation^,  as  refult  from  a  view 
of  the  whole.  The  notes  are  of 
courfe  illuftrative  of  the  occafional 
paffages  in  the  different  fedtions. 
The  appendix  is  replete  with  obfer- 
vations  on  the  civil  policy — the 
laws  and  judicial  proceedings  —the 
arts,  fciences,  and  religious  inftitu- 
tions  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  firft  fediion,  after  flightly 
noticing  the  connexion  which  fub- 
filled  between  ancient  Egypt  and 
the  Eaft-Indies,  Dr,  Robertfon 
haftens  to  the  memorable  expedi¬ 
tion  of  Alexander  into  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  of  this  expedition  he  gives  the 
following  account : 

“  About  an  hundred  and  fix ty 
years  after  the  reign  of  Darius 
Hyftafpesj  Alexander  the  Great  un¬ 
dertook  Ins  expedition  into  India. 
The  wild  fallies  ofpaflion,  the  inde¬ 
cent  exceffes  of  intemperance,  and 
the  oftentadous  difplays  of  vanity, 
too  frequent  in  the  condudl  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  have  fo  degrad¬ 
ed  his  charadler,  that  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence  of  his  merit,  either  as  a  con¬ 
queror,  a  politician,  or  a  legifiiator, 
has  feldom  been  juftly  eftimated. 
The  fubjedt  of  my  prefect  inquiry 
leads  me  to  ccnfider  his  operations 
only  in  one  light,  but  it  will  enable 
me  to  exhibit  a  linking  view  of  the 
grandeur  and  extent  of  his  plans. 
He  feems,  foon  after  his  firft  fuceefFes 
in  Alia,  to  have  formed  the  idea  of 
eftablifhing  an  nniverfal  monarchy, 
and  afpired  to  the  dominion  of  the 
fea,  as  well  as  of  the  land.  From 
the  wonderful  efforts  of  the  Tyrians 
in  their  own  defence,  when  left  with- 
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/out  any  ally  or  protestor,  he  con¬ 
ceived  an  high  opinion  of  the  re- 
fources  of  maritime  power,  and  of 
the  wealth  to  be  derived  from  com¬ 
merce,  efpecially  that  with  India, 
which  he  found  engroffed  by  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  Tyre.  With  a  view  to 
lecure  this  commerce,  and  to  eila- 
blifh  a  llatioii  for  it,  preferable  in 
many  refpedls  to  that  of  Tyre,  as 
foon  as  he  completed  the  con- 
quel!  of  Egypt,  he  founded  a  city 
near  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Nile, 
which  he  honoured  with  his  own 
name  ;  and  with  fuch  admirable  dif- 
Cernment  was  the  fituation  of  it 
chofen,  that  Alexandria  foon  be¬ 
came  the  greatei]:  trading  pity  in  the 
ancient  world  j  and,  notwithstanding 
many  lucceflive  revolutions  in  em¬ 
pire,  continued,  during  eighteen 
centuries,  to  be  the  chief  feat  of 
commerce  with  India*.  A  midi! 
the  military  operations  to  which 
Alexander  was  loon  obliged  to  turn 
his  attention,  the  deure  of  acquiring 
the  lucrative  commerce  which  the 
Tyrians  had  carried  on  with  India, 
was  not  relinquilhed.  Events  foon 
occurred,  that  not  only  confirmed 
and  added  ftrength  to  his  delire,  but 
opened  to  him  a  profpedlof  obtaining 
the  fovereignty  of  thofe  regions 
\yhich  lupplied  the  rell  of  mankind 
with  fo  many  precious  commodi¬ 
ties. 

“  After  his  final  victory  over  the 
Perfians,  he  was  led  in  puriuit  of  the 
lall  Darius,  and  ofBeflus,  the  mur¬ 
derer  of  that  unfortunate  monarch, 
to  traverfe  that  part  of  Alia  which 
liretches  from  the  Calpian  fea  be¬ 
yond  the  river  Oxus.  He  advanced 
towards  the  ealt  as  far  as  Maracan- 
da  f ,  then  a  city  of  fome  note,  and 
deliined,  in  a  future  period,  under 
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the  modern  name  of  Samarcand,  to 
be  the  capital  of  an  empire  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  his  own  in  extent  or  power. 
In  a  progrefs  of  feveral  months, 
through  provinces  hitherto  unknown 
to  the  Greeks,  in  a  line  of  march 
often  approaching  near  to  India,  and 
among  people  accullomed  to  much 
intercourfe  with  it,  he  learned  many 
things  concerning  the  Hate  of  a 
country  J  that  had  been  long  the 
objed  of  his  thoughts  and  wilhesf, 
which  increafed  his  defire  of  invad¬ 
ing  it.  Decifive  and  prompt  in  all 
his  refolutions,  he  let  out  from  Bac- 
tria,  and  crolled  that  ridge  of  moun¬ 
tains  which,  under  various  denomi¬ 
nations,  forms  the  Stony  Girdle  (if 
I  may  ule  an  expreffion  of  the  Ori¬ 
ental  geographers)  which  encircles 
Alia,  and  conilitutes  the  northern 
barrier  of  India. 

i(  The  moltpra&icable  avenue  to 
every  country ,'it  is  obvious,  muH  be 
formed  by  circumllances  in  its  na¬ 
tural  fituation,  fuch  as  the  defiles 
which  lead  through  mountains,  the 
courfe  of  rivers,  and  the  places  where 
they  may  be  pafied  with  the  greatei! 
eafe  and  fafety.  In  no  place  of  the 
earth  is  this  line  of  approach  marked 
and  defined  more  confpicuoully, 
than  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
India ;  infornuch  that  the  three  great 
invaders  of  this  country,  Alexander, 
Tamerlane,  and  Nadir  Shah,  in 
three  diilant  ages,  and  with  views 
and  talents  extremely  different,  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  fame  route,  with 
hardly  any  deviation.  Alexander 
had  the  merit  of  having  firlt  difco- 
vered  the  way.  After  palling  the 
mountains,  he  encamped  at  Alex¬ 
andria  Paropamifana,  on  the  fame 
fite  with  the  modern  city  Candahar; 
and  having  lubdued  or  conciliated 
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the  nations  featcd  on  the  north-\Veft 
bank  of  the  Indus,  he  crofted  the 
river  at  Taxila,  now  Attock,  the 
only  place  where  its  ftream  is  fo  tran¬ 
quil  that  a  bridge  can  be  thrown 
over  it  *. 

“  After  palling  the  Indus,  Alex¬ 
ander  marched  forward  in  the  road 
which  leads  dire&Iy  to  the  Ganges, 
and  the  opulent  provinces  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  now  comprehended  under 
the  general  name  of  Indollan.  But, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hydafpes,known 
in  modern  times  by  the  name  of  the 
Betah  or  Chelum,  he  was  oppofed 
by  Poms,  a  powerful  monarch  of  the 
country,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army.  The  war  with  Porus,  and 
thehoftilities  in  which  he  was  fuccef- 
ftvely  engaged  with  other  Indian 
princes,  led  him  to  deviate  from 
his  original  route,  and  to  turn  more 
towards  the  fouth-weft.  In  carry¬ 
ing  on  thefe  operations,  Alexander 
marched  through  one  of  the  richeft 
and  bell  peopled  countries  of  India, 
now  called  tiie  Panjab,  from  the  five 
great  rivers  by  which  it  is  watered; 
and  as-vve  know  that  this  march  was 
performed  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when, 
even  Indian  armies  cannot  keep  the 
held,  it  gives  an  high  idea  both  of 
Alexander’s  perfevering  fpirit,  ancj. 
of  the  extraordinary  vigour  and 
hardinefs  of  conftitution  which  fol- 
diers,  in  ancient  times,  derived  from 
the  united  effects  of  gymnaftic  exer- 
cife  and  military  difcipline.  In 
every  ftep  of  his  progrefs,  objects  no 
lefs  Unking  than  new  prefented 
themfelves  to  Alexander.  The 
magnitude  of  the  Indus,  even  after 
he  had  feen  the  Nile,  the  Euphrates, 
and  the  Tigris,  mult  have  filled 
him  with  furprize  f.  No  country  he 
had  hitherto  vifited  was  fo  populous 
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and  well  cultivated,  or  abounded  m 
fo  many  valuable  produdtiQns  of  na¬ 
ture  and  of  art,  as  that  part  of  India 
through  which  he  had  led  his  army. 
But  when  he  was  informed  in  every 
place,  and  probably  with  exagger¬ 
ated  defcription,  how  much  the  In¬ 
dus  was  inferior  to  the  Ganges,  and 
how  far  all  that  he  had  hitherto  be¬ 
held  was  furpafifed  in  the  happy  re¬ 
gions  through  which  that  great  river 
flows,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  his 
eagernefs  to  view  and  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  them  fliould  have  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  aflemble  his  foldiers,  and 
to  propofe  that  they  fliould  refume 
their  march  towards  that  quarter 
where  wealth,  dominion,  and  fame 
awaited  them.  But  they  had  alrea¬ 
dy  done  fo  much,  and  had  fuffered 
fo  greatly,  efpecially  from  inceflant 
rains  and  extenfive  inundations,  that 
their  patience  as  well  as  flrength 
were  exhaufted,  and  with  one  voice 
they  refufed  to  advance  farther. 
In  this  refolution  they  perflfted 
with  fuch  fullen  obftinacy,  that 
Alexander,  though  poflefled  in  the 
higheft  degree  of  every  quality  that 
gains  an  afcendant  over  the  minds  of 
military  men,  was  obliged  to  yield, 
and  to  iflue  orders  for  marching  back 
to  Perfla  J. 

“  The  fcene  of  this  memorable 
tranfadtion  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hyphafls,  the  modern  Beyah,  which 
was  the  utmQft  limit  of  Alexander’s 
progrefs  in  India.  From  this  it  is 
manifeft,  that  he  did  not  traverfe  the 
whole  extent  of  Panjab.  Its  fouth- 
weft  boundary  is  formed  by  a  river 
anciently  known  by  the  name  of 
Hyfudrus,  and  now  by  that  of  the 
Setlege,  to  which  Alexander  never 
approached  nearer  than  the  foutheri* 
bank  of  the  Hyphafls,  where  he  erec*> 
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ted  twelve  ftupendous  altars,  which 
he  intended  as  a  monument  of  his 
exploits,  and  which  (if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  the  biographer  of  Apollonius 
Tyanaeus)  were  ftill  remaining,  with 
legible  infcriptions,  when  that  fan- 
taflic  fophift  vifited  India,  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-three  years  after 
Alexander’s  expedition  #.  The 
breadth  of  the  Panjab,  from  Ludha- 
na  on  the  Setlege  to  Attock  on  the 
Indus,  is  computed  to  be  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-nine  geographical 
miles,  in  a  ftraight  line ;  and  Alex¬ 
ander’s  march,  computed  in  the 
fame  manner,  did  not  extend  above 
two  hundred  miles.  But,  both  as 
he  advanced  and  returned,  his  troops 
were  fo  fpread  over  the  country, 
and  often  afted  in  fo  many  feparate 
divifions,  and  all  his  movements 
were  fo  exaftly  meafured  and  deli¬ 
neated  by  men  of  fcience,  whom  he 
kept  in  pay  for  the  purpofe,  that  he 
acquired  a  very  extenfive  and  ac¬ 
curate  knowledge  of  that  part  of 
India  f . 

“  When,  uponhis  return,  he  reach¬ 
ed  the  banks  of  the  Hydafpes,  he 
found  that  the  officers  to  whom  he 
had  given  it  in  charge  to  build  and 
«colle£t  as  many  veflels  as  poffible, 
had  executed  his  orders  with  fuch 
activity  and  fuccefs  that  they  had  af- 
fembled  a  numerous  fleet.  As 
amidft  the  hurry  of  war,  and  the 
page  of  conqueft,  he  never  loft  fight 
of  his  pacific  and  commercial 
fchemes,  the  deftination  of  this  fleet 
was  to  fail  down  the  Indus  to  the 
ocean,  and  from  its  mouth  to  proceed 
to  the  Perfian  Gulf,  that  a  commu¬ 
nication  by  fea  might  be  opened 
with  India  and  the  centre  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 
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“  The  conduct  of  this  expedition 
was  committed  to  Nearchus,  an  of¬ 
ficer  equal  to  that  important  truft. 
But  as  Alexander  was  ambitious  to 
acquire  fame  of  every  kind,  and  fond 
of  engaging  in  new  and  fplendid 
undertakings,  he  himfelf  accompa¬ 
nied  Nearchus  in  his  navigation 
down  the  river.  The  armament 
was,  indeed,  fo  great  and  magnifi¬ 
cent,  as  deferved  to  be  commanded 
by  the  conqueror  of  Afia.  It  was 
compofed  of  an  army  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  two 
hundred  elephants,  and  of  a  fleet  of 
near  two  thoufand  veflels,  various  in 
burden  and  form ;  on  board  of  which 
one-third  of  the  troops  embarked, 
while  the  remainder  marching  in  two 
divifions,  one  on  the  right,  and  the 
other  on  the  left,  of  the  river,  accom¬ 
panied  them  in  their  progrefs.  As 
they  advanced,  the  nations  on  each 
fide  were  either  complied  or  perfuad- 
ed  to  fubmit.  Retarded  by  the  va¬ 
rious  operations  in  which  this  en¬ 
gaged  him,  as  well  as  by  the  flow 
navigation  of  fuch  a  fleet  as  he  con¬ 
duced,  Alexander  was  above  nine 
months  before  he  reached  the 
ocean  J. 

«  Alexander’s  progrefs  in  India, 
in  this  line  of  dire&ion,  was  far  more 
confiderable  than  that  which  he  made 
by  the  route  we  formerly  traced; 
and  when  we  attend  to  the  various 
movements  of  his  troops,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cities  which  they  took,  and  the 
different  dates  which  they  fubdued, 
he  may  be  faid  not  only  to  have 
viewed,  but  to  have  explored,  the 
countries  through  which  he  pafled. 
This  part  of  India  has  been  fo  little 
frequented  by  Europeans  in  later 
times,  that  neither  the  pofition  of 


*  Philoftr.  Vita  Apollon,  lib.  ii.  c.  43.  edit.  Olear.  Lipf.  I7°9* 
f  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  vi.  c.  17.  I  Strabo,  lib,  xv.  p.  10 
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places,  nor  their  diftances,  can  be 
afcertained  with  the  fame  accuracy 
as  in  the  interior  provinces,  or  even 
in  the  Panjab.  But  from  the  re- 
fearches  of  Major  Rennell,  carried 
on  with  nolefs  difcernment  than  in- 
duftry,  the  diftance  of  that  place  on 
the  Hydafpes,  where  Alexander  fit¬ 
ted  out  his  fleet, from  the  ocean,  can¬ 
not  be  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Britifh 
miles.  Of  this  extenfive  region  a 
confiderable  portion,  particularly  the 
upper  Delta,  flretching  from  the 
capital  of  the  antient  Malli,  now 
Moultan,  to  Patala,  the  modern 
Tatta,  is  diftinguifhed  for  its  fertility 
and  population 

“  Soon  after  he  reached  the 
ocean,  Alexander,  fatisfied  with  hav¬ 
ing  accomplifhed  this  arduous  un¬ 
dertaking,  led  his  army  by  land 
back  to  Perfia.  The  command  of 
the  fleet,  with  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops  on  board  of  it,  he  left  to 
Nearchus,  who,  after  a  coafling 
voyage  of  feven  months,  conduced 
it  fafely  up  the  Perfian  Gulph 
into  the  Euphrates  f . 

“  In  this  manner  did  Alexander 
firft  open  the  knowledge  of  India  to 
the  people  of  Europe;  and  an  exten¬ 
five  diftrid  of  it  Was  furveyed  with 
greater  accuracy  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  the  fliort  time  he 
remained  in  that  country.  Fortu¬ 
nately  an  exadt  account,  not  only  of 
his  military  operations,  but  of  every 
thing  worthy  of  notice  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  were  carried  on, 
was  recorded  in  the  memoirs  or 
journals  of  three  of  his  principal 
officers,  Ptolemy  the  fon  of  Lagus, 
Ariftobulus,  and  Nearchus.  The 
two  former  have  not  indeed  reached 

*  Rennsll  Mem.  68,  See. 
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our  times,  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  molt  important  fads  which  they 
contained,  are  preferved,  as  Arrian 
profeffes  to  have  followed  them  as 
his  guides  in  his  Hifiory  of  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  of  Alexander^;  a  work 
which,  though  compofed  long  after 
Greece  had  loft  its  liberty,  and  in 
an  age  when  genius  and  tafte  were 
on  the  decline,  is  not  unworthy  the 
pureft  times  of  Attic  literature. 

“  With  refped  to  the  general  ftate 
of  India,  we  learn  from  thefe  writers, 
that  in  the  age  of  Alexander,  though 
there  was  not  eftablilhed  in  it  any 
pewerful  empire,  refembling  that 
which  in  modern  times  ftretched  its 
dominion  from  the  Indus  almoft  to 
Cape  Comorin,  it  was  even  then 
formed  into  monarchies  of  confider¬ 
able  extent.  The  king  of  the  Pra- 
fij  was  prepared  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges  to  oppofe  the  Macedonians, 
with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
cavalry,  two  thoufand  armed  cha¬ 
riots,  and  a  great  number  of  ele¬ 
phants  §.  The  territory  of  which 
Alexander  conftituted  Poms  the  fo- 
vereign,  is  faid  to  have  contained 
no  fewer  than  two  thoufand  towns  |j. 
Even  in  the  moft  reftri&ed  fenfe  that 
can  be  given  to  the  vague  indefinite 
appellations  of  nations  and  towns,  an 
idea  is  conveyed  of  a  very  great 
degree  of  population.  As  the  fleet 
failed  down  the  river,  the  country  on 
each  fide  was  found  to  be  in  no  re- 
fpedl  inferior  to  that  of  which  the 
government  was  committed  to 
Porus. 

“  It  was  likewife  from  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  fame  officers  that  Eu¬ 
rope  derived  its  firft  authentic  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  climate,  the 

f  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  vi.  c.  23. 

§  Died.  Sicul.  lib.  xvii.  p.  232. 
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foil,  the  productions,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  India;  and  in  a  country 
where  die  manners,  the  cultoms,  and 
even  the  drel's  of  the  people  are  al~ 
mod  as  permanent  and  invariable  as 
the  face  of  nature  itfeif,  it  is  won¬ 
derful  how  exactly  the  defcriptions 
given  by  Alexander’s  officers  deli¬ 
neate  what  we  now  behold  in  India, 
at  the  didance  of  two  thoufand  years. 
The  dated  change  of  feafons,  now 
known  by  the  name  of Moxfoons;  the 
periodical  rains ;  the  dwelling  of  the 
rivers;  the  inundations  which  thefe 
occalion;  the  appearance  of  the 
country  during  their  continuance ; 
are  particularly  mentioned  and  de- 
fcribed.  No  lefs  accurate  are  the 
defcriptions  which  they  have  given 
of  the  inhabitants,  their  delicate  and 
flender  form,  their  dark  complexion, 
their  black  uncurled  hair,  their  gar¬ 
ments  of  cotton,  their  living  entire¬ 
ly  upon  vegetable  food,  their  divi- 
fion  into  feparate  tribes  or  cajls  the 
members  of  which  never  intermarry, 
the  cudom  of  wives  burning  them- 
felves  with  their  deceafed  hulbands, 
and  many  other  particulars,  in  all 
which  they  perfectly  refemble  the 
modern  Hindoos.” 

An  enquiry  is  made,  in  the  fecond 
feCticn,  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  intercourfe  with  India  was  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  Romans,  into  the 
nature  of  the  intercourfe,  and  into 
the  knowledge  which  that  people 
pofieffed  of  the  ead  in  general.  A 
fuccinCl  account  is  given  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  articles  of  commerce,  which 
formed  the  principal  traffic  ot  the 
Romans. 

In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of 
their  demands  as  complete  as  poffible, 
1  fhall  in  the  fir  ft  place  make' fome  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  three  great  articles 

*  Nat.  Hilt, 
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of  general  importation  from  India. 
I.  Spices  and  aromatics.  2.  Pre¬ 
cious  dones  and  pearls.  3.  Silk* 
And  then  I  fhall  give  fome  account 
(as  far  as  I  can  venture  to  do  it 
from  authentic  information)  of  the 
affortment  of  cargoes,  both  out¬ 
ward  and  homeward  bound,  for  the 
veffels  fitted  out  at  Berenice  for  dif¬ 
ferent  ports  of  India. 

“  I.  Spices  and  aromatics.  From 
the  mode  of  religious  worfhip  in  the 
heathen  world  ;  from  the  incredible 
number  of  their  deities,  and  of  the 
temples  confecrated  to  them ;  the 
consumption  of  frankincenfe  and 
other  aromatics,  which  were  ufed  in 
every  facred  function,  mud  have 
been  very  great.  But  the  vanity 
of  men  occafioned  a  greater  con- 
fumption  of  thefe  fragrant  fubdan- 
ces  than  their  piety.  It  was  the 
cudom  of  the  Romans  to  burn  the 
bodies  of  their  dead,  and  they  deem¬ 
ed  it  a  difplay  of  magnificence,  to 
cover,  not  only  the  body  but  the  fu¬ 
neral  pile  on  which  it  was  laid, 
with  the  moil  codly  fpices.  At  the 
funeral  of  Sylla,  two  hundred  and 
ten  burthens  of  fpices  were  drevved 
upon  the  pile.  Nero  is  reported  to 
have  burnt  a  quantity  of  cinnamon 
and  caffia  at  the  funeral  of  Pappcea, 
greater  than  the  countries  from, 
which  it  was  imported  produced  in 
one  year.  We  confume  in  heaps 
thefe  precious  fubdances  with  the 
carcafes  of  the  dead  (fays  Plinv)  : 
We  offer  them  to  the  Gods  only  in 
grains  *.  It  was  not  from  India,  I 
am  aware,  but  from  Arabia,  that 
aromatics  were  fiid  imported  into 
Europe;  and  fome  of  them,  parti¬ 
cularly  franckincenfe,  were  produc¬ 
tions  of  that  country.  But  the  Ara¬ 
bians  were  accuftomed,  together 

lib.  xii.  c.  1?. 
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with  fpices  of  native  growth,  to  fur- 
nifla  foreign  merchants  with  others 
of  higher  value,  which  they  brought 
from  India,  and  the  regions  beyond 
it.  The  commercial  intercourfe  of 
the  Arabians  with  the  Eaftern  parts 
of  Aha,  was  not  only  early  (as  has 
been  already  obferved)  but  conftder- 
able.  By  means  of  their  trading 
caravans,  they  conveyed  into  their 
own  country  all  the  valuable  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  Eaft,  among  which, 
fpices  held  a  chief  place.  In  every 
ancient  account  of  Indian  commodi¬ 
ties,  fpices  and  aromatics  of  various 
kinds  form  a  principal  article  *. 
Some  authors  aflert  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  purchafed  in  Arabia 
were  not  the  growth  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  but  brought  from  India  f. 
That  this  affertion  was  well-found¬ 
ed,  appears  from  what  has  been  ob¬ 
ferved  in  modern  times.  The 
frankincenfe  of  Arabia,  though 
reckoned  the  peculiar  and  mod  pre¬ 
cious  production  of  the  country,  is 
much  inferior  in  quality  to  that 
imported  into  it  from  the  Eaft  ;  and 
it  is  chiefly  with  the  latter,  that  the 
Arabians  at  prefent  fupply  the  ex- 
tenllve  demands  of  various  provin¬ 
ces  of  Afia  for  this  commodity  J. 
It  is  upon  good  authority,  then,  that 
I  have  mentioned  the  importation  of 
fpices  as  one  of  the  tnoft  confider- 
able  branches  of  ancient  commerce 
with  India. 

“  II.  Precious  ftones,  together 
with  which  pearls  may  be  claffed, 
feem  to  be  the  article  next  in  value 
imported  by  the  Romans  from  the 
Eaft.  As  thefe  have  no  pretenfion 
to  be  of  any  real  ufe,  their  value 
arifes  entirely  from  their  beauty  and 


their  rarity,  and  even  when  eftimafed 
moil  moderately  is  always  high.  But 
among  nations  far  advanced  in  lux¬ 
ury,  when  they  are  deemed  not  only 
ornaments  but  marks  of  diftinClion^ 
the  vain  and  the  opulent  vie  fo  eager  - 
ly  with  one  another  for  the  poflef- 
fion  of  them,  that  they  rife  in  price 
to  an  exorbitant  and  almoft  incredible 
height.  Diamonds,  though  the  art 
of  cutting  them  was  imperfectly 
known  to  the  ancients,  held  an  high 
place  in  eftimation  among  them  as 
well  as  among  us.  The  compara¬ 
tive  value  of  other  precious  ftones 
varied  according  to  the  diverfity  of 
taftes  and  the  caprice  of  fafhion. 
The  immenfe  number  of  them  men¬ 
tioned  by  Pliny,  and  the  laborious 
care  with  which  he  defcribes  and  ar¬ 
ranges  them  §,  will  aftonifh,  I  fhould 
fuppofe,  the  moll  fkilful  lapidary  or 
jeweller  of  modern  times,  andfbews 
the  high  requeft  in  which  they  were 
held  by  the  Romans. 

“  But  among  all  the  articles  of 
luxury,  the  Romans  feem  to  have 
given  the  preference  to  pearls.  Per- 
l'ons  of  every  rank  purchafed  them 
with  eagernefs ;  they  were  worn  on 
every  part  of  drefs ;  and  there  is 
fuch  a  difference,  both  in  lize  and  in 
value,  among  pearls,  that  while  fuch 
as  were  large  and  of  fuperior  luftre 
adorned  the  wealthy  and  the  great* 
fmaller  ones,  and  of  inferior  quality, 
gratified  the  vanity  of  perfons  in 
more  humble  ftations  of  life.  J ul  ius 
Caefar  prefented  Servilia,  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  Brutus,  with  a  pearl,  for 
which  he  paid  forty-eight  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  fifty-  feven  pounds. 
The  famous  pearl  ear-rings  ©f  Cleo¬ 
patra  were  in  value  one  hundred  and 


*  Peripl.  Mar.  Eryth.p.  22.  28.  Strah.  lib.  ii.  p.  15 6.  A.  lib.  xv.  p.  1018.  A. 
f  Strab#  lib,  xvii.p.  1129.  C.  J  Niebuhr.  Defcript.  de  l’Arabie,  tom,  i,  p- 
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nxty-one  tlioufand  four  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  pounds  *.  Precious 
ftones,  it  is  true,  as  well  as  pearls, 
were  found  not  only  in  India,  but 
in  many  diifeivnt  countries,  and  all 
were  ranfacked  in  order  to  gratify 
the  pride  of  Rome.  India,  how¬ 
ever,  furnifhed  the  chief  part,  and 
its  productions  were  allowed  to  be 
molt  abundant,  diverfified,  and  va¬ 
luable. 

III.  Another  production  of  In¬ 
dia  in  great  demand  at  Rome,  was 
filk ;  and  when  we  recolleCt  the  va¬ 
riety  of  elegant  fabrics  into  which  it 
may  be  formed,  and  how  much  thefe 
have  added  to  the  fplendourof  drefs 
and  furniture,  we  cannot  wonder  at 
its  being  held  in  fuch  eltimation  by 
a  luxurious  people.  The  price  it 
bore  was  exorbitant ;  but  it  was 
deemed  a  drefs  too  expenlive  and 
too  delicate  for  men  f ,  and  was  ap¬ 
propriated  wholly  to  women  of  emi¬ 
nent  rank  and  opulence.  This, 
however,  did  not  render  the  demand 
for  it  lefs  eager,  efpecially  after  the 
example  of  the  diflblute  Elagabalus 
introduced  the  ufe  of  it  among  the 
other  fex,  and  accuftomed  men  to 
the  difgrace  (as  the  feverity  of  an- 
tient  ideas  accounted  it)  of  wearing 
this  effeminate  garb.  Two  circum- 
Itances  concerning  the  traffick  of 
filk  among  the  Romans  merit  obfer* 
fervation.  Contrary  to  what  ufual- 
ly  takes  place  in  the  operations  of 
trade,  the  more  general  ufe  of  that 
commodity  feems  not  to  have  in- 
creafed  the  quantity  imported,  in 
fuch  proportion  as  to  anfwer  the 
growing  demand  for  it,  and  the 
price  of  filk  was  not  reduced  during 
the  courfe  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  from  the  time  of  its  being  firit 
known  in  Rome.  In  the  reign  of 

*  Plin,  Nat,  Hift.  lib.  ix,  c,  35, 
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Aurelian,  it  dill  continued  to  be 
valued  at  its  weight  in  gold.  This, 
it  is  probable,  was  owing  to  the 
mode  in  which  that  commodity  was 
procured  by  the  merchants  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  They  had  no  direCb  inter- 
courfe  with  China,  the  only  country 
in  which  the  filk.- worm  was  then 
reared,  and  its  labour  rendered  an 
article  of  commerce.  AH  the  iilk 
which  they  purchafed  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  ports  of  India  which  they  fre¬ 
quented,  was  brought  thither  in  ftiips 
of  the  country;  and  either  from 
fome  defeat  of  Ikill  in  managing  the 
filk-  worm,  the  produce  of  its  inge¬ 
nious  induftry  among  the  Chinefe 
was  fcanty,  or  the  Intermediate  dea¬ 
lers  found  greater  advantage  in  fur- 
nifliing  the  market  of  Alexandria 
with  a  fmall  quantity  at  an  high 
price,  than  to  lower  its  value  by 
increafing  the  quantity.  The  other 
circumftance  which  I  had  in  view, 
is  more  extraordinary,  and  affords  a 
flunking  proof  of  the  imperfeCI  com¬ 
munication  of  the  ancients  with  re¬ 
mote  nations,  and  of  the  flender 
knowledge  which  they  had  of  their 
natural  produ&ions  or  arts.  Much 
as  the  manufactures  of  filk  were  ad¬ 
mired,  and  often  as  filk  is  mentioned 
by  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors, 
they  had  not,  for  feveral  centuries, 
after  the  ufe  of  it  became  common, 
any  certain  knowledge  either  of  the 
countries  to  which  they  were  indebt¬ 
ed  for  this  favourite  article  of  ele¬ 
gance,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
v/as  produced.  By  fome,  filk  was 
fuppofed  to  be  a  fine  down  adhering 
to  the  leaves  of  certain  trees  or 
flowers ;  others  imagined  it  to  be  a 
delicate  fpecies  of  wool  or  cotton  mr 
and  even  thofe  who  had  learned  that 
it  was  the  work  of  an  infed,  ihew, 

f  Tacit,  Annal.  lib.  ii.  c.  33. 
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by  their  descriptions,  that  they  had  entirely  with  that  of  Baroach,  ori 
no  diflindt  idea  of  the  manner  in  the  great  river  Nerbuddah,  down 
which  it  was  formed.  It  was  in  the  Aream  of  which,  or  by  land- 
confequence  of  an  event  that  hap-  carriage,  from  the  great  city  of 
pened  in  the  fixth  century  of  the  Tagara  acrofs  high  mountains, 
Chriftian  aera,  of  which  I  fhall  here-  all  the  produ&ions  of  the  interior 
after  take  notice,  that  the  real  na-  country  were  conveyed  to  it.  The 
ture  of  filk  became  known  in  Eu-  articles  of  importation  and  expor- 
rope.  tation  in  this  great  mart  were  ex- 

“  The  other  Commodities  ufually  tenfive  and  various.  Befides  thefe 
imported  from  India,  will  be  men-  already  mentioned,  our  author  enu- 
tioned  in  the  account,  which  I  now  merates  among  the  former,  Italian, 
proceed  to  give,  of  the  cargoes  fent  Greek,  and  Arabian  wines,  brafis, 
out  and  brought  home  in  the  fhlps  tin,  lead,  girdles  or  falhes  of  curious 
employed  in  that  trade.  For  this  texture,  melilot,  white  glafs,  red  ar- 
we  are  indebted  to  the  circumnavi-  fenic,  black  lead,  gold  and  Fiver 
gation  of  the  Erythraean  fea,  afcrib-  coin.  Among  the  exports  he  men- 
ed  to  Arrian,  a  curious  though  fhort  tions  the  onyx,  and  other  gems, 
treadle,  lefs  known  than  it  deferves  ivory,  myrrh,  various  fabrics  ofcot- 
to  be,  and  which  enters  into  fome  ton,  both  plain  and  ornamented  with 
details  concerning  commerce,  to  flowers,  and  long  pepper  *.  At 
which  there  is  nothing  flmilar  in  any  Mufiris,  v  ie  next  emporium  of  note 
ancient  writer.  The  firft  place  in  on  that  coaft,  the  articles  imported 
India,  in  which  the  fhips  from  were  much  the  fame  as  at  Baryga- 
Egypt,  while  they  followed  the  an-  za ;  but  as  it  lay  nearer  to  the  eafl- 
cient  courfe  of  navigation,  were  ac-  era  parts  of  India,  and  feems  to  have 
cuflomed  to  trade,  was  Patala  in  the  had  much  communication  with 
river  Indus.  They  imported  into  them,  the  commodities  exported 
it  woollen  cloth  of  a  flight  fabric,  from  it  were  more  numerous  and 
linen  in  chequer-work,  fome  pre-  more  valuable.  He  fpecifies  par- 
cious  Aones,  and  fome  aromatics  un-  ticularly  pearls  in  great  abundance 
known  in  India,  coral,  ftorax,  glafs  and  of  extraordinary  beauty,  a  va- 
vefiels  of  different  kinds,  fome  riety  of  filk  fluffs,  rich  perfumes, 
wrought  filver,  money,  and  wine,  tortoife-fhell,  different  kinds  of 
In  return  for  thefe,  they  received  tranfparent  gems,  efpecially  dia- 
fpices  of  various  kinds,  fapphires,and  monds,  and  pepper  in  large  quan- 
other  gems,  filk  fluffs,  filk  thread,  tities,  and  of  the  beft  quality  f. 
cotton  cloths,  and  black  pepper.  “  The  juftnefs  of  the  account 
But'a  far  more  confidgrable  empori-  given  by  this  author  of  the  articles 
urn  on  the  fame  coaft  was  Barygaza,  imported  from  India,  is  confirmed 
and  on  that  account  the  author,  by  a  Roman  law,  in  which  the  In- 
whom  I  follow  here,  defcribes  its  dian  commodities  fubjedt  to  the  pay- 
fituation,  and  the  mode  of  approach-  ment  of  duties  are  enumerated  J. 
ing  it,  with  great  minutenefs  and  By  comparing  thefe  two  accounts, 
accuracy.  Its  fltuation  correfponds  we  may  form  an  idea,  tolerably  ex- 

•  •  •  ‘  V  \  A 

*  Peripl.  Mar.  Erythr.  p.  28.  f  Ibid.  31,  32. 

X  Digeft,  lib.  xxxix.  tit.  iv.  §  i6„  Depublieania  et  veftigalibus. 
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a&,  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
trade  with  India  in  ancient  times. 

As  the  ftate  offocietyand  man¬ 
ners  among  the  natives  of  India,  in 
the  earlieft  period  in  which  they  are 
known,  nearly  refembled  what  we 
obferve  among  their  defcendants  in 
the  prefent  age ;  their  wants  and 
demands  were,  of  courfe,  much  the 
fame.  The  ingenuity  of  their  ownar- 
tifts  were  fo  able  to  fupply  thcfe,  that 
they  iiood  little  in  need  of  foreign 
manufactures  or  prod  udions,  except 
feme  of  the  ufeful- metals,  which 
their  own  country  did  not  furniih  in 
fufficient  quantity;  and  then,  as 
now,  it  was  moflly  with  gold  and 
fllver  that  the  luxuries  of  the  Eaft 
were  purchafed.  In  two  parti¬ 
culars,  however,  our  importations 
from  India  differ  greatly  from  thofe 
of  the  ancients.  The  drefs,  both  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  was  almoft 
entirely  woollen,  which,  by  their 
frequent  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  was 
rendered  abundantly  comfortable. 
Their  confumption  of  linen  and  cot¬ 
ton  cloths  was  much  inferior  to  that 
of  modern  times,  when  thefe  are 
worn  by  perfons  in  every  rank  of 
life.  Accordingly,  a  great  branch 
of  modern  importation  from  that 
part  of  India  with  which  the  ancients 
were  acquainted,  is  in  piece-goods ; 
comprehending,  under  that  mer¬ 
cantile  term,  the  immenfe  variety  of 
fabricks,  which  Indian  ingenuity  has 
formed  of  cotton.  But,  as  far  as  1 
have  obferved,  we  have  no  authority 
that  will  jultify  us  in  Rating  the  an¬ 
cient  importation  of  thefe  to  be  in 
any  degree  conliderable. 

In  modern  times,  though  it 
continues  flill  to  be  chiefly  a  com¬ 
merce  of  luxury  that  is  carried  on 
with  India,  yet,  together  with  the  ar- 
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tides  that  minifter  to  it,  we  import, 
to  a  conliderable  extent,  various 
commodities,  which  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  the  materials  of 
our  domeflic  manufadures.  Such 
are  the  cotton-wool  of  Indoftan, 
the  fllk  of  China,  and  the  falt-petre 
of  Bengal.  But  in  the  accounts  of 
ancient  importations  from  India, 
raw  fllk  and  fllk-thrcad  excepted,  I 
And  nothing  mentioned  that  could 
ferve  as  the  materials  of  any  home- 
manufadure.  The  navigation  of 
the  ancients  never  having  extended 
to  China,  the  quantity  of  unwrought 
fllk  with  which  they  were  fupplied, 
by  means  of  the  Indian  traders,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  fo  fcanty,  that 
the  manufadure  of  it  could  not  make 
an  addition  of  any  moment  to  their 
domeflic  induftry.” 

At  the  concluflon  of  this  fedion 
the  introdudion  of  the  fllk-worm 
into  Europe  is  thus  alluded  to: 

“  The  frequency  of  open  hofti- 
lities  between  the  emperors  of  Con- 
flantinople  and  the  monarchs  of 
Perfla,  together  with  the  increafing 
rivalfhip  of  their  fubjedsin  the  trade 
with  India,  gave  rife  to  an  event 
which  produced  a  conflderable 
change  in  the  nature  of  that  com¬ 
merce.  As  the  ufe  of  fllk,  both  in 
drefs  and  furniture,  became  gra¬ 
dually  more  general  in  the  court  of 
the  Greek  emperors,  who  imitated 
and  furpafled  the  fovereigns  of  Afia 
in  fpleniour  and  magnificence  ;  and 
as  China,  in  which,  according  to  the 
concurring  teftirnony  of  Oriental 
writers,  the  culture  of  fllk  was  ori¬ 
ginally  known  *,  flill  continued  to 
be  the  only  country  which  produced 
that  valuable  commodity;  the  Per- 
fians,  improving  the  advantages 
which  their  fltuauon  gave  them  over 

artic.  Harirt 
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the  merchants  from  the  Arabian 
Gulf,  fupplanted  them  in  all  the 
marts  of  India  to  which  filk  was 
brought  by  fea  from  the  Eaft. 
Haying  it  like  wife  in  their  power  to 
moleft  or  to  cut  oh*  the  caravans, 
which,  in  order  to  procure  a  fupply 
for  the  Greek  empire,  travelled  by- 
land  to  China,  through  the  northern 
provinces  of  their  kingdom,  they  en¬ 
tirely  eng  roiled  that  branch  of  com¬ 
merce.  Conftantinople  was  obliged 
to  depend  on  a  rival  power  for  an 
article  which  luxury  viewed  and 
defired  as  eftential  to-  elegance. 
The  Perfians,  with  the  ufual  rapa¬ 
city  of  mono-poll  ft. s,  railed  the  price 
of  filk  to  fuch  an  exorbitant  height  *, 
that  Juftinian,  eager  not  Only  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  full  and  certain  fupply  of  a 
commodity  which  was  become  of 
indifpenfable  ufe,  but  folicitous  to 
deliver  the  commerce  of  his  fubjects 
from  the  exactions  of  his  enemies, 
endeavoured,  by  means  of  his  ally, 
the  Chrillian  monarch  of  Abyfiinia, 
to  wreft  fome  portion  of  the  filk  trade 
from  the  Perfians-  In  this  attempt 
he  failed  ;  but  when  he  leaft  expect¬ 
ed  it,  he,  by  an  unforefeen  event, 
attained,  in  dome  meafure,  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  he  had  in  view.  Two 
Petfian  monks  having  been  employ¬ 
ed  as  miflionaries  in  fome  of  the 
•Chrillian  churches,  which  were  efta- 
blilhed  (as  we  are  informed  by  Cof- 
mas)  in  different  parts  of  India,  had 
penetrated  into  the-  country  of  the 
Seres,  or  Ctiina.  There  they  ob- 
ferved  the  labours  of  the  filk- worm, 
and  became  acquainted  with  all  the 
arts  of  man  in  working  up  its  pro¬ 
ductions  into  fuch  a  variety  of  ele¬ 
gant  fabrics.  The  profpefl  of  gain, 
or  perhaps  an  indignant  zeal,  qx- 
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cited  by  feeing  this  lucrative  branch 
of  commerce  engroffed  by  unbeliev¬ 
ing  nations,  prompted  them  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Conftantinople.-  There  they 
explained  to  the  emperor  the  origin 
of  filk,  as  well  as  the  various  modes 
of  preparing  and  manufacturing  it, 
myfteries  hitherto  unknown,  or  very 
imperfectly  underllood  in  Europe; 
and  encouraged  by  his  liberal  pro- 
mi  fes,  they  undertook  to  bring  to 
the  capital  a  fufficient  number  of 
thofe  wonderful  infects,  to  whofe 
labours  man  is  fo  much  indebted. 
This  they  accomplilhed  by  convey¬ 
ing  the  eggs  of  the  filk-worm  in  a 
hollow  cane.  They  were  hatched 
by  the  heat  of  a  dunghill,  fed  with 
the  leaves  of  a  wild  mulberry-tree, 
and  they  multiplied  and  worked  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  thofe  climates 
where  they,  firlt  became  objects  of 
human  attention  and  care  f.  Vail 
numbers  of  thefe  infects  were  foon 
reared  in  different  parts  of  Greece, 
particularly  in  the  Peloponnefus. 
Sicily  afterwards  undertook  to  breed 
filk-worms  with  equal  fuccefs,  and 
was  imitated,  from  time  to  time,  in 
feveral  towns  of  Italy.  In  all  thefe 
places  extenfive  manufactures  were 
eitablilbed,  and  carried  on,  with  filk 
of  domellic  production.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  filk  from  the  Eaft  dimi- 
nilhed  of  courfe,  the  fubjects  of  the 
Greek  emperors  were  no  longer 
obliged  to- have  recourfe  to  the  Per¬ 
fians  for  a  fupply  of  it,  and  a  conii- 
derable  change  took  place,  in  the 
nature  of  the  commercial  intercourfe 

■v 

between  Europe  and  India.” 

The  third  fection  commences 
with  a  brief  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Mahomedans  fupplied 
Europe  with  thg  luxuries  of  India;- 


#  Procop.  Rift,'.  Areal.  c.  25. 
f  Procop.  de  £riio  Gothic,  lib.  iv.  c.  17, 

f 


and 


ACCOUNT 

&hd  then  proceeds  to  give  an  inte- 
refting  view  of  the  commercial  rife 
of  the  Italian  Hates;  until  the  difco- 
very  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
threw  almoft  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Eaft  into  the  hands, of  the  Portu- 
guefe.  We  lhall  quote  Dr.  Robert- 
ion’s  relation  Of  the  laft-mentioned 
event. 

“  When  the  Portaguefe,  to  whom 
mankind  are  indebted  for  Opening 
this  communication  between  the 
molt  remote  parts  of  the  habita¬ 
ble  globe,  undertook  their  hrft  voy¬ 
age  of  difcovery,  it  is  probable 
that  they  had  nothing  farther 
in  view  than  to  explore  thofe  parts 
of  the  coaft  of  Africa  which  lay 
neared  to  their  own  country.  But 
a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  when  roufed 
and  put  in  motion,  is  always  prO- 
greffive  ;  and  that  of  the  Portugiiefe, 
though  flow  and  timid  in  its  fitft 
operations*  gradually  acquired  vi¬ 
gour,  and  prompted  them  to  advance 
along  the  weftern  Ihore  of  the  Af¬ 
rican  continent,  far  beyond  the  ut- 
moft  boundary  of  ancient  navigation 
in  that  direction.  Encouraged  by 
fuccefs,  it  became  more  adventu¬ 
rous,  defpifed  dangers  which  for¬ 
merly  appalled  it,  and  lurmounted 
difficulties  which  it  once  deemed 
infuperable.  When  the  Portuguefe 
found  in  th£  torrid  zone,  which,  the 
ancients  had  pronounted  to  be  un¬ 
inhabitable,  fertile  Countries,  occu¬ 
pied  by  numerous  nations ;  and 
perceived  that  the  continent  of 
Africa,  inftead  of  extending  in 
breadth  towards  the  Welf  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Ptolemy,  appeared 
to  contrari:  itfelf,  and  to  bend  Eaft- 
wards,  more  extenlive  profperis 
opened  to  their  view,  and  infpired 
them  with  hopes  of  reaching  India, 
ir$r  continuing  to  hold  the  fame 


OF  BOOK  S'.'  t]4 

courfe  which  they  had  fo  long  put* 
fued.  .  ■  ,#• 

“i  After  feveral  tmfuccefsful  at¬ 
tempts  to  accomplifb  what  they  had 
in  view,  a  fmall  fquadron  failed  from 
the  Tagus,  under  the  command  of 
Vafco  de  Gama,  an  officer  of  rank, 
whofe  abilities  and  courage  ..fitted 
him  to  conduct  the  mo  ft  difficult  and 
arduous  enterprises.  From  unac- 
duaintance,  however,  with  the  pro¬ 
per  feafon  and  route  of  navigation 
in  that  vaft  ocean  through  which  he 
had  to  fteer  his  courfe,  his  voyage 
was  long  and  dangerous. . .  At  length 
he  doubled  that  promontory,  which, 
far  feveral  years,  had  been  the  object 
of  terror  and  of  hope  to  his  country¬ 
men.  F rom  that,  after  a  profperous 
navigation  along  the.  fouth-eaft  of 
Africa,  he  arrived  at  the ‘city  of 
Melinda,  and  had  the  fatisfarihon  of 
dil'coveririg  there,  as  well  as  at  other 
places  where  he  touched,  people  of 
a  race  very  different  from  the  rude 
inhabitants  of  the  Weftern  ftiore  ,of 
that  continent,  which  alone  the'  Por¬ 
tuguefe  had  hitherto  vifited.  Thefe 
he„  found  to  be  To  far  advanced  in 
civilization,  and  acquaintance  with 
the  various  arts  of  life,  that  they 
carried  on  an  ariive  commerce,  not 
only  with  the  nations  on  their  owrt 
coaft,  but  with  ,  remote  countries  of 
Alia.  Conducted  by  their  pilots, 
who  held  a  courfe  (with  which  ex¬ 
perience  had  rendered  them  well 
acquainted)  he  Tailed  acrqfs  the 
Indian  ocean,  and  landed  at  Calecut, 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  on .  the- 
twenty-fecond  of  May,  one  thoufatid 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  tea 
months  and  two  days  after  fttis 
departure  from  the  port  of  Lifbqri. 

“  The  Samorin,  or  Monarch  .of 
the  country,  aftonilhed  at  this  uitdx- 
pefted  viftt  of  an  unknown  people, 
N  £  whdf* 
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tvhofe  afpeft,  and  arms,  and  manners, 
bore  no  refemblance  to  any  of  the 
nations  accuftomed  to  frequent  his 
harbours,  and  who  arrived  in  his 
dominions  by  a  route  hitherto  deem¬ 
ed  impracticable,  received  them,  at 
firft,  with  that  fond  admiration  which 
is  often  excited  by  novelty.  But 
in  a  fliort  time,  as  if  he  had  been 
infpired  with  fore  fight  of  all  the 
calamities  now  approaching  India 
by  this  fatal  communication  opened 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  he 
formed  various  fchemes  to  cut  off 
Gama  and  his  followers.  But  from 
every  danger  to  which  he  was  ex- 
pofed,  either  by  the  open  attacks  or 
fecret  machination  of  the  Indians, 
the  Portuguefe  admiral  extricated 
himfelf  with  fingular  prudence  and 
intrepidity,  and  at  laft  failed  from 
Calecut  with  his  fhips  loaded,  not 
only  with  the  commodities  peculiar 
to  that  coafi,  but  with  many  of  the 
rich  productions  of  the  Pattern  parts 
of  India. 

“  On  his  return  to  Lilhon,  he  was 
received  with  the  admiration  and 
gratitude  due  to  a  man,  who,  by  his 
fjperior  abilities  and  refolution,  had 
conduced  to  fuch  an  happy  iffue  ail 
undertaking  of  the  great,  ft  impor¬ 
tance,  which  had  long  occupied  the 
thoughts  of  his  fovereign,  and  ex¬ 
cited  the  hopes  of  his  fellow-fub- 
jeCts  *.  Nor  did  this  event  interett 
the  Portuguefe  alone.  No  nation 
in  Europe  beheld  it  with  unconcern. 
For  although  the  difeovery  of  a  new 
world,  whether  we  view  it  as  a  dif- 
play  of  genius  in  the  perfon  who 
firft  conceived  an  idea  of  that  un¬ 
dertaking  which  led  mankind  to  the 
knowledge  of  it,  whether  we  con¬ 
template  its  influence  upon  feience 

*  Afia  de  Joao  de  Barros,  dec.  i,  lib, 
trad,  en  Francois,  liv.  i.  c.  2—28. 
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by  giving  a  more  complete  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  globe  which  we  inha¬ 
bit,  or  whether  we  conflder  its  ef¬ 
fects  upon  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  of  mankind,  be  an  event  far 
more  fplendid  than  the  voyage  of 
Gama,  yet  the  latter  feems  original¬ 
ly  to  have  excited  more  general  at¬ 
tention.  The  former,  indeed,  fill¬ 
ed  the  minds  of  men  vfrith  aftonifh- 
ment;  it  was  fome  time,  however, 
before  they  attained  luch-a  fufticient 
knowledge  of  that  portion  of  the 
earth  now  laid  open  to  their  view, 
as  to  form  any  juft  idea,  or  even 
probable  conjecture,  with  refpeCt  to 
what  might  be  the  confequences  of 
communication  with  it.  But  the 
immenfe  value  of  the  Indian  trade, 
which  both  in  ancient  and  in  mo¬ 
dern  times  had  enriched  every  nation 
by  which  it  was  carried  on,  was  a 
fubjeCt  familiar  to  the  thoughts  of 
all  intelligent  men,  and  they  at 
once  perceived  that  the  difeovery 
of  this  new  route  of  navigation  to  the 
Eaft,  mutt  occalion  great  revolu¬ 
tions,  not  only  in  the  c-ourfe  of 
commerce,  but  in  the  political  ftate 
of  Europe.’* 

As  the  author  conceived,  that  at 
the  conclufion  of  his  third  fection, 
when  he  had  brought  down  his  ac¬ 
count  to  the  difeovery  of  a  new 
route  of  navigation  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  he  was  arrived  at  that 
point,  whence  a  line  might  be 
drawn,  which  would  mark  the  chief 
diftinCtion  between  the  manners  and 
political  inftitutions  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  the  fourth  fettion 
confifts  of  fome  general  obferva- 
tions  which  he  thought  naturally 
arofe  from  a  furvey  of  both,  and  a 
comparifon  of  one  with  the  other, 

iv.  c.  11,  Caftagneda,  Ilift.  de  l’lnde 
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We  fnall  conclude  cur  account  of 
this  work  with  the  following  quota¬ 
tion  ,  which  contains  remarks  on  the 
peculiarity  of  the  times,  during  the 
period  in  which  the  Portuguefe  en- 
grofled  a  monopoly  of  the  Indian 
trade. 

“  Lucrative  as  the  trade  with 
India  was,  and  had  long  been  deem¬ 
ed,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  were  fuffered  to  remain  in  the 
undifturbed  and  exclufive  pofTelTion 
of  it,  during  the  courfe  of  almoii  a 
century.  In  the  ancient  world, 
though  Alexandria,  from  the  pecu- 
culiar  felicity  of  its  fituation,  could 
carry  on  an  intercourfe  with  the  Eaft 
by  fea,  and  circulate  its  productions 
through  Europe  with  fuch  advan¬ 
tage,  as  gave  it  a  decided  fuperio- 
rity  over  every  rival;  yet  various 
attempts  (which  I  have  defcribed 
in  their  proper  places)  were  made, 
from  time  to  time,  to  obtain  lome 
fhare  in  a  commerce  fo  apparently 
beneficial.  From  the  growing  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  commercial  fpirit  in  the 
fixteenth  century,  as  well  as  from 
the  example  of  the  eager  folicitude 
with  which  the  Venetians  and  Ge- 
noefe  exerted  themfelves  alternately 
to  ftiut  out  each  other  from  any 
ihare  in  the  Indian  trade,  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  fome  com¬ 
petitor  would  have  arifen  to  call  in 
quellion  the  claim  of  the  Portuguefe 
to  an  exclulive  right  of  traffic  with 
the  Eaft,  and  to  wreft  from  them 
fome  portion  of  it.  There  were, 
however,  at  that  time,  fome  peculiar 
circumftances  in  the  political  date 
of  all  thole  nations  in  Europe,  whofe 
intrufion,  as  rivals,  the  Portuguefe 
had  any  reafon  to  dread,  which 
fecured  to  them  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  their  monopoly  of  Indian  com¬ 
merce  during  fuch  a  long  period. 
From  the  accefiion  of  Qharles  V.  to 
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the  throne,  Spain  was  either  fo  much 
occupied  in  a  multiplicity  of  opera¬ 
tions  in  which  it  was  engaged  by 
the  ambition  of  that  monarch,  and 
of  his  fon  Philip  II.  or  fo  intent  on 
profecuting  its  Qwn  difcoveries  and 
conquefts  in  the NewWorld,  that, al¬ 
though,  by  the  fuccefsful  enterprize 
of  Magellan,  its  fleets  were  unex¬ 
pectedly  conducted  by  a  new  courfe 
to  that  remote  region  of  Afla  which 
was  the  feat  of  the  molt  gainful  and 
alluring  branch  of  trade  carried  on 
by  the  Portuguefe,  it  could  make  no 
considerable  effort  to  avail  itfelf  of 
the  commercial  advantages  which, 
it  might  have  derived  from  that 
event.  By  the  acquifition  of  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty, 
the  kings  of  Spain,  inftead  of  the 
rivals,  became  the  proteCIors  of  the 
Portuguefe  trade,  and  the  guardians 
of  all  its  extenflve  rights.  Through¬ 
out  the  fixteenth  century,  the 
flrength  and  refources  of  France 
were  fo  much  waited  by  the  fruit- 
lefs  expeditions  of  their  monarchs 
into  Italy,  by  their  unequal  contefl: 
with  the  power  and  policy  of 
Charles  V.  and  by  the  calamities  of 
the  civil  wars  which  defolated  the 
kingdom  upwards  of  forty  years, 
that  it  could  neither  beflow  much 
attention  upon  objeCts  of  commerce, 
nor  engage  in  any  fcheme  of  diflant 
enterprize.  The  Venetians,  how 
fenfibly  foever  they  might  feel  the 
mortifying  reverfe  of  being  exclud¬ 
ed,  almoft  entirely,  from  the  Indian 
trade,  of  which  their  capital  had 
been  formerly  the  chief  feat,  were 
fo  debilitated  and  humbled  by  the 
league  of  Cambray,  that  they  were, 
no  longer  capable  of  engaging  in 
any  undertaking  of  magnitude. 
England,  weakened  (as  I  formerly 
obfervedj  by  the  long  contefl;  be-. 
jq  3  twtea 
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tween  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
cafter,  and  juft  beginning  to  reco¬ 
ver  its  proper  vigour,  was  reftrained 
from  adtive  exertion,  during  one 
•part  of  the  fixteenth  century,  by  the 
cautious  maxims  of  Henry  VII.  and 
'Wafted  its  ftrength,  during  another 
part  of  it,  by  engaging  inconfider- 
ately  in  the  wars  between  the  prin¬ 
ces  on  the  continent.  The  nation, 
though  deftined  to  acquire  territories 
xn  India  more  extenfive  and  valuable 
than  were  ever  poffefTed  by  any 
European  power,  hid  no  fuch  pre¬ 
sentiment  of  its  future  '  eminence 
there,  as  to  take  an  early  part  in  the 
commerce  or  tranfa&ions  of  that 
country,  and  a  great  part  of  the  cen¬ 
tury  elapfed  before  it  began  to  turn 
its  attention  towards  the  Eaft. 

While  the  moll:  considerable 
nations  in  Europe  found  it  neceffary, 
from  the  circumftances  which  I  have 
mentioned,  to  remain  inactive  fpec- 
tators  of  what  palled  in  the  Eaft,  the 
Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  recently  formed  into  a 
finkll  ftate,  ftill ’ftruggling  for  poli¬ 
tical  exiftence,  and  yet  in  the  infancy 
©fits  power,  ventured  to  appear  in 
the  Indian  ocean  as  the  rivals  of  the 
Portuguefep  and,  defpiiing  their 
pretenfions  to  an  excluhve '  right  of 
commerce  with  the  extenfive  coun¬ 
tries'  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  invaded  that  monopoly 
which  they  had  hitherto  guarded 
with  fuch  jealous  attention.  The 
Englifti  foon  followed  the  example 
<bf  the  Dutch,  and  both  nations,  at 
hrft  by  the' enterprising  induftry  of 
private  adventurers,  and  afterwards 
by-  the  more  powerful  efforts  of 
trading  companies,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  public  authority,  advanced 
with  aftonifhing  ardour  and  fuccefs 
:>n  this  new  career  opened  to  them. 
The  vaft  fabric  of  power  which  the 


Portuguefe  had  ere&ed  in  the  Eaft 
(a  fuperftru&ure  much  too  large  for 
tlie  bafts  on  which  it  had  to  reft)  was 
aimoft  entirely  overturned,  in  as 
fhort  time,  and  with  a§  much  faci¬ 
lity,  as  it  had  been  raifed.  *  England 
and  Holland,  by  driving  them  from 
their  moft  valuable  fettlementsf and 
feizing  the  moft  lucrative  branches 
of  their  trade,  have  attained  to  that 
pre-eminence  in  naval' power  and 
commercial  opulence,  by  which  they 
are  diftinguifhed  among  the  nations 
of  Europe.” 


The  Statifical  Account  of  Scotland* 
drawn  up  f  rom  the  Communication^ 
tf  the  Minifters  of  the  different 
Parijhes :  By  Sir  John  Sinclair** 
Bart.  Vols.  L  and  II. 

■  i  „  >  ■  , .  :  -  <  .  s 

EVERY  attempt  to  elucidate 
the  natural'  and  political  hif- 
tory  of  any  country,  upon  a  plan 
fo  rational  as  that  of  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us,  cannot  fail  of  obtaining 
the  cordial  approbation  of  all  who 
wifh  well  to  the  improvement  of 
mankind.  'We  are  in  general  too 
apt  to  cOndem  or  extol  nations,  as 
well' as  individuals,  without  fufficient 
difcrimination though  perhaps  there 
are  but  few  of  either  defcription  en¬ 
titled  to  unqualified  cenfure  or  un¬ 
qualified  praife ;  few  in  whom  we 
may  not  find’  much  to  commend* 
as  well  as  much  to  ftigrriatize. 

The  people  of  Scotland  are  con- 
fefledly  not  fo  far  advanced  in  all 
the  artsxvhich  tend  to  promote  the 
Comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  as  their 
wealthier  neighbours  of  England, 
but  are  certainly  much  more  in  a 
frate  of  civilization  than  fome  par¬ 
tial  writers,  biafted  by  the  littlenefs 
of  national  prejudice,  wifh  us  to 
conceive.  We  mull  not,  however, 
«■  - ;  '  imagine*, 
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imagine,  that  the  patriotic  compi¬ 
ler  of  the  prefent  publication  under¬ 
took  his  laborious  talk  from  the  Se¬ 
cret  influence  of  any  local  attach¬ 
ments  ;  from  a  hope  of  railing  his 
native  country  to  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  rank  among  furrounding  na¬ 
tions,  by  a  literary  monument  to  her 
merits,  as  fplendid  as  it  is  likely  to 
prove  bulky;  fromawifh  to  convince 
the  world  that  Scotland  is  in  an  ac¬ 
tual  flate  of  progreflive  improve¬ 
ment,  and  that  if  Ihe  has  not  hither¬ 
to  rivalled  her  filter  kingdom  in 

O 

every  excellence  which  conflitutes 
the  wealth,  the  refources,  and  the 
pride  of  modern  nations,  the  de¬ 
ficiency  ought  to  be  confidered  ra¬ 
ther  as  her  misfortune  than  her  fault. 
The  motives  of  Sir  John  Sinclair 
are  of  a  higher  kind.  He  publishes, 
not  for  the  gratification  of  Scotch¬ 
men,  but  fbjr  the  inflruftion  of  the 
World.  Every  real  philofopher,  who 
wifhes  to  fpeculate  on  fadts,  to  ac¬ 
commodate  his  fyftem,  whether  it  be 
of  a  moral,  commercial,  or  political 
nature,  not  to  any  preconceived 
idea  of  fancied  perfection,  but  to 
the  exifting  flate  of  men  and  things, 
will  readily  pay  him  that  tribute  of 
applaufe  which  he  fo  richly  de- 
fervcs. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Sir  John 
Sinclair  to  draw  up,  from  the  an- 
fwers  to  the  queries  which  he  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  clergy  of  Scotland, 
a  general  view  of  the  natural  hif- 
tory  and  political  flate  of  that 
country,  without  any  particular  re¬ 
ference  to  parochial  districts.  But 
he  found,  as  he  obfearves  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  “  fo  much  merit  and  ability,  and 
fo  many  ufeful  faCts  and  important 
obfervations  in  the  anfwers  which 
were  lent  him,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  depriving  the  clergy  of 
the  credit  they  were  entitled  to 
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from  fuch  laborious  exertions ; 
whence  he  was  induced  to  give  the 
work  to  the  public  in  its  prefent 
Ihape.” — Without  detracting  from 
the  merits  of  the  Scottifh  clergy, 
whofe  compofidons  in  general  do 
credit  to  their  hearts  as  well  as 
hearts,  we  cannot  help  regretting 
that  the  latter  plan  was  purfued. 
As  it  is,  the  prefent  work  mull  be 
confidered  rather  as  a  rich  itore- 
houfe  of  materials  for  fome  future 
hiflory,  than  as  a  hiflory  itfelf.  Had 
a  more  fyflematical  arrangement 
been  adopted,  many  of  the  obferva¬ 
tions  which  are  now  published 
would  in  that  cafe  have  been  fup- 
prefied,  not  becaufe  they  were  in 
themfelves  unimportant,  but  becaufe 
the  fame,  or  at  leaft  fimilar  ones, 
had  been  repeated  before ;  and  much 
of  thatfpecies  of  information  would 
have  been  abridged,  if  at  all  given, 
which  had  been  previously  detailed 
with  fufficient:  accuracy  and  mi- 
nutenefs. 

Among  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  this  laudable  undertak¬ 
ing,  we  Avail  point  out  one,  of  infe¬ 
rior  confideration  indeed,  but  or 
fome  little  moment,  which  the  cur- 
fory  reader  may  not,  the  prejudiced 
one  will  not,  perceive.  It  is  this, 
that  while  a  publication  of  fo  re- 
fpeftablc  a  nature  refle&s  immortal 
honour  on  the  clergy  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  (a  publication  which, 
as  Sir  John  Sinclair  obferves,  by- 
giving  more  authentic  information 
regarding  the  internal  AruChire  of 
political  fociety  than  ever  was 
known  before,  in  all  likelihood  will 
very  materially  contribute  to  ^the 
general  happinefs  of  the  fpecies) 
ft  may  tend  to  convince  fuper&cial 
fpeculators  in  politics  that  there 
may  be  fome  utility  in  ecclefiaftical 
eftablifliments, 

N  4  '  The 
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The  following  analyftsof  the  fta- 
tiftical  account  of  a  parochial  dis¬ 
trict,  was  propofed  as  a  guide  to  the 
clergy  in  drawing  up  the  furvey  of 
their  refpedtive  parifhes  - 
The  name,  and  its  origin. 

Situation  and  extent  of  the  parifh. 
Number  of  acres. 

Defcription  of  the  foil  and  fur  face. 
Nature  and  extent  of  the  fea-coaft. 
Lakes,  rivers,  illands,  hills,  rocks, 
caves,  woods,  orchards,  &c. 
Climate  and  difeafes. 

Inftances  of  longevity. 

State  of  property. 

Number  of  proprietors. 

Number  of  redding  proprietors. 
Mode  of  cultivation. 

Implements  of  hufbandry. 

Manures. 

Seed-time  and  harveft. 

Remarkable  inftances  of  good  and 

bad  feafons. 

Quantity  and  value  of  each  fpecies 
of  crop. 

Total  value  of  the  whole  produce  of 
the  diftridt. 

Total  real  and  valued  rent. 

Price  of  grain  and  provisions. 

Total  quantity  of  grain  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles  confumea  in  the  parifh. 
Wages  and  price  of  labour. 
Services,  whether  exa&cd  or  abo- 
lifhed. 

Commerce. 

Manufactures.  „  • 

Manufacture  of  kelp,  its  amount, 
and  the  number  pf  people  em¬ 
ployed  in  it. 

Fifheries. 

Towns  and  villages. 

Police. 

Inns  and  ale-hpufes. 

Roads  and  bridge^. 

Harbours. 

Ferries,  and  their  ftate. 

Number  of  fhips  and  veffejs. 
Number  of  feamen. 

State  of  the  church. 

\ 

z 


Stipend,  manfe,  glebe,  and  patron, 
Number  of  poor. 

Parochial  funds,  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  them. 

State  of  the  fphools,  and  number  of 
fcholars. 

Antient  ftate  of  population. 

Caufes  of  its  increafe  or  decreafe. 
Number  of  families. 

Exadt  amount  of  the  number  of  fouls 
now  living, 

Divifion  of  the  inhabitants. 

1.  By  the  place  of  their  birth. 

2.  By  their  ages. 

3.  By  their  religious  perfuafions, 

4.  By  their  occupations  and  fuu- 
ation  in  life. 

5.  By  their  reftdence,  whether  in 
town,  village,  or  in  the  cornu 
try. 

Number  of  houfes. 

. — :  uninhabited  houfes. 

— - —  dove-cots,  and  to  what 

extent  they  are  deftrudtive  to  the 
crops. 

• - .  horfes*  their  nature* 

and  value. 

•? - — — - —  cattle,  and  ditto. 

- fheep,  and  ditto, 

- — —  fwine,  and  ditto. 

Minerals  in  general. 

Mineral  fprings, 

Coal  and  fuel. 

Eminent  men. 

Antiquities. 

Parochial  records. 

Mifceflaneous  obferv  at  ions. 
Character  of  the  people. 

Their  manners,  cuftoms,  ftature,  &c. 
Advantages  and  difadvantages. 
Means  by  which  their  Ikuation 
could  be  meliorated. 

Jn  the  account  of  the  parifh  of 
Jedburgh,  in  Roxburghfhire,  the  ef- 
fedts  of  the  Union  on  the  borders  are 
thus  detailed : 

“  The  Union  of  the  parliaments 
of  England  and  Scotland,  has  in 
feme  refpedts  produced  an  eftedh 

very 


ACCOUNT 

very  different  from  what  might  have 
been  expected  from  it.  Inftead  of 
promoting  the  increafe,  it  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  diminution,  of  the 
people  upon  the  borders.  Befides, 
£he  influence  of  various  natural  pro- 
penfities,  which  induced  men  to 
dock  to  the  fcene  where  aftive  ta¬ 
lents  were  conftantly  employed,  ho¬ 
nour  acquired,  and  the  ftrongeft  na¬ 
tional  antipathies  gratified,  there 
were  obvious  confiderations  of  in- 
tereft,  which  rendered  the  fituation 
of  the  borders  more  eligible,  after 
violence  and  hoftility  were  repreffed, 
by  the  union  of  the  two  crowns, 
and  the  confequent  interpofition  of 
the  legislature  of  both  kingdoms. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  borders, 
while  the  taxes  and  the  commercial 
regulations  of  the  two  kingdoms 
were  different,  enjoyed  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  carrying  on  a  very  advanta¬ 
geous  contraband  trade,  without 
danger  to  their  perfons  or  fortunes. 
Into  England  they  imported  fait, 
/kins,  and  malt,  which,  till  the  Union, 
paid  no  duties  in  Scotland ;  and 
from  England  they  carried  back 
wool,  which  was  exported  from  the 
F rith  of  Forth  to  F ranee,  with  great 
profit.  The  veffiges  of  forty  malt- 
barns  and  kilns  are  now  to  be  feen 
jn  the  town  of  Jedburgh,  while  at 
prefent  there  are  only  three  in  ac¬ 
tual  occupation ;  and  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  fkinners  and  glovers,  for¬ 
merly  the  moil  wealthy  in  that 
town,  have,  fince  the  Union,  greatly 
diminifh^d,  both  in  regard  to  opu¬ 
lence  and  number.  The  proprietors 
of  eflates  upon  the  borders  were 
well  aware  of  the  detriment  which 
their  property  would  fuller  by  the 
incorporating  Union,  and  in  general 
ffrcnuoufly  oppoled  it ;  and  the  com- 


OF  BOOKS.  iS| 

miffioners  for  carrying  on  that  trea¬ 
ty,  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  lofs  they 
would  fuftain,  that  they  agreed  to 
appropriate  part  of  the  equivalent 
money,  as  it  was  called,  to  their  in¬ 
demnification  and  benefit  *.  ^ 

((  The  Union  has  alfo  been  the 
caufe  of  the  depopulation  of  the  bor¬ 
der  country,  by  enlarging  the  fphere, 
and  facilitating  the  means  of  emi¬ 
gration.  While  the  two  countries 
were  in  a  hoflile  ffate,  there  was 
neither  inducement  nor  opportu¬ 
nity  to  move  from  the  one  to  the 
other.  The  inhabitants  often  made 
inroads  upon  one  another;  but. 
when  the  incuriion  was  over,  they- 
returned  to  their  own  homes.  Their 
antipathy  and  refentments  were  a 
rampart  which  excluded  all  focial 
intercourfe,  and  mixture  of  inhabi¬ 
tants.  In  this  fituation,  mifconduCt 
and  infamy  at  home  were  the  only 
motives  to  emigration,  and  while 
this  was  the  cafe,  the  exchange  of 
inhabitants  would  be  nearly  at  a  par : 
But  after  the  Union  of  the  two  king¬ 
doms,  and  the  decline  or  extinction 
of  national  antipathies,  the  balance 
arifmg  from  the  interchange  of  in-, 
habitants  would  run  much  in  favour 
of  the  more  wealthy  country.  Ar¬ 
tificers  and  labourers  would  natu¬ 
rally  refort  where  wages  were 
higher,  and  all  the  accommodations 
of  life  were  more  plentiful,  efpe- 
cially  if  this  could  be  effected  with¬ 
out  the  unpieafmg  idea  of  relin- 
quilhing  home.  To  pafs  from  the 
borders  of  Scotland  into  Northum¬ 
berland,  was  rather  like  going  into 
another  parifh  than  into  another 
kingdom.” 

The  miniffer  who  deferibes  the 
parifh  of  Linton,  in  the  county  of 
Tweeddale,  gives  a  remarkable  ac- 


*  Ses  Pcfoe’s  Hiftory  of  the  Union,  minute  47,  obfervation  47. 
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ccant  cf  a  barrel:  me::,  not  unme- 
ce-unt  in  the  hi'hlirii. 

Tne  high  lards  0;'  Tweed 22! e 
p-r. 4  Lmziklhirc  are  2I!  luiwect  to 
harveii  frofos,  wnich  orcen  damage 
the  croc.  Them  Irons  ere  gene¬ 
rally  dreaded  about  the  letter  end 
of  Angus!  un_  daring  me  month  or 
September.  Rainy  weather  about 
tad  tine  generally  terminate;  in 
Lids  kind  cf  nod, which,  in  the  year 
I- 84,  dcHiryed  the  whole  barley 
c  op  in  the  month  of  Auguir.  1  ne 
sfonen  h:i  is  always  me  lais  in 
!  ~t ring  by  this  kind  cf  froit;  me 
k  :,t  is  in  greeted  danger.  In  a 

(  Ti  evening  after  rain  mis  :rc:t  :s 

a  -  -  r 
•wu  v  -  a  pore  n  net  ;  w  a  e  n  it  leu 

in,  a  le  v  iv hire  Tick  creeping  v  1- 

enr  i;  ebforved  to  amfe,  1::::  wn- 

f  :,  fr  n  the  running  warms  and 

lo.v  ivinir  ncsibs.  a»ch  arainsilr 

inrerns  to  a  certain  n  •  ce.  d  to 

a  certain  hewkw  cn  hr  e  mi  ;  in 

tine  neig ..  h  irhor  3.  Th  e  le  Ac  it 

rends  are  ebserved  to  att r,,d  earn 

ctoer ;  a-i.  v.  .erever  they  red, 

they*  deftr.y  veyer  .rion  wren  ir  a 

ccmain  ante,  cr  where  them  hale  fid 

I  vdnence  is  r  ircoonteractei  by  nar- 

ticolar  Ci'Cirm  -mess,  Trse  nai  for 

a  £eid  ccmigwu;  to  tne  rnnri  g 

water  cr  mod  is  c hen  ce  dr:  yen, 

**'f.iie  me  mere  rename  haw,  or.  me 

Arne  level,  cr  part  equally  near,  ant 

more  elevatec.  remains  mfe.  in 

part  of  a  dele  of  potatoes  in  the  line 

of  toe  at: ranion  of  two  nibs,  me 

kerns  became  bines  and  fch  like 

scan,  whiie  me  neighbouring  driii 

remaine a  green  arm  igarsns.  f  .  fe 

trod  ujifis  mar  ifef:  their  n axioms 

ciaiir.  dm  cn  m  no  tame  stems,  fe- 

cendcrop  of  ciortr,  and  p e me.  It 

require s  a  grease. -  degree  &;  mmen- 

f::y  in  me  mod  to  hart  other  cron-  : 

It  fcarcely  anesm  turnip*?.  Tne 

ferns  of  the  psmtcei  and  clever 


gmvr  black  and  fort,  and  raid  down; 
me  leaves,  and  the  rods  of  the 
are  1  petted.  wuh  white  fpeu.  The 
p-matoe  is  fappoled  to  grow  no 
core,  though  the  roots  are  fade  7 
tne  pease,  in  proportion  to  their 
greenness,  are  left,  wrinkled,  2nd 
v  atery.  become  cf  the  colour  cf  a 
pickled  olive,  and  acquire  a  difa- 
g  re  table  iweetiih  take:  When 
tiremed  the  from- bitten  are  dif- 


tjegeimed  from  the  found  by  throw¬ 
ing  them  into  water;  the  found  mik> 
me  ethers  fwim.  A  held  of  oats, 
wnen  •  eft-bitten,  acquires  in  a  few 
cays  a  biaeish  call;  and  barley,  if 
early  frosted,  a;  in  1784*  remains 
erect  ir.  the  head,  which  acquires  3 
reddidl  brown  c nl oar,  or,  if  later, 
a  deadrdi  ufodenefs.  The  kernels, 
v  ns-  unbaked  immeditt  iv  after 
tne  mm:,  are  wrinkled,  fori,  and 
wi ter  ,  and.  after  2  while,  grow 
mm,-  e  ec  and  cry.  The  tenei  of 
mod.,  d  cau,  even  if  threshed  in 
wring.  v  hen  examined  between  the 


eye  and  the  light,  appears  cloudy, 
and  not  of  that  uniform  t ran  (pa¬ 
re  ccy  niuh  found  grain  pofedi-s. 


4£  I.i  the  rooming  after 
the  vegetal  lea  me  ftinened 
efrefm  are  net  ebfervnb.e 
i_n-rite.  If  wind  arilss 


the  fro  t 
;  but  its 
till  after 
through 


me  r.igm:  to  present  me  milt  trom 
fettling,  cr  if  the  next  day  is  cloudy, 
'  ~d  efoecinliy  if  it  rains  before  fun- 
rife.  or  if  the  deli  be  fo  funded  bv 

a 

hills  from  the  riling  fun  that  the 
crop  may  be  gently  thawed  by  the 
irmreaforg  heat  of  the  atm  ofp  here 
i  afore  me  fun’s  raws  shine  direftlv 
cn  it,  no  danger  is  to  be  appre¬ 
hended.  in  conformity  to  mis  ex¬ 
perience,  a  fsnafl  held  cf  potatoes 
has  been  me  ow  n  to  be  laved  by 
iprickiiag  them  v  l  h  v/eli  water  be¬ 
fore  fun-,  blag.  But  mis  can  never 
oe  executed  cn  2  large  fcaie.  At¬ 


tempts 


i 
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tempts  hive  alio  been  made,  thoceh 
without  fucceis,  to  lave  oats  and 
barley,  by  dragging  fame  thing  over 
them,  before  inn-rife,  to  make  off 
the  hoar  fro:t,  or  r\  ny  or  craurcucb, 
as  it  is  called,  wnich  is  depofited 
wherever  the  mid  fettles.  This  fro:t 
affects  the  vegetation  of  com  only 
2 £  a  certain  period  of  its  progress. 
Peafeare  frcited  however  green  in 
the  grain,  and  the  greener  tne  more 
readily;  they  are  not  killed  by  it 
when  hard  ripe;  bat  to  this  date 
they  feldom  arrive  at  Linton.  Bar- 
icy  and  oats  are  no:  hart  bv  this 
fro  ft  when  hard  ripe,  and  it  for  the 
hook  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
are  not  hart  by  it  even  though  they 
are  thot,  and  the  ear  beginning  to 
hi!,  as  long  as  the  i  dices  are  watery, 
and  have  not  yet  come  to  the  con- 
ililency  of  thick  i  fa  milk.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  cafe  with  oats.  In  the 
year  1784,  the  froll  was  on  the  i“th 
and  i8thAuguiL  The  uppermod 
grains  of  the  oats,  which  always  ill 
fooned,  had  thick  milk  in  them,  and 
\yere  frcited  roar  or  five  grains  cow  n 
the  head.  The  grains  below  there 
all  ripened  well.  The  barley,  which 
might  be  about  equal! v  forward 
with  the  top  grains  of  die  oats,  was 
totally  ceftroyed.  Probaoly  the 
upper  grains  had  iheltered  the  un¬ 
der  ones  from  the  frod,  tne  crop  be¬ 
ing  very  thick  and  bror.g ;  ar.d  this 
might  have  been  the  res  ion  why  the 
uniermod  grains  ripened  :  Betas  a 
proof,  above  ail  exception,  tb.it  tee 
Jrsftsxs  xct  greatly  hurt  eats 
the  /races  in  the  ear  are  ^ c:-.ry .  there 
were  feveral  contiguous  r.elds  fowa 
with  late  feed  oats,  whole  bell  ri¬ 
pened  grains  were  no  t-rther  ad¬ 
vanced  than  the  undermc.i  grains  in 
the  field  above  mentioned,  and  tney 
all  ripened  verv  we!  *,  :rw.*ig  .  eo  ul  y 

pxpofed  to  the  frcib 
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“  Dr.  Roebuck’s  experiments  on 
cats  in  fSa,  ccrrefpnr.ii  with  this 
obiervatien ;  for,  even  tne  lad  can¬ 
cel  he  cut  hjlsj  nzt  ripe  vAe-  cut : 
of  cotirfe,  it  nyay  be  probably  con¬ 
jectured,  that,  in  the  time  of  the 
rro:t,  none  of  the  cats  in  quefbcn 
had  thick  milk  in  the  ear. 

“  Crops  cut  and  liacked  before 
the  froft  are  fare,  except  peafe,  the 
upper  fur: .ice  of  which  will  frofi  dll 
they  be  thoroughly  ripe.  To  fare 
them,  it  is  usual  to  rum  the  exnofed 
fide  downwards,  to  thaw  gradually 
befcre  fun-rife. 


“  This  frcil  afieots  only  D  r 
grounds,  and  only  hardens  a  very 
thin  crufi  on  the  furface  of  the  earth. 
In  1782,  the  froft  per.etntei  feveral 
inches  into  the  ground,  fo  as  to  de- 
ilroy  tne  roots  of  the  potatoes.** 

A  very  picturefqne  deicriprion  is 
given  of  a  rock  called  Craig-grande, 
or  the  ugh  rvr,  £:  tutted  in  the 
parin',  of  Khtearn,  in  Rots 'hire  : — 
“  The  natural  curiofin-  t'-a; 
cbiefiy  defer.  es  notice,  is  tne  reck 
called  Craig-grande,  cr  the  ngj 
res c.  This  is  2  deep  charm  cr 
abyfis,  formed  by  two  oppefite  preci¬ 
pices,  that  rile  perpeocicularly  to  a 
great  height,  through  which  the 
Aultgrande  runs  for  the  :pac?  of 
two  miles.  It  begins  at  tne  c^. tar.ee 
of  four  miles  from  the  fee,  by  a  bold 
projection  in*o  the  channel  ot  the 
river,  which  it  dbnirifkes  in  bread *j. 
bv  at  leaf;  one  hair*.  The  river  con- 
tiuaes  to  run  with  rapidity  her  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  when  it  is 
confined  by  a  fuiden  pitting  out  of 
the  rock.  Here,  the  fide  view  fren 
the  fumm'.t  is  very  striking.  Tne 
ccurfe  of  the  dream  being  thus  hu¬ 
rried,  it  whirls,  and  foams,  and 
beats  with  violence  again"  the  er¬ 
red  rg  rock,  till,  collecting  fireogth, 
ihects  op  perpendicularly  with 

great 
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great  fury,  and,  forcing'  its  way, 
darts  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  an  arrow 
through  the  winding  pakage  on  the 
other  hde.  After  pafling  this  ob- 
kru£lion,it  becomes  in  many  places 
invifible,  owing  partly  to  the  in¬ 
creasing  depth  ana  narrownefs  of 
the  chafm,  and  partly  to  the  view 
being  intercepted  by  the  numerous 
branches  of  trees  which  grow  on 
each  hde  of  the  precipice.  About  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  farther  down,  the 
country  people  have  thrown  a  flight 
bridge,  compofed  of  trunks  of 
trees  covered  with  turf,  over  the 
rock,  where  the  chafm  is  about  16 
feet  wide.  Here  the  obferver,  if  he 
has  intrepidity  enough  to  venture 
himfelf  on  fuch  a  tottering  fupport, 
and  can  look  down  on  the  gulph  be¬ 
low  without  any  uneafy  fenfations, 
will  be  gratified  with  a  view  equally 
awful  and  aftonifhing.  The  wild- 
nefs  of  the  keep  and  rugged  rocks ; 
the  gloomy  horror  of  the  cliffs  and 
caverns,  “  inacceffible  by  mortal’s 
“  trod,*’  and  where  the.  genial  rays 
of  the  fun  never  vet  penetrated  ;  the 
water-falls  which  are  heard  pouring 
down  in  different  places  of  the  pre¬ 
cipice,  with  founds  various  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  dikance  ;  the  hoarfe 
and  hollow  murmuring  of  the  river, 
which  runs  at  the  depth  of  near  130 
feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth ; 
the  fine  groves  of  pines,  which  ma- 
jeftically  climb  the  fides  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful  eminence,  that  rifes  immedi¬ 
ately  from  the  brink  of  the  chafin  ; 
all  thefe  objedls  cannot  be  contem¬ 
plated,  without  exciting  emotions 
of  wonder  and  admiration  in  the 
mind  of  every  beholder!  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  fingular  and  pic- 
turefque  feene,  will  naturally  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  the  clafikal 
fpeCtator  thofe  beautiful  lines  of 
Virgil,,  in  which  he  deferibes  the 


gulph,  through  which  his  AleCto 
ihoots  herfelf  into  the  infernai  re¬ 
gions  :  *  < 

— - - denfis  hunc  frondibus  atrunj 

Urget  utrimque  latus  nemons,  me- 
dioque  fragofus 

Dat  fonitum  faxis  et  torto  vortice  tor- 
re  ns. 

Hie  fpecus  horrendum,  et  faevi  fpi- 
racula  Ditis 

Monftrantur;  ruptoque  ingens  Ache- 
ronte  vorago 

Peftiferas  aperit  fauces — 

Critics  may  labour  to  convey  the 
force  and  meaning  of  the  author’s 
words ;  and  travellers  may,  by  their 
ingenious  deferiptions,  give  us  a 
kill  more  lively  idea  of  their  beauty 
and  propriety;  but  he  who  would 
fee  a  living  commentary  on  this 
noble  paffage,  muk  vifit  the  rock 
of  Aultgrande.” 

As  the  writer  of  this  elegant 
quotation  feems  to  labour  only  at 
giving  a  faithful  defeription  of  real 
objedls  polieffed  of  peculiar  gran¬ 
deur  and  fublimity,  not  to  difplay 
the  refinement  of  his  take  in  fketch- 
ing  ideal  feenery,  which  exik's  no 
where  but  in  his  own  imagination, 
the  picture  is  the  more  valuable,  as 
it  bears  a  minuter  refemblance  to 
truth  and  nature. 

The  following  calculation  is 
founded  on  incontrovertible  fadls ; 
and  proves,  that  in  fpite  of  emigra¬ 
tion,  Scotland  is  kill  increafmg,  not 
decrealing  in  population. 

“  It  appears,  on  the  whole,  that 
in  50  country  parifhes  in  Scotland, 
taken  indifcriminately,  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
there  is  an  increafe  lince  the  year 
1755,  of  IO>5I7  ^on^s »  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  210  to  a  parifh,  or 
189,000  in  the  900  country  pa- 
riihes  of  North  Britain  :  and,  as  the 
great  towns  (Edinburgh,  Glafgow, 

Paiiley, 
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FaiHey,  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  *&c.) 
have  probably  increafed  to  the 
amount  of  210,000  the  total  in- 
cteafe  in  Scotland,  in  lels  than  40 
years,  will  be  about  400,000,  and 
the  total  population  about  1,700,000 
fouls.” 

A  curious  mode  of  courtlhip,  and 
as  curious  a  mode  of  terminating 
the  nuptial  rejoicings,  prevail  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Galhon,  in  Ayr- 
diire. 

“  When  a  young  man  wifhes  to 
pay  his  addrefi’es  to  his  fweet-heart, 
indead  of  going  to  her  father’s,  and 
profefling  his  pafiion,  he  goes  to  a 
public -houfe;  and,  having  let  the 
land-lady  into  the  fecret  of  his  at¬ 
tachment,  the  objett  of  his  wilhes  is 
immediately  fent  for,  who  never  al- 
mod  refufes  to  come.  She  is  enter¬ 
tained  with  ale  and  whilky,  or  bran¬ 
dy  ;  and  the  marriage  is  concluded 
on.  The  fecond  day  after  the  mar¬ 
riage,  a  creeling ,  as  it  is  called,  takes 
place.  The  young  wedded  pair, 
with  their  friends,  aflemble  in  a 
convenient  fpot.  A  fmall  creel  or 
balket  is  prepared  for  the  occafion, 
into  which  they  put  fome  Hones; 
The  young  men  carry  it  alternate¬ 
ly,  and  allow  themfelves  to  be  caught 
by  the  maidens,  who  have  a  kifs 
when  they  fucceed.  After  a  great 
deal  of  innocent  mirth  and  plea- 
fantry,  the  creel  falls  at  length  to 
the  young  hufband’s  ftiare,  who  is 
obliged  to  carry  it  generally  for  a 
long  time,  none  of  the  women  hav¬ 
ing  companion  upon  him.  At  lad, 
his  fair  mate  kindly  relieves  him 
from  his  burden;  and  her  complai- 
fance,in  this  particular,  is  confidered 
as  a  proof  of  her  fatisfa&ion  with 
the  choice  die  has  made*  The  creel 
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goes  round  again;  more  merriment 
fucceeds,  and  all  the  company  dine 
together,  and  talk  over  the  feats  of 
the  field  *.” 

The  minider  of  the  parifh  of 
Fortingal,  in  Perth fh ire,  draws  a 
dr  iking  comparifon  between  the 
date  of  that  part  of  the  country  in 
1754,  and  its  prefent  lituation. 

“  -In  the.  year  1754,  the  country 
was  almod  impaflable.  There  were 
no  roads,  nor  bridges.  Now,  by  the 
datute-labour,  we  have  got  excellent 
roads,  ^nd  12  bridges.  In  a  few 
years,  we  fhall  have  other  two,  which 
is  all  that  could  be  deiired.  The 
eople  contribute  chearfully  and  li- 
erally  to  build  them,  and  this  pre- 
ferves  many  lives. 

“  At  the  above  period,  the  bulk 
of  the  tenants  in  Rannoch  had  no  fuch 
thing  as  beds.  They  lay  on  the 
ground,  with  a  little  heather,  or 
fern,  under  them.  One  fingle  blan¬ 
ket  was  all  their  bed-cloaths,  except¬ 
ing  their  body-cloaths.  Now  they 
have  Handing- up  beds,  and  abun¬ 
dance  of  blankets.  At  that  time,  the 
houfes  in  Rannoch  were  huts  of, 
what  they  called,  “  Stake  and  Rife.” 
One  could  not  enter  but  on  all 
fours ;  and  after  entering,  it  was 
impodible  to  Hand  upright.  Now 
there  are  comfortable  houfes  built  of 
done.  Then  the  people  were  mi- 
ferably  dirty,  and  foul-fkinned. 
Now  they  are  as  cleanly,  and  are 
clothed  as  well, as  their  circumdances 
will  admit  of.  The  rents  of  the 
parifh,  at  that  period,  were  not 
much  above  1500  1.  and  the  people 
were  darving.  Now  they  pay 
4660  L  per  annum ,  and  upwards, 
and  the  people  have  fulnefs  of 
bread. 


*  Perhaps  the  French  phrafe,  “  Adieu  paniers ,  njendanga  font  faitesf  may 
allude  a  fimilar  cudomv 

“  It 
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“  It  is  hardly  poflible  to  believe, 
on  how  little  the  Highlanders  for¬ 
merly  lived.  They  bled  their  cows 
feveral  times  in  the  year,  boiled  the 
blood,  eat  a  little  of  it  like  bread, 
and  a  moft  lading  meal  it  was .  The 
prefent  incumbent  has  known  a  poor 
man,  who  had  a  fmall  farm  hard  by 
him,  by  this  means,  with  a  boll  of 
meal  for  every  mouth  in  his  family, 
|>afs  the  whole  year. 

“  The  circumftances,  which  have 
occafioned  the  greater  wealth  and 
abundance  of  the  prefent  times,  are, 
the  planting  of  lo  many  potatoes, 
the  advance  in  the  price  of  cattle  and 
Iheep,  the  greater  induftry  of  the 
people,  the  Hop  that  has  been  put  to 
the  depredations  of  thieves,  and  the 
people,  inftead  of  rearing  black  cat¬ 
tle,  having  turned  their  farms  into 
fheep-walks,  which  they  find  much 
more  profitable.  Thel'e  are  likewife 
the  caufes  of  the  great  rife  of  rent. 
In  1754,  the  tenants  planted  perhaps 
one  lippie  or  two  of  potatoes.  Now 
they  plant  a  boll,  two  bolls,  or  more. 
They  keep  the  potatoe  ground  very 
clean.  The  general  increafe  is  12 
bolls  or  more.  Few  fowed  any 
lintfeed  at  that  time.  Perhaps  there 
were  not  two  hogfheads  fown  in  the 
parilh,  Now  there  are  perhaps  24 
hogfheads  fown  yearly,  every  tenant 
and  crofter  having  from  one  to  four 
lippies.  The  increafe  is  about  one 
done  from  the  lippie.  The  wives 
and  maids  fpin  the  flax ;  the  yarn  is 
purchafed  by  dealers,  who  travel 
over  the  country  for  that  puspofe, 
and  by  whom  it  is  lent  to  Perth  o«r 
trlargow.” 

As  a  whimflcal  compound  of  od¬ 
dity,  libertinifm,  and  philanthropy, 
perhaps  nothing  can  exceed  the 
following  letter  from  Sir  Hew  Dai¬ 
ry  mple  to  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas, 


written  to  folicit  a  living  in  thfc 
Orkneys  for  a  Mr.  Difhington  : 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  Having  fpent  a  long  life,  in 
purfuit  of  pleafuie  and  health,  I  am 
now  retired  from  the  world  in  po¬ 
verty,  and  with  the  gout;  fo,  join¬ 
ing  with  Solomon,  that  «  all  is  va¬ 
nity  and  vexation  of  fpirit,”  I  go 
to  church,  and  fay  my  prayers. 

“  I  allure  you,  that  moil  of  us  reli¬ 
gious  people  reap  fome  little  fatis- 
fa&ion,  in  hoping,  that  you  wealthy 
voluptuaries  have  a  fair  chance  of 
being  damn’d  to  all  eternity;  and 
that  Dives  fhall  call  out  for  a  drop 
of  water  to  Lazarus,  one  drop  of 
which  he  feldom  tailed,  when  he 
had  the  twelve  Apoftles,  {twelve 
hogfieads  of  claret )  in  his  cellar. 

“  Now,  Sir,  that  dodlrine  being 
laid  down,  I  wilh  to  give  you,  my 
friend,  a  loop-hole  to  creep  through. 
Going  to  church  laft  Sunday,  as 
ufual,  I  faw  an  unknown  face  in  the 
pulpit,  and  riflng  up  to  prayers,  as 
others  do  upon  like  occafions,  I 
began  to  look  around  the  church,  to 
find  out  if  there  were  any  pretty 
girls  there ;  when  my  attention  was 
attra&ed  by  the  foreign  accent  of  the 
parfon.  I  gave  him  my  attention, 
and  had  my  devotion  awakened,  by 
the  moft  pathetic  prayerl  ever  heard. 
This  made  me  all  attention  to  the 
fermon:  a  finer4  difcourfe  never 
Came  from  the  lips  of  a  man.  I  re¬ 
turned  in  the  afternoon,  and  heard 
the  fame  preacher  exceed  his  morn¬ 
ing  work,  by  the  fineft  chain  of  rea- 
foning,  conveyed  by  the  moft  elo¬ 
quent  exprefiions.  I  immediately 
thought  of  what  Agrippa  faid  to 
Paul,  “  Almoft  thou  perluadeft  me 
to  be  a  Chriftian.”  I  fent  to  alk  the 
man  of  God  to  honour  my  roof,  and 

dans 
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dine  with  me.  I  afked  him  of  his 
country,  and  what  not :  I  even  afked 
him,  if  his  fermons  were  his  own 
compofition-,  which  he  affirmed  they 
were.  I  affiured  him,  I  believed 
it,  for  never  man  had  fpoke  or 
Wrote  fo  well.  “  My  name  is 

Dilhington,”  faid  he.  “  I  am  an 
££  affiftant  to  an  old  minifter  in 
«£  the  Orkneys,  who  enjoys  a  fruit- 
•*  ful  benefice  of  50b  a  year,  out 
“  of  which  I  am  allowed  20 1.  for 
<£  preaching  and  inftru&ing  1200 
££  people,  who  live  in  two  leparate 
<£  iflands;  out  of  which  I  pay  il.  5s. 
*<  to  the  boatman  who  tranfports 
<e  me  from  the  one  to  the  other.  I 
«  fhould  be  happy,  could  [continue 
tl  in  that  terreftrial  paradife  ;  but  we 
«  have  a  great  Lord,  who  has  many 
«£  little  people  foliciting  him,  for 
«  many  little  thingsrthat  he  can  do 
££  and  that  he  cannot  do;  and  if  my 
££  minifter  dies,  his  fucceffion  is  too 
££  great  a  prize,  not  to  raife  up  many 
££  powerful  rivals,  to  baulk  my  hopes 
££  of  preferment.” 

££  I  afked  him,  if  he  pofieffed  any 
other  wealth.  te  Yes,”  fays  he,  I 
«  married  the  prettieft  girl  in  the 
££  iiland ;  fhe  has  blefled  me  with 
££  three  children,  and  as  we  are 
£‘  both  young,  vve  may  expeft 
££  more.  Befides,  I  am  To  beloved 
«  in  the  Bland,  that  I  have  all  my 
«  peats  brought  home  carriage- 
££  free.” 

££  This  is  my  ftory,— now  to  the 
prayer  of  my  petition.  1  never  be¬ 
fore  envied  you  the  pofteffion  of  the 
Orkneys,  which  I  now  do,  only  to 
provide  for  this  eloquent,  innocent 
apoftle.  The  fun  has  refufed  your 
barren  ifles  his  kindly  influence  ; 
do  not  deprive  them  of  fo  pleafant  a 
preacher — let  not  fo  great  a  trea¬ 
sure  be  for  ever  loft  to  that  damn  d 
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inhofpitable  country;  for  I  allure 
you,  were  the  archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  to  hear  him,  or  hear  of  him,  he 
would  not  do  lefs  than  make  him  an 
archdeacon.  The  man  has  but  one 
weaknefs,  that  of  preferring  the  Ork¬ 
neys  to  all  the  earth. 

££  This  way,  and  no  other,  you 
have  a  chance  for  falvation. — Do 
this  man  good,  and  he  will  pray  for 
you.  This  will  be  a  better  purehafe, 
than  your  Iriih  eftate,  or  the  Ork¬ 
neys.  I  think  it  will  help  me  for¬ 
ward  too,  fines  I  am  the  man,  who 
told  you  of  the  man  fo  worthy  and 
deferving;  fo  pious,  fo  eloquent,  and 
whofe  prayers  may  do  fomuch  good. 
Till  I  hear  from  you  on  this  head, 

££  Your’s,  in  all  rrreeknels, 

££  Love,  and  benevolence, 

££  Id.  D  ” 

££  P.  S.  Think  what  an  unfpeakable 
plcafure  it  will  be,  to  look  down 
from  heaven,  and  fee  Rigby,  M  af¬ 
terton,  all  the  Campbells  and  Na¬ 
bobs,  fwimming  in  lire  and  brim- 
ftone,  while  you  are  fixing  with 
Whitefield,  and  his  old  women, 
looking  beautiful,  frifking,  and  Ting¬ 
ing  ;  all  which  you  may  have  by 
fettling  this  man,  after  the  death  of 

O 

theprefent  incumbent. 


Sir  John  Sinclair  concludes  his 
fecond  volume  with  fome  reflec¬ 
tions  of  importance  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,  the  candour  of  which  is  only- 
exceeded  by  their  juftice. 

££  The conftitution  of  the  borough 
of  Newton  upon  Ayr  is  certainly, 
in  theory ,  the  pttreft  and  beft  repub¬ 
lican  fyftem,  any  where  to  be  met. 
with.  Nothing,  at  firft  fight,  can 
yield  more  fatisfaftion,  to  a  mind 
capable  of  feeling  for  the  happinefs 
of  the  fpecies,  than  to  find,  that  a 

comma- 
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community  actually  exids,  whofe 
government  is  founded  on  the  ge¬ 
nerous  principles  of  equality\and  in¬ 
dependence,  In  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  invefligation,  nothing  gave 
me  more  fatisfadion,  than  the  ac¬ 
count  of  this  dill  rid,  as  returned  by 
the  miniller. — -Upon  farther  inquiry, 
from  various  quarters  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  I  learnt,  however,  with 
reo-ret,  that  beautiful  theories  do 
not  always  anfvyer  in  pradicc  ;  and, 
in  particular,  that  no  beneficial  con- 
fequences  could  be  traced  from  this 
cor.ditution;  —  that  the  freemen 
were,  in  no  refped,  fuperior  to  the 
inhabitants  of  other  little  boroughs; 
that,  in  general,  little  attention  was 
paid  to  their  education,  and  that 
ibme  of  them  could  not  read; — that 
no  funds  were  allotted  for  the  main  ¬ 
tenance  of  the  poor  brethren  ; — that 
the  place  was  reckoned  almoli  a  cen¬ 
tury  behind  other  towns  in  point  of 
improvement. —  In  regard  to  their 
property,  that  a  conhderable  trad 
of  ground,  belonging  to  them,  re¬ 
mained  in  common; — and,  that  no 
favourable  prefage  could  be  drawn, 
from  the  manner  m  which  their  fmall 
podeffions  were  cultivated; — for, 
that  in  a  much  inclofed  country, 
their  acres  remained  open,  were 
kept  condantly  in  tillage,  and  con- 
fequently,  in  a  date  greatly  inferior 
to  tire  lands  of  thofe  who  held  a 
larger  extent  of  ground  in  their 
pofi'eilion,  and  whofe  rights  were 
not  liable  to  the  fame  fyftem  of  re- 
ftridions. 

"  Thefe  curfory  obfervations  are 
thrown  out  on  a  fubjed  of  great  po¬ 
litical  importance,  which  will  after¬ 
wards  be  more  fully  inquired  into, 
and,  which  the  datillical  furvey  of 
Scotland  will  probably  be  the  means 
of  afeertaining,  namely,  “  What  is 
“  the  bed  mode  of  holding  the  land- 


‘‘  ed  property  of  a  nation,  and  o f 
“  cultivating  it  to  the  bell  advan- 
“  tage  ?” 


Sacontala,  or  the  Fatal  Ring:  an 
Indian  Drama  ;  by  Calidas.  Tran- 
Jlated  from  the  original  Sanfcrit 
and  Pracrit. 

WE  have  received  too  much 
plealure  from  the  perufal  of 
this  fplcndid  produdion  of  Orien¬ 
tal  genius,  to  pafs  it  by  unnoticed. 
Sir  William  Jones,  the  reputed 
tranflator  of  the  work,  gives  in  the 
preface  the  following  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  fird  became 
acquainted  with  this  dramatic  cu- 
riolity. 

“  I n  one  of  the  letters  which  bear 
the  title  of  edifying,  though 
mod  of  them  fwarm  with  ridiculous 
errors,  and  all  mud  be  confulted 
with  extreme  diffidence,  I  met, 
fome  years  ago,  with  the  following 
pafiage :  “  In  the  north  of  India 

“  there  are  many  books,  called 
Natac,  which,  as  the  Brahmens 
“  aflert,  contain  a  large  portion  of 
“  ancient  hiftory  without  any  mix- 
“  ture  of  fable ;”  and  having  an 
eager  defire  to  know  the  real  date 
of  this  empire  before  the  conqued 
pf  it  by  the  favages  of  the  north,  1 
was  very  folicitous,on  my  arrival  in 
Bengal,  to  procure  accefs  to  thofe 
books,  either  by  the  help  of  trans¬ 
lations,  if  they  had  been  trandated, 
or  by  learning  the  language  in 
which  they  were  originally  com- 
poled,  and  which  I  had  yet  a  dron- 
ger  inducement  to  learn  from  its 
connedion  with  the  adminidration 
of  judice  to  the  Hindus ;  but  when 
I  was  able  to  converfe  with  the 
Brahmens,  they  allured  me  that  the 
Natacs  were  not  hidories,  and 
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abounded  with  fables ;  that  they 
were  extremely  popular  works,  and 
confided  of  conventions  in  profe 
and  verfe,  held  before  ancient  Ra- 
^jas  in  their  publick  aflemblies,  on  an 
infinite  variety  of  fubje&s,  and  in 
various  dialedis  of  India.  This  defi¬ 
nition  gave  me,  no  very  didindt 
idea ;  but  I  concluded  that  they 
were  dialogues  on  moral  or  literary 
topicks;  whild  other  Europeans, 
whom  I  confulted,  had  underdood 
from  the  natives  that  they  were  ciif- 
courfes  on  dancing,  mufick,  or  poe¬ 
try.  At  length  a  very  fenfible  Brah¬ 
men,  named  Rada!  icant,  who  had 
long  been  attentive  to  Englidi  man¬ 
ners,  removed  all  my  doubts,  and 
gave  me  no  lei's  delight  than  furprize, 
by  telling  me  that  our  nation  had 
compolitions  of  the  fame  fort,  which 
were  publickly  reprelented  at  Cal¬ 
cutta  in  the  cold  feafon,  and  bore  the 
name,  as  he  had  been  informed,  of 
plays.  Refolving  at  my  leifure  to 
read  the  bed  of  them*  1  alked  which 
of  their  Natacs  was  mod  univerfally 
edeemed;  and  he  anfwered  without 
hefitation,  Sacontala,  fupporting  his 
opinion,  as  ufual  among  the  Pandits, 
by  a  couplet  to  this  ededl :  “  The 
“  Ring  of  Sacontala,  in  which  the 
“  fourth  ait,  and  four  danzas  of 
“  that  ait,  are  eminently  brilliant* 
<(  difplays  all  the  rich  exuberance 
“  of  Calidafa’s  genius.”  I  foon 
procured  a  correct  copy  of  it ;  and, 
affided  by  my  teacher  Ramalochafi, 
began  with  tranflating  it  verbally 
into  Latin,  which  bears  fo  great  a 
refemblance  to  Sanfcrit,  that  it  is 
more  convenient  than  any  modern 
language  for  a  fcrupulous  inter¬ 
lineary  verfion :  1  then  turned  it 
word  for  word  into  Englidi,  and 
afterwards,  without  adding  or  fup- 
prefling  any  material  fentence,  dil- 
engaged  it  from  the  diffnefs  cf  a 
Vol.  XXXIII. 
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foreign  idiom,  and  prepared  the 
faithful  tranflation  of  the  Indian 
drama,  which  I  now  prefent  to  the 
publick,  as  a  mod  pleafing  and  au- 
thentick  pidture  of  old  Hindu  man¬ 
ners,  and  one  of  the  greated  curio- 
fides  that  the  literature  of  Alia  has 
yet  brought  to  light. 

“  By  vvhomfoever  or  in  whatever 
age  this  fpeci'es  of  entertainment 
was  invented,  it  is  very  certain  that 
it  was  carried  to  groat  perfection 
in  its  kind,  when  Vicramadity.a, 
who  reigned  in  the  jird  century  be¬ 
fore  Chrid,  gave  encouragement  to 
poets,  philologers,  and  mathema¬ 
ticians,  at  a  time  when  the  Britons 
were  as  unlettered  and  unpolilhcd 
as  the  arm)-  of  Hanumat :  nine  men 
of  genius,  commonly  called  the  nine 
gems,  attended  his  court,  and  were 
fplendidly  fupported  by  his  bounty; 
and  Calidas  is  unanimoudy  allowed 
to  have  been  the  brighted  of  them.” 

This  pleafing  publication  cannot 
fail  of  affording  a  delicious  treat  to 
thofe  who  have  the  lead  relifh  for 
Oriental  compofition,  Althoughla- 
bouring  under  the  great  difadvan- 
tages  of  a  profe  translation,  it  re». 
tains  the  fpirit  and  brilliance  of  ge¬ 
nuine  poetry.  The  genius  of  Ca¬ 
lidas  darts  around  fo  bright  a  blaze, 
that  even  the  denfe  medium  of 
profe,  through  which  its  rays  are 
conveyed  to  us,  although  it  may  di- 
minifh,  cannot  dedroy  their  fplen- 
dour. 

As  it  would  be  unreafonable  to 
expert  in  the  Indian  drama  an  at¬ 
tention  to  the  unities  of  the  Grecian 
theatre,  fo  would  it  be  not  much 
lefs  unreafonable  to  bring  the  exu¬ 
berant  graces  of  Afiatic  compofition 
to  the  ted  of  that  chafter  model  of 
writing  which  the  feverity  of  Euro¬ 
pean  tade  approves.'  We  may  mod 
admire  the  appropriate  embellifh- 
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ments  of  the  artificial  pleafure- 
ground ;  yet  can  we  behold,  without 
delight,  the  incongruous  charms,  the 
bold  but  beautiful  irregularities  of 
luxuriant  nature  ? 

The  general  conduct  of  the  piece, 
and  the  mafterly  developement  of  the 
fable,  allowing  for  the  lingular  cuf- 
toms  and  opinions  of  the  people 
among  whom  it  was  written,  con¬ 
vince  us  that  the  Indian  drama  is  of 
higher  antiquity  than  the  period  at 
which  Calidas  is  faid  to  have  flou- 
rilhed.  Accuftomed  to  a  total  dif- 
fimilarity  of  manners,  and  proud  of 
difplaying  a  fovereign  contempt  for 
every  thing  which  bears  the  name 
of  fuperftition,  the  Englifh  reader 
may  feel  indeed,  but  faintly,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  beauties  of  many  interefting 
touches,  which  appeal  moft  forcibly 
to  the  feelings  of  an  Hindoo.  In 
fpite  however  of  prejudice,  that  cri¬ 
tic  muft  be  as  void  of  fenfibility  as 
tafte,  who  cannot  difeover  in  almoft 
every  page  the  hand  of  no  vulgar 
writer. 

The  prominent  beauties  of  this 
drama  are,  a  dignified  morality  of 
fentiment,  a  warmth  of  exprefiion, 
and  glow  of  colouring,  a  fimplicity 
in  the  conception,  and  delicacy  in 
,  the  delineation  cf  character.  Of 
thefe  the  laft-mentioned  are  the  moft 
ftriking,  arifing,  perhaps,  more  from 
the  peculiarity  of  Oriental  manners, 
than  from  any  ftudied  fenfe  of  pro¬ 
priety  in  the  writer. 

The  ftyle,  as  might  be  expe&ed, 
riots  in  all  the  luxury  of  licentious 
metaphor.  The  irrefiftible  graces, 
which  in  rapid  fucceflion  obtrude 
themfelves  on  our  view,  ftrike  fo 
powerfully  on  our  imagination,  fo 
imperceptibly  win  upon  our  affec¬ 
tions,  that  we  pofiefs  neither  time 
nor  inclination  to  con  fide  r  what  it  is 
of  which  we  are  enamoured.  It  is 
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only  when  the  effefts  of  the  fpell 
have  ceafed,  that  our  reafon  re¬ 
turns,  and  that  we  are  enabled  to 
form  a  judgment,  of  which  in  our 
lefs  impaflioned  moments  we  can 
approve.  We  then  too  frequently 
perceive  a  confufed  affemblage  of 
extravagant  conceptions,  where  at 
firft  we  law  nothing  but  the  brighteft 
ornaments  of  fancy;  we  grieve,  to 
find  the  genuine  charms  of  eafe  and 
nature  overwhelmed  by  a  tawdry 
load  of  cumbrous  imagery.  But  in 
juftice  to  the  genius  of  Calidas,  we 
muft  confefs,  that  his  ideas  are  fel- 
dom  loft  under  a  cloud  of  bombaf- 
tical  expreffions;  to  furprize  he 
does  not  think  it  always  neceflary  to 
exaggerate.  We  never  remember 
to  have  read  an  Afiatic  production 
of  equal  length  more  animated  or 
lefs  turgid. 

The  drama  is  divided  into  fe- 
ven  afts.  The  fable  is  briefly  this : 
Dufhmanta,  emperor  of  India,  hunt¬ 
ing  in  a  facrea  foreft,  meets  with 
Sacontala,  the  daughter  of  a  king, 
by  a  coeleftial  nymph,  placed  by  her 
father  under  the  care  of  Canna,  a 
hermit.  He  there  marries  her ;  and 
on  being  fuddenly  called  to  his 
court,  gives  her  at  his  departure  a 
ring,  on  which  the  name  Dufhmanta 
is  engraved.  During  his  abfence, 
Sacontala,  loft  in  a  reverie,  falls 
under  the  difpleafure  of  a  holy 
ftranger,  who  folicits  from  her 
the  cuftomary  rights  of  hofpitality, 
by  not  attending  to  his  addrefs} 
This  pious,  but  choleric  man,  who 
is  described  as  having  power  to 
cbnfume,  like  a  raging  fire,  what¬ 
ever  offends  him,  utters  the  follow¬ 
ing  imprecation,  ftill  unattended  to 
by  Sacontala,  but  heard  by  her  at¬ 
tendants:  te  He,  on  whom  thou 
art  meditating,  on  whom  alone 
thy  heart  is  now  fixed,  while  thou 
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iifegle6left  a  pure  gem  of  devotion; 
who  demands  hofpitality,  ihall  for¬ 
get  thee  when  thou  feed:  him  next; 
as  a  man  reftored  to  fobriety  forgets 
the  words  which  he  uttered  in 
a  date  of  intoxication.”  He  is  af¬ 
terwards  perfuaded,  at  the  entreaty 
of  one  of  the  attendant^,  to  con- 
fent  “  that  the  fpell  ihall  be  re¬ 
moved  when  her  lord  Ihall  fee  his 
ting.”  Sacontala,  kept  in  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  whole  affair,  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  female  tendernefs,  proceeds 
to  the  capital,  and  appears  before 
the  emperorj  who,  being  under  the 
influence  of  the  fpell,  denies  all 
knowledge  of  her.  At  this  moment, 
remembering  that  her  attendants 
had  earneflly  tequefted  her,  if  Dufh- 
manta  fhould  not  immediately  re¬ 
coiled  her,  to  fhew  him  his  ring, 
fhe  haftens  to  produce  it,  but>  on 
looking  at  her  finger,  finds  it  gone. 
She  is  afterwards  (hatched  away  by 
“  a  body  of  light,  in  a  female  form.” 
The  ring  is  at  laft  accidentally 
found,  and  delivered  to  the  empe¬ 
ror,  who  now  perfedly  recoileding 
every  paft  tranfadion,  becomes  in- 
confolable  for  the  lofs  of  his  Sacon¬ 
tala;  but,  by  the  intervention  of 
fupernatural  afliftance,  fhe  is  at 
length  reftored  to  him. 

The  following  is  an  elegant  fpe- 
cimen  of  that  fpecies  of  rich  de- 
fcription,  intermixed  with  moral  re- 
fledions,  in  which  this  drama 
abounds* 

“  A  pupil  of  Canna  enters. 

Pupil.  I  am  ordered  by  the  ve¬ 
nerable  Canna)  who  is  returned 
from  the  place  of  his  pilgrimage, 
to  obferve  the  time  of  the  night) 
and  am)  therefore)  come  forth  to  fee 
how  much  remains  of  it; — 1 — \JV dik¬ 
ing  round )  and objerving  the  heavens .] 
*faQn  one  fide*  the  moon,  who  kin- 
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dies  the  flowers  of  the  Ofhadhi,  has 
nearly  funk  in  his  weftern  bed ;  and. 
On  the  other,  the  fun,  feated  behind 
his  charioteer  Arun,  is  beginning  his 
courfe :  the  luftre  of  them  both  is 
confpicuou^,  when  they  rife  and 
when  they  fet ;  and  by  their  exam¬ 
ple  fhould  men  be  equally  firm  in 
profperous  arid  in  adverfe  fortune* 
-—The  moon  has  now  difappeared* 
and  the  night-flower  pleafes  no 
more :  it  leaves  only  a  remem¬ 
brance  of  its  odour,  and  languifhes 
like  a  tender  bride  whofe  pain  is 
intolerable  in  the  abfence  of  her  be¬ 
loved. — The  ruddy  morn  impur- 
ples  the  dew-drops  on  the  branches 
of  yonder  Vadari;  the  peacock* 
fhaking  off  fleep,  haftens  from  the 
cottages  of  hermits  interwoven  with 
holy  ^rafs ;  and  yonder  antelope* 
fpringing  haftily  from  the  place  of 
facrifice,  which  is  marked  with  his 
hoofs,  raifes  himfelf  on  high,  and 
ftretches  his  graceful  limbs.— How 
is  the  moon  fallen  from  the  fky  with 
diminifhed  beams  l  the  moon  who 
had  fet  his  foot  on  the  head  of  Su- 
meru,  king  of  mountains,  and  had 
climbed,  fcattering  the  rear  of 
darknefs,  even  to  the  central  palace 
of  Vilhnu  !— - Thus  do  the  great  men 
of  this  world  afcend  with  extreme 
labour  to  the  fummit  of  ambition, 
but  eafily  and  quickly  defcend  from 
it.” 

Similes  of  various  degrees  of 
brilliancy  are  fcattered  with  an 
unfparing  hand  over  every  part  of 
the  work.  One  of  thefe  ftruck  us 
as  peculiarly  happy.  “  While  I 
am  doubtful  (exclaims  Duftunan- 
ta>  under  the  influence  of  his 
delirium)  while  I  am  doubtful, 
whether  this  unblemilhed  beauty, 
which  is  difplayed  before  me,  has 
not  been  poflefled  by  another,  I 
refemble  the  bee,  fluttering  at  the 
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clofe  of  day  over  a  bloflbm  filled 
with  dew  ;  and  in  this  hate  of  mind 
1  neither  can  enjoy  nor  forlake 
her.” 

In  the  third  ad  there  is  a  love 
fcene  between  Dufhmantn  and  Sa¬ 
contala,  lingular  indeed  in  its  kind; 
but  which,  in  the  opinion  of  mod: 
readers,  may  appear  to  poflefs  con¬ 
fide  r  able  merit. 

Sacontala .  Leave  me,  oh!  leave 
me.  I  am  not,  indeed,  my  own 

miftrefs,  or - the  two  damfels 

were  only  appointed  to  attend  me. 

'  What  can  I  do  at  prefent  ? 

Ditjhmanta.  [ ajiac .]  Fear  of  dif- 
pleafing  her  makes  me  balhful. 

Scuojitala.  [overhearing  him.]  The 
king  cannot  give  offence.  It  is  my 
unhappy  fate  onlv  that  I  accufc. 

Dujhmanta .  Why  fliould  you  ac- 
cufe  io  favourable  a  dehiny  ? 

Sacontala.  How  rather  can  I  help 
blaming  it,  fince  it  has  permitted 
my  heart  to  be  affedcd  by  amiable 
qualities,  without  having  left  me  at 
my  own  difpofal  ? 

Dujhmanta.  [afide. j  One  would 
imagine  that  the  charming  fex,  in¬ 
head  of  being,  like  us,  tormented 
with  love,  kept  love  himfelf  within 
their  hearts,  to  torment  him  with 
delay.  [Sacontala going  out.] 

Dujhmanta  [afide.  ]  How  !  muft 
I  then  fail  of  attaining  felicity  ? 

[following  her ,  and  catching  the 
Jkirt  of  her  mantle.] 

Sacontala.  [ turning  hack.']  Son 
of  P  uru,  preferve  thy  reafon;  oh  ! 
preferve  it. — The  hermits  are  bufy 
on  all  iides  of  the  grove. 

Dujhmanta.  My  charmer,  your 
fear  of  them  is  vain.  Canna  him¬ 
felf,  who  is  deeply  verfed  in  the 
fcience  of  law,  will  be  no  obftacle  to 
our  union.  Many  daughters  of  the 
holieft  men  have  been  married  by 
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the  ceremony  calle  Gandharva,  as 
it  is  pradifed  by  Indra’s  band,  and. 
even  their  fathers  have  approved 
them. —  [ looking  round ] — What  fay 
you  ?  are  you  ftill  inflexible  ?  Alas ! 

.1  muft  then  depart,  [going  from 
her  a  fevo  paces ,  then  looking  back.] 
Sacontala.  [moving  aljo  a  fevo 
ftps,  and  then  turning  back  her  face.  ] 
Though  I  have  refused  compliance, 
and  nave  only  allowed  you  to  con- 
verfe  with  me  for  a  moment,  yet, 

O  fon  of  Puru - let  not  Sacontala 

be  wholly  forgotten. 

Dujhmanta.  Enchanting  girl  1 

fhould  vou  be  removed  to  the  ends 

*  4 

of  the  world,  you  will  be  fixed  in 
this  heart,  as  the  fhade  of  a  lofty 
tree  remains  with  it  even  when  the 
day  is  departed. 

Sacontala .  [going  out ,  afide.  ]  Since 
I  have  heard  iris  proteftations,  my 
feet  move,  indeed,  but  without  ad¬ 
vancing.  1  will  conceal  myfelf  be¬ 
hind  thofe  flowering  Curuvacas,  and 
thence  I  fhall  fee  the  refult  of  his 
paffion.  [jhe  hides  herjelf  behind  the 
jhrubs.]  , 

Dujhmanta.  [afde.]  Can  you 
leave  me,  beloved  Sacontala;  me 
who  am  all  afledion  ?  Could  you 
not  have  tarried  a  fingle  moment  ? 
Soft  is  your  beautiful  frame,  and  in¬ 
dicates  a  benevolent  foul;  yet  your 
heart  is  obdurate :  as  the  tender 
SirPha  hangs  on  a  hard  ftalk. 

Sacontala.  [  afide. }  I  really  have 
now  loft  the  power  of  departing. 

Dujhmanta.  [ afide.  ]  What  can  I 
do  in  this  retreat,  llnce  my  darling 
has  left  it? — [mufing  and  looking 
round.] — Ah!  my  departure  is' 
happily  delayed. — Here  lies  her 
bracelet  of  flowers,  exquilitely  per¬ 
fumed  by  the  root  of  Usira  which 
had  been  fpread  on  her  boibm :  it 
has  fallen  from  her  delicate  wrift, 
§  and 
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3/nd  is  become  a  new  chain  for  my 
heart.  [ taking  up  the  bracelet  with 
reverence .] 

•  Sacontala.  [, ajide ’>  locking  at  her 
hand.  ]  Ah  me!  fech  was  my  lan¬ 
guor,  that  the  filaments  of  lotos 
italics  which  bound  my  arm  drop¬ 
ped  on  the  ground  unperceived  by 
me. 

Dujhmanta .  [  afide,  placing  it  in  his 
hofom .  ]  Oh!  how  delightful  to 
the  touch  '—From  this  ornament  of 
your  lovely  arm,  O  my  darling  ! 
though  it  be  inanimate  and  fenle- 
lefs,  your  unhappy  lover  has  re¬ 
gained  confidence— a  blifs  which 
you  retufed  to  confer. 

S aeon: a! u.  [ ajide .  ]  I  can  hay  here 
no  longer.  By  this  pretext  I  may 
return.  I  going  Jlowly  towards  him. ) 

Dujhmanta.  [with  rapture.  ]  Ah! 
the  empress  of  my  foul  again  blefles 
thefe  eyes  !  After  all  my  mifery  I 
was  defined  to  be  favoured  by  in¬ 
dulgent  heaven. — The  bird  Chatac, 
whole  throat  was  parched  with 
third,  fupplicated  for  •.  drop  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fuddenly  a  cool  dream 
poured  into  his  bill  from  the  bounty 
of  a  frefh  cloud. 

Sacontala .  Mighty  king  !  when 
I  had  gone  half  way  to  the  cottage, 
I  perceived  that  my  bracelet  of  thiii 
ilalks  had  fallen  from  my  wrid ;  ahd 
I  return  becaufe  my  heart  is  almod 
convinced  that  you  mud  have  feen 
and  taken  it.  Redore  it,  I  humbly 
entreat,  led  you  expofe  both  yourfelf 
and  me  to  the  cenfure  of  the  her¬ 
mits. 

Dujhmanta.  Yes,  on  one  condi* 
tion  I  will  return  it. 

Sacontala.  On  what  condition? 
Speak* - 

Dujhmanta.  That  I  may  replace 
it  on  the  wrid  to  which  it  belongs. 

Sacontala.  [ajide.]  I  have  no  al¬ 
ternative.  [approaching  him.] 
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Dujhmanta .  But  in  order  to  re¬ 
place  irT  we  mud  both  be  feated  on 
that  fimooth  rock  [both fit  down.  ] 

Dujhmanta .  j  taking  her  hand.] 
O  exquilite  foftnefis !  This  hand 
has  regained  its  native  drength  and 
beauty,  like  a  young  fhoot  of  Ca- 
roalata:  or  it  rcfembles  rather  the 
god  of  love  himielf,  when,  having 
been  coniumed  by  the  fire  of  Harass 
wrath,  he  was  redored  to  life  by  a 
fhower  of  nectar  fprinkled  by  the 
immortals. 

Sacontala.  [paejfing  his  hand.  J 
Let  the  fon  of  my  lord  make  hade 
to  tie  on  the  bracelet. 

Dujhmanta.  [afide,  with  rapture.] 
Now  I  am  truiy  hleded. — That 
phrafe,  the  fon  of  my  ford,  is  ap¬ 
plied  only  to  a  hufband. —  j  Aloud] 
—  My  charmer,  the  clafp  of  this 
bracelet  is  not  eafily  loofened :  it 
inu d  be  made  to  fit  you  better. 

Sacontala*  [Jhdling.]  As  you 
pleale. 

Dujhmanta .  [quitting  her  hand.  J 
Look,  my  darling :  this  is  the  new 
moon  which  left  the  firmament  in 
honour  of  fuperior  beauty,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  defeended  on  your  enchanting 
wrid,  has  joined  both  its  horps  round 
it  in  the  (hape  of  a  bracelet. 

Sacontala.  I  really  fee  nothing 
like  a  moon :  the  breeze,  I  fuppofe, 
has  fhaken  feme  dud  from  the  lotos 
flower  behind  my  ears,  and  that  has 
obfeured  my  fjght. 

Dujhmanta.  [fmiling.]  If  you  per¬ 
mit  me,  J  wiil  blow  the  fragrant 
dud  from  your  eye. 

Sacontala.  It  would  be  a  kind- 
nefs ;  but  X  cannot  trudyou. 

Dujhmanta.  Oh!  fear  not,  fear 
not.  A  new  fervant  never  trani- 
grefles  the  command  of  his  mil- 
trefs. 

Sacontala*  But  a  fervant  over 
afliduous  defenses  no  confidence. 

Q  3  Dujhmanta 
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Dujhmanta.  [ajided)  I  will  not 
let  flip  this  charming  occafion.—  - 
[  attempting  to  raife  her  head—  Sacon¬ 
tala  faintly  repels  himy  hut  Jits  f  ill .] 
— — O  damlel,  with  an  antelope’s 
eyes  !  be  not  apprehenflve  of  my 
indifcretjon.—— [Sacontala  looks  upt 
for  a  moment ,  and  then  bajhfully 
drops  her  head  —  Dufhmanta,  afidey 
gently  raifng  her  head.  ]  — That 
lip,  the  foftnefs  of  which  is  imagin¬ 
ed,  not  proved,  feems  to  pronounce, 
with  a  delightful  tremour,  its  per- 
miflion  for  me  to  allay  my  thirft. 

Sacontala.  The  fon  of  my  lord 
feems  inclined  to  break  his  pro¬ 
life. 

Dujhmanta.  Beloved,  I  was  de¬ 
ceived  by  the  proximity  of  the  lotos 
to  that  eye  which  equals  it  in  bright- 
nefs.  [he  blows  gently  on  her  tye.  ] 

Sacontala.  Well ;  now  I  fee  a 
prince  who  keeps  his  word  as  it  be¬ 
comes  his  imperial  character.  Yet 
I  am  really  afhamed  that  no  defert 
of  mine  entitles  me  to  the  kind  fer- 
vice  of  my  lord’s  fon. 

Dujhmanta.  What  reward  can  I 
defire,  except  that  which  I  confider 
as  the  greateft,  the  fragrance  of 
your  delicious  lip  ? 

Sacontala.  Will  that  content  you  H 

Dujhmanta.  The  bee  is  contented 
with  the  mere  odour  of  the  water- 
lily. 

Sacontala.  If  he  were  not,  hq 
would  get  no  remedy. 

Dujhmanta.  Y es,  this  and  this- - 

[kijjing  her  eagerly.  ] 

[Behind  the  fcenes. 3  Hark!  the 
Chacravaca  is  calling  her  mate  on 
the  bank  of  the  Malini:  the  night 
is  beginning  to  fpread  her  lhades. 

Sacontala .  [ lijlening  alarmed.  ]  O 
fon  of  my  lord  i  the  matron  Gau- 
taml  approaches,  to  enquire  after 
my  health.  Hide  yourielf,  I  en¬ 
treat,  behind  yon  trees. 
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Dujhmanta .  I  yield  to  neceflity. 

[he  retires ].’* 

At  the  period  of  Sacontala’s  de- 
parture  from  the  confecrated  forefl, 
the  fcene  of  .her  paft  delights,  fhe  is 
thus  defcribed  bidding  farewel  tq 
the  former  qbjeds  of  her  innocent 
affedions,  and  commending  them 
to  the  care  of  her  fofler-fathep 
Canna,  and  her  beloved  compani-r 
ons  Anufuya  and  Priyamvada. 

“  Sacontala  [ cjide  to  Priyamvada .] 
Delighted  as  I  am,  O  Priyamvada, 
with  the  thought  of  feeing  again  the 
fon  of  my  lord,  yet,  on  leaying  this 
grove,  my  early  afylum,  I  am  fcarcs 
able  to  walk. 

Priyamvada.  You  lament  not 

alone. - Mark  the  afflidion  of  the 

forefl  itfelf  when  the  time  of  your 
departure  approaches  !  --The  fe¬ 
male  antelope  browfes  no  more  on 
the  colleded  Cufa  grafs;  and  the 
pea-hen  ceafes  to  dance  on  the 
lawn ;  the  very  plants  of  the  grove, 
whofe  pale  leaves  fall  on  the  ground^ 
lofe  their  ilrength  and  their  beauty. 

Sacontala ,  Venerable  father  ! 
fuffer  me  to  addrefs  this  Madhav* 
creeper,  whofe  red  bloffoms  inflame 
the  grove. 

Canna.  My  child,  I  know  thy 
affedion  for  it. 

Sacontala.  [ embracing  the  plant.") 
O  moft  radiant  of  twining  plants, 
receive  my  embraces,  and  return 
them  with  thy  flexible  arms :  from 
this  day,  though  removed  to  a  fatal 
diflance,  I  fhall  for  ever  be  thine.— 
O  beloved  father !  confider  this 
creeper  as  myfelf. 

Canna.  My  darling !  thy  ami¬ 
able  qualities  have  gained  thee  a 
hufband  equal  to  thyfelf. :  fuch  an 
event  has  been  long,  for  thy  fake, 
the  chief  objed  of  my  heart ;  and 
now,  fince  my  folicitude  for  thy 
marriage  is  at  an  end,  I  will  marry 
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*hy  favourite  plant  to  the  bride¬ 
groom  Amra,  who  iheds  fragrance 

near  her. - Proceed,  my  child,  on 

thy  journey. 

Sacontala.  [approaching  tho  tvoo 
dam/els.]  Sweet  friends !  let  this 
Madhavi  creeper  be  a  precious  de- 
pofit  in  your  hands. 

Annjuya  and  Priyamvada.  Alas ! 
in  whole  care  fliall  we  be  left  ? 

[  they  lothnueep .] 
Canna .  Tears  are  vain,  Anuluya : 
our  Sacontala  ought  rather  to  be 
fupported  by  your  firmnefs,  than 
weakened  by  y©ur  weeping. 

[all  advance*"] 
Sacontala.  Father  !  when  yon 
female  antelope,  who  now  moves 
flowly  from  the  weight  of  the  young 
ones  with  which  ftie  is  pregnant, 
lhall  be  delivered  of  them,  fend  me, 
I  beg,  a  kind  meffage,  with  tidings 
of  her  fafety.  -  Do  not  forget. 

Canna .  My  beloved  !  I  will  not 
forget  it. 

Sacontala ,  [ advancing ,  then  flop¬ 
ping.]  Ah !  what  is  it  that  clings 
to  the  Ikirts  of  my  robe,  and  detains 
me?  [Jhe  turns  round t  and  looks.] 
Canm .  It  is  thy  adopted  child, 
the  little  fawn,  whofe  mouth,  when 


the  lharp  points  of  Cufa-grafs  had 
wounded  it,  has  been  fo  often 
fmeared  by  thy  hand  with  the  heal¬ 
ing  oil  of  Ingudi ;  who  has  been  fo 
often  fed  by  thee  with  a  handful  of 
Syamaka  grains,  and  now  will  not 
leave  the  footfteps  of  his  protedlrefs. 

Sacontala.  Why  doll  thou  weep, 
tender  fawn,  for  me,  who  mull  leave 
our  common  dwelling-place  ? — As 
thou  wall  reared  by  me  when  thou 
hadll  loft  thy  mother,  who  died 
foon  after  thy  birth,  fo  will  my  fof- 
ter-father  attend  thee,  when  we  are 
feparated,  with  anxious  care.— Re¬ 
turn,  poor  thing  !  return— we  mull 
part.  \Jhe  hurfls  into  tears.] 

Canna.  Thy  tears,  my  child,  ill 
fuit  the  occalion :  we  lhall  all  meet 
again :  be  firm  :  fee  the  direct  road 
before  thee,  and  follow  it.— When 
the  big  tear  lurks  beneath  thy  beau¬ 
tiful  eye-lalhes,  let  thy  resolution 
check  its  firft  efforts  to  difengage 
itfelf.  —  In  thy  paffage  over  this 
earth,  where  the  paths  are  now  high, 
now  low,  and  the  true  path  feldom 
diftinguilhed,  the  traces  of  thy  feet 
mull  needs  be  unequal ;  but  virtue 
will  prefs  thee  right  onward.’* 
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HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP.  i. 

Fetrofpeclive  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands  in  the  years  1 7 89  and 
1790.  Emperor  abcliffes  all  the  ancient  privileges  and  immunities  of  Bra  - 
l ant,  which  increafes  the  emigration  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  the 
neighbouring  countries  in  a  prodigious  degree.  Several  decrees  at  length 
iffued  againjl  emigration,  and  the  nobility  and  clergy  charged  to  return,  under 
the  penalty  of  forfeiture ;  but  this  proclamation  produces  no  effect.  City  and 
lordjhip  of  Breda  feem  to  become  the  head-quarters  of  the  emigrants.  Va¬ 
rious  caufes  which  induced  the  neighbouring  governments,  as  well  as  their 
fubjedls  at  large,  to  be  much  inter efed  in  favour  of  the  Netberlanders.  Em¬ 
peror  fequefl rates  all  the  abbeys  in  Brabant,  and  appoints  civil  officers  for 
'the  adminiflration  of  their  revenues.  Impolicy  of  this  meafure.  Conspiracy 
in  Bruffels  for  blowing  up  the  houfes  of  the  Counts  Dalton  and  Frautmanf- 
dorff,  and  the  fcizure  of  that  city,  fortunately  difcovered.  States  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  affembled  at  Breda,  vote  themfelves  a  regular  and  legal  affembly,  and 
pafs  a  firong  remonf  ranee  to  the  Emperor,  which  they  fend  by  exprefs  to 
Vienna,  Letter  from  the  Archbijhop  of  Malines  to  the  Pope.  Infurgents 
commence  hofilities  on  the  borders  of  Dutch  Flanders,  where  they  take  the 
forts  Lillo,  C5f.  General  Count  Schroeder  difpatched  with  a  ftrong  body  of 
Imperial  troops  to  reprejs  the  infurgents,  who  retreat  to  the  fmall  town  of 
F urnhout .  Alt  ion  at  Fur nh out ,  in  which  the  Aufrians  are  defeated  with 
much  lefs.  Faults  charged  upon  Schroeder' s  conduit,  who  is  f  ripped  of  his 
military  commands,  and  recalled  to  Germany .  Indignation  of  the  Emperor 
at  this  defeat .  Savage  cruelties  charged  upon  the  Aufrians  at  Furnhout 
Fhis  fuccefs  ferves  as  a  general  fignal  for  the  recal  of  the  exiles ,  who  now 
lurfi  into  the  frontiers  on  every  fde,  and  afume  the  name  of  the  Patriotic 
Army.  Caufes  why  the  great  exertions  of  the  Generals  Dalton  and  Bender 
produce  no  futtable  effett,  Extreme  cowardice  and  profligacy  of  the  veteran 
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fiddlers  in  the  Netherlands ,  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  laxity  of  difciptlne 
in  which  they  had  been  long  indulged ,  through  the  mijlaken  policy ,  and  by 
the  abfolute  command  of  Jofeph.  Aujlrians  continually  defeated ,  and  the  ac¬ 
tions  very  bloody.  General  Bender's  unfuccefsful  attack  upon  Tirlemont , 
where  great  faughter  and  many  cruelties  are  faid  to  have  taken  place.  Great 
caution  to  be  objerved  in  receiving  as  fads  the  horrible  accounts  of  cruelty 
novo  publiffed.  Severe  encounter  in  the  open  field ,  in  which  General 
d'  Ar berg  is  defeated  by  the  Patriots.  Army  faved  by  the  gallantry  of  the 
regiment  of  Bender.  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dejfau  killed.  Ghent  recovered  front 
the  Aujlrians ,  after  a  courfe  of  fevere  confiids  nvhich  lafed  fame  days ,  by  a 
handful  of  the  Patriotic  troops.  Conciliatory  declaration  iJJ'ued  by  the  Emperor 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries.  Sovereign  authority  affumed  by  the 
States  of  Flanders ;  vuho  declare  the  Emperor  to  have  forfeited  all  right 
ana  title  to  it.  Signal  and  unaccountable  expuljton  of  General  Dalton  and 
the  Aujlrians  from  Bruffels  by  a  body  of  the  burghers .  That  general  ob¬ 
liged  to  capitulate,  and  to  evacuate  the  town  diredly  with  the  remainder  of 
his  troops.  Moderation ,  good  temper ,  and  excellency  of  condud ,  obferved  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Brufels  in  this  revolution .  General  Dalton  abandons 
Namur ,  and  retires  with  the  remains  of  his  bajjled  troops  towards  Luxem - 
burgh.  Count  Cobentxel fent  from  Vienna  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  matters • 
Ultimatum  of  the  States  of  Brabant.  Ad  of  union  ojfenfve  and  defenjive 
between  the  States  of  Flanders  and  Brabant ;  which  is  foon  acceded  to  by 
all  the  other  provinces,  except  Limbourg.  Ill  ejfeds  produced  in  the  Nether - 

lands  by  the  example  of  France,  and  the  indujlry  of  the  difciples  to  its  new 
dodrines.  F  order  al  union  formed  between  the  provinces  ;  the  confederacy  to 
be  dijlinguijhed  by  the  appellation  of  the  United  Belgic  States .  Ill  fuccefs 
of  the  Brabanters  in  their  unjuft  attack  upon  Limbourg.  Citadel  of  Ant¬ 
werp  taken.  Fnglijh  volunteers,  and  a  Britijh  legion  formed.  Difcord  and 
fadion  appear  early  in  the  new  commonwealth ,  and  foon  difrad  all  the 
operations  of  government.  Lofe  by  their  ill  condud  and  dijjentions  the  friend 
flip  and  protedion  of  the  allied  powers.  Fuji  of  power ,  and  the  contention 
for  it,  the  great  fources  of  difcord,  and  of  all  the  evils  that  fell  upon  the 
country.  Some  account  of  the  principal  parties .  Patriotic  ajfembly  in  Bruf- 
fels  bears  no  fmall  refemblance  to  the  Jacobin  Society  in  Paris .  Death  of 
the  Emperor.  Memorial  from  Leopold  on  his  accejfon,  produces  no  ejfed . 
Some  account  of  General  Vander  Merfch  :  he  is  appointed  Generalijfimo  by 
bis  officers,  but  Congrefs  refufe  to  confirm  the  nomination.  Vander  Merfch 
arrefs  the  deputies  who  are  fent  to  the  army  by  the  Congrefs ;  and  ijjues  a 
declaration  to  the  people.  Violent  refolves  of  the  officers.  Appearances  of  a 
civil  war .  Army  abandons  their  general,  who  is  fent  prifoner  to  the  cajltc 

of  Antwerp.  DiJ contents  increafe  to  the  highejl  pitch.  Government  lofe 

all  reputation,  and  fail  in  raifeng  money  at  home  and  abroad.  Towns  of 
Flanders  refufe  to  aid  Brabant  in  an  expedition  againjl  the  Aujlrians. 
Conjlemation  of  Congrefs  on  receiving  notice  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had 
acknowledged  Leopold  as  Duke  of  Brabant.  Propofals  for  raiftng  a  great 
patriotic  army  come  to  nothing .  Manifefto  of  the  Emperor.  Speedy  down- 
fal  of  the  Congrefs  evident ;  yet  they  obfipately  per  fevere  in  carrying  on  et 

fruitkfs 


CONTENTS. 

fruitlefs  war  on  the  borders ,  notwithfanding  all  the  reprefentations  of  the 
■mediating  powers.  Convention  at  the  Hague  between  the  mediating  powers 
and  the  Emperor ,  by  which  a  new  conjlitution  is  granted  to  the  Aujlrian 
Low  Countries.  Obftinacy  of  the  Congrefs  fill  continuing ,  General  Bender 
advances  to  Bruffeis ,  at  whofe  approach  they  difperfe ,  and  fly ,  in  the  utmofl 
terror ,  to  the  neighbouring  countries .  Inauguration  of  Leopold  as  Duke  of 
Brabant •  1,1 
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fleeting  of  the  new  parliament .  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrefs  voted  by 

the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Fox’s  remarks  on  the  addrefs .  Addrefs  voted 
by  the  houfe  of  lords .  Lord  Stanhope's  fpeech  upon  the  occaflon.  Copies  of 
the  declaration  and  counter-declaration  figned  at  Madrid ',  and  of  the  con - 
vent  ion  with  Spain,  laid  before  both  houfes.  Debates  upon  this  fubjeft  m 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Addrefs  to  his  Majefly ,  congratulating  him  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  the  late  negociations.  Objections  of  Mr.  Fox  to  this  addrefs ;  an ~ 
fweredby  Mr.  Pitt.  Houfe  of  Lords. — Marquis  of  Lanfdowne.  Co?nmittee 
of  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  late  armament.  Debates 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  upon  the  queflion ,  whether  an  impeachment  abated 
hy  a  diflolution  of  parliament. — In  the  houfe  of  lords .  Mr.  Burke's  motion 
for  the  limitation  of  Mr.  Haflings's  impeachment .  [35 
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ft  fumed  account  of  Mr.  Burke1 s  motion  for  the  limitation  of  the  impeachment* 
Caufes  ajflgned  by  him  for  the  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  the  trial.  V arious  ad - 
verfe  motions  made,  and  negatived.  Original  motion  carried  without  a  divi- 
fion.  Progrefs  of  the  trial.  Mr.  Love  den's  motion  for  the  continuation  of 
the  fejjion  until  the  impeachment  Jhould  be  concluded.  Mr.  Haflings' s  fpeech  at 
the  clofe  of  the  trial  of  the  year.  Obfervations  on  the  great  queflion  decided 

this  fejjion ,  <  That  impeachments  do  not  abate  by  a  diflolution  of  parliament .* 
Dangerous  tendency  of  the  opinions,  that  this  decifion  was  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  conjlitution,  but  contrary  to  the  pr allice  of  parliament.  Di - 
grejflon  to  the  hiflory  of  the firfl  impeachments  on  record  in  the  “  Good  Parlia¬ 
ment'*  of  Edward  the  Third.  Our  befl  modern  hiftorians  deficient  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  interefing  period.  State  of  political  parties  in  that  parliament. 
Condition  of  the  kingdom  under  the  duke  of  Lancafier's  adminif  ration. 
Preparatory  feps  and  actual  impeachments  of  the  duke's  party.  Return  of 
that  party  to  power,  after  the  diflolution  of  parliament.  Their  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings  againfl  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare  and  their  other  political  opponents .  New 
parliament  under  the  dir  ell  influence  of  the  duke  of  Lancafler.  Proceedings 
of  that  parliament  relative  to  the  impeachments.  Authority  of  Selden. 
Nature  of  the  proof  anciently  admitted,  Jhewnfrom  the  Pafon  papers.  Ar¬ 
gument  drawn  from  it*  Accejfon  of  Richard  the  Second.— Conclufton  of  this 
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War  1 with  Tippoo  Sultan.  General  vkvj  of  oar  policy  towards  the  Mahom- 
medan  powers  of  India .  Our  c endu'd  towards  Ilyder  Ally  and  his  fan 
'Tippoo  Sultan.  Immediate  cacfe  of  the  war.  Mr.  Hippefeey' s  notion  on  this 
fukjedi.  Debates .  Mr.  Dundas's  refolutiens  approving  the  conduct  of  lord 
Cornwallis .  XJnfuccefsful  attempt  to  procure  an  abolition  of  the  fl.’ve  trade. 
Mir .  Wilberfcrce’ s  fpeech.  Summary  cf  arguments  on  both  fdes .  Bill  for  the 
relief  of protefling  Roman  Catholics  introduced  by  Mir.  Mi  ford.  Mr.  Fox 

objects  to  it,  as  including  Reman  Catholics  only  cf  a  particular  dejeription. 
The  Bench  of  Bijh  ops  fupport  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Speech  of  the  bifop 
cf  St.  David's.  [bl 

c  ii  a.  v. 1  v.  ;  \  'J. 

Two  ?n  of  ages  from  the  king ;  otic  relative  to  the  government  of  Canada,  and 
toe  other  to  the  war  between  Rujjia  and  the  Porte.  State  cf  the  qurfe  ion 
relative  to  the  ccjjion  of  Oczakow  demanded  by  l hi  emprefs.  Debates  on  this 
fubjedi  in  parliament.  Renewed  at  different  days  by  fevered  motions  made 
tn  the  part  cf  oppofition.  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mir.  Fox  introduce  the  praifes 
cf  the  French  revolution.  Mir.  Burke  rifes  in  great  emotion  immediately 
after  Mr.  Fox,  but  is  fopped  by  a  call  for  the  quejlion.  •  D  dates  on  the 
fame  mefjpige  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Mlefage  ref  petting  Canada  taken  into 
confederation  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Pitt  fully  opens  the  outlines  cf 
his  .intended -bill,  forming  a  new  confutation  for  the  province.  Mir.  Fox 
appears  to  acquiefce  in  the  principle  of  the  propofed  meafure.  Quebec  bill 
not  oppofed  till  the  farther  confederation  of  the  report.  Recommitment 
moved  by  Mr.  Huffeey.  Seconded  by  Mir.  Fox,  who  objects  to  mofe  of  the 
leading  principles  of  the  bill:  he  exprefjis  a  fntisfaftion  hi;  the  prefsnt  dif- 
fufeon  of  knowledge  and  liberty  in  the  world,  and  alludes  to  Mr.  Burke's 
book  on  the  affairs  of  France.  Anfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  agrees  to  tbs 
re  -  commitment .  Co-incidence  of  the  declarations  relative  to  the  French 

revolution,  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the  debates  on  the  arma¬ 
ment  againfe  Ruffea.  Mr.  b  urke  jhews  no  difpofition  to  introduce  the  jubjeCt 
previous  to  Mr.  Fox's  remarkable  Panegyric.  Great  alarm  cf  oppofition  at 
the  prefect  cf  the  difeuffeon  by  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  to  adjourn  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  Quebec  bill  till  after  the  Eafeer  recefs.  A  member  of 
oppofition  declares  his  intention  of  calling  any  perfon  to  order,  who  on  this 
quefiion  jhall  involve  general  principles  of  government,  and  the  confeitutions 
of  other  countries.  Mr.  Fox  admits  that  he  had  fo  alluded  in  his  former 
Jpeech  on  this  bill,  and  re- offer ts  his  opinions.  Mr.  Burke  profeffes  a  fenfe  of 
public  duty  in  fluting  his  principles,  when  the  occafeon  jhall  prej'ent  itfelf 
again.  General  expectation  of  this  difeuffeon .  E after  recefs.  {981 
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^ranfaPlions  during  the  recefs.  Re -commitment  of  the  Quebec  hill.  Queftion 
tut  t':at  hill  he  reed  paragraj.  h  by  paragraph.  Mr.  Burke  immediately 
rifes,  and /peaks  to  Ms  general  p  rind  pie.  States  the  nature  of  the  act,  which 
the  houfe  going  to  do,  and  their  authority  to  do  it.  Confiders  the  confii- 
tutians  mofi^  proper  io  le  models  for  the  government  of  a  province  in  America 
colonized  from  France.  9  ouches  on  the  con/htuiivn  of  the  United  Slates  in 

h or th  America.  Proceeds  to  difeufs  the  new- French  conjhtution.  After 
for,  e  time ,  is  called  to  order  from  the  eppofition  bench.  Long  and  violent  al¬ 
tercation  on  the  point  of  order.  -  Mr.  Burke  attached  by  the  oppofition.  Lord 
Sheffield' s  motion  to  declare  Mr.  Burke’ s  Jpeech  diforderly.  Mr.  Fox ,  in  [peak¬ 
ing  on  this  motion,  goes  into  a  perfonal  accufation  again jl  Mr.  Burke  of  poli¬ 
tical  inccnfijlency .  Mr.  Burked  defence.  Mr.  Fox  rifes  to  reply  in  great 
agitation  of  mind.  Mr.  Burks  complains  of  having  received  a  fee  end  and.  a 
deeper  wound  under  the  majk  of  friendjhip.  Mr.  Pitt  propofes  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  lord  Sheffield’ s  motion.  Debate  refumed  on  the  nth  of  May. 
Mr.  Fax  declares  his  attachment  to  arijhcracy.  Mr.  Burke  confiders  himfelf 
as  abjured  by  his  party.  Reflections  on  this  dijpute.  Probable  policy  of 
Mr.  Fox .  Real  caufe  of  this  dif union,  and  the  fubfe'quent  feparation  of  the 
party.  '  '  [119 
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Quefiion  as  to  the  rights  of  juries  in  cafes  of  libel,  a  difpnted  point  of  long 
j landing .  Warmly  agitated  in  the^  year  1771.  Bill  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Dowdefwell :  drawn  by  Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Fox  now  takes  up  the  bufinefs. 
He  moves  for  a  grand  committee  on  courts  of  jufiice.  Mr.  Erfkine  fe- 
conds  the.  motion.  At  the  fuggefiion  of  Mr.  Pitt ,  Mr.  Fox  withdraws  his 
motion,  and  obtains  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  .  cm  oval  oj  all  doubts  re- 
fpePiing  the  rights  and  fun  Pi  ions  of  jury.  Firjl  reading  of  the  bill.  Its 
preamble  rejected  at  the  fecond  reading.  The  confi deration  of  the  bill  in  the 
houj'e  of  lords  poftpotied  on  the  motion  of  the  lord  chancellor.  Finance  com¬ 
mittee.  Budget.  Mr.  Sheridan  moves  forty  reflations  relative  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  income  and  expenditure  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Report  of  the 
committee.  India  budget.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  moves  for  a  repeal  of  the  tefi 
all,  in  favour  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland.  Sierra 
Leona  bill.  King’s  Jpeech.  Prorogation  of  parliament.  [138 
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General  pacification  of  the  North  during  the  years  j  790  and  1 791.  Some  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  death  and  charaPier  of  the  Emperor  fofeph  the  Second. 
Haughty  memorial  from  the  Hungarian  nobility ,  a  few  weeks  before  the  death 
tf  the  Emperor .  Their  rcqufitions  in  general  granted ;  hefitation  as  to  the 
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tefitution  of  the  royal  crown  of  Hungary  ;  which ,  however ,  is  refored  a  few 
days  before  the  death  of  the  Emperor ,  and  received  with  an  extravagance  of 
joy.  Leopold ,  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  who fucceeds  to  the  Aufrian  hereditary 

dominions ,  arrives  at  Vienna .  Critical fate  of  Germany .  Dificulties  and 
cmbarraffments  of  Leopold through  the  mifconduFi  of  his  predecejfor .  States 
liable  to  be  more  imtnediately  prejudiced  or  endangered  by  a  partition  of  the 
Ottoman  dominions .  Great  objects  in  view  with  the  Prujfan  alliance,  to 

bring  Aufria  to  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Porte .  Obfinacy  of  Jofeph ,  on 
this  heady  had  been  on  the  point  of  drawing  on  an  immediate  war.  Leopold 
'  under  a  necejfity  of  appearing  for  fome  time  to  perfevere  in  the  fame fyfiem , 
King  of  Prufia’ s  conduct  with  refpett  to  Poland.  Leopold  Jhackled,  in  his 
conduct  with  Prufia,  by  many  peculiar  circumfances,  from  which  his  pre - 
decefor  had  been  free.  Ojfenfve  and  defenfive  alliance  between  Prufia  and 

the  Porte  increafes  Leopold’s  dificulties .  Campaign  opened  »n  the  Danube < 
Orfova  taken.  Giurgewo  befieged ,  and  Widdin  tnenaced.  Gen.  Thurn  de¬ 
feated  and  killed ,  and  the fiege  of  Giurgewo  precipitately  abandoned.  Armi - 
fice  on  the  Danube.  Congrefs  at  Reichenbach,  and  conventional  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Kings  of  Hungary  and  Prufia,  under  the  mediation  and 
guarantee  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  Some  particulars  of  this  treaty , 
which  relieves  Leopold  from  all  his  dificulties.  Death  of  the  celebrated 
Marjhal  Laudohn.  Intermarriages  between  the  royal  houfes  of  Aufria  and 
Naples ;  Ferdinand,  Leopold's  fecondfon,  having previoufy  obtained  the  grand 
duchy  of  Tufcany.  Dijfentions, factions,  and  difir  adions  in  Hungary,  with 
their  caufes.  Defgns  to  throw  of  the  Aufrian  dominion.  Firm,  temperate , 
and  judicious  conduct  of  Leopold.  Refufes  to  fign  24  articles  prefented  to  him. 
Diet,  fitting  at  Buda,  reprefent  their  confitutional  right  to  be  confulted,  and 
the  necejfity  of  their  concurrence,  to  render  valid  any  quefiions  of  war  or  peace * 
Leopold  confents  to  their  fending  deputies  to  afijl  at  their  negotiations  with  the 
Porte.  Unufual  co?icurrence  of  circumfances  which  tended  to  frufrate  the 
defgns  of  the  malcontents  in  Hungary.  Farther  account  of  the  factions  and 
parties  which  divided  that  country.  New  diploma  prefented  to  Leopold  for 
his  acceptance  previous  to  the  coronation,  firmly  rejected  by  him.  Leopold 
elected  King  of  the  Romans ,  and  crowned  Emperor  at  Frankfort,  Armi  fid 
under  the  mediation  of  the  Prufian  minifer,  concluded  in  the  Grand  Vizir’s 
camp  at  Silifria ;  and  congrefs  appointed  at  Sijhvia  for  negocialtng  a  peace. 
New  Emperor  arrives  at  Prefburgh.  Met  by  the  diet.  States  chooj'e  the 
Arch-duke  Leopold  to  be  Palatine  of  the  kingdom.  Coronation.  The  Em¬ 
peror  grants,  as  favours,  thofe  conditions  which  he  rejeded  as  demands',  and 
gains  the  afeftions  of  the  whole  nation .  Extraordinary  change,  within  a 
few  months ,  in  Leopold’s  circumjlances.  Emperor  ref  ores  the  rights ,  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  confitution  of  the  Milanefe ,  of  which  they  were  deprived  by  Jo- 
feph.  Enlarges  the  immunities  granted  to  the  Jews.  Definitive  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Sifovia  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  under  the  mediation  of 
J  the  three  allied  powers,  [156 


C  H  A  F* 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Preparations  made  by  the  king  of  Sweden  for  renewing  the  war  againft  Ruf 
fa  with  vigour  in  the  campaign  of  1 7  90.  Adopts  new  and  extraordinary , 
but  fuccefsful  meafures ,  for  gaining  the  affeftion  and  fupport  of  the  commons , 
and  of  the  people  at  large ,  independently  of  the  nobles ;  and  calls  in  fome  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy ,  and  fome  of  the  burghers ,  to  ft  in  his  council ,  and  to  affifi  in 
the  principal  departments  of  government.  Extreme  danger  of  the  confequences 
which  this  rajh  innovation  was  liable  to  produce.  Gufavus  obtains  great 
and  unufual fupplies  from  the  fates for  the  profecution  of  the  war.  Campaign 
opened  unufual [y  early  in  Finland ;  where  the  Swedes  penetrate  the  Ruffian 
frontier ,  and  pojfefs  themfelves  of  feveral  flrong  and  advantageous  pofs • 
Bloody  aft  ion  at  Karnankofi ,  where  a  fmall  body  of  Swedes ,  being  attacked 
by  10,000  Ruf  tans  under  General  Inglefrom  and  the  prince  of  Anhalt ,  the 
former  are  repul  fed  and  defeated  with  great  lofs ;  that  prince ,  with  other  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  being  among  the  number  who  fell  in  the  confift.  Succefs  of  the 
king  in  perfon ,  in  the  defperate  attack  upon  Valkiali ;  takes  Wilmanfirand 
and  other  places ;  fixes  his  head  quarters  at  Bor  go,  to  form  a  junftion  with 
his  galley  feet.  Ruffian  grand  fleet  being  divided,  and  fill  in  their  winter 
Rations  at  Gronfiadt  and  Revel ,  the  duke  of  Sudermania  becomes  mafter  of  the 
fea.  Defperate  and  unfortunate  attempt  made  by  the  duke  to  defir oy  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fquadron  in  the  port  of  Revel,  in  which  he  lofes  two  fhips  of  the  line • 
Gufiavus,  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  his  flotilla,  fuddenly  appears  before  Frede- 
ricfham ,  where  he  forces  all  the  defences  of  the  harbour,  and  takes  or  defrays 
a  large  divifion  of  the  Ruf ian  galley  fleet,  which  was  there fiationed ;  burning 
and  defraying  all  the  naval  arfenals,  fores,  and  magazines.  Ruffians  having  - 
collected  their  force,  the  tide  of  Juccefs  by  land  and  fea  begins  to  turn  againfi 
the  Swedes ;  who  lofe  every  thing  which  they  had  gained  in  Carelia ,  and 
are  obliged  to  repafs  the  Kymene  with  lofs.  Sea-fights  on  the  third  and 
fourth  of  June.  Rafh  attempt  upon  Wybourg.  Deplorable fituation  of  the 
Swedes',  enclofed  by  all  the  united  fleets  of  RufJia  in  the  bay  of  Wybourg',  and 
no  communication  open  with  the  fea,  but  by  a  narrow fir ait,  which  is  firongly 
guarded  by  the  enemy',  and fcarcely  any  means  of  deliverance  left .  Defpe¬ 
rate  and  bioody fights  on  the  third  and  fourth  of  July',  the  Swedes  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  force  their  way  through  the  narrow  inlet ,  and  then  to  evade  thefupe- 
rior force  of  the  enemy  in  the  open  fea.  Prodigious  lofs  of  men  and  j nips  fuf- 
tained  by  the  S  wedes  in  their  efcape.  Duke  of  Sudermania,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  ruined  fleet,  arrives  at  Sweabourg.  Gufiavus ,  with  his  light 
fleet ,  involved  in  fimilar  danger',  but  though  fufiaining  great  lofs,  it  is 
not  quite  in  proportion  to  that  of  his  brother.  Sudden  and  extraordinary 
rev  erf e  of  fortune,  F  he  king  arriving  at  Swenk  Sound,  meets  there  the 
Pomeranian  divifion  of  galleys  under  colonel  Gronfiadt .  Ruts  again 
immediately  to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Ruffian  light  fleet  under 
the  prince  of  Naffiau,  which  are  on  their  way  to  Fredericfham . 

Glorious 
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Glorious  and  decifve  victory  obtained  by  Gufavus  over  the  prince  of  Nafati^ 
on  the  gth  and  loth  of  July.  Sudden  and  unexpected  peace  between 
Rujfa  and  Sweden.  Some  objervations  on  the  caufes  and  confequences  of  that 
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